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MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
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Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney at Law
Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law
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Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General
Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education presented the Annual Report of the Sri
Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education for the year 2024 and moved that
the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower
and Human Capital .

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education presented the —

(i) Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2486/13 of
28™ April 2026 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested with the
President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of
1979; and

(i) Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Development Activities
Programme appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of
National Budget for the period from 04.03.2026 to 31.03.2026 in terms of
Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, No. 23 of 2025.

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Minister of Plantation and Community Infrastructure presented the Annual
Report of the National Institute of Plantation Management for the year 2023 and moved
that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment,
Agriculture and Resource Sustainability .

Question put, and agreed to.
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2. Presentation of Public Petitions:
(1) Hon. Rathna Gamage presented—

(i) A petition dated 16.01.2026 from Mrs. Anusha Niranjalee Gamage of
‘Warna’, Mahagedarawatta, Ibulagoda, Rathgama; and

(i) A petition dated 14.12.2025 from Mrs. M.J. Nurul Fareeza of No. 108,
Hirabura Cross Street, Karapitiya, Galle.

(2) Hon. Nihal Galappaththi presented—

(i) A petition dated 24.11.2025 from Mr. M.K.W Wickramarathne of
No. 6/10, 1st Lane, Purana Road, Maharagama;

(i1) A petition dated 27.10.2025 from Mr. Ranjith Samarawickrama of
No. 23, Hydramani House, Manajchawa, Ambalanthota;

(iii)) A petition dated 15.01.2026 from Mr. S.A. Nimal of Minipuragama,
Chithragala, Ambalantota; and

(iv) A petition dated 21.12.2025 from Mrs. W.G. Nandawathi of No. 29/1,
Akkara 10, Hakuruwela.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

3. Telecommunication Levy (Amendment): The Prime Minister and Minister of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education presented,—Bill to amend the
Telecommunication Levy Act, No. 21 of 2011.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, April 20™ 2026, be
printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance .

4. Finance (Amendment): The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education presented,—Bill to amend the Finance Act, No. 35
of 2018.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, April 20" 2026, be
printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance .

5. National Environmental (Amendment): The Minister of Environment
presented,— Bill to amend the National Environmental Act, No. 47 of 1980.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, April 20", 2026, be
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment,
Agriculture and Resource Sustainability.

6. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 am. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to
5.30 p.m.. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.
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7. Rescue, Rehabilitation and Insolvency (Corporate and Personal) Bill:— Order
for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill be now read
a second time.

(At 11.11 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)
(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs moved,— That
Hon. (Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 2.37 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

The Deputy Minister of Mass Media moved,— That Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe do
take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.37 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe took the Chair.)

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,— That Hon. Upul Kithsiri do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At4.39 p.m. Hon. Upul Kithsiri took the Chair.)

(At 5.06 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill be referred
to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)

The Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.

Clause 1 to 480 were agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.
Bill reported without Amendments.

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill, be now
read the third time without amendment.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed.
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8. Adjournment : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourn.

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.53 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy
Chairperson of Committees pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, May 07", 2026.



