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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Defence:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

whether he is aware that since the lands
belonging to the people of Mullikulam have
been under the control of the military since
2007, the displaced people from the said
area have not been able to return to their
villages;

the reasons as to why the said people have
been unable to resettle in their places of
residence;

as there are more than 300 displaced
families in the said area, who lack proper
housing facilities, livelihood opportunities
and basic amenities, the relief that has so far
been provided by the Government to those
people;

whether the ancestral lands, houses, schools
and religious places belonging to the people
of Mullikulam are currently under the
control of the Navy;

if so, the steps that will be taken to release
them and return them to the people;

whether there is a sustainable plan or a
specific time frame for the resettlement of
the said displaced people in their permanent
residences; and

if so, the expected time frame for the
completion of the said process?

If not, why?
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(24) @)STCMeL, erair?

asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the National
Housing Development Authority should
issue land grants for the 125 plots of land of
20  perches each in  Omanthai-
Veppankulam area in the Vavuniya
District, which were handed over to the
National Housing Development Authority
by the Vavuniya Divisional Secretariat and
which were distributed among public sector
employees in 2011;

(i)  whether the current value of the said lands,
which were distributed among public sector
employees 14 years ago as undeveloped
lands, has been estimated after
development of those lands;

(iit) if so, whether the said lands will be
revalued taking into account the value of
those lands at the time of their distribution;
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(iv) the time frame in which such revaluation
will be done; and

(v) the time frame in which land permits can be
issued to the occupants of these lands after
revaluation?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. T.B. Sarath - Deputy Minister of Housing,

Construction and Water Supply)
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Sir, could I ask my second Supplementary Question?
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You raised the second Supplementary Question.
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No, I did not. Give me just a minute, please.
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that electrical poles and
electrical cables are installed unsafely in
rural areas of Sri Lanka;

(i) if so, whether a proper investigation has
been conducted in this regard; and

(iii) the measures that are taken to expand low-
capacity cable systems?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@r@mev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the areas in the Trincomalee District which
have been provided with drinking water by
the National Water Supply and Drainage
Board;

(if)  the areas in the said district which have not
yet been provided with drinking water;

(iii)) whether he is aware that 4,000 families
living in the areas of Kuchchaveli,
Pudawaikkattu, Thiriyaya and Salappeyaru
are facing difficulties in obtaining drinking
water as drinking water has not been
provided to the said areas; and

(iv) whether a plan will be implemented
forthwith to provide drinking water to the
said areas?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up now.
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Okay, Sir.
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@ @med, ersin?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

Will she admit that -

(1) there is a National School known as Kili/
Kilinochchi  Central College in the
Karachchi Divisional Secretary's Division
of the Kilinochchi District;

the standard of education in the above
school, which is one of the two National
Schools in the Kilinochchi District, has now
declined;

(@

(ii)

there exist vacancies for both academic and
non-academic staff and a shortage of
resources, including furniture, at the school;
and

the standard of education for the students
cannot be improved without filling the
vacancies referred to above?

Will she inform this House -

(iii)

(iv)

(b)

() separately, the number of the principal,
deputy principals, teachers and non-
academic staff serving at present in the
above school;

(ii) the reasons for not filling the vacancies in

the non-academic staff of the above school

to date;

the date on which all the vacancies in the
said school will be completely filled; and

the dates on which the needs related to the

buildings and furniture of the above school
will be fulfilled?

If not, why?

(iif)
(iv)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of
Education and Higher Education)
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asked the Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the operating profit/loss of the Trincomalee
Port in each year, separately from 2010 to
2024;

whether the jetties or terminals owned by
the Trincomalee Port have been given to
various private companies on lease or on
any other basis;

if so, the names of the companies referred
to above;

whether the said companies have properly
paid the taxes or other payments owed to
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority; and

if so, the details of the above payments
from 2005 to 2024, separately for each
year?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

whether the Trincomalee Port currently has
any jetties or terminals that are fully or
partially owned by the Government;

if so, the said jetties or terminals; and

the plans available for the development of
the Trincomalee Port?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
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2021 (111.91)
2022 1,176.09
2023 479.32
2024 926.03
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that an officer who
served in the National Accounts Division of
the Department of Census and Statistics
during the years 2012 and 2013 was
interdicted;

(it)  if so, the name of the said officer; and

(iii)  whether justice and fairness be served to the
said officer?

(b)  Will he also inform this House of the procedure to
prevent the distortion of highly sensitive data on
the economy of the current Government?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Economic Development)

B0 DONSDROB, e, BDOOmEm ww 83w
6080 @B n® ONeEDEY & I YdE»wd BEnJ
BWIODF DHSH0.

* esese@escs @» »d» ¢ EET:
*FLm LS8N0 eweudisLi L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

@ @ oo
(i) ©D.0¢. Drr8ew @wmno.

(il) ©®® BEBw I>eEdm W BNeEID
@clned@sined Kiim Ga® gned ewds »OBxsY
83w e @7 68D OO enedsINed BBw® Bgse
@oned ewds ®oBsT 83w Se@iDidwsy 8g OB
cdod o8 §Bw» Sobanm e 8w am. O© §Bm»
Sebarwsiensy ev€ § Wi amd Cwss ewd
om@es’ wved edmOed gom PSC/DIS/030/2014



2213

208Ee®xsInd 2214

[06 BasIm $e8S ®@nmn]

(g0)

(g0

oz 2014.0424 BB BBw amp 0.8 Om8w
vmed D@ BODO WS aD.

B0 @@HCD G @D eBBnY wed eCB@ed
gozm PSC/DIS/030/2014 w0 2014.08.14 828 88w
30 9.9, OmBow Dwmo WO eOIerN vywe Bus
W0 g, 90.08. Om8ew Swmo 88z 2014.09.16
2oy BO 8y O ¢ aBwidme WICBEEO 0on
©diern By 80BTVeWsY BOedn SIS Bmw
Bfvensd goBes 000  ©88 emsiedBoE0
w00 2015.04.27 8» 80 Huwodem O 88 53Om
ewded 8890 .

00.0t3. OB Pwmy OB OO WO 83
2014.05.09 &80 2015.04.27 ¢w$00 muced oznends
Cedr 0 2388 enIV Goesis @efDr @S et
B85y mO» ¢ Bewd® gmd 98 end® mOgn 8 3

G-

OB OO Bmy WOm ¢ eddizn spe
©0®IBTVewsy 5B B30 Srw sBFvensd amd
Q) eOIer»Osy 3 wews D108 PO, @8¢5y
4o wewo BO0emo; A0 Boghe WS (BPO ece
500g BBWO Bewln S @B ¢ 88w 98 dmw
Bewlows Hueodd®m m3 am.

Bowdss o 60.0¢. Dm8en Swm .e.0. 16/95
wOen 2016.05.10 8 80 Gk ewddews’ B8x® cab
@D, OO BEBwr EG® 0Re®sy vy 6.8 D58
@omo 20151029 B» 80 Bewom O» B
SBeEID @0 300500 E DD @gdne@sined
ginmie o0 v WS .

000 ©¢bned®sind B85 BEewe O Yymnwd o WO
GO 88w IR g® dam, IO VIVe® 'n
AeSBBO 08T R ©BIBN (D ©dn WO BEWE OB I
@m0 a® Sow/gEned®sin 881 ¢in §ceig @85 b
©BIBN ©@BICHC 8O WS VBRBY FEnedsIneD emed.

B 80 BoOsmdeBsy demdy G D ©BeHm®D
S BEwn m®eds widn 0 wmed ™S gmnwd ey
BBO0 2O ST CAD DT 0@ ¢in Smal B3O BedO
000 eclnedsind B8s7 B88ewc @mom ¢Fwn/cban/
EDe0sn 8OITVeWST @€ 62%ed.

S15) @BNBE.

2008/04 oneCEaw wdes 90® dRHY
g e®@mOOT: RIYOR Y eIndE W.o .

@20 wWIes

2008/04gyip @)evda FnHmiblhLSSler LrsTrn
STewl] Y MISIILSGSTSSI5H% TS allewTenTiisCsmi:
vran=se wHMID Cursgiailsy LlrCss GFwevrari

UlMeyseir

LAND PERMIT APPLICANTS UNDER CIRCULAR NO. 2008/04:
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately in relation to
the below mentioned Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions -

(1) the number of farmers who have submitted
applications under Circular No. 2008/04
from the Lahugala Divisional Secretary's
Division and out of them, the number of
those who belong to the Pottuvil Divisional
Secretary's Division;

(ii) the number of new land permits that had
been issued to the above-mentioned
farmers;

(iii) the total number of new permits that had
been issued by the Lahugala Divisional
Secretariat during the last 17 years in
accordance with the said circular;

(iv) the number of land permits that have been
applied for under the said circular, but have
not yet been issued; and

(v) the number of permits that have been
recommended by the Land Title Settlement
Department of the Eastern Province and
have been forwarded to the Lahugala
Divisional Secretariat, but have not yet been
issued?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the reasons that have led to the retention of
the said land permits without being issued;
and

(i) whether steps will be taken to issue the said
land permits to the eligible persons
expeditiously?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent of land under Garcinia (Goraka)
cultivation in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether he admits that cultivators are
adversely affected by the frequent
fluctuations in the price of Garcinia; and

(iii)  if so, the measures that will be taken to
address the issues faced by them?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne)
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District 2025
Colombo 18
Gampaha 38
Kalutara 217
Kandy 270
Matale 115
Nuwara Eliya 41
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Matara 100
Hambantota 222
Jaffna 3
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Vavuniya 3
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District 2025
Kilinochchi 10
Batticaloa 10
Ampara 14
Trincomalee -
Kurunegala 217
Puttalam 12
Anuradhapura 20
Polonnaruwa 13
Badulla 149
Monaragala 85
Ratnapura 229
Kegalle 310
Sri Lanka 2,195
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“Sri Lanka’s reform programme continues to move
forward, with the IMF Executive Board set to consider the

combined Fifth and Sixth Reviews under the Extended
Fund Facility next week (Wednesday, May 27).

Over the past years, the authorities have made
significant progress in restoring macroeconomic
stability, .....”
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“These efforts have been recognized by the public,
investors, and stakeholders, and have helped place the
economy on a firmer footing.”
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“Recent global developments have brought renewed
pressures,....”

Yes, of course. Im ecimed @B 0000 acs
misfOws, renewed pressure Oz

“... as is the case for many economies in a challenging
external environment. Navigating these shocks is never
straightforward, ...”

It is not a unique situation only for Sri Lanka.
Dm0 @A B FOwmE, e8BHEDD B FOWHE,
DBC widmweE a8 0r I en Boew SO
a0 O@wdde, straightforward ece  ©de
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"

. but Sri Lanka’s policy framework today is
considerably stronger than in the past.”

280 0O wuwBwen v BN ¢BDBEO Dt Bw
9m0® strong. ®® & reiterate mSmo, "....Srti
Lanka’s policy framework today is considerably
stronger than in the past." &8 »D¢cos ©®ecd
€y @O

“Maintaining a consistent policy course and continuing
to allow the economy to adjust to evolving conditions will
be key to sustaining the gains achieved so far.”

908 WEBPeOsY, @0 E@MCRC; OB BeHH®
edsiery 5BD, ardas WMEICLHRTT e@mIdd -
calmly - »08 @® D@ wmosI> @z Finally, it
states, I quote:

“We look forward to continued close engagement with
the Sri Lankan authorities as the reform agenda advances.”

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can ask for an explanation.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can get a further clarification.
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SAFEGUARDING PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND
FINANCIAL SYSTEMS FROM CYBERATTACKS:

STATEMENT BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF DIGITAL
ECONOMY
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O|EDLOEFSFIT)

(The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne - Deputy Minister of Digital

Economy)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Digital
Economy, I answer that Question raised by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake and also thank him for raising this
important matter.

The Government acknowledges that cybersecurity has
now become a matter of national security and is also
important for maintaining economic stability, public trust
and digital sovereignty. With the acceleration of
digitalizing public services - digital payments, identity
systems, Cloud infrastructure and online citizen services -
Sri Lanka’s exposure to cybercrime has increased.
However, the Government has moved from a reactive
model to a coordinated national cyber resilience model
through various policy developments, implementation of
cybersecurity systems and guidelines and awareness-
building.

1. Based on Sri Lanka CERT’s Annual Reports and
recent public communications, Sri Lanka has
experienced a significant increase in reported
cyber incidents in recent years. The following
statistics represent cybersecurity-related incidents
recorded through official reporting channels.

+ 2023

Sri Lanka CERT recorded a total of 408
cybersecurity-related incidents, out of
which 58 were financial scams, 98 non-
financial scams, 61 phishing attacks, 31
ransomware incidents, 37 website
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compromises, 11 server compromises, two
malicious software-related incidents and 45
were DDoS and Cloud-related incidents.
Additionally, there were approximately 56
other incidents.

+ 2024

Sri Lanka CERT recorded a significant
increase, with a total of 4,347 cybersecurity-
related incidents reported, which comprised
2,241 financial scams, 926 non-financial scams,
79 phishing attacks, 22 ransomware incidents,
11  website compromises, four database
compromises, six malware infections, four
malicious software-related incidents and 42
data breaches. Furthermore, there were
approximately 800 other incidents.

2025

Sri Lanka CERT recorded a total of 12,650
social media-related and cybersecurity-related
incidents. Of those, the technically classified
cybersecurity-related incidents recorded under
CERT amounted to 3,284. The difference
reflects the distinction between broad public
complaints and  technically  classified
cybersecurity incidents. The cybersecurity-
related incidents included 1,817 financial
scams, 523 non-financial scams, five
ransomware incidents, 10 data breaches, seven
website compromises, four malicious software-
related incidents, two DDoS attacks and nine
malware infections. Also, there were 551 other
incidents.

At present, there is no mandatory legal
requirement to report cybersecurity incidents to Sri
Lank CERT, since the proposed Cybersecurity
Law is still in the drafting stage. Therefore,
cybersecurity incidents reported to Sri Lanka
CERT may not fully reflect the total number of
cyberattacks, attempted breaches, ransomware
incidents, phishing attacks, hacking attempts and
digital fraud incidents occurring within the
country.

Cyber intrusions are unauthorized activities carried
out by attackers to access, disrupt, damage or steal
information from computer systems or networks.
Over the past three years, several government
institutions and public digital systems had faced
cyber intrusions, attempted breaches, ransomware-
related incidents, website compromises, phishing,
email compromises and other cyber-related
incidents. Three of the most significant public
incidents include,

i. The August 2023 ICTA Ransomware
Attack: The LGC was compromised,
encrypting the gov.lk email network. This
resulted in the permanent loss of emails for
approximately 5,000 government email
addresses (including those of Cabinet of
Ministers) between 17th May and 26th
August, 2023 due to the lack of offline
backup systems.
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ii. The cyberattack on the Department of
Pensions was reported in 2025 and is
considered one of the notable cybersecurity
incidents affecting a government institution
in the recent history.

iii. The 2025/2026 Ministry of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development/
ERD-related incident presently under
investigation appears to involve suspected e
-mail compromise or e-mail impersonation/
Business Email Compromise techniques
that resulted in diversion of payment
instructions. Final attribution, technical root
cause and accountability should be stated
subject to the findings of the official
investigation, forensic review and the law
enforcement process.

Presently, operational safeguards include the
Cabinet-approved information and Cyber Security
Policy for Government organizations, Sri Lanka
CERT’s incident response and advisory services,
NCSOC-based national monitoring, threat
intelligence, =~ SIEM/EDR-related  capabilities,
vulnerability assessment services, website security
guidelines, technical web application security
guidelines and incident reporting mechanisms.

Sri Lanka CERT’s technical guidelines outlined
and approved by the Cabinet of Ministers for the
Information and Cybersecurity Policy for
Government  Organizations  also  require
Government web systems to be regularly patched,
monitored, subjected to annual vulnerability
assessments and supported by backup and
restoration arrangements. This include regular
scheduled backups, offsite storage, annual
restoration testing, incident registers, evidence
preservation and depending on criticality,
alternative processing facilities at geographically
separate locations.

In accordance with the Cabinet decision on
Information and Cybersecurity Policy, all
government organizations defined as “Public
Authorities” under the Right to Information Act,
No. 12 of 2016 are required to implement the
Policy, while heads of organizations are required
to allocate the necessary financial and operational
resources for its implementation.

As part of strengthening national cyber defence
capabilities, the National Cyber Security
Operations Centre - NCSOC - had been
established to provide centralized cyber threat
monitoring, threat detection, incident response
coordination and security event analysis at the
national level. The Cabinet has further directed 37
critical government institutions to obtain services
from the NCSOC to improve the cyber resilience
of critical government infrastructure. With the
support of funding from the Asian Development
Bank, the number of institutions connected to the
NCSOC is expected to be increased further.
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Furthermore, in January, 2026, Sri Lanka CERT
procured advanced cybersecurity monitoring and
threat intelligence solutions to strengthen national
cyber threat detection capabilities. Those solutions
support deep and dark web monitoring, attack
surface monitoring, vulnerability identification and
cyber threat intelligence analysis, covering
approximately 150 government organizations.

According to Sri Lanka’s Government Digital
Blueprint and national digital transformation
initiatives, there is a clear requirement to
modernize and strengthen the country’s digital
infrastructure across all government institutions.
The continued use of outdated legacy systems has
increased exposure to cybersecurity threats such as
financial frauds, theft of identity and so on. Many
of these legacy systems no longer receive vendor
security updates or patches, which significantly
increases  their  vulnerability to  modern
cyberattacks.

In line with the Government Digital Blueprint, the
Government has emphasized the need to develop
secure, scalable and interoperable digital
infrastructure that supports efficient public service
delivery while ensuring strong cybersecurity
controls. Accordingly, institutions are expected to
migrate from legacy platforms to modern, secure
systems and adopt standardized cyber security
frameworks to reduce risk and improve resilience
across the public sector digital ecosystems.

Annual cybersecurity audits,  vulnerability
assessments and risk evaluations are required for
critical systems and government web applications
under the Cabinet-approved policy framework and
Sri Lanka CERT technical guidelines. In
particular, government web applications are
required to undergo vulnerability assessments, at
least, annually and after major functional changes.
A consolidated compliance status of all institutions
is being compiled through Sri Lanka CERT, the
relevant Line Ministries and the National Audit
Office. Where institutions have not completed the
required assessments, they will be prioritized for
NCSOC onboarding, vulnerability assessment and
compliance monitoring.

Accountability operates at multiple levels. The
head of institution is responsible for ensuring
implementation of the  Cabinet-approved
cybersecurity policy. The Chief Innovation
Officer, Director IT, Information Security Officer
or an equivalent designated officer is responsible
for operational implementation, incident reporting,
access control, backup, patching and compliance
actions. Sri Lanka CERT provides technical
guidance, incident response support and other
national coordination. Where any negligence,
fraud, unauthorized access, data protection
violation or financial misconduct is suspected, the
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matter must be referred to the relevant disciplinary
audit, law enforcement, financial crime and data
protection authorities.

As per the Cabinet-approved Information and
Cybersecurity Policy for Government
Organizations, all government institutions are
advised to promptly report cybersecurity incidents
to SLCERT to facilitate coordinated incident
response. However, there is currently no
mandatory legal obligation requiring organizations
to report cybersecurity incidents to SLCERT.

That is why we are now in the process of drafting
the Cybersecurity Law to establish a
Cybersecurity Regulatory Authority to mandate
the implementation and reporting of all
cybersecurity-related incidents.

In addition, incidents involving financial
cybercrimes, fraud and related criminal activities
are generally reported to the Computer Crimes
Investigation Division or if it is related to the
financial sector, it should primarily be reported to
FINCSIRT operating under the Central Bank.
Therefore, information relating to financial losses
and operational impacts may be distributed across
multiple agencies and reporting mechanisms.

That is why we are introducing this overarching
regulatory law to establish the Cybersecurity
Regulatory Authority so that all the incidents
would be reported to a single entity.

The Government of Sri Lanka is expected to
implement several urgent coordinated measures to
strengthen national resilience against future cyber
warfare, cyber threats and organized cybercrime.
Those measures include the following, which I
will briefly refer to:

i.  Mandatory NCSOC onboarding for critical
institutions starting with finance, identity,
immigration, inland revenue, customs,
health, police, transport, social protection
and payment-related systems:

ii. Enhancement of Threat Hunting and
Malware Analysis Capabilities:

iii.  Priority Implementation of the Information
and Cybersecurity Policy:

iv.  Strengthening Cybersecurity Awareness
and Capacity-building:

v. Audit and Compliance Monitoring:

vi. Allocation of Dedicated Cybersecurity
Resources:

vii.  Strengthening the Legal and Regulatory
Framework:

viii.  The National Cybersecurity Strategy: (2025
-2029)

ix. Signing the United Nations Convention
against Cybercrime (2025)
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The Government of Sri Lanka had signed
the United Nations Convention against
Cybercrime in October, 2025 in Hanoi,
reinforcing its commitment to strengthening
global cooperation on cybercrime matters.
Steps are now being initiated to conduct a
comprehensive gap analysis to support the
ratification process.

x.  Improve other technical measures such as,

a. Mandatory Multi-Factor
Authentication - MFA - for all
government email and privileged
accounts, especially finance/ payment
workflows.

b. Payment verification protocol for
foreign and high-value payments,
including out-of-band confirmation,
maker-checker approval, beneficiary
change control and bank callback
verification.

c. Backup hardening, including
immutable/offline backups and annual
restoration drills.

d. Legacy system risk register with

priority replacement or
compensating controls.

e. Compulsory annual vulnerability
assessment/penetration  testing  for
public- facing and critical
systems.

f. Incident reporting SLA, for example
critical incidents to be reported to
CERT/NCSOC within a fixed number
of hours.

g. Cybersecurity clauses in all ICT
procurements,  including  secure
coding, logging, audit trails, MFA,

vulnerability disclosure,  patching
SLA, backup, DR and PDPA
compliance.

h. Legal strengthening, including

cybersecurity legislation and clearer
institutional mandate for CERT/
NCSOC.

i. Public awareness-building, because
the 2025 spike in complaints shows
scams and social media-based fraud
are now a mass public risk.

Sir, I would like to table* the detailed answer to
question No. 8.

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaiS sl sweussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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These combined measures are expected to
significantly strengthen Sri Lanka’s national cyber
resilience, enhance the protection of critical information
infrastructure and reduce the risks posed by cyber
warfare, cyber espionage, ransomware and organized
cybercrime.

Thank you.

®3G 08 WO eDIBNGBZ DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I thank the Hon. Deputy Minister for
giving a very comprehensive Answer. My cybersecurity
knowledge is at infancy state compared to your
knowledge, Hon. Deputy Minister. But still, on behalf of
the country, there is a necessity to check on certain
matters that are happening. Theoretically, you did
explain, covering certain areas. And, 1 asked this
Question on the 23™ of October, 2025 because there was
an apparent cyber threat at that time.

Firstly, I am astonished that there is no legal base to
take any legal action on matters relating to cybercrime
and cyber attacks. But, there must be a general law which
could be taken into consideration when a breach of law
takes place. So, I am sure that there must be some law
covering these malpractices that are going on, even
though there is no specific law which covers cybercrimes.
Also, unlike under the traditional accounting system,
there is no audit trail left behind in manual form. So, that
makes it much more difficult for things to be tracked. In
auditing the annual accounts of government institutions
and others, how does the Auditor-General go into the
cybercrimes that are happening? They are still in the
dotage doing manual auditing. And, that process has not
gone into further, which is certainly a very concerning
area because there is a huge digital gap between what
they are performing now and what they are expected to
perform in the world.

Hon. Deputy Minister, The UN Global Dialogue on
Artificial Intelligence Governance is scheduled for 06 and
07th July, 2026. I hope you or some one from your
Ministry would attend that session because I am made to
understand that this is the first time an international arm
is looking into digital frauds that are going on and there
are a lot of cyber attacks taking place in the world. So, |
am sure you would look into that, Hon. Deputy Minister.

In your Answer, you did mention about three specific
cyber attacks. One was in 2023. Then, the cyber attack on
the Ministry of Finance happened just about two months
ago. How do you basically reconcile what has been
revealed and what has not been revealed? At the moment,
it has been revealed is that about Rs. 80 billion had been
siphoned, hacked or whacked, whatever the terminology
that is used for that. How do you assess what has not been
reported? Now, it is also said that US Dollars 600,000 had
been paid to US Postal Service and that there are some
other incidents involving French and Australian
documents et cetera. So, I would appreciate if you would
brief the House.
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The most important thing is the financial system, Sir.
The NDB has basically got attacked. We still do not know
what had happened. It is said that it is an internal attack
on the general ledger. Then, out of the 30 banks in the
country, three big banks, which have over three trillion
rupees in asset reserves, have got attacked. The Digital
Manager of one bank had gone to Negombo and reported
that there had been a cyber attack on almost Rs. 900
million of their assets.

®0 BOE S¥BNGH Dvmo

(orerLdl @ L rEmrwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 OTEHOB, ¢sd ewdm ewldzn BEIC L HSBID
Beamd. So, please be brief.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0
(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
This is an important matter.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can shorten your clarification.
Now, you have already taken three minutes.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DvD0

(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I know that you allow me to ask only one question, Sir
and it is a very important matter.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You can seek only one clarification. Now, you have
taken almost three minutes.

®G 08 S 0BNB% Do

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Otherwise, we will have to express the condolence of
the country over cybercrimes.

So, Sir, there had been two accounts of attacks on two
commercial banks. One is, the NDB and the other is
another commercial bank. I would not name it because
that bank has not revealed it to the public as yet.

OO DAIBNBDHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjauidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, now, you can seek your clarification.

®G 68 WS BNB% D0

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

And the third one relates to the Central Bank. So,
please look into that.

208Ee®xsInd
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, now, I will have to stop you.

®3G 08 WO EDIZNBZ DV
(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, the interference -

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That interference is because you have already taken
four minutes.

Hon. Deputy Minister, you can clarify.- [Interruption.]
No.

@G 6® B Dm0

(oressryfl@ sTrmis of Ty devr)

(The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne)

Hon. Speaker, currently there is no legal framework in
the country which mandates the reporting of cyber attacks
on government institutions relating to the financial law
and other related matters. Currently, it is under the
purview of that particular institution or it is their
discretion whether to report it or not. That is why we are
bringing in - [Interruption.] That is why a new legal
framework - the Cyber Security Bill of Sri Lanka - is
currently being drafted to form the National Cyber
Security Regulatory Authority, which would mandate
what sort of reporting should be made on such crimes and
what sort of cybersecurity guidelines should be followed.
So, the Bill would mandate all that. Thereafter, we would
be able to enforce that.

Currently, if there are any cybersecurity incidents at
any particular institution, it is on their own that they will
have to report it to SLCERT to get their assistance to do
the investigations. Thereafter, if there had been any
crime, then, they would report it to the Computer Crimes
Investigation Division of the CID for further
investigations. So, again, I would say that, currently, it is
not mandatory to report such incidents. And, the new Bill
that is being drafted would resolve the issues that are
currently there in the legal system. So, we are hopeful
that in the course of the year, we would be able to
establish the National Cyber Security Regulatory
Authority.

OO QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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OB Onm BEIE 0rdm ymn ewdssn.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. Hon. Hakeem, the
Floor is yours to express the condolences on the passing
away of the Members of Parliament listed for today.

[11.39 am.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, being called upon to pay tribute
to the listed past Members of the House, I would like to
begin with one of my former Cabinet Colleagues and a
fellow Party Leader in this Parliament, the Hon. (Prof.)
Tissa Vitarana. In this House, he gave leadership to the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party, which was part of the then
People’s Alliance as well as its successor coalitions, of
which I, too, was a member several times.

The Lanka Sama Samaja Party is one of the oldest
parties in Parliament. It has a pre-Independence history. It
had celebrated leaders of the calibre of Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva, Dr. N.M. Perera, his own uncle, as well as other
members like Mr. Batty Weerakoon and Mr. Bernard
Soysa, who was also a Member of Parliament for the
Colombo District, several times representing the Colombo
Central.

The Lanka Sama Samaja Party has had such a long
history in this House. Though the left politics has seen
many ups and downs, the Hon. (Prof.) Vitarana remained
very forthright and committed to the ideals of his party
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and his anti-imperial attitude in this House would always
be remembered. He took that fight even in the Cabinet
against many policy decisions which seemed to favour the
capitalist class.

I remember his contribution to some of the
Committees in Parliament. While 1 served as the
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, he was a
Member. Then, subsequently, when he served as the
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, I was a
Member and he took his work so seriously and made sure
that he brought a very conscientious approach to all
decisions that were taken.

More than anything else, I would remember him as
someone who stood for devolution of power for
minorities. His served as the Chairman of the All Party
Representative Committee, which was set up by the then
President Mahinda Rajapaksa to resolve the ethnic
conflict, and to date, its Report is considered one of the
best reports that had been submitted on resolving the
ethnic crisis. That report is referred to as the “Tissa
Vitarana Report”. His contribution to the deliberations of
that Committee, to which my party, too, was a party, and

several other All Party Conferences and Select
Committees in Parliament would be very fondly
remembered.

Also, being a medical professional and a scientist, his
contribution had been unparalleled. He pioneered the
establishment of the SLINTEC in the nanotechnology
sector of this country while he was the Minister of
Science and Technology.

He also made an immense contribution to the
scientific sector in the country. At one time, he was the
Director of the Medical Research Institute and being
there, he looked into epidemics such as cholera and
various other epidemics and had been involved in serious
research, contributing immensely in that area.

As far as my community is concerned, he is fondly
remembered for the forthright stand he took while several
epidemiologists and virologists remained silent when our
community was traumatized by a policy decision taken to
cremate all the COVID-19 corpses - janazahs - of the
Muslims against their religious faith. The Hon. (Prof.)
Tissa Vitarana was one of those people who were very
vocal. Though he was part of the then coalition in this
House, he was very open with his comments and publicly
criticised the Government’s racist policy in deciding to
cremate those Muslims who succumbed to the horrible
COVID-19 pandemic. So, such was his contribution that
we can go on talking about Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana,
but since there are others to whom we have to pay tribute,
I would stop at that, conveying my condolences to his
family members.

Then, I will move on to the next Hon. Member. The
late Hon. Chandradasa Galappaththi was a Member who
came to this House when I entered Parliament way back
in 1994, almost 32 years ago. We came to this House as
freshers and since then, we had been friends.
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Having originally worked in the Gal Oya Project,
which was initiated by the late Hon. D. S. Senanayake, he
got into politics. He entered local government politics and
became the first Chairman of the Ampara Urban Council.
Thereafter, he contributed towards making the United
National Party win the Ampara Electorate, which was
unable to be won ever since it was created in 1960 upto
1977 as it was the bastion of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party. But, it was the late Hon. Chandradasa Galappaththi
and the late Hon. P. Dayaratne who pioneered in making
the United National Party win the Ampara Electorate.
Since then, he had been a member continuously for
several years, perhaps for 15 to 20 years, representing the
Ampara District and I had the privilege of being elected
for the Ampara District once, where he was my co-
candidate. Then, he also served the provincial council
system and we had the pleasure of having him as the
Chairman of the Eastern Provincial Council while the
member from my party was the Chief Minister. He had
served the Ampara District with such a faithful dedication
and I would convey my condolences to his wife and
children.

Now, I would like to move on to two other Members,
the Hon. S.C. Muthukumarana as well as the Hon. Janak
Mahendra Adhikari, both of whom represented the
Anuradhapura District. Both of them represented two
elctorates in the Anuradhapura District, in which I have
lived during my childhood. My late father was a principal
in the Kalawewa Muslim Central College and also in the
Horapola Muslim Vidyalaya. The Kalawewa Muslim
Central College was in the Kalawewa Electorate and the
Horapola Muslim Vidyalaya was in Kekirawa Electorate.
Those two gentlemen lately represented both these
electorates. I had been with them in this House and I had
always mentioned it to them. Whenever we met, I always
shared fond memories of my childhood with them in
those two lovely Muslim villages, Kalawewa and
Horapola. As a matter of fact, on the 06™ of next month,
the Horapola Muslim Vidyalaya is completing 75 years
and they have invited me as a special guest. As I was
there in the primary classes, the School Development
Society has extended an invitation to me, and I would
certainly remember those two gentlemen who had served
in this House.

The Hon. Janak Mahendra Adhikari, when he got
elected in 1989, was the youngest Member of Parliament
in the SLFP formation at that time. Though he served
only for one term, he was a very popular politician and
served his people well, and so did the Hon. S.C.
Muthukumarana. Sir, to both those Members' families, I
extend my kind condolences.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan. The time is yours
to express your condolences.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Now, Sir, I would like to pay my respects and express
condolences on the death of the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa
Vitarana. [ happened to be a Member of Parliament when
he was also a Member of Parliament during my first stint
from 2001 to 2010.

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Hon.
(Prof.) Tissa Vitarana was a colossus in the Left
Movement as the long-time Leader of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party. But, I think he would, probably, be most
known as the last of the old intellectuals within the Left
Movement. He contributed well beyond his expertise
professionally. Politically, he was someone who was so
well-read that he could actually contribute intellectually
well beyond the boundaries or what you would expect a
Left leader to market.

Madam, for me, the key moment which made me
respect him more - it might not be a very important event
in the larger scheme of things - was this. I have known of
him because of his interest in wanting to find a solution
to the ethnic conflict, being a moderate amongst the
Sinhala leaders who always tried to find common ground
with the Tamil People. So, all of those qualities are things
that we, as Tamil nationalists who have been trying hard
in our own way to find a solution to our national
question, would respect. But, the one incident that, I
think, made him stand out was when - he was a very
senior Minister during Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s time and
when the COVID-19 struck - because of his professional
expertise, he did not agree with the Government’s
position at that time with regard to cremating COVID-
infected bodies, especially Muslim janazahs. He was
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someone who was very critical of that policy. At a time
when Gotabaya Rajapaksa had made a resounding victory
and when everyone, whether it be Government Members
or even some Members in the Opposition, did not want to
cross his path, the Hon. (Prof.) Vitarana was a man who
was willing to stand up for what he believed in was
something wrong that the Government was doing. I
thought that was a quality that had the potential to do a lot
of good, and true to those qualities of his and in that light,
he would always be respected.

Madam, I would like to pay my respects to his family,
his party and to all his supporters today.

Thank you.
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. CHANAKA
MADUGODA took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, when we wanted the PTA
repealed, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran and I led a
campaign to collect signatures across the country. We
travelled to all the 25 districts, across the country. We got
signatures from leaders of political parties. So, I had the
privilege of going to the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana’s
house to get his signature and had a very cordial
discussion with him. I still remember him highlighting
the importance of repealing the PTA. nendocw
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Hon. Presiding Member, I am thankful that I have
been given this opportunity to speak a few words about
these great men who had left this House forever. I would
not speak about every late Hon. Member, but about the
late Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana.

Today, you would have seen a lot of Hon. Members
from minority communities speaking about him. He was
a true Sri Lankan. Unfortunately, today, politics is used to
divide us by race and religion. But, the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa
Vitarana stood up for what was right. He was a friend of
the minority communities as well as of the majority
community and was a true Sri Lankan. Sir, we need more
people like the late Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana. Listening
to the speeches today, I witnessed that the majority of the
minority leaders here applauded him for what he had
done. I, as a Sri Lankan and a Muslim, have to thank him
for standing by us during one of the darkest periods, the
COVID-19 pandemic. We were not fearful of the virus,
but we were fearful of being cremated. He stood by us as
a true Sri Lankan. I can remember, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa thought, because the Muslims did not vote for
him, he could take revenge by cremating the Muslim
COVID victims without giving us the opportunity to
bury them. There was no scientific evidence at all for
doing that, but he thought, “I will teach the Muslim
community a lesson because they did not vote for me”.
Finally, we saw the fate of propagating racism or using
racism as a tool for politics: the Muslims, the Tamils and
the Sinhalese chased him out. He was the first President
in Sri Lanka who had to leave office before the end of his
tenure. He also had to leave the country. People opposed
his leadership. He thought, by propagating racism and
hatred against the Tamils and the Muslims, he could
become the hero of the Sinhalese.

The Sinhala community is the most compassionate
community. I have witnessed that the Sinhalese do not
accept racism; they like to live in harmony, respecting
other religions. Unfortunately, certain politicians tried to
use religion as a tool to draw hatred towards the other
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communities, but the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana always
stood by us. When COVID-19 pandemic occurred, he told
the then President and the Government, “Do not do this.
There is no scientific basis for burying COVID victims.”
When 192 countries allowed their burial, Sri Lanka took
the decision to cremate them. Subsequent to that, the
current Minister of Health Minister and your Government
apologized for what happened at that time. So, Sri
Lankans are not racist.

Also, the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana believed in the
Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary and he
championed all forums. Many a time, he told President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, “Appoint the most senior judges. If
you would not give the promotion to the most senior
judge, send him home because he also has a family and
self-respect.” He always wanted career judges to be
looked after. There are various persons who come either
from the Attorney-General’s Department or the private
bar, but career judges have chosen this as their career
path. The Minister of Justice and National Integration is
here. So, we have to see that career judges are always
protected. They join the Judiciary as magistrates. Then,
they want to go to the District Court, from there, to the
High Court and thereafter, their aspiration is to go to the
Court of Appeal and finally, to the Supreme Court. And,
we, in this House, the Legislature, exercise judicial power
through courts. So, therefore, every Member of this
House has to be conscious about the Judiciary. I
remember how the late Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana
championed that cause. Even though during Mrs. Shirani
Bandaranayake’s time, we voted for for her Impeachment
- I think that is one of the biggest mistakes we all did - he,
being in Government, very strongly articulated against it.

So, I believe it is your legacy that is important. While
you are alive, you can think of becoming a great man and
be a great man. Today, in this House, all these condolence
messages echo the sentiment how great all these men
were. It is not what people say when you are alive, but
what they say when you are dead that matters. Sir, I
would like to end my speech by saying that this House
has produced great men, this House will continue to
produce great men and I think we should produce great
men who believe in a Sri Lankan identity.

Thank you.
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In 2026, to date, 25 cases have been filed.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.29 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 09th June, 2026.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe, Minister of

Housing, Construction and Water Supply has requested
for two weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 01 -
2003/2026 - raised by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
appearing in today’s Order Paper.
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(@) @eGpev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) total installed hydropower capacity under
the Mahaweli Scheme and the annual
generation from 2020 to date;

(i) date on which such hydropower facilities
were constructed and commissioned, and
the President who approved the
construction;

(iii) current sedimentation levels in major
reservoirs, including Victoria, Randenigala
and Kotmale and its impact on storage
capacity;

(iv) funds allocated for dam safety and
rehabilitation during the last five years; and

(v) steps taken to balance agricultural
irrigation, drinking water supply and power
generation under changing rainfall
patterns?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether a climate-
resilient assessment has been conducted on
irrigation reliability and flood management
capacity?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation)
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(a) (1) Given in Table 01 below.
Table 01
Serial . Instal_led Annual Power Generation
No Power Station Capacity / (Megawatt Hours)
' (Megawatts)
01 Kothmale 201 IControlled by the Ceylon
[Electricity Board.
[Information is not
lavailable.
02 Ukuwela 40
03 Victoria 210
04 Randenigala 122
05 Rantambe 50
06 Bowathenna 40
07 Udawalawa 4
08 Moragahakanda 25 IDepicted in Table 02
Total 692
Table 02: Power Generation at Moragahakanda
Hydropower Station (From 2020 up to the present)
Serial Year Annual Power Generatio
No. (Megawatt hours)
1 2020 70, 365.82
2 2021 85, 134.58
3 2022 77, 006.80
4 2023 62, 154.35
5 2024 82,437.12
6 2025 97, 189.01
7 Up to March, 2026 23,028.32
(ii)
Reservoir Year of President who approved the
Commencement | constructions
of Operations
Kothmale 1985 Hon. J.R. Jayewardene
Polgolla 1976 Hon. William Gopallawa
Bowathenna 1976 Hon. William Gopallawa
Victoria 1985 Hon. J.R. Jayewardene
Randenigala 1987 Hon. J.R. Jayewardene
Rantambe 1990 Hon. Ranasinghe Premadasa
Maduruoya 1983 Hon. J.R. Jayewardene
Moragahakanda 2018 Hon. Maithripala Sirisena
Udawalawa 1986 Hon J.R. Jayewardene
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(iif)

Reservoir Gross Water Sediment Volumes

Capacity MCM)
(MCM)

Kothmale 170.90 3.1

Polgolla 3.18 1.36

Bowathenna 23.5 The relevant surveys are
scheduled to be conducted
in the future.

Victoria 722.00 The relevant surveys are
scheduled to be conducted
in the future.

Randenigala 801.50 58.5

Rantambe 6.14 5.1

Maduruoya 596.60 The relevant surveys are
scheduled to be conducted
in the future.

Moragahakanda 557.90 The relevant surveys are
scheduled to be conducted
in the future.

Udawalawa 278.20 The relevant surveys are
scheduled to be conducted
in the future.

(iv) The annual maintenance costs (expenditure

incurred) on all reservoirs under the purview of the
Operation and Maintenance Division of the Sri
Lanka Mahaweli Authority are set out in the table
below.

Year Allocation for Rehabilitation (Rs. Mn)
Capital Recurrent Total Cost
Expenditures Expenditure
2021 360.99 259.67 620.67
2022 70.98 99.39 170.37
2023 219.00 297.092 516.092
2024 341.69 380.38 722.07
2025 346.19 474.26 820.44
(v) The Mahaweli water requirements for the ensuing

week are assessed by the Weekly Water
Management Committee convened every Friday by
the Water Management Secretariat and the
distribution of Mahaweli water is executed based on
these assessments. This Committee is attended by
the National Water Supply and Drainage Board, the
Ceylon Electricity Board and the Department of
Irrigation, where decisions are made regarding water
requirements arising from changing rainfall patterns.

Further, at the beginning of each month, the Water
Management Secretariat convenes the Monthly
Water Management Committee to ensure that
monthly water requirements are met and in
accordance with Cabinet recommendations, this
Committee meets during the first week of every
month, bringing together all relevant stakeholder
agencies to make strategic decisions. A multitude of
State institutions, including the Department of
Meteorology, the Ceylon Electricity Board, the
Water Management Secretariat, the Department of
Irrigation, disaster management divisions and the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board

(b)

2330

participate in this process to make collective
decisions aimed at ensuring balanced water resource
management.

Further, prior to the commencement of each season,
definitive decisions are taken regarding national
water requirements for that season at the Water
Management Meeting held at the Gannoruwa
Agricultural Research Institute. During these
deliberations, the agricultural sector, drinking water
needs, electricity supply and meteorological data are
thoroughly analysed to make strategic decisions for
the balanced management of water resources in
order to fulfil the aforementioned national
requirements.

In addition, the Project Management Committees
established for each irrigation scheme implement
the necessary programmes to maintain effective
water management within the respective project
areas. State institutions such as the Department of
Irrigation, the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Agrarian Development collaborate in
this process to maintain an optimal water balance
within the respective irrigation schemes.

Mahaweli
Authority
of Sri
Lanka

The timely and essential maintenance and
operational activities for the major reservoirs
belonging to the Mahaweli Authority of Sri
Lanka are carried out during the respective
periods and an annual report is provided to that
effect. These annual reports incorporate detailed
information regarding any potential disasters,
identified major repairs and the structural
stability of the reservoir structures. The said
reports are archived in the record room for
follow-up purposes, when required. In the
absence of precise quantitative data regarding
anticipated rainfall, as well as definite timelines
for such precipitation, the release of water from
reservoirs cannot be executed. Currently,
operational  decisions rely solely on
meteorological data forecasted by the
Department of Meteorology. Consequently, it is
not feasible to mitigate or control floods
resulting from sudden, high-intensity rainfall
events.

Department
of Irrigation

All major irrigation projects established in Sri
Lanka were executed in accordance with
meticulous and well-structured plans formulated
prior to their construction. Particularly, in the
construction of large-scale reservoirs, the
relevant designs are engineered based on
resilience factors capable of withstanding
maximum probable precipitation and peak flood
volumes. Furthermore, these constructions have
been executed by calculating not only those
factors, but all things such as the possibility of
accidents, stability, the capacity of the reservoir,
the amount of water received from catchment
areas and the strength of the structures.
Therefore, in the face of floods et cetera
occurring based on climate change, the
irrigation system remains stable and through
that, proper flood management can also be
carried out.  Further, for large-scale
constructions carried out at present as well,
studies regarding climate change occurring at
present are conducted, the amount of water
received accordingly is also calculated and
designs are carried out according to calculations
performed based on those data.

©

Does not arise, as per the above Answer.
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