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Parliamentary Series No: 492
Name of the institution: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Department
of Sports Development
Submission of observations of Hon.Minister and steps taken with regard to the

reports tabled by the Committee on Public Accounts in terms of Standing Order

No.119(4)
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Parliamentary Series No
Name of the Institution

-492
- Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and the
Department of Sports Development

Shortcoming identified by
the Report

Action taken by the institution to rectify the
e Shortcoming/Current Status “u

Part One

0l.

Answers had not been sent
to all the audit queries of the
Auditor General within one
month.

All Heads of Departments have been informed to submit answers
to every audit query within one month, and the matter is discussed
and followed up at the quarterly Audit and Management
Committee meetings. Steps are being currently taken to provide

answers within a month.

There had been instances

reported where internal
audit queries had not been
answered within a period of

1 month.

All Heads of Departments have been informed to submit answers
to internal audit queries within one month and the matter is
discussed and followed up at the quarterly Audit and Management
Committee meetings. Steps are being currently taken to provide
answers within a month.

Documents to  confirm
ownership of all vehicles

were not in possession.

Currently, the Ministry does not possess the registration
certificates for 04 vehicles owned by the Ministry, and further
steps are being taken to take over those vehicles. [t is as follows.

[.  Documents related to the takeover of vehicles PB-9860
and PE-7746 have been handed over to the Department
of Motor Traffic.

[I. Relevant steps are being taken to take over vehicles JO-
9554 and PA-9349. ’

04.

Action had not been taken as
per F.R.571 in relation to
lapsed deposits of the

General Deposit Account.

Out of the value of 02-year lapsed deposits as at 31.12.2023,
amounting to Rs. 21,345,073.16, a sum of Rs. 21,295,073.16 had
been released as at 31.12.2024. The relevant officers have been
informed to take action in accordance with the Financial
Regulations regarding the remaining lapsed deposits amounting

to Rs. 50,000.00, and further action is being taken in this regard.

The staff had been recruited

exceeding the approved

limits.

The staff exceeded the approved cadre due to staff attachments
resulting from the merger of the State Ministry of Rural and
School Sports Infrastructure Improvement with the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs following the policy decision taken in
mid-2023 to abolish State Ministries. Subsequently, no excess
staff beyond the approved cadre currently exists due to transfers,
foreign leave. resignations, etc.
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Part Two

06. | Out  of the training | The number of training opportunities planned for the year 2023
opportunities planned, the | had to be limited due to Expenditure Management Circular No.
extent of training | 03/2022, and steps have been taken to provide more than 50% of
opportunities granted, was | the training opportunities as essential training opportunities.
less than 50%. Further, steps have been taken to provide training opportunities

. g for Ministry officials to the maximam extent possible. ~ *

07. | The audit opinion about the | The true and fair opinion on the accounts has been expressed in
accounts of the institution | the Auditor General’s reports for the years 2021, 2022, and 2023.
had been a qualified
opinion/disclaimed opinion/
an unfavorable opinion.

08. | All public officers had not | Declaration of Assets and Liabilities for the year 2023 were due

submitted their déclarations
of assets and liabilities.

from 23 Ministry officials. Out of them, 18 Ministry officials have
submitted their declarations of assets and liabilities for the year
2023. Five (05) officers have not submitted their declarations of
assets and liabilities, and these officers have been informed both
in writing and verbally to submit the said declarations.

Department of Sports Development
Ninth Report of the Committee on Public Accounts on the Evaluation of Public Institutions
through the Online Information Management System (Financial Year 2023)

Part One

09.

Register of Risk was not
maintained up to date basis.

The register of risk has been updated as at today.

Answers had not been sent
to all the audit queries of the
Auditor General within one
month.

Due to the long-standing staff vacancy in the Accounts Division,
one officer was assigned multiple duties, resulting in delays in
obtaining explanations from the Engineering, Procurement,
Establishment, and Sports divisions for audit queries and in
compiling them for the preparation of final reports. In order to
address these weaknesses, one officer has currently been
appointed to provide answers to audit queries and all divisions
have been informed to give priority to providing explanations and
answers to audit queries. Necessary steps have been taken to
provide answers to audit queries received within one month.

There were outstanding loan
balances that remained in
arrears for more than one
year.

The disaster loan obtained by the driver Mr. P.D. Adhikari, who
has vacated post after working in this Department, is being
recovered in instalments from his guarantor, Mr. G.C. Gamage,
and from Mr. Rohan Nilanga, guarantor of Mr. H.P.D.S.
Wijeweera, effective from February 2026 and necessary steps are
being taken to initiate legal action to recover the disaster loan
from Mr. M.Z.M. Rimzy and Mr. A.R.[. Hasan.
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Part Two

[2. | A website had not been

created or maintained to
provide information about

the institute to the public.

[n 2023, the website was inactive. and in 2025, a procurement
process was conducted and Sri Lanka Telecom (SLT) was
selected, following which the development of a new website was
initiated. Accordingly, the new website was launched and
maintained from January 2026.

[3.| The
maintained by

that s
¢ the
institution does not provide

website

an opportunity ftor the

public to lodge complaints
or to give commendations.

The new website remained inactive in 2023 and has now been
updated. The new website provides a facility for the public to
submit complaints and commendations.

[4. ] Out  of the
opportunities planned. the

training

extent of training
opportunities granted. was

less than 50%.

the number of training opportunities planned for the year 2023
had to be limited due to Expenditure Management Circular No.
03/2022 and a 100% progress was recorded in respect ol training
opportunities in the year 2025.

The audit opinion about the
accounts of the institution
had
opinion/disclaimed opinion/

been a qualified

an unfavorable opinion.

The Auditor General has issued a qualified opinion on the final
financial statements of the Department ol Sports Development
tor the year 2024. Steps are being taken to establish the
necessary internal controls to obtain a true and fair opinion on
the financial statements in the coming years.

16. | The institution had not
identified three
pertormance indicators
which can measure the

progress of pertorming the
functions of the institute so
functions

as to make its

clear, in line with para 2.1

of the Public Finance
Circular No. 02/2020. dated
28/08/2020.

Two performance indicators of the institution were identified in
Chapter 4 of the 2023 Annual Performance Report (Annexure
01) as follows.
I. Number of sports infrastructure facilities completed
during the year

2. Number of international medals

However. action is being taken during this year to identify three
or more performance indicators in accordance with the circular.
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