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     Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following              

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificates on the Bills titled ‘Licensing of 

Container Depot Operators’, ‘Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-

Vessel Operating Common Carriers and Container Operators (Amendment)’ and 

‘Parliamentary Pensions (Repeal)’ on 17th of February 2026 in terms of the Article 79 of 

the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.” 

II 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, Member of Parliament, has 

been appointed to serve in the Select Committee of Parliament to look into and Report 

to Parliament on the release of 323 Containers from the Port of Colombo without 

undergoing mandatory physical inspection and submit its proposals and 

recommendations in that regard in terms of the provisions of the Standing Order 106 of 

the Parliament, to fill the vacancy occurred due to the resignation of the Hon. Anura 

Karunathilaka, from the Membership of the Committee.”.  
 

 

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, 

Higher Education and Vocational Education presented — 

(i) Annual Report of the Vocational Training Authority of Sri Lanka for the 

year 2024; and 

(ii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of English of the 

Open University of Sri Lanka for the year 2024  

 and moved that Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education, Manpower and Human Capital . 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(2) The Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development  presented the 

Annual Report of the 1990 Suwaseriya Foundation for the year 2024  and moved that 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health, Media and Women's 

Empowerment. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3) The Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development presented the 

Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Colombo Municipal Council in 

the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament  and 

moved that  Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts . 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The 

Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport, Highways and Urban 

Development presented the report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Transport, Highways and Urban Development on the — 

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban 

Development under Sections 44, 123, 124, 125, 126, 126B, 128, 132, 132A 

and 231 read with Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203) and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2463/04 of 17th November 

2025; and 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban 

Development under Section 237 read with Section 126 of the Motor Traffic 

Act (Chapter 203) and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/52 

of 17th December 2025 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara presented a petition dated 07.07.2025 from 

Mrs. M.D.N.D.P. Kumari of No 24, Maladeniya, Kithalawalana, Mirigama.  

(2) Hon. Chanaka Madugoda presented a petition dated 21.10.2025 from               

Mr. Ranasinghage Siripala of No 8/A, Gonagaha, Makevita, Ja-Ela.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Privileges: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That the question of 

privilege arising out of the matters raised by the Hon. Riyas Farook, M.P. on                 

05th February, 2026 in Parliament to the effect that his privileges have been infringed, be 

referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the provisions of 

Standing Order 118 of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6. Leave to introduce Bill :  Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake seconded by Hon. 

Chanaka Madugoda  moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—  

“Bill to incorporate the Mahawilachchiya Education Centre for Children.”  

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed. 

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister 

of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education for report. 
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 7. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No. 1): The Minister of 

Transport, Highways and Urban Development on behalf of the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That the 

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under     

Section 2(3) of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2464/14 of 25th November 2025, which was presented on 

05.02.2026, be approved. 

(At 12.01 p.m. the Deputy Speaker  took the Chair.)  

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Speaker  took the Chair.)  

The  Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports moved,—  That Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika 

Athauda, Attorney at Law  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.32 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, Attorney at Law  took the Chair.) 

(At 2.26 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)  

The  Deputy Minister of Digital Economy moved,—  That Hon. Lakshman Nipuna 

Arachchi  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.24 p.m. Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi , Attorney at Law  took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No. 2): The Minister of 

Transport, Highways and Urban Development on behalf of the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That the 

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under 

Section 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2465/16 of 04th December 2025, which was presented on 

05.02.2026, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No. 3): The Minister of 

Transport, Highways and Urban Development on behalf of the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That the 

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under     

Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2469/12 of 31st December 2025, which was presented on 

05.02.2026, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

10. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance: The Minister of Transport, 

Highways and Urban Development on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That the Resolution 

under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import Duties, 
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 which was presented on 05.02.2026, be approved. (Gazette Extraordinary No. 2464/15 

of 25th November 2025).  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

11. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No. 1), The Minister of Transport, 

Highways and Urban Development moved,— That the Regulations made by the 

Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development under Sections 44, 123, 124, 

125, 126, 126B, 128, 132, 132A and 231 read with Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act 

(Chapter 203) and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2463/04 of                            

17th November 2025, which were presented on 06.02.2026, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

12. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No. 2), The Minister of Transport, 

Highways and Urban Development moved,— That the Regulations made by the 

Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development moved,— That the 

Regulation made by the  Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development 

under Section 237 read with Section 126 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203) and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/52 of 17th December 2025, which were 

presented on 06.02.2026, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

13. Adjournment (Establishment of a State Free from Bribery and 

Corruption) : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament 

do now adjourn. 

Question Proposed and debated.  

The  Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development moved,—  That Hon. 

Kitnen Selvaraj do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 5.08  p.m. Hon. Kitnen Selvaraj took the Chair.) 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.45 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding  

Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, February 19, 2026. 

 


