
Department of Government Printing



Performance Report - 2025 
Expenditure Head - 296

Department of Imports and Exports 

Control  

Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic 

Development   





Message from the Controller General 

It gives me great pleasure, as the Controller General of the 

Department of Imports and Exports Control, established under 

the Imports and Exports (Control) Act No. 1 of 1969 and 

functioning under the Ministry of Finance, Planning and 

Economic Development, to issue this message on the occasion of 

publishing the Department’s Performance Report for the year 

2025. 

In line with the provisions of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, several new initiatives were introduced during 2025 to 

guide the Department towards its mission of regulating the 

import and export process to achieve a sustainably developed 

nation while safeguarding national security, economic stability, public health and environmental 

conservation. Among these initiatives, a significant milestone was the establishment of the 

necessary legal framework for the systematic reopening of vehicle imports, which had remained 

suspended for several years. This was accomplished through an Extraordinary Gazette issued 

under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act at the beginning of 2025, ensuring that the process 

is managed and regulated in a systematic manner without imposing an undue burden on the 

national economy. 

To facilitate the implementation of this initiative, ten Extraordinary Gazettes were issued as 

timely regulatory measures under the guidance and supervision of the Secretary to the Ministry 

and with the approval of the Hon. Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development. 

Throughout 2025, despite the various economic, social and international trade challenges faced 

by the country, the Department of Imports and Exports Control remained firmly committed to 

carrying out its responsibilities efficiently, responsibly and effectively. 

In addition, strengthening inter-agency cooperation in the regulation of imports and exports 

remained another key area of focus. Through close coordination with relevant Ministries, 

regulatory authorities and other stakeholders, the Department made a meaningful contribution 

towards the implementation of national trade policies and the fulfilment of international 

obligations. This collaborative approach also enhanced the country’s credibility in relation to 

international trade agreements and strategic trade control requirements. 

Furthermore, during this period, the Department successfully introduced various development 

initiatives aimed at enhancing transparency, efficiency and service quality. Among these 

reforms, the full implementation and strengthening of the Stratlink Electronic Licensing System 

was of particular significance. By utilising modern Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) to fully digitalise import and export service delivery processes, the Department 

successfully transitioned from traditional paper-based procedures to a completely paperless 

service environment. 



Through the electronic licensing system, service recipients are no longer required to visit the 

Department in person. Instead, they are able to submit applications, upload supporting 

documents, monitor application status and obtain the necessary approvals entirely through the 

online platform. This transformation has resulted in considerable savings in time, cost and effort 

for service recipients while significantly improving accessibility, convenience and overall 

service delivery. 

Moreover, the electronic licensing system has strengthened data exchange and coordination 

among relevant government institutions, thereby making decision-making processes more 

efficient and reliable. Through these digital reforms, the Department of Imports and Exports 

Control has successfully elevated public service delivery to a higher standard characterised by 

enhanced efficiency, transparency and accountability. 

Human resource development and the enhancement of the professional competencies of our staff 

remained another important area of focus. Various training programmes, awareness workshops 

and experience-sharing initiatives were conducted to strengthen the capabilities of officers. 

These efforts have enabled the Department to improve service quality and respond to emerging 

challenges with greater responsibility and accountability. 

I believe that the progress, challenges and experiences presented in this Annual Report will serve 

as a valuable guide for the Department as it moves forward as a stronger, more progressive and 

future-oriented institution. We remain committed to fulfilling our mandate responsibly while 

giving due consideration to national priorities, public trust and government policies. 

Further, the guidance and direction provided by the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic 

Development during this period were invaluable to the achievements of the Department. I also 

wish to place on record my sincere appreciation to the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka 

Customs, the commercial banking sector and all other Ministries, Departments, Institutions, State 

Corporations, Statutory Boards and private-sector stakeholders who are directly associated with 

the functions of this Department and who contribute to the licensing process through their 

recommendations and cooperation. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all officers of the Department for the dedication, commitment 

and professionalism they have demonstrated throughout this period. It is through their 

continuous support and unwavering efforts that the Department of Imports and Exports Control 

has been able to successfully fulfil its mandate. 

Within the legal framework of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act No. 1 of 1969, and in line 

with the Government’s economic policies, we remain committed to steering the Department of 

Imports and Exports Control in a manner that meets the expectations of our predominantly 

private-sector clientele. Together, with steadfast determination and a shared commitment, we 

shall continue our efforts to provide a more efficient, effective and productive service in the 

years ahead. 

T.T. Upulmalee Premathilaka    

Controller General of Imports and Exports 
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1 Chapter 1 – Department Profile / Summary of Implementation 

1.1 Introduction 

The Imports and Exports Control Department, established under the Import and Export (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969, has progressively evolved to facilitate international trade, adopting a more 

structured and systematic approach in alignment with global trade practices.  

Accordingly, guided by insights, proposals, and observations from the Ministry of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, and other key 

stakeholders, the Department has expanded beyond its conventional responsibilities. Through a 

strategic approach, it has exercised its authority under the Act to regulate import and payment 

terms effectively.  

Notably, in response to the positive trend of easing economic pressures, the Department played a 

pivotal role in the final quarter of 2025 by lifting all temporary import restrictions, with the 

exception of motor vehicles. 

In safeguarding national security, environmental protection, public health, and economic 

stability, the Imports and Exports Control Department takes all necessary measures to exercise 

its regulatory powers effectively and efficiently. This ensures that service recipients are satisfied 

with both the quantitative and qualitative aspects of imported and exported goods. As part of this 

process, import controls were implemented in accordance with international environmental 

conventions, including the Basel and Montreal agreements. 

Further, by establishing standards for imported goods, provisions were enforced to safeguard 

public health, making Sri Lanka Standards mandatory for 164 imported products. Additionally, 

steps have been taken to formulate new regulations for the implementation of United Nations 

Security Council Resolution 1540. 

After many years, the import license issuance policy framework was set in motion for an update, 

with most policies being modernized to align with current circumstances and to enable service 

recipients to expedite the import process within the legal framework. 

In pursuit of its vision and mission, and with the primary objective of promoting sustainable development 

and global cooperation, the Department established the STRATLINK Electronic Licensing System, which 

has been operational since  January 01, 2025 to provide efficient and effective services to service 

recipients 

Advancing the Department's vision and mission, and with the primary objective of fostering 

sustainable global cooperation, the STRATLINK electronic licensing system was established to 

enhance efficiency and productivity in delivering services to service recipients 
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1.2 Departmental Vision, Mission, and Objectives   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2.3 Objectives 

 

 

To regulate imports and exports in line with the policy decisions taken by the Government from 

time to time to ensure the security of the country, uplift the economy and protect public health 

and the environment. 

 

 

1.2.1 Vision 

 

Regulation of Imports and Exports towards a 

Sustainably Developed Country. 
 

1.2.2 Mission 

Implementation of policy decisions taken from time 

to time by the Government regarding the security of 

the country, economy, public health, environmental 

protection, imports and exports control of goods, in 

accordance with the Imports and Exports Control 

Act No.1 of 1969. 
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1.3 Responsibilities and Tasks of the Department 

 

i. Issuing Gazette Extraordinary Notifications which include regulations pertaining to 

Imports and Exports control. 

ii. Issuing operational guidelines to Commercial Banks, Sri Lanka Customs, and other 

relevant authorities regarding Imports and Exports control. 

iii. Issuing internal circulars pertaining to regulations issued on Imports and Exports Control. 

iv. Issuing licenses for the benefit of the country’s economy subject to Imports and Exports 

(control) regulations. 

v. Issuing Debit Notes after importation of items subject to License Control. 

vi. Imposing additional charges on importers who violate Imports and Exports (control) 

regulations or license conditions. 

vii. Coordinate with relevant government agencies on the development of a strategic trade 

management system and a method of issuing standardized import and export control 

licensing system. 

viii. Facilitating the implementation of recommendations of the World Trade Organization to 

promote local and foreign trade 

ix. Working together with the Ministry of Environment to adhere to international Conventions 

such as Basel Convention, Montreal Convention etc. 

x. Regulate and Publication of payment terms applicable to international commercial 

transactions. 

xi. Providing necessary assistance / instructions to the Director-General of Customs in the case 

of any issues arising in relation to the Imports and Exports Control Regulations. 

xii. Implementation of training programs for develop capability, competence and productivity 

of Departmental staff and maintaining employee welfare. 

xiii. Collection of relevant government fees and crediting them to Consolidated Fund. 
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1.4 Organizational Structure and Chart 

The Controller General of Imports and Exports is the head of the Department of Import and 

Export Control under the Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policy. 

 

In order to regulate the affairs of the entire import and export control sector including the 

imposition of laws, regulations and issuance of import control licenses under the Import and 

Export Control Act No. 1 of 1969, this Department is implemented with the following divisions 

and units. 

i. Administration Division  

ii. Accounts Division  

iii. Research and Policy Division 

iv. Internal Audit Division  

v. License Issuing Divisions 

 

• Unit 1 - Pharmaceuticals and Medical Equipment 

• Unit 2 – Used Vehicles and Vehicle Parts 

• Unit 3 – Import and Export of Chemicals, Fertilizers, Pesticides and Industrial Raw 

Materials, and Exports 

• Unit 4 – Mobile Phones, Communication Equipment, and Other  

• Unit 5 - Animals, Animal Products and Miscealeniuos Imports 

  

Vi.  Information Techology Division   

VII.  Legal Division  

 

To ensure the efficient and effective execution of its functions, the actual staff of the Department 

of Import and Export Control remains dedicated to serving clients under the following 

Organizational Structure. 

As of December 31, 2025, the approved cadre stands at 122. Although there are 18 vacancies 

spanning from senior to primary levels, the existing staff has worked tirelessly throughout 2025 

to provide an optimal service to all service gainers. 

The staff information registry is presented below:  
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Position Service / Grade Approve

d Staff 

Current 

Staff 

Vacancies 

Senior Level 

Controller General of Imports 

and Exports 
SLAS Special SL 3 Executive 01 01 00 

Imports and Exports 

Controller 
SLAS I SL 1 Executive 02 02 00 

Imports and Exports 

Controller (Information 

&Technology) 

All Island 

Service 
I SL 1 Executive 01 01 00 

Deputy/Assistant Controller SLAS II/III SL 1 Executive 06 05 01 

Chief Accountant SLACS I SL 1 Executive 01 01 00 

Chief Internal Auditor SLACS I SL 1 Executive 01 01 00 

Legal Officer Dept. II/III SL 1 Executive 01 00 01 

Assistant Director 

(Information &Technology) 
SLITS III SL 1 Executive 01 01 00 

14 12 02 

Tertiary level 

Administration Officer M.S.O. Supra MN 7 Tertiary 01 01 00 

Translator T.S. I/II MN 6 Tertiary 02 01 00 

Information Technology 

Officer 
SLITS II MN 6 Tertiary 01 01 00 

04 03 01 

Secondary level 

Information Technology 

Assistant 
SLITS III MT 1 

Secondary 
03 03 00 

Data Management Assistant Dept. MN 4 Secondary 01 01 00 

Investigation Assistant Dept. MN 4 Secondary 01 01 00 

Development Officer D.O.S I/II/III MN 4 Secondary 23 20 03 

Management Service Officer M.S.O. I/II/III MN 2 Secondary 56 49 07 

84 74 10 

Primary Level 

Driver 
Driver 

Service 
I/II/III PL 3 Primary 05 02 03 

Office Employment Assistant 

Office 

Employees’ 

Service 

I/II/III PL 1 Primary 15 13 02 

20 15 05 

Total 
122 104 18 

Staff Information as of 31.12.2025 
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Chapter 2 – Progress and Outlook 

2.1 Policy directives related to Regulation of Import and Export of goods 

A key development regarding imports in 2025 was the decision to lift the temporary suspension 

on the importation of motor vehicles and other non-motorized items classified under 304 

Harmonized System (HS) codes subject to specific regulatory restrictions. This measure was 

implemented in consultation with the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,. 

Following the lifting of restrictions on vehicle imports, the Department continuously supported 

the Ministry of Finance, Planning, and Economic Development, as well as the Central Bank of 

Sri Lanka, throughout 2025. This was achieved by providing daily reports on the total value and 

volume of Letters of Credit (LCs) opened by commercial banks, enabling close monitoring of the 

impact on national foreign exchange reserves. 

Additionally, to ensure food security for the general public, the necessary regulations were 

issued in 2025 to formally and legally implement government policy decisions relating to the 

importation of consumer goods. 

Furthermore, in response to the intermittent adverse weather conditions experienced throughout 

2025, particularly the disaster situation caused by Cyclone Ditwah, regulations were published to 

ensure the uninterrupted supply of essential commodities. Measures were also taken to facilitate 

the expedited customs clearance of foreign aid and donations received for disaster relief 

purposes. 

2.1.1 Issuance of New Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 

Serial 

No 

Gazette 

Extraordinary 

No 

Date Description 

1 2421/04 27. 01. 2025

Lifting of the temporary import suspension on commercial 

and good transport vehicles." 

2 2421/44 31. 01. 2025

Removal of the temporary suspension on the importation 

of motor vehicles for personal use (such as cars, vans, and 

SUVs) and the imposing of Import Control License (ICL) 

requirements for motor vehicles exceeding the maximum 

age limits. 

3 2428/07 19.03.2025 

Appointment of Bureau Veritas as an authorized inspector 

for issuing Export Inspection Certificates for used motor 

vehicles from all countries, and the authorization of 

licensed banks to accept inspection certificates without the 

bank seal of the exporting country as required under 
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Regulation No. 05 of Gazette Extraordinary No. 1804/17 

dated April 03, 2013 subject to online verification. 

4 2434/12 29.04. 2025 

The review of the list of items for which the issuance of 

Import Control Licenses was suspended under Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2312/77 dated January 01, 2023, the 

removal of selected items from said list, and the removal 

of electrc motor cycles unregistered in any country (brand 

new) from Import Control License (ICL) requirements. 

5 2435/02 05.05. 2025 

Inclusion of the National Subdivisions of the Harmonized 

System (HS) Codes published for electric vehicles under 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2434/02 dated April 28, 2025, 

into the Import and Export (Control) Regulations 

applicable to the importation of motor vehicles. 

6 2437/04 19. 05. 2025

The removal of the Import Control License (ICL) 

requirement for the importation of raw non-iodized salt 

and edible iodized salt (powdered and crystal salt) 

classified under HS Code 2501.00, effective until June 10, 

2025. 

7 2449/60 15. 08. 2025

Extension of the validity period of the Import and Export 

(Control) Regulations No. 07 of 2024, published in the 

Gazette  Extraordinary No. 2384/34 dated May 17, 2024, 

until September 30, 2025. 

8 2458/43 15. 10. 2025

The removal of the Import Control License (ICL) 

requirement for the importation of GR 11/Ponni Samba 

rice, which is equivalent to Keeri Samba rice, classified 

under HS Code 1006.30.29, effective until October 28, 

2025. 

9 2459/46 24. 10. 2025

"Authorizing the release of motor vehicles currently held 

by Sri Lanka Customs due to non-compliance with 

Regulation No. 05 of the Import and Export (Control) 

Regulations No. 02 of 2013 publiched (Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 1804/17, in accordance with the terms 

of settlement proposed by the Ministry of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development to the Attorney 

General’s Department to conclude the associated 

litigation." 
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10 2465/07 01.12.2025 

Providing conditional waivers on Import and Export 

(Control) Regulations for the customs clearance of goods 

donated by various foreign donors to those affected by the 

emergency disaster situation caused by Cyclone Ditvah, 

and authorizing the importation of unregistered (brand-

new) ambulances lacking airbags, provided they are 

received as donations or grants for the direct use of the 

1990 Suwa Seriya Foundation 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2421/04 - 27. 01. 2025 

The importation of vehicles categorized under selected Harmonized System (HS) Codes was 

temporarily suspended by the regulations published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2176/19 dated 

May 22, 2020. This temporary suspension continued to remain in effect for 304 HS Codes under 

the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 02 of 2023, as published in Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2312/78 dated January 01, 2023. Based on the Cabinet Memorandum No. 

24/1945/604/208 dated September 12, 2024, approval was granted by the Cabinet decision dated 

September 13, 2024, to lift the temporary suspension imposed on the importation of motor 

vehicles categorized under the aforementioned 304 Harmonized System (HS) Codes in three 

phases. 

Accordingly, under the second phase of the implementation, the Import and Export (Control) 

Regulations No. 01 of 2025 were published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2421/04 dated 

January 27, 2025, to lift the temporary suspension on the importation of vehicles used for 

commercial or goods transport purposes. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2421/44 –31. 01. 2025 

As the third phase of lifting the temporary suspension on motor vehicle imports, the Import and 

Export (Control) Regulations No. 02 of 2025 were published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2421/44 dated January 31, 2025. These regulations rescinding Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2415/35 of December 18, 2024, and No. 2421/04 of January 27, 2025) remove the temporary 

suspension on motor vehicles classified under the 304 Harmonized System (HS) Codes, 

including cars and vans for personal use. Furthermore, these regulations bring motor vehicles 

exceeding the maximum age limits, three-wheelers with two-stroke engines, and used bicycles 

under suspended Import Control Licensing. 
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Gazette Extraordinary No 2428/07 - 19. 03. 2025. 

Regulations requiring an Export Inspection Certificate from an authorized agency operating 

within the exporting country, intended to verify technical and manufacturing specifications due 

to administrative and standard compliance requirements, were first introduced via Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 1454/30 dated July 21, 2006; these regulations continue to be implemented 

under the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 02 of 2013, as published in Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 1804/17 dated April 03, 2013. 

However, upon observing that the aforementioned Gazette Extraordinary No. 1804/17, dated 

April 03, 2013, does not explicitly state that Bureau Veritas is authorized to issue Export 

Inspection Certificates for vehicles imported from Japan, it was identified that regulations must 

be formulated to legalize the issuance of Export Inspection Certificates by the said institution for 

vehicles imported from Japan. 

Furthermore, while regulations published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1804/17 dated April 03, 

2013, mandate that documents pertaining to the exported motor vehicle must bear the official 

seals of both the local bank opening the Letter of Credit (LC) and the correspondent bank in the 

exporting country, compliance has been hindered in certain instances where correspondent banks 

release documents to local banks without placing their official seals. Accordingly, taking into 

account the enhanced accessibility of data through online systems and the capability for 

electronic information verification, the necessity was identified to amend the said regulation 

regarding the requirement for the correspondent bank’s official seal on the Export Inspection 

Certificate and the detailed condition report of the vehicle including the accessories list  to 

facilitate a more contemporary and practical process. 

Pursuant to the decisions reached at a meeting convened on March 14, 2025, presided over by 

the Secretary to the Treasury, the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 03 of 2025 

were promulgated via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2428/07 dated March19, 2025 to amend the 

prevailing regulatory framework in line with the aforementioned objectives. 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2434/12 –29. 04. 2025. 

With the objective of easing the increased pressure on foreign reserves and financial markets 

caused by the unforeseen economic conditions following the COVID-19 pandemic, the issuance 

of Import Control Licenses (ICL) for selected items under import license control was suspended 

until further notice as a measure to restrict the importation of selected goods. 

As the temporary suspension on the importation of goods, including motor vehicles, has been 

fully lifted by February 01, 2025, attention was directed toward reviewing the list of suspended 

licensed items in consideration of current requirements. 

Accordingly, during at meeting held on April 07, 2025, officials from the Department of Trade 

and Investment Policy, Sri Lanka Customs, and the Department of Imports and Exports Control 

reviewed the list of items for which the issuance of Import Control Licenses (ICL) had been 
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suspended. Based on current requirements, it was decided that the suspension on issuing Import 

Control Licenses (ICL) for the following items should be lifted. 

i. used clothing categorized under HS Code 6309.00.90 since the Cabinet decision dated

January 27, 2025 (Decision No. 25/0070/826/001) has granted permission to import used

clothing in a phased manner,

ii. Vehicle spare parts required for the motor vehicle assembly industry and vehicle repairs

(classified under HS Codes 8408.20.10, 8408.90.10, 8707.10.50, 8707.10.90, 8707.90.90,

and 8714.10.10) taking into account the individual requests submitted.

iii. Casino gaming equipment conductive for the promotionos Tourism and gaming

equipment located in facilities providing tourist amenities (classified under HS Codes

9504.30.10, 9504.30.90, and 9504.90.10) taking into account the requests submitted by

investors registered with the Board of Investment (BOI) and obtained licensed under the

Casino Business (Regulation) Act, No. 17 of 2010.

Furthermore, taking into consideration the total lifting of the temporary suspension on motor 

vehicle imports via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2421/44 dated January 31, 2025, it was decided 

that the Import Control License (ICL) requirement previously imposed on the importation of 

electric motorcycles unregistered in any country which were permitted under ICL during the 

2022 fuel crisis  shall be removed. Accordingly, permission is granted for the importation of 

such motorcycles subject to the provisions set forth in the aforementioned Gazette No. 2421/44 

dated January 31, 2025. 

Accordingly, the Regulations No. 04 of 2025 were published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2434/12 dated April 29, 2025, to give effect to the aforementioned decisions.  

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2435/02 - 05.05. 2025. 

As approved by the Cabinet Decision dated April 21, 2025, pertaining to the Cabinet 

Memorandum dated April 07, 2025 (Reference No. අමප /25/0663/804/078), the Imports and 

Exports (control) Regulations No. 05 of 2025 were promulgaded under the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 and published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2435/02 dated May 05, 

2025. These regulations were established to incorporate the National Sub-divisions of the 

Harmonized System (HS) Codes for electric vehicles, as declared under the Revenue Protection 

Orders in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2434/02 dated April 28, 2025, into the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Regulations applicable to the importation of motor vehicles. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2437/04 - 19. 05. 2025. 

By virtue of the Special Import License Regulations No. 01 of 2023, promulgated via Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2312/77 dated January 01, 2023, the importation of salt classified under the 

Harmonized System (HS) Code 2501.00 has been brought under Import Control License (ICL) 

surveillance.  
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Taking into account the limited availability of salt in the local market, and as authorized by the 

Cabinet Decision dated May 15, 2025, pertaining to the Cabinet Memorandum No. 

25/0797/817/021 dated May 15, 2025, titled 'Importation of  raw non-iodized salt and edible 

iodized salt (powdered and granular salt) for industrial and household purposes  submitted by the 

Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security, and Cooperative Development, the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Regulations No. 06 of 2025 were promulgated via Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2437/04 dated May 19, 2025. These regulations grant permission for the importation of raw non-

iodized salt and edible iodized salt (powdered and granular salt) classified under HS Code 

2501.00 without the requirement of an Import Control License, effective until June 10, 2025. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2449/60 - 15. 08. 2025. 

Pursuant to the Cabinet Decision dated April 01, 2024, regarding the Cabinet Memorandum No. 

24/0644/615/003-I dated April 01, 2024, titled providing of essential transport facilities for rapid 

development in the tourism sector' submitted by the former Minister of Tourism and Lands, the 

Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 07 of 2024 were promulgated via Extraordinary 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2384/34 dated May 17, 2024. These regulations granted permission 

for the importation of 1,000 Brand new motor vehicles, including 250 mini-coaches and buses, 

and 750 vans (specifically 6-15 seater vans with sliding doors, excluding SUVs and cars), solely 

for the direct use of tourist transportation under a 'Vehicle Import License' issued by the 

Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Tourism. These regulations remained in 

force until June 30, 2025. 

In the meantime, the Cabinet of Ministers, through its decision dated August 04, 2025, regarding 

the Cabinet Memorandum No. 25/1339/807/016-I dated July 24, 2025, submitted by the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment, and Tourism, granted approval to extend the validity 

period of the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 07 of 2024 for a further three (03) 

months from July 01, 2025, to September 30, 2025. This approval was granted subject to the 

conditions specified in the observations of the Minister of Finance, Planning, and Economic 

Development. Accordingly, to give effect to the said Cabinet Decision, the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Regulations No. 07 of 2025 were promulgated via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2449/60 

dated August 15, 2025. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2458/43 - 15. 10. 2025. 

In accordance with the Special Import License Regulations No. 01 of 2023, promulgated via 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/77 dated January 01, 2023, the issuance of Import Control 

Licenses for the importation of rice classified under Harmonized System (HS) Codes 1006.30.19 

and 1006.30.29 has been suspended until further notice. 

Pursuant to the Cabinet Decision dated October 13, 2025, regarding the Joint Cabinet 

Memorandum No. 25/1942/817/013-XV dated October 10, 2025, titled 'Ensuring an adequate 

supply of rice varieties observed to be in short supply in the market' submitted by the Minister of 
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Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation, and the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food 

Security and Cooperative Development, permission was granted for the importation of 'GR 

11/Ponni Samba' rice variety which is equivalent to Keeri Samba rice classified under HS Code 

1006.30.29 without the requirement of an Import Control License. 

In accordance with the  said Cabinet decision, Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 08 

of 2025 were published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2458/43 dated October 15, 2025, to 

remove the Import Control License (ICL) requirement for the importation of GR 11/Ponni 

Samba rice varieties, which are equivalent to Keeri Samba rice classified under the Harmonized 

System Code 1006.30.29, subject to the conditions that the maximum quantity of rice an 

importer can import shall be 520 metric tons, the Shipped-on board date of the Bill of Lading 

shall be between October 15, 2025, and October 28, 2025, and the consignments shall be cleared 

from Sri Lanka Customs on or before November 15, 2025. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2459/46 - 24. 10. 2025. 

Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 09 of 2025 were published via Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2459/46 dated October 24, 2025, to grant permission for the release of motor 

vehicles from Sri Lanka Customs which had been imported non compliance with the Regulation 

No. 5 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations No. 02 of 2013, published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 1804/17 dated April 03, 2013, specifying the conditions to be fulfilled when 

importing used motor vehicles; this release is authorized under specific conditions as agreed 

before the Court, following the settlement terms submitted by the Ministry of Finance, Planning 

and Economic Development to the Attorney General’s Department and subsequent discussions 

held with relevant parties regarding the ongoing legal proceedings related to the motor vehicles 

detained by Sri Lanka Customs. 

Gazette Extraordinary No.  2465/07 –01. 12. 2025. 

Meetings held at the Presidential Secretariat on November 29, 2025, and November 30, 2025, 

with the participation of relevant stakeholders, discussed the arrangements necessary for the 

expedited clearance, distribution, tax exemptions, and obtain through a simplified process of 

goods provided by various foreign donors for those affected by the emergency disaster situation 

caused by Cyclone Ditva. Accordingly, it was decided that, in accordance with the guidelines 

published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism, conditional 

exemptions from Import and Export (Control) Regulations (such as obtaining Import Control 

Licenses and Standardization Verifications) should be granted for goods received in the name of 

the Disaster Management Centre or any Government Institution, under the approval of the 

Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism. 

Meanwhile, attention was drawn to the requirement for ambulances in the face of this emergency 

disaster situation during a meeting held on December 01, 2025, at the Ministry of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development, chaired by the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development. Accordingly, the Ministry of Finance, Planning and 
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Economic Development decided to publish regulations to acquire 150 unregistered (brand new) 

ambulances without airbags, which were authorized by the Cabinet decision dated July 09, 2024, 

pertaining to the memorandum dated June 18, 2024, numbered 24/1261/610/048 submitted by 

the then Minister of Health under the title obtainig ambulancesfor the 1990 Suwa Seriya 

Foundation as free grants to the 1990, to be obtained at this time as donations or grants for the 

direct use of the 1990 Suwa Seriya Foundation. 

Accordingly, to give effect to those decisions, the Imports and Exports (Control) Regulations 

No. 10 of 2025 were published via Gazette Extraordinary No. 2465/07 dated December 01, 2025. 

2.1.2 Issuance of Operational Instructions and Internal Circulars 

It is highly important to inform Sri Lanka Customs, commercial banks, and departmental officers 

regarding the regulations included in the Gazette notifications published by the Department 

during the year. Therefore, whenever a Gazette is published, issuing operational instructions and 

internal circulars for the awareness of the relevant parties is a main responsibility of the 

Department. Accordingly, the Department has taken steps to issue 09 operational instructions 

and 19 internal circulars during the year 2025. 

2.2. Issuance of Import and Export Control Licenses 

As an organization that regulates import and export activities, a main function of this Department 

is the issuance of licenses for items subject to import and export controls. Accordingly, five units 

have been established within this Department to carry out this task systematically and efficiently 

while providing a quality service to clients, and the issuance of licenses is conducted through 

these units. 

The information regarding the import and export control licenses issued by each unit during the 

year 2025 is as follows: 

2.2.1.   Unit 01  - Pharmaceuticals and Medical Equipment 

Pharmaceuticals and Medical Equipment have classified under five categories for the purpose of 

issuing licenses, and the number of licenses issued under each category in the year 2025 is as 

follows. 

No. Description Category No. of Licenses 

01 Western medicine 1000 1,359 

02 Veterinary medicine 1010 436 

03 Ayurvedic medicine 1020 120 

04 Homeopathic medicine 1030   10 

05 Medical equipment 1100 106 

Total 2,031 
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 Licenses issued for Pharmaceuticals and Medical Equipment 

In accordance with Section 109 of the National Medicines Regulatory Authority Act No. 05 of 

2015, and under the approval granted by the National Medicines Regulatory Authority, this unit 

identified several precautionary measures to be taken prior to issuing import licenses for 

pharmaceuticals and medical devices, furthermore, the unit identified special conditions to be 

included in these import licenses. A study was conducted on the bulk import licenses obtained 

for the year 2025, and based on those findings, the review and preparation of the relevant 

issuance conditions were carried out. 

The total number of licenses issued in the year 2025 has shown a certain increase compared to 

the year 2024. A quantitative monthly increase is observed in the number of import and export 

licenses issued in 2025 relative to the previous year; due to the introduction of a new computer 

system to our institution, importers limited the number of items imported under a single license 

with the expectation of obtaining licenses more quickly, resulting in the issuance of a higher 

volume of import licenses. Additionally, the importation of a larger quantity of pharmaceuticals 

alongside the expansion of the economy has also contributed to this increase. 

2.2.2 Unit 2 – Used Vehicles and Auto Parts 

This unit issues licenses for used vehicles and auto parts and the following licenses have been 

issued in relation to the year 2025 
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Description Category No. of Licenses 

1 Vehicles for Embassies 2030 01 

2 Electric Motorcycles 2210 35 

3 Ambulances 2130 03 

4 Motorcycles 2200 01 

5 Bicycle 2220 13 

6 Helmet 2240 21 

7 Body Shells 2320 09 

8 Chassis 2350 46 

9 Aircraft and Parts 2400 109  

10 Un Man aircraft 2410 45 

11 Balloons 2420 01 

12 Parachutes 2430 02 

13 Vessels and accessories 2500 08 

Total 294 

Licenses Issued for Used Motor Vehicles and Vehicle Spare Parts 
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2.2.3 Unit 3 – Import and Export of Chemicals, Fertilizers, Pesticides and Industrial Raw 

Materials 

Details of licenses issued during the year 2025 for chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides and industrial 

raw materials imported into Sri Lanka and export items are as follows. 

Description Category 
No. of 

Licenses 

01 Dangerous Chemicals 3000 466 

02 Pesticide & Other Chemicals 3010 1665 

03 Fertilizer 3020 11 

04 Organic waste 3030 233 

05 Radio Active Materials 3040 108 

06 Petroleum, Petroleum Products 3100 1282 

07 Alcohol 3200 193 

08 Metal Scraps (Exports) 3400 235 

09 Metal, Scraps (Imports) 3500 30 

Total 4223 

Licenses issued for import of chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides and industrial raw materials 

and exports 
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2.2.4  Unit 4 – Mobile Phones, Communication Equipment and Other 

The following import control licenses have been issued for mobile phones and communication 

equipment and other imports and exports in 2025. 

Description Category No. of Licenses 

01 Explosives & Weapons 4000 53 

02 Timber (Exports) 4010 99 

03 Used Computers 4040 03 

04 Used Refrigerators , Freezers  and Air Conditioners 4050 01 

05 Heat pumps 4060 09 

06 Refrigerant Gases 4080 181 

07 Brand new Air conditioning Out Door and Indoor unit 4090 106 

08 Electrical Plugs & Sockets 4100 45 

09 Remote controlled Toys 4110 20 

10 Cigarette papers 4120 63 

11 Used Furniture 4130 01 

12 Saws 4140 113 

13 Printers and Photocopy Machines 4150 202 

14 Sports Goods Conis or Dise Operated Gamens ets. 4170 09 

15 Telecommunication Equpment 4200 1182 

16 Cellular phones 4300 2498 

17 Used clothes 4400 40 

Total 4625 
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Licenses issued for Mobile Phones, Communication Equipment and Other 

2.2.5 Unit 5- Animals, Animal Products and Miscealeniuos Imports 

Licenses have been issued for Animals, Animal Products and other imports as follows. 

Description Category No. of 

Licenses 

01 Live animals 5000 28 

02 Edible Meat and Related Products 5010 154 

03 Animal Feeds 5020 2475 

04 Salt 5100 40 

05 Sugar 5110 13 

06 Frozen Fish 5200 149 

07 Fish Bait 5210 04 

08 Canned Fish 5220 12 

09 Cashew Shelled 
5300 70 

10 Cereals 5310 135 

11 Rice 
5320 21 

12 Rice in Husk 
5330 01 

13 Palm Oil 5340 86 
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14 Energy Drink 5400 39 

15 Tea 5410 748 

16 Gold 5500 30 

Total 4005 

Licenses issued for animals, animal products and miscealeniuos imports 

2.2.6  No. of Licenses issued in 2025 (Monthly) 

Month Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Total 

January 202 10 246 399 177 1034 

February 149 32 363 392 233 1169 

March 137 35 424 405 295 1296 

April 149 27 340 328 303 1147 

May 136 15 303 335 323 1112 
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Import and Export Control Licenses issued in 2025  

Monthly

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

June 188 20 317 403 379 1307 

July 195 17 436 418 391 1457 

August 184 24 378 392 385 1363 

September 158 27 359 404 372 1320 

October 148 22 385 463 398 1416 

November 168 31 379 328 353 1259 

December 217 34 293 358 396 1298 

Total 2031 294 4223 4625 4005 15178 
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2.2.7 Import Export Control Licences issued During Last 4 years 

Item 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Unit 

01 
Pharmaceuticals 

2,255 1,832 1,945 1,583 2031 

Unit 

02 
Vehicles and Auto Parts 

284 647 385 640 294 

Unit 

03 

Chemicals, Fertilizers, 

Pesticides, Industrial raw 

materials imports, and exports 

4,313 3,653 4,256 4,881 4223 

Unit 

04 

Mobile phones,  

Communication Equipment 

and other 

8,982 4,231 5,218 6,136 4625 

Unit 

05 

Animals, Animal products 

and other exports 

3,742 3,443 3,282 3,770 4005 

Total 19,576 13,806 15,086 170,10 15,178 

2.3 Data review of Import and Export Licenses issued in 3 years 

 2.3.1 Pharmaceuticals & Medical Equipment - Unit 1 

Description Year 

2023 2024 2025 

01 Western medicine 1365 914 1,359 

02 Veterinary medicine 309 404 436 

03 Ayurvedic medicine 179 175 120 

04 Homeopathic medicine 14 10   10 

05 Medical equipment 78 80 106 

Total 1945 1583 2031 

Due to the increase in market liquidity and the continuous strengthening of the exchange rate, the 

issuance of new licenses in the year 2025 has shown an approximate increase compared to the 

year 2024. However, with the exception of categories such as veterinary medicines, medical 
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devices, western pharmaceuticals, and homeopathic medicines, a declining trend is observed in 

the number of licenses issued for ayurvedic medicines. 

Compared to the year 2022, the number of new licenses issued in the year 2023 has increased; 

Aithough new licenses issued in 2024 show a slight downward trend before appearing to 

normalize with a resurgence in 2025. 

The volume of licenses issued in 2025 (2,031) represents a precentage increase of approximately 

28% compared to the volume issued in 2024 (1,583). This growth is attributed to economic shifts 

as well as the efficient and delay-free issuance of licenses through the newly introduced online 

system (Stratlink) in 2025. 

Overall, it appears that due to the easing of various import control conditions and the growth in 

foreign reserves, pharmaceutical companies have once again been incentivized to meet the 

country's medicinal requirements without shortages. 

2.3.2 Used Vehicles and Auto Parts - Unit 2 

Description 
Year 

2023 2024 2025 

01 Vehicles for Embassies - - 01 

02 Donations for foreign service agencies 02 06 - 

03 Donations for social service agencies 07 09 - 

04 Special purpose vehicles - 01 - 

05 Motor Trailor (Used) 02 - - 

06 Used tractors for the agriculture sector 02 01 - 

07 Airplane and Parts 96 187 109 

08 Engine 03 02 - 

09 Machines and accessories 05 02 - 

10 Body shell 25 38 09 

11 Used Motor Bicycles 01 02 01 

12 Electric  Motor Cycles 138 154 35 

13 Bicycles 18 13 13 

14 Helmet 21 30 21 

15 Chassis 59 168 46 

16 Seats (Used vehicle seats) 03 03 - 

17 Used Clothes 03 24 - 

18 Ambulances - - 03 

19 Un Man aircraft - - 45 

20 Balloons - - 01 

21 Parachutes - - 02 

22 Vessels and accessories - - 08 

Total 385 640 294 
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Since the requirement to obtain import licenses for electric motorcycles by this Department was 

removed pursuant to the Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2434/12 dated April 29, 2025, 

the number of licenses issued during the first 04 months of the year 2025 is indicated as 35. 

Accordingly, a decrease of approximately 77% is observed in the number of licenses issued for 

electric motorcycles in the year 2025 compared to the year 2024. Furthermore, with permission 

granted from the beginning of the year 2025 to import vehicles that do not exceed 03 years from 

their date of manufacture without license control, a decrease of approximately 76% is observed 

in the number of import licenses obtained for locally assembled vehicles (body shells) compared 

to the year 2024. 

Due to importers being instructed from the year 2025 onwards to apply for a single license 

against multiple proforma invoices for imports carried out under Category No. 2350 (Locally 

Assembled Motorcycles), a decrease of approximately 73% is observed in the number of licenses 

issued under that category during the year 2025 compared to the year 2024. However, despite the 

observed 73% reduction in the number of relevant licenses, it is further noted that the quantity of 

motorcycles imported under this category has increased by approximately 12%. 

Furthermore, as arrangements have been made to obtain recommendations from external 

institutions for the issuance of import and export control licenses solely through an online 

system, it is observed that the capacity to streamline and execute the import and export licensing 

process more systematically has been significantly enhanced. 

2.3.3 Chemical Substances, Fertilizers, Pesticides, and Industrial Raw Materials Imports 

and Exports - Unit 3 

Description Year 

2023 2024 2025 

01 Dangerous Chemicals 508 508 466 

02 Chemicals other than agrochemicals, 

pesticides  

1743 1940 1665 

03 Fertilizer - - 11 

04 Organic Waste 46 99 233 

05 Radio Active Materials 253 182 108 

06 Petroleum , Petroleum Products 1075 1452 1282 

07 Alcohol 250 229 193 

08 
Plastic food containers 

- 01 - 

09 Metal, Scraps exports  213 317 235 

10 Metal, Scraps imports   168 153 30 

Total 4256 4881 4223 
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Unit 3 functions for issueing licenses for importing dangerous chemicals, petroleum-related 

products, radioactive substances, alcohol, other chemicals required for industries, other raw 

materials, and licenses for exporting metal scraps. 

With the introduction of a new computer application for the issuance of licenses and debit notes, 

and the subsequent interconnection between our Department and Sri Lanka Customs, a trend 

toward a more streamlined existing system was observed. Furthermore, due to steps taken to 

issue bulk licenses for selected license categories and the provision of opportunities to include 

multiple pro forma invoices under a single license, a some quantitative decrease is observed in 

the number of licenses issued in the year 2025 compared to the year 2024. 

2.3.4  Mobile Phones, Communication Equipment, and Others - Unit 4 

Description Year 

2023 2024 2025 

01 Explosives & Weapons 153 207 53 

02 Timber (Exports) 65 108 99 

03 Used Computers 09 04 03 

04 Used  Refrigerators and  Air conditioners 01 - 01 

05 Heat pumps 10 16 09 

06 Refrigerant gases 99 99 181 

07 Brand new Air conditioning Out Door and Indoor unit 228 167 106 

08 Sports Goods ,Coins or Dise Operated Games etc. - 07 09 

09 Plugs and sockets 65 79 45 

10 Remote controlled Toys 74 91 20 

11 Cigarette Papers 49 69 63 

12 Used furniture 03 01 01 

13 Saws 17 102 113 

14 Printers and photocopiers 142 210 202 

15 Telecommunication Equipment 1175 1205 1182 

16 Cellular phones 3128 3770 2498 

17 Weather balloon - 01 - 

18 Used Clothes - - 40 

Total 5218 6136 4625 
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This unit is responsible for issuing import licenses for items such as mobile phones, communication 

equipment, electronic appliances, keys, remote-controlled toys, gunpowder, and air rifles, as well as 

issuing export licenses for sawn timber and wood logs. 

In the year 2025, a new computer  system was introduced for the methodology of issuing licenses and 

debit notes, and with the interconnection established between this Department and Sri Lanka Customs, a 

trend toward systematic optimization of the existing process is observed. Accordingly, compared to the 

year 2024, it is noted that providing the opportunity to include multiple proforma invoices under a single 

license issued for Category 4300 (Mobile Phones (Used / New)) in the year 2025 has resulted in a 

quantitative decrease in the volume of licenses issued. 

According to the Cabinet Decision No. අමප/25/0070/826/001 dated February 4, 2025, and taking into 

consideration the request made by the Ministry of Environment, Cabinet approval has been granted to 

introduce an annual quota system to control the import of used clothing, and under that mechanism, to 

progressively phase out the importation of all types of used clothing (including winter clothing) over a 

period of three years. Accordingly, 40 import licenses have been issued for the importation of used 

clothing for the year 2025. 

2.3.5 Animals, Animal Products, and Miscellaneous Imports - Unit 5 

Description Year 

2023 2024 2025 

01 Live Animals 1642 2222 28 

02 Edible Meat and Meat Products 
- - 154 

03 Animal Feeds - - 2475 

04 Salt 26 27 40 

05 Sugar 07 17 13 

06 Frozen Fish 293 278 149 

07 Frozen Squid - 02 - 

08 Fish Baits  - - 04 

09 Canned Fish - - 12 

10 Cashews in shell 01 36 70 

11 Cereals 193 174 135 

12 Rice  120 173 21 

13 Rice in Husk - - 01 

14 Palm oil 54 61 86 

15 Energy drinks 51 55 39 

16 Tea 500 687 748 
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17 Gold 37 37 30 

18 Clothes - 01 - 

19 Prepared Flour and Malts 358 - - 

Total 3282 3770 4005 

The total number of licenses issued in 2025 shows a higher value compared to 2024, though 

when considered by category, some categories show lower values compared to 2024. 

Pursuant to Cabinet Decision No. අමප/25/0406/808/027 dated 17.03.2025, approval was granted 

for the importation of 300,000 metric tons of maize for animal feed production from June to 

December 2025. Consequently, 2,475 import control licenses were issued under Category Code 

5020, representing an increase in the volume of licenses issued compared to the year 2024. 

Pursuant to the Cabinet Decision, approval has been granted for the importation of 5,000 metric 

tons of raw cashew nuts in-shell for domestic consumption; consequently, the volume of licenses 

issued for this purpose reflects an increase when compared to the year 2024. 

Furthermore, the number of licenses issued for the importation of tea leaves under Category 

Code 580 stood at 687 in the year 2024 and 748 in the year 2025, demonstrating a relative 

growth within this category. 

The number of licenses issued for the importation of salt under Category Code 505 stood at 27 in 

the year 2024 and 40 in the year 2025, demonstrating a relative growth within this category. 

In the year 2024, 17 import licenses were issued for sugar under Category Code 515, whereas in 

the year 2025, the number stood at 13 under Category Code 5110, reflecting a lower value 

compared to the year 2024. 

Pursuant to the Cabinet Decision, approval was granted for the issuance of rice import licenses 

for domestic consumption in the year 2024. However, as only sticky rice was imported in the 

year 2025, a lower value is recorded when compared to the year 2024. 

2.4 Imports and Exports Payment Terms and Regulations 

The Department also regulates international trade transactions made for commercial purposes. 

For this purpose, payment terms regulation were published through Gazette Extraordinary No. 

1739/03 dated 2012.01.02, and operational instructions are continuously issued to commercial 

banks regarding these payment terms. 

1. Advanced Payments -AP

2. Documents against Acceptance - DA

3. Letters of Credit - LC

4. Documents against Payment -DP

5. Open Accounts - OA
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6. Payments on Consignment Account Basis

7. Non Foreign Exchange -NFE

The approvals/no-objection clearances issued by the Department of Import and Export Control 

during the year 2025 regarding payment methods, pursuant to the regulations specified in the 

Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 1739/03, are as follows:  
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January 
1 23 14 7 12 5 62 

February 4 30 24 5 10 2 75 

March 9 39 30 3 9 5 95 

April 4 32 29 2 2 2 71 

May 1 20 21 2 5 2 51 

June 3 30 21 3 16 4 77 

July 
2 47 19 11 13 0 92 

August 
1 40 18 1 16 

2 
78 

September 
4 44 25 1 6 3 83 

October 
10 63 31 1 15 4 124 

November 
4 61 32 2 11 1 111 

December 
7 45 22 2 22 6 104 

Total 50 474 286 40 137 36 1023 
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2.5. Regulation and Facilitation of Imports and Exports in Sri Lanka 

2.5.1 Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540 in Sri Lanka 

The proliferation of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, as well as their means of 

delivery, is considered a serious threat to international peace and security. Therefore, it is a 

fundamental responsibility of states to refrain from providing any form of assistance to non-state 

actors in acquiring, possessing, transferring, transporting, or using such weapons or related 

materials. 

To that end, it is essential to enact appropriate legal and administrative measures for the 

implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540. This resolution emphasizes that the 

export, re-export, transit, and trans-shipment of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons and 

related materials for peaceful purposes only must be conducted in accordance with relevant 

national laws and regulatory frameworks. However, since a sufficiently specific legal framework 

did not exist within the country to fully meet these requirements, Sri Lanka identified the need to 

establish a formal, coherent, and modern legal framework for the control of strategic goods trade. 

Implementing such international obligations further strengthens Sri Lanka's foreign policy, 

accountability, and credibility, while also contributing a range of benefits to the country, such as 

enhanced national security, trade stability, attraction of foreign investment, and improved ease of 

doing business. 

Taking the above requirements into consideration, cabinet policy approval was granted on 11 

September 2019 for the implementation of Resolution 1540 in Sri Lanka. Furthermore, a 

legislative drafting committee and a technical committee, comprising representatives of state 

institutions, were appointed with cabinet approval to effectively implement the resolution and 

provide the necessary legal and technical support. 

The Technical Committee has completed the preparation of the EU Military List and the EU 

Dual-Use Control List in English, Sinhala, and Tamil, taking into account international best 

practices. These two lists are proposed to be used as the foundational basis for developing a 

national control list. 

However, the Legal Draftsman observed that since the original cabinet approval for this process 

was granted in 2019, it needed to be updated and aligned with the current policy environment. 

Accordingly, a new cabinet memorandum was prepared and submitted for cabinet approval, 

which was granted in January 2023. 

Going forward, the Strategic Trade Management Act has been drafted and referred to the Legal 

Draftsman to provide the necessary legal foundation for the full and effective implementation of 

Resolution 1540. In drafting this legislation, the observations of subject matter experts related to 

Resolution 1540, strategic trade control laws in force in Asia-Pacific countries, and international 

guidelines have been studied in detail. 

The drafting of the Sri Lanka Strategic Trade Management Act is required in relation to both the 

implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540 in Sri Lanka and the Action Plan for 
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Sri Lanka's Third Mutual Evaluation on the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorism 

Financing framework. Additionally, work has been carried out to prepare a national control list 

based on the EU Military List and the EU Dual-Use Control List in respect of strategic items 

proposed to be regulated under that Act. 

At present, steps have been taken to re-obtain cabinet approval in order to incorporate 

amendments required in accordance with the observations of the Legal Draftsman, and it is 

intended to proceed with the necessary further steps in accordance with cabinet approval. The 

enactment of this Act will be an important step in elevating Sri Lanka's strategic trade control 

system to a comprehensive and efficient framework. 

2.5.2 Pre-Shipment Inspection Certificate 

When importing used vehicles to Sri Lanka, it is necessary to verify that these vehicles comply 

with the specified emission standards and safety measures and for this purpose, the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 1804/17 dated April 04, 2013, which includes authorized inspection agencies 

for obtaining pre-shipment inspection certificates, was published. 

Since 2020, vehicle imports were temporarily suspended due to the financial crisis caused by the 

global COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, the process of increasing the number of authorized 

inspection agencies issuing pre-shipment inspection certificates for vehicles was temporarily 

halted. 

However, as the country's financial crisis gradually returned to normal by 2024, with the 

government's attention focused on vehicle imports and the temporary ban on certain vehicle 

categories being lifted, the process of increasing the number of pre-shipment inspection 

certificate issuing agencies was revitalized. Initial measures were taken to re-invite proposals 

from agencies previously selected by the Special Technical Committee in 2019 and to select 

suitable agencies. 

The selection process for the said institutions was concluded during the first quarter of the year 

2025, and the preparation of an appropriate agreement to enter into contracts with the selected 

institutions has commenced. Subsequently, a Gazette Notification is scheduled to be published to 

publicize the authorized institutions. This will enable importers to minimize the difficulties they 

face when importing vehicles in the future, while also ensuring the safety and protection of the 

consumers who purchase them. 

2.5.3.  Gazette Notification for Publishing the List of Importers Who Contravene 

Regulations 

The publication of the list of importers who contravene regulations with the standards prescribed 

by the Import and Export (Control) Regulations serves as an indicator of fulfilling the social 

responsibility to safeguard the national economy, public health and safety, as well as 

environmental security. Therefore, provisions concerning the publication of the list of importers 
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who contravene regulations with the standards prescribed by the Import and Export (Control) 

Regulations have been accommodated under this framework. 

Accordingly, the draft of the regulations prepared by the Legal Draftsman was submitted for 

Cabinet approval via Cabinet Memorandum No. MF/IED/003/CM/2025/063 dated 15.06.2025. 

Consequently, taking into consideration the observations provided by the Minister of Trade, 

Commerce, Food Security, and Co-operative Development regarding the said Cabinet 

Memorandum, it was communicated via Cabinet Decision No. අමප/25/1108/804/131 dated 

22.07.2025 to proceed with the necessary actions subject to the prior approval of the Cabinet of 

Ministers. 

Pursuant to the said Cabinet Decision and taking into consideration the observations of the 

Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security, and Co-operative Development, the relevant 

regulations has been referred back to the Legal Draftsman for redrafting. Steps will be taken in 

due course to republish the Gazette Notification upon incorporating the amendments by the 

Legal Draftsman, resubmitting it to the Cabinet of Ministers, and obtaining their subsequent 

approval. 

2.5.4 Preparing a Policy Framework for Issuing Import and Export Licenses and 

Reviewing Import and Export License Conditions 

The formulation of the aforementioned policy framework was initiated with the objectives of 

precisely identifying the recommending authorities for licenses issued by the Department of 

Import and Export Control, accurately classifying the items falling under the purview of those 

recommending authorities, and thereby ensuring that explicit recommendations for the 

importation of the respective items are issued directly by those relevant institutions. 

As the preliminary step, the units responsible for issuing the respective import licenses 

individually identified the institutions that conventionally issue recommendations for each 

licensed item. To identify ambiguous or problematic areas concerning these institutions and to 

resolve those issues, the respective recommending authorities were summoned to this 

Department for discussions. Accordingly, a new mechanism was formulated to ensure that 

recommendations for import licenses can be obtained exclusively through those designated 

institutions. 

Accordingly, in order to streamline the respective recommendation process, this Department has 

taken measures to enter into Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with the relevant 

recommending authorities to facilitate the online acquisition of recommendations through the 

STRATLINK digital system introduced by this Department. 
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2.6 New Improvements 

2.6.1 Progress of the STRATLINK Computer Software System fully implemented at the 

Department of Import and Export Control 

Considering the provisions and 

recommendations of the 

Personal Data Protection Act 

No. 09 of 2022 and the 

Information and Cyber Security 

Policy for Government 

Institutions, it was further 

recognized as essential to enter 

into agreements with parties 

accessing data within the 

STRATLINK system. 

Accordingly, Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs), 

detailing their respective roles 

and responsibilities, have been entered into with 25 government institutions that are stakeholders 

connected to the STRATLINK system and provide recommendations for the issuance of import 

and export control licenses. 

By the year 2025, 99% of the regular clients transacting with the Department had completed their 

registration within the STRATLINK system and were obtaining their import and export licenses 

online with great ease. 

Furthermore, clients have been provided with the facility to make license fee and other related 

payments swiftly through the national payment platform (LankaPay Payment Platform), with the 

convenience of making payments on a 24/7 basis. 

The system integration between the Department of Import and Export Control and Sri Lanka 

Customs has been completed, enabling the automated exchange of license information between 

the STRATLINK system and the ASYCUDA system of Sri Lanka Customs. Accordingly, 

license details are transmitted to Sri Lanka Customs, and upon receipt of the Customs 

Declaration data required for license debiting from the ASYCUDA system into the STRATLINK 

system, the approvals required for cargo clearance are automatically forwarded to Sri Lanka 

Customs through the STRATLINK system. 

2.6.2. Future Developments of the STRATLINK System 

The system enhancements identified during the first phase of STRATLINK are scheduled to be 

implemented during its second phase in the year 2026. 

In addition to integration with the forthcoming National Single Window project, plans have been 

formulated to connect the system with the National Cyber Security Operations Centre (NCSOC) 

in order to minimize the impact of potential cyber threats, thereby ensuring the delivery of an 

efficient, secure, and high-quality service. 
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Chapter 3-  

3.1. Statement of Financial Performance 

Financial Performance Statement for the year ending 31st  December 2025 
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3. 2  Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Financial Position as at 31st  December 2025  
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3.3 Statement  of Cash Flows 

Statement  of Cash Flows as at 31st  December 2025 
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3.4  Performance of Revenue Collection 

         Rs.  ‘000 

Income code 

Description 

to the 

income 

code 

Income Estimation Income Added 

Initial 

Estimation 

Final 

Estimation 
Amount (Rs.) 

As % of the 

Final 

Estimation 

1001.03.00 

Import and 

Export 

Licences 

Fees 

3,800,000 3,315,000 4,154,004 125% 

3.4.1  Value of the Import and Export Control Licences and additional Fees of the Last 4 Years 

Rs. ‘000 

Year 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Net Income 3,086,778 3,304,992 3,762,583 4,154,004 
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Considering the department's license revenue over the past three years, a gradual increase in 

revenue can be observed. In the year 2025, the department succeeded in earning a high revenue 

of Rs.4.15 billion through the issuance of licenses, which represents an increase of 

approximately 10.4% compared to the year 2024. 

Factors such as the expansion of the economy, the increase in the volume of licenses issued due 

to the enhanced efficiency of the new computer system, and the collection of fines in instances of 

import control regulation violations have contributed to the growth in license revenue. 

3.5 Performance of utilization of allocations for the year 2025 

Rs. ‘000 

Provision 

Type 

Allocated Provisions 
Actual 

Expenditure 

As % of the 

Utilized Final 

Provision 
Initial 

Provisions 

Final 

Provisions 

Recurrent 187,000 186,545 162,467 87% 

Capital 8,000 8,455 4,572 54% 

Capital -13 

( forieng Grant) 

- 102,952 102,952 100% 

3.6  According to F.R. 208, there are no provisions granted to this Department as a representative 

of another Ministry/Department.  

3.7 Performance on Reporting of Non - Financial Assests 

       Rs. 

Assess 

Code 

Code Description Balance as 

per the 

Goods 

Survey 

Report as at 

31.12.2025 

Balance as per 

Financial 

Status Report 

as at 

31.12.2025 

To be 

accounted 

in the 

future 

Reporting 

progress 

as% 

9151 
Buildings and 

Structures  

- - - - 

9152 Machinery - 89,476,036.17 - - 

9153 Lands - - - - 

9154 Intangible Assets - 98,673,837.92 - - 

9155 Biological Assets - - - - 

9160 Work in Progress - - - - 

9180 Tax-Deductible Assets - - - - 
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3.8 Auditor General’s Report   (Annexture 1) 

Chapter 4 - Performance Index 

4.1 Institutional Performance Index (Based on Action Plan) 

Specific Index 

Actual Output as a percentage of the 

expected out (%) 

100% - 90% 75% - 89% 
50% - 

74% 

Execution of 

existing regulations 

Publication Regulations for 

Gazette Notifiction  

√ 

Issuing opearating instructions √ 

Issuing Internal Circulars √ 

Operational 

activities 

Issuing Import/Export Control 

Licenses and Debits 

√ 

Financial 

Management 

 Completion of activities stipulated 

in  Imprest Requirement Plan  

√ 

Completion of activities stipulated 

in Revenue Collection Plan 

√ 

Internal Audit 

Functions 

 Internal Audit Inspections √ 

Conduct AMC meeting √ 

Submit the Preliminary Report √ 

Preparation of Chief Internal 

Auditor's Quartely Assesment 

Report  

√ 

Implementation of 

Moderanized IT 

System 

Implentation of STRATLINK 

IT System 

√ 

Procurement 

Management 

Implentation of goods, works 

and  non-consulting services 

√ 

Human Resource 

Management 

Implementation of Training 

Programs 

√
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Chapter 5 - Performance in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs)  

At the United Nations General Assembly in 2015, world leaders introduced the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals and 169 targets to be achieved globally by 2030. The Action Plan for 

Human, Earth, and Prosperity on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Efforts to 

Strengthen Universal Peace in Extensive Freedom, Eliminate Forms of Poverty, including 

Extreme Poverty, Human Rights, Gender Equality and Empowerment of women and girls 

including the collaborative action of all stakeholders. 

Officers of this Department participated in workshops sponsored by the Sustainable 

Development Council to strengthen the role of public institutions in Sri Lanka in aligning with 

the national approach for the successful implementation of the Global Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). This further enhanced their understanding of planning and implementing long-

term development strategies 

Subsequently, with a long-term vision to achieve the department's objectives, Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and indicators to measure their progress were established. Within 

the framework of these established goals, the Department of Import and Export Control has 

initiated activities to meet the timely requirements for the country's sustainable development. 

The Sustainable Development Goals taken as the basis in formulating the objectives relevant to 

the department are as follows. 

5.1 Identified Sustainable Development Goals 

Making cities and settlements perfectly safe, robust and sustainable. (Sustainable Development 

Goal - No. 11 ) 

In order to build a conducive environment for living in the country, air quality assurance and 

municipal and other waste management must be carried out. Due to the rapid increase in traffic 

use in urbanized areas, the percentage of emissions from the air in those areas has also increased. 

It is noteworthy that the toxic fumes emitted from vehicles cause significant air pollution. 

Therefore, the import of vehicles that do not comply with emission standards has been stopped. 

Regulations have been imposed for this by Gazette Extraordinary Notification No. 2107/45 dated 

25.01.2019 and necessary measures are being taken to continuously implement these regulations. 

Ensuring sustainable consumption and production pattern. (Sustainable Development 

Objectives No. 12) 

The Department acts as a regulatory body to achieve the development goals set by the 

Government by minimizing the adverse effects on human health and the environment by 

managing chemicals and all pollutants in an environmentally friendly manner. Identifying such 

influential import and export items and subjecting them to regulation and regulation of import 

and export licenses, complete prohibition on import or export and setting of import and export 

related standards in coordination with other government agencies. 
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According to the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2326/41 and the Gazette dated 06.04.2023, the 

import of single-use plastic goods has been banned. Accordingly, in terms of the Approval of 

Cabinet of Ministers obtained by the Ministry of Environment for the proposals set out in their 

Note to the Cabinet No. 23/0265/622/003 dated January 31, 2023, titled “Management of Single 

Use Plastic/Polythene Waste”, importation of single-use plastic drinking straws, stirrers, plates, 

cups (except yogurt cups), spoons including yogurt spoons, forks, knives, and plastic garlands, 

plastic string hopper trays has been banned by the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2326/41 dated 

April 06, 2023,continue to be in force. 

In addition, in the year 2024, the Extraordinary Gazette No. 2384/35 dated 17 May 2024 was 

published imposing standardization regulations for imported goods under HS Code 304. Here, it 

made standardization mandatory for many types of foods that are directly intended for human 

consumption, as well as many equipment and accessories. 

Creating a peaceful and perfect society for sustainable development, providing 

opportunities for all for justice and building effective, accountable institutions at all levels. 

(Sustainable Development Goals No. 16) 

The Department aims to establish a decision-making process with the active participation of 

officers at all levels and to ensure high effectiveness by constantly evaluating those decisions. 

Through staff meetings and progress review meetings, officials at all levels have been actively 

involved in the decision-making process, enabling the establishment of an effective, accountable 

and transparent body. 

The Department has provided the necessary facilities to those parties in a manner that fully 

guarantees the right of the public to access information in accordance with the national legal 

system and international charters and conventions. The information requested by the Department 

will be handed over to the requesting parties very responsibly and expeditiously and access to the 

updated information will also be provided through the Departmental website. 

Strengthening and Reviving the opportunities of implementation of  global cooperation. 

(Sustainable Development Goals No. 17) 

It is the responsibility of the Department to implement, facilitate, coordinate, and regulate the 

policies adopted to achieve the sustainable development goals envisioned by the Government. 

Under this framework, ensuring the proper implementation and regulation of government 

policies, as well as enforcing and strengthening international trade regulations, are key 

objectives. 

In this regard, by implementing United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 and the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement (TFA) within Sri Lanka, the Department works toward achieving 

sustainable development goals, such as improving global macroeconomic stability through 

policy coordination and coherence. Resolution 1540 received Cabinet approval in 2023. 

Simultaneously, to more effectively issue import and export control licenses through an online 

system, Cabinet approval was obtained to establish the STRATLINK computer system in 

collaboration with the Embassy of the United States. Accordingly, representatives of the 
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Estonian Government conducted basic-level training for the officers of the Department of Import 

and Export Control on the functionality of the STRATLINK system. The system was officially 

launched on October 25, 2024, and steps were taken to fully issue import-export control licenses 

and debit notes online starting in the year 2025. 

Target/ 

Objective 
Targets 

Achievement 

Index 

Progress on 

achievements so far 

0%-

49% 

50%- 

75% 

76%-

100% 

11. To make

cities and 

settlements 

perfect, safe, 

robust, and 

sustainable. 

11.6 Reduce the per capita 

adverse environmental 

impact caused by cities, 

especially by 2030, 

including air quality and 

urban and other waste 

management.  

1. Not allowing

clearance of non-

compliant vehicles

to the standards. ✓ 

12 Ensuring 

sustainable 

consumption 

and production 

patterns. 

12.4 Implement eco-

friendly management of 

chemicals and all 

contaminants in 

accordance with the 

agreed international 

agenda by 2020 and 

minimize their release into 

the air, water and soil to 

minimize adverse effects 

on human health and the 

environment. 

2. Completion of

the Barzel

Convention

Review.

✓ 

3. Number of items

controlled on the 

recommendation of 

the relevant 

authority. 

✓ 

4. Number of

consultative

meetings held with

interested parties.

✓ 

5. Number of

consultative

meetings held with

staff officers.

✓ 

6. Number of

activities carried

out for awareness. ✓
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Target/ 

Objective 
Targets 

Achievement 

Index 

Progress on 

achievements so far 

0%-

49% 

50%- 

75% 

76%-

100% 

12.5   Prevent waste 

generation, mitigation, 

recycling and recycling by 

2030.  

7. Number of

regulations issued 

during the year to 

reduce the import 

of e-waste. 

✓ 

8. Number of

rejected imported

used electronic

items (mobile

phones, computers,

etc.).

✓ 

16. Creating

peaceful and 

perfect societies 

for sustainable 

development, 

giving everyone 

access to justice 

and building 

effective, 

responsible 

institutions at 

all levels. 

16.7 Ensuring that there is 

a responsive, inclusive, 

participatory and 

representative decision-

making process at all 

levels. 

9. Number of staff

meetings held.
✓ 

10. Number of

progress review

meetings held. ✓ 

16.10 Ensuring the right of 

the public to information 

and protection of 

fundamental freedoms in 

accordance with the 

national legal system and 

international charters and 

conventions. 

11. Number of

replies given within

14 days on requests

made under the

Right to

Information Act.

✓ 

12. Number of

reports, statistics

and publications

published from

time to time on the

Departmental

website in

accordance with the

Right to

Information Act.

✓
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Target/ 

Objective 
Targets 

Achievement 

Index 

Progress on 

achievements so far 

0%-

49% 

50%- 

75% 

76%-

100% 

17. 

Strengthening 

and Reviving 

the 

opportunities 

of 

implementation 

of  global 

cooperation. 

17.1. Local resources 

animation, including 

providing international 

support to developing 

countries to improve the 

collecting of taxes and 

other income. 

Implementation of 

United Nations 

Security Council 

Resolution 1540 in 

Sri Lanka 

✓ 

17.16. Increasing the 

global partnership for 

sustainable development 

through various parties, 

especially in the 

partnership, experience, 

technology and financial 

resources to achieve 

sustainable development 

goals, especially in 

developing countries, 

including developing 

countries. 

Establishment of 

STRATLINK 

Computer system 

✓ 

5.2 Achievements and Challenges in Fulfilling Sustainable Development Goals 

It should be coordinated with other Government Agencies in carrying out the role of the 

Department to achieve sustainable development goals. There, some functions are entitled to the 

public institutions, and the progress of this task decisively affects the goals of the Department. 

The progress that those State Institutions to perform the threat is a rule of the Department, 

another challenge that has faced. The Department is working to overcome these challenges. 

The import and export control restrictions previously imposed to resolve the economic crisis and 

foreign reserve issues faced in the past have now been lifted. The national economy has 

stabilized to a certain extent, and a notable growth in foreign reserves is evident. Based on this 

progress, import and export controls were largely removed to ease the public's day-to-day life. 

Except for certain categories of vehicle imports, the liberalization of other imports has led to a 

relaxation in consumption patterns and has contributed to growth in the industrial sector.
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Chapter 6 - Human Resource Profile 

6.1 Workforce Management 

Departmental staff actively contribute to the formulation of policies related to import and export 

regulation, issuing of licenses/debit notes and revenue collection, and are responsible and 

committed to providing a more efficient and effective service to clients. The staff as of 

31.12.2025 as follows. 

6.2 Impact of shortage or excess of human resources on the performance of the 

Department  

Requests have been made to the Secretary to the Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government, to The Director General of Combined Services, and to the 

Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to take necessary 

action to fill the existing vacancies in the Department. Further, the following measures were 

taken to fill the human resource shortage. 

I. Although there are 06 approved cadres for the posts of Deputy Controller / Assistant

Controller of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service (SLAS) for this Department, only 04

officers are currently in active service. A request has been made to the Secretary to the

Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to provide officers, either on an

acting basis or through new postings, until these vacancies are filled.

II. The approved cadre for the post of Driver is 5, of which only two are currently in service.

Although requests have been made to fill these vacancies, they have not been fulfilled to

date. Consequently, an official driver from the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development has been temporarily deployed to this Department, enabling the management of

the Department's official transport requirements despite operational difficulties.

6.3 Human Resources Development 

In 2025, officers were directed to the following programs which are directly related to the human 

resource development of the Department. 

Approved Cadre Actual Cadre Vacancies 

Senior 14 12 02 

Tertiary 04 03 01 

Secondary 84 74 10 

Primary 20 15 05 

Total 122 104 18 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

Supply Chain 

Management – 

Singapore 

01 From 

13.07.2025 

to 

19.07.2025 

- USD 

-175

Foreign Enabling the 

formulation of future 

policy decisions by 

broadening the 

knowledge and insight 

of the Department's 

officers through the 

acquisition of cutting-

edge knowledge and 

practical experience in 

future Supply Chain 

Management. 

FINTECH 

Training  

programme  on 

Maret 

Development that 

hd been 

organized by 

South Asian 

Reginal Training 

Technical 

Assistant 

Centre(SARTTA

C) maintained by

International

Monetary Fund

(IMF)  - India

01 From 

13.07.2025 

to 

19.07.2025 

- USD 

175 

Foreign Broadening the 

knowledge and insight 

of officers regarding 

FINTECH market 

development and its 

associated policy 

implications. 

Training course 

organized by 

Indian Technical 

and Economic 

Corparation and 

Health and 

Sanitary and 

Phyto sanitory 

measures under 

world Tarde 

organization(WT

O) and Technical

barriers on Trade

- India

01 From 

15.07.2025 

to 

26.07.2025 

- USD 

300 

Foreign Broadening the 

understanding of 

officers regarding 

international trade and 

technological relations, 

as well as potential 

threats, that must be 

taken into consideration 

when formulating 

import and export 

control regulations and 

policies. 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

Public Finace 

Management 

- China

02 From 

03-11-2025

to

19-11-2025

- USD 750 

+ GBP

150

Foreign Broadening the 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

officers regarding Public 

Financial  

Mnagement. 

Training 

programme on 

the New National 

Procurement 

Guidelines 

01 06 Hrs RS. 

14,000.00 
- Local Enabling the efficient 

and effective execution 

of the Department's 

procurement operations 

by identifying the new 

government 

procurement procedure 

and utilizing the 

knowledge, 

methodologies, and 

practical insights 

acquired through the 

respective training 

programs. 

Advance Excel & 

Google Tools 

37 02 Hrs - Local Enhancing the computer 

literacy of officers and 

raising awareness on the 

benefits of integrating 

modern computer 

technology into daily 

official duties. 

Diploma in 

Diplomacy & 

World Affairs 

02 4 hours per 

week for 2 

years 

Rs. 

320,000.00 
- Local Developing 

competencies in 

international relations, 

policy analysis, 

negotiation, and 

communication, while 

elevating the knowledge 

and professionalism of 

officers to execute 

delegation tasks 

efficiently, practically, 

and effectively in their 

daily operations. 

Master OF 

Information 

Security Degree 

Program 

01 02 Years Rs 

615,000.00 
- Local Fulfilling the 

qualifications of the 

Service Minute and 

strengthening the 

Information Technology 

policy of the institution, 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

thereby enhancing the 

reliability and 

performance of digital 

services. 

Providing 

Practical Training 

on the Import 

Process. 

23 03 Hrs Rs. 

1,800.00 
- Local Updating knowledge on 

the Import and Export 

Control Act and the 

procedure for issuing 

Import and export 

Control Licenses. 

Training on 

Combating 

Bribery and 

Corruption - 

Batch I 

32 02 Hrs - - Local Imparting an 

understanding of anti-

bribery and corruption 

laws and 

responsibilities, 

deterring public officials 

from engaging in 

bribery and corruption, 

and taking measures to 

enhance the discipline 

and professionalism of 

the staff. 

Training on 

Public Asset 

Management. 

01 06 Hrs Rs. 

14,000.00 
- Local Imparting legal 

understanding and 

insights into new trends 

in public asset 

management, improving 

asset maintenance and 

security, preventing 

deficiencies, and 

developing reporting 

and analytical 

capabilities. 

Training on 

Combating 

Bribery and 

Corruption - 

Batch II 

27 02 Hrs - - Local Imparting an 

understanding of anti-

bribery and corruption 

laws and 

responsibilities, 

deterring public officials 

from engaging in 

bribery and corruption, 

and taking measures to 

enhance the discipline 

and professionalism of 

the staff. 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

Training on Bid 

Evaluation. 

3 02 Hrs 30 

Min 

- Local Developing an 

understanding of 

measurement methods, 

analytical skills, and 

practical processes 

within the correct legal 

framework, thereby 

ensuring awareness to 

execute the 

Department's 

procurement functions 

efficiently and 

effectively. 

Reviewing the 

Operations of the 

Stratlink 

Reviewing 

20 06 Hrs Rs. 

52,579.56 
- Local Identifying issues 

arising during the 

issuance of import and 

export licenses through 

the Stratlink system, and 

discussing solutions for 

them. 

National 

Medicines 

Regulatory 

Authority 

(NMRA) 

Procedures 

Programme. 

30 02 Hrs Rs. 

2,800.00 
- Local Creating awareness on 

the procedures of the 

National Medicines 

Regulatory Authority 

(NMRA) when issuing 

Import Control Licenses 

for pharmaceuticals. 

Creating 

awareness on the 

procedures of the 

Department of 

Animal 

Production and 

Health 

37 02 Hrs Rs. 

6,000.00 
- Local reating awareness on the 

procedures of the 

Department of Animal 

Production and Health 

when issuing import 

control licenses based 

on their 

recommendations. 

The procedural 

Framework 

Governing the 

introduction of 

Government 

Business to 

Parliament. 

10 02 Hrs 30 

Min 

- - Local Gaining an 

understanding of the 

procedure to be 

followed when 

presenting government 

business to Parliament. 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

Strategic Trade 

Management 

(STM) 

23 02 Hrs - - Local  Creating awareness on 

strategic trade 

management. 

Procedure 

relating to Re-

export 

27 02 Hrs Rs. 

3,600.00 
- Local Providing an 

understanding of the 

procedures involved in 

executing re-exports. 

Fire Safety 

Awareness and 

Training Session 

2 04 Hrs Rs. 

9,440.00 
- Local Gaining an 

understanding of how to 

prevent or mitigate the 

risks associated with a 

fire during an 

emergency situation. 

Program 

Sustanable 

Development 

Goals 

28 02 Hrs 30 

Min 

Rs. 

3,400.00 
- Local Providing a basic 

understanding of the 

Sustainable 

Development Goals 

(SDGs) and targets, 

along with their 

significance, and 

imparting an 

understanding of how to 

utilize these targets to 

enhance institutional 

performance. 

Role of the 

Department of 

Import and 

Export Control 

50 2 Hrs - - Local Providing an 

understanding of the 

publication of 

regulations under the 

Import and Export 

(Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969. 

Awareness 

Program on 

Office 

Management 

43 03 Hrs Rs. 

12,000.00 
- Local Providing an 

understanding of the 

importance of office 

procedures in executing 

daily office routines 

efficiently and 

effectively. 

Reviewing the 

operations of the 

Stratlink system 

12 03 Hrs - - Local Identifying issues 

arising when utilizing 

the Stratlink system, and 

discussing solutions for 

them 
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Program Numbe

r of 

trained 

persons 

Duration 

of the 

Program 

Overall Investment 

(Rs’000) 

Overall 

Investme

nt 

Output / Acquired 

Knowledge 

Local Local 

Awareness 

programme on 

the Montreal 

Protocol. 

100 05 Hrs - - Local Creating awareness on 

the Montreal Protocol 

and its governance 

mechanism. 

Training 

workshop 

conducted for 

recommending 

line agencies 

involved in the 

issuance of online 

import and export 

control licenses 

via the Stratlink 

system 

13 08 Hrs - - Local Identifying practical 

challenges faced by 

recommending 

authorities when issuing 

import and export 

control licenses through 

the Stratlink computer 

system, and providing 

solutions for them 

Chapter 7 - Compliance Report 

No. Relevant Requirement Compliance 

Status  

(Complied / non 

Complied) 

The short 

comment, if 

non Complied 

Precise 

decision-

making 

measures 

that are 

proposed to 

prevent 

noncomplian

ces in the 

future 

01 The following financial statements/accounts have been submitted on the due date. 

1.1 Annual Financial Statements Complied. 

1.2 Advance Account of Public Officers Complied. 

1.3 Business and Product Advance Account (Commercial 

Advance Account) 

Irrelevant. 

1.4 Store Advance Account Irrelevant. 

1.5 Special Advance Account Irrelevant. 

1.6 Other - 

02 Maintenance of books and documents (445 FR) 
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No. Relevant Requirement Compliance 

Status  

(Complied / non 

Complied) 

The short 

comment, if 

non Complied 

Precise 

decision-

making 

measures 

that are 

proposed to 

prevent 

noncomplian

ces in the 

future 

2.1 Updating and maintaining the Fixed Asset Register as 

per State Accounts Circular 267/2018 

Complied. 

2.2 Updating and maintaining personal payroll documents 

/ personal payroll cards 

Complied. 

2.3 Updating and maintaining the audit query list Complied. 

2.4 Updating and maintaining the internal audit record Complied. 

2.5 Prepare all monthly account summaries (CIGAS) and 

submit to the Treasury on the due date 

Complied. 

2.6 Update and maintain check and money order register Complied. 

2.7 Update and maintain inventory Complied. 

2.8 Update and maintain Bulk inventory Complied. 

2.9 Update and maintain the Damage Register Complied. 

2.10 Update and maintain the Liability List Complied. 

2.11 Updating and maintaining the Sub Leaflet Book 

Register (GA - N20) 

Complied. 

03 Representation of functions for financial control (FR. 135) 

3.1 Financial powers Delegated powers within the 

institution 

Complied. 

3.2 Make aware within the institute on the Delegation of 

financial powers 

Complied. 

3.3 Delegation of power to comply with each transaction 

is authorized to be approved by two or more officers 

Complied. 

3.4 Acting under the control of the Accountants in using 

the Government Payroll Software Package as per 

Government Accounts Circular No. 171/2004 dated 

11.05.2014. 

Complied. 

04 Preparation of Annual Plans 

4.1 Preparation of Annual Action Plan Complied. 
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Complied) 
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that are 
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ces in the 

future 

4.2 Preparation of Annual Procurement Plan Complied. 

4.3 Preparation of Annual Internal Audit Plan Complied. 

4.4 Preparation of the annual estimate and submit it to the 

National Budget Department (NBD) on the due date 

Complied. 

4.5 Should have submitted the Annual Cash Flow 

Statement to the Treasury Operations Department on 

the due date 

Complied. 

05 Audit Inquiry 

5.1 Should have answered all the audit queries by the date 

fixed by the Auditor General 

Not Complied. Delays occur 

in getting 

answers from 

different 

sectors 

Officials 

were briefed 

to answer the 

public 

without 

delays. 

06 Internal Audit 

6.1 Preparation of an Internal audit Plan in accordance 

with FR.134(2) DMA/ 1-2019, at the beginning of the 

year after the discussion with the Internal auditor. 

Complied. 

6.2 Have answered all the audit queries within a month Complied. 

6.3 Submitting copies of all internal audit reports to the 

Department of Management Audit in terms of sub-

section 40 (4) of the Audit Act No. 19 of 2018 

Complied. 

6.4 Submitting all the copies of the  reports of Audit 

Queries to the Auditor General in terms of FR 134(3) 

Complied. 

07 Audit and Management Committee 

7.1 Have maintained at least 04 Audit and Management 

Committees during the relevant year as per DMA 

Circular 1-2019 

Complied. 

08 Asset Management 

8.1 Submitted information on purchase and disposal of 

assets to the Comptroller General's Office as per 

Chapter 07 of Asset Management Circular No. 

01/2017 

Complied. 
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decision-
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that are 
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ces in the 

future 

8.2 Appointed a liaison officer to coordinate the execution 

of the provisions of that circular in terms of Chapter 

13 of the above Circular and reported the information 

about that officer to the Comptroller General's Office 

Complied. 

8.3 Have Conductd inventory surveys in accordance with 

Public Finance Circular No. 01/2020 and submitted 

the relevant reports to the Auditor General on the due 

date  

Complied. 

8.4 Have made excess, deficiencies and other 

recommendations revealed in the Annual Commodity 

Survey within the period mentioned in the Circular 

Complied. 

8.5 Disposed Condemn Items Performing in accordance 

with F.R. 772 

Complied. 

09 Vehicle management 

9.1 Preparation of daily driving records and monthly 

summary reports for pool vehicles and submission to 

the Auditor General on the due date. 

Complied. 

9.2 Disposal of vehicles less than 06 months after 

condemn 

Complied. There are no 

Disposal 

vehicles 

9.3 Maintaining and updating vehicle logbooks Complied. 

9.4 Acting in accordance with F.R.103,104,109 and 110 

in accordance with every car accident. 

Complied. 

9.5 Re-inspection of fuel combustion in vehicles in 

accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3.1 of 

Public Administration Circular No. 2016/30 dated 

29.12.2016 

Complied. 

9.6 Have acquired full ownership of the leased vehicle 

logbooks after the lease limit 

Complied. 

10 Management of Bank Accounts 

10.1 Have prepared and certified the bank reconciliation 

statements on the due date and submitted them for 

audit 

Complied. 
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10.2 Have settled inactive bank accounts brought forward 

during or before the year under review 

Complied. 

10.3 Have acted in accordance with the monetary 

regulations regarding the balances revealed and 

adjusted in the Bank reconciliation Statements and 

settled those balances within a period of one month. 

Complied. 

11 Utilization of provisions 

11.1 Expenditure of the provisions provided without 

exceeding their limits 

Complied. 

11.2 Receiving liabilities at the end of the year after 

utilization of the provision provided, not exceeding 

the provisioning limit, per F.R.94 (1) 

Complied. 

12 Advance Accounts of Public Officers 

12.1 Compliance with the limits Complied. 

12.2 Having done a time analysis of outstanding loan 

balances 

Complied. 

12.3 Have settled the outstanding loan balance for more 

than one year 

Not Complied. Loan Balances are 

prevailing of the 

officers, who have 

been suspended 

and in vacation of 

post 

Legal action 

has already 

commenced 

13 Public Deposit Account 

13.1 Have acted regarding overdue deposits  in accordance 

with F.R. 571 

Complied. 

13.2 Updated and maintaining the control account for 

public deposits 

Complied. 

14 Imprest account 

14.1 Have forwarded the balance of the cash book to the 

Treasury Operations Department at the end of the year 

under review 

Complied 

14.2 Immediate Interim Agreement issued under F.R. 371, 

having been settled within one month of the 

Complied. 
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completion of that work. 

14.3 Issuance of Active Interim Agreement not exceeding 

the approved limit as per F.R. 371 

Complied. 

14.4 Imprest  Account Balance have been Compared with 

Treasury Books monthly 

Complied. 

15 Income Imprest 

15.1 Have made repayments from the collected income in 

accordance with the relevant regulations 

Complied. 

15.2 Revenue collected has been credited directly to the 

income account without being credited to the deposit 

account  

Complied. 

15.3 Submission of arrears of revenue reports to the 

Auditor General in accordance with F.R.176  

Complied. 

16 Human Resource Management 

16.1 Maintaining the staff within the approved staff limit Complied. 

16.2 Should have provided duty lists in writing to all staff 

members 

Complied. 

16.3 Submitting all reports to the Department of 

Management Services in terms of MSD Circular No. 

04/2017 dated 20.09.2017 

Complied. 

17 Providing information to the public 

17.1 Appointing an Information Officer in accordance with 

the Freedom of Information Act and Regulations and 

updating and maintaining an information document 

Complied. 

17.2 Information about the organization is provided 

through its website and facilitates the public to post 

praises/allegations about the organization through the 

website or through alternative channels. 

Complied. 

17.3 Submission of reports twice or once a year as per 

Sections 08 and 10 of the Right to Information Act 

Complied. 
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18 Implementation of the Citizens' Charter 

18.1 Formulation and implementation of a Citizen / Client 

Charter as per the Ministry of Public Administration 

and Management Circulars No. 05/2008 and 05/2018 

(1) 

Complied. 

18.2 As per paragraph 2.3 of the said circular, the 

institutions have prepared a system to monitor and 

evaluate the activities of the Citizen / Client Charter 

and its implementation. 

Complied. 

19 Compilation of Human Resource Plan 

19.1 Preparation of a human resource plan based on the 

form of Annexure 02 of Public Administration 

Circular No. 02/2018 dated 24.01.2018 

Complied. 

19.2 A minimum of 12 hours of training per year for each 

member of the staff should be ensured in the above 

HR Plan. 

Complied. 

19.3 Have signed annual performance agreements for the 

entire staff based on the format given in Annexure 01 

of the above Circular 

Irrelevant, as per 

the Public 

Administration 

Circular (1) No. 

02/2018 dated 

30. 11. 2023.

19.4 Appointment of a Senior Officer with responsibilities 

for the preparation of Human Resource Development 

Plan, Development of Capacity Development 

Programs, Implementation of Skills Development 

Programs in accordance with paragraph 6.5 of the 

above Circular 

Complied. 

20 Respond to audit paragraphs 

20.1 Have corrected the deficiencies pointed out in the 

audit paragraphs issued by the Auditor General for the 

previous years 

Complied. 
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Conclusion 

With the gradual stabilization of the economic crisis faced in previous years, steps were taken in 

2025 to remove the majority of import restrictions, in line with the government's economic 

reforms and trade facilitation policies.Simultaneously, driving the vision and mission of the 

Department forward with the objective of promoting sustainable development and global 

cooperation, and in compliance with digitalization-based state policies, services such as license 

fee payments as well as the post-import debiting process were fully implemented through the 

STRATLINK computer software system in the year 2025. Consequently, it was possible to 

upgrade the system to allow clients to handle the entire process online, from submitting 

applications to the issuance of licenses. This can be considered a remarkable achievement by the 

Department's staff, which also provided a significant opportunity for clients to experience a 

highly efficient service. 

Guided by a clear vision and adhering to a proper mission, the staff of the Department worked 

with mutual cooperation to actively support the state machinery while promoting digital 

transformation and transparency, thereby providing an efficient, swift, and qualitative service to 

the public. 

Furthermore, training programs, workshops, and awareness sessions were organized in the year 

2025 to enhance the staff's knowledge and skills in digital technology utilization, data 

management, cyber security, and modern administrative methodologies. The Welfare 

Association provided direct contribution and leadership in executing these programs, which 

further strengthened the environment required for the staff to discharge their duties with 

enthusiasm and dedication. 
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