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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.

Bedemd

Y SV INTNE 3515
ANNOUNCEMENTS

33008 meE OBsY 530w YIEHWEB W 5B
856 28E8e®sIn OIEOC 1530 wde® 85D1w
g0® KRB
allewrey EHFVELPSVLD LITTTEHLOGITM
2 MIULISTT&Eh%EE RURIGL LSSHSSU|LD
RWBIGL USSTHDSU|D YIS D% T
CFVEMEUS FH6EWM I 6V
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PAPERS PRESENTED

®  Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development under Section 10A of the Customs Ordinance
(Chapter 235) as amended by Act, No. 83 of 1988 and published in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2488/56 of 15t May, 2026; and

®  Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development under Section 10A of the Customs Ordinance
(Chapter 235) as amended by Act, No. 83 of 1988 and published in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2488/69 of 17t May, 2026. - [The Hon.
(Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of the
Committee on Public Finance, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on the -

(1)  Rules under Section 105 read with Sections 106

and 78(b) of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act,
No. 16 of 2023 (Published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2479/54 of 12" March, 2026);
and

(i)  Rules under Section 105 read with Sections 7(1)

(c) and Part VI of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
Act, No. 16 of 2023 (Published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2492/10 of 09" June, 2026),

which were referred to the said Committee.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
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Education)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oreryll@ FLssrent ojTegver &efou Crardlbian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Standing Order No. 91(a).

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 OIEn®), VIS OO O Standing Order gom
Doy Oxo. Standing Order No. 91(a)Dc Bedsiesy 0O
O,
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(oreryll@ FLssrent! OjTerver #efou Ceardlhian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I want just a small clarification. The Hon. Prime
Minister agreed. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

No, no. ©6; & WOV ONERHOA, BIHS
yBm@ gOBIBY. [Daids BE5O]

@G BBeg gbym 980 ewdn 8o Owmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L sgremtl ojireguer sefeu Caerdlhian)
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Sir, it is a small clarification that I seek.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, it is just a small clarification. - [Interruption.]
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(oreryll@ FLssrent 9jTerver sefou Ceardlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIn®ed point of Order &2 e@imxe?

@G BBt @8ym 1980 ewdniown Swmo

(omevsrLll@ FL_L Sgremtl oieguet Fefou Caerdlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, Standing Order No. 38(7) under "Questions to be

Asked from the Prime Minister" states, I quote:

“After the Prime Minister has answered any question, the Member
who asked the question may ask two supplementary questions. Any
other Member of Parliament with the permission from the Member
asking the question may ask one or more of the supplementary
questions:”

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
You ask, Hon. Member. Go ahead, no problem.

@G BBt ¢bym 1980 ewdniown Swmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L s remt] ojiregueT Fefou Caeardlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
After you, Hon. Karunanayake. Have you finished?

®G 08 S BNBE D0
(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
You go ahead; you may ask the question.-

[Interruption.]

oG IOF oFnem Oum (¥Diws), DWde w©ww»
208m @080  g®wmds  ©ww  EEedxsined
8BWIZNBDR )

(orerLyidl@ Lilosd THBT WSS - Guirdgeaursgl,
CBHEhFTemVSST WHMID BT LNl S ewLdFF LD
LTI TEBLOGTDS FeDLI (P66 (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

g ecm anEed 805t osfen.

@G BBeg abym 1980 edmBow Owmo

(orenrllg L ssrent! |Tegver #efou CrardlBian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
It states that any other Member can ask questions.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST SyeuTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oreryllg gL ssrentl ojregver argfou Ceardlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
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OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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© BBt ¢8ym 980 ewdniown Swmo

(wrevryfl@ FLULSgremt ieguer &efou Creardmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

®ew® ozpedd. Sir, did you read the Standing Order?
It states, "Any other Member of Parliament with the
permission from the Member asking the question may ask
one or more of the supplementary questions:”

@O0 QBNWD O
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(1) number of school dropouts in each year
from 2010 up to now, separately;

(i) age groups to which the said school
dropouts belong;

(iii) number of such school dropouts in each
district, separately;

(iv) common reasons that have forced children
to drop out of school; and

(v) solutions that will be provided by the
Government to address this issue?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

(1) whether the Government is conducting a
formal study on the above issue; and

(ii)  if not, whether she accepts that such a study
should be conducted urgently?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social

Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) the amount of monthly living assistance
paid for persons with disabilities;

(if)  the total current recipients of this allowance;

(iii) the number of new applicants eligible for
the said allowance; and

(iv) whether multiple persons with disabilities in
a family are entitled to receive such
assistance?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the criteria for selecting eligible
beneficiaries to give the monthly living
assistance;

(i) the method for determining low-income
levels for this purpose;

(iii) whether the persons with disabilities who
are beneficiaries of "Aswesuma" or other
livelihood support face any obstacles in
obtaining this allowance;

(iv) the total amount allocated by Budget, 2026
for the payment of disability allowance;

(v) whether applicants must remain on a
waiting list; and

(vi) whether it is possible to formulate a specific
mechanism to pay the disability allowance
Islandwide on a fixed date each month?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you, Sir.

I refer to Standing Oder No. 92(2) - "Points of Order"
- which states, I quote:

"(a) A member may in any proceedings question whether proper
procedures have been or are being followed by making a point
of order except at a time when a division is in progress.

(b) In making a point of order, a member may not speak for
more than one minute and may not speak on the question under
consideration."

Sir, I raise a point of Order and I should have been
given, at least, one minute to explain. And, you have no
right to tell me, "®&wd ¢oen".

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
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(The Hon. Speaker)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
I have to be given a minute.- [Interruption.]

It is stated here. You have to give me one minute to
explain. You cannot decide whether it is true or not. You
have to listen to me first.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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asked the Minister of Environment:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) the total population of wild elephants in Sri
Lanka; and

(i) whether there has been an increase in the
population of wild elephants as per the
latest census of wild elephants?

(b) Will he state -

(1) the names of the districts from which
human-elephant conflicts are reported;

(if) separately, the number of wild elephant
deaths and human fatalities that had
occurred in the Kurunegala District due to
human-elephant conflict in the year 2025;

(iii) whether any special characteristics of wild
elephant behaviour have been identified in
the Galgamuwa, Ehetuwewa, Ambanpola
and Giribawa Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions; and

(iv) if so, the nature of such characteristics?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, I am referring to Standing Order No. 91(h), which
states, I quote:
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“No Member shall make any imputation of improper motives
against another Member, or make reference to personal affairs of
another Member;”
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CHILAW PLANTATIONS LIMITED: LOANS PROVIDED TO
GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS
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(@) QerCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Chilaw Plantations Limited has
provided loans to other government
institutions during the past 20 years;

(i) if so, the names of such government
institutions;

(iii)  the basis on which such loans were granted;
and

(iv) the amount of the loan provided to those
institutions, separately for each institution?
(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

(i) amount of loans recovered from those
institutions as at 31.12.2025;

(if) total amount of outstanding loan balances;
and

(i) measures taken to those

outstanding loan amounts?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

recover

o6 0.8, 8@sn BesicTny Lwmo (D188 ww Yy
@OBE BVEDO §@omsry®o)

(wresryflg Cs.af. Fwhs alswrrser - QuEHBEHTLL
WHMID Feps 2 L S L_eDIOLIL| UFSH6T HeHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of
Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

)
(vi)

whether medical equipment and other
equipment have been donated by donors to
the Welikanda Base Hospital and the
Polonnaruwa General Hospital during the
COVID-19 pandemic period;

if so, the names and the addresses of such
donors;

whether there is a register of the equipment
so donated;

if so, the names of those equipment and
their respective quantities, separately;

whether those equipment have been

recorded in the hospital inventory; and

if so, the relevant inventory numbers
assigned to them?

Will he also inform this House -
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(M)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
V)

whether the equipment referred to in (a) (iii)
above had been given to any other
hospitals;

if so, the names of such hospitals and the
equipment provided and their respective
quantities;

whether there is any shortfall between the
quantity of equipment received as donations
and the quantity of equipment currently
available;

if so, the reasons for such shortfall; and

the names of the Medical Directors who had
been in service at the hospitals referred to in
(a) (1) above during the said period?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Fou sl 9Crilw rerhiswd, Foudh HCrilw  wesTeri
Feowrerr Ller Ligiev ererv 960 Fayg, Crown  Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to Sri
Lanka His Excellency Khalid bin Hamoud Alkahtani
Gurerpeuisep @)hs susslsmear GuhOsTaTouglsd Fls
FHEUTLD O\FeYISSHIHIMTTS6iT.

ClseTrey FUTBHTWST 9j6uiiaSer, 202690
YT(HHHTRT D THUTHEBST GCIGTL LIV (LpeiTemeudsssL
ul (herar  HWATHHES  GDDFFTLHEBT,  Bl(HUTSHS
paupiset  wHpid  BlF Yrawur@sst  GUIS5IE

FWrSeTorer allFryenesrQuwrsrenn Gumolsrersugsmn@Lb,
glisTevsHed  @eusurmresr  UlrFfemerasst  ewr(HId
THUL TS euensuilsd Seniuaiblss allGFL &ubleursTenm
Blwllssl, eanrdlseaflsst  BHevssT
pupewwwrs  Wermiley OCFIWL FHHRISETSH eWLOFIFELPEVLD
BLOUGSHMEEHmT  CHOSTTausHE@GHLD 66T
QFiwwrm @eueyufw FepLuilGe shisafll b aflBuwTsds
CaL_(hd GamrerdlesrGmedr.

FTihs el WBISe»er

o _flw

QEerrey LSSFTFT, FOW WOHMID HOTFTT (DI6U6VS6T
IDOWIFFT  euisGar, o BmKETIESH THIGEHEE BleWDhHS
pLGemasulHESleTngl. Wad Apliurer CFemeusnw [bhissT
QFiig) eumSlTH TH6T. pervedld FLowr LISTUTL (B H6IeueVS 6T
BleweTsHensH) o siter  BewrLsTevlt  LlrFflemesener
2 BIGEHWL W SHmVswulBe) Hidgieneadss (Plguh 6T6TM
BUGmS ThisEhbEG @)HSEDGI. bs suwmsullsd, @)bs
eTQEHSTeT ‘ang’ ghuT@hsst GCTL L) (peiTeweaudsL
Ul @srer GHnaFTL HHener sfHmid Carerdlyisearm?

9516058 Independent Inquiry Commission epsiremm

Imwsg  allFrrement  CuHOSETETUSDE — bL6UlgHNSB
TS TEHerT?
THisTVSSL  @eusurpresr  Llydflenesragssr  LFevur(hid

ghuLTs eumasuilsy Cumbarsreral(hdh@GH BL 6Ly &HendH6T
eT6dTEUT?

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B8 O, o (goddw) BB® 9BE owemd
&m0,

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FWNGO D WINBWRO Goewmewsy 9O Hewry,
Boewless mDznemn® [oc (e6d¢s) 8ed8 @l ©Owmif
Eoes2920;8) Scs.

GYSOTLIDG, 1OTRTLG  FLTBTUIST  YUTHET — YbBTTFSG
Bloflsirgy  ysevCay, LITHEFE  FumBTWET  Ysuiser [wmarLfg
(ewsugglwii) Msvweal] Fra]] HewevswLn 625]%%5 i H6IT.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

oG  (§D8s) BH® @BE ocwemd Swmo

(Bddms®, $odm 6y wdmBm D»OEH
3@ ®)
(wresryflg  (sevrplgl) adleflgin  waflv  GeF6aral -

LSSFTFT, FLOW LOPMILD HOTEFTT SHVIUVHET SeDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

o0 Boewdss w»Onemn®s, oo BEYC
O5IE D0 8 SBOTID O, BB ydm W On HBO



299 208Ee®xsInd 300

[0St (g0008) BBE® 9BE ewend @vmo]

8ERcH. 00 yIEmwd B8Enc; B0 ®® emd Wcwx
G 8Om0, ¥y e On. VNSO O ©® wewo
950® 88ybe B8Enow I e¢rIm®. @® ydmw ©wg
Peod »d 9O 8B8EnJd wmed BIOO ¢ B @m Coeds
BRI Bueeer»® Sod ©dew 4.30, 5.00 850 dmnc;
208Ee®@xIned d 83wi. & D1ed®, ®® vl mBYedsT ybe
D08500% (€D Bedmdr. & Beo 8B @cmm CHE 09
G 8Om0, IO 9w ewe YaEm B8R o
@I,

©2e® nBE.

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©0T Bewd®s mSisnemn®B, 9O ydmwed 8EnJd oo
20 e WE 9E 0 B8I5r0o.

@0 Beads mOBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Ministerial Statement by Minister of Public
Security and Parliamentary Affairs, the Hon. Ananda
Wijepala.
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question of Privilege to be raised by the Hon. (Ms.)
Lakmali Hemachandra.

Ddyesac: 2026.06.08 8 "BBC NEWS
SINHALA" @08 gd8ed sg m0» 3¢
8w
Amiyfenw: 2026.06.08 940 slag "BBC
NEWS SINHALA" @)snemriis;sars sy

Eeuefluil_LiLi’ L &13 51D

PRIVILEGE: ARTICLE PUBLISHED ON "BBC NEWS
SINHALA" WEBSITE ON 08.06.2026

oG BB CHDHE 0f®DsTe e®emdae

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent (Qesvall) suswred Canwsbdr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on the 05" of June, 2026, the
Women Parliamentarians' Caucus convened a discussion
on a high-profile child abuse case in Anuradhapura,
which has recently caused a great amount of public
debate and concern. The intention of the discussion was
to directly engage the relevant State agencies about the
developments in this case, especially to ensure that the
child victim receives adequate State support from all
authorities. Consequently, the Sri Lanka Police, the
Attorney-General’s Department, the National Child
Protection Authority and the Department of Probation
and Child Care Services were called to Parliament.

During the discussion, it was revealed that the child
has been identified as a victim in three separate court
proceedings against multiple suspects, which necessarily
entailed all State agencies to fully cooperate and assist
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each other to prevent further trauma to the victim and
guarantee protection for the victim. Considering there
were multiple court proceedings and ongoing
investigations, the Women Parliamentarians' Caucus
directed all officials attending the meeting to refrain from
commenting on the content of the discussion to third
parties.

The victim being a child and the agencies present at
the discussion being crucial institutions to protect her
rights to privacy, safety and dignity, the Women
Parliamentarians' Caucus advised the officials not to
engage with third parties regarding the content of the
discussion, causing any prejudice to the child’s rights to
seek justice and jeopardizing proceedings in the court or
ongoing investigations. All parties were informed that any
breach of information regarding the discussion with the
Women Parliamentarians' Caucus would result in the
Caucus invoking Parliamentary Privileges against such
breach. The Caucus is of the view that we, as Members of
the Parliament, have a higher duty of care towards the
legal rights of the child, which should not be politicized
for the gains of any individual, any political party or even
State officials. The Caucus also noted that details and
facts about the ongoing investigations had already been
exposed to outsiders, especially to the media. Portions of
this information was either fabricated, distorted or
untruthful.

On the 08" of June, 2026, I received a telephone call
from a journalist who identified himself as Sampath
Dissanayake from BBC Sinhala Service, who inquired
about the proceedings in Parliament in relation to the
Women Parliamentarians' Caucus Meeting on 05™ of June
2026. 1 informed the said journalist that proceedings in
the Caucus were confidential and the participants were
advised not to disclose any information to outsiders.
However, the said journalist confirmed that multiple
parties who attended the Meeting had discussed the
proceedings with outsiders. He refused to identify a single
informant.

Furthermore, on the 08" of June, 2026, the "BBC
News Sinhala" published an article containing untruthful
reports about the proceedings in the Women
Parliamentarians' Caucus, portraying the Members of the
Caucus and the proceedings of the Caucus in a negative
manner. Despite the journalist being made aware that in
the interest of the child, the proceedings are considered
confidential, he had relied on unverified and malicious
information undermining the proceedings in front of the
Caucus. Sir, I table* that an article for the Hon. Speaker's
reference.

The article reduces the proceedings of the Women
Parliamentarians' Caucus to gossip and unreliable
narrations, undermining the Women Parliamentarians'
Caucus and the general political representation of women
in Parliament.

* gedmmced D .
* preflewsiS sl sweussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

However, what is more concerning is the blatant
disregard for confidentiality that State officials have
displayed, even when they were requested to refrain from
engaging with outsiders regarding proceedings in
Parliament about a case involving a child. All parties
present at the Caucus Meeting on 05™ June were crucial
agencies handling cases involving children. The
untruthful depiction of the Women Parliamentarian’s
Caucus proceedings to the media and the public,
therefore, constitutes not just a breach of Parliamentary
Privileges, but also irresponsible conduct in relation to a
very high-profile child abuse incident, willfully
sabotaging the protection of the child’s interests.

In that context, I request the Hon. Speaker to refer this
article published on "BBC News Sinhala" website on 08"
June, 2026 to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges as
Sections 5, 6 and 7 of Part A of the Schedule of the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act have been
breached by the above-mentioned article.

Sir, give me two more minutes to clarify a few points
that had been raised after I submitted this Question of
Privilege.
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[06 BB eF@E 0f©dsTe 0®emBuw]

R0, E» wovww. & dfde® 88 eDew® ©w@ED
YR WEI, @O® gPewE BOIFY WdHmwun. & Bw e®
BOgn CHuBend B¢ BV edass8. S Bwo,-

@6 (000¢1) CrI®BNETY ¢85 Vs
(omevsr L@ (weudbBhwiT) @) TroBTHeiT i FH6TT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, - [Interruption.]

®G; Bewdss 1506

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will allow you later as you are the
next speaker.

oG BB CHDE 0f®DsTe e®emBae

(oreryllg L ssrent (QFsval) suswred Canwsbsr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

eO8 Cnws®Ide oy BRI ¢dasd. e®imwme, @8
Iy, gPown ©wO®ITTY mmdewn BEICD WO
ey, oxlB8s nely Sodam RBEe®2 CHwvHIDG
G020 WO By Om.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHR)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I think you have to stick to what you
have submitted. Now, you have gone on to add some
more.

@G BB CH@E 000 e®emBae

(omevsr i@ UL gremtl (QFsval) svdsomed Camsbdr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, please give me one more minute because this
concerns my reputation and these are matters raised
outside Parliament.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I think you have raised enough here; it is quite self-
explanatory.

oG BB CHHE 0f0DsTe e®emBae

(oreryllg FLsgrent] (QFsval) suswmed Canwabdr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

I know, Sir. Just give me one more minute, please. |
have not interrupted the Proceedings of Parliament
previously. This is a serious concern about a child. So,
Sir, please give me one more minute.

It goes on to state, "©® ©zIFOTw gog dEfSed® BHuwo
WO fB av3c® 6D BEO wOBBID 8@ ©¢dBERWO
C D @¥n BEIO® ©rsedesY edm EMENT CR ©¢B
88 208EBe®sin Diywg mBID »wEOO edOO ewddsyn
W0 BIO & BENET g¥md owes ¢iBw gnd Hed."

G Berdss HSO1zNEHD )

(oreryll@ Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you raised the same earlier.

oG BB CHOE 0f00sTg e®emBae

(oressrfl@ #LSsrent (QFsvall) suswred Canwsbdr)
(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I want to clarify this.

e®® dufde® Jwwsmde @de WO  eR®O
208Be®sIn OFOBwsTed wowew D85 BEBHTO ymd
»og, o BOITTY »HE BYE BOBD ¢DELOD, WO
2 91 2uHde0 »O® @8 & ©weITR moiey DOBed
Cwenwdw Goes RO aBaBs Dros Boe
2088e®sin O5FO8wrled wowew B8 wEmm Bw.
Oen® R, ¢ud B8 KNEI BeIHDo, GO GBwIw WDOE
By, @s0EsT 280 ©8 0um, 8B Wit WO
Ber BBO qdedndm g8 Ooywie w®dTTR  ydn ©n
WO . 8 B o Bewdss mONemn®B,
©@0e® B EED ymn HOBID D@8, ¢S1edR OB
DO EOWE  Swwswde @imw BB g8 nE®IO®
DRV Bedsm ID. ol BENEO dods DoRO=
Bedmrydn CHewwsmde gader BB00. & amd ®YsT ®Oyn
®OT a8 Bwmy dRemednineds’ »O8, a8 dYsy
O wamddy Wweg. En R 0D Bedmdr »®, a8 &
©BOITVeWs 9vn ICBHE WDBOIYD YR OB
25)(@1@8.

©O WIC® C ¢BIBNO ©Ne¥I® ERAB, O Bewdes
DNBNEDROA.

®0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, it will be referred to the Committee on
Ethics and Privileges.

O BBt a8y 980 eudn8.wn Swmo

(orevryfl@ FLLSgremt] ieguer sefou Caerdlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns OD150EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

o0 BBeg abdsy 1980 edmiewnr Owm

(oressryfl @ L Sgrent 9ieguer sgfou GFardlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we did not disturb her. I know
that she has concerns regarding whatever remarks that
had been made.

@0 Beadts mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

@G BBeg a8 1980 eudnr8own ®wmo

(orerfl@ L L_Ssrent 9 ieguer sefou Crardlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I would urge you to give the same opportunity to
the Opposition also because when the Opposition raises
such matters, you stop them. So, the same courtesy must
be extended both to the Government and the Opposition.
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It is because you are a reasonable person that I am saying
this. If the Speaker had been there, I would not have said
this.

6 Bearadss HAOzEDO)

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna to raise
the second matter of Privilege.

@G BBt @8ym 1980 ewdniown Swmo

(omevsrLll@ FLL sgremtl ojreguer sefou CFerdlhian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Just because the "Sabhanayaka” shouts, is one-sided
and biased, -

G Berdss HAOI1BNEHRO)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, would you please
raise your Question of Privilege?

@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Vs
(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwi) @ TmioBrEesr )i daHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

38 0@ ©¥8 BwuEs B¥2®, Jm Bud, "9 Bwo,
00D DOmwE BODI® DHE 0dxim BoeEs mike Oz off
DO, Vev® B»O® CHOE FODsIe OIEn8w ow
M DD WOBTes? emen®e? On8wed waBsY O
DG HOH; VWemI® S mSH. Dewn® time ecsiosy
@m00080¢? Den® MO g @DEO e¢sTH.

®G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, would you please
raise your matter of Privilege, which states "Request for
leave to raise an urgent Question of Privilege."

I

D0yese: B§@rend go0F®d Eah 8®

Apliyflewio: $@&hd LTHISTLIL aULPBIEHSH6V
PRIVILEGE: PROVISION OF ADEQUATE SECURITY

®C (@0D¢x1) Cr®BNETY ¢8DY 50 Vs
(orer Ll (sweugglwi) E)rmioprge o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I respectfully seek your
permission to raise an urgent Question of Privilege in
Parliament today concerning my personal safety, the
continued failure of the Government to provide adequate
security to me as a duly elected Member of Parliament
and the discriminatory treatment meted out to me as a
Representative of the Tamil minority community in
Parliament.

I draw your attention to the letter dated 05.06.2026
addressed to me by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Mr. Kushan
Jayaratne. The contents of this communication further
reinforce my long-standing concern regarding my
personal security and protection as a Member of
Parliament.

On numerous occasions, both through written
correspondence and Privilege Motions raised in this
House, I have informed the Speaker that my personal
safety remains under serious threat. I have repeatedly
emphasized that the Speaker bears the responsibility of
ensuring safety, security and protection of every Member
of Parliament without restriction, discrimination or
unequal treatment.

Unfortunately, despite my repeated requests and
representations, the Ministry of Defence of the present
Government has continuously failed to and refused to
provide even the minimum security protocol ordinarily
afforded to a Member of Parliament. Such failures have
exposed me to a significant personal risk while carrying
out my Parliamentary duties and public responsibilities.

Subsequently, after repeated requests, the Government
decided to issue me a personal firearm for self-protection.
I wish to place on record that I never desired to carry a
firearm as part of my political activities. However, due to
Government’s failure to provide adequate security, I was
compelled to rely on it for personal protection.

I further wish to draw the attention of Parliament to an
incident that occurred on my private land, which has been
the subject of a long-standing dispute. This matter
originated during the tenure of the previous Government
and involved former Minister Douglas Devananda,
against whom I have raised concerns and regarding
attempts to interfere with my ownership and possession of
the said land. I have already made a complaint and
provided statements before the Magistrate’s Court of
Mallakam in relation to this matter in 2023.

Several months ago, while acting pursuant to
permission granted by the learned Magistrate to enter the
land for cleaning and maintenance purposes, I was
confronted by individuals affiliated with the former
Minister’s political party. During this confrontation,
stones were thrown at me, creating an immediate threat to
my Secretary's and my personal safety. In response to that
threat, I removed the firearm issued for my personal
protection from my waist. However, I categorically state
that I did not discharge the firearm and not a single shot
was fired by me.

Following the circulation of media footage relating to
the incident, the Ilavalai Police instituted legal
proceedings against me despite the fact that I never used
the fircarm and merely possessed it for personal
protection. The matter is presently before courts and the
firearm remains in the custody of the Magistrate’s Court
of Mallakam.

I reiterate that I have never wished to engage in
politics while carrying a firearm. The unfortunate
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[0St (e0Dex) Cr®@s0esY abD8s @wmo]

circumstances arose solely because the Government failed
to provide appropriate security protocol and protection to
me as a sitting Member of Parliament.

Furthermore, I wish to place before Parliament that
prior to the above incident, I had already filed
proceedings before the Magistrate’s Court of Mallakam
concerning death threats directed against me by certain
Members of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi and certain
Pradeshiya Sabha members. At those proceedings, three
separate voice recordings were produced and the
preliminary investigation indicated that the voices
matched those of the individuals responsible for making
the threats. Those incidents demonstrate that the threats to
my life and safety are real, serious and directly connected
to my political activities.

In light of these circumstances, I respectfully submit
that the continued failure to provide adequate security to
me as a Member of Parliament constitutes a serious
breach of Parliamentary Privileges and interferes with my
ability to discharge my constitutional duties freely and
without fear.

Accordingly, I seek leave to raise a Question of
Privilege against -

1.  the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Defence;

the Hon. Deputy Minister of Defence; and

Mr. Priyantha Weerasooriya, Inspector General of
Police

for their failure to ensure the provision of adequate
security and protection to me as a duly elected Member of
Parliament despite repeated warnings, representations,
complaints and documented threats to my life and safety.

I respectfully request the Speaker to permit this matter
to be taken up as an urgent Question of Privilege in
Parliament today in order to safeguard the rights,
Privileges, security and independence of Members of
Parliament and to ensure that no Member is subjected to
discrimination, intimidation or danger while carrying out
his Parliamentary functions.

Sir, let me speak for a few more seconds. @® Privilege
Question ©2 ®® EnglishoB8s wopeom Bw® @0 HBdn
BRI, EMIE 008 WOeMD OB BB, @DEID GHD)
08B BuEr. @B CB@E 0dodsis Ox35nBw m meo
8508 95, Em wrdenBe, ©O Bewd®s DOILNEDRHOB?
28 Privilege Question d BwEo ¢o¥z0® Jeozs sentences
01808 Bueo 88 mOenm I Bumrdr. CBHE ew®dsTg
OEn8w @8 ©8Bed®sined vmd Bwdxmdl. How
does that happen, Sir? One day, you told me -

G Berdss HSO15NEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, your Question of
Privilege will be submitted to the Committee on Ethics
and Privileges.

@S (00D¢x1) Cr®BNETT ¢8DYs Bvmo
(orenrfl@ (sweudglwuir) @) TmrobrEeiT O)idaerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir.

OO 08 S eIBNGBE DWwD0
(orerfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Beradss BO1zER)

(omreworyllg Lrdld Furprusi Sauiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is your point of
Order?

OO 08 S EBNBE DWwD0

(omessrLyLfl@ Tall &mHewTTHTILdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, my reference is only as a Member of Parliament.
Had the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna been asked to
constrain it? because there is no time limit at all for
asking a Question of Privilege. Had he been told to
constrain it? Is that right or wrong?

@S (00Dex1) Cr®BNETT a8DY s Bvmo
(oreryfl@ (sweusglui) G rmrbreeir oidaerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Yes, I was told and it was returned.

OO 08 61 e5NB% DwD0

(omesorLyLll@ Tall &mHewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander. You cannot allow a Government Member to read
out one which runs into three, four pages and allow him
to be told to constrain his. So, I, being a Member, ask that
on behalf of my Colleague.

®G Berdss HD0E )

(orenryflg Nrdld FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will ask that from the Secretary-General's Office.
We will look into that matter, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

®O 68 DS IBIGBE DWwD0
(orenryfl@ rafl &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Please do, Sir,

®S BewTss HSO150ED )

(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTesiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I have no idea about that. I have here only what had
been submitted and what the Hon. Member read out.

OO 68 S5 B% DWD0

(orenTfl@ rafl &HenTTHTILISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

And, ensure that it is recorded in Parliament that there
is no such requirement.
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O BOE S¥mBH Dwmo

(wressrLyflg, Lilosv J;_'r,‘r_r,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®©0 Bewdss mOnemn®d, record 800 & o®w
Besiey Aoy OO IO B»EB cdwmyd 0®w BweEs
B 0. SedvewrsI® ¢iv DG nE - ¥OE DG1ed HIOE
e20ed&8 - o® Parliament ®ex¥ Standing Ordersd&E=3 2o
Bedm ©DEDD &), Standing Ordersdco 83xF 9:8©
@D ©sYest mell) BBwWe, DBWBWE BWEI WOIBIWRD
EBEewsy Bomne O V. VD@ Sy mark 6
®535).

6 Beradss mOzEDO)

(orevwsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTST Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, Motions at the commencement of Public
Business.

88Eed®xsIned »Oyn

LUTTT@RHLOGITD |6I6x6V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo

(orerdl @ L rEmrwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 BewdEs »DNEDHROSB, & B¥H BCHST ©wWI BB
988u mOH:

"m0 Byed yRm HODOGHOE gom 1 vy 2 ¢dn dvwssy
B8Ede @ a¢ 2 defded® dEed®xned ¥idd Bewlw 27 &
BBBmOBsY Bewesd B gy «."

gadmas S8z @EY, et 8O8» Se.
aflsorr BB LI (B) eTDmYs GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

B W B3¢ O8O OB AT
DO wOery B Ode ¢n) ¢ BBIB
@300 DR Dafme BB, J BEDed
8w ewdssn ww BHledn 98uxy
RBOOS O Bews ™ 3wd
LOTHTERT FewLd CHiTHeVE6T 6ThHdh G 60
pewmewullerdp BLGsplinL Ceusnr(Hd
6TITLIENS YT TUIHGI 9 Mldens ull(heusksm @b,
9B QBT TUTET (LpeTEITLl6)SHemarTwyLD
allglilewraemeruyd FoiliiliLigm @LoTer
QELICI
SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND
REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ON THE MATTER OF
SELECTING THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM UNDER
WHICH THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

SHOULD BE HELD AND SUBMIT ITS PROPOSALS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD

O BOE ST GH Dwmo

(orevorLyfl@ LNwsv Jé,g,rrujé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

©OO0 Bewdds mONEDHROA, © swm  wcwsy
@wd®Bs0d 9e8us WIBmDo:

"sg e s57¢ SOBO OB Y BOC®m HOB WO W DWD®W
@B ¢ BBID ewIB DR Dol BBV, & BEACD Bw ewldnmo ww
Abedn 9e8us BRI Om 8Eed®xIn dewds dm wwrd B8y
AoFseme W07 @ ®Cie, 2026 508 @ 06 OB e»
28Ee@5Ind D85T ©8dOD OB B¢ 0wdBrNd OBz Bw® WS @B
88 ©8E005InD0 Diim BB wewr OO ICH gdas OB
N B5Y, 28800sIned €Bwdd Bewlw 102 ymdd OB mcm
6000 o & @B B0, 2026 B @28 17 8 oo e

e g @."

g S8z &Y, et @@z Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

®3G 08 WO eDBNGBZ DV
(oressryfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, may 1?

®S Bewdsns 151D
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is it?

®G; 08 OB DV

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

@G Bewdess mDnemn®s8, 08 an®BBweensy awvy
@3B0 Idw ©2ewI® dWEs BDed & ydmae
BwesIs) m® BwEr. OO mdm w¥red OTFOS OFm
@D WOBEO IROBIE B Bedmdr redy)
s 0®m 9m® eWOBE edsIm WwerrIds, SevrrEEHS
y¥en wwewdvw & 8¢ eV EDHEIO @® WICH BHIeD
DO@n ¢dwsy WO BB, @® O ©¥ed e &
DOy BBO gDaBmO sy ¢¢ (BT cFmied edm
BedsSesy, - [ HE@z]

®S Bewdsns S5

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, that Answer has already been given by
the Hon. Prime Minister.

®S BOE ¥ B Dm0
(oresryflE LD rémTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
BG1dR eIy YOO, vule edsI yOOsY; HDOSE.

O OB WO IBED DHD0
(orenTyfl@ Swhs &HETTSH V)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

®0; Bewds SOrzNGEHDO)
(orerflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Chief Opposition Whip?

O OBBID WO IBED DvD0

(oreTLfl@ SHWwhs &HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

©0] Bewd®s mOnemn®B, s wwn dxi¢ SOBO
OB GCWO e OFD6 @ BWE @wows D Dodmo
DO HOB 0® Sowds 0% @D SO B BBBwmO esd
o meg.
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[06 vesiD S emBCEm oo

P DOREEO eENO0 s BB B Ded O®
OBOCms 9WOBE OO wewr @ HOOBNOE
Beamdr 50, »E ©8e® Dm0 TN, OO »OYD
Boewlsme mOm B6dd sved OO0 ©em®, em
O »OTed Bbede P &8 B wwis e¢sIm,
e® PBOce 9FOBRE S OUFDO wewe. O Bw @8
B, w5185@8 17 ¢80 @® m0m ©90 »E €O gge
2D BBE.

@0 Bewdss 50965
(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

It has been noted.

O BOE STBH Dm0

(oreprflg L rEpds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

©0 Bewdds ®ONeHROB, IR I, O®
M0 0ed 28e®ide . O® 0m  @®Ied
8wade nOB, s ww S5 SOB® OB RO
DOw wOes $OB6 YRe WwsI® ewIw AE Dlnme BBS. &
wew OB 8Eed®sIned o® Motion ¥m an®» ©dEs
Bedstery. ©O© 00 ©ved ©nsBddens @Y
20@8m Ve Bedmrds. OO »BIYD Wi OBy
288e®@nd0 ¢SOy Rvy, OIROSICIed  Di8med
»Ogn ¢dwmd, & amd WOgn WOTTH BeE. OO
O Om O OIFOSw B0 Bws BBWO o
8OO HOYRD WOBIB DHy.

O Bewi®ds DONE®ROB, EHDd Bewde gm®
NGNS, ®O® ©®D O D ONEWROed ¢dFeenw
@ 2Beove 885D HOB Hwrt®m edxfes’. d® WIS
20100 BB 588 08Eed®sTndO Dabm mEO 850 SO gmd
2RO ©Oemn osneddB, Election Commission &=l
»Ogn WO8. & Ded® q¢ cods ©i g BRBw e® v
51988 WEr. Y BOCem 1 WOITTD v BB Dy,
BHO s550 D8 0wmd dhed. dmemd weeaddm 25, 50
eI OmD1. OB eSOy Bwes, gedBw wmo
©B00e BwdBw R msersy mE ¢Oy Bwoy, sga
80D HwdEw B0 OYD WOBIHO N8 B FOw Besory
508 20242 a8 ¢y 00I® 9BOcwmwuwmO Sod. €, vmn
W, & 0Dedy 882 wumddh BYewn, ©FOGsY
o300 0B Bwoes. & 00D OTFHOCET 63031500
2oeddme WO qud OBOcwmwd wmlm AYew. a8
eI, OBIFOCEY 9,000 D88 BwEr. dov® Hew »HO
@i 0dsIery? den® »HO® B WE @D VN FID
ydme Bedmds, @edBwe ©wdE 9t OBOSET
802200 1B ¢, O ¢ B, B 5w OBDSw® s DERBO
00 ous gy 20w Bled i e0ds Bedm ecws.
85080 pedy) sFeOEO y@ie me ecwr. & Bwo »OB
Boe se0Es w@5I0n Sods m0m wwid o WO
90 WOgm Wmoeen wsiesy. d9® Seods D wwIed
D800 B8 88 00 WO @80un Yewd ©gd
2:8Ee@sIned dv @®®m m»ocE Election Commission &z
08sY ©BOSme sOFOB. Im »OB @80 Bestm
Bedslerd. 98 Bw @@ ©0ITRD 9108 ece dyvn BB
971088.

@G (00Dex3) Cr®BNEST a&DY 5 dwmo
(oressryfl@ (sweusSlwii) )T roBTSeT i FdresrT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

528 BSedde.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, what brings you
to your feet?

@G (000ex1) Cr®BNESY ¢8DY 5 dumo

(omessryf@ (sweusSlwii) )T rBTSeT SjiddresrT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I draw your attention to Standing Order Nos. 82
(2)(b), 83 and 91(h) as well. I do not want to read them
completely. When one Member spoke, the Speaker said,
"Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, ®wi® o®g zwo!" Boo.
That is an improper word to be used in Parliament. If he
cannot withdraw it, can you withdraw it?

@S Bewdsns 151D

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Archchuna, I think the Hon. Member
himself had raised that.

©G (200¢1) Cr®BNEST ¢8O 5 DHmo

(oreisryfl@ (sweusbdli) @TrwbrSHeT Siddes)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

No, Sir, he had not raised it. Sir, can you remove that
word?

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHBO)
(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

He is not here.

@07 (e0Dexs) Co®s¥esT 8Os Owmo

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwii) ErropbrEesT oyidaresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

He did not raise that. You are supposed to remove that
word from Hansard, Sir.

®G DOE IFBNBH Dwmo

(oresryflE LD rémTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@6 Bewdss ®Ornemn®B, ©0 Rn@ensy 9E
8O0, 0@m oIc® OROH WO ecrlesy RO
©ed BmOGH MOevn *sim Bwees. I Bem BIwO
megrs, @®

[Geoened g 888 9O o GE.]
[y SBrrFserds s 1_sweriiLily yEmmLILIL (Berend).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

DO WemI® aBsy WO O»Dr. 0O VNER® e
RV BH0B O WOBVes’. [vidr HEB] 0® ©xIBneH
8O ¢ 8O BrIodw. [@sids BES]
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, would you please sit down? I think the
Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe would look after that.

O BOE S¥NGH w0

(wressrLyflg, Lilosv J;_'r,‘r_r,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

R0 8O BI0DR,- [@sids BE@] 00 Bewdss
BDONEDHROB, VIO W IWOE  ®BHed DOYD
DOEOD WBID.

@G (00D¢x1) CrI®BNESY ¢8DY 50 Dvmo

(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwi) @ TmioprEesr )i daHerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Will it actually be
removed or not? That is all I ask.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That happened when the Hon. Speaker was there, and
I think he had already instructed on that.

Notice of Motions and Orders of the Day.

Item Nos. 1 and 2 in today's Order Paper to be moved
by the Hon. Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education.

B o ¥ e vy B
B)evBIens WhHFW eumISlF FL L 1. eilFlser
CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA ACT: RULES

@07 (§0028w) w8 ¢®cBw (a@o®ims ww sy,
cesed g0y 85w DardBw g LIRS w)
(sovrplg]l)  apfefl  ouwrEgfu -
SWFFHD  Hevall, 2 wi el wHMID CFTHDHSV
SEWLDEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move,

(orerLydlE Ulrgo

"That the Rules made by the Chairman of the Governing Board
and Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, under Section 105
read with Sections 7(1)(c) and Part VI of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka Act, No. 16 of 2023 and published in Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2492/10 of 09" June, 2026, which were presented on
09.06.2026, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

Sir, I also move Item No. 2 - Resolution under the
Essential Public Services Act - to be approved by the
House.

G @ mom GE.
o7 STHISSNMIDLILIGN DD
Question proposed.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

To start the Debate, the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake.

@G (89028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(revrfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, may 1?

@6 Berdss OB
(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(revrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Is the Item that the Hon. Prime Minister just moved on
forced conversion?

®0 DOE SFHNGB Do

(orestflE LD rémTrwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

¢ ©® w®ITIVewsY 0w BedmD, BDCedE dw
On WO, [Pddr BE@2] BDaceld W WIBIBY Sesosy,
RIDE0. VIR W WE B EWICE.

@G (89028) w8y ¢ BFDr Bwmo

(oressrfl@ (STHIF) apiag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Is that the one, Sir? I just want to know the number.

®S Bewdsns OD150EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is Item Nos. 1 and 2 on the Order Paper, Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha de Silva.

The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake to start the Debate. You
have 14 minutes.

[g.9. 12.01]

©G; 3OF TN Owm (YDowwm, DWI@l® esw

2008m ©:08Q g@wmds  ww ©8EedxIned
BWIBNBDR )
(orevorLyiflg Liliosd TSHBT WSS - GurdGaurssl,

QBB EpFTeweVssT WHMID BHr LlalHhd ewLdFF(HLD

LTI TEBLOSTNE FenLI (PFH6Vau (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)

©0 Bewdss ONEDROB, ©O S WOBID
2DED Cah 8O BEICD DIn®0 #nBdnsin Dmds.

¢ ¢De Ph® Y T L o® 8Eed®xIined
@B WD, Omzl, Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act &z
wOer 98usw Wo Bedm 88. c¥ed i BEIC mom
0IeD wIBAR® Y w@EHweO a8 «€nBdsin
O, JBed aD@BmD 6w Jed gDRBHD NGO evs
PGRED DOGROEY HC »>» oI A Bom
0®yowwes R8s, e® BEacO wmdBh WIE
OO ed Bomw Cah 2® wew Seodvewrsi® & »8YD
aB® BEAeD.
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©® By, §eE @@msened @cnEi8 eww Central Bank
of Sri Lanka Act &z wOen ewem» 88 ©w®asidews’ Om
o€ PO 00NeDsY ged GeE ©wY BHOudBem
Boewdss ¢ @B 5w@8 »o8 Beer. ©© §B» dnewsi®
@® IS BwesIs @88, ®0; Bewdss
BDONEDHROB. a¢ a8 gnudes 0w 8RO o O .
& Ben ewg D1coTmO 88 »o€n 0¢m W ® ©O
C1® Beam DD nee mr OB O @(Ba8.

ged amsic BodutwE #@@BAR® »oey GBww @83wsxsf
B, 13edd weE 52O1Bw BEIED. gmo 5108ED a8 Busim
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Memeber, please do not disturb. The Debate is
going on. The Hon. Minister does not wish to be
disturbed, is that not so? You can raise it later, Hon.
Member.

O BOE I GH Dwmo

(omrevorLyfl@ LNosv Jé,g,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

& Ben 28 Besds > @(B8, o0@m» 1988 ydmwsd
Bedm 0. wmmesd, ¥ ey »O3w »OB g¢ @O
BRYG® Dneds’ ouB 8385 Swe Onent
emD»H5TesT. ¢8 0® ed Emmbdens’ 9RO mSmo.
DEHEH® 0neds’ 88EF 8Hh Bun® O/
gmres  @O0mHd B9 0. 09 Burles), @@m §

Com0DO® B0, 0® BBOGEDS v BBOGI® wiEy®
»0y 036 ®» edWiwme BNE DO VFY 0dIe wy
51018E00 enddinw Cireed travel ban dmemd, demzd
CCRR DD B @® HyIVEwW Om OHDI® eCR EOXIB
805 ovferd @8 Bwecy a8 oIy w@B8. [@id
B8@2]

@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please do not disturb. I will give you
time after he speaks.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPBSITTT.
rose.

®0 Bewdss mG509Eemn o

(oreryllg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna? You have

been standing for a long time.

@G (000¢1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Dvmo

(orenTfl@ (sweudglwi) @) TmioprEesr o)idaHerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I am drawing your attention to Standing Order No.

92(2)(b). &8 wEED Beamn, "Points of order shall take
precedence over the question under consideration,..." Bwco.
@6 Bewrd®s ®Onemn®B, @z 925 ) DOBEZO
point of Order &z ® ®SsI®) @edy, 88 yadmws ©H®
RN 2DED E¢HTH® By I® 05008 Pod y&HI@.

G Berdss HOI1zNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member, what is your concern here?

@0 (@0D¢1) Cr®BNESY ¢8DY 50 Vs

(orerfl@ (sweudglwui) @) TrmioprEesr i dgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, my concern is with regard to Standing Order No. 91
(e) which states, "Every Member must confine his
observations to the subject under discussion;" B8es Dm0
®ed mike ©m off ®SE Bedx s, "@n@0 subject OO
aoe BO B WmOer’' BwEr WO@wd, ©O
0INBWROO WP ol BeEr ecsimend ey &g
Telecommunication Levy ®2 o1 0 0535 Bwo.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Next speaker is the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. Hon.
Marikkar, I might have to interrupt your speech due to
suspension for lunch. So, I can let the next speaker, the
Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, to speak now and then, you
can speak after lunch uninterruptedly. Is that okay with
you, Hon. Marikkar, if I call upon the Hon. Thurairasa
Ravikaran?

@0 e8.98. ®B2zns Dwmo
(orevorLyifl@ eT6rv.6TLD. LoM&EBTIT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
Okay, Sir.

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrgdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran. You have seven
minutes.
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(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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1.000 z30» 80502 &

ey, ywisy .. 1.00  wsoflsusnr @lswr plysdsi G
LTS CIBITLBISDAY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, please. You have
10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have 11 minutes.
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Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, the Floor is yours. You
have four minutes.
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20605 Dnews? 88 e® mdames Bwsiz @m:. I want
to ask whether we have declared a crisis in this country. It
was during the crisis from 2022 to 2024 that we brought in
what is called the forced conversion regulation. That means,
if you have some export revenue, after keeping aside what is
needed for your debt payments and raw materials, whatever
that is left with you, you are forced to convert into Sri
Lankan Rupees - LKR. So, in doing so, you take away what
is called the economic freedom. If you do not have economic
freedom, Sir, investors become jittery and would want to
make decisions based on their projections, observations and
their forecasts and not be bound by some government official
telling them how to run their businesses. So, unless we have
economic freedom, that is what happens. &8z Bewes,
20538 yhnIndice 00neds’ »OB g8 80 »orTesy.
0®8 & dcedws "The Blueprint”" o 8z 928ux mee
2088w yesomsInDocw ww 838w Bewen. Aw »IO3e §&Sm
YL InDcB, @8Sm Bewes o8 S WOHD. BB
¢®E), »Oxs¥ed dollar income ©z GBeEOEO ©wwn
amen convert e @n®8 Bexvesy, forced; it is not
“may”, but “shall”. ®evw® =c» demzy g DnewsI®
edr¥esy wewldmwesiO Bedn O 48 O d=&. Itis a
fact, I have to state that. So, therefore, unless we are running
into a crisis, you should not bring rules that are so draconian,
anti-economic freedom and anti-business friendly.

Today, you have been able to calm the market for a
little while because the exporters are thinking, “Okay, this
is forcing of the market”, and now, they are converting
the dollars to rupees and the exchange rate has
strengthened a little. But, the dollar has appreciated back
to Rs. 330 or to some rate like that. So, if you are
implementing crisis-time regulations, then you also must
make a statement in Parliament that this is temporary, that
in three months, you will remove it or something like that
because all what you need to do is, to build confidence in
the market. And to build confidence in the market,
bringing these draconian types of regulations would not
do. That is my point of view.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Namal Karunaratne. You have ten
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, today, the
Government has brought in Rules to force exporters to
convert their dollar export proceeds into rupees, and that
is being seen as a panic action by the Government to
contain the depreciation of the rupee, which is happening
at a very fast pace. I have many comments to make on
that, but before coming to that, I would like to deal with
some of the urgent matters because, today, we are also
debating a Resolution under the Essential Public Services
Act to give effect to some decisions taken by the
Government.

Madam, continuing with the Emergency Regulations
is an issue regarding which we have been protesting for a
long time and that has now become a norm. The
Government seems to be continuing to extend the
Emergency Regulations for its own parochial purposes
and that has to be discontinued and discontinued, at least,
from next month.

Having said that, I would now like to refer to a
statement made by the Minister in charge of media, who
is also the Chief Government Whip. "No decision to
extend the retirement age of Judges: Minister" reports the
"Daily Mirror" and goes on to state, "Amidst controversy
over reports of the extension of retirement age of judges,
Cabinet Spokesman and Minister Nalinda Jayatissa said
yesterday that the Government has not taken any decision,
claiming that there has been no discussion on the matter
within the Government". That is not a total denial, but
only saying that "so far, we have not decided." But, there
is a serious doubt among the public. Also, many
organizations, particularly the Bar Association of Sri
Lanka and the Colombo High Court Lawyers’
Association have issued statements, warning the
Government against that unnecessary attempt to increase
the retirement age of judges. We all are bound by what
the Bar Association says as we are members of the Bar
Association.

Then, I would like to take up another issue. Be that as
it may, there have been four vacancies in the Court of
Appeal and four vacancies in the Supreme Court existing
for the last six months. The President has failed in his
constitutional duty to nominate judges for promotion
from High Court to the Court of Appeal and from Court
of Appeal to the Supreme Court. By denying these
promotional rights of the judges, undue pressure is being
brought upon judges. Then, what will happen? This very
President, when he was in the Opposition and when
previous Presidents failed to gazette the names decided
on by the Constitutional Council, made a big protest.
Several times, he spoke about that very vociferously in
the House. Now, when he had become the President, he is
not nominating and sending the names. In the Twenty
First Amendment to the Constitution, provision was made
to prevent Presidents from delaying the decisions taken
by the Constitutional Council. And, now, he is doing the
reverse; he is not making nominations. So, that is much
worse and as a consequence, even our fundamental rights
are impacted on because as litigants, lawyers or the
public, our right to expeditious disposal of cases is being
impacted on by this delay in appointing judges to the
Superior Courts.

Moreover, you are frustrating the judges who have
served for years in the Judiciary. What happens to those
in the minor Judiciary and others? There is a heavy
concern among the Judiciary about extending the
retirement age of judges. That creates a different issue;
that will block their path and deprive many of their right
to be appointed to the Bench or to the Superior Courts.
Now, High Court Judges will have to wait for their
chances and in expectation of being promoted, undue
pressure will be brought upon them. This is a way in
which the Constitution is being very deliberately violated
by the President.

In fact, I have been speaking with some of the
Opposition Members that we have to get together and
write to the Speaker as the Chairman of the
Constitutional Council. There, the Speaker has to act
according to the wishes of the Members of Parliament.
And, it is our wish that the President immediately
nominates these names. Why has he been delaying it
unduly for several months now? That undue delay has
caused unnecessary frustration among the judicial ranks
in the country. Several High Court Judges are waiting to
be promoted and then, there are also several Court of
Appeal Judges wanting to get on to the Supreme Court
Bench. So, due to this, after a lifelong service, they are
being denied their due right to be promoted. On top of it,
even the senior officers of the Attorney-General's
Department expecting to be promoted to one of the
Superior Courts or to the High Court will be denied their
right. So, there again, pressure is being brought by such
inaction. This inaction, which is a Constitutional
violation, is a deliberate inaction by the President.
Therefore, we urge that this House take note of our
protest regarding this undue delay in nominating judges
to the superior Benches - both the four vacancies in the
Supreme Court and the four vacancies in the Court of
Appeal. So, that is a very serious matter. Of course, you
will say, “We are not going to extend the retirement age
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of the judges”, but that is not the issue here. You are
waiting until some preferred person becomes eligible to
get on to the Bench, to be promoted. So, you are picking
and choosing people to be promoted. And by doing that,
you are unduly bribing the Judiciary of the country; that is
interference with the independent Judiciary.

Then, Madam, I would like to refer to another matter.
The Hon. Minister of Justice and National Integration
recently said that he is going to bring in amendments to
the Prevention of Terrorism Act; p@ndices D138e®
s eOMOD aes v edmd BwE god edmien
2@Bn® Jod Bwecs Bedmdr. @@m »Bwd, "ewo 8
88 orfmn ded" 1@=f. So, once again, you all are going
to bring in another Act. I am sure, that would be much
more draconian than the existing Act. That is how the
Attorney-General’s Department and the Sri Lanka Police
behave because they have got used to working under the
PTA. Therefore, the investigative power or the efficiency
of both the Sri Lanka Police and the Attorney-General’s
Department has been retarded by continuing with that
draconian legislation.

That  apart, today, 1 see a news
in the Tamil newspapers  which states,
“ Nrumrsresflsst waer LG sTensy - Channel 4 gysusmwrei
uLib Quimii ENEAILER LN 1L_esflsv o giremr
B evmienas 2_WIT6NGTesflarmeiLd Blrrsfsfng”.
Now, there is an unnecessary panic among the

Government ranks about the new episode of the
documentary "Sri Lanka’s Killing Fields" to be broadcast
tonight on Channel 4. In that, they are focusing on the
killing of Balachandran, Prabhakaran’s son. In many
photographs, he was seen having meals in a bunker and
then, suddenly, his body was seen with a bullet wound. It
is treatment of minors during war, whether it was a
terrorist’s son or not. What happened to Rohana
Wijeweera? He was killed in a similar fashion, but his
children and family were saved. The Government let them
to live under protection.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

That was the way in which the Government treated
Rohana Wijeweera’s family after having killed him. Of
course, this Government, after having come to power, has
forgotten about their past leader. They will have the "o&
®» 86 &»ax" and celebrate all that, but they have
forgotten him.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
So, they have forgotten all that.

Even Zahran’s daughter was saved; they did not kill
Zahran’s daughter. Why did they have to kill
Prabhakaran’s daughter? So, if it had happened - I am not
saying it had happened - why do you not inquire into it?
2_aisremouil GevGui Gumird HT6V5 P Gev @)L uirest
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VGl Garemsy GFinuliLC g (HLUTITS (&) (HhBHT, S
WSss  GDDITSE
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Gurid@mmib

sHsUUL B allsrflassiu’ GLwrs

®6 Bendss 0% 9o eInBnSa

(wrevrfl@ Gupdsefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha)
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"Macroeconomic stability has been restored. The economy has
grown robustly at 5 per cent y/y in 2024 and 2025. Foreign reserves
have strengthened significantly to over 3 months of imports. Price
stability has been maintained since mid-2023. Our multi-year
revenue-based fiscal adjustment has more than doubled tax
collections and delivered primary surpluses for three consecutive
years. Debt restructuring has delivered significant debt relief and
put public debt on a sustainable path."
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I think that is something that the Hon. Minister must take
serious note of.
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Hon. Presiding Member, there is something called the
"Manual for the Management of Primary Medical Care
Units" and it speaks especially about community
participation in the management of the hospital. So, it is
in that context that Hospital Development Committees are
established. When a Hospital Development Committee is
established, it is very important - it is also the tradition
and the accepted thing so far - that the Head of that
hospital becomes the President of that Committee. That
particular Member of Parliament did not like that person
heading that Committee and he is trying to bring his own
person and put him there. That is the sole intention. We
would have heard such things under the previous
Government. So, I was surprised that this particular
Government, which is very keen on changing the system,
has followed that same system.
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

I am going to wind up, Sir.

Therefore, 1 beg the Hon. Minister to look into this
matter. - [Interruption.] Sir, tell the Hon. Member not to
disturb me. This is the Debate on the Adjournment
Motion and he has no business to disturb me. His
indecent behaviour should absolutely be stopped! I beg
the Hon. Minister to go into this matter and give us relief.

Thank you very much.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.58 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 11th June, 2026.
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Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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