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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH

WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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STUDY ON THE LACK OF PREPAREDNESS TO FACE CYCLONE
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PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD:
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() the number of court complexes, the
construction of which has been commenced
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(if)  the locations where the said buildings have
been/will be constructed;
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complexes, the number of constructions
duly completed and the number of
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(iv) the measures that will be taken to expedite
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the number of government universities,
private universities and other higher
education institutions that offer the
Bachelor of Education Degree along with
their respective names, separately;

(i) the number of graduates who have
completed the Bachelor of Education
Degree from each of those universities/
higher education institutions and have been
recruited to the Sri Lanka Teachers' Service
since 01.01.2025;

(iii) whether she is aware of the public
discourse regarding the quality of the
Bachelor of Education Degree offered by
private universities; and

(iv) the measures taken to evaluate the quality
of the Bachelor of Education Degree and
other degree courses offered by the private
universities?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) whether specific reports have been received
regarding the impact of floods and
landslides on Telijjawila Central College
and Deniyaya Central College in Matara
District;

(i) the obstacles that have arisen in the
educational activities as a result of the said
floods and landslides;

(iii) whether special provisions have been
allocated to resolve such situations; and

(iv) if so, the provisions allocated for each
school, separately?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

(1) whether it has been identified that funds
have been allocated under this scheme to
projects for which funds had already been
allocated, but the work of which has not yet
been completed;

(ii)  if so, the institutions that are responsible for
implementing those projects, separately for
each project; and

(iii) whether a specific time frame has been set
for the prompt commencement and
completion of projects that have not yet
been completed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of fishery harbours operating
under the Ceylon Fishery Harbours
Corporation;

(i) whether the facilities required for the
fishing industry have been established in
the said fishery harbours;

(iii)  whether there is an arrangement in place for
the management of the waste that is
generated when boats are repaired in those
harbours;

(iv) if so, the said arrangement;

(v) the measures that are taken to remove the
sand that is accumulated around the
harbours;
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(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

whether the Ceylon Fishery Harbours
Corporation has been able to achieve its
aims and objectives during the previous
regime;

if not, the reasons for that;

whether there is a programme to develop
fishery harbours and to provide facilities to
the fishing community; and

if so, the details of that programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(@

(b)

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the date on which the integrated bus
timetable system was first proposed,

the number of routes on which the
integrated timetable system is currently in
operation, as a percentage;

whether he is aware that a disadvantageous
situation has arisen for the buses of the Sri
Lanka Transport Board on the routes where
the aforesaid integrated timetable system is
in operation; and

if so, the measures that will be taken to
review the aforesaid system to ensure
equitable opportunities for the Sri Lanka
Transport Board buses operating on those
routes?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of
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BT ®DOILNBHROB, YOI®), VIO ©Y O3
@080 2@ DNEDsT © O yEmwd B8Enc
8D ™* WS o.

* weneduas O» md» ¢ 8ERT:
* FLm 1S3l eneudsLi L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

(® (@

(i)

(iii)

o BAEDHO 008,

o 2005 gom 27 ¢O» & Comw 0OmN0Os OO
e85t 1991 @ 37 o Sbm 0@sp0d@x
e8uxsY wwo emen yEDD enidHw WS
#B ano, 9® weaddmed (1) () odcs gu®
eg BCHOVSY O aindacws’ § 08 occ®
0530080 wewn ydew Coss ewd ecwedwEm D
00w G OB 0E® BeHsT WO .

2@, 2005 D8swd eud ¢ “HBm OLZNOOD
om8us7 wwd 8853 grInd sgid ©bo BBuwm
0 e B8 LBODE IR DEwONsT
Bod©m 8 arm.

@0 @80 Ve DM O gInd g A e
7% e ¢ledd @ben e v O gtnd
sgrd @ 0D 100% (eme® - ¢8I wH eme®
- 2®RCsTeMR) SR CwOwsT wwme S B
¢ 8§ Co®D adus A8 6O e QO O® ©OBY D6
OB ©50d.) SPDFR WCEHOHsT GmD PSSO
WD @D.

g5¥m8 sgst ©EODE DB O § Comn ©RZNOR5)
HRCe? DECUDEO gDl evnn B DwWE =dvn
8 00@.

g¥nd v DECO eefdr wewr DI BEwONsT
wmeE BB 2009 DSved ams VECEe D&8sY
220n WS B HOedwE apY 8g WOT CEd. O
DOeDew 3D WCWOWsT e WOB) CAD DB
@b0ed ewd BBODE Yo eDoge etg Bedsy -
80 0O DoDEsY- 40% B30 § como
©OBNOOD DFVCHO an@Bw G & @, BOE, O
20 OWAE @ Bed oy WCHOWsT wmes
BBe® crvednn D v e 8w ¢ e
@m0 O® modwwesdudesd,

o MREIVE wwe WOE CID YLD O O
DB WD CBECEIBIOD WO G B Bus § Coo®
DESO wewo D gdeEG C 8O end veH®E
Bug 0Oc0ES 40% § o 0®s0e®n
OeFNCH 08T WOmw BB ¢ded 8© ewd

o DRBIVH /O @0d & ¢ VOIS YRoenw
goe @8oed odoge owmg ©@edst -§O
©OBIDCDESY- 40%mO D @D® POV ©wOB
58 40% 008 ¢FDr grnenedd ¢Bdn Beg
CCO ywmw § Comn IO OFDE®
©0n b s @r®.

&8 ©ONOOD) zSesy eI BB D S @@
88:3s ¢5y0@m@ MSBsT S WEwOVsT wmes
®OT CID gm0, asind vy @bndE Tl
DCewsY el BEe® § C0® yim mbuviced
e acg Dbned LSO Wdmw WOB CAIB BwE
Boeud BE0sT o evedoBm 6O BBwxy wdw®
e0mDs D6 BBww DD § Con® BEwBsT v
evedoBm Ec0 BBusl 88 9e8us oy A
aenes, ©wdesnm e SBm OOBNODLY emdes WD
B8xY 8g oy CAm 08 9Cc® 8Eae ¢ we¢m®
DO IALR ROV wmes mOy) CAB. &858



657 Eielelcloia1o)

[0St (eeden) yustm geners Owmo |

08 @3c® apP wmE Oy cID HcEE
MCEOVEE  GBes OOsID0 § coo® @
euedeBm PO wewr o0y BB ecebdded
Omeibewrsy 8¢ mor 8.

2014 28wl wy 2023 D8ved® cab 8 @B a@umns
LeFAC an@Bs D, aRedB DWHDE OB@ OB
g8 s DECO @eddh wewr TDTR EBOVST
wmed BBeO § Como 0PN BHWREH 0dn G
®OD0DES  Bwwd o -50%:- oum
gamsessi® Bue bddwxied Omwnde apd
©05Y mOE) CAB.

(iv) ov» wcuwsl me BOeDW &P ICWOWVsY wmes
DO @dded § Comn 0Pmedn Oatced
EBCODE OOBIDC Bwwd wn€vm -40%- 0®
o0 OB @be gBm®, Y8 @dude ©8
w@Fvmen w0 08 eFc® @ B @B D »WHS
Or3esy 2O 5 § 0D OO GBS wewo VPSS
©w6ed00 i 5@ dodd OB gEE & 8O B D&
02 ®OBIDS § Eomn ©OBNOOD OHRE® 6O 5T
BBO -Bwwd voEw B it 8 me wid.

(a9) @cE 0.

ROE BB OaBwed o 53 ONSed 9l:
Sedmo
wamrsHwailsy LDeneaUssT LLBIST &(HdHDIL L dgidkaE,
eulpmiG LIl Rsitar sresfl: efluirid
LAND IN MAHARAGAMA GRANTED TO ESTABLISH BIRD
SANCTUARY: DETAILS

843/2025

3. o6 et WSEBEHD Pwmn (06 878 Sy®isy
®®vm @05DD)
(oreryll® swhs SmevTTHess - wreawyllE Wy
TODELOTEST FTTLITS)
(The Hon.Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Mujibur Rahuman)
3D, ©I@8® 6w BNHOB®W wDENL LIV HDIe®nsT
ey y@me - (1):
(2) (i) ©@»oe® »HS wwr VCYETRVO gwry QRO
sBe  woced @O coow 92R8e®
D10528wmO ER9 ¢B3 DO ¢rIesie;

(i) ©® eRe® BanEHOws emBOEHE;

(i) ©® PO EAIVS ©BOIVe® BLIWODE O/
2® »Debc;

(iv) ©® o 80 gum DxwaBe »HHED #B D
¢slene;

V) ©® ouinedst 8¢ O Bre 88ed HiBiw wy
PO EeRNAZL OB godwd  WOYD
BB 0y B Bwo@rbe mDeds;

@535 O @OV 510D ¢IDTesIE?
(#0) ovnded5®, s @sie?

Gurd@Geaurdgl, OB EHFTMVSST LHMID BoT JLiallhshs)

eowiFemTd CHL L aflewrm:

(o) () wvaprsw paEr Fmu YEHOSL LITCHFSEISEGF
Qerhgorer STeawllQWrsim  SLbs STVl
L@GSluilsd LIMEm6Us6iT L BISTOleUTeTemn D

(i)

(i)

(iv)

™)

658

O|HLOG GLD HBSBIL_L_55153 QuLPBISL
LIL_(DsiTemem Losm Wl Wleu T T 6T63T LIS SULD;
GuopLig & mewstlullest urLiLerey wrg|
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

GuprLig STewstlenwis CumHMI&C)E TevvTL
sibLievluflsst/sibLissTlg el QUG LW g6
WITEM6) 6TEITLISNSU|LD;

@erperailey  Gmulg  HHSSIL LD BlsHL
Ul (heiTemreng Mleum T 6T6OTLIENSWLD;

@By eTHUBESleTn LTl @ed UTHy
wHmib srewtl 1L 0 Gumsirm FiL alGrrg
BL_6UI SHENFHBEM TS SOUUSHS Guwm
Q& msirertiLI(hLD BL_6ULG &6W FH 6T wreney
6TGITLIEN S IL|LD;

YU @)dFFemLid@ Mlalliiuimyr?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a land belonging to
the Maharagama Urban Council was
recently granted for a bird sanctuary
project;

(if)  the extent of the said land;

(iii)  the name/s of the company/companies that
obtained that land;

(iv)  whether he is aware that the said project has
currently being paused; and

(v) the measures being taken to prevent the
massive  environmental  damage and
unauthorized activities such as land reclamation
resulting from this situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(=) BHTCed, srsir?

asked the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he state -
(1) the breakdown of cybercrime complaints

(ii)

(iif)

relating to women classified under specific
categories such as cyberstalking, online
harassment, cyber blackmailing, identity
theft, non-consensual intimate content and
the misuse of deepfake technologies;

whether there has been an increase in any
specific category of such offences during
the past three years;

if so, the emerging trends that have been
identified; and

662
(iv) whether a dedicated data collection and
monitoring mechanism is in place to
classify and track such offences by
category and region?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the foundation stone was
laid for the construction of the Laggala
Depot of the Sri Lanka Transport Board;

(if)  the amount that has been spent so far on the
construction of the said depot;

(iii)  the number of buses that are owned by the
said depot at present;

(iv) whether he is aware that the land of the said
depot is currently becoming overgrown
with wild vegetation; and

(v) the measures that will be taken to restore the
said depot?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, on the 27" of May, 2026, the High
Court Judge of Jaffna, the Hon. G. Alexraja was
transferred to the Civil Appellate High Court of Badulla,
despite having been posted to Jaffna only a month prior
to that. The untimely transfer itself is suggestive of
extraneous considerations informing the decision to
transfer.

The Bar Association of Jaffna, by letter dated
30.05.2026 and which I would like to table*, wrote to the
Hon. President alleging interference and undue pressure
from the Hon. Governor of the Northern Province and a
senior Minister in the Government in the process leading
to the transfer of the said Judge.

The said Judge had delivered interim orders in two
writ cases, staying the inquiry initiated against the Point
Pedro Urban Council. He had also stayed a transfer of a
teacher while he was serving as the High Court Judge of
Kilinochchi. All these orders were inter alia adverse to
the Governor, who was named as a respondent. There is
credible information that indicates that copies of the case
records of those three cases were informally sought by
His Lordship the Chief Justice the day before the transfer
was ordered by him.

The Point Pedro Urban Council and the
Chavakachcheri Urban Council, whose Chairpersons
belong to the All Ceylon Tamil Congress - ACTC - led
by the Tamil National Council alliance have been
subjected to inquiries by the Governor in the past few
months to satisfy the whims and fancy of the ruling party
in the Centre. The power of inquiry over local
government bodies lies on the Provincial Minister of
Local Government as per Section 184 of the Urban
Councils Ordinance. While this Government refuses to
hold elections to the Provincial Councils, it has been
using the office of the Governor in the Northern Province
to stifle the work of the elected local government bodies
which, in the case of Jaffna, is controlled by opposition
parties.

So, Sir, my Question to the Hon. Minister is as
follows:

* getpaoged mdr g.
* preflewsisslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerengy.
* Placed in the Library.
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(1) Will the Minister of Justice and National
Integration agree with me that the communication
of the Hon. Governor of the Northern Province to
the Judicial Service Commission in relation to
certain orders made by the Hon. High Court Judge
of Jaffna in case numbers Writ/006/2026 and
Writ/008/2026 amounts to undue interference in
the administration of justice?

(i) If yes, would the Hon. Minister inform the House
of the steps that he intends to take to remedy the
situation, including actions that the Government
will take against the Governor for his undue
interference in the administration of justice?

@G BB w8 en NG S O

(oreTll@ FLLSSTemi] aDiages BHresITiLdhesry)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, the Question raised by the Hon. G.G.
Ponnambalam is within the purview of the Judicial
Service Commission according to the Constitution,
which, I am sure, my learned Friend is also aware of. So,
disciplinary action, transfer or any other issue is handled
by the Judicial Service Commission. Therefore, 1 will
request for time to forward this to the Judicial Service
Commission to get a response. And their response, 1 will
communicate to you because the Government was not
involved in this situation, but the JSC was. Let me
communicate their response on another date. So, Sir, |
request for time.

OO DANBNGEDS)

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon. You have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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B0 DRNBNBDR®

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe. You have
18 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

eNPHEO @ WOrNGDY®1 Gownewsy O fews,
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YSBTFTG B 0Ty YHVGey,  LITFF  FLTBIUWISET YT BT
[wressryfle (swaudgluir) Mevai Frad)] sewsvswi suslss5miser.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, you may commence your
speech.

[.000. 11.16]
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is an honour to speak when
you are in the Chair.
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How many minutes do I have left, Sir?

®0 Bewdss NEDR
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have one more minute.
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(omevsrLll@ FL_L sgremtl ojreguer sefou CaFerdlhian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Could you give me two more minutes, Sir?

®0 Bewdss B

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have to ask that from the Chief Opposition Whip.
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(oreryllg FLssrent ojrever &efou Crardlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, could you give me one
more minute, please?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
Okay.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

Ministry ®ez$ US Dollars 2.5 million.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
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companies have not been paid Rs. 18 billion. I have been
asking this question for a long time. I am not trying to put
you into difficulty. I am only saying that if you do not
pay them, they will go bankrupt. You are talking about
renewable energy. For six months they have not been
paid. And, for six months, can somebody live without a
salary? How are they going to pay their employees'
salaries? You have not paid the 390 companies for 400
megawatts of power for six months. Earlier, the Hon.
Prime Minister was talking about how important
renewable energy is to the country. It is important. So,
please, you answer. Give a remedy, not an answer. At
least, make sure that you pay them tomorrow or next
month. I am speaking for the country, not for myself.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have exhausted your extra minutes
also.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna, you have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, the Floor is yours now. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Riyas Farook. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, please.
The Floor is yours.
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Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, please give me one more
minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika. You have five
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Chairperson of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Gazette
we are discussing today deals with the Central Banks'
Rules on the Collection of Statistics and Information. The
Gazette states that the Central Bank, acting in terms of
the provisions of Section 78(b), issues Rules in respect
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of the statistics and information required by the Central
Bank. I am happy that the Minister of Labour and Deputy
Minister of Finance and Planning is here, and I am sure
that he has a very bad brief to carry on somebody else’s
behalf.

On the basis that the Central Bank wants this
information, under Rule 5, it states, I quote:

“ Any person who-

i) refuses to provide information or fails to take reasonable
steps to secure compliance with the Notice issued under
Rule 3;

il)  fails to take all reasonable steps to secure the accuracy of
any information submitted;

iii)  Willfully makes a false entry into information or causes
any such entry into statistics and information...;

iv)  Resist or obstruct the authorized officer of the Central
Bank to collect information...”

Madam, under Rule 6, it states, “Where any person
has committed an offence under Rule 5(iii) or (iv) or both
such Rules,...” and he shall be noticed with action.

Then, in Rule 8 under purposes of the Rules, the
Gazette states that the Central Bank is the institution that
collects the information and the person who instructs is
the Governor of the Central Bank.

Madam, the reason why I mentioned this is - the
Deputy Minister has got to answer the Questions raised
by me on the Central Bank - when the Central Bank does
not answer those, they think that is okay, but they insist
the general people to ensure that they comply with all the
Rules the Central Bank imposes. So, that is a typical case
of "do what I say, but not what [ do". e®si» ¢® Died
@G0 By WO OB qud Bedwier’. YT
eCI®mBO Bumrdr, wOsFE 0@m BwEr. gomyd ¢nd, o®
208E00ned OB y@» #HD® WO IS eI
B ©y WO OB Bedsier). ¢rd v VOO
NBITHO Beds) eDED. a8 53 ©® 0dd WO® O @6
90000 D0 83w DIROTED OB »® &
ewed 00 @levm Y ¢@wvaed Bedm
y@HOCO ¢FBC eeIm, yam W oy YD, ¢8 - wduD
OBIBOC 22506590 - 0@ Bwsiery e@m&8. mC€wmd,
@® 880 gf. 80 evs 0® ¥y FrWEd HwD Bewo -
BB OD EDOBTD) §edeadeDEr - GO Do@MEEID DED.
O® BAOBID), 0® HEECOTHED @dwd »BD e® 5O
Do0mEENS WOY OO gDEND »OB 2022 el we.
2088e0@ned cI¥Bden ¢BIesy W 00 Doy
Yemac, onde Bws om0, about the debt standstill. & Beso
00 9m® VoWBsY 0@m Bwsiesy. Now, Madam, the
Central Bank has become the IMF branch in Sri Lanka
and the officers concerned happen to be the officers who
are working there. So, this is only a branch office of the
IMF. Therefore, I think you had better wake up to that
reality, that that is the situation going on.

§eC 2@msrened 8BLR § 0tocd 8Bum 2.5 D000
0@ 0090 3B Beadmdr. @ud ewEedd WOT®
godsy WOy ONm wmdd HBO DB O
20ed0ede morTer’. 88 wewsl »C Bednm 83w, §id
2@menw OB Bedm yEme. ROTE WO

Bodsiery el BuEr ¢slery mwr. 0¥ ded an
ewlens Bedmdh. mHEe, Bonmncd ed §ed @B
(SO Ced ¥rnduB, Oy Fw smen’ Section 132 gnd
O30 WEO 8ed »OB v Aemedst PDMO - Public Debt
Management Office - &m0 906 e¢siory, ¢f RO
BDBD oG WO BeEr. & o@wd Om OvEo
Bedstesy 2026 &8 Swsed 2208 ¢. dovw® oxve? & Bewo
don DOBO noOsTH Vo Bwm O ¢8 O »osIm
&B8, 0® 0thEd 8Bwm 2.5% D-00E @ BeDE Beadm
Ben. @®m hacking Bwsisy yodsy; & dferm® Bwsis
300y, & BEAe 0500 e ey 9oy Bwsin Swedd
Boewlds 1989 ¢¥mHd ¢B. @®=m hacking ezxnedd.
e®m @m® HWed, gvy efOEOEO EIHC eWIBsIesy
B0 o Beadnm dont yBdwmend. &n 08 Hedsies.
a53m), & Bwld e0®@m @Bed Bedstesy. a¢ J.P. Morgan
e Federal Reserve @10 & ewsed central bank &z om,
banker to the government &2 »Ogn ®»osiesy sywi. dedd
»OGR WOBesy B0 ¢ BuE ®Ogn womsesy Deutsche
Bank o= ne. od Basin Sedc Boewdss ¢@Bn8
©%0ed B35, Im enELoD WEr O gy @DEedE, "RY,
yEmes Bedsmy Bw & Ded »OB m»Ogn dxieny"
BeEo. 53 0@ 80ITVewsy O® gvmr 9m® VST,
208Be®sIned ww» Public Finance Committee de=te a8
@@ y&d® WEI®, O VWed s BuE Bedmd, "e®
3 e®8m5) ethel BEwm 2.5 wdadrtdews’ Anti-Money
Laundering Act &z w@doen gud Do Bwsizy dvy oo
Bwo. In short, what they are basically saying is that the
Financial Transactions Reporting Act of 2026 does not apply
to the Central Bank. Further, Madam, the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act of 2026 provides for the FIU - the
Financial Intelligence Unit. One of the pivotal roles the
Financial Intelligence Unit has is the implementation of the
Anti-Money Laundering Act. Anti-money laundering
provisions built into the FIU under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act require the Central Bank, as the Governor to
banks and when they had been instituted as a financial
institution, to report anything that is looked at as anti-money
laundering. So, imagine the audacity of the Central Bank to
say to the Committee on Public Finance that it does not
basically need to comply with that! That is what the
Governor writes and says.

What is the purpose of giving independence to the
Central Bank? Is it that they want the Act only to buy
their cars? Is it that they want the Act only to increase
their salaries? They tell the world not to increase salaries,
but for those in the Central Bank, they can increase
salaries. I am saying this with a lot of heartburn. This
country is not only for the 2,000 people in the Central
Bank, but for all the 22 million who look for
professionalism in them. They look at governments
which keep coming and going, but the Central Bank has a
cause. There are no practical, professional bankers
running that institution. You would realize that when I
move onto the NDB matter; you will see what it is like.

Madam, I will quote from Section 7(1)(b)(ii) of the
Financial Transactions Reporting Act of 2026.

"(ii) to an investigation or prosecution of a person or persons for
an act constituting an unlawful activity, or may otherwise be of
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assistance in the enforcement of the Money Laundering Act, No. 5
of 2006 and the Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist
Financing Act, No. 25 of 2005, the Institution shall, as soon as
practicable, after forming that suspicion or receiving the
information, but no later than two working days therefrom report the
transaction or attempted transaction or the information to the
Financial Intelligence Unit."

Hon. Minister, once it was known as an AML - Anti-
Money Laundering - act, one of the Central Bank officers
had quite rightly said, "Look, there is a problem. Please
ensure that this falls under the Anti-Money Laundering
Act". So, they being the banker to the Government, it is
their responsibility to ensure that that particular matter is
immediately reported to the FIU. But, they had not done
so. Then, as to what reason they had not done so is the
question. They were questioned whether they are a
financial institution. Obviously, they are the banker to the
Government.
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with your experience in educating others, you must be
able to see the real situation when it comes to exchange
rate management and by now, you must call their bluff.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 23rd
June, 2026.
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