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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE]

in the Chair.
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MEMBERS

OO DAIBNWBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Report and

Accounts of the University of Kelaniya for the year 2024.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

e E®esz 8, e es®@» Ss.
aflsorr BIGsLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTemLiLIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Annual Performance Report of the

Inland Revenue Department for the year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z Sas.
afleoarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Performance Report of the Judges of

the Superior Courts for the year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.

@07 (49008w) 03B OB
(oressryfl@ (SvTHlE) apfesf owreEsMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of the Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the Election Commission in the Report of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament;

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of the Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
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on the Audit Service Commission in the Report of
the Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament; and

(iii) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of the Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption in the Report of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament.

I move that these Reports be referred to the
Committee on Public Accounts.

e E®eszd 8, ests e3®8» Ses.
aflsarr Bl HLILIL (B) STDmYs GCls eI L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development under
Section 20 read with Sections 4(1), 6 and 14 of the
Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969,
as amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 and published in Gazette Extraordinary No.
2493/03 of 15" June, 2026; and

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development under
Section 20 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the
Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969,
as amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 and published in Gazette Extraordinary No.
2493/39 of 18" June, 2026.

I move that these Regulations be referred to the
Committee on Public Finance.

gadmas S8z @EY, e O8» Se.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar -

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of unguarded level crossings
found in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of unguarded level crossings
found in the Batticaloa District;

(iii) separately, the number
employees and
serving at the
crossings; and

of permanent
temporary employees
said unguarded level

(iv) the date on which the said temporary
employees will be given permanent
appointments?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and

Water Supply:
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(i)

Will he inform this House the -

solutions that are provided to persons who
are unable to construct a house due to
disability; and

measures that will be taken to resolve the
housing problem of persons with
disabilities who own a land, but do not have
a house?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the criteria that are considered in providing
a house under the policy "Leaving No One
Behind";

(i) whether the said criteria have been
formulated to include the entire community
with disabilities;

(iii) whether there is a system for allocating a
certain percentage of houses to persons with
disabilities in the housing schemes
constructed by the Government; and

(iv)  if not, whether such a system for allocating
houses will be introduced in the future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of pensioners in Sri Lanka who
are currently receiving pensions;

(i) whether he is aware that the organizations
of pensioners point out that pension
anomalies increase whenever the salaries in
the Public Service are revised; and

(iif) the measures that have been taken so far
and the measures that will be taken by the
present Government to minimize the said
pension anomalies?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(@)
@

(i)

(iif)

(b)
(@)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)
©

Will he state the -

number of registered consumers who obtain
water supplied by the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board in the Colombo
District;

total volume of water that is required for the
said consumers; and

average number of applications that are
received daily for new water connections in
the district?

Will he also state -

whether he is aware that there are
consumers in certain areas of the district
who are experiencing inconveniences due
to insufficient supply of water caused by
low water pressure every day;

if so, whether steps will be taken to supply
water at adequate pressure to the said areas;

whether he is aware that the water tank at
Rukmalgama, although constructed in 1985
with a large storage capacity, is currently in
a non-functional condition;

whether he is aware that the majority of the
water consumers in the Rukmalgama
Housing Project, which consists of 501
housing units, and many families in the
Vijayapura area are suffering hardships due
to the said reason; and

the reasons for the inability to restore the
said water tank?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the year in which the Janatha Estate
Development Board was established;

(if) the total extent of lands owned by the
Board at present; and

(iii)  whether lands owned by the Board are
located in the Kandy District?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the total extent of lands owned by the
Board in the Hanthana Forest Reserve in
acres;

(i) whether there is a land called Ukuwela
Watta located in the said forest reserve;

(iii) whether the said land located in the
Hanthana Forest Reserve has been
transferred in exchange for a land in the
Balangoda area; and

(iv)  if so, the current owner of that land?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he admit that -

(i) in many shops in Sri Lanka, traders sell
goods by determining prices at their own
discretion without any reasonable basis;
and

(i) consumers are subjected to unfair treatment
as a result of the reason referred to above?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of officers deployed by the
Consumer Affairs Authority to conduct
raids on such establishments;

(i) whether the Authority has in place a
mechanism to control the sale of goods at
unreasonable prices in this manner; and

(iii)  if not, the measures that will be taken to
formulate such a mechanism?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the year and date on which the China-Sri
Lanka Friendship Nephrology Specialized
Hospital in the Polonnaruwa District was
established;

(i) whether the said hospital and its service
units were established after conducting a
feasibility study;

(iii) the names of the units that have been
established for patient care services; and

(iv) the services provided by each patient care
unit separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House separately the -

(1) types of laboratories established in the said
hospital; and

(i) number of tests conducted by the diagnostic
laboratories and the number of research
studies conducted by the laboratories
established for research purposes since the
date of establishment of the said hospital up
to now?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Biochemistry
Histopathology
Hematology
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INSTALLATION OF STREET LIGHTS: CRITERIA FOLLLOWED @) @)Gmev, sreir?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
l. o6 owsin G eBEm® Qv (06 BBw oo Provincial Councils and Local Government:
Bmamed goRO §6D8 Owm @DHDD) () Is he aware that -
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Gamayr allsrar@s RIGLYT @ TFd FTiUTS) (i) the public faces significant hardships at
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon. night due to the absence of street lights at
Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, Attorney-at-Law) certain places; and
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3@mu@enst g1y geme - (1): needs instead of installing them at the
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(i) aDo» HWOEO &S 8y ®wd oS
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20, (i)  the basic requirements that must be met for
the installation of street lights;

(1) the name of the institution responsible for
the installation of street lights;
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(iii)  whether it is possible for the public to
obtain street lamps for the places that meet
the requirements; and

(i) 83 =0y =d APl wudhGe @a 88» (iv)  if so, the procedure to be followed in that
0@ MO8, regard?
(i) gDwosm BEcIED B wew 8S ®y (¢) Ifnot, why?

OO B5y000 WD Bedc;

(iv) ood 8, J s anEO®»® B»E @B

Bir@obon mOobe: @0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo

(wrerflg (sweubglwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

@535y O EOV 510D ¢rIDTesIC? (The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
() oBnded 5O, S Os3c? ®G DNNBDROB, Goss BBBED), BEIW ©wo Y
B BED gL DHEDE & OO ydmwd 8End

IO F .
QuUTE Bl(HeUTH, THTEDT FeWLIGET WHMID 2 aresnymL o

j 5 Gl L aflerm:
SADIDTTERTE G xlear * eoedus O» »d» ¢ 8E90:

(o) @ Fev [OAETG Osm oflerd Gs6iT * FLIMLSL GBl60 weusSHELILIL L aflsor .
QUITHSSLILL THH6T SHTIenTOTE: OlLITFILoGS6T * Answer tabled:
@uey  Courauseflsy QU@  ArwBIGERsSE
O SITTEGTTDEVTT 6T6ITLISH S W|LD; () (i oo
(i) Gswawrer @)L kisalld Csm ofers@EssT (i) B8 0y wd BZO RIS gOIBIGD BB # B

B g ae0@s @ Gddge WO 8 WOn

@urr@gg,uul_rrwsv, 'gb“ﬂuu'_'_ Ggmm&aﬂm G @ns, eued®l®m DB OB By SIEH

g,u}ﬁju‘sm Lujé;iﬂ . G"?@— . allds @assit @5 B8 00y ©d WOD EBNEED.
L LILI(h&)eSTM6UT 6T6dTLISH S ULD;
5 » AU (q0) (i) ©» 200 wws, BIOS M, LPEEEBW e ey BesBm
Sjeui yPleurym? Gz BB (evedelm) ©wn® wdew @
9oCHIBI BETFGesy Com yBDO BB guwmvIs
(=) () Oam ealasgsmart QuUTmSSHID GUTILIL -EDL.
LD SSOULC GeTer Blpiauerid sl (i) BcemB g@mwsrn oFmO®ed gom 88/01/01 e

STEBTLISHS | LD; 2010.08.17 828 BB g%000, @ @S 50 865 5IOS
0w Y 2008m Yodrdc wd »me gn 88 0y

(i)  Cs@ allorsgsmarts QuUIEGHILCLTS LTSS 0015000 @@Ene®sinen OB slewdvms O© IR

CeiuGauadngw SliuamL g Coemeaulimbsst godaod DibBm 0anud v esig 8w B 8¢G
WITEM6) 6TEITLIGNSU|LD; sBevddmews’ 8wwd 2m y@rghw emnei®©de |n
a0, 9ds yodndc (podBe ww AC yodn) wd
(iii)  CpmauiurGsmers YrSleFilui ne @n 88 0y ®d1ed #E¥nedsinen B¢
(OIS EC T Ggemeuw et Q% sBewfdmn OO AE godnod D58 vaned v emig
ollord@saert QuUbMIGE S TeTUSHELI 8w BSOS ¢ sBovddmews? 8wwd 3m y@ienas
QTG &S EHd & QUL 2 _6TeTST oeuiode gae.

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD; (i) ®2.



621

(iv) ape ygodaed owd dlmed @DaumD ©EdE
B85 BEa ey wwnmE 00n 9CEe 9L
BE @B oo, B HED GG OB O
BOmed ewdnrmd 88D udulwr 0 A wwred
e B 65w o 0 @YD BB O BOrwBm Como
B8 (ovedoBm) ©w®v® wden @ eeewIBI
BedFDGesT Comn yBOO B8O guwmmw - EDL - eOn
2G8® 980w Wom CEd. BwdBn Cowo B8
(evodoBm we® O8x B O» 83w
Eme®sinon O vgyd wEH PunmS 00D
8mn WOT CIB @ms, ¥® B3O sgw SEH
GIDDEBSY 8w WO OB amo® BOwdn
G B (ovedolm) ©w®e® wden @B
9oCHIBI BEIIGesT Comn yBDO EBOD gwmm
S853 83 2008 sy WOT) C1ed.

(&) @€ 00D,

@m0 §08eR: Sedmo

g L_(hmey BlFlwib: ellurid
CO-OPERATIVE FUND: DETAILS

657/2025

. OO OBBID WO EIBR® OV (©6; @dTnen DeFd
®wm edWDO)
(wrewryfl@g  SwhHs SHeTTSVES-  wressryllg Crramewr
LIGRTL_T FTTLITs)
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the existence of a
fund designated as the "Co-operative
Fund";

(if)  the objectives of establishing the said fund;

(iii)  the aggregate value of the aforesaid fund at
present;

(iv) the sources of income of the said fund; and
(v) the activities for which monies from the
aforesaid fund can be used?
(b)  Will he also inform this House whether -

(1) he is aware that rural banks owned by the
Multipurpose Co-operative Societies of
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia and Maharagama
have currently collapsed; and

(if)  steps can be taken to provide some relief to
the depositors of those rural banks under the
"Co-operative Fund"?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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INVESTMENT RECEIVED AND EMPLOYMENT GENERATED AT
COLOMBO PORT CITY

O BB BRB5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rmH® dwmo

(omessTLyifl@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSSrest @)rTaLomentdasin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to pose this Question to the
Hon. Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development.

The Colombo Port City was promised to bring UD
Dollars 15 billion in investments and generate over
80,000 jobs. Yet young Sri Lankans are leaving the
country in record numbers for lack of opportunity. Of the
Zone’s 178 hectares of marketable land, 116 hectares are
held on a 99-year lease by CHEC Port City Colombo
(Pvt.) Limited, a subsidiary of the Chinese State-owned
China Harbour Engineering Company (Pvt.) Limited,
which markets that land and keeps the proceeds. The
Zone is promoted abroad with “No cap on foreign
employment.” In April, 2026, the Cabinet approved 77
“Businesses of Strategic Importance” for the Zone. As a
matter of urgent public importance, I ask the Hon.
Minister the following:

1. Of the 116 hectares leased to the China Harbour
Engineering Company (Pvt.) Limited, what extent
has been sub-leased or otherwise transferred to
date? Will the Government table a list of the
investors, the country of ownership of each and the
duration of each lease? Further, overall, what
proportion of the land is utilized by Sri Lanka-
based companies?

2. What has the Government earned from the Port
City to date compared to what the China Harbour
Engineering Company (Pvt.) Limited has earned
from marketing land in the Zone?

3. For each of the past five years, how much foreign
investment was actually received (a) within the
Port City and (b) through the Board of Investment
and other channels in US dollars?

This question is about how much of investment
the Port City has brought in and how much of
investment the Board of Investment has brought
in.

4. How many people work in the Port City today -
how many Sri Lankan citizens, how many under
35 years of age and how many foreign nationals?
Hon. Minister Anil Jayantha, I would also like to
share with you an article that appeared on 13th
April, 2021. ©6; g@@umnsn@A, 9e8un’ WS Beds
yBEDEO gegdB O® e® yamwns gwsiess. When
the Port City Economic Commission was gazetted,
Colombo Port City Economic Commission &2
@180 WO BB HOEZEIO 88 Doed® v
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®® g¢ raise WOy, OB ewEED Bwo
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City and that it will end up becoming a Chinese
colony BwsEs. ©6; Dwsin w®8w @ @Bn®s
Colombo Port City Economic Commission &z
8GR0  cwided O  ®®, Im»
unconstitutional, Colombo Port City Economic
Commission &z 088, & wdw &2y goewdsns
Com0 C5wO YewdsHD D5 $1ewdHs) ©50edE,
I» 8 emocBer D0 0D BuEr. @®
Ded y@») BIEE OB dOWO BYe et o®
Colombo Port City Economic Commission &z
o) e,

OO0 @ ROB, OO awm Segv yadms eOmA.

5. For the past five years, state separately the total
expenditure of the Board of Investment and the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission -
including but not limited to salaries and wages and
capital expenditure - their self-generated revenue
and Treasury funding and the amount to generate
per US dollar of investment actually received.

OO PBHOB, ©® yEB® gy Ve DO O
Beadmds. Colombo Port City &z ©dw 6O ned
2BC e Beadny mewdss 8D ww Colombo Port
City Economic Commission 920 @z 8we® 88aed
e®emsy 80 esIm gy, Colombo Port City
Economic Commission &exf ¢z3 osim DG
ONFOWD ©xBw Gredfeds’ OB v weg. ©d
20RO, gsd Bedmy emdnd; ax® Colombo
Port City Economic Commission ®e= ¥ e@»d
BRBHO Gi8eE e 10, 125 gnd ool
@HDH. 0 8ed owd oevedi Y
G OBOCewmEOsT - OB @i 0:0w BWsIesT B3 -
@Dy, & g@msened Bedmy Do DHRI®O
D08 WPYGON o WO ey HB BLEo.
OmemD In® BOD, GBeE 60,000 Ded
s8emO 98 »mncO gdaxs qualifications Beds qw
0¥y D B, I GBI RWD BeRDY D1cOnY
BDHROE; 0O eomwsIm gdan Deen BHHBIE.
O 88a §BweE 60,0008. 585 @® Colombo Port
City Economic Commission ez D8 =0 ©®»d
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Economic Commission demsy ¢80 Cowws &5da?
Bol e g3y DGO 08X 65000 awed o 0808, &
Besold O® wages o ¢ed. g@rm.adE PBI™
RIROTed gdLmdw & wews 0w WSBIH
. OO @wsn®B, e® Colombo Port City
Economic Commission &z e» Colombo Port City
OosaBes BEAE god 8iddw e Bwc g8
@50 800® Buwo Beadmdo.
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(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please finish up now.

O BB BRB5Y CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rhmH® dwmo
(omevsTLyifl @ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rTaLomentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please finish up.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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1. e In terms of the Banking Act, the Bank
Supervision Department - BSD - is entrusted

with the regulation and supervision of licensed
banks.

e This responsibility is discharged primarily
through prudential regulations, continuous
supervision and statutory examinations.

e The Bank Supervision Department - BSD -
adopts a risk-based supervisory framework that
prioritizes significant risks including credit,
liquidity, market operational et cetera and
availability of resources such as capital,
earnings, management and governance to
mitigate such risks and to meet potential
shocks.

e Accordingly, the supervisory framework
adopted by the BSD is focused on prudential
supervision and should not be construed as a
financial audit, investigative exercise or
forensic audit.

5.
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e This process supported to ensure the
continuing stability of the banking sector
including the last three years in the aftermath
of the severe macroeconomic stress.

As per the AML/CFT legal mandate provided in
the Financial Transactions Reporting Act, No. 6 of
2006 - FIRA, the FIU is responsible for receiving
Suspicious Transaction Reports - STRs, analysing
them for potential money laundering or terrorist
financing activities and disseminating relevant
financial intelligence to competent authorities for
appropriate  action. Accordingly, all such
Suspicious Transaction Reports - STRs - received
had been duly acknowledged and all STRs
received in this instance, too, had been acted upon
in terms of the law. That is, the Financial
Transactions Reporting Act. Once the STRs were
received, the necessary law enforcement agency,
in this particular case, the CID, referral would be
carried out after FIU concludes its analysis and the
further  information  collection prior to
dissemination. All actions have been taken in line
with the “follow the money approach” in focus. It
is important to note that no STRs, which were
reported to the FIU, were reported with direct
reference to any NDB fraudulent transactions
prior to the disclosure made by the NDB.
However, the recipient entity in the NDB fraud,
where majority of funds had been transferred, was
identified by the Financial Intelligence Unit - FIU
- as one major party in a network, who seems to
be engaged in various suspicious financial
activities. Financial intelligence with an extensive
analysis done by the FIU relating to the said
network, including recipient entity as well, has
been provided to the law enforcement authorities
in three instances, prior to the official disclosure
made by the NDB.

o The investigations by the law enforcement
authorities and other relevant parties are
ongoing.

e Bank Supervision Department examination
up to this point reveals that the total value
involved in this incident of NDB is Rs. 13.2
billion.

e No losses have come to light in any other
financial institution.

The payment infrastructure provider, that is
LankaPay (Pvt) Ltd, normally called
“LankaPay”, facilitates the switching of
transaction between the originating institution and
the receiving institution and operates as a "pass-
through." Currently, LankaPay neither has the
authority nor the mandate to verify the
authenticity of the transactions processed through
its systems nor to validate or check the legitimacy
of transactions.

e The proposed dividends amounting to Rs. 2.76
billion scheduled to be paid on 06th April,
2026 were suspended by an order of BSD, in
terms Section 45(1) of the Banking Act, No.
30 of 1988, as amended.



637

2026 & 10 638

e The total value of cash dividends withheld for
all institutional shareholders is Rs. 2.19 billion,
of which EPF was entitled to receive
approximately Rs. 260 million.

Financial Institutions in Sri Lanka such as the
National Development Bank are liable for the
following taxes:

e Corporate Income Tax - CIT - of 30 per cent;

e Value Added Tax -VAT- of 18 per cent and
Social Security Contribution Levy - SSCL - of
2.5 per cent on financial services;

e A final Withholding Tax - WHT - on Advance
Income Tax - AIT - of 15 per cent on dividend.
That is, as a final tax.

Hence, the tax implications of the financial fraud
of Rs. 13.2 billion will depend upon the
accounting treatment of the resultant loss due to
the fraud. That is yet to be done.

The implications of the reported financial fraud
amounting to Rs. 13.2 billion will depend on how
the resultant loss is ultimately recognized and
treated in the Bank’s financial statements and tax
returns.

Accordingly, the related fiscal impact cannot be
reliably estimated until the forensic review is
completed and the final accounting treatment is
determined.

As per the information gathered from authorized
representative of the Bank, the forensic review
started by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka has not
yet been finalized and the final quantified impact
of the fraud remains subject to confirmation.

In view of the above circumstances, particularly:

o the absence of finalized forensic findings by
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,

e the non- submission of amended tax return,
reflecting the reported fraud losses along with
restated financial statements by the Bank, the
Inland Revenue Department is presently not in
a position to reliably estimate the total fiscal
impact, including direct tax losses, indirect tax
losses and any potential non-collectability
arising from the reported fraud incident.

As mentioned in answer to Question No. 3 above,
the relevant investigations in this regard are
currently ongoing.

e NDB’s share price followed a downward trend
since the first market disclosure of information
on 02nd April, 2026, starting at Rs. 130.50 and
declined to Rs. 116.00 by 04th May, 2026.

e NDB’s market capitalization was
approximately Rs. 56 billion at the time of
disclosure of information and since then, the
share price has been between Rs. 111 and Rs.
116 and hence, market capitalization has come
down to Rs. 48 to Rs. 50 billion.

9. The Board of Directors of the National
Development Bank PLC has appointed the
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India LLP, an
international independent firm, to conduct a
forensic audit. The Central Bank of Sri Lanka was
consulted in the formulation of the ToR of the
forensic audit and will directly report to the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka. The scope includes
investigation of governance issues which will
assist decisions to be made on any further
regulatory actions that may be required.

Thank you.

OO DOIBINBHD O

(orevrLfl@ FUTBTWST Sy6uTer)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you can get a short
clarification.

O3S 08 G EBNGB% DWYmo

(orewrLfl@ rall &EHenTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I think the quality of the answers that
come from the Central Bank of Sri Lanka is deteriorating
by the day. With regard to this information that comes in,
Hon. Minister, you have now become only a post box and
nothing more than that. I am sorry to say that, but we are
playing around with the financial system of this country.
Sir, firstly, the information that has been given is wrong.
While this Question is being answered today, Deloitte has
given an internal report saying that the loss is Rs. 13.5
billion, whereas the Central Bank is reporting through the
Minister that it is Rs. 13. 2 billion.

Sir, by asking these questions in Parliament, if we do
not get the truth coming out from them, from what
institution could we get information on the reality? This is
not the first time this is happening, Hon. Minister. So,
what you reported was wrong.

If a person who has only Rs. 1 billion does not pay Rs.
25,000, the Inland Revenue Department would run after
him and he would be taken to the Magistrate's Court.
Here, they have had a loss of Rs. 6 billion and it is seen.
The loss is Rs. 13.2 billion and 40 per cent of it is
roughly Rs. 6 billion. So, with regard to that Rs. 6 billion
that is not coming in, what does the Central Bank say?
Their job is to act as a regulator, Hon. Minister. So, the
regulator is, basically, not performing its duty and
pointing fingers all over. I am speaking on behalf of the
general public who are investing in the financial system.
The regulator is supposed to regulate it on behalf of us.
And, Hon. Minister, first of all, please do not read out the
answer that had been sent to you unless it satisfies you
because this is concealment of the truth. People are
looking out for an answer. If Rs. 13 billion goes off from
your reserves and the share prices only vary by Rs. 11,
there is something radically wrong.

The most important thing I want to highlight is this. In
answer to question number 2, the Hon. Minister was
saying that suspicious transactions must be reported to the
FIU. That is the accepted norm. My question was
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regarding that. He was telling me the same thing that I
asked from him. We brought the officials responsible
before the Committee on Public Finance and we did not
get an answer. [ am sorry, but there is a deterioration, a
degeneration. If this type of thing goes on, it will create a
huge problem.

Not only that, Hon. Minister, -

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(oreT Ll @ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have to shorten your explanation
and ask the question.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am making an explanation because it is very
important, Sir, and let me ask the question.

Hon. Minister, there is another thing. A suspicious
transaction has two ends. If one bank has a problem, it is
remitted to another bank. There are six banks and 10 non-
banking institutions. Two banks have reported it
regarding the NDB. So, on this score, if there are any
suspicious transactions, the other bank has a right to
inform about it to the FIU. So, are you telling me that
3,000 transactions could take place without the Bank
Supervision Department finding the trend in the
movement of those funds? If so, I think we are in serious
jeopardy. So, Sir, I would greatly appreciate if you would,
through the Hon. Minister, get this verified. If you want,
you could retract this Question and get them to answer it
properly because I am appalled at the level of reporting
by such an independent institution to Parliament.

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

LOTETLILO] S

FLITBTUIST

®S; Berdss OGBS

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you may respond.

@G (80028 w) eBF SwsIm Swmo

(wreirflg (seordlg) Sjeflsd ewihs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon Deputy Speaker, Rs. 13.2 billion is the loss
reported as to the records and the calculations available to
the Central Bank. Hon. Member, as you said, if there is a
difference in the report provided by Deloitte, we will take
it into account. But, I did not get Deloitte's report.

MG 68 G BB DV
(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You were answering Parliament today.

@0 (80028w) @B F BswsIn Swvmo

(wradr e (50TH) o gujbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Maybe, there is a timeline difference. But, regarding
that particular amount, what is reported is that it is Rs.
13.2 billion. So, we will also look at that other amount
you referred to.

And coming back to the IRD issue, in fact, the
estimation or any other action will have to be decided
upon based on how this particular loss is going to be
accounted for, whether it is going to be accounted for as
an entire loss or whether the loss is going to be recovered.
So, likewise, there may be some implications and that
would be the reason why it cannot be reliably estimated.
However, I am sure that the IRD, as you highlighted,
would take all these actions in line with this and do the
calculations. So, there is nothing to worry about.

The other point that you highlighted was about the
STRs received by other banks. With reference to this
particular NDB matter, even after making this particular
disclosure, the Central Bank has not received any STRs.
But, other STRs may have been received by other bank.
However, if you could specifically mention the names of
those banks and reports, we could request the Central
Bank to get all those reports.

And the final point is, you highlighted about the share
price implications. When we take share prices, there is no
theory or deterministic situation which says that when the
value goes down, the share price would react on pro rata
basis. The price really depends on market dynamics and
other factors as well. Anyhow, we accept the fact that
there is an impact on the market price. As a result, it has
come down. So, it really depends. As of now, if we just
look at the banks, the statistics on capital adequacy,
equity adequacy and all those are above the minimum
requirements. Based on the available information,
prudential action is being taken and regulated accordingly
by the Central Bank.

MG 68 O BB DV
(oressryfl@ rall SmewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Minister, I am sorry to disagree with you.

@0 Beads mOBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, shall we now move on to
the main Business of the Day?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

How this transaction comes about is when one bank -
the NDB - remits to the other banks. Because of its
sensitivity, I would not mention the name of the other
bank.

6 Beradss mOzEDO)

(orewryLilg Lrdld FurBTLsT Sjauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, we will not go into a debate
on this. We have the Meeting of the Committee on
Parliamentary Business also and I think you are also
needed there.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I know, I also have got to go for that Meeting.

®6 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suThrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes. And the Hon. Chief Government Whip also has
to go.

®G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(oreTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, on that basis, if the other bank does not report the
issue that they have received such a -

®G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(orerllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member. Now, we will get on with the
Business of the Day. - [Interruption.]

@G (§0D08w) eBF SwsImn Swmo
(wreirifl@ (seorBlF)) Sjeflsd swiphs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon. Member, -

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd surbrwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, shall we move on?

@G (D08 w) gBF SwsIm Swmo

(wrerflg (seorBlg)) Sjeflsd swihs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon. Member, if there is any other additional
information, we will refer it back to the bank and report.

Thank you.

S Berdss HSDI1zNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Notice of Motions at the commencement of the Public
Business, the Leader of the House of Parliament.
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Question put, and agreed to.

®S Bewdsns 151D
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Private Members' Motions.

Private Members' Motions listed for today are, P.

55/2025, P. 58/2025, P. 57/2025, P. 59/2025, P. 61/2025
and P. 70/2025.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' MOTIONS

00 Befhmed emeRIsI® YedBw
oFd®® @mOeswd gwry

OROBTeOE DRDD YYD & Com»ed edBwWitdm

D353 mBsY @u¥ ey ooz BB

@rsgleryifl wreul L gFe0 Gsrelevrester Ly8ss
Qzwevreri Lifleyd @il w@susTGleusy LilyLjLosmenr

- suevsley - 2 I LI B)eumkienasuilaisiTer L gesr
QUM SlUTIIHS HEVBIGEDETLI LITHI5HTdEH60

PRESERVATION OF PLACES OF HISTORICAL VALUE IN SRI

LANKA, INCLUDING MADUWANWELA WALAWWA,
WHICH BELONGS TO THE KOLONNA DIVISIONAL
SECRETARY’S DIVISION OF THE RATNAPURA DISTRICT

[e3.00. 11.42]
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(The Hon. Upul Kithsiri)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Upul Kithsiri, you have exhausted your allotted
time. Please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon to second the
Motion.
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(The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have six minutes
to speak on that Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi. You
have ten minutes to provide the Reply.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Upul Kithsiri, you have five minutes to make the
wind-up speech as the Mover of the Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Private Members' Motion No. 3 in today's Order
Paper - P. 58/2025 - to be moved by the Hon. (Mrs.)
Hiruni Wijesinghe, Attorney at Law. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage. You have five
minutes to second the Private Members' Motion moved
by the Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of this House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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1.00  wenflss

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage, do you want a couple
of minutes more?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage)
Yes, Sir.
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(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you two more minutes. The Floor is
yours and you can proceed.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage)
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have five
minutes to speak on this Private Members' Motion.
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. The Floor is yours.
You have five minutes to speak on this Private Members'
Motion.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Roshan Akmeemana. You have five
minutes to speak on this Private Members’ Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna.
You have five minutes to speak on this Private Members’
Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, you have one
more minute to wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna. You have
ten minutes to provide the Reply.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna, would you please
wind up?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, you have five minutes
to make the Mover’s wind-up speech.
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(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

At the request of the Mover of Private Members'
Motion No. 4 - P. 57/2025 - in today's Order Paper, the
Debate on the Motion will be rescheduled to a later date.

Next, Private Members' Motion No. 5 - P. 59/2025 -
in today's Order Paper to be moved by Hon. (Mrs.)
Rohini Kumari Wijerathna. Hon. Member, the Floor is
yours for five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, please. The Floor is
yours to second that Motion.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)
Please give me one more minute, Madam.

9CxCursTmy,
allersi @ dlesTm
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social  Security and  Community

Empowerment)

®©6; Berdss m0m @wr ©B91sBnded, "oo Dy
®gemd) OIER® ¢&Y Youmrys 0B grae' 8 ® ewldsn
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. CHANAKA
MADUGODA took the Chair.
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G 36008583 20 B8,
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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[FTTBIGET 6uIeVTLD. 6T63fleid, (B)bhH BTl g6 1" Fd@; eumHelsiTn
OTFTHRIGHIGET  ewsl  upy  AbSILFVemev.  BThIS6T
Wlemeuri LwesTu(hd ), 6T E1H 6D L_LLI
BT 1geVI6Ter  @UDend cUeTBIGEDETL  LIW6HTLI(HSH]60TT60Tn L

6TTBIS EYH6M L_LLI
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Hon. Presiding Member, first of all, I would like to
thank the Hon. (Dr.) Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy for
bringing this important and timely Adjournment Motion
to the attention of this House today and secondly, to all
the other Hon. Members who put forward their views,
ideas and suggestions as to how we need to work together
for tourism development in the entire Northern region, I
would say, rather than referring to it just as Jaffna.

(230000

At the same time, I would like to inform this House of
the plans and some of the activities we have been
carrying out for developing tourism. I would also like to
say that specifically the Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar,
the Chairman of the DCC of Jaffna, the Governor of the
Northern Province and Dr. J. Vivekanandan, the
Chairman of the Tourism Development Bureau of the
Northern Province have developed a Strategic Plan for
tourism development in the Northern Province, based on
which we are actually launching all our development
work there.

Sir, the Northern Province, including the Jaffna
District, has already been recognized as an area of
immense tourism value due to its unique religious,
cultural and environmental diversity. We recognize the
profound potential of developing the tourism sector in the
Jaffna District, capitalizing on the cultural identity of its
communities, ecologically significant locations and the
rich cultural heritage. This strategic focus would not only
uplift the regional economy, but would also contribute
vital foreign exchange for the national economy.

In terms of 2025, we have completed more than Rs.
50 million worth of development projects there.
Specifically in the area of the Point Pedro Light House,
for provision of sanitary facilities, water supply and
landscaping, we have spent Rs. 8.85 million.  Then, in
the area where the Baobab tree is in the Delft Island, for
construction of a retail outlet, renovation of toilets,
installation of seating facilities and water supply, Rs. 8.99
million had been spent. Then, if we take the
Puliyammunai Lagoon, we have spent Rs. 10 million on
facilities for tourists. Also, for the purchase of a
passenger boat for the Kokkilai Eco Tourism site in the
Kokkilai Lagoon, we have spent Rs. 10 million and Rs.
15 million for the development and restoration work of
the Mannar Dutch Fort.

Sir, I refute some of the points that the Hon. Members
from the Opposition put forward saying that this
Government is not working towards the development of
tourism in the Northern region, including Jaffna.
Actually, we have identified Jaffna as an area which had
suffered with less investments, poor infrastructure for
development projects and due to lack of entrepreneurial
motivation for the local crowd. That happened in the past,
but, as I said, immediately after the present Government
took office, we asked all the provinces to develop
strategic plans for tourism development. The Northern
Province has now completed that task and based on that,
we keep on investing.

In terms of air transportation, the Jaffna Airport is an
international airport and at the moment, the Indigo
Airline is operating a number of flights directly from
India to Jaffna. Also, our Government is now working
with the World Bank to develop domestic aviation. We
have called for a report, on which the World Bank is
working. In fact, that is a comprehensive report which
focuses not only on Jaffna, but on the entire Island,
considering the market potential, the economic viability
and all such factors that we have. That comprehensive
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report will be submitted to the Government very soon
and, based on that, we will start our work on domestic
aviation. At the moment, there are a few private
companies working on air transportation. But, as the
Government, our involvement would mainly be based on
that report because we are not facilitating just one place,
but we need to work on a long-term strategic plan,
relating to which we are waiting for the World Bank’s
report. So, I would like to mention that our Government is
continuously working on developing domestic aviation.

For 2026, there are a number of projects planned. For
the Jaffna District, Rs. 215 million has been allocated for
tourism and related development projects.There are
altogether 16 plus projects in this whole package. To
mention a few, for the construction of new sanitary
facilities at Nakuleswaram Beach, Karainagar, Rs. 10
million has been allocated; for Kankesanthurai Beach
development, another Rs. 10 million has been allocated
and another Rs. 40 million has been allocated for
infrastructure development at Casuarina Beach area,
Karainagar. Likewise, there are 16 such projects and as I
said, altogether, Rs. 215 million has been allocated for
development of tourism-related infrastructure and
facilities in those areas. Therefore, as I said, based on that
comprehensive long-term development plan, we are
working on several projects.

In terms of human capital development, we launched a
project with the Department of Samurdhi Development to
attract the unemployed youth to the tourism industry.
Under that project, the Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and
Hotel Management is actively running the Hotel
Operations Multitasker Course relating to the hospitality
sector. Actually, six months back, we launched that
programme and 82 youth from the Jaffna District and 64
from Kilinochchi have completed this course, and we
have directed them for employment. Currently, there are
105 students from the Jaffna District and 80 students from
the Kilinochchi District following the course, whom we
will direct very soon to the tourism and hospitality sector
for employment as well. For the upcoming batch in
August, we are planning to recruit 100 from the Jaffna
District and another 100 from the Kilinochchi District.
So, in terms of human capital development also, we have
prioritized the Northern Province, including the Jaffna
District. We believe that we would be able to get many
youth, who had dealt with weapons for decades,
employed in growing sectors like tourism. At the same
time, we have secured a land from Jaffna to establish a
full-fledged hotel school so that we could run
comprehensively all such programmes at that place. And,
we would look for investment, particularly from the
diaspora in the coming years, once all legal procedures
for vesting these lands are over.

Also, I would like to highlight a few more measures
that our Government has taken in terms of economic
revival, tourism development and socioeconomic well-
being of our communities, specifically in the North. As
you know, some views have been expressed criticising the
Government for not doing that.

Not so long ago, Sri Lanka faced one of the most
severe economic crises in its history; our country was
declared bankrupt, businesses struggled to survive and
families faced immense hardships. We were having the
lowest growth rate in the region. But, today, we are
witnessing a remarkable turnaround. Through economic
reforms, fiscal discipline and renewed confidence, Sri
Lanka has begun to recover and is now recognized as one
of the fastest-growing economies in the region. So, we
have been able to transform that negative trend with that
of a positive note.

Jaffna, despite its enormous human potential, strategic
location and entrepreneurial spirit, continues to bear the
scars of decades of conflict and struggle with
underinvestment. For far too long, they have lagged
behind in development. Many talented youth continue to
leave the country in search of better opportunities
elsewhere. Therefore, it is time to change that story. We
have an opportunity to transform Jaffna into a vibrant
centre of innovation, tourism, agriculture, fisheries,
education, technology and so forth. So, to achieve that,
we need investments to create jobs, support local
businesses and empower our communities.

This is why I extend a heartfelt invitation to our Tamil
diaspora across the world: you have always remained
connected to your roots; your support has sustained
families and communities through difficult times and
today, I invite you to become partners in Jaffna’s next
chapter, not only by contributing financially, but by
investing your knowledge, experience, technology and
introducing us to global networks. Investing in Jaffna is
not simply an economic decision, but an investment in
our people, our heritage and our shared future. Together,
we all could build an economy that offers opportunities
for our youth, encourages innovation and ensures that
prosperity reaches every family.
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I am winding up, Sir.

The future of Jaffna depends on all of us, including
the Government, the private sector, the local
entrepreneurs and our global diaspora, and working
together with a common vision. So, let us seize this
moment and transform recovery into lasting prosperity;
let us build a stronger Jaffna that contributes to a stronger
Sri Lanka.

Once again, I extend my appreciation for bringing up
this important Private Members’ Motion before the
House. As the Ministry and the Government, we are
moving on to fulfil the aspirations of our people in Jaffna.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to the Hon. Deputy Minister (Prof.)
Ruwan Ranasinghe. He 1is very concerned about
developing tourism in the Northern Province, especially
in Jaffna. He also mentioned several projects that the
Government has been carrying out so far in the Northern
Province. So, we are really happy.

At the same time, I would like to bring some concerns
that we have to his attention. Why I have brought in this
Private Members’ Motion is because the NPP
Government is now in power. Earlier, during the previous
Governments, the Northern Province, including Jaffna,
had been isolated and rejected without developing the
city. For decades, our people suffered a lot due to
conflicts and the civil war; they were displaced from
place to place and lost their properties and everything
they had. Now, we have got an opportunity to develop our
area. | am a Representative of Jaffna and the Northern
Province.

Hon. Members, including the Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah and the Hon. K. Ilankumaran, mentioned
about the need to develop Jaffna. From the Opposition,
the Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, the Hon.
Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran and the Hon. G.G.
Ponnambalam also expressed their concerns regarding
development in the Northern and Eastern Provinces. I
would also like to say that all the Hon. Members have
suggested that we have to promote Sri Lanka as a tourist
destination because Sri Lanka is a beautiful country and
most of the people in the world like to visit Sri Lanka.

Earlier, the Hon. K. Ilankumaran mentioned about
Malai Theevu. Some Hon. Members also mentioned
about Pottuvil, Mannar, Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu.
Those places also have a high potential to attract tourists.
Then, the Hon. Deputy Minister mentioned that the
Governor of the Northern Province, the Chairman of the
DCC and the Chairman of the Northern Province Tourism
Development Bureau have prepared a strategic plan to
develop Jaffna and the Northern Province. Some Hon.
Members mentioned about the need to develop the Palaly
Airport.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.27 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 21st July, 2026.
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The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development has
requested for two weeks' time to reply to Question No.
2121/2026 raised by the Hon. Ajith P. Perera appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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