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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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LAY
"A THRIVING NATION - A BEAUTIFUL LIFE" MANIFESTO:
ESTABLISH PROVINCIAL OFFICES OF ATTORNEY GENERAL'S
DEPARTMENT
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
(<) B)strCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it has been pledged through the
manifesto titled "A Thriving Nation - A
Beautiful Life" that provincial offices of the
Attorney-General's Department will be
established under a Senior Additional
Solicitor General;

(it)  if so, the number of employees who have
been attached to each provincial office of
the Attorney-General's Department at
present; and

(iii)  the amount of money that has been invested
so far in establishing provincial offices of
the Attorney-General's Department?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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SRI LANKA INSURANCE CORPORATION: FINANCIAL et GFewudg gplafliiumrr?
PERFORMANCE FROM 2020 (20) 2020wk Eppeoparwr pEGai oy
466/2025 CuGs PN L o' (Hds TUSTSS6D -

4. ©6; 68 WS E2 Dm0
(omevsrL i@ rall &mHesTTHITLds)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

()  uewlwrHplw  semflwiiseflsst  eTevsTamldeM S,
Sjeur el FLDLIGTLD LMHMILD
’ o FlIIBISHEHESTHF CFvalll Ll L 6wrdss
(1) QB Tew s WITH| 6TETLIENS LD,
() @i 2020 (i) 56T (h QUHLOTEITLD 6T6MEUET6)Y 6TEITLIENSHU|LD;
OeusuGoaumrs oeui F)FFemLd@ yPlalluryr?
(11) (@) @e1Cmsv, ersiT?
asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) revenue and profit of the Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation in each year from
(iv) 2020 2020 to date, separately;

(iii)

(i) percentage of market share and the total
; balance sheet value of the Corporation as at
) to date;

(iii) names of the competitors of the above
; Corporation and the percentage of their
5 market share in life and general insurance

' and in total, separately;

()2 O 20 ) (iv) amount of direct and indirect taxes paid by
) the Corporation in each year from 2020 to
date separately; and

B ’ (v) names of the subsidiaries of the above
(i) ; Corporation and amount of the shares
owned by them, separately?

? (b) Will he also inform this House, in respect of the
() 2 above Corporation, separately for each year from
2020 to date, the-
Blg, S fllev wpmib  QurmerTsTyr S Llall®Hss (i) number of employees and the total amount
SpwdFmrs CaLL aller: spent for their salaries and emoluments;
(@) () 2020 wss @pevmeasens peGauri ywTigaid ) and ‘
@eviiens  STUIUDIHS g0t HdSTUSTSSST (ii) return on investment?
QU(BLOTEUTLD LOHMILD (REVTLID WTENEU 6TEITLIEND () Ifnot, why?
GlausuGeum TaHeyLD;
(i) QGhovpaudr &L HSSTUSTSSET shevsll @G BasIn $6d6 Oum (88w 085205 Bewdess
UGS 5afsD whmid Qrss wbbsTamsL 3@ ®)
CUIMILLF) WITeME 6TEITLIENGW|LD; (wrewryfl@ Blerhs gwelr - Qurmertsry Llalhss) LNy
T ojemisis)
(iii) Gw@s-v &) U"ﬂf_"”‘”__'_ 5‘“—@’%”5 THSTSSIL-eT (The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera - Deputy Minister of
CurlyuilGueiiseflsr  Cuwisst  wHmiD Economic Development)
e, Curgids sriymsluilled SjeursEhemLw , ,
Fhewgll LBIEST FHeaTsH wHMID LTSS
OleusuGoum T WTeHEY 6TEITLIEN I W|LD; .
(iv) 202090 a1l WSV FDewmeusnHr speuGeumi () (@ 2020

Y ERTGEVID Tl (HSSTLIETEHS TV ClFeISSLILIBILD
Ghry wHmID weDWs euflseaflsr Gsrens

WITEN6) 6TETLIENSU|LD;
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flow
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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DEPOTS BELONGING TO SRI LANKA TRANSPORT BOARD:

VACANCIES
644/2025

6. ©6 Botd emdFessT Dm0
(orerLyLll@ Smisv QpsveFsir)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

(1)
() O
(it)
(i) ,

(iv)

() , ?

Curd@Gaurdgl, ObHEHFTMVSHET LHMID BeT JLiallhdbs)
IwwsFemrds CHl L eflerm:

(=) (@) B)evnind CuTsGaurdsIF

Qerpgwrer ‘14 1GUT SHeflesr QLTSS wTeney;

FED LIS GHF

(i) smCurg CupLiy ‘4riICuT Gsefled wevflseuarts
uHDTEGPD BlevaElsng)
Mleumy,

(iii) <Cwefled, Gupuly ‘YrGUTSHeML [BlsveyLb
QeunmlL_miserflsir sTevsremtlaend wWrg;

6TGITLIEN S

(iv) Gupuy  QeupdlLmisemer  BIrliausHETS

GmHESTETEHLD L 61 HENHEBET WTED6;
STETLIENS Ssuil @) FaFemLidh@ mleiliimym,

(=) @)sir@mev, sy6iT?

446

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the names of the depots which belong to the
' Sri Lanka Transport Board;

(i) whether he is aware that there is a shortage
of human resources in those depots at
present;

(iii) if so, the number of vacancies in those
depots; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to fill those
: vacancies?

(b) Ifnot, why?

©0 (eeder) yurds geaedm Owm (Ydiwm 6w
@8 e Bewlss ¢@imusn®)
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LI (D)6ITET6IToUT 6TEITLIEN S UJLD;

S @)FFewudg plelliimyr?

(=) @)6ar@mev, s76iT?

asked the

Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether she is aware that an inquiry was
conducted against the Principal of St.
John& College, Nugegoda from 04.06.2025
to 04.07.2025 pursuant to a complaint
received by the Governor of the Western
Province;

whether the committee that conducted the
inquiry has carried out the said inquiry
impartially and properly;

if so, the recommendations that were made
by the said committee of inquiry regarding
the Principal concerned; and

whether the said recommendations have
been implemented by now?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@6 (e0Des) Y6 ewemBoEm wm (gdvIss ©Y
cesed gdsoes) Bewdss ¢g@imun®d)

(oreryflg (sweugglwir) wgir QFQeralrser - swall, 2 wir
sevallls Lrd) ewidai)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of
Education and Higher Education)
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)
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OO DAIBNWBDH O
(omevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)
(The Hon. Speaker) 12212024 ,
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
©6; 384 @D¢q05D8 dwvmo O WOINEDR O
(omevsrLyLil@ HeOlls Cloug sy radl) (omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi) (The Hon. Speaker)
. , point of Order
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OO DIBNBDHD Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser) ©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo
(The Hon. Speaker) (oresryflg Fllhs alGndnl)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser) () (i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

(ii)
@0 (eedexs) »HEvTe BwBedes Ovmo (i)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(oreryflg Flbs allGedn)
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(i) o8sCarr® Qe rLiye»Lw 9| D&6D &HB6T
FewLiufled FomILlGas BT 6TEITLISN S U|LD;

(iii) uryrepwsiry 2 miifleTTaEREG 2 GHCwrs
ey  uTHSTEWTETeNn  aUPBIGSH  LoHMID
SIQUTSHEHBG LITTTEBLOGTD 2 _6wTeldidde0hbg
2 eWTeYy, UTETBIGST 6UPBIGHD ClGTLiurs
T FTBISSS)GT G\ T6iTeN WITG] 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

e @)FFewud@ pleiliuimyr?

3)es1@mev, 768T?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

©

Will she inform this House -
(i) the official Privileges that the Members of
Parliament have been entitled to so far;

(i) whether the said Privileges are expected to

be curtailed or completely abolished; and
(iii)  if so, the Privileges that are expected to be
curtailed or abolished?

Will she also inform this House -

(i) the recommendations of the Committee
appointed to review and report on the

Privileges granted to Members of
Parliament;

(i)  whether the relevant reports will be tabled;
and

(iii) the Government policy regarding the

provision of an official vehicle to Members
of Parliament and providing them with
meals from the Membersd Dining Room at
the Parliamentary complex?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

2 )

@G O8I BeBBB ®wm
(oreryllg Fibs allCedn)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

O OB WO FIBED Dm0
(omevsr L@ SWhHGb % HEOTTSHVEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

y

@O0 QNGBS
(orenTll@ FUTBTWST DjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

[ y

@G O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo
(orerflg Flhs allGedAm)
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

@O DIBNBHD O
(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

462

©C O8xY¢ BeBB8 wmo
(wrevrfl@ FUlbg al G
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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FIVE-YEAR PROJECT TO BREED ABOERO GOATS: DETAILS
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LIGRTLTT gQWLDQUD &FTiLIrds)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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(iii)

(iv)
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wpmId  ghul L CFeveyssiT  eTedTLIMNDMIS S,
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S @)FFewudg plelliimyr?

(o) B)et18mev, ey6dr?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@)
)

(if)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

the date on which the five-year project to
breed 250 Boer goats and distribute them in
the field was initiated at the Imbuldanda
Goat Breeding Centre in Matale;

the amount of money that has been spent so
far on the said project;

the number of goats that were expected to
be bred annually under the said project and
the number of goats that have actually been
bred in each year, separately;

the amount spent per goat in terms of the
income and the expenditure of the said
project; and

the future action that will be taken
regarding the project concerned?

If not, why?

@G 29OE WIS Oumn (BEO ww @

88®u Bewdus g@imun®d)
(oreryfl@  Brwed SHOMTIGRT - SWHESTL  WHMID
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(The Hon.

Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney at Law)
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(iii)  the date on which the repayment of the loan
instalments will be commenced and the
scheduled date for the completion of the
loan repayment?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

®5 BT Sedc Dwmo
(oresryfl@ BleThs gwefr)
(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera)

8w m*

*

*

() @O

1083 O DA ¢ EEDT:
FUTLSL_ G560 eweudsasLii’ L ailsor :
* Answer

tabl ed:
2024

(i) sLemers QLD MI&CE\ & TessTL G M5 T6vT 1 854 77
& ITT63OTBIG 6N, 2’ 024 '
(iil) sL6T Seuswent CQFVISSHIF6V YTHLLTGLD HoH) 18
wpmih CEiss 1y ssailbsgh Seg,
gl eflursiser  SLewett  GUHMIS6IE TaTL 1,752 1 g g 31
Br(hseflsr surflwrs GleusuGaupmss wWTeme sTaTLNS . '
Sjeui @)dFFemLid@ Smlalliimyr? (i)
@) @G, sreir?
/ (
(
asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development: 102.31
(a)  Will he inform this House - Govefnment of Japan) 46.37
(i) the total amount of loans obtained by the Korea) Governrgent of the Republic of 3.49
Government since the 2024 Presidential _
Election up to now, excluding the facility , Saudi Fund For Arab Eco- 28.35
provided by the International Monetary nomic Development)
Fund; and Co-op Centrale Raiffeisen) 3.46
(ii) the names of the countries from which Export(import Bank of India) 20.64
aforesaid loans were obtained? 1,752.46
(b) Will he also inform this House, separately in 85477
respect of each country from which the loans were -
obtained -
(i) the amount of loans obtained and the () i), i), (i) (
applicable interest rate; :
(ii) the reasons for obtaining the loans; and ()
Beinca ciid ve
AcaBR H0mw® ol oad® gpélon
G0 05 gonne/dd | - 080 o fic von Dunve Bovso B89 vew a(‘ﬂ Dﬂju otoad s W o0D® gbu! dne
choam g, 88un)
onlcoined GO quiks
qnﬂt) go@u UOGQ QQIEUS EURIBOR -
e B8 BoBest |8 wac® oiR0R 47 800 06 2019 @fondal 10| 2034 dB 05
(om¢Seatna)
sveed@mibda
ongd 3.47
;:’:‘:@ FORET PIAD | 9B genod @e0807x Bem o BOGDO 20.64 L75%  2017gA06 | 2039 endmi®35 28
omgo o

2026.



467 2026 11 468
Befnda u:cd®0 ve
Bd8) Ddewd oadd gdbon
&0 0 gunno/6d | - 080 Ga fite vos D fosso £89 som g(q:;hgu . q;:.;u %:: *D® 30w §ma
c&msa ] 08es)
Bugtd moded guse me@nmde Dstiv 141 0,65%| 2010 &by 26 2050 &z 20
pada-oduriomd edodus o Dmmba 329 0.30% 2012‘&611 28 2052 &g 20
anhdnd co 4o eduen Mo (q8wd I} 265 1.40%| 2013 &by 14 2038 &xbny 20
166 0008 0B t:c® §iA00d Bxoeudic si1|  000% W4ednE | ety
G8:68 Bmsaz B8OUBG Drusafi 213 0.10%| 2014 oy @30 23 | 2054 1 Sm938 20
tofin sdodess 1 030mBS0d e %080n m
doom ddo A , 2015 ! iy 20
|esbaBe8md 608 #0900 bussdls 17.20 0.30%| 2015 awaddn 11 | 2055 qooddy
e apoAne cad de odsun Dome (q8ad Il) [ 004 1.40%| 2016 0200880 17| 2041 e 838 20
i am® om meae gl adng tognd 0dsdne 1148 07 24820
e s 1390 1408 20 {aa 0 204248
00 00 B 68exm g 808 Emena () 031 LN MR | 2043600820
os 60 098¢ 0cir D108 £008 Omends 032 020% 20184811 | 2058 q0edin20
omgd i (98 Bv@es séadant doomae
808 B | 000033 . 0.10% 2019@bg 11 | 2058 emeBi®a% 20
dogd ‘ ' 46.36
omaBang) Gtk 0B e 88 Dxomdio | 349 0.15%| 2014 0¢e 885 30 | 2054 0,830 20
dngd . 349
20 the 00834 BO0® Dol (owed
St 038 2%| 2012@xondal 30| 2032 qowdeiy 15
1B O odtome |60 - 8500 - obstmeh oo Dbl 5,65 2% 2015 elondat 30| 2040 qoadely 15
- Giba ot a08ke L L )
£ BdoBezc modim @-0d0n Dmuedy 432 2% 2017@ufondad 24| 2043 sogdd 30
e 1800 2%| 2019 ey ciny 05 18| 2044 gogd 30
Omede'
050 2835
dond 10231
wdwy

1. EURIBOR - gocd quind oy 80m@» gyone
2. 60m AcH 0 Mo 80:D; 2024.09?3 80 2026.05.05 ¢uftn



469

2990 @2nO8ed @¢elnedsInd wr V!

S ens

2 _6WITEY B6WENTILITETT 5565 0T %6 S 1 (& F

QFTHBLOTET HeTEhFWFTMEVH6T: HaTeorLowws i (hdd 6D

WAREHOUSES OWNED BY DEPARTMENT OF FOOD

COMMISSIONER: MODERNIZATION

6552 0 2 5

7. ®61 ®B5I™ DO BRD Qwm (05 eddnes Dedths

®wm edWDO)

(wrewryfl@ swhs &HHaTTSVES - wrapTywlg Crramewt

LIGUSTL_ T T LITS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.

Rohana Bandara)

-(1)

V)

(vi)
(vii)

() :

2020

UTHSHH, eurenill, 2 ewreyll LTEIGTLIL LHMID Fnl (HDey

YNall(5d) ewdFenrd Gl L ailesrm:
(=) @) D GWI6Y Y EHEWTILITETIT
Q&FThHgLorer
6TEBOTGUSI1d6M 35 WIT| 6TEITLIENHU|LD;
(i) vy GewwhHGIETET
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

@)L_migseir

B6W GO 561315 & F
HemEehFWFTemVS6I 60T

wiremey

(il) oSsmaw saTEhAWFTEMEV sp6hGlouTeiTafleaTgID
Q& reremeney Gleusu@eumrds WiTd) 6TeITLIENW|LD;

(iv) GupLig HemEhFWwFTEn VL6160
9),600T1Lg-65T
H6MEHF W FTEN6VLH 6 60T

Lilesrevri

(v) Gupuug

G UGN TS

202010
pefeTowinGdsrul L
LoMHmILD
SjeumnledT QLILITSH6IT WWTeme 6T6ITLIENGW|LD;

BeFTLOWILILI(HG BEVISHS T dHF

GaFsvaill_(Hsirar G5 Tends 6T6M6ETEY 6TETLISNSU|LD;

(vi) GupLig

HEMTEHF I FTENEVLHEW T

peferowiilBGESwser ChrbshIGeT WTeneu

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

(vi)  <ps

FHETHSTIIG

pefeTLoWIIL1(hdS60

FIOLIHSLOTS

Mg asuilsd

F1gHsTL L Ll (erer efl_wsisst Glgriiley

sT(D&&LILI(HID
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?
(=) @rGmeb, ersir?

BL_6UIG HENSBH6T

wimemeu

(@)

(b)

asked the Minister of Trade,
Security and Co-operative Development:

Will he inform this House -

@
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Commerce, Food

the number of warehouses owned by the
Department of Food Commissioner;

(ii) the places in which they are located,;
(iii)  the capacity of each warehouse, separately;
(iv) the number of warehouses modernized
after the year 2020, out of the above
warehouses and their names;
(v) the amount of money spent on the said
modernization;
(vi) the objectives of modernization of those
warehouses; and
(vii) the actions taken regarding the matters
mentioned in the audit report regarding the
said modernization?
If not, why?
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OO QBB
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

28EBed®sIned dId®

LT T@RLOGTD LDTE)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 (e00exs) BB BwBedes Ovmo
(wrerflg (weubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

8
12.30 , 1.00
1.30
5.30
g E®esz 8, et es®@» Ses.
el lBlbs LI (B) TmmY%SCIBTTaTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.
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REGARD
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[ () ] ®C 220 BDD Do

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister {oorgove Items 1 and 2. You have 18

' minutes.,, 5 g 19
et SOum i, i 8OO S, B8OOI (B8OF 5 DIt $59R)
afleorr QS HLILIL (B sTHmIs Gl TeTeTLILIL L g 65353" @%)9@&55)
Question put, and agreed to. wgﬂmmgm(@quﬂw@wm@mmﬁgg&u

O D>DBNBHR0 LilewoTds @b 6iT) &L L_eLpevLd
(orerLflg FUTHTWST S)auiaer) MEDIATION (CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL
(The Hon. Speaker) DISPUTES) BILL

@¢d2 OO0 BawsSe® Howlww Bued» &
1 2 B ressTL_T1h Lo IIDIFBTEOT 51" L_6W6T UM FI T LILIL L Ff.
Order for Second Reading read.

[ . . 10. 53]
®G 08 S BNBE DWD0
(orarflE ral &maTTHTLIds) oG BB vSven 53508WHC Bwm (admdem ©wy
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake) %82 S0 a1 ©0)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. (oresryflg FLLssremll apiager BrewTwssTy - B
whmib CasAw @meLLILTL () HEPLOEFFT)
O DGRBS (The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
(oreTyflE FUTHTWST S)auTssT) Minister of Justice and National Integration)

(The Hon. Speaker) )
, point of "
Order

®C 08 S BNB% DWD0
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

10,000

OO DAIBNBDHR o
(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker) )
, point of Order . the Mediation (Civil
and Commercial Disputes) Bill

All conflicts have a cost from direct and indirect
consequences. From the perspective of Government, the
cost of providing for conflict resolution must be mitigated
without compromising the quality of relief. From the
perspective of business, conflicts detract from achieving
06, DSBS corporate objectives, resulting in economic stress gnd
(oresTyLlE FUTBTWST SeuissT) developmentall setb'flcks. From a per.sonal perspective,
(The Hon. Speaker) fractured relafuonshlps, whether yvl‘Fhln the Wolrkplace,
between trading partners or within the family, are
extremely harmful. The need for more meaningful
options than currently available to resolve conflict is,
therefore, urgent, and that is the lacuna this Bill is trying
to fulfill.

MO 68 S 0BNBZ DvD0
(orenTfl@ rall &mHenTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

MO 68 G BNGBE DWD0
(orenTyfl@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake) Many countries tackling the issue of laws' delays have
resorted to alternatives to avoid protracted and costly
litigation. The search for alternatives began many years
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ago primarily due to dissatisfaction with delays and
expense and also because academics and policymakers
debated on whether the adversarial process was the best to
resolve every type of conflict. Globally, some
interventions have been successfully implemented. The
use of mediation for dispute resolution is one that has
seen a phenomenal growth globally because of its proven
benefits.

We already have two statutes which provide for
community level dispute resolution using mediation.
Those are, the Mediation Boards Act, No. 72 of 1988, as
amended, which provides for community level minor
dispute resolution and the Mediation (Special Categories
of Disputes) Act, No. 21 of 2003, which provides for the
establishment of panels for the settlement of identified
categories of disputes in identified areas of the country.
Those statutes are implemented by the State. There is,
however, no subject-specific statute to govern the use of
mediation for higher value civil and commercial dispute
resolution. Therefore, it is that lacuna that this Bill is
trying to fill.

This Bill incorporates globally accepted features that
are intrinsic to the practice of facilitative mediation. The
use of mediation guided by standards set out in this Bill
will have a positive impact on the dispute resolution
ecosystem in this country and will also help ease the case
overload in courts. To understand the provisions in the
Bill, Sir, it is important to first understand the key
features of mediation.

Sir, mediation is a dispute resolution or an alternative
dispute resolution mechanism, which is an alternative to
litigation. It provides for a process that is carried out
outside the courts, which is non-adversarial, informal, but
disciplined, confidential and party-centric. It is very
different to litigation, where a judge adjudicates on the
opposing positions and hands down a decision that binds
parties. That decision is based on the law alone. In
mediation, an independent third party, the mediator,
manages the process and supports and empowers the
disputants to identify their own core issues and concerns
and to focus on finding solutions to satisfy their interests
and needs.

The mediator is independent and neutral and plays an
important role during the mediation process as a
communicator, a manager and a facilitator. The mediator,
who is trained in the techniques and skills of mediation
and who could be from any profession, plays a non-
coercive role and has no authority to impose a decision on
the disputants.

The focus is not on the right and wrong, like in
litigation. There are no legal arguments to be submitted
by lawyers, but disputants have the freedom to discuss all
of their issues and concerns and to have them addressed.
So, it is a totally non-adversarial process which provides
the space to disputants to find creative solutions that are
not confined to what is possible under applicable laws.
Lawyers and other professionals can be present to assist
the parties reach a settlement. The role of the lawyer is
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different to their role in a court of law, where everything
is decided according to law. A settlement is possible only
if the disputants agree to terms that are acceptable to
them. Parties have complete control over the outcome.

Arbitration is also an Alternative Dispute Resolution -
ADR - mechanism. In Sri Lanka, the Arbitration Act of
1995 governs arbitrations.

Sir, mediation has proved to have many benefits: it is
cost effective and time efficient; it is confidential; it helps
improve strained relationships and affords space for
creative solutions that are not confined by law.

This Bill seeks to provide for a governance regime for
the practice of mediation in compliance with principles
and standards that are accepted the world over, which
must be observed to ensure the integrity of the process. In
enacting this legislation, we are providing for a legal
regime that ensures the responsible use of mediation for
civil and commercial dispute resolution. The Bill does not
provide for mandatory reference to mediation outside the
will of the parties or to establish panels, boards or any
such entity.

Sir, if we take why mediation is important for Sri
Lanka, there are several benefits of mediation. The option
of resolving disputes through mediation serves to divert
cases from courts and assists in reducing the case
overload. Sri Lanka, like many countries across the globe,
has a serious problem of laws' delays. As at end of June,
2025, there were over 1.13 million cases pending in
courts. So, there is a serious need to divert disputes away
from courts and to leave the courts to handle disputes that
must necessarily be adjudicated within the adversarial
process, based on the principles of law. Then, the use of
mediation can result in savings for the State in the
administration of justice. That is a benefit referred to in
the Preamble to the UN Mediation Convention of 2018.

Sir, efficient dispute resolution also has a positive
impact on the economy. Litigation delays have an adverse
impact on trade, business and commerce, which, in turn,
impacts on economic progress. That is a negative feature
which is often not acknowledged. The need for smarter
dispute resolution for the business sector devoid of
expense, delay and unpredictability is important for
economic development and to attract investors. The
business and commercial community must have access to
smart conflict resolution options that are time-efficient
and cost-effective. Productivity is obviously enhanced
due to these benefits with a significant impact on the
economy. Businesses, whether large corporates or small
enterprises, should be able to focus on their core
objectives without being detracted by long-drawn legal
battles.

Also, Sri Lanka® FEase of Doing Business
performance is significantly hampered due to weak
contract enforcement. The 2020 World Bank rankings
showed Sri Lanka performing below the South Asian
average in the contract enforcement indicator and the
situation needs to be improved. Therefore, for Sri Lanka
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to be accepted as an investor-friendly destination, the
options for dispute resolution must be diverse and must
offer internationally accepted methods that are not bogged
down by the notorious evils of delay and expense as
meaningful dispute resolution offers significant economic
advantages.

Sir, mediation is a more meaningful process for
certain categories of disputes with better prospects for
sustainable settlement. It is accepted that certain
categories of disputes are more meaningfully resolved
using a process that is non-adversarial and which accords
primacy to address the needs and interests of disputants in
a creative way. Mediation is known to provide prospects
to reduce instances where a dispute leads to the
termination of a commercial relationship. This benefit is
also articulated in the Preamble to the 2018 UN
Mediation Convention. Settlements that are based on
terms agreed to by disputants assure the sustainability of
the outcome, as opposed to an outcome handed down by a
third party such as through the adjudicatory process.

Now, Sir, I will explain the main features of the Bill.
This Bill provides for a governance regime to ensure that
the key features of mediation that are accepted
internationally and the best practices adopted worldwide
are complied with in providing mediation services in Sri
Lanka. The Bill provides for the categories of disputes
that can and cannot be mediated, as set out. Any civil or
commercial dispute other than disputes that can be
brought to closure only with a court decree, for example
divorce, nullity of marriage, adoption et cetera, can be
referred by disputants to mediation.

The role and the duties of mediators, disputants and
service providers are set out in the Bill, Sir. The details of
the mediation process are also set out. That is, the steps to
be taken to initiate a mediation and to bring the sessions
to a closure, the salient features that are intrinsic to the
conduct of mediation sessions and the observance of
confidentiality with regard to matters discussed in a
mediation. The without prejudice rule is also recognized.

Sir, reference of disputes to mediation by courts is
provided for in the Bill and it is a very common feature in
many jurisdictions around the world. The concept of a
mediation clause including the pre-dispute mediation
clause is recognized by it. That is the same as the
arbitration clause in arbitrations. Disputants can
voluntarily agree to mediate even without a pre-dispute
mediation clause. Where there is a mediation clause or
where a mediation has commenced voluntarily, no action
can be filed in court unless mediation has failed.
Prescription ceases to run when mediation is resorted to
until closure.

Disputants are required to attend mediation sessions
personally and cannot be represented by any other person
but can however be accompanied by any other person
including a lawyer who can assist the disputant to reach a
solution.
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The mediation is brought to a close either by
settlement agreed to by the disputants or when no
settlement is possible. Where a settlement is reached, a
Mediated Settlement Agreement is entered into and
signed by the disputants. Such an Agreement is valid and
binding as between the parties and is enforceable.
Although valid and legally binding, a party can also apply
to court to obtain a decree based on the settlement
agreement, using the petition and an affidavit procedure.
The grant of a decree can be objected to, only on specific
grounds set out in the Act. Where a settlement is not
reached, a certificate of non-settlement is issued.
Importantly, as mentioned previously, unlike in the two
community mediation statutes, this Bill does not establish
any new entities or panels or boards and does not provide
for mandatory reference to mediation.

Now, Sir, let us look at what the situation is globally.
There have been some global developments. Globally,
mediation is increasingly used for the resolution of many
categories of disputes including commercial disputes,
intellectual property disputes, family disputes and
investor-State disputes, and many countries have enacted
mediation legislation because of the benefits it offers.

If we take examples of mediation initiatives in other
countries, India passed a new Mediation Act in 2023.
Singapore is a thriving mediation service provider with
inspiring success stories and a sound legal framework.
The other countries in our region which have
institutionalized mediation are, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Maldive Islands.
The UK Government has made an ADR - Alternative
Dispute Resolution - pledge and has included provision in
their Civil Procedure Rules for a pro-ADR imperative
prior to litigation. Many other countries also have
institutionalized this principle. The European Union
adopted the Directive on Mediation in 2008. The USA
has a long history of using mediation, which is
extensively used in a wide range of disputes with the
Federal as well as State courts requiring reference to
mediation prior to a trial. Then, China provided
leadership to launch, in 2025, the International
Organization for Mediation - IOMed - intended to serve
as a permanent intergovernmental organization dedicated
to mediating international disputes, and to adopt the
Regulations on Commercial Mediation, which provide
for a dedicated administrative framework for commercial
mediation. Because of the increasing popularity of
mediation, international organizations such as the WIPO,
the ICC, and the IBA have introduced their own Rules
and offer dispute resolution services using mediation.
Those organizations previously offered only arbitration
services.

If we take the UN Mediation Convention, because
mediation has been extensively used to settle trade and
business disputes across the borders, the United Nations
adopted the Convention on International Settlement
Agreements Resulting from Mediation in 2018 to provide
a uniform framework for the enforcement for
international mediated settlement agreements. The UN
Mediation Convention is on mediation and the UN New
York Arbitration Convention is on arbitration. Sri Lanka
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signed that Convention in 2019 and enacted the
Recognition and Enforcement of International Settlement
Agreements Resulting from Mediation Act, No. 5 of 2024
in January, 2024, ratifying it. Sri Lanka was the 14®
country to ratify the Convention and as at now, the
number of ratifications has increased to 22.

UNCITRAL, which is the dedicated body established
by the United Nations to work on harmonizing trade laws
across the globe and which drafted the text for the UN
Convention, has also formulated a model law to govern
international mediations and their enforcement and also
has its own Mediation Rules as well as Guidelines for the
conduct of mediations.

The International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes - ICSID - of the World Bank Group, too,
established its Mediation Rules in 2022, specially
designed for the resolution of investment-related disputes.

So, all those show the global advancements in
mediation and that the Sri Lankan system is lagging
behind. It is to address that lacuna that this Bill has been
brought before Parliament today. If one is to ask the
question whether Sri Lanka is ready to provide mediation
services, the answer is, yes, Sri Lanka is ready.

Finally, I ask all of you, even the Members of the
Opposition, to support this Bill as it would be extremely
beneficial to the country. Thank you very much.

L@ 30018588 @O GE.
QST STHISSNMUIDLILIGN DD
Question proposed.

OO DIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You
have 15 minutes.

Order please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.

FNDGO DT W INBWHO Fewmewssy 9O Hews,
Bowlehs @Oznemn® [oc (eed¢s) S8 @i Owom]
Boes2390;8) Ses.

YSATLID S, LWOTOITLIING FUTBITUISBT YUTHOT YYsbHTTFGS 0169y
YsVGa, LITHF FLTBTWST Yeuiser [wrevryllg (weusgluii) ravei
FITSV]] HEDVHLD 62B)55/TTT 55 61T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER

SPEAKER [ THE HON. (DR.) RI ZVIE SALIH

[ . .11.11]

@G Da®C ©®e ¢essnwem OWm
(wressTyfl@ FTOT FOUS SFBTIWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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@G IOE I¥snwem Bwm (yDrwm, DW@be w©®
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(reTLdlE Liosv THBT WSS - Guird@eursgi,
QBB ehFTeweVHET HMHD  BHT YLlalHSd HewLEFFHLD
LTI TEBLOGTDE FenLI (PHeVau(HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

298 8Sedcs.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

0 Bewds mG250eno
(orenryflg Lrgléd suThTwsT SjeuTssir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?

O BOE S¥znGzm Dvmo
(oress G LNoed THBI&Es)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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O Da®C 3O ¢esvrwG® O
(orewTfl@ FTOT FIOLIG SFBTWIGHS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

O BOE S¥mGH D™
(orewryfl@ LNwev J{a_’f,'r_r,rru_lé;a;)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O Do®G 3@ ¢esrrwzm O
(oressTyLll@ FTLT FOUS SFBTWSS)
(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

5

, lab

" Forest Conservation
Department
Forest Conservation Department

) 21

, World Food ...,
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@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, you have two

more minutes.

O D9IOS @2 cesrnozm DV
(DTG FTIOT FIDUS SFBTUIGS)
(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

- SLTB
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-/ /
OO BOE Simnem Dwmo
(orerLdl @ L rEmrwds)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O Do®C 3@ ¢essrwm O
(oressTyfl@ FTOT FOUS SFBTWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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attack
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@0 Bewdus 065 ,
(oressryflg Urdld surprusi Hjeuigser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

OC DI®C 8Os cesznwGz O
(oressTfl@ FTOr FOUS SFBTWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, you have nine

minutek. 7

[

11.30]

@G BB BB SedBon Dnsidws
(wrerflg L ggsremfl (Fpwg) adlpef ol Gedkion)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Disputes) Bill

Mediation (Civil and Commercial
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record ,

O Da®C 3O ¢esvrwGm O
(oressTyfl@ FTOT FOUS SFBTWSS)
(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake) load
Sir, T rise to a point of Order.

G Beardss HAO1BNEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, I will give you
30 seconds.

O Do®C 3@ ¢esrwz O
(oressTyLll@ FTLT FOUS SFBTWSS)

(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)

points of Order . . J

18
®0 BewTss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, you may continue.

oG BB BB SedBon On®a

(wrawflg slLgsreanfl (Spwg) alpafl elGepdhian)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
mention ,

, 2025 1.13

circuit courts
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G Berdss HSO15NEHD )

(oreryll@ Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan. You have
eight minutes.

502

[ap.L1. 11.40]

@0 I GeTwsy Owmo

(wrerflg ehrarepds uf Cpes)

(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)

Cxerrey Ulrgld surprusi euisGer, @)eTewmis Fleorid
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@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, your time is up.

@0 I GerTwsy Owmo
(wrewr il erarepds uof Cpesi)

(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)
Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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SBiGHaTE 2 arensll  uulpAepwud PSS HESDTTSHeT.
oTesflemId,  SeuUTHEhdBEG — (B)TenI  BWLETD  eupBIGL
uLeilvemsv. #BsF eweusFlwsgiemmenws BrwissT FEHF

BT iged gilallmss) CFinuailssnsy sTaTMTD, SjeuidsT 6THIE,
QeeTmd Cgriflevsuriitisnuls Qup Wrywrsl. HsCeu, FBHF
mausFlwGgiempuiled UL Sms GQuDDauTHEhdHE 2 flw
BIWLDSTHBIGEDET 2 L Tiquirs eupnis Ceusr(HOlwerd  gn i,

TGOSl 2 e Tewil Blewmey GlFFlsT@mest. Bedrnjl.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Susantha Dodawatta. You have nine
minutes.
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©G BBt gessi® @t dnln Swmo
(omrewr i@ FLL SFremtl H5bs CBTLToushs)
(The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, Attorney-at-Law)
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16 , . (wreryflg gl Qeupréd) 1 6
16 (The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)

24

®0 Bewrdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, this is'the time for the main
Business. You can ask it on another day, Hon. Member.

©0 B 0D¢qsd8 Pwma
(revrLfl@ Hedlls Cleug oy rddl)
(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
Okay.

®0 BewTss G506
(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr) 2.200
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, your time is up 40

@G BBk ggessi® @tdsln Swmo .
(orerflg FLSsremi Hebs OSTLTOUSS) 5
(The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, Attorney-at-Law)

, 2020
body scanner machine

. body scanner machine
220, 230, 240

body scanner machine
CCTV .

G Berdss HSO1zNEHD )

(oreryll@ Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi. You have five minutes.
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®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama. You have nine
minutes.

[ . . 12.05]

o0 BB ¢1.8. geddn® Svm

(oreryll@ FlLssrent w,. . oGuaidrio)

(The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, Attorney-at-Law)
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fair hearing '

®0 Bewdss 50965
(orevwsryLilg Lrdld FUTBTWST SjeuiTs6T) case disposal rate
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker) fair hearing
Next, the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekera. You have 13 case disposal rate
minutes.

[ . . 12.13] Caurt of
Appeal

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wressryll@ #LLsgrent swrdP wGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law) , fair hearing

mediation system -1998, 1999

271
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@G ©8ve BB Ovmo
(wrehrflE wanlbs ewdbion)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

-/ )

@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wresryll@ FULSgrent swrdp mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

6 Bearadss HOzEDDO)

(orevwsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SjauiTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, he did not mention your name.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wressryll@ #ULSgrent swrdm owGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

/ 7

@G ©8vIe BB Owmo
(wrehr e wanlbs ewdbion)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

@G BBeg 5088 vweEdms Ovmo
(wrewryll@ FLSgremtl swrdm owCsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

, [ v

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you 30 seconds, Hon. Jayasinghe.

@G BBt 3088 Bwedmo Onmn
(wressryll@ #LLSgrent swrdP wGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedms dnmo

(oresryfl@ FLSgrent swrdpP owGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Now, we have to suspend the Sitting, Sir; it is 12.30
p.m.

©C O8sTe Bweon Dwmo
(1omevsTLyfl@ oanflbs g2widlBian)

(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

No, no. Sir, he mentioned my name.

@S Bewdus G151 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, your name was not mentioned, Hon. Deputy
Minister. But, the Hon. Member wanted it clarified when
hewoundup.-[ | nt errupti on. ]

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedms dnmo

(wressryfl@ F L Sgrent swrdn) owGassr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, At me?— -Law)

Sir, it is not relevant to his Ministry. He is the Deputy
Minister of Labour.

O OB BweBown Owmo
(wrevr @ wanlbs gubian)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)

[ )

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, that is totally irrelevant.

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

dedS® 30 oenmed »0mE®O ¢HQo» &Y, @.wo.
1.000 2202 8050 &
gLy Yoty G ppgsir (),

.11

1.00  wewfldgy

Sir, his name was not mentioned. -[ | nt er r u p t #2006k yjorwrdpy.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)
(orerfl@ Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, his name was not mentioned. - [ | nt er r up tTheQéh-

Anyway, Hon. Deputy Minister, if you want to clarify, I

will give you30seconds.-[ | nt errupti on.

@G BBeg 5088 vwedms Onmo
(wresryll@ FULSgrent swrdm wGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

]

Sitting accordingly
®S Bewdsns OD151EmR )
(oressryfl@ Wrdléd surprwsi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. lijputy Speaker)

K.M. Aslam, please.

[L.1. 1.00]

@G 90.023.098. ¢8O Swm
(omesrLyifl@ eTib.B%.6TID. HyeTVSVID)
(The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam)

There is nothing to clarify, Sir. -[ I nt er r upt i 0 Rgh Qserres rgs surprust oaisGar Gsrermu

®6 Beradss mOzEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You wanted him to clarify, Hon. Member, when you
woundup.-[ | nterruption. ]

Sleorid W Flwegd (Gpullwed wHOID euTsSeL1 LilewTd@esiT)
FlLeypeld GQsriiurer ellurgd BHewL G LDHMISHG6s T (H

B phaHedTmg.  gH6BaTCeu TG BT Ig6D LGSV
FeOLIGZET — FLLID BewL_(Lpsmmuilsd 2 _6iTerg| 6TEITLIG)
TBISEHRSEGHS Ty, @)BsF FLLID  FDUBSLOTSS

@O hensulled, BTiiged epeTn WPoHBEWLDTET FL L BidsT

suspended
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(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella. You
have nine minutes.

[1.10 p.m.]

@G BB O8I0 BBy FE OvIda

(orerflg FLssrent (Hmwa) Filbslrrest sliflersvGev)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, first of all, I would like to thank
you for giving me time to speak on this very important
piece of legislation titled the Mediation (Civil and
Commercial Disputes) Bill that has been presented today.
It is indeed a positive and a long-awaited piece of
legislation. So, I would like to congratulate the Hon.
Minister for presenting it today.

Integrating mediation into legislation gives formal
recognition to alternative dispute resolution, making the
process enforceable, predictable and trustworthy. In
particular, the Sri Lankan courts are burdened with a
massive backlog of approximately 1.1 million unresolved
civil and criminal cases. Therefore, alternative dispute
resolution methods such as mediation, bypassing the
traditional court litigation will eventually ease that
burden.

Further, Sir, it would also reduce the cost for litigants
because we know that in Sri Lanka, the cost of litigation
is very high. If a particular person has an issue and he
decides to go for mediation, it would definitely reduce the
cost of litigation. So, overall, I would say this is a very
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positive move as it not only encourages the use of
mediation, but also inspires trust in the process and in
those who administer it.

However, Hon. Minister, I would like to point out a
few areas of concern in the new piece of legislation. In
particular, I draw your attention to Clause 2(1) of the Bill.
It states that mediation could be initiated either by a
mediation agreement, a court order or by a voluntary
referral by a party to the dispute. The issue I have is with
regard to this voluntary referral to mediation by one party
to the dispute because it implies that one party alone
could trigger mediation. So, essentially, even though
there is no specific agreement, if one party wishes to go
into mediation, it could do so. Basically, that, I feel,
contradicts the basic principle that mediation requires the
consent of all parties.

Further, Hon. Minister, I would like to draw your
attention to Clause 5 of the Bill, which statutorily bars the
court from entertaining a dispute merely because
mediation has commenced, even in the absence of a
mediation agreement. It forces parties to stay out of court
until mediation certifies non-settlement, and that could
turn mediation into a procedural deadlock. So, basically,
this requirement of the non-settlement certificate could be
used by parties to delay the whole dispute resolution
process. In particular, you could have a litigant who, in
bad faith, wants to delay the resolving of a particular
dispute, especially in the case of unlawful rent and so on
and so forth. So, that could definitely be taken on by
such a party. For example, Hon. Minister, under
Singapore's Mediation Act of 2017, the courts can only
stay proceedings when there is a formal agreement. But,
like I said before, in Sri Lanka, even in the absence of a
formal agreement, if one party wants to go into
mediation, it could do so and, in that event, the other
party cannot go into litigation. So, that kind of act,
basically, goes against the concept of mediation.

The other thing is the requirement of a Mediation
Service Provider. That essentially means that if the
parties wish to obtain the services of a mediator who is
well-versed in a particular industry, they are precluded
from doing so because they have to go with a registered
service provider, which could create some sort of
bureaucracy.

Overall, I would say that the Act could be looked at
positively, especially in terms of Clause 19 of the Bill,
which states that the Settlement Agreement is a legally
binding agreement and also Clause 22, which states that
the Settlement Agreement could converted into a decree
of court by the High Court. So, those are, essentially,
positive steps you could take towards improving it and I
hope the Hon. Minister would take in our suggestions
favourably as we all want to ensure that the delay in our
court system is minimized.



523 2026

@G BBeg 8B 55068 Svmo
(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi QDT Q4T BHTessTTILdSSTT)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

298 83eddes.
GTUPBSITIT.
rose.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)
(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister, you can clarify.

o6 BB wven 506mNS OHm
(oreTLfl@ FLLSSTenil aDiages BHressTTidheTy)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

I am grateful and respectfully thank her for her
very constructive contribution.

However, Hon. Member, I would like to invite your
attention to Clause 2(1) of the Bill, which refers to a party
to mediation. You raised the point that it allows one party
to drag the matter into mediation. But, that is not the
thrust of the matter. One party may request for mediation,
but if the other party does not agree to it, then it would
not go into mediation. So, that is the point I wanted to
clarify to you. A party could request for mediation, but if
both parties do not agree, I mean, by the definition of
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mediation itself, it would not be referred for mediation. -
[ I nt er, rWe will hagera chht later on that, as we
are running out of time. But, anyway, thank you for
raising it.

@0 Beadss mODNemR®
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi HjeuTser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is a good clarification.

Next, the Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe. You have nine
minutes.

[ . . 1.19]

o6 ©8se Boewdus
3@ ®)

(oressryfl@ wadlbhs Lwdnian - Osrflev Lrd ewwss)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of
Labour)
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@6 Berdss mOrBNEHRO)

(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker) |

Order, please! Does the House agree to extend the
time until the current Business is concluded?

636'( @53"@861

(revrLyfl@ 2 miliiestigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

00 Beweds mOnemn®
(oressryfl@ Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Hon. Deputy Minister, you have two minutes left.

O OBxTe BweBorn Dwmo
(wrevrfl@ wanlbs gudbian)
(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
2024
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aflsorr l(Blbs LI (B), 6TDmYs GClsmersmLiLiL L ).
YSOTLIG., FL L_EAPSVLD Q)T6O0TL_TLD (WPsM) LOBIIIL_LIL1L L /.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second

O 8O ©wles22O estpr 8®8» Sus:

"vma emOsm gbes es8Be®sYn W0 e380OmO ey O8cs
G2 @." - [o0; w8ees 2222622990 wzma]
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"FLL@pevh  apapll  LITTTEGLOSTDEG GUPeYSEGF FrL L LiiBwrs.” -
[wrasTLyflg amiagsr pravrrwssmy]

Resol ved:

‘That the
-[ The Hon.

Bill be
Har shana

referred to
Nanayakkar a

002 858020005 e DD &
[0 Bewdehs 22302298 §@oes2320;8 Ses. |

Supailsh Qyrmuiii’ L gj.
[ty LNTBIF FLTBIIWIST QYeuiser SemeasnL suBlGSTiGer. ]

Considered -in Committee.
/THE HON. DEPARHR thé¢ Chair.

1 80 30 emal Do278 s emQdsend emdeszt wdwd
BIws g2 @l Bowlo wo» GE.

Ioy1b ouresgslailmnms 3 Bytb ures ouewr FL L ApVUGHINT LIGSMUITS
B CousmmG)olwerds sr” 1 ewerull_ i 1 gj.

Clauses 1 to 30 ordered to

a

st andQueastti corf ptuhte,
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YL L UWNIT  FL L APUSHINT  LIGHUITE (35S CeusiT(h)6losards

S 1_swemuil_ i1 gy.

Schedul e ordered to stand part of |
g Dosye s emO®sens emideunt w;Swed HJw
@pel Hewla wom @&
FLLIOTE UTFSLD FL L PSSO LIGHMITS (3)hdhs Gersmt(h)6losrds
S L swemull_ LI’ 1 gy
Enacting Clause ordered to stand p:
2200w o2 emHOsend et w;Swd HIw gnwel
BHewlo mom G&.
SWVLIL)  FLLCPVEGHIDT  LGHWTs (3 ids  Cousrpolwers
S 1_swemull_ i1 gy
Title ordered to stand part of the

o2 emGOsm, 8300l PO D:8m Mo RE.
FL L apevid Bl ymisens GClFuiwi L g).

Bi Il reported without Amendment.

@G BBeg w8uem 5305086 Swmo
(oreTLydl@ FLL_SSHTemntl aniagest HresTmwidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move,

"That the Bill be now read the Third time."

Sir, I also request permission to correct the language
errors, typographical errors, . grammatical errors,
numerical errors in the Bill and to make consequential
amendments to the Bill.

G S8z &Y, wwr @@z Sas.
sz emd@sm SO0 emmEd VO» O0 Bwdr 6OO»
20 G&.

afleorm aflBlasLILIL B), 6TDmI%CETEIremLILIL L g

YSEITLIY., FLL_@pevLD APSTTLOAPEOD wF L G
Blswm Coummeii 1 gj.
Question put, and agreed to.
tBimel. accordingly read the Third ti

83083008 0 €D R & geBIBIBIS

80eweIBm0 B e® vrmm: Bwedw

GDHmailuied &(HLoBISETsV LITeLIT

2 gallweflghsHsv FI L 1 HL_L emer

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS
ACT: ORDER

Committee of the whol
O BB wluem 5305068 Svmo
(oressrfl@ FL L SSTewll aniagesr HresnrmwidhssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

e Parliament.

“That the Order made by the Minister of Justice and National
Integration under Section 2 of the Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters Act, No. 25 of 2002 in respect of the Treaty between the
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
the Government of the Republic of Maldives signed in July, 2025
and published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2470/04 of 05th
January, 2026, which was presented on 19.05.2026, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

gamas 88z &Y, wws e3O@z» Ses.
oot GG HLILIL () sTHmIS ClBmeremLiiL g

Bandd .agreed to.
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phHeailiy]
ADJOURNMENT

@G BB w8ven 53508WHC O (g8Hsen w5
BB SR o525 ®0)

(Tl FLLSsreni apiaser BrevTTwssETr - G
wHmId CHAw @HeLILTL(H SeDLOFFiT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I move,

"That the Parliament do now adjourn."

e 5008588 WO GE.
o1 TBSS b LILI G LIHDS).
Question proposed.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Adjournment Motion to be moved by the

Hon. Kabir Hashim. You have 18 minutes, Hon. Member.

0e@d DEBH®1 §88m mFOwW
BrLigeiT HCUTENSW CILUITHOTTSTT BlewsVeNLD
CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY

O 38 HBO Dwmo
(orenryfl@ &5 apafid)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, according to the new Central
Bank of Sri Lanka Act, No 16 of 2023, Section 6(1)
specifies that the primary objective of the Central Bank is
to achieve and maintain domestic price stability and
Section 6(3)or¢guirgs the Central Bank to support. The
Government draws the economic policy, but output
stabilization is not an equal objective of the Central Bank.
Basically, the Central Bank has violated the Act by doing
open market operations and at the same time, the
Government has not been doing its job. That is why the
Government is responsible because it has not done its job
of output targeting or fiscal stimulation. They have only

- Open Market Operation  been harassing the public with taxes, pushing and
- , charging more and more from them other than increasing
the aggregate demand in the market.
- sterilization operation -
202926
- - Flexible inflation targeting
(1)
So, this
is a policy error. There has definitely been some policy error,
both on the part of the Government and the Central Bank. ,
The Government is the full cause for this. They have to take
the responsibility and the Central Bank has to take equal ' s
responsibility. )
331 . VAT
. 340 ;
331 , 340 . . . '
.. o - disposable income - .
this is not a structural stabilization.
aggregate demand ?
; 2025 , '
1.4 , '
1.7
300 ' _ 2023
flexible inflation targeting - g 5
3 plus or minus two per cent
3.6 ,
2 5
? 32
2 plus or minus one per cent
JVP
System 2024 IMF
change 2025 S
Bol ? ,
website , 20 2MF
113 . .
US Dollars 113 million is the greenfield investment that has -3 2

come into this country in the whole of 2025! That is really
absurd. So, what has the Government actually done?

? , - Productivity
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Index - 2 Productivity Index
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System change .
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JVP .
327 . )
340 ,
13
2024
36
36
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26

26

, 60

VAT

TIN

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryfl@ Lhrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy- Speaker)

Hon. Kabir Hashim, your time is over.
327

OC 238 v8O Dwmo
29 aDﬂ'Gb"ﬂ'L'Lﬂ@ 17T amefid)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

I will wind up, Sir.
327
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®G; Bewdss 1506

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka to second the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Kabir Hashim.
You have 11 minutes, Hon. Member.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam to the Chair?

@G (§908w) 8 ovBced dwm (98w

8080, ©wO1S Poven ©wH» YHh BIICHBIOD

8@ ®0)

(wreryfle  (seorBldl) o ured usTellevGs - FHrrdw

el Bsbg, Fopslt uTSHISTUL LHMID Feps Uil (Hend

O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community

Empowerment)

Sir, 1 propose that the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam do now
take the Chair.

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.

o Bl HLILIL (B) eTHms CIBTeTemLILIL L g).

Question put, and agreed to.

gDGO 00 Bewlehs @ inwmn®@ Grwmewssy o=
Howsy, @d; 98.64.88. @eIp® Owm G208 Sas.

YSOTLIDS, LOTERTLILO] S LAr&s FLITBTUIST YU 6T
YSBNTTFATS B 0T YHVGa), 1omeoTLIE  6TLD. B.6TLD.  GY6rVsVLD
GYUTHET HEDVSDLD UBI5 T H6NT.

Wher eupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
THE HON. M. K. M. ASLAM took the Chair.

[ . . 1.55]

O OB WO FIBED w0
(omevT L@ SWhHS HHENTTSVEHS)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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292

DO YRoe306:e) OIE @ ’
(oressTyfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

1

[ . . 2.06]
®0; 61957 BedSS ®wmn

: (wreryllg meusir el Geafr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera)
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geopolitical environment

SWhat has this NPP
Government actually done?"

I would like to draw your
attention to the Central Bank Report presented in 2025.
What have we done as a Government? What have we
achieved as a Government? The IMF projection was
basically a 3.5 per cent economic growth, but as a
Government working with very significant and important
policies, we had been able to achieve a 5 per cent
economic progress in that year.

Not only that, there were many other instances we can
show you, where we had achieved a lot in 2025. 2025
highest remittances -

We have been able to mark it as a landmark year in

11 540

prediction

GIS

"The most immediate,

long-term economic danger lies not in fuel prices
themselves, but in rising food costs and disruptions to the
production of advanced technology".

Middle East crisis

Fertilizer markets,
which depend heavily on ammonia, urea and natural gas
from the Gulf, are facing major long-term risks due to
disruptions in the. Strait of Hormuz. The blockades
caused prices to soar by 30 to 40 per cent in March, while

remittances. highest export  pjtrogen costs have doubled compared with 2024 levels.
camings : ) - 'As of May, 2 0 2 frices remain elevated, with the global
fertilizer index projected to rise over 30 per cent for the
year amid persistent supply risks and rerouting
challenges."
2025
, 30 , 40 ,
4 )
GDP 4
, , UNDP Report
500 , :
" 10 "
» "Military escalation in Middle East could push more than 30
million people into poverty worldwide, .... "
2025
2026 ,
, 2026 300
UNDP Report
UNDP Report )

- world GDP - 2.5
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"The High Court Judge underscored the far-reaching
consequences of corruption in State institutions,
observing that such misconduct not only damages the
country's economy, but has also contributed to its
economic downfall."

OO o306 OsIE®o
(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

[ . . 2.16]

®G 8.8. Doz vz
(oreryfl@ 1g.6f. Frerss)
(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)

compare
, reserves

reserves 2

growth rate ,

542
? 2022
129 . ,
2
IMF ,
5
8
2022 )
3,000
Global Remit. Global Remit
Global Remit .
5
Glpbal Remit
. Global
Remit agent visiting cards
"5
3,000
_block " BoC -
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Embassy )
Embassy calorific value
. , Load Port
market . Report calorific value
loan 25 reject
Global Remit
3
, leaflet
?
calorific value
eI *
, loan 25
Global Remit
3 . OO Roe306:e) OIE @
. (oressTyfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
, " ,  Embassy " (The Hon. Presiding Member)
Embassy Embassy ,
Embassy Embassy
[ 25]
O3S OemdE Crseszfe Dwmo
(oressryifl@ wCarTey FregLFag)
, (The Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha)
renew embassy
forms embassy
passport
asylum visa . ,
? Embassy
fenew
renew
, ?
renew
Embassy ? ,

Embassy

* gedmmged D .
* preflewais sl sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Pl aced in the Library.
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dairy hubs

©C §Roe8500:) OB ®o
(omessTyifl @ HeWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sjeuissir)
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