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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a pledge has been made through
the Manifesto "A Thriving Nation - A
Beautiful Life" to establish Provincial
Directorates of Public Prosecution external
to the Attorney-General's Department to
undertake prosecution matters on behalf of
the Government;

(i) whether it is acknowledged that the above
policy is correct; and

(iii) if so, the reasons for not establishing
Provincial ~ Directorates  of  Public
Prosecution for each Province of Sri Lanka
outside the Attorney-General's Department,
as per the above pledge, so far?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

V)

(if)

whether situations have arisen in which
essential drug suppliers are being
discredited and removed from supply by
deliberate creation of quality failures in
relation to several major pharmaceutical
products; and

the occasions where life-saving/expensive
drugs that are required to be stored at a
temperature between 2-8°C have been
withdrawn from use due to various reasons
during last five years?

(b) Ishe aware -

(M

(if)

that the removal of long-term suppliers
through the creation of quality problems in
drugs is also taking place at the regional
hospital level;

that those suppliers refuse to submit
estimates for tenders of the State
Pharmaceuticals Corporation due to the said
reason; and

(iii) the number of drugs removed, batch
withdrawals or product withdrawals done
by the National Medicines Regulatory
Authority?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that those removed
drugs are being sold in the private market;

(i) whether there is a separate Division to
lodge  complaints  regarding  such
irregularities; and

(ii}) if so, the number of such complaints
received in the year 2024?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

)

(ii)

(iif)

number of staff members
employed at the
Authority;

currently
Road Development

total distance of roads in the country, under
the Central Government and the provincial
councils, separately in kilometres;

annual cost incurred for the maintenance of
roads during the last five years, separately;

(iv)
™)

1796

cost per kilometre in constructing new
roads; and

cost per kilometre, when such construction
work is tendered out to private companies?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

@
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
)

number and names of the expressways
currently in operation;

distance and annual maintenance cost of the
expressways referred to in (i) above;

total revenue for the Government from
these expressways;

return on investment for each of these
expressways; and

names of the new expressways currently
under construction and those planned for
construction in future, separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent of land under cultivation of black
gram in the Mahaweli "H" zone this season;

(i) the number of farmers who have so
cultivated black gram, as is mentioned
above;

(iii)  whether he is aware that these farmers are
facing difficulties in selling their produce at
a fair market price; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to resolve
the aforesaid problem?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

®
(if)
(iii)

(iv)

whether the proposed new educational
reforms will be implemented from 2026;
the main steps incorporated in this
programme;

whether she accepts that the training of
principals, teachers and education officers,
which is a vital component of this
programme, should be conducted first;

the measures that will be taken to secure the
contribution of teachers, principals and
officers to this programme efficiently and
effectively;

(b)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

1808

whether she accepts that, due to the module
system incorporated in this programme,
teachers are expected to teach several
subjects;

if so, how the module system will be
practically implemented in the school
system; and

the method for recruiting competent
teachers to implement the Vocational
Education stream within the school system
in line with the new educational reforms?

Will she also inform this House the -

)
(i)
(iif)

districts in which the new educational
reforms programme has been initiated,

number of schools that have been selected
from each of these districts separately; and

names of such selected schools?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources:

(a)  Ishe aware that the -

(i) Ceylon Fisheries Corporation is an
institution that provides services to both the
fishing community and the consumers; and

(i) functions of the Corporation have been
impaired during the previous regime?
(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether any financial irregularities have
occurred in the Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation;

(i) the number of ice plants belonging to the
Corporation;

(iii) the current operational status of the
machinery in those ice plants;

(iv)  whether there is a plan for the development
of the Corporation; and

(v) if so, the current progress achieved in that
regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(if)  objectives of signing the said Agreement;
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Agreement?
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Raise your point of Order.
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Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, you have to wind up now.
Your time is over.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have 12 minutes.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please stick to the Debate.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

®G e8.98. OBz Dwmo
(orerLyLll@ eT6rv.6TiD. LOM&EHTHT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

I have two minutes. I will finish.

[Gcosmed ¢t 888 9O wom cE.]
[ySalrnFsvd; s’ 1_swentiiy ysmmLILIL BHlairsns).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you stick to the Debate.

®G De8.98. OBz Dwmo

(omevsrLyLl@ eTevv.6TLD. LOM & TIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you should stick to the Debate.
Otherwise, I can stop you.

®G; De8.98. ®Bzizns Dwmo
(orevorLyLfl@ eT6v.6TiD. LOM&ETT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

I am speaking within my time.
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[Ecremed g 888 9o o GE.]
[y dBlrrFends s 1_swarciny yEmmLLL Barangy.]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Bee ¢fost mw. edfdd ¢d woewd! gumd Beyd,
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DD ¢dewsy MmOZ. LHBE.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You have ten
minutes.

[11.38 a.m.]

©S (eedes) B8 @@ @wmo

OB O €5 MO W9 e8IB8BRS)
(wreryfl@ (sweusglwir) Mevall Fredl - Nrdd FurbTwIS LD

(Bewdess

G sefler sailFrermib)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Speaker, I rise today to speak on this
Adjournment Debate on the Annual Economic Review,
2025 of the Central Bank not only with a sense of
responsibility, but also with a convinced sense of hope.

When we discuss an annual economic review in this
Chamber, it is easy for the debate to be filled with
percentages, statistics, technical terms, fiscal indicators
and economic jargon. But, behind every economic figure,
there is a human story. Behind every percentage of
growth, there is a family, a family struggling to recover, a
business trying to survive, a young graduate searching for
opportunity and an ordinary citizen hoping for a better
tomorrow. That is why this Debate is important because
the story of Sri Lanka’s economy in 2025 is not merely a
story of numbers improving, but a story of a resilient
nation which refused to give up.

Sir, we all remember the dark days our country went
through; those memories are still fresh in the minds of
our people. We remember the long fuel queues; we
remember parents wondering how they would feed their
children; we remember pharmacies running short of
medicines; we remember the power cuts, the uncertainty
and the fear, frustration and anger of the people. I am not
here to play the blame game, but to pay tribute to the
ordinary citizens of this country for bearing all that
during its most difficult period. The farmer continued to
cultivate despite rising costs, the fisherman still went out
to sea, the teacher continued educating children despite
hardships and the doctor, the nurse, the public servant,
the labourer and the small businessman, all of them kept
this nation functioning when the situation seemed almost
impossible. Therefore, before speaking about growth
rates and reserves, I believe this House must first pay
tribute to the resilience of the people of Sri Lanka.

Sir, against this difficult background, the economic
performance in 2025 truly deserves recognition and
applause. Most importantly, it means that confidence is
slowly returning in this country and that the economy is
on the way to recovery. And, confidence is one of the
most important and valuable assets this nation could
possess. When people lose confidence in their economy,
they stop investing, producing and hoping. But when
confidence returns, recovery begins.

Sir, the test of economic recovery is simple: does the
ordinary person feel the relief? Can families live with
dignity? Can people see a future in this country? Can
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small businesses survive without fear? The positive
answers we see today are what deserve applause and what
matter most.

Sir, I must also mention the remarkable contribution
made by Sri Lankans working overseas. Once again,
worker remittances reached historically high levels and
became a major strength for our economy. Many of our
brothers and sisters work abroad under difficult
conditions. They miss weddings, funerals, birthdays and
the precious years of their children growing up. Some
work day and night in unfamiliar lands simply to support
families back in Sri Lanka. This sacrifice deserves the
gratitude of this nation and it is they who display true
patriotism. In many ways, our migrant workers have
become silent economic heroes of Sri Lanka.

Sir, another positive development has been the
strengthening of the external sector. Despite global
uncertainty and the widening trade deficit, Sri Lanka
continued to maintain a Current Account surplus.
The Review also highlights improvements in the financial
sector. Banks and financial institutions strengthened their
profitability and asset quality. Liquidity and capital
buffers remained above regulatory requirements.

Sir, a stable banking system means that depositors feel
secure, businesses could obtain credit, entreprencurs
could expand operations and families could invest in
homes, education and livelihoods. The expansion of
private sector credit during 2025 reflects the gradual
revival of economic activity and business confidence.

I also wish to commend the continued efforts towards
modernization and reform. The promotion of digital
payments, improvements in strong regulatory supervision
and measures against money laundering are all necessary
steps, if Sri Lanka is to compete in a rapidly changing
global economy. Today, nations are judged not by roads
and buildings alone, but also by institutional strength,
technological readiness, financial credibility —and
governance standards.

However, Sir, while there is reason for optimism,
there is absolutely no room and there shall not be room
for complacency. The global environment remains
extremely uncertain. The erratic, continued conflict in the
Middle East poses risks to energy prices, global trade,
tourism and financial flows. Also, climate-related
disasters are becoming more frequent and more
destructive. Sri Lanka is highly vulnerable to such shocks.

A rise in global oil prices affects transport, electricity,
food prices and ultimately, the daily lives of our people.
A climate disaster could destroy crops, livelihoods and
entire communities within days. Therefore, we must
continue to build economic resilience while maintaining
fiscal discipline and policy consistency and that, we will
certainly do. The mistakes in the past will never be
repeated. One important lesson we must learn is that
sustainable recovery cannot be built on short-term
political popularity alone. Sound economic management,
sometimes, requires difficult decisions. But, those
decisions will always be accompanied by compassion and

social protection. Economic reform without humanity
creates resentment. At the same time, unlimited populism
giveaways without responsibility destroy nations. As a
popular Government, we will balance both responsibility
and compassion and that balance is important when
supporting vulnerable communities.

Sir, as we move forward, our focus now shifts from
mere recovery towards inclusive growth. Growth must
not remain concentrated only in urban centres or among a
limited segment of society. The benefits of economic
progress must reach every corner of this country. Every
citizen - the farmer in Anuradhapura, the fisherman in
Trincomalee, the plantation worker in Hatton, the trader
in Pettah, the teacher in Matara, the entrepreneur in Jaffna
- must feel that Sri Lanka is moving forward and moving
forward together because economic division eventually
becomes social division and social division weakens
national unity.

Sir, I particularly wish to speak about our youth. Our
young people need more than speeches; they need
opportunities, skills, innovation and confidence.
Confidence could build successful lives within Sri Lanka
itself. If our youth lose faith in this country, no economic
statistic could save us. Therefore, development must be
people-centred, future-oriented and inclusive. That
precisely is the intention and the path of this Government.

Sir, Sri Lanka has suffered greatly in recent years.
But, this nation has also shown extraordinary resilience.
And today, despite all the challenges before us, Sri Lanka
is regaining stability, rebuilding confidence and restoring
hope. This progress did not happen accidentally; it came
through sacrifice, discipline and reforms during difficult
times and above all, through the patience and endurance
of the people of Sri Lanka.

Sir, therefore, let us, together, move forward with
humility, wisdom and responsibility to strengthen
institutions instead of weakening them, to encourage
production instead of dependency, to create opportunities
instead of divisions and to build a Sri Lanka where
economic stability is matched by social justice and
national unity.

Let us never forget that the true strength of a country
is not measured only by GDP growth or foreign reserves.
The true strength of a country lies in the dignity of its
people, the hope of its youth, the trust of its institutions
and the belief that tomorrow could be better than today.
Sri Lanka has endured hardship, faced uncertainty, but is
rising again.

Sir, thank you for the time allotted to me.

@O QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition.
You have 10 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi, could you please
wind up?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, your time
is up.
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(The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, please give me one more
minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then
resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kins Nelson. You have eight minutes.
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Hon. Kins Nelson, you have two minutes left.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kins Nelson, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage. You have 13 minutes
to speak on today’s Adjournment Motion.

[4.90.1.09]

@0 (9pD8s) @ vBRed Swm (H&w
83082, 8 goTeem ©BY YH wdICHBIOS
3@ ®9)

(wreiryflg  (seorpldl) o ured uwseallev@s - Srmdlw
el BSSl, Fepsll UTHISTLL WHMID Fops Uyl (Hends
S|EDLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community
Empowerment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Make it brief, Hon. Member.
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Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, would you like to answer
that?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. The Floor is yours for
seven minutes.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, you also dealt with that in your
speech. And, it is after a long time that we heard you
speak. Once in a way, the Members presiding must take
their chance and share their ideas with us. It is very good.

Sir, the talking point today is the inordinate
depreciation of the rupee against the dollar. Yesterday's
"Daily Mirror" also had a headline, which I referred to
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and on which there was a big commotion in the House.
The Leader of the House did not want me to go on. When
I was reading it as the Pro-tem - the temporary - Chair of
the Committee on Public Finance, I pointed out the issue
relating to the Central Bank’s difficulty in managing the
dollar fluctuation. Yesterday’s headline news is repeated
again today by that newspaper in a special article
captioned “Rupee depreciation’s double edge” by Dr.
Kenneth De Zilwa, Global Business Cycle Economist.
There, he clearly states one thing, which I think is very
important for us to record here. On the need to have a
careful way forward, he says, I quote:

“The Central Bank faces a delicate balancing act. Defending the
anchor requires reserves, but those are low and IMF targets prevent
aggressive selling.”

The IMF conditions require that you cannot intervene
in the foreign exchange market. For the first time, we saw
the Central Bank purchasing about 10 to 12 million dollar
reserves from the market. That was after a very long time.
But, they have now given it up. So, there cannot be such
intervention. They also cannot print money, which is also
bound by the new Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act. We
have given them independence. The Governor had made a
very clear position regarding all this.

The article further states, I quote:

“Allowing depreciation without intervention expands money
supply and credit, fueling inflation and thus warranting a tightening
cycle for shocks caused by depreciation due to external imbalances
and lack of USD cashflows, -”

In economic terms, we call that “stagflation.” When
we try to control inflation, invariably, the tightening of
monetary policies will result in growth being retarded.
And, because of that retardation of growth, the
Government needs to take some immediate measures.

What happened in fuel imports? Within the first three
to four months alone, US Dollars 1.2 billion dollars had
been spent on that. That is almost two-thirds the cost of
fuel imports for the entire last year! So, that is the extent
to which this issue has impacted us. Therefore, some
serious note has to be taken. India has taken some
preventive measures; the Indian Prime Minister has
announced a work-from-home programme for people to
conserve fuel. Therefore, we also have to take some
drastic measures in order to meet this exigency, Sir.

In the meantime, just a day prior to the imposition of
the surcharge on the Customs Import Duty on vehicle
imports, some companies had been able to open LCs.
How did that happen? That is a serious fraud or a serious
corruption involved in this issue. How can somebody
open LCs for almost 5,000 vehicles just a day prior to the
increase in duties on vehicle imports? So, that is another
issue. Earlier, we spoke about sugar imports after there
was a reduction of 25 cents in duty, which resulted in Rs.
16 billion being earned by some businessmen. Similar
corruption is happening even under this Government.
Therefore, that should also be looked into.

Having said that, I conclude, Sir.

Thank you.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara. You have 11 minutes
to participate in today’s Debate.

[a.20. 1.34]
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(The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Urban

Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana. You
have seven minutes.
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A news report published on "The Morning Telegraph"
website states, I quote:

"Immigration Fraud: Rs.9.83M Paid For Fake System
Immigration fraud probe exposes Rs.9.83 million payment for a

digital system that never existed, with CID arresting an IT
official."
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe. You have
11 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)
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Economic mismanagement of the past brought this
nation to its knees. Look at the stark example of
2022. Our foreign reserves depleted to a near
zero, leaving us unable to import the essential
fuel and medicines, forcing our citizens into miles-
long queues and collapsing domestic production.
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effectively  mitigate the  geopolitical economic
vulnerabilities and sustain this growth, we must unlock
the hidden economic potential of our regions and fully
integrate them into the national economic architecture.
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Madam, yesterday, the Member seated in seat number
16 in Opposition Benches mentioned my name saying
that I had abusively treated a lady member of the public in
Parliament. That is an absolute lie. I have not, in any way,
spoken to anybody in the Library or in any other part of
the Parliament and certainly not to anybody who has any
sort of links to that Member. Therefore, I wish to seek
your permission to raise a matter of Privilege officially
tomorrow at the first available opportunity.
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6. Responsible leadership is the most important thing,
nothing else. So, that is why we say to the Opposition, you
have to act, work and behave responsibly, not only in
Parliament but outside as well.

Thank you very much.
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Hon. Presiding Member, please give me one more
minute.
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Sir, there was a Cabinet Paper passed. It was not done
by me, though I was the Minister in charge; it was done
by civil societies and people who were interested in
uplifting the lives of the workers of the plantation sector.
It is called the Upcountry Charter, a short-term, mid-term
and long-term plan in relation to their development,
education and healthcare. And, I am just asking you to
implement that. You can accuse me of nepotism and
everything later on. But, right now and for the past two
years, I am sorry to say, there has been a severe lack of
representation in the upcountry side and increasing their
wages would not solve that matter. We have to look
beyond wages. Wages cater to only 10 per cent of the
upcountry community. The remaining 90 per cent are
from the informal sector. They do not have any right to
land.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

Hon. Minister, I have just one last request in relation
to healthcare facilities at Maskeliya and Bogawantalawa

Hospitals. I believe your Hon. Member representing the
area has also gone and visited those places. There is a
severe shortage of doctors in the Bogawantalawa
Hospital and in the Maskeliya Hospital, there is no
scanning machine for pregnant mothers. So, they have to
travel to private hospitals in Glencairn. I am sure you are
aware of the condition of the roads in the upcountry and
it is causing a great deal of inconvenience to them.
Therefore, I humbly request you to look into that.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.47 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 21st May, 2026.
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asked the Minister of Trade,

(i)

aflursiseper 2024910 2T 69\(BH S
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yGsmer FHlwresr wribL wHMID HSSwT

6TEUOTETOT &6 &,
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FhewgLl Lk JdEweunenm GleusuGeum TaeyLb;

e @)FFewud@ pledliuimyr?

@)CmeD, ereiT?

Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House in relation to the price
reductions announced by Lanka Sathosa on
20.03.2026 for 100 essential consumer goods-

)

(ii)

(iif)

the cost structure and procurement prices
that enable it to sell below controlled
market rates;

whether these reductions are supported by
Treasury subsidies, cross-subsidization or
supplier credit arrangements; and

the total fiscal cost or contingent liability
arising from this programme?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

whether measures have been taken to
prevent such pricing from distorting the
broader retail market or disadvantaging
private traders;

the audited profit/loss of Lanka Sathosa
from 2024 to date, with details of its cash
flow position and total outstanding
liabilities to suppliers and creditors,
separately; and

the number of Lanka Sathosa outlets in
operation, their geographical distribution
and the estimated market share held in
respect of essential consumer goods,
separately?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe - Minister of Trade,
Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development)
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Relevant Information is
Annex 01%*.

provided in

o Treasury subsidies, cross-subsidies - No.

e Payments are made to suppliers within a
30-day credit period.

Total financial cost

e The selling price was determined by
negotiating a special price reduction
with suppliers while maintaining the
profit margin unchanged, ensuring no
financial loss.

Contingent liabilities

e Direct procurement of harvests by
visiting farmers' fields (under Cabinet
approval).

o Intervention to provide relief to people
affected by natural disasters such as
floods.

o As the price setter of the nation, Lanka
Sathosa always provides quality goods
to consumers at the lowest price without
incurring a loss to the institution, and
due to the price relief we provide to
consumers, private traders are also able
to sell their goods without incurring a
loss.

Given in Annex 02 below.
Annex 02

Cash and Cash
Equivalents at End
of the Period 2024

Trade and Other
Payables

(4,704,876,716.70)

2,724,251,700.06

Total Comprehen- (842,327,600.00)
sive Income /
(Expense) for the

Period 2024 - Draft

Total Comprehen-
sive Income /
(Expense) for the
Period 2025 - Draft

(535,915,346.00)

e Number of operational outlets - 427.
Relevant information is provided in
Annex 03*.

* getmamced & .
* prallswaViigBlel) sweusbSLILIL (Beirens).
* Placed in the Library.
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e Their geographical distribution
Relevant information is provided in
Annex 04.

Annex 04

Lanka Sathosa - Branch Network Summary

Total Lanka Sathosa Branches

427 Branches nationwide.

[RTEiOH Area W District Province No. of

Branches

Western Region Colombo 01 Colombo - Western Province | 18
Western Region Colombo 02 Culomt;o Western Province | 14
Western Region Colombo 03 @Iombo Western Province | 14 .
Western Region Colombo 04 Colombo Western Province | 17
Western Reéion Gsr‘npaha 01 Gampaha Western Province | 15
Westerr; Region Gampaha 02 Gampaha Westemn Province | 16
Western Region G; ha 03 Gampah We Province | 15 .
Western Region” | Kalutara Kalutara Western Province | 21
Southern Region | Gaile 01 Galle Southern Province | 14
Southermn Region | Galle 02 Galle Southem Province | 15
Southern Region | Matara Matara Southern Province | 18
Southern Region | Hamt Hamt Southern Province | 18
Uva Region Monaragala Monaragala Uva Province V 15
Uva Reéion Badulla Badulla Uva Province 19
Central Region Nuwara Eliya Nuwara Eliya Central Province 21
Central Region Kandy Kandy v Central Province 15
Central Regionb Matale Matqle Centr;a( Province 19
Sabaragamuwa Ratnapura 01 Ratnapura » Sabaragamuwa 114
Region Province

Sabaragamuwa Ratnapura 02 Ratnapura Sabaragamuwa 16
Region Province

Sabaragamuwa Kegalle Kegalle Sabaragamuwa 15

Region Province

North Western Kurunegala 01 Kurunegala Wﬁ

Region Province -

North Western Kurunegala 02 Kur | North Western 14

Region Province

North Western Puttalam Puttalam North Western . 12

Region Province

North Central Anuradhapura Anuradhapura | North Central 18

Region Province

North Central / Polonnaruwa & | Polonnaruwa/ | North Central / 15

Eastern Region Trincomalee Trincomalee Eastern Provinces

Eastern Region Ampara & Ampara / Eastern Province 15

Batticaloa Batticaloa
Northern Region - | Jaffna | Jaffna Northern Province | 12

©

e Estimated market share concerning
essential consumer goods - 10 per cent
- 15 per cent.

Not applicable
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St @)FFewudg plellimyr?

(=) @)e1Cmev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

\J)

(vi)

the country-wise breakdown of tourist
arrivals for the last two years, separately,
indicating the percentage share of each
major source market and the year-on-year
growth/decline;

the number of direct air connectivity routes
added, reinstated or discontinued during this
period, for each source country and airline,
separately;

the new long-haul markets that have shown
measurable growth together with the
percentage increase recorded from each
such market, separately;

the bilateral Air Service Agreements
revised, expanded, or newly negotiated to
facilitate entry into new markets, separately;

whether a structured market research has
been conducted to identify high-spending
tourist segments, including MICE, luxury,
wellness and cruise tourism; and

the specific fiscal, regulatory or marketing
incentives currently offered to airlines and
tour operators entering or expanding
services from new markets, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath - Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism)
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24/25
1 953800 416,974 531,511 | +27
2 Sty 178,339 212,277 | +19
Goes0B s
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4 SEOB @ 136,084 147,966 | +9
5 ST 131,681 132,035 | +0.27
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8 Ofesry 59,532 65,973 | +11
BB
9 omeSEsIn® 50,116 64,164 | +28
10 DoJednn 39,555 59,563 | +51
11 8w 38,709 50,430 | +30
12 eudcsImwe 44,165 49,989 | +13
13 215600 42,212 46,133 | 49
14 | dowdeze 37,928 46,038 | +21
15 e8e305)3 30,429 38,153 | +25
16 i falol ettt 29,829 33,624 | +13
17 Sgpace 24,845 24,591 | -1
18 OeFBwd 18,259 23,684 | +30
19 BB edmosIcs 13,451 22,296 | +66
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6o 2025/2026 (@082 -
(&% - godc)
gogc)
01 @BIEBB @D 444 58.5
02 B d50®w 539 49.4
03 [SEaTe) 4,827 24.4
04 EISIAT) 1,142 18.8
05 8E8x»w 115 10.0
06 | ®@ogBm® 4384 7.0
07 50BEI®G 121 5.0
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(iii)
Increase in Percentage
number of growth in
Countr arrivals dur- arrivals
y ing March- during
April March-April
2025/2026 2025/2026
01 Indonesia 444 58.5
02 Vietnam 539 49.4
03 China 4.827 24.4
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07 New Zealand 121 5.0
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Growth/
2024 2025 Decline
24/25

416,974 531,511 | +27

88,775 109,041 | +23

2 United Kingdom 178,339 212,277 | +19

3 201,920 186,580 | -8

4 Germany 136,084 147,966 | +9

5 131,681 132,035 | +0.27
6 Australia 89,573 109,487 | +22

=

8

United States 59,532 65,973 | +11




1975 2026 & 20 1976
EU‘() - Uzb ‘; . -~ Uzbekistan
zbekistan
Growth/ Air
2024 202 Declin S -
0 025 ecline 07 Vision Air
24/25 Moldova
9 Netherlands 50,116 64,164 | +28 —
08 Turkey - Turkish Airlines -
10 | Bangladesh 39,555 59,563 | +51 09 - Kuwait Airways
resumed direct
1T | Italy 38,709 50,430 | +30 Kuwait i’:g‘:::ef‘;‘gz"‘:"
12 | Poland 44,165 49,989 | +13
10 In January SalamAir (Oman)
13 | Canada #2212 46,133 | +9 2008, 0mn | pasoeties et
Air announced flights between
14 | Spain 37,928 46,038 | +21 thatitwould |y oo ong
suspend 5| cotomboin 2024.
15 | Japan 30,429 38,153 | +25 uscat=
Oman Colombo route
- under a
16 | Switzerland 29,829 33,624 | +13 network
restructuring
17 | Israel 24,845 24,591 | -1 and financial
reorganization
T lan.
18 | Malaysia 18,259 23,684 | +30 pan
11 Air Arabia Abu | - - B
19 | Pakistan 13,451 22,296 | +66 Dhabi ,
launched its
20 | Denmark 14,952 17,378 | +16 UAE first route to
Sri Lanka in
2024,
introducing a
direct air
.. . . . . . service
(i) Relevant information is provided in Annex b
etween Abu
below. | Dhabi and |
| Colombo. :
2 " Ackia lsraeli -
" s.No. | Country  NewAirline | Discontinued | Resumed Airfine Remarks  Airlines
I | Connections Airline Connections launched
| connections scheduled
| tsrael Siahts f ' |
01 - Edelweiss Air operated 'g ts from Te |
resumed direct throughout Avivto
Switzerland scheduled flights the winter Colombo in
witz between Zurich and | season until 2025
Colomba on May 9, 2025
October 31, 2024. 13 -Sri Lankan Air | - - -
lines
02 Sky Up Airlines | Sky Up -
launched charter flights -Malaysian Air
charter flights | operated Malaysia Lines
in January only until
Lithuania 2024. April 30, -Fits Air
2024, and
Batik Air
were
subsequently 14 + China Eastern | Chongging Chongging Airlines | -
discontinued from Airlines in April | re-connected in
hai 2025
03 Skyup Airlines | Sky Up N R Shanghat and lanuary 2026
Kunming in
charter flights 2023 & 2024
operated respectively
only until o Cathay Pacific
Estonia April 30, from Hong
2024, and . Kong in
were China January 2025
subsequently < AirChina
discontinued from
Chengdu.in
104 - | Azur Air Aerofiot and Red | Operates July 2024
Russia (Charter Wing (charter during the + Chongging Air
operation) flights( winter Lines in
season January 2025
Beijing Capital
05 Kazakhstan |- - Air Astana Op?rates Air lines from
during the [
['winter Beijing in

| scason ‘

| January 2026
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[0c: 88 edssf ®om | (iv) _
Agreement Newly Negoti- | Amended/
T —— T — signed ated Agree- Renewed
i : i [A:\iapore ad ments Agreements
l
i Singapore _
~Sri Lankan Air . 1. Netherlands | 1. Armenia 1. Myanmar
fines (2023.02.22) 2. Hungary 2. Maldives
TR - - —1 Vietet A il 2. Thailand 3. Bhutan 3. Italy
| schédu]edm (2024.02.03) 4. Uzbekistan 4. Seychelles
launch 3. Israel 5. Kazakhstan 5. Vietnam
services on (2024.02.15) 6. Dom_inican 6. Turkey
the 4. Belarus Republic 7. South Korea
Viet Colombo-Ho (2026.05.13) 7. Guyana 8. Canada
letnam
Chi Minh
route in
August 2026, PP .
operating (v) The Research Division of the Sri Lanka
four flights Tourism Development Authority has
‘ per week. identified five target destination countries
17 | (OTPolish LOTPolish | - - for promoting MICE tourism based on
Airlines charter flights analysis and data from previous years.
::,eyrz:?, Accordingly, special promotion campaigns
?Eczr March 31, are being implemented by the Sri Lanka
epune 2024, and Convention Bureau in India, China, Russia,
were Bangladesh and Pakistan.
subsequently g
discontinued Wellness Tourism
18 SriLankan SriLankan Airlines The . .
Alrlines and ’ continued operating | partnership FOHOWlng relevant market research.
Korean Air direct Colombo— marked the . . .
officially Seoul Incheon first-ever e The preparation of guidelines for the
SoumKoreR | taunched a new services during | codeshare registration of establishments related to
codeshare 2024~-2025, agreement . : : :
partnership induding twice- | between wellness tourism in collaboration with
effective 15 weekly direct sritankan the Tourism Promotion Bureau and the
| March 2024, flights. Korean Air Airlines and . 1
stengthening | | alsoaddedits "KE” | Korean Air. Sri I—janl_(a Tourlsm Development
Colombo (CMB) code on Srilankan- | Passenger Authority is currently in the final stage.
- Seoul Incheon ‘ operated Colombo— | demand )
tien) | Seoul services between o A website has been created for wellness
connectivity. | under the new Colombo and tOuriSm
| The agreement codeshare Seoul .
rtedt . .
e single- roneemen excecded e A promotional video has been prepared
ticket travel via expectations, for wellness tourism.
Singapore and helping . .
expanded strengthen Cruise Tourism
Korean Air tourism and —'
accessto business Following relevant market research:
SriLankan travel : :
Airines’ regional petween Sri . :\ W.ebsne has been created for cruise
network. Lanka and ourism.
South Korea. ) .
The e A promotional video has been
agreement prepared for cruise tourism.
also improved
onward e E-brochures have been prepared for
‘°"“°;“V“" cruise tourism.
to Maldives, . .
Chennai, and e The process of preparing a city map
5:1"%"":“ for cruise tourism is currently
througl
Colombo. underway.
(vi)
(iii) Tourism Arrivals and Benefits under the
Increase in num- Percentage growth Industry Collaboration Scheme
f arrivals in arrivals durin . . .
Country 352?.;1{42:31,- ! Malrvch_ April & The Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau -
April 2025/2026 2025/2026 STTPB - informs that a speglal marketing
01 | Indonesia 444 58.5 campaign of Rs. 750 million has been
02 | Vietnam 539 294 allocated for 2026 under the proposed
03 | China 1807 544 Indu;try Collaboration Scheme fgr Global
Tourism Operators and Charter Flights, and
04 | Japan 1,142 18.8 that measures have been initiated to obtain
05 | Philippines 115 10.0 Cabinet approval for implementing this
06 | Australia 4384 7.0 programme  together with  industry
07 | New Zealand | 121 5.0 stakeholders.
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The main objective of this programme is to
increase the number of tourists arriving in
Sri Lanka by strengthening air connectivity
and expanding the participation of
international tourism operators in new and
emerging source markets.

Expected Impact on Tourism Arrivals

The programme is designed to create steady

growth in tourism arrivals in the following

ways:

e Attracting new airlines and charter
operations to launch new routes to Sri
Lanka or expand existing routes.

e Increasing tourist passenger numbers

by providing support to tourism
operators in key markets.

e Strengthening year-round air
connectivity to minimize seasonal

declines in tourist arrivals.

e Expanding access to high-potential
markets including Europe,
Scandinavia, Central and Eastern
Europe and the Asia-Pacific region.

Expected Growth Trends

e In the short term, this scheme is
expected to contribute to rapidly
increasing tourism arrivals from new
and reactivated markets, particularly
through charter flights and
promotional campaigns.

e In the medium term, stable and
sustainable growth in tourism traffic
driven by scheduled airlines operations
and tourism operators is expected.

e In the long term, it is expected that this
programme will contribute to a
continued increase in tourist arrivals
and improved market diversification.

Benefits to Industry Stakeholders

For airlines, organized destination
marketing will bring benefits such as higher
passenger load factors, reduced market
entry risks and strengthened sustainability
of the routes.

For tour operators and Destination
Management Companies - DMCs, it will
bring benefits such as increased bookings,
expanded product ranges and strengthened
partnerships in new source markets.

Outcomes at the National Level

It is expected that this programme will

contribute to the following:

e Increase in foreign exchange earnings
from the tourism industry.

e Creation of employment opportunities
throughout the tourism value chain.

e Improving the global competitiveness
of Sri Lanka as a tourism destination.

o Strengthening of public-private sector
collaboration for tourism
development.

(b) Not applicable.
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(M
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

v)

the current national room capacity and
regional occupancy rates;

the principal countries from which tourist
arrivals are presently increasing;

whether Sri Lanka remains dependent on a
limited number of markets, such as India,
Russia and the UK

the percentage share of tourist arrivals from
each of the aforesaid countries, separately;
and

the new markets (e.g. Middle East, Eastern
Europe and East Asia) that are being
actively targeted?

1982

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@
(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

the number and value of new tourism
investments approved during 2024-2025;

whether a diversification strategy has been
adopted to reduce market concentration
risk;

the number of hotel rooms planned to be
added in the country;

the locations where such hotels are to be
established and the expected timelines for
their implementation; and

the estimated investment value for these
new developments?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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o3} 2022 2023 2024 2025
95380 17.1 20.4 20.3 22.5
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LD & T65TLD
LD6BT6uT T T 0 0 0
(L EEF Y] 0 0 0
oy esflwim 0 0 0
(Bef G o) 0 0 0
EAMEAC) .
ons e [AEHTD 4 142 36.31
Lol L_dseriiL 1 14 0.4
18153 remTIDEMSV 11 363 25.436
BEUT | men 13 544 70.6
LD & T68TLD
QLoTesTyTH MV 2 75 13.38
QUGS .
LT T6saTLD k9| BIT TS| LD 2 32 1.38
GlLiTsvsiTETMI MU 0 0 0
suL_GLosv X
Lo s Tewrih & (BB TS 1 85 8.8
L|& 6D 2 37 2.32
FLUTSH L6 .
[P EE Ll 2 13 0.306
B3 memev 3 88 11.85
Gorgsib 126 3,413 339.287

(iv)

v)

Gammi L svaser Blmieuliu Geusrigus @)L migseir

CuBs 2 6rer oL euswennr (i i )Gev
STL_L_ LIl _(h6Temsyr.
@ wriilenid, aQeurm QFwHPIL L Gewsu b

WPYUUSHETRT HTVSEE®H), QFwHUIL L ggler
(Sfmey  wpmid  pdElwbgieud)
Yalweupenmls  QuTmISSE — PeTMISCIETETIY
wrmu@D. Qurgiaurs, SLialHss s ssr
1-2 eupL srevssisHE@ auphisliLBleTmest.

SHEITEMLD

Sjemeu [K1qHHLILIL VTLD.

GuwBsv o st L suswenr (=) (iii)@)edrLig.,
A du’ L eSS igeir Qumingl 6wfdbs
GLmevigeflsv 339.287 1ilsvedlwisiT oy @Lb.

@) ey wgsTD.

(a)

(i) Total number of units: 8,322 (as of March,

2026)

Total number of rooms: 58,411 (as of
March, 2026)

Information on regional occupancy rates is
not available.

(b)

1988
(i) e India
e United Kingdom
e Russia
e Germany
e China
e Australia
e France
o United States
e Netherlands
¢ Bangladesh
(iii)  No.
Measures have been taken to diversify
tourism sources by developing the potential
of new tourism markets as well as
emerging markets through public relations
promotion campaigns, digital advertising
campaigns and innovative strategies in
addition to traditional  promotional
activities.
Accordingly, action plans are being
implemented to further increase tourist
arrivals by covering various countries and
regions.
(iv)

Country 2022 2023 2024 2025
India 171 204|203 225
United Kingdom 11.8 8.7 8.7 9.0
Russia 12.7 133 9.8 7.9
(v) Poland, Romania, Spain, Denmark,

Norway, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Kazakhstan, Belarus, Ukraine, Armenia,
Uzbekistan, Georgia, Turkey, Egypt,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, Jordan, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Israel,
Austria, Czech Republic, New Zealand,
South Korea, Australia.
@
Year Approved Projects
Number of | Number Investment
Approved of Value (USD
Projects Rooms Million)

2024 29 576 41,723

2025 42 1,205 196.18
(i) Yes. A diversification strategy has been

adopted.

As a first measure, plans have been
formulated to reduce the risk of market
concentration and are currently being
implemented to further develop the
potential of emerging markets and promote
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new tourism sources through the launch of
public relations promotion campaigns and
digital  advertising  campaigns  and
innovative strategies, in addition to
traditional advertising activities.

Also, diversification strategies are being
pursued to reduce the risk of market

concentration  through new  product
development. Accordingly, promotional
campaigns are being implemented to

improve cruise tourism, wellness tourism,
Buddhist tourism and wedding tourism
sectors.

Currently, the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development  Authority is  actively
facilitating  the  implementation  of

innovative tourism projects by introducing
experiential tourism attractions including
cable car projects, underwater installation
projects, floating cabanas, et cetera.

1990
P . District Total | Number Investment
rovince Istric Projects | of rooms | value - USD Mn.
Norﬂ_lern Jaffna 5 85 4.65
Province
Mannar 0 0 0
Mullaitivu 0 0 0
Vavuniya 0 0
Kilinochchi 0 0
Eastern Ampara 4| 142 3631
Province
Batticaloa 1 14 0.4
Trincomalee 11 363 25.436
Uva Province ~ [Badulla 13 544 70.6
Monaragala 2 75 13.38
North Central |Anuradhapura 5 32 138
Province
Polonnaruwa 0 0 0
North Western Kurunegala
. 1 85 8.8
Province
Puttalam 2 37 2.32
Saba_ragamuwa Ratnapura 2 13 0306
Province
Kegalle 3 88 11.85
Total 126 | 3,413 339,287

(iii)  As per the 2025 investment data, the total
number of rooms expected to be added to
the accommodation sector is 3,413. The
distribution is as follows:

Province District To'tal Number Investment
Projects | of rooms | value - USD Mn.

;Vest_ern Colombo 5 - 519
rovince

Gampaha 7 174 25.03

Kalutara 1 214 25

Cent'ral Kandy 6 322 1
Province

Matale 17| 273 14.95

Nuwara Eliya 2 64 5.19

Soutl_lem Galle 9 267 3514
Province

Matara 29| 475 24.725

Hambantota 4 69 7.63

(iv) The locations where the hotels are to be
established are given in Table in (b) (iii)

™)

©

above.

However, the timeframe for completion of
each project varies depending on the nature
(size and sensitivity) of the project.
Typically, development permits are granted
for a period of one to two years, which can
be extended.

As per Table in (b) (iii) above, the
estimated investment value is US Dollars
339,287 million.

Not applicable.
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