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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Annual Report of the
Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies of the
University of Kelaniya for the year 2024.

Ulrsio

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

g 88z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr IG5 BLILIL (§) 6T CIBTEITEmLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBews
(oreryflg (HevrHg) anfesh ojr@sfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development and the thirteen
institutions coming under its purview in the Report
of the Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament;
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(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the five institutions coming under the purview
of Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development in the Report of the Committee on
Public Accounts, which was presented to
Parliament; and

(iii) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka in
the Report of the Committee on Public Accounts,
which was presented to Parliament.

I move that these Reports be referred to the
Committee on Public Accounts.

e E®esz 8, e es®@» Ss.
aflsorir BIbsLILIL (B) 6TDMYS% Gl TeTaTLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku - Deputy Minister

of Ports and Civil Aviation)
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(The Hon. Rathna Gamage - Deputy Minister of Fisheries,

Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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(The Hon. Nanda Bandara)
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(The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuid i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake - Deputy Minister of

Youth Affairs)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Sjeui @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(=) B)HTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign

Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

whether he is aware that the Mullaitivu
District, which is endowed with numerous
tourist  attractions, remain as an
underdeveloped District in terms of the
tourism industry;

the special projects implemented in the
Mullaitivu District to promote domestic and
foreign tourist arrivals;

the plans to improve basic infrastructure
facilities including roads, accommodation
facilities, tourist resorts and observation
centres to attract tourists;

(b)

@61

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(@9008w) G108 CewBor Owvmo
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the measures that will be taken to encourage
private sector investment in the tourism
sector in the said district;

whether there is any plan to train and
employ the youth of the Mullaitivu District
as tour guides, eco-tourism facility
providers or professionals in the hospitality
sector; and

whether consideration will be given to
declare several selected areas in the
Mullaitivu District as Special Tourism
Zones under the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority?

If not, why?

(230000

Bewdss ¢®imsn®)

(oressryfl@ (CurrdNwir) meussr FavTdbian - &HmeoTs Lrs

O|EHLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism, I answer the

Question.

@

@

The Government has identified the
tourism potential of the tourist attractions
in the Northern Province, including in the
Mullaitiva ~ District. =~ The  Northern
Provincial Tourism Bureau has prepared the
2026-2030 Tourism Development Plan for
the Northern Province in collaboration with
the Faculty of Postgraduate Studies of the
University of Vavuniya, and plans to
implement the necessary programmes to
further develop it and make the Mullaitivu
District a more attractive tourism
destination for local and foreign tourists.

It has identified in detail the tourism
potential, the major tourist attractions,

resources, development  opportunities,
environmental analysis, gap analysis,
strategic interventions, risk mitigation

measures et cetera of each district of the
Northern Province, including the Mullaitivu
District.  District-level  meetings  of
government and non-government
stakeholders were held throughout the
Northern Province in the preparation of this
Development Plan. The stakeholders’
meeting for Mullaitivu District was held on
13™ November, 2025 at the Mullaitivu
District Secretariat, where 76 tourist
attractions were identified in the district
alone and 10 tourist destinations were
selected by the stakeholders, considering
their tourism potential and development
importance.
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(i)

(iif)

(iv)

2026 58 23

Considering these environmental and
tourism values, the Northern Provincial
Tourism Bureau has identified these areas
in the Mullaitivu District as high-priority
tourist destinations in the Tourism
Development Plan 2026-2030, and the
proposed development projects will be
implemented in phases in the future.

In order to promote domestic and foreign
tourist arrivals in the Mullaitivu District, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism released funds to
the Mullaitivu District Secretary in 2025 for
the following projects and those projects
were completed in 2025 itself.

o Construction of a resting place with
bathroom  facilities at  Kokkilai
Puliyamunai Lagoon - Rs. 9.9 million

e Provision of passenger transport boats
for Kokkilai Puliyamunai Lagoon - Rs.
9.92 million

Furthermore, a provision of Rs. 9.58 million
has been released to the Mullaitivu District
Secretary for the development of
infrastructure at Kokkilai Puliyamunai
Lagoon in the year 2024, and the said
project had also been completed.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism has informed the
Mullaitivu District Secretary by letter dated
09.02.2026 to submit tourism project
proposals of the Mullaitivu District for the
year 2027. Accordingly, 13 tourism project
proposals had been submitted by letter
dated 09.04.2026 of the Mullaitivu District
Secretary and out of those project
proposals, the following two project
proposals had been forwarded to the
Department of National Planning to obtain
necessary approval for implementation
under provisions from the 2027 budget of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism.

Those two projects are,

development of access roads and income
generating facilities on the Mullaitivu
coastline - Rs. 80 million.

Pulipenthakal Beach Tourism Development
Project, Maritimepattu - Rs. 53.5 million.

As per the Tourism Development Plan 2026
-2030, there are significant investment
opportunities for private sector investors to
the develop tourism business in Mullaitivu
District, especially in the coastal areas, and
necessary measures are to be taken for that

purpose.
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Sir, since it is lengthy Answer for part (v), I
table it.
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* Answer tabled :

™)

Yes.

(a) Current Programmes

The Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority has
already established a system to train and employ
youths in all provinces of Sri Lanka including
Mullaitivu District as tour guides, eco-tourism service
providers and professionals in hospitality sector.

(b) Implementation Method

From the year 2022, all provincial councils have been
delegated the power to identify and select suitable
candidates as per the qualifications mentioned in
Extraordinary Gazette No. 2140/17, dated 10.09.2019
and the selection procedure approved by the Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority. Accordingly, the
selection of candidates will be done by the respective
provincial councils, considering the needs and
demands of the respective province. This programme
is implemented covering all nine provinces of Sri
Lanka, including the Northern Province and the
Mullaitivu District. All the guidelines, procedures,
required documents and written instructions required
for the implementation of this programme have been
communicated to all provincial councils on
25.01.2022.

(¢) Training Process

The selected candidates will be referred to the relevant
training programmes conducted by the Sri Lanka
Institute of Tourism and Hotel Management and
candidates who successfully complete the training and
pass the prescribed examinations will be eligible to
obtain licences.

(d) Licence Insurance Process

After the Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and Hotel
Management forwards the examination results to the
Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, the Sri
Lanka Tourism Development Authority issues the
relevant licences free of charge upon payment of the
prescribed fee by the applicant to the relevant
provincial council and submission of the required
documents.

Therefore, qualified youth in the Mullaitivu District
also have the opportunity to undergo training and
obtain licences under this system, when the relevant
provincial council implements programmes based on
provincial requirements.

Moreover, in addition to the above programme, the
Northern Provincial Tourism Bureau, in collaboration
with the Mullaitivu District Secretariat, has initiated
the establishment of a Community-based Tourism
Society to promote eco-system activities in the
Kokkilai West area. Under this programme, the
beneficiaries are to be provided with the necessary
initial capital to prepare and serve food for tourists.
Furthermore, training programmes on provision of
tourism services, customer service, basic food safety
and hygiene and health care practices are planned to
be implemented. For the successful implementation of
this programme, it is expected to create sustainable
eco-tourism development by obtaining the cooperation
of relevant government institutions, local
communities, the private sector and other
stakeholders.

In addition, the Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and
Hotel Management will conduct a three-month Hotel
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Multitasker Course under the title of “Sathkaraye
Shrama Sena” from 2025 in collaboration with the
Department of Samurdhi and other private hotel
schools for the unemployed children of Samurdhi
beneficiary families across the Island. At present, this
programme is being conducted in about six districts
and discussions are being held with the Mullaitivu
District Secretary to hold this programme in the
Mullaitivu District as well, and the course is scheduled
to be commenced once the arrangements are made.

(vij The Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority will gazette the tourism zones as
per the Tourism Development Plan 2026-
2030, and will take necessary actions
accordingly in the future.

(b) Notrelevant.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, would you finish your first
Supplementary Question please?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

Hon. Speaker, we admit that particularly for the
Mullaitivu District, there should be a considerable focus
on infrastructure development. In fact, tourism is an
industry which should be promoted and developed in line
with the development of all other basic infrastructure
facilities. As a policy, our Government has identified that.
We are working particularly with the World Bank and the
ADB in relation to several projects to develop those basic
infrastructure facilities in line with the tourism potential
of those areas. We are also launching a global tourism
campaign next month, and these areas will also be
included for tourism promotion under that. We admit that
we need to focus further on infrastructure development in
these areas together with all other relevant Ministries, and
we will continue to invest on those basic infrastructure.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

Sir, in fact, we call for project proposals from District
Secretaries and for those proposals, we get clearance from
the Department of National Planning and release funds
from the Ministry. Other than that, the Northern
Provincial Council also implements certain tourism
development projects. However, with regard to this
particular project, I will look into it whether it is a project
we have funded or by the Northern Provincial Council
and take necessary action to complete it.

Regarding small business operators engaged in the
tourism and hospitality sector all over the Island, we have
had discussions with the World Bank to support them
with low-interest loan schemes to construct rooms,
washrooms, facilitating them to enter into the hospitality
business. That programme will be implemented soon.

Other than that, the Ministry of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development has also introduced low-
interest loan schemes for entrepreneurs and tourism is
included under that scheme as well.

¥5NOC-eDDEH RO D8nw: gD 8wr BB
LI HemeL - Caublausgsevmeney af ). LjeTrenLod 60
POONUGALA-WEWELTHALAWA ROAD: REPAIR

1548/2025

3. ®61 (9008 w) »HsTIem BEEHOE Dvwmo

(omrevorLyfl@ (H6VTHIF)) BHS6T LA6LEVE V)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana Millagala)
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(o) @)eirCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the length of the road from Poonugala to
Wewelthalawa (Weviyethalawa) within the
Yatiyantota Divisional Secretary's Division
in kilometres;

(i) whether he is aware that the said road had
deteriorated to such an extent that it is
virtually impassable not only for vehicles,
but also for pedestrians alike;

(iif)  the number of years that have elapsed since
the section of the said road from Poonugala
to Wewelthalawa was last repaired,;

(iv) whether he admits that the failure to repair
the said road is an obstacle to the daily
activities of the residents of the
Wewelthalawa Estate;

(v) the measures that have been taken so far to
repair the said road; and

(vi) the agreement between the relevant estate
company and the Government in repairing
the said road?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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STEITLIEN S jeuiT @)FFemnLid@ S Plalliiumyr?
(=) @)eir@mev, sy6iT?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) number of approved cadre of teachers for
government schools in the Trincomalee
District;

(i) number of approved cadre of teachers for
each subject, separately;

(iii)  total number of teachers currently serving
in the said district;

(iv) number of existing teacher vacancies for
each subject, separately; and

(v) steps that will be taken to fill those
vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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DEPARTMENT OF CINNAMON DEVELOPMENT AND
REGIONAL OFFICES: DETAILS
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of Regional Cinnamon
Development Officers belonging to the
Department of Cinnamon Development;

(ii) separately, the names of the districts and
Divisional Secretaries' Divisions where
those officers are stationed;

(iif)  the organizational structure of the said
Department and its regional offices;
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(iv)

(vi)

V)

whether plans have been made to establish
this Department as a statutory body by an
Act of Parliament;

whether the human resources required for
the efficient functioning of the Department

are adequately available; and

that regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?

if not, the measures that will be taken in
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
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(24) @)STCMeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

Will he inform this House -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

\0)

whether he is aware that Circular No.
2008/4 is currently in force for the
allocation of lands to landless persons and
for the issuance of permits in respect of
such lands;

if so, the number of persons who have
applied under phases 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 within
the Pottuvil Divisional Secretary's Division
as per the said circular and the number of
new land permits issued under each phase,
separately;

the total number of new permits that have
been issued by the Pottuvil Divisional
Secretariat during the last 17 years, as per
the said circular;

the number of land permits that have been
applied for under the said circular, but have
not yet been issued;

the number of permits that have been
recommended by the Land Title Settlement
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Department of the Eastern Province and
have been forwarded to the Pottuvil
Divisional Secretariat, but have not yet been
issued;

(vi) the reasons that have led to the retention of
the said land permits without being issued;
and

(vi))  whether steps will be taken to issue the said
permits to the eligible persons
expeditiously?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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REHABILITATION CENTRES FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUG
ADDICTS: NORTHERN PROVINCE

1824/2026
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(o) B)eirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether rehabilitation centres have been
established under the Provincial Ministry of
Health of the Northern Province for the
rehabilitation of individuals addicted to
alcohol and drugs;

(i) if so, the districts in which the
rehabilitation centres have been established;

(iii) whether services are currently being
rendered from the above centres;

(iv) if so, the districts in which services are
rendered;

(v) ifnot, the reasons therefor; and

(vi) the time frame within which these centers
are expected to become functional?

(b) Ifnot, why?
@St  (§008w) emesEsr §8weim e®exdwe
(S8 Bewdss g@imundw)
(wresryflg (sevrplgl) (QFsval) GQasaragsowr o flwrger -
Qeugaer sarl_a 78] Seniodai)
(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne - Deputy
Minister of Mass Media)
Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Health and
Mass Media, I answer the Hon. Member's Question.

(a) (1) Yes.

Alcohol rehabilitation services are being
provided through health institutions under
the Northern Provincial Ministry of Health.
In addition, drug dependence treatment and
rehabilitation services have been initiated at
selected hospitals in the Northern Province
under the National Dangerous Drugs
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(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)
(vi)

Control Board under the purview of

Ministry of  Public  Security and
Parliamentary Affairs.
Alcohol  rehabilitation ~ centres  are

functioning at the following institutions
under the Northern Provincial Health
Services:

e Divisional Hospital, Dharmapuram -
Kilinochchi District

e Base Hospital, Chavakachcheri -
Jaffna District

Drug  dependence treatment  and
rehabilitation services under the National
Dangerous Drugs Control Board have been
established or are being developed at:

¢ Divisional Hospital, Oddusuddan -
Mullaitivu District

o Divisional Hospital, Gurunagar -
Jaffna District

Yes.

Alcohol rehabilitation services are currently
being provided at:

¢ Divisional Hospital, Dharmapuram
o Base Hospital, Chavakachcheri

Drug-dependence treatment and
rehabilitation services have also
commenced at the Divisional Hospital
Oddusuddan under the National Dangerous
Drugs Control Board. The proposed centre
at Divisional Hospital Gurunagar is not yet
operational, as renovation and infrastructure
improvement works are currently in

progress.

Services are currently being provided in the
following districts:

Jaffna - Alcohol rehabilitation

District services at Base Hospital,
Chavakachcheri.

Kilinochchi - Alcohol rehabilitation

District services at Divisional
Hospital, Dharmapuram.

Mullaitivu - Drug dependence treatment

District and rehabilitation services
at Divisional Hospital
Oddusuddan under the
National Dangerous Drugs
Control Board.

Does not arise.

The drug dependence treatment and
rehabilitation centre at Divisional Hospital
Gurunagar is expected to become
operational following the completion of the
ongoing renovation works and the provision
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of necessary facilities by the National
Dangerous Drugs Control Board.

The exact date of commencement will be
determined by the National Dangerous
Drugs Control Board, which comes under
the purview of the Ministry of Public
Security and Parliamentary Affairs, based
on the progress and completion of the
renovation and other preparatory works.

(b) Does not arise.

I hope I clarified your queries, Hon. Member, but
unfortunately, I am unable to provide any further answers
on behalf of the Ministry. However, I would be happy to
provide any further clarifications, if you reach out to me
personally, getting down information from the Ministry.

©0 (e00exs) 8F®5¢sT wBBE0® Bwmo

(orevrLfl@ (sweubFwii) USLBTHET Fobhgwiednids D)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

Thank you very much. Tomorrow, there is a Meeting
of that Ministerial Consultative Committee. So, I will
raise my questions with the Hon. Minister and get them
clarified. Again, thank you so much for the Answer.
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asked the Minister of Trade,

@r@mev, ersir?

Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(@
@)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
V)

Will he inform this House-

whether sufficient rice stocks could be
released to the market during the festive
season;

the controlled prices of all types of rice by
type, separately;

the arrangements made to distribute rice
through the Lanka Sathosa Limited;

the types of rice imported; and

the current prices of such rice by type,
separately?

(b)

©
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Will he also inform this House -

@)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

™)

If not,

whether sufficient stocks of essential food
are stored within the country;

whether such food is imported solely by the
private sector;

if not, in what manner the public sector
intervenes in that regard,

whether the Consumer Affairs Authority
intervenes adequately to control the prices
of rice and other essential food items; and

the manner in which the Authority
intervenes in price control?

why?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe - Minister of Trade,
Commerce, Food Security and Co-operative Development)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the number of Tamil-medium schools
located in the Ratnapura District;
(ii) the names of the said schools;

(iii)  separately, the number of teacher vacancies
existing in the said schools for each subject;
and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to fill the
said vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment)

Hon. Speaker, in response to the Question raised

under

Standing Order No.

27(2) by the Hon.

Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, I wish to provide the
following Answer on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education.

1. Emergency Travel Documents and visa issues:

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

L.5.

1.6.

1.7.

The issuance of passports and Emergency
Travel Documents falls within the statutory
mandate of the Department of Immigration

and Emigration of Sri Lanka.
A Non-Machine Readable Passport -
NMRP - was an Emergency Travel

Document previously issued by Sri Lankan
Missions and posts abroad to facilitate the
return of Sri Lankan nationals who did not
possess a valid Sri Lankan passport.

Unlike an ordinary passport, an NMRP was
intended solely to enable the holder to
return to Sri Lanka. It was not valid for
regular international travel or for purposes
such as visa renewal, extension of stay,
employment, continued residence abroad or
travel to a third country.

The issuance of NMRPs was discontinued
with effect from 01 of May, 2026
following the introduction of the machine-
readable Emergency Travel Document -
ETD - system by the Department of
Immigration and Emigration of Sri Lanka.
This transition was implemented in
accordance with the international travel
document standards recommended by the
International Civil Aviation Organization -
the ICAO.

An ETD may be issued to a Sri Lankan
national who is lawfully residing abroad
and does not possess a valid Sri Lankan
passport, but wishes to return voluntarily to
Sri Lanka due to an emergency. Such
circumstances include the loss, theft,
damage or expiry of a passport, the
exhaustion of all passport pages or cases
involving a new-born child who has not yet
been issued a Sri Lankan passport.

An ETD is valid for a period of six months
and may be used exclusively for a single
journey to Sri Lanka. Accordingly, it cannot
be used for visa renewal, extension of stay,
continued residence abroad, travel to a third
country or any other purpose associated
with international travel.

With regard to Sri Lankan nationals
residing in Chennai and the State of Tamil

1.8.

1.9.

1.10

1174

Nadu, applicants submitting applications
for renewal of passports through the
Deputy High Commission of Sri Lanka in
Chennai may return their existing valid
passports until their renewed passports are
received from the Department of
Immigration and Emigration.

Applicants are advised to submit their
passport renewal applications well in
advance of the expiry of their existing
passports in order to avoid any
inconvenience and where necessary, the
Deputy High Commission of Sri Lanka in
Chennai, in coordination with the
Department ~ of  Immigration  and
Emigration, may take appropriate action to
facilitate and expedite the processing of
passport renewal applications.

Where a person does not possess the
supporting documents required for the
issuance or renewal of a regular passport,
he or she may seek guidance and assistance
from the Deputy High Commission of Sri
Lanka in Chennai. Upon verification of the
applicants of Sri Lankan citizenship, a
Temporary Travel Document - TTD - may
be issued subject to the applicable
procedures and the approval of the
Department of Immigration and Emigration
to facilitate the applicants' return to Sri
Lanka. Upon returning to Sri Lanka, the
applicant may obtain the required
supporting documents and apply for a
regular passport in accordance with the
prevailing  laws,  regulations  and
administrative procedures.

Further information, clarification and
assistance regarding the issuance or
renewal of passports and emergency travel
documents for the Sri Lankan nationals
residing in Chennai and the State of Tamil
Nadu may be obtained from the
Department of Immigration and Emigration
of Sri Lanka, which is the competent
authority responsible for those matters.

2. Issues related to birth registration and citizenship.

2.1

22

Under Section 5(2) of the Citizenship Act,
No. 18 of 1948, as amended, a child born
outside Sri Lanka to Sri Lankan parents,
where, at least, one parent was a Sri Lankan
citizen at the time of the child’s birth, is
eligible to claim Sri Lankan citizenship by
descent. Such births are required to be
registered in accordance with the
prescribed legal procedure for the
confirmation of citizenship by descent.

Applications for the registration of birth
occurring outside Sri Lanka and citizenship
by descent may be submitted through the
Deputy High Commission of Sri Lanka in
Chennai. The Deputy High Commission
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23

24

25
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facilitates the processing of such referred to the relevant authorities
applications in coordination with the responsible for the formulation,

Registrar General’s Department and the
Department of Immigration and Emigration
of Sri Lanka.

The Registrar General’s Department is the
competent authority responsible  for
approving the registration of births that
occur outside Sri Lanka and issuing the
relevant birth certificates. Upon receipt of
such approval, the Deputy High
Commission of Sri Lanka in Chennai
registers the birth in accordance with the
applicable laws, regulations and the
administrative procedures.

The registration of birth and citizenship
should, as far as possible, be completed
within one year from the date of birth.
However, where an application is submitted
after the expiry of one year, it may still be
processed as a delayed registration subject
to the prescribed procedures, payment of the
applicable additional fees, submission of the
required supporting documents and the
completion of the necessary verification
process.

In order to improve access to consular
service for Sri Lankan nationals residing in
the State of Tamil Nadu,, including those
residing in refugee or rehabilitation camps,
the Deputy High Commission of Sri Lanka
in Chennai may, from time to time, organize
consular mobile service programmes in
accordance with the consular mobile service
guidelines issued by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism.
These mobile services facilitate inter alia
the registration of births and applications for
citizenship by descent. The organization of
such programmes is subject to the
identification  of  suitable  locations,
assessment of public demand, availability of
the required logistical arrangements and the
prior approval of the Ministry.

3. Voluntary repatriation, livelihood assistance and
resettlement.

3.1

32

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism does not
administer ~ financial  allocations  or
programmes relating to land allocation,
housing assistance, livelihood development,
land restoration or resettlement of persons
who voluntarily return to Sri Lanka whether
from Chennai or from any other country.

Matters related to land allocation, housing,
livelihood assistance, rehabilitation and
resettlement fall within the mandate of the
respective Line Ministries, departments and
other competent government institutions.
Accordingly, such matters should be

implementation and administration of these
programmes, where applicable.

Sir, that concludes the Reply to the Hon. Member’s
Question.

Thank you.

OO DOIBINBHD O

(orerL @ FUTHTWST Sy6uTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, you can now
seek a clarification.
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LEGAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO LEASING
OUT RECLAIMED LAND AND PROPERTIES
WITHIN COLOMBO PORT CITY: STATEMENT BY
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Sir, the Answer to the question raised by the Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake on 07.07.26 is as follows:

(@

(b)

The status of the Colombo Port City as part of the
territory of Sri Lanka was affirmed by the
Supreme Court in its Determination in S.C. (S.D.)
Nos. 04/2021, 05/2021 and 07/2021 to 23/2021.
The Court holds that the Colombo Port City is part
of the territory of Sri Lanka in terms of the law and
that Parliament has legislative power over the
reclaimed area.

Further, by Gazette Extraordinary No. 2135/13
dated 05" August, 2019, the reclaimed land
comprising the Colombo Port City was declared,
under Section 3 of the Administrative Districts
Act, No. 22 of 1955, to form part of the Colombo
Administrative District.

Accordingly, the Colombo Port City forms part of
the territory of Sri Lanka.

Under the Tripartite Agreement dated 12" August,
2016 and entered into between the China Harbour
Engineering Company - CHEC - Port City
Colombo (Private) Limited, the Project Company,
the Government of Sri Lanka and the Urban
Development Authority - the UDA, the Project
Company became entitled to 116.1 hectares of
reclaimed land on a leasehold basis, as
consideration for undertaking and financing the
reclamation project. That land area consisted of 46
individual land parcels.

The leasehold interests in those land parcels were
granted by the UDA through Master Leases for a
period of 99 years, and have been duly registered
in the Land Registry. The statutory authority for
those lease arrangements is further recognized
under the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021, which defines
“Project Company Marketable Land” in Section
75 as the proportion of the reclaimed land situated
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within the Area of Authority of the Colombo Port
City made available to the Project Company by
way of Master Leases issued by the UDA.

Since the execution of the said Master Leases,
CHEC Port City Colombo (Private) Limited has
surrendered leases over 10 land parcels
comprising a total extent of 12.99 hectares.
Thereafter, the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission executed leases in respect of the
same land parcels with investors for the purpose
of carrying out the approved developments on
those plots.

Accordingly, the balance land presently held
under Master Leases by the Project Company
continues to constitute ‘“Project Company
Marketable Land”, as defined in Section 75 of the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act
and remain subject to the leasehold framework
established under the Tripartite Agreement, the
relevant Master Leases and the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Act.

Persons or entities who obtain land within the
Colombo Port City do not acquire freehold
ownership of land.

Under Sections 6(1)(c) and (d) and Sections 38(a)
and (b) of the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021, the
Commission is empowered to lease Government
Marketable Land and Project Company
Marketable Land situated within the Area of
Authority of the Colombo Port City.

The leases granted thereunder are for a period of
up to 99 years.

The lessee holds the land on a leasehold basis for
a term of up to 99 years. Upon the expiry of the
lease term, the lessee is required to yield vacant
and peaceful possession of the Development Site
together with any buildings, fixtures and fittings
remaining thereon to the lessor.

Further, any portion of the Development Site and
any associated leasehold rights that remain vested
in the lessee and have not been lawfully
transferred in accordance with the Colombo Port
City Economic Commission Act and the relevant
transaction documents shall be surrendered to and
vest in the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission in accordance with the terms of the
applicable Indenture of Lease.

It is important to note, however, that while the
underlying land within the Area of Authority of
the Colombo Port City is made available
exclusively on a leasehold basis, the Colombo
Port City Economic Commission Act expressly
contemplates the creation and disposition of
condominium parcels. In terms of Sections 38(c)
and 38(d) of the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021, the
Commission may, jointly with the relevant
investor, developer or Project Company, lease or
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transfer condominium parcels on a freehold basis.
Accordingly, apartment units and other
condominium parcels developed on leased land
may be transferred to third parties either on a
leasehold or freehold basis, notwithstanding that
the underlying land itself remains leased and not
owned outright.

Further, Sections 6(1)(e) and 6(1)(f) of the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act
empower the Commission to lease or transfer on a
freehold basis condominium parcels on
Government and Project Company Marketable
Land. These provisions, read together with
Sections 38(c) and 38(d), demonstrate that the Act
distinguishes between ownership of the underlying
land and the ownership or transfer of
condominium parcels constructed thereon.

Accordingly, where condominium parcels have
been lawfully transferred to third parties in
accordance with the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act and the applicable transaction
documents, such interests would be governed by
the terms of the relevant transfer instruments and
applicable law.

The answer is provided for in the Indenture of
Lease entered between the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission and the lessee under
lessee's obligations.

There are no legal provisions for automatic
renewal or preferential automatic renewal. The
lease shall be valid only for a period of 99 years.

Upon the natural expiry of the lease, as provided
for in the Indenture of Lease, the Development
Site is to be handed back to the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission and the Commission is not
obliged to compensate the lessee for any
improvements or developments remaining on the
site, and the lessee does not require the removal of
buildings upon expiry.

Provision 2.6 (d) of the Indenture of Lease
provides as follows:

“The Lessee shall yield unto the Lessor
vacant and peaceful possession of the
Development Site (or any remaining part
thereof) together with all buildings, fixtures,
fittings thereon upon the expiry of this
Indenture of Lease.”

The Colombo Port City Economic Commission
Act already provides mechanisms through which
Parliament may be informed of matters relating to
the administration of assets within the Port City. In
particular, Section 6(1)(aa) requires the
Commission to submit an Annual Report on its
operations, income and expenditure to be placed
before Parliament, while Section 15(2) requires
audited financial reports to be tabled in Parliament.

In addition, Section 6(1)(z) empowers the
President or the relevant Minister to require the
Commission to submit reports on any specific
matter relating to the Colombo Port City. While
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the Act does not expressly require periodic
reporting to Parliament on the legal status,
ownership structure and future disposition of every
State land parcel and asset within the Port City, it
establishes statutory reporting mechanisms and a
transparent legal framework governing the leasing
and transfer of land and condominium parcels
within the area of Authority.

The detailed information is given in Annex 01. In
summary, the proposed investment committed for
five years is US Dollars 2.1 billion. With regard to
employment generation, the proposed manpower
requirement for Year One is 14,335 and the
number of employment opportunities created as of
December, 2025 is, 9,871. There are 176
companies under four categories: 03 duty-free
shops, 09 primary BSIs, 101 secondary BSIs and
63 Aps under those categories. I table’ this
particular list as the Annex.

(i) The Colombo Port City presents a unique
opportunity for Sri Lanka to position itself as
a globally competitive investment destination
by offering what investors value most:
stability, efficiency, transparency and
predictability. The Government’s ongoing
economic reforms and efforts to restore
macroeconomic stability have strengthened
investor confidence and laid the foundation
for sustainable economic growth.

To realize this vision, the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission is developing the
Colombo Port City as a world-class special
economic zone and a regional hub, connecting
the South Asia, the East Asia, the Middle
East, Africa and Europe. Through a
transparent and efficient Single-window
framework, investors are able to establish and
operate businesses with reduced bureaucratic
obstacles and greater regulatory certainty.

The Commission, together with the
Government, has undertaken several key
initiatives, including,

e  establishing a clearer licensing and
mventive framework;

e  enhancing transparency, efficiency and
regulatory certainty;

e  strengthening  investor  facilitation
through a true Single-window approach;
and

e promoting the Colombo Port City as a
competitive platform for international
investment and regional operations.

The Colombo Port City is being actively
promoted to investors from China, India,
Japan, Korea, the Middle East, Australia, the

* gedmmeed D .
* preflewsiSslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerengy.
* Placed in the Library.
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United Kingdom, Europe, the United States
and other global markets, leveraging Sri
Lanka’s strategic location at the centre of the
Indian Ocean and along one of the world’s
busiest maritime trade routes. This location
provides access to a market of over two
billion people within relatively a short flying
distance.

The progress achieved thus far demonstrates
growing investor confidence. The Colombo
Port City, having attracted approximately US
Dollars 1.4 billion for construction purposes
in foreign development and nearing the
completion of the horizontal infrastructure,
has potential to attracting a further US Dollars
12 billion and creating over 173,000 high-
value jobs. Ten land parcels totaling
approximately 12.99 hectares have already
been leased to developers and construction
has commenced on approximately six of the
said land parcels with construction expected
to commence on the remaining leased land
parcels in the not too distant future.

Accordingly, the Commission continues to
work with the Government to continue
strengthening the regulatory framework,
enhancing the ease of doing business and
positioning the Colombo Port City as a
credible, secure and predictable investment
destination where investors could establish
long-term operations with confidence.

Thank you.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can seek for a short clarification.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

IO @ W Grewmewssy 9O fHews,
Boewless mznemn® [0 (eedes) BedS wif Oomif
Eoes239038) Ses.

GYSITLIDG, OTHTLIG FLTBTUWST  YUTHE  YHBTFTS
Dloaflsorgy  ysevGeay, LATFF  FuTBTWET Yyeuissr  [wmerLldy
(swsugglwii) fleweal] Frad)] HewevswLn oumsGhHTTiH6T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

MO 68 G BNGBZ DY

(orenTfl@ rall &meTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am overjoyed that the
Government has accepted a business proposition which
was rejected earlier in foto; they seem to be accepting it in
real business terms, which I appreciate again.

208Ee®xsInd
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Hon. Minister, my concern is whether the
interpretation is from the Attorney-General’s Department,
the Supreme Court or from the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission. The information you gave
justifies that it was given by the Supreme Court through a
judgment. They say that it is a 99-year lease and can no
way be changed. And, how could that be subsequently
changed through the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission is the question I asked. I am a pro-business
person; I would love to see anybody doing any business
anywhere even to earn a dollar, which is better than
earning nothing.

When you have investments coming in from Sri
Lankans or whoever it is and when they are ready to
invest, if a doubt exists in their minds about the lease,
which would be restricted only for 99 years, then the
salability of these land plots would be in question. That
had been repeatedly asked at three different stages and
the Colombo Port City Economic Commission, which is
the supreme body, gave three different answers and I
would like to see this as the final answer. Then, when it
comes to its legality, the Supreme Court's interpretation
certainly seems to override the response of the Colombo
Port City Economic Commission.

So, Hon. Minister, I am flagging this particular
question entirely from an investor’s perspective because |
would like to see investments growing. But, my concern
is, there seems to be a contradictory statement in your
Answer given to Parliament. So, I would greatly
appreciate it if you would kindly have this rechecked
because with what is going on now, you could
subsequently, in two, three years, have the investment
approach completely changed, saying this was not the
interpretation of the Supreme Court.

So, Hon. Minister, I would like it looked at from two
different ends. China has invested over US Dollars 1.8
billion into this particular project. At this particular
moment, Sri Lankan companies have also invested in
your US Dollars 2.1 billion investment portfolio. Why
has the Chinese company, which had invested so much in
Sri Lanka, not been able to bring investments into the
country? They want to put in investments and have
dollars coming in from other areas; they get their
dividends coming in from monies not brought from their
country. Hon. Minister, I think it is a necessity.

That is why I asked question (i), in order to get
information on investments coming in from the USA,
India, being the closest to us, the European Union, Japan
and all of them. Investments coming in from them would
be what is expected by the Sri Lankans as a pro-growth
approach to develop Sri Lanka. So, Hon. Minister, please
do not give me an answer just to satisfy the Question I
asked under Standing Order No. 27(2). Look at the
legality of this because it would certainly be
questionable, if it is not properly looked into.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon. Member, as of now, the objective of the
Colombo Port City, of course, is to create it as an
investment hub. It is mainly governed by the rules-based
decisions and the entire purpose is to create a conducive
environment for investments with ease of doing business.

Then, coming on to the matter of its legality,
interpretations were made on the court judgment and
under the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act.
- [Interruption.] 1 am going to clarify it. When it comes to
the leasehold property, the land, according to the
explanation, it is very clear that the lease is for 99 years. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Member, give me a minute to finish
explaining. Then, you can add your ideas. And, when it
comes to condominium parcels, there is a possibility that
the Commission may go either for leasehold or freehold.
That is what is stated.

Then, as to why the Port City has not attracted
investments so far, I would like to say that some things
are gradually being amended and facilitations would be
made in due course. There is a slow growth, as of now.
But, I am happy to announce that already 176 companies
have either commenced businesses or have agreed to
invest and we need to follow them up. That is how there
have been investments in addition to the initial investment
of US Dollars 2.1 billion. Among them, there are primary
strategic business investments and secondary strategic
business investments, within which other authorized
persons would carry out businesses. However, we will
look into other areas for promoting investment
opportunities. - [Interruption]

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you can have a very short
verification.

®C 08 WS €002¥6B2% Dm0
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, the problem that exists is this. Assuming that the
entire land area of 269 hectares is sold for condominium
projects, are you telling me that this country, which has
now given it on lease for 99 years, would give it
permanently on freehold? So, there is something radically
wrong. | am saying this because I would like to see the
Prime Lands, the Home Lands, the ICC and others
succeed. But, I do not want someone, in order to not to
make it futuristic, saying that this is a questionable one.
Therefore, as the Deputy Minister concerned, please get it
clarified from the relevant authorities and make it legal.
Otherwise, people would not come and invest in this
country.

®6 Beradss mOznEmR )
(oreryfl@ Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, do not go for a debate.

@G (80028w) @B F BswsIn Swvmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

If there are any other avenues for improvement, we
would look into them.

As of now, the separation between land and
condominium parcels is very clear. For condominium
parcels, there is no restriction - [Interruption.] Yes, that is
the land, to which this Section refers. Please look into
that. - [Interruption.] That is true, but when it comes to a
property leased out for a period of 99 years, we suppose
that it is an adequate time period for any investor to get a
return on his investment. And, we will see whether there
are any other concerns. Other ease of doing business
facilities would be provided.

Thank you. [Interruption.]

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg UWrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we are not going for a debate on that
across the Floor.

Next, the second Ministerial Statement of the day, the
Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, Minister of Women
and Child Affairs, in reply to the Question raised by the
Hon. Sajith Premadasa under Standing Order No. 27(2)
on 09.07.2026.
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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND
EXPEDITION OF CHILD ABUSE CASES:

STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF WOMEN AND
CHILD AFFAIRS
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, do you wish to ask for a
clarification?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you a minute, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
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Give me just one minute.

o0 @OBRBeB, @F¥p drewsxi® ©8 IS
BT DO V. VWIS ©eWI® 0BG
BEnOW o ¢Bivn. @D ©®&msNOHmE ©® IRBwed
3©5000Bw  cBed®m O wHDD WG D
Bodmrydn. & g@imoeadn cuedam mom ©ud nEMD
¢OOsY eOMEDEY, IO 00xNeds’ VINBe  ©®
0B w O BEeden Bwont®m mOsImd ¢fenw ¢O5do.
& 00D 0 AIRBtO A6 gy WOBTHO dvN.

I om® 00 RIHBwO 03D ICHOE® o
DS GW BBy, BLNDHO DuOE0ed §E® ¢BB08m® -
Fundamental Rights - ®Bwce ©8dedcww Bedumdo.
28w BBHPGOGTTed Bx® @e® daw 8w ®OBIHO
NGO OvDED  woerddm 00 OImd DO,
DO IO €O OTed, ¢O8eds, msImdsied:s
2880:8»® ¢ Fundamental Rights Chapter 0 ames
WOSTHO RINSw TG A e¢rIm. & EBlwnwd
Boved 88 Bweeern® emisiedd 88nd ged cud®
©8HeRdnnE R e¢m .

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(wresryflg Lrdld surprwst Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, do you want to reply to that?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Notice of Motions at the commencement of
Public Business.
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(The Hon.(Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social  Security and  Community
Empowerment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, Public Business. Item Nos. 01 and 02 -
Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act,
the Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha. You have 14 minutes.
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT:
REGULATIONS
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have only two more
minutes of the time allotted to you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, I think you should wind
up now.

I shall call upon the next Speaker. The Hon. Nishantha
Jayaweera. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, the Debate on the
Adjournment Motion is about the Black July riots of
1983. Why have we decided to speak on that today? Why
have we taken up this Adjournment Debate? It is not to
blame the past, but to learn from the past and never to

repeat the mistakes of the past. It is important that our
new generation understands what Black July is and what
it did to us, our friendships, our country, our society and
to our economy. It is very important. So, we must learn
from the past. The whole lesson should be, when we are
divided, we would fall and with unity, we would stand
tall regardless of race, religion or any other reason. But,
quite unfortunately, this simple topic was unable to be
comprehended by some of the Hon. Members of the
Opposition, who were preaching venomous hatred even
today. But, that is up to them; that is their political
culture.

Madam, no person is born a racist; no person is born
hating another person’s race or religion. Hatred is taught;
it is learnt. People are born with natural feelings like love,
compassion and brotherhood. Those are the feelings that
are natural to a human being. So, it is with those feelings
and unity that we survived for thousands of years; that is
how we survived. And, hatred, racial hatred especially, is
being taught for political reasons.

Then, talking about Black July - we have to learn
about it - that was the pinnacle or the height of our racist
tensions, where so many of our brothers and sisters lost
their lives and properties for no fault of theirs, but for
belonging to a particular ethnic group. Madam, 1983 &8
®w eI ®EBY, 194857 vy § 8IS BBsws Beadmdo.
@® edanscnm D108 BuEeE® wmemwe edc »08, the
1983 riots transpired. I was only 11 years of age when
that happened, and I lived in Kalubowila. As a young
boy, what I saw should not be seen by anyone. On that
fateful day, first, it was a rumor that was going around
saying that the LTTE was coming to Colombo to attack
us. Remember, it was at a time when there was no social
media, no mobile phones, but only land phones available
that the rumour was being spread like a wildfire and in an
organized manner. They were sending messages to
Kalubowila saying, “Maharagama is flat because, now,
the LTTE has attacked Maharagama and people are
dying”. So, people in Kalubowila panicked. And to
Maharagama, they had told, “They have destroyed
Kirulapone already. Now, they are coming to your
village.” How did this organized rumour go around at a
time when there were only land phones and no mobile
phones or Facebook? It was State-sponsored is my
answer. Those rumours were State-sponsored. After 13
soldiers died on that fateful day, the Government at the
time - JR’s Government - deliberately waited for two
days without mobilizing the Police, allowing people to
run riot. So, that is why I say J.R. Jayewardene’s
Government was a terrorist government and it, this
attack, was State-sponsored terrorism of the highest
order.

I remember that the Tamil people who lived among us
lived with no fear. Our cultural identity, our friendship
and all were based on that. As a child, I remember that
the first sweet I tasted was "sookiri"” when I was in Jaffna.
That is how I remember Jaffna. The first time I ate "id/i"
in my life was in Kandy at Uncle Ganesan’s house while
we were watching the Kandy Perahera. That is how we
were raised and that is what we remember.
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In July, 1983, in my house, we had to keep Uncle
Ganesan, his wife and his family. When they were seing
other places being burnt down, they were in tears inside
our rooms, fearing for their lives. Remember, the Sinhala
people or the Sri Lankan Colombo people stood by the
Tamil people, but the State-sponsored terrorism went on.

My grandfather, Alfred Perera, had been living in
Kalubowila since the 1920s. On that day, I was standing
with my grandfather by the side of the road only about
100 metres from the Kalubowila Hospital. A group of
people had come with electoral registers in their hands,
said my grandfather, and had asked him, “Who are you?
Are there any Tamil people living in this house?” They
had lists with them. And remember, that was not a time
when people had WhatsApp. So, how did those goons get
all that information? It was State-sponsored and they had
electoral registers. The villagers came and said, “This is
Alfred Perera. He is a Sinhala man and there are no
Tamils living there”, while we had eight to 15 Tamils
inside our own house. That is a different matter. So, that
is why I say that it was sponsored by the then UNP
Government and no one else. Thereafter, I remember, we
had to get them out of the country.

My father, being a filmmaker, always believed that we
must have a Tamil film industry. So, many years later, he
made a movie called “Anuragam” and another called
“Nadu Potra Vaalga”, with which Uncle Ganeshan was
involved, both as a producer as well as an actor. It was
only much later, in the 1990s, that I realized that Uncle
Ganeshan and his wife, who lived with his family in our
house, were actually the Hon. Mano Ganesan’s parents. [
did not know that earlier; only in the late 1990s I realized
that and I spoke to him. So, that is how we looked after
each other. At the same time, there was also a great
filmmaker called Venkat. We called him Uncle Venkat.
He was the director of “Siri Pathula”, a movie about the
Buddha. My father told him - we were living at No. 15,
Peiris Road - “Venkat, do not go out today. Today seems
to be a little unsettling. So, you had better stay with us
tonight.” He said, “This is my village. Why should I fear?
I am the man who made that movie about the Buddha. So,
who would touch me?” Only fifteen minutes later, we got
the message that he was burned alive inside his own
vehicle.

So, we have suffered enough. We have seen enough
blood, sweated enough, shed enough tears and that should
not happen again. So much so that I, Harshana
Nanayakkara, being the Minister of Justice and National
Integration, have a particular section in my Ministry
which I like the most. That is the section on National
Integration, where we work to trace missing persons and
bring back people together through the Office for
National Unity and Reconciliation. In order to investigate
into the missing persons, our Government has spent Rs.
375 million. Right now, there are 75 members serving on
15 panels working to identify what happened to those
missing persons, not only after what happened in the
North after 2000, but even during 1988 and 1989. So,
what happened to those who went missing in the entire

Island, we want to find out and bring a closure to those
cases. So, as the Minister of Justice and National
Integration, I am glad that I spoke today, sharing my
personal experiences. As a child, I saw when I was in
Kalubowila Junction how they came and killed the man
who had been mending our shoes for years in a brutal
manner. I had seen the people wounded and who were
trying to reach the hospital being beaten up by the racist
goons. | feel embarrassed because, now, I meet so many
of my friends who are living overseas. After the ‘83 riots,
they left this country and they are not here. But, they
have forgiven us; those people have forgiven us.

We understand that all this racism has to come to an
end. Our Government will make sure that it comes to an
end. Why? Why am I, Harshana Nanayakkara - they said
a lot of things about 1988, 1989 and the JVP - with such
a background, Hon. Rahuman, here? The reason is
simple. The reason is, this Government stands by all the
human rights and values. We are not racist; we treat
people equally. One thing that impressed me about my
leader Anura Dissanayake from the very beginning was
his compassion and also his stance on racial and religious
issues. He always tells us that all of us are the same, that
we are equal. We may be different, but we are equal. So,
I am glad that I am part of the Government in bringing
that dream to a complete success. If you look at how the
ratings of our President at the recent social researches, his
popularity is the highest in Jaffna in the North as well as
among the Malaiyagam community. So, therefore, I
think, we are doing the right thing without being racist.

However, what I would like to say is, we should not
make the same mistake again. We have to understand that
we were wrong, that what happened in July, 1983 was
wrong. That is why this country suffered for well over 30
years. And, believe me, when we fight for well over 30
years, it takes more than one Provincial Council Election
and more than enacting laws to build the lost trust. That
trust can only be built with compassion, love,
brotherhood and believing in unity.

Madam, I will finish off by quoting Psalm 133:1:

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together
in unity!”

That is why God created us, to be united. Why? Unity
among God’s people is seen as something good and
pleasant, reflecting God’s desire for His followers to live
in peace and mutual support. That is how humans are
intended to live and that is exactly what the National
People’s Power wants to do. So, today’s Adjournment
Motion is about learning from the past and making sure
that such an incident does not get repeated. No matter
whatever people try - I do not want to engage in petty
politics here - we have a bigger job to do and our bigger
job is to make sure that those ugly incidents would never
happen, that we all would live like one mother’s children.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.46 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 24th July, 2026.
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The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, has requested for three
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 01 - 893/2025 -
raised by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, has requested for three
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 02 - 894/2025 -
raised by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, has requested for three
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 03 - 895/2025 -
raised by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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