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MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Friday, February 20, 2026 at 9.30 a.m.
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Wijesiri Basnayake
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Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri

Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi

Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan

Hon. Fasmin Sharif

Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam

Hon. Thilina Samarakoon

Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera

Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel

Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath

Hon. Dewananda Suraweera

Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi

Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara
Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj

Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney at Law
Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law

Hon. Kabir Hashim
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Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law
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Hon. Muhammad Faizal

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—
I
“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificate on the Bill titled ‘Institute of
Real Estate Professionals, Sri Lanka’ on 19™ February 2026 in terms of the provisions
of Article 79 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. ”
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“I wish to inform Parliament that I have appointed the following Members of
Parliament under the Chair of the Hon. Vijitha Herath to serve on the Select Committee
of Parliament to look into and report to Parliament on the matter of selecting the
Electoral System under which the Provincial Council Elections should be held and
submit its proposals and recommendations in that regard: —

Hon. Muneer Mulaffer

Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney at Law

Hon. Arun Hemachandra

Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Hon. Mano Ganesan

Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam
Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha

Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe

Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi

Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC”.

2. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) Hon. Speaker as the Chair of the
Committee on Standing Orders presented Report of the Committee on Standing Orders
regarding the amendments to the Standing Orders 119 and 120.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed.

(2) The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna, The Chair of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Science, Technology and Digital Transformation on the —

)] Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Science and Technology for
the year 2024;

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Technology for the year
2022; and

1 erformance Reports of the Department ot Registration of Persons tor the
iii)  Perft Rep f the Dep f Registration of P for th
years 2023 and 2024

which were referred to the Committee.
Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law, Member of the
Committee on behalf of the Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law, The
Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations on the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority Bill which
was referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.



(7) M. No. 133

3. Presentation of Public Petitions:

(1) Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated
27.07.2025 from Mrs. H.A. Rajika Jeewani Hettiarachchi of Kevitiya,
Halmillawewa.

(2) Hon. Ajith P. Perera presented a petition dated 09.08.2025 from
Mr. U. Sarath of 'Sewwandhi', Puhuwala Junction, Meewanapalana, Horana.

(3) Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney at Law presented a petition
dated 30.09.2025 from Mr. 1. Dayawansha de Silva of No.120/A/56,
Jayanthi Mawatha, Pamunugama, Alubomulla, Panadura.

(4) Hon. Sunil Biyanwila presented a petition dated 18.08.2025 from
Mrs. T.W. Ajantha Nilmini Kumari Dissanayaka of 7th Mile Post,
Moragolla, Bambaragaswewa, Galewela.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

(At 11.10 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

4. Sittings of the Parliament: The Hon. Minister Health and Mass Media on behalf
of the Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day
shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 11.30 a.m. Standing
Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Adjournment (Issues Relating to Power Sector) : The Minister of Health and
Mass Media moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question Proposed and debated.
(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Energy moved,— That Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 1.39 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe took the Chair.)

The Minister of Energy moved,— That Hon. Chanaka Mathugoda, do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 3.08 p.m. Hon. Chanaka Mathugoda took the Chair.)

The Minister of Labour and Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning moved,—
That Hon. Kins Nelson do take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.

(At 4.07 p.m. Hon. Kins Nelson took the Chair.)

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.50 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding
Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 03, 2026.



