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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it has been pledged through the
manifesto titled "A Thriving Nation - A
Beautiful Life" that provincial offices of the
Attorney-General's Department will be
established under a Senior Additional
Solicitor General;

(it)  if so, the number of employees who have
been attached to each provincial office of
the Attorney-General's Department at
present; and

(iii)  the amount of money that has been invested
so far in establishing provincial offices of
the Attorney-General's Department?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the names of the depots which belong to the
Sri Lanka Transport Board;

(it) whether he is aware that there is a shortage
of human resources in those depots at
present;

(iii) if so, the number of vacancies in those
depots; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to fill those
vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether she is aware that an inquiry was
conducted against the Principal of St.
John’s College, Nugegoda from 04.06.2025
to 04.07.2025 pursuant to a complaint
received by the Governor of the Western
Province;

(i) whether the committee that conducted the
inquiry has carried out the said inquiry
impartially and properly;

(iii)  if' so, the recommendations that were made
by the said committee of inquiry regarding
the Principal concerned; and

(iv) whether the said recommendations have
been implemented by now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

Will she inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

@)
(ii)
(iif)

the official Privileges that the Members of
Parliament have been entitled to so far;

whether the said Privileges are expected to
be curtailed or completely abolished; and

if so, the Privileges that are expected to be
curtailed or abolished?

Will she also inform this House -

)

(i)
(iif)

the recommendations of the Committee
appointed to review and report on the
Privileges granted to Members of
Parliament;

whether the relevant reports will be tabled;
and

the Government policy regarding the
provision of an official vehicle to Members
of Parliament and providing them with
meals from the Members’ Dining Room at
the Parliamentary complex?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the five-year project to
breed 250 Boer goats and distribute them in
the field was initiated at the Imbuldanda
Goat Breeding Centre in Matale;

(if) the amount of money that has been spent so
far on the said project;

(iii) the number of goats that were expected to
be bred annually under the said project and
the number of goats that have actually been
bred in each year, separately;

(iv) the amount spent per goat in terms of the
income and the expenditure of the said
project; and

(v) the future action that will be taken
regarding the project concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Livestock)
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(if)

Doz e O »E Yo (2019-2025)
Dsw Bwe® (St.)
2019 48,453,413.90
2020 3,718,697.75
2021 9,982,712.20
2022 4,924,090.01
2023 4,636,533.65
2024 2,838,926.52
2025 1,669,299.47
Omnd 76,223,673.50
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney at Law)
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(iii)  the date on which the repayment of the loan
instalments will be commenced and the
scheduled date for the completion of the
loan repayment?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera)

B0 DOIBNEDROB, GeE, BV ©ww @88
©:08R® ¢PILR® EOMEDST @ OO ydm»wd 8EnC
OB * IO,

* eedus On »d» ¢ 8E0:
* FLITSL_ G0 sweudsasLii L aflswr_ !
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) 2024 gxneBocemed 80 2026.05.05 ¢ mocw
nE SousInd §En @o8c @85 v e BT
Ceom & wdysen we i 2e@8myr) ety
8Bum 185477 0. o© e nme andond
et 2024 Oved Hrn@eBOcennsd ewd
80®on g Owmewed 180  aped 2024
“50BeBOcmens’ vy yBEAB § s G D gno
&8 deobddm ee e®dmmy et SBsm
1,752.4628 e 808dddm enw go@8mz @8
B8Bum 102314 ames .

(i)

. . . 00O E® BDE
@) Qe1Cw6v, ereir? Chos @ow
B @B GPBBHBB/GO 8¢ (¥BeAR)
(g10®Bmoz)
asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic othcs 8Gen)
Development: &80 102.31
(a)  Will he inform this House - Sz (Government of Japan) 46.37
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asked the Minister of Trade,
Security and Co-operative Development:

470

Commerce, Food

(a)  Will he inform this House -

Q)
(i)
(iif)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)

the number of warehouses owned by the
Department of Food Commissioner;

the places in which they are located;
the capacity of each warehouse, separately;

the number of warchouses modernized
after the year 2020, out of the above
warehouses and their names;

the amount of money spent on the said
modernization;

the objectives of modernization of those
warehouses; and

the actions taken regarding the matters
mentioned in the audit report regarding the
said modernization?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana - Deputy Minister of Trade,

Commerce and Food Security)
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Oty Do o emP®un »O8, the Mediation (Civil
and Commercial Disputes) Bill &z.

All conflicts have a cost from direct and indirect
consequences. From the perspective of Government, the
cost of providing for conflict resolution must be mitigated
without compromising the quality of relief. From the
perspective of business, conflicts detract from achieving
corporate objectives, resulting in economic stress and
developmental setbacks. From a personal perspective,
fractured relationships, whether within the workplace,
between trading partners or within the family, are
extremely harmful. The need for more meaningful
options than currently available to resolve conflict is,
therefore, urgent, and that is the lacuna this Bill is trying
to fulfill.

Many countries tackling the issue of laws' delays have
resorted to alternatives to avoid protracted and costly
litigation. The search for alternatives began many years
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ago primarily due to dissatisfaction with delays and
expense and also because academics and policymakers
debated on whether the adversarial process was the best to
resolve every type of conflict. Globally, some
interventions have been successfully implemented. The
use of mediation for dispute resolution is one that has
seen a phenomenal growth globally because of its proven
benefits.

We already have two statutes which provide for
community level dispute resolution using mediation.
Those are, the Mediation Boards Act, No. 72 of 1988, as
amended, which provides for community level minor
dispute resolution and the Mediation (Special Categories
of Disputes) Act, No. 21 of 2003, which provides for the
establishment of panels for the settlement of identified
categories of disputes in identified areas of the country.
Those statutes are implemented by the State. There is,
however, no subject-specific statute to govern the use of
mediation for higher value civil and commercial dispute
resolution. Therefore, it is that lacuna that this Bill is
trying to fill.

This Bill incorporates globally accepted features that
are intrinsic to the practice of facilitative mediation. The
use of mediation guided by standards set out in this Bill
will have a positive impact on the dispute resolution
ecosystem in this country and will also help ease the case
overload in courts. To understand the provisions in the
Bill, Sir, it is important to first understand the key
features of mediation.

Sir, mediation is a dispute resolution or an alternative
dispute resolution mechanism, which is an alternative to
litigation. It provides for a process that is carried out
outside the courts, which is non-adversarial, informal, but
disciplined, confidential and party-centric. It is very
different to litigation, where a judge adjudicates on the
opposing positions and hands down a decision that binds
parties. That decision is based on the law alone. In
mediation, an independent third party, the mediator,
manages the process and supports and empowers the
disputants to identify their own core issues and concerns
and to focus on finding solutions to satisfy their interests
and needs.

The mediator is independent and neutral and plays an
important role during the mediation process as a
communicator, a manager and a facilitator. The mediator,
who is trained in the techniques and skills of mediation
and who could be from any profession, plays a non-
coercive role and has no authority to impose a decision on
the disputants.

The focus is not on the right and wrong, like in
litigation. There are no legal arguments to be submitted
by lawyers, but disputants have the freedom to discuss all
of their issues and concerns and to have them addressed.
So, it is a totally non-adversarial process which provides
the space to disputants to find creative solutions that are
not confined to what is possible under applicable laws.
Lawyers and other professionals can be present to assist
the parties reach a settlement. The role of the lawyer is

different to their role in a court of law, where everything
is decided according to law. A settlement is possible only
if the disputants agree to terms that are acceptable to
them. Parties have complete control over the outcome.

Arbitration is also an Alternative Dispute Resolution -
ADR - mechanism. In Sri Lanka, the Arbitration Act of
1995 governs arbitrations.

Sir, mediation has proved to have many benefits: it is
cost effective and time efficient; it is confidential; it helps
improve strained relationships and affords space for
creative solutions that are not confined by law.

This Bill seeks to provide for a governance regime for
the practice of mediation in compliance with principles
and standards that are accepted the world over, which
must be observed to ensure the integrity of the process. In
enacting this legislation, we are providing for a legal
regime that ensures the responsible use of mediation for
civil and commercial dispute resolution. The Bill does not
provide for mandatory reference to mediation outside the
will of the parties or to establish panels, boards or any
such entity.

Sir, if we take why mediation is important for Sri
Lanka, there are several benefits of mediation. The option
of resolving disputes through mediation serves to divert
cases from courts and assists in reducing the case
overload. Sri Lanka, like many countries across the globe,
has a serious problem of laws' delays. As at end of June,
2025, there were over 1.13 million cases pending in
courts. So, there is a serious need to divert disputes away
from courts and to leave the courts to handle disputes that
must necessarily be adjudicated within the adversarial
process, based on the principles of law. Then, the use of
mediation can result in savings for the State in the
administration of justice. That is a benefit referred to in
the Preamble to the UN Mediation Convention of 2018.

Sir, efficient dispute resolution also has a positive
impact on the economy. Litigation delays have an adverse
impact on trade, business and commerce, which, in turn,
impacts on economic progress. That is a negative feature
which is often not acknowledged. The need for smarter
dispute resolution for the business sector devoid of
expense, delay and unpredictability is important for
economic development and to attract investors. The
business and commercial community must have access to
smart conflict resolution options that are time-efficient
and cost-effective. Productivity is obviously enhanced
due to these benefits with a significant impact on the
economy. Businesses, whether large corporates or small
enterprises, should be able to focus on their core
objectives without being detracted by long-drawn legal
battles.

Also, Sri Lanka’s Ease of Doing Business
performance is significantly hampered due to weak
contract enforcement. The 2020 World Bank rankings
showed Sri Lanka performing below the South Asian
average in the contract enforcement indicator and the
situation needs to be improved. Therefore, for Sri Lanka
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to be accepted as an investor-friendly destination, the
options for dispute resolution must be diverse and must
offer internationally accepted methods that are not bogged
down by the notorious evils of delay and expense as
meaningful dispute resolution offers significant economic
advantages.

Sir, mediation is a more meaningful process for
certain categories of disputes with better prospects for
sustainable settlement. It is accepted that certain
categories of disputes are more meaningfully resolved
using a process that is non-adversarial and which accords
primacy to address the needs and interests of disputants in
a creative way. Mediation is known to provide prospects
to reduce instances where a dispute leads to the
termination of a commercial relationship. This benefit is
also articulated in the Preamble to the 2018 UN
Mediation Convention. Settlements that are based on
terms agreed to by disputants assure the sustainability of
the outcome, as opposed to an outcome handed down by a
third party such as through the adjudicatory process.

Now, Sir, I will explain the main features of the Bill.
This Bill provides for a governance regime to ensure that
the key features of mediation that are accepted
internationally and the best practices adopted worldwide
are complied with in providing mediation services in Sri
Lanka. The Bill provides for the categories of disputes
that can and cannot be mediated, as set out. Any civil or
commercial dispute other than disputes that can be
brought to closure only with a court decree, for example
divorce, nullity of marriage, adoption et cetera, can be
referred by disputants to mediation.

The role and the duties of mediators, disputants and
service providers are set out in the Bill, Sir. The details of
the mediation process are also set out. That is, the steps to
be taken to initiate a mediation and to bring the sessions
to a closure, the salient features that are intrinsic to the
conduct of mediation sessions and the observance of
confidentiality with regard to matters discussed in a
mediation. The without prejudice rule is also recognized.

Sir, reference of disputes to mediation by courts is
provided for in the Bill and it is a very common feature in
many jurisdictions around the world. The concept of a
mediation clause including the pre-dispute mediation
clause is recognized by it. That is the same as the
arbitration clause in arbitrations. Disputants can
voluntarily agree to mediate even without a pre-dispute
mediation clause. Where there is a mediation clause or
where a mediation has commenced voluntarily, no action
can be filed in court unless mediation has failed.
Prescription ceases to run when mediation is resorted to
until closure.

Disputants are required to attend mediation sessions
personally and cannot be represented by any other person
but can however be accompanied by any other person
including a lawyer who can assist the disputant to reach a
solution.

The mediation is brought to a close either by
settlement agreed to by the disputants or when no
settlement is possible. Where a settlement is reached, a
Mediated Settlement Agreement is entered into and
signed by the disputants. Such an Agreement is valid and
binding as between the parties and is enforceable.
Although valid and legally binding, a party can also apply
to court to obtain a decree based on the settlement
agreement, using the petition and an affidavit procedure.
The grant of a decree can be objected to, only on specific
grounds set out in the Act. Where a settlement is not
reached, a certificate of non-settlement is issued.
Importantly, as mentioned previously, unlike in the two
community mediation statutes, this Bill does not establish
any new entities or panels or boards and does not provide
for mandatory reference to mediation.

Now, Sir, let us look at what the situation is globally.
There have been some global developments. Globally,
mediation is increasingly used for the resolution of many
categories of disputes including commercial disputes,
intellectual property disputes, family disputes and
investor-State disputes, and many countries have enacted
mediation legislation because of the benefits it offers.

If we take examples of mediation initiatives in other
countries, India passed a new Mediation Act in 2023.
Singapore is a thriving mediation service provider with
inspiring success stories and a sound legal framework.
The other countries in our region which have
institutionalized mediation are, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Maldive Islands.
The UK Government has made an ADR - Alternative
Dispute Resolution - pledge and has included provision in
their Civil Procedure Rules for a pro-ADR imperative
prior to litigation. Many other countries also have
institutionalized this principle. The European Union
adopted the Directive on Mediation in 2008. The USA
has a long history of using mediation, which is
extensively used in a wide range of disputes with the
Federal as well as State courts requiring reference to
mediation prior to a trial. Then, China provided
leadership to launch, in 2025, the International
Organization for Mediation - IOMed - intended to serve
as a permanent intergovernmental organization dedicated
to mediating international disputes, and to adopt the
Regulations on Commercial Mediation, which provide
for a dedicated administrative framework for commercial
mediation. Because of the increasing popularity of
mediation, international organizations such as the WIPO,
the ICC, and the IBA have introduced their own Rules
and offer dispute resolution services using mediation.
Those organizations previously offered only arbitration
services.

If we take the UN Mediation Convention, because
mediation has been extensively used to settle trade and
business disputes across the borders, the United Nations
adopted the Convention on International Settlement
Agreements Resulting from Mediation in 2018 to provide
a uniform framework for the enforcement for
international mediated settlement agreements. The UN
Mediation Convention is on mediation and the UN New
York Arbitration Convention is on arbitration. Sri Lanka
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signed that Convention in 2019 and enacted the
Recognition and Enforcement of International Settlement
Agreements Resulting from Mediation Act, No. 5 of 2024
in January, 2024, ratifying it. Sri Lanka was the 14®
country to ratify the Convention and as at now, the
number of ratifications has increased to 22.

UNCITRAL, which is the dedicated body established
by the United Nations to work on harmonizing trade laws
across the globe and which drafted the text for the UN
Convention, has also formulated a model law to govern
international mediations and their enforcement and also
has its own Mediation Rules as well as Guidelines for the
conduct of mediations.

The International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes - ICSID - of the World Bank Group, too,
established its Mediation Rules in 2022, specially
designed for the resolution of investment-related disputes.

So, all those show the global advancements in
mediation and that the Sri Lankan system is lagging
behind. It is to address that lacuna that this Bill has been
brought before Parliament today. If one is to ask the
question whether Sri Lanka is ready to provide mediation
services, the answer is, yes, Sri Lanka is ready.

Finally, I ask all of you, even the Members of the
Opposition, to support this Bill as it would be extremely
beneficial to the country. Thank you very much.

L@ 30018588 @O GE.
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You
have 15 minutes.

Order please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, you have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, I will give you
30 seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, you may continue.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)
Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Susantha Dodawatta. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, your time is up
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, this is the time for the main
Business. You can ask it on another day, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekera. You have 13
minutes.
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6 ©8xYe BwuBow Owvmo Boewduss
1ol 5100 ]
(oressryfl@ wadlbhs Lwdnan - Qsrflev Lrg Hewwss)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of
Labour)
RN BBwews os3c?

(m»®mS

@G BBk 088 vweEdms dnmo

(wresryfl@ #LSgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G ©8ve BB Ovmo

(wrer @ wanlbs ewdbion)

(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

©0 Bewd®s »Osnemn®8, 99 Ved »H® wewsy
2. & Beso - [ 298@25]

@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wresryll@ FULSgrent swrdp mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
DID, DD

6 Bearadss HOzEDDO)

(orevwsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SjauiTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, he did not mention your name.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(wressryll@ #ULSgrent swrdm owGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

DO BOD mywr. ¢’ 0D 9Do8. wed oy 12.308.
[Pair 588]

@G ©8vIe BB Owmo
(wrehrflE wanlbs ewdbion)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
Led »H® BDD. [Asidr HEO]

@G BBeg 5088 vweEdms Ovmo

(wrewryll@ FLSgremtl swrdm owCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

BOeD mw, BOeD Wi [Asids HE®] o Bewdss
DOITNIDROB, 5HO BOeD By 1.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you 30 seconds, Hon. Jayasinghe.

@G BBt 3088 Bwedmo Onmn

(wressryll@ #LLSgrent swrdP wGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, his name was not mentioned. - [Interruption.]

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(orerfl@ Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, his name was not mentioned. - [Interruption.]
Anyway, Hon. Deputy Minister, if you want to clarify, I
will give you 30 seconds. - [Interruption.]

@G BBeg 5088 vwedms Onmo

(wresryll@ FULSgrent swrdm wGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
There is nothing to clarify, Sir. - [Interruption.]

®6 Beradss mOzEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You wanted him to clarify, Hon. Member, when you
wound up. - [Interruption.]

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedms dnmo

(oresryfl@ FLSgrent swrdpP owGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Now, we have to suspend the Sitting, Sir; it is 12.30
p.m.

©C O8sTe Bweon Dwmo
(1omevsTLyfl@ oanflbs g2widlBian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

No, no. Sir, he mentioned my name.

@S Bewdus G151 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, your name was not mentioned, Hon. Deputy
Minister. But, the Hon. Member wanted it clarified when
he wound up. - [Interruption.]

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedms dnmo

(wressryfl@ FLSgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, it is not relevant to his Ministry. He is the Deputy
Minister of Labour.

O OB BweBown Owmo

(wrevrfl@ wanlbs gudbian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

@0 Bewdds DOsNEDROA, e® Ownc; H® ¢
@O #BEE @0 @DOE &g Do, 160,0000 D&
BowE 2w® ®O® 0 Svo® ©En OO dBY
5O8. [&is HEO]

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, that is totally irrelevant.

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

defB® 30 emmed mOmaBwd ¢HQo» &Y, @.eo.
1.000 2202 8050 &

QBTG Ywiey Bl Blyssrni B, L.
BsTBID Y ribLiorulmmy.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

1.00  wewfldgy

®S Bewdsns OD151EmR )
(oressryfl@ Wrdléd surprwsi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, please.

[L.1. 1.00]

@G 90.023.098. ¢8O Swm

(omesrLyifl@ eTib.B%.6TID. HyeTVSVID)

(The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam)

per), Qaserrey Lrgld surpTwsi ojeuisGer! @)srenmuw
Sleorid W Flwegd (Gpullwed wHOID euTsSeL1 LilewTd@esiT)
FlLeypeld GQsriiurer ellurgd BHewL G LDHMISHG6s T (H

B phaHedTmg.  gH6BaTCeu TG BT Ig6D LGSV
FeOLIGZET — FLLID BewL_(Lpsmmuilsd 2_6rarg) 6TEITLIG)
TBISEHRSEGHS Ty, @)BsF FLLID  FDUBSLOTSS

@O hensulled, BTiiged epeTn WPoHBEWLDTET FL L BidsT
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella. You
have nine minutes.

[1.10 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, first of all, I would like to thank
you for giving me time to speak on this very important
piece of legislation titled the Mediation (Civil and
Commercial Disputes) Bill that has been presented today.
It is indeed a positive and a long-awaited piece of
legislation. So, I would like to congratulate the Hon.
Minister for presenting it today.

Integrating mediation into legislation gives formal
recognition to alternative dispute resolution, making the
process enforceable, predictable and trustworthy. In
particular, the Sri Lankan courts are burdened with a
massive backlog of approximately 1.1 million unresolved
civil and criminal cases. Therefore, alternative dispute
resolution methods such as mediation, bypassing the
traditional court litigation will eventually ease that
burden.

Further, Sir, it would also reduce the cost for litigants
because we know that in Sri Lanka, the cost of litigation
is very high. If a particular person has an issue and he
decides to go for mediation, it would definitely reduce the
cost of litigation. So, overall, I would say this is a very

positive move as it not only encourages the use of
mediation, but also inspires trust in the process and in
those who administer it.

However, Hon. Minister, I would like to point out a
few areas of concern in the new piece of legislation. In
particular, I draw your attention to Clause 2(1) of the Bill.
It states that mediation could be initiated either by a
mediation agreement, a court order or by a voluntary
referral by a party to the dispute. The issue I have is with
regard to this voluntary referral to mediation by one party
to the dispute because it implies that one party alone
could trigger mediation. So, essentially, even though
there is no specific agreement, if one party wishes to go
into mediation, it could do so. Basically, that, I feel,
contradicts the basic principle that mediation requires the
consent of all parties.

Further, Hon. Minister, I would like to draw your
attention to Clause 5 of the Bill, which statutorily bars the
court from entertaining a dispute merely because
mediation has commenced, even in the absence of a
mediation agreement. It forces parties to stay out of court
until mediation certifies non-settlement, and that could
turn mediation into a procedural deadlock. So, basically,
this requirement of the non-settlement certificate could be
used by parties to delay the whole dispute resolution
process. In particular, you could have a litigant who, in
bad faith, wants to delay the resolving of a particular
dispute, especially in the case of unlawful rent and so on
and so forth. So, that could definitely be taken on by
such a party. For example, Hon. Minister, under
Singapore's Mediation Act of 2017, the courts can only
stay proceedings when there is a formal agreement. But,
like I said before, in Sri Lanka, even in the absence of a
formal agreement, if one party wants to go into
mediation, it could do so and, in that event, the other
party cannot go into litigation. So, that kind of act,
basically, goes against the concept of mediation.

The other thing is the requirement of a Mediation
Service Provider. That essentially means that if the
parties wish to obtain the services of a mediator who is
well-versed in a particular industry, they are precluded
from doing so because they have to go with a registered
service provider, which could create some sort of
bureaucracy.

Overall, I would say that the Act could be looked at
positively, especially in terms of Clause 19 of the Bill,
which states that the Settlement Agreement is a legally
binding agreement and also Clause 22, which states that
the Settlement Agreement could converted into a decree
of court by the High Court. So, those are, essentially,
positive steps you could take towards improving it and I
hope the Hon. Minister would take in our suggestions
favourably as we all want to ensure that the delay in our
court system is minimized.

®0; Bewdes mOiznemn®B, OO e® O 6widd «®
00D By D @BB. 10 v BHswmO gwm & &
@ed aBnd; Ovrnem B8y Dysied Ay ¢BBIHO
Bwo. OO ¢Deded 8 O BOensy Dusied @@ 1O ¥



523 2026 48 11 524

sy Dwsieded @dwde B0 98uy WOTTHO ©®
050078 BODy. Doddvewsi® ¢8 ¢ximd, god ded JJ
a0 e nidmen OCE DRI Bedm 2D. @DidsY
Dnsied0y ©ekded. Dodsvewsi® @B eddE
Aeohens’ Dwsieded mEedds 8 @D Beamd.
s58e mEeddy @B oddF 8¢ 00 Beadmd,
9280l PO mEdm BBOO WBwd Beamn.
Sedvewsi® @ed Jed &8s dwsledcs Bwe »OE
e®ens »E YL munme dm OO0 viB Hees. god 6ed
AR @BDHWO YT H®ewNOE OB eDE BedBrD. GO
B8m Corsrnw Dnews’ mOER WOMEOS aed Jed ZIw
o6 dm 05 Jodsy feed OOmC Owr el B®
Be08; SodvewssI® 88g v Svwnsy dDwsier ged OO
0108 BB gmyncid8. ged Jed § Crdm wodmaBe
D8 OB BedsIesy Pdi) @umI® ©Y eDegd do® WD
A 0ODD wotdwaBe RneB B BesIm yOO=T.

OO Bewd®ss mOiznemn®B, eBond; ®vmnm 0853
dyrierded ©widznd Beamd ged ded 83m» 8Bweg
BFgs? Ovsiedcy 8EAcD. ¢ dDnows’ oemon, &
eOmEO ged wowwr dwsiedE 40,000 850 Ewins.d
eDE BeadmDi. 98sY & B8wiemsy Dunsied SorvewsI®
0® J¥ewes’ 9CER®E moxTm BODI, EBIODWTEEEIO
e I @I BwEs. 00 Bnm 88w, 40,000zF
Bostesy DnE y@romun esnedd. elwien B8R
©® o0 8®ed 835 eDEIED & 9EE B8ImD), ©® Bwg
ot DNBTeEO WcH@uns By DO Bec.
e®ime, BE Men®@unn ¢slerns ) Bean ydmdEsy
@® BB 00O BecrIm yOOsy BwE OO Snmdr. OO 0@
D0 E 20 wOITVews VIO BRBOsTH O,
O Bewdds mOnemn®©A.

@G BBeg 8B 55068 Svmo
(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi QDT Q4T BHTessTTILdSSTT)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

208 BSede.
GTUPBSITIT.
rose.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister, you can clarify.

o6 BB wven 506mNS OHm

(oreTLfl@ FLLSSTenil aDiages BHressTTidheTy)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

®©0 Boewdss DOisNemn®E, 08 &nBdsim e
®n8w0; | am grateful and respectfully thank her for her
very constructive contribution.

However, Hon. Member, I would like to invite your
attention to Clause 2(1) of the Bill, which refers to a party
to mediation. You raised the point that it allows one party
to drag the matter into mediation. But, that is not the
thrust of the matter. One party may request for mediation,
but if the other party does not agree to it, then it would
not go into mediation. So, that is the point I wanted to
clarify to you. A party could request for mediation, but if
both parties do not agree, I mean, by the definition of

mediation itself, it would not be referred for mediation. -
[Interruption.] We will have a chat later on that, as we
are running out of time. But, anyway, thank you for
raising it.

@6 Berdss mOrBNEHRO)
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is a good clarification.

Next, the Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe. You have nine
minutes.

[2.60. 1.19]
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Labour)
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(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Does the House agree to extend the
time until the current Business is concluded?

6)61 @25{@@61

(revrLyfl@ 2 miliiestigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(oressryfl@ Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you have two minutes left.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara]
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[Ty LNTBF FLTBIUIST QYU SH6T SMVHLD UBIGHTIH6T. ]

Considered in Committee. -
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 30 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Bill reported without Amendment..

@G BBeg w8uem 5305086 Swmo
(oreTfl@ FLL_SSHTentl aniagest HresTmiwidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move,

"That the Bill be now read the Third time."

Sir, I also request permission to correct the language
errors, typographical errors, grammatical errors,
numerical errors in the Bill and to make consequential
amendments to the Bill.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z Sas.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS
ACT: ORDER

O BB wluem 5305068 Svmo
(oressrfl@ FL L SSTewll aniagesr HresnrmwidhssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

“That the Order made by the Minister of Justice and National
Integration under Section 2 of the Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters Act, No. 25 of 2002 in respect of the Treaty between the
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
the Government of the Republic of Maldives signed in July, 2025
and published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2470/04 of 05th
January, 2026, which was presented on 19.05.2026, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

gamas 88z &Y, wws e3O@z» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I move,

"That the Parliament do now adjourn."

e 5008588 WO GE.
aflsorir TGS SIbLILIGILID DS
Question proposed.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Adjournment Motion to be moved by the
Hon. Kabir Hashim. You have 18 minutes, Hon. Member.
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CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY
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(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
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is a policy error. There has definitely been some policy error,
both on the part of the Government and the Central Bank.
The Government is the full cause for this. They have to take
the responsibility and the Central Bank has to take equal
responsibility.

® ex¥zn B»ORO g¢ ethesed 8 Gil8wed 3318. aewsl
8 @0 ¢siery oy GBwE 3400 Bwig ¢siest vy
aBeE 3318, 3408 e»nc. 0®m Oy¥IFOm Bomwm
amones esedd; this is not a structural stabilization. &8
B850, 002 aFOD Ged ©BIBN BB BE BB, O
Beadsiesy O deDrvmIvn amenes. 88 mEm mOmd
2030 w8, Bewoed 0® ethcsied viB3O0 @b sl »H®
0 ©D»EO OBBE »erm Dedmd. Jm »OB
B8O, 00w &8 oFG® oIy A5y emeg DVEI ®D
BOBID 38 O D @@IWme, 88 e® OB LBEOD BD
DOBIess. O deed ¢idn gmd; 2025 ¢fn om0, Gw
Dwed ©8m gumemw e dCam 1.4, w8, @8m
B8 0eEE IBsm 1.7d. god gmemwe gumwmd
D80 OBB. ged edege Baed® Bvw BmD ethcd 8Bws
3008 8 edmdn. & Bueslesy, addide adwmedd gl
edoge B8ae® Swas ethel 3CBem 3.0 018 eOm. O®
gD yBnw 0®wrdB. el Sodr ®wdn ethed IBwum 68
Beadrler). @80 e drews’ ethed IBwm 3= Sno
DedmO endsIn Beadmemd, edege Bene® Bww ety
SBwm 3.6:F WO Vmr edm 5O g0 god Ty evOLIB
yo0sy 008c? qud MOn w@me adYcwr B edxleny
Ee¢? EmO B0 ¢y cB¥H0e e@mwic? gredi)o
8460Y® ¢?

Bedn mewlds o1 ©¥ eROD ®mD ®Eo. System
change ©» ®G ®»Es. ©® e DEBO o0 wegd 20258
eoEE Bedmy mowddme e@mte? ©® @, Bol
dend website dend ey Bedmdr, 2025 & @96dcd®
2Eensy Oy HPeBIEHOE D3O thcs SEem
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US Dollars 113 million is the greenfield investment that has
come into this country in the whole of 2025! That is really
absurd. So, what has the Government actually done?
o®mle, AINOBT WO Bedsieny?

Hon. Deputy Speaker, according to the new Central
Bank of Sri Lanka Act, No 16 of 2023, Section 6(1)
specifies that the primary objective of the Central Bank is
to achieve and maintain domestic price stability and
Section 6(3) requires the Central Bank to support. The
Government draws the economic policy, but output
stabilization is not an equal objective of the Central Bank.
Basically, the Central Bank has violated the Act by doing
open market operations and at the same time, the
Government has not been doing its job. That is why the
Government is responsible because it has not done its job
of output targeting or fiscal stimulation. They have only
been harassing the public with taxes, pushing and
charging more and more from them other than increasing
the aggregate demand in the market.
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Hon. Kabir Hashim, your time is over.
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I will wind up, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka to second the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Kabir Hashim.
You have 11 minutes, Hon. Member.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community

Empowerment)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. M.K.M. ASLAM took the Chair.
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GeowonGied @ OIFn®A, “What has this NPP
Government actually done?" BwE 998 ydmwm @ydo.
BEO O By BOD; @8SmOw Daewss, yRsIADw
Drnews’ aes »O o BBE Sogvemem i BHODo.
Geowznoe) oo ©538n0A, 1 would like to draw your
attention to the Central Bank Report presented in 2025.
What have we done as a Government? What have we
achieved as a Government? The IMF projection was
basically a 3.5 per cent economic growth, but as a
Government working with very significant and important
policies, we had been able to achieve a 5 per cent
economic progress in that year.

Not only that, there were many other instances we can
show you, where we had achieved a lot in 2025. 20252
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highest remittances - g@sess @ O5ID gud yOOsY Hom.
We have been able to mark it as a landmark year in
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0® abgced wWOwdw oemisy, GIS D&mdm ©®
mCed e®ed w@wewsy momds: "The most immediate,
long-term economic danger lies not in fuel prices
themselves, but in rising food costs and disruptions to the
production of advanced technology". ©® ©&m0ed
BemyD, 95305 B oveg ©» Om Dndw e209ed8, Jmnl
oD GodOE B 9ve Wi yOOE Bwn. & Snds
0008, Bdwiem DEQTIHOCO ACH® @B edxIm
5005y, @® Middle East crisis &z dwfm 00 ¢ 9300
G eO5Im yOOsT Bwy) C€wd edor Bedmd. & Beo
2s0 dm DB, J On god Jed gidmed ¢® vd® Bl
Boen oIy B8R 00D I 0afd® @ed 6ed 88mwd
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B,

8 »Dgodr e@en® Bwmr: "Fertilizer markets,
which depend heavily on ammonia, urea and natural gas
from the Gulf, are facing major long-term risks due to
disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz. The blockades
caused prices to soar by 30 to 40 per cent in March, while
nitrogen costs have doubled compared with 2024 levels.
As of May, 2026, prices remain elevated, with the global
fertilizer index projected to rise over 30 per cent for the
year amid persistent supply risks and rerouting
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Whereupon THE HON. CHANAKA MADUGODA left the Chair,
and THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 12th June, 2026.
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