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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date of closure of the Colombo National
Art Gallery, which is managed by the
Department of Cultural Affairs, for
renovation;

2026 &8 21 1996

(it)  whether he is aware that the said renovation
activities have not yet been completed;

(iii)  the amount of money that has been spent on
the said renovation activities so far;

(iv) whether he admits that 42 invaluable
ancient paintings which had been kept at
the National Art Gallery have disappeared;
and

(v) the measures that are to be taken in this
regard?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether a pension is paid to the widows of
military personnel killed in action, from the
date of the death of such military personnel
up to the date on which they would have
reached retirement; and

whether a fixed monthly allowance is paid
to such widows after the said date of
retirement?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(M

whether a fixed monthly allowance is paid
to the widows of military personnel who
reported missing during the war, effective
from the date on which such personnel
would have reached their retirement age;

©

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

2000

if not, whether the payment of such
allowance is denied on the grounds of the
entry ‘missing due to a terrorist attack’ in
the death certificate;

if so, whether he admits that it constitutes
an injustice to the widows of such war
heroes; and

whether there is a possibility of making
legal provision to pay the fixed monthly
allowance to the widows of such war
heroes, taking into account the period they
have been missing?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public

Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of financial cybercrime cases
currently pending, under investigation, on
which legal action is being taken and those
that have been resolved, separately by
province and year;

Security and

(i) the average time taken to investigate and
prosecute financial cybercrime cases;

(iii)  whether dedicated cybercrime investigation
units with expertise in financial fraud have
been established in all provinces;

(iv) the Government’s stance on the use of
advanced technologies such as Al-based
fraud detection systems for investigating
financial cybercrimes; and

(v) the steps the Government has taken to
prevent financial cybercrimes, including
collaboration with financial institutions and
the use of advanced technologies such as
Al-based fraud detection systems?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) separately, the names of the officers
attached to the education zones who are
currently serving as In-Service Advisers
and Resource Persons on an acting basis;

(i) the names of the officers who have been
appointed as In-Service Advisers and
Resource Persons on acting basis by the
Secretary to the Provincial Ministry of
Education for the Eastern Province, the
Provincial Director of Education for the
Eastern Province and Zonal Directors of
Education for the Eastern Province; and

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to confirm the
In-Service Advisers and Resource Persons
who have been serving in their respective
posts on an acting basis for a prolonged
period?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Education)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) date on which the Suraksha Student
Insurance Scheme was launched;

(ii) initial objectives of the said insurance
scheme;

(i) number of school children who have
benefited from the said insurance scheme
each year separately, since its inception;

(iv) name of the insurance company that
implements the said insurance scheme; and

(v) current position of the Government on the
said insurance scheme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(24) @)HTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) reason for not hitherto commencing legal
proceedings in the new court complex in
Beligaha, Galle, in spite of the fact that it
was declared open on 19" July, 2024,

(if) expected dates for the commencement of
legal proceedings in the said court
complex;

(iii) purposes for which the ancient buildings
and premises of the Galle Fort Courts
Complex, where judicial proceedings are
currently being conducted, are expected to
be used, after the commencement of duties
at the aforesaid new complex; and
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(iv) loss incurred by not making use of the
buildings and land of the new court
complex in Beligaha, Galle to date?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED BY RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Rural Development Bureau is
implementing development projects in the
Muruththanai Grama Niladhari Division of
the  Koralaipattu  South  Divisional
Secretariat Division in the Batticaloa
District;

(i)  if so, the names of the aforesaid projects;

(iii) the total amount allocated for the said
projects; and

(iv) the current progress of the said projects?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social  Security and  Community
Empowerment)
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UAE %4 699 539 462 471 729 431 756 782 754 1169 193 8221
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7[Malsysia 241 248 142 8 119 9§ 36 19 12 81 62 12 1,242
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11 {Lchanon 73 I <8 34 & <8 60 1 3 28 14 8 2
12 Muldives 13 8 19 18 23 Hs 49 24 44 58 62 13 40
13[South ke [T 4 41 3] 3 26 [ 5 3 I8 [ B )
j4{Caprn 7 20 30 bY] L s 16 13 16 12 15 X 16;
¥ | Furkes 0 s 15 19 Y 4 3 i 38 2] 351 3 LA}
16 [Iract 16 12 ) 3 [ 10, 10 s N 36! 14 10
£7|Kurdistan i3] ] 3 2 8 6 3 o [ 0 0 o ¥4
18[Singapore 8 7 3 s 14 4 2 s 10 ) 3 0 B
1olsapan o 2 1 3 2 2 2 B 4 s 2 3 &4
20{Serhia 0 (U f 0 0 (1 0 1] 0 6 7 i 33
211} ashuania 21 4 2 1} 24 s | 9 0 1 R - I
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12 Moldovs 0 0 0 0 0 u [ [ 0 [ 41 9; 50
23{Scychelles u 2 20 ! 3 Ll s L 4 DU | 3 B I |
24 {Honp Kong 13 4 7 ki 7 noo.2 0 k3 . o 0 _ 43
25 Mauritius & 1 ! 4 i 2 3 (U L . " il
h{Kvrevastan 0 0 [} 1 1] 0! 0 (] u X ] of 27
17{ianiopia [0 0 0 [i 3 12 1 0 1 0 1 1 18}
5Sudan 3 [} [} 1] 1 0 [ [ 12 [ 0 [ 16
39 Georgi U} 0 v 0 v Q ] [ [} ] \ 1 11
30 {Fakistan 1 1 3 0 1 [} 0 [ 0 < 0 0 1
31{Albania ] (1 0 [ o 0 0 2 8 0 [ ) L)
32{irag 0 [} [ [ i ] 1 1 1N 0 [0 0 )
ii Hungan 0 0 [N 0 0 [ [ 0 1 1 4 2 8
34{Papus New Guinea 0 0 0 [} [] 0 0 0 [} 1 7 0 8
35{Uganda 0 1 [ 1 [ [ [ 0 1 0 ] U S
16[Kenya [ 0 0 o o ) 2 0 i 0 0 4 7
A37{North Cyvprus [ 0 0 0 ] 0 0 o U [ 0 [} 0
18[Egpt 2 1 o - g{ ) ! ] [ o [ " 0 d
10{Tibva 0 n ) 1 0 0 [1] 0 0 0 v 0 s
40 {Malts 0 0 0 o} 0 0 0 1 0 2 i 1 £
41[Afghanistan 2| 1 0] 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
42[Banglndesh 0 0 1] [ 0 2 1 0 0 [ 0 0 3
“!fiehrus 4 0 0 [ [} 0 ] 0 0 0 0 1] 4
441Cabon 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 4
45{Cambodia 0 0 9 a 0 0f 1 0 0 2 0 1 3
46/Comoros 0 3 0 [l 0 o 0 0 o 0 n 0 3
47/Indonesia 0 1 [ 0 0 0 1 0 [ 0 1 1) 3
48|Canada 0 0 Q 1 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 1 [ 2
49} 1Ireland 0 0 [ ] 0 0 0 0 0 b 2 a0 1
S0|New Zealand 1 0 [ [ 0 9 q 0 0 0 1 ] 2
51 [Nigeria 1 | 0 0 0 0 [) 0 [) 0 0 0 3
52|United Kingdom 0 0 0 0! 0 0 0 0 0 [ 2 0 1
53[Yemen 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
S4|Australia 0 1] [ 0 0 0 Q 1} 1 0 0 { 1
55{Congo 1] ¢ 1 a (i 0 0 0 1] 0 0 @ !
$6|Croatia 0 0 0 a 0 [} 0 0 ] 0 1 i 1
70 ibout: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a ! [ i 0 ]
s8lFiji 0 0 [} 1 0 0 0 0 0 [ a 0 \
9|Greece 0 0 Q 0 0 1 0 Q9 [ 1] 0 |
60|India 0 0 ] ] 0 1 0 Q a0 0 0 f 1
6 italy 0 0 0 1 0! 0 0 u 0 1) ] [} I
62| Kazakhstan Q 0 0 0 [ 1 0 ] 0 0 Q it 1
63[Malawi 0 1 [] 1 0 0 0 0 [ [ 0 ] 1
64| Myanmar 0 ] (] 0 ] 0 0 0 0 0 ! [ !
65{North Yemen 1 Lo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 1
66{Syria 0 0 0 Q 1] 0 1 i} 0 a 0 0 1
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil

Aviation and Minister of Energy)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Questions raised by
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is as follows:

1. Total outstanding payments presently due to
renewable energy developers is, Rs. 8,057,852,888.35.

The breakdown of the average cost per unit is as

follows:
Energy Source Average cost per
unit (Rs.)

Major hydro 2.05

Mini hydro 14.67

Solar (Rooftop and ground-mounted 25.13 5
solar)

Wind 17.40

Biomass 38.70

Waste to energy 36.20

2. Payments to thermal power suppliers have been
prioritized is a wrong interpretation. We have not

prioritized the thermal power supply. Our priority is 6

always to maintain stability of the powe supply. The
National System Operator’s priority has been to
ensure a continuous electricity supply despite the
record-high electricity demand, increased fuel prices

and low hydro conditions. So, no priority has been 7

given to thermal power plants, as the question states.
Priority has been given to ensure a continuous supply
of fuel to power plants. So, the cash flow was
managed to achieve that objective.
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The average unit cost for thermal power generation
projected for 2026 from interim tariff filing is, Rs.
31.99.

. Only energy costs are provided and capacity costs

have been excluded.
Year Thermal Renewables
(excl. EGL Hydro)
2024 29.86 19.98
2025 28.11 21.92
2026 (from 31.99 23.38
tariff filing)

. Again, what is given in the question is a wrong

interpretation. There is no policy basis for
continuously curtailing renewable energy generation.
Any curtailment has been purely due to technical
reasons. The system stability is at risk when there is a
low demand and a high renewable energy generation,
especially during weekends and holidays.

The utility successfully maintained the grid despite an
approximately 800 MW additional renewable energy
penetration, mainly from rooftop solar, in the last 15
months.  Several technical solutions  were
implemented during that time. As an additional
measure, tenders for Battery Energy Storage Systems
of a capacity of 160 MW have been awarded and
contracts have been signed. Another tender for
batteries of a capacity of 300 MW will be floated in
the near future. The procurement of a 100 MW
frequency control BESS is ongoing as well.

So, with these statistics, we can clearly see that the
Government has focused on increasing the renewable
energy supply. At the same time, I would like to
mention that up to 2024, we had only a percentage of
6.2 of rooftop solar. However, by 2025, it had been
increased to 10.7 per cent and as of April, 2026, it is
13.3 per cent. So, you can clearly see that rooftop
solar has doubled during the past one-and-a-half
years. And, that clearly indicates that, as a
Government, we have given priority to increase the
renewable energy component of our power
generation.

. What is mentioned in the question is, again, based on

wrong information. There is no evidence that BESS
tariff and incentive structures have been unattractive
because the recent tender attracted 153 bids from 38
bidders and very competitive prices were achieved.
So, that means there is no question of BESS being
attractive.

. The total number of renewable energy developers

affected by delayed payments is, 386. The other
information is not available at the moment. Once I get
it, I will let you know, Hon. Member.

. The NSO made a payment of Rs. 2 billion on 19th

May, 2026, a few days ago. Another Rs. 1 billion will
be paid to renewable energy plants next week.  So,
we are optimistic to fully settle the outstanding
balance before the end of June.
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8. The Cabinet has approved the National Electricity
Policy and the National Tariff Policy that will ensure
long-term energy security targets. The policies include
measures for a comprehensive renewable energy road
map covering tariffs, storage policy, grid integration
and safeguards to electricity consumers.

Thank you.
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EXPEDITION OF LONG-PENDING CASES OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS
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(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlwesT FTELSS et @)rTaLoment&asin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to raise the following
Question under Standing Order No. 27(2).

A widely accepted principle in many countries is that
individuals engaged in political struggles or protests
should not be treated as ordinary criminals, but as
political prisoners.

In line with internationally recognized standards,
including those of the Council of Europe, a "political
prisoner" may be understood as a person whose detention
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arises primarily from political beliefs, actions or identity,
particularly where such detention violates fundamental
rights or results from disproportionate punishment or
unfair or politically influenced legal processes.

Sri Lanka itself provides a clear precedent. Following
past insurrections, individuals associated with the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna - the JVP - were granted amnesty,
released and reintegrated into democratic political life
with many, today, holding positions of public office. Sir,
most Members across the aisle, if pardon had not been
given, cannot even hold those positions today.

This demonstrates that political conflicts have
previously been addressed through political and
restorative measures rather than prolonged punitive
detention.

However, a disparity appears to exist in the continued
detention and legal treatment of individuals connected to
the Tamil political struggle, many of whom have been
held for prolonged periods, often under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, PTA, which this Government also
promised to repeal and which they have not done to date,
with significant delays in indictments and trials. This
raises  serious concerns regarding  consistency,
proportionality and equality before the law.

Sir, there are some individuals who have been in
prisons for 15, 20 or 30 years. I have the whole list of
names and the number of years they have been detained.

It is also pertinent that the National People’s Power -
the NPP - pledged in its election Manifesto to address the
issue of political prisoners.

Sir, in light of the above, I raise the following
questions:

1.  Will the Ministry of Justice and National
Integration provide a list of individuals who have
been in prolonged detention, including those held
under the PTA, together with the current status of
proceedings in each case?

2. What steps has the Attorney-General’s
Department taken to expedite indictments and
prosecutions in long-pending cases?

3. What measures are being implemented to reduce
delays within the court system in such cases?

4. Are there any mechanisms in place to review cases
of prolonged detention to ensure compliance with
principles of fairness, proportionality and non-
discrimination?

5. ‘What role has the Ministry of Justice and National
Integration played in facilitating or recommending
Presidential pardons for those serving long-term or
life sentences?

6.  What concrete steps have been taken to implement
the commitments made in the NPP election
Manifesto regarding political prisoners?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, now, you have completed raising your
Question.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, I am explaining why I am raising this Question. I
am winding up.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have completed raising the
Question.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, give me just 30 seconds, Sir.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Hon. Speaker, the information and the data sought
have to be collected from the TID, the Attorney-General
as well as from the Prison Headquarters. So, to give a
proper Answer, please grant me two weeks' time. I will
make sure that I give a full and a comprehensive Answer
to the Question raised by the Hon. Member on a day he is
present in Parliament.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, we will discuss this matter at the
Parliamentary Business Committee.
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PRIVILEGE: ALLEGATION MADE BY HON. (DR.)

RAMANATHAN ARCHCHUNA ON 19.05.2026 IN
PARLIAMENT

®©0 8.8. 095350 E® wmn

(oressryfl@ of.e8. GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Speaker, on the 19% of May, 2026, Ramanathan
Archchuna had spoken in the House referring to me,
stating that I had, in the Library of Parliament, in a
“disgusting and disrespectful” manner abused one Ms.
Kowshalya Narendran.

Sir, this statement by the said Member is completely
false. I never met, spoke to or even came face to face with
the said individual in Parliament on the 19" of May.
Further, 1 can state categorically that, even prior to the
19™ of May or thereafter, I had never spoken to the said
person or even come into contact with such person.

The false claim by the said Member of Parliament,
accusing me of behaving in an abusive manner to a
person in the Parliamentary complex and that, too, to a
female has the clear intention of falsely making
allegations and bringing disrepute to my credibility and
my work as a Member of Parliament.

I, therefore, strongly urge you to safeguard my
Privileges as a Member of Parliament and maintain the
basic ethics in the way the Members must behave, by not
speaking falsehood and misleading this House and the
public as a whole, by taking appropriate disciplinary
action against the said Member. 1 also seek a formal
apology from him for uttering blatant falsehoods against
me.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS
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AL-HASHIMI ASSOCIATION (INCORPORATION) BILL

®©C 208 08O dwmo

(wressryfl@ &7 anafib)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Al-
Hashimi Association.”

0 @] ®endessy DHmn
(oressrLyfl @ wGerr &Gswrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

S8z ed80 o &

2 GLorBlE .
Seconded.
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B L ewerufl i’ L gy.
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FAPHLI LITGIBTLIL] WP FAPSs UYL Hs0S QYDIDIF (S Yfdbends
CFUIIILIGSDHBTHF FTL L L1011 F).

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community
Empowerment for report.

OO OBNBDRD)
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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have 18 minutes, Hon. Minister.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman. You
have 12 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Next, the Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama. You have
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath)

Sir, please give me half a minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Dinesh Hemantha. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have four minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. D.V. Chanaka. You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Arkam Ilyas - Deputy Minister of Power)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Deputy Minister?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Deputy Minister. |
will give you 30 seconds, anyway. Hon. S.M. Marikkar,
do you want to take that on?
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Yes, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. But, do not make it a debate please.

Hon. Deputy Minister, I will give you 30 seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. S.M. Marikkar. Make it very brief. I will
give you also just 15 seconds.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

Hon. D.V. Chanaka, I am sorry about the interruption.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan. You have
two minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Major General
Sooriyabandara. You have 10 minutes.
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@0 (§90250) ©8.9E.8.98. BLPYESod ®wmo
(omessTyifl@ (H6VTHIF) 6TiD.6T6V.67.6TLD. QMIlEIVLIEVVTAD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)

I will wind up, Sir.

18,000 epumiid@ 2 r&Hemg euTnhid, @ BrEhd GClbsvsnsw
Blwimw (PLIWITE).
Gurswrer GuTmerTsTy Blawevswoullsd @) HHEI6% TR
@)wm&Sprissr. sTerGeu, S|6ur 6T
@sn&Nw BLaugbenssamer Cunlsmsrer Geoussur(hCewrd
Casl ®), allewL_Gum#lssTCmeir. Bevrnj!!

allewesg  allhs afleusruilssr s

Qserrey  ewLOFFIT

®©0 Bewdes BN

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Upul Kithsiri. You have
10 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, we are
debating three Regulations under the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act and nine Resolutions under the
Appropriation Act. Those are being passed primarily to
stem the downsliding of the economy, to stabilize it and
to some extent, bring about growth.

But, the people in the Northern Province, which I
represent, Madam, have long-term problems. The
Regulations and Resolutions under the Acts we are
discussing today are for short-term concerns. If you look
at the GDP contribution of the Northern Province, it is at
the last place. So, we need fairly serious policies brought
into effect, if the Northern Province is to move forward.

The matter that I wish to raise, Madam, is with regard
to education because, at the end of the day, education has
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to be the foundation on which any country could expect
development to take place. And, in the Northern
Province, the complete opposite is being done. The
education in the Northern Province handled by the
provincial administration, which is controlled by this
Government through the Governor, is deliberately being
destroyed. In the Northern Province, actions carried out
under the name of "transfers based on 'exigencies of
service' " have seriously affected education. Transfers can
only be carried out under annual transfers, transfers based
on exigencies of service and on disciplinary action. Then,
transfers on the basis of exigencies of service can only be
carried out under three circumstances: one, when there is
an urgent and immediate need for a teacher in a particular
school; two, when the service of a specific teacher is
specifically required for a particular school and three,
when retaining a teacher in a particular station or school
leads to problems or disturbances. Only under those three
circumstances can a transfer be made on the grounds of
exigencies of service. But, without any consultation with
teachers’ trade unions or their participation, educational
authorities of the Northern Province arbitrarily
transferred 193 teachers under the pretext of exigencies
of service.

Section 3.3 under Chapter III of the Establishments
Code clearly states, I quote:

"One or more Transfer Boards should be set up in every
Department which has twenty five or more transferable officers."

And, this matter is also referred to in Section 188 of
the Northern Provincial Public Service Procedural
Regulations Code published in Gazette Extraordinary No.
1817/30 dated 03.07.2013.

Further, Section 259 of the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2310/29 dated 14.12.2022 states, I quote:

"Before a public officer is transferred on exigencies of service,
the Appointing Authority or the authority with delegated power
shall satisfy himself that a need has actually arisen as set out in
Section 258 above and that the transfer concerned cannot be
deferred till the next annual transfers."

This matter is also referred to in Section 208 of the
Northern  Provincial ~ Public  Service  Procedural
Regulations Code published under Gazette Extraordinary
No. 1817/30 dated 03.07.2013. Furthermore, as specified
under the category of "transfers" classified under Section
185, these transfers should have been carried out only
under the category of “annual transfers.”

Madam, in view of those irregularities in the Northern
Province or the way in which they have handled those
transfers, many teachers who have already received
annual transfers have still not been released from their
respective schools by the Northern Provincial education
authorities.

The appeals submitted by teachers affected by those
transfers based on exigencies of service have also been
handled by the Northern Provincial Public Service
Commission in a politically-influenced, discriminatory
and vindictive manner. As a result, the fundamental rights
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of many affected teachers have been severely violated
including the right to livelihood of both the teachers and
their dependent members.

The irregularities committed by the Northern
Provincial Public Service Commission in handling these
appeals include, victimizing teachers in violation of
Section 4.4 of the Northern Provincial Transfer Policy,
although the service in the islands, Vadamarachchi East
and other similar areas had been consistently treated as
equivalent to outstation services up to 2025 by Transfer
Board decisions, only certain teachers who served in such
areas were selectively victimized and many affected
teachers have completed more than six years of service in
areas considered equivalent to outstation service and
several had submitted medical documents. Despite that,
they have been victimized for speaking on media against
the injustices committed against them.
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I am winding up, Madam.

Also, the teachers currently teaching English-medium
subjects were victimized under the guise of "service
requirement transfers" despite there being no actual
requirement for such transfers in the recipient district
schools. This has also adversely affected the rights of the
students studying under those teachers. Then, whilst
teachers who had served for more than six years in the
Island Zone, previously considered equivalent to
outstation service, were transferred to other districts,
individuals who had never served in outstations or
equivalent service areas were transferred into the Island
Zone. That is discriminatory, Madam.
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I hope, if the Government is true to its word that they
are genuinely not discriminating against the people of the
North and the East and that they truly want the Northern
Province, which is, today, in the last place with regard to
the GDP contribution in this country, to be developed, the
last thing they would do is to act in this arbitrary and
discriminatory way with regard to education in the
Northern Province, which directly comes under the
President because the Governor and the Northern
Province directly come wunder the control of the
Government today.

Thank you.
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1t being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.42 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Friday, 22nd May, 2026.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

©C 08 WS ENBD O BBBY @esy B¢, &g S5 W
sped wewxsl 105 ydmwed - 20002026 - 88nc 20
Boow, 92BBO wy S 098¢y @@z ©0 (eedes) &8
Ceai3or @m0 8B WD WICHW QE O D .

wressrL L@ rail &mewTTH TGS eursermed Gl Gl L
@Gerewpw  puBIGL  usdlrdslastar o Gevss
afleorreyds@ - 2000/2026 - aflewwefllliugme, ef ooy,
Blirwmenfliy wHmIb BT uYPhise) HewwFFi LTesrLdlE
(wougglwir) &AL geawmdbian Sjeuisst @)rewr() UTTdH:TeD
Sjsusred GamiflujsirerTi.

The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe, Minister of
Housing, Construction and Water Supply has requested
for two weeks' time to reply to Question No. 1 -
2000/2026 - raised by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
appearing in today's Order Paper.
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®0 08 WS €BNWBH OWmo DBLT s C¢, @¢ 5 W S0HCSTIH, HTOBML  QUeTHIGZET, &Tewll  LHMID
sped wewsy 20 ygdmwed - 2001/2026 - 88xnc &0 BrliurgeT SewisFamrds CsL L aflerr:

8O, 8@ wdBs, 9RO 6y DB8&Ee @i ©o e=.8. (@) @)
GG I O 8w WICBE PEE &D.
renTLfl@ rall &HewTTHTWSS JjauTherTsd Gsl sl L,
@)srempw PBIGL LSBT SHBVIsTer 2941 B)eVdS afleTTeydE,
- 200172026 - el welliugn@, swsH6STHID, HTEOBEML
QUETBIGZET, HTewsfl WHMID FTLILTFRT SeVDFFT LOTEHTLLG
Ca.le. T &THS YUTHET 6 DTHBTV Y EUBTFLD (i)
Gamrmluysiremmir.

The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation has requested for one
month's time to reply to Question No. 2 - 2001/2026 -
raised by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake appearing in (iii)
today's Order Paper.

OB ¢l8w 88T Bword®m »O» ¢
D08@28® O10e5a): Bese® 5% Gacos®

& Teusd Y Flsrreenuursd Gpelarsrertiui’ i i)
BriuTsFeTsd L kiser. ClFsveaysmssT HMILD
&(THLOTGUTLD
IRRIGATION PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN BY MAHAWELI
AUTHORITY: EXPENSES AND REVENUE

2002/2026
3. ©0; 08 WSenBNW DW= )
(orenTfl@ rall &HesTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
8O, 8@ O, @RO wy D886 @i HDIensT (vi)
g geime (1):
(2) 1) & cow PvE almiBwu B8BsY &8 gad®ved
80 2025.12.31 92 8 ¢ ¢omy ¢ T (vii)
Bwce®8 GO dmnd, R ewddsn B (A,
B, C, D, H, L v R) g® 0057 by
DREGTY eSO, (viii)
(i) ©UBE DsaBe @08y WS ©8Ed WIS

WO  Cled WOS  ErndeBOdewmed
s8eme wdenle ww Yo IO BHIO

@evBiens  WHTUD  YBIBTTFHLIWITE)  H|H6dT
O TDLILD (LpBH6L 2025.12.31 QUM
GuphGsmsireriiun’ Qurdsd Slrevor_
cpsvgerd  Cevallesrd, wmflw 'L kigserfler
ogliuenLullsv (A, B, C, D, H, L wpmio R)
QeusuGoumTa WTG) 6TETLIENSU|LD;

waTeued] H(HSSIL_L 1D ridLildaiiu’ L Lilsreri
SfsOu@SsOIL’ L g 6Ths  FerTsluguile
BlHUTHSHSTEL  6THTUMBW|D, I SHSMBII
SINBILEGSS0 TS DT 6D
Y TIDLNGSILL L G| 6TETLIEDSW|LD;

2020 @wsev 2025  euewy,  Birliurdestd
SLLewThiIgeT, Bt ellhueneTssT, &mrewflds
BSHHWBHET LoHmLD 6TEMEBTILI suenilas
QFwHuTHsefsv [OGIES] TN
QU(HL_THS U(HLOTET CLPSUBISHET WITENEU 6TEITLIENS
QeusuGeumraeyLd;

Brewnwiid, eul iy eflSlGBIGET WHMID SHLewevT
erd QFaisgid L suswent allLynisenerd
HUIgHHTL g,  HTEUD  HHSSI L BI%EHL65T
QariyswLw  Blaeweuuileerer 2 srHTL (B
wHmid  GeueflBr K LS 6THST  WiTeweu
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

BrlureEsT ugmofiysg Qariurs
Qam&6lLwmrt  armissTer  SHELTSW
QFev6y WITG 6TETLIENSW|LD;

SSMaI  GFaydb@D 2 ewremiouile LTl
QupriLl L LGS TEWEHSGD  @)ewL_uilsvmesr
2UFQ upplujid;

jswremioullsy CHeMID GFWHBIMET sV
llUToTesT [T  HEWTHBTIIEY BLSSLI
UL_(h6TeTSH T 6T63TLIENSIUJLD;

Ojsueurmmuilesr, X XA W HenH
LITT TEHLOSITM & 515 & F FrUssiu@Gwr
6TEITLIGN S| LD

Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliirrr?

300w g D ww O,
(i) 2020 80 2025 OFww Dy WcH BE () GeEeD, erair?
DB@08® mtdn, Sc S¢Be goeds, 90O asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

AR O v goomy Dr&d ®OgmOEsY  and Irrigation:

oy 8 @} Db8m @cw® @8e 05y

0053 Dot mOes; (a)  Will he inform this House -

@iv) &eC Som, 0@ gmsm w0 G0 HES8Se® @
B wcwsy OB, @HE OvaBOEO
3OeD OB Bo odBe wy dode enw
YDrenw eI enE;

(V) ©B@dwn 585 OGD) eCw .
enEedwWIdemO D1 D OOz B83D1e (i1)
»oede;

(Vi) ©® BBDw e @ BED® gw w06 0138 amd
e0e35¥ e WDeYE;

(Vi) O BB® mbw 00l ewd ©DIndm
Boemmwn O Bedc;

(vil)) el »HO, &8 Dabmd 8Ee®@sInDO @28y
WOBTOBIE; (iv)

(iii)

@Y S@ @O wwdd ¢ esie?
(0) oznded 50, 5i¢?

the total cumulative Capital Expenditure
incurred by the Mahaweli Authority of Sri
Lanka from its inception to 31.12.2025,
separately by major schemes (A, B, C, D,
H, L and R);

the President under whose administration
the Mahaweli Project was initiated and
subsequently accelerated and the year in
which such acceleration commenced;

the annual revenue streams generated from
irrigation charges, hydropower sales, land
leases and other commercial activities,
separately from year 2020 to 2025;

the outstanding domestic and foreign debt
attributable to  Mahaweli  projects,
indicating currency, interest rates  and
maturity profile;
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(b)

(v) the current cost per hectare of irrigation
maintenance;
(vi) the comparison between such cost and
actual cost recovery;
(vi))  whether any recent performance or forensic
audit has been conducted; and
(viii)  if so, whether such report will be tabled in
Parliament?
If not, why?

@0 o.8. CE I Pvmn (8B5S, vg s,
@0® 8 DIB®IED @B B®o)
(oreryllg Cs.e. Te) &HThHS - HwWHESTYHV, HTVHHL

QUSRI 6T, HTEuwT LOHMILD BT LILITFT HEDLOFFT)
(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation)

(®

(&)

(1)

)
(i)
(iif)
(iv)

V)
(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

850 01* @87 ¢dDo gm.
@8.g28. SwedERD Owmo, 1977 D&sw
¢ 9en® 02* 087 ¢fDo g.

OB D1BOCO D 8OB odBw wo
Bed@u Bw evw y@renw 8EDE @m0 @9
DI TFENDICD @DBST CR O GBDE.

Cel e@CeumsTe DoeaBe @Gi8n RO
e05E0sl Ao we (Bede wd®sx
@c8me®sined aBebm adwe
smdFed g  ER/ICN/IW/L/OL o
2022.11.22 B 88w 085 e@icowmsie
B BB DEIC §a¢ais® OB Drs0e5arcs e3aB
BBO 00nedry Cho s BudE wews
©wagd ®BIBN DO BT .

a8 1,600.00

83016 O» gw BB 008, O Bewo
808957 B @BISE.

8 oo @8 88m8w w®ITTRewsT e
230 0¥ eDfwidm Dvemwnl SO
@BV,

un BERC a5 goog @50ed.

D8@ 00 0wl 0DINdHm Sndcmmen @O D)

@5)0@1@ @185{ 5

938y BB wewo Dobmodus

OBNOB.

)

(i)
(ii)
(iv)

@ emewrii) ¥01@)ev GOl Hsieng;.

. Cm. . BweuTssesr Seuiser, 19770
24,60T(D).

@ewewriiL) *02@)ev @I LiL (HsiTeng).
WwaTeued  HHSHIL_ L BIGEHL 6T O TLe»L_ww

Blepiemeuuilsyisirer
QeueflBTL_ (B
SBUVEHMTS  SlewmCFMuil O pbg  CubmIs

o BT (h LoMHMILD

6UISS

SL6T  OBTenHHer

G reiremr Geusssrig ujsiteng;.

* gedwmced 58 ¢».
* preaflenevigale) smeudksLILIL BTN,
* Placed in the Library.

™)
(vi)

(vii)

(viii)
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2 STTewTD: CITEHEANEHS HHSIHL L SmB
BleweBlnisaId Curpl®, Gupliu’ L sLebr
(QeueflBr_®
Flemewtsasengglesr  Gevglals  uewilliLimeri
Brwssslesr @evsso ER/CNAW/LO1 - whmib
2022.11.22.sy1p H19B5HB)60T
eLPSVLD) QurrEansbs B LOlsTeuEY
BlewsviLigglest QU(HLOT6DTLD, Cuperss
SHSIIL_LSws5  BMieyausnHeTHEl Gumiinl L

Qe mLiurs 6UGITHIG 6T

Flagluil i’

sLewers  SpUlsF  Qoissieusn@  LwesT
uBSSLILBus TS HnflailsasliLl (HeTerg,.

epum 1,600.00

QFsv6s6iT er SmailL_LiLBeuglsvsmsv.

sTaarGou, LI T(H CmHolsTerariiLL_ailssmev.

@evsiens waTeusd HyFlarrFemu CGTLLITS

Qrwmrpeir VLG eflurioTeT  HIessT
HMTHSBTILEY BLSSLILIL aflssn6D.

Cuherss ugleSlest SjigLiLienL_uiled
QgriyuL_rg).

(=) QrwnHPDesT VLG ANLITOTET BHIKHT SETHSBTIIeY
CuhesTsTariiuL_rg SrrenissTed, Fwilfliugne

(@)

(b)

sTeuals YPlhen s @)sVsm6v.

@
(i)

(iif)
(iv)

™)
(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Depicted in Annex 01%*.

His Excellency J.R. Jayewardene, year
1977.

Depicted in Annex 02*.

Information regarding the outstanding
domestic and foreign loan amounts
pertaining to Mahaweli projects must be
obtained from the General Treasury.

Eg: Loans acquired for the establishment of
the = Moragahakanda  Project.  (The
Additional Director General of the
Department of External Resources has
informed by letter No. ER/CN/IW/L/01
dated 22.11.2022 that the revenue from the
Moragahakanda Hydropower Station shall
be utilized for the settlement of the loans
obtained for the establishment of the said
project.)

Rs. 1,600.00

The cost is not reimbursed and therefore,
no comparison is made.

No performance or forensic audit has been
conducted with respect to the Mahaweli
Authority of Sri Lanka.

Does not arise, as per the above answer.

Since no performance or forensic audit has been
conducted, there is no report available for
submission.

* getwmced 58 ¢».
* prallsweViigBlel) swausbSLILIL (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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