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Parliamentary Series No: 492
Name of the institution: District Secretariat, Nuwara Eliya

Submission of observations of Hon. Minister and steps taken with
regard to the reports tabled by the Committee on Public Accounts
in terms of Standing Order No. 119(4)




Submission of your observations and steps to be taken to the Parliament on Standing

Order 119 (4) tabled by the Committee on Public Accounts of Parliament of Sri Lanka

Parliamentary Publication Series No: 492

District Secretariat - Nuwara Eliya

Shortcomings and
Guidelines pointed out
by the Committee of

Public Accounts

Actions taken by the Accounting
Officer

Current Progress

Register
Unauthorized

on

encroachments was not
maintained up to date
basis.

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter.

Currently,  all Divisional
Secretariats maintain an up-to-
date register on unauthorized

encroachments.

not been
received to all audit
queries raised by the
Auditor General within
a period of one month.

Replies had

Instructing the relevant departments
to discuss, prepare and submit replies
immediately upon receipt of an audit
queries, and sending reminder letters
to the departments that are late in
providing replies to ensure that replies
are received within the stipulated time
period, and assigning responsibilities
to heads of the relevant departments.

I8 audit queries were received
in 2024 and 19 audit queries in
2025, and all of those audit
queries have been answered.
To the queries for which
answers cannot be submitted
fully within a month, interim
answers have been submitted.

had been
for the
on

No actions
taken
recommendations
excesses and shortages
& other
recommendations
revealed by the Board of
surveys.

ownership of  all
vehicles were not in
possession.

Documents to confirm

and
Management

To discuss in the Divisional
District Audit
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter.

7'i7‘§1|\'ing |1ccessu-t-‘_\»‘. actions 1o take over
ownership of vehicles owned by the
District Secretariat but of
registration rights have not been taken
over. To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of

which

therealter and providing necessary

advice.

Board of survey activities have
been finished according to the
circular and recommendations

have been implemented..

The m'isxing documents  for
taking over the ownership of
the  vehicles have Dbeen
obtained and submitted to the
Office of the Comptroller
General, the Department of
Motor Traffic and other
relevant institutions,




Daily running charts and
monthly summaries of
running charts of fleet of
vehicles had not been
submitted for the
Auditor  General  on
regular basis.

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter. Informing and instructing
all departments in writing to submit
daily running charts and monthly
summaries on due date.

By now running charts and
monthly summaries of all
offices have been duly
submitted to the Auditor
General.

The emblem of the state
had not been painted on
all pool vehicles,

Making the officers aware of, to take
actions to paint emblem of the state in
To discuss in the
Divisional  and  District  Audit
Management Committees and to
make aware of thereafter,

all  vehicles.

The state emblem has been
stickered on pool vehicles.

Condemned vehicles
had not been disposed of
within a period of less
than 8 months afler
condemning,

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and (0 make aware of
thereafter.  The  disposal  and
auctioning actions  of condemned
vehicles owned by the District
Secretariat have been carried out.

The disposal and auction
activities of most of the
condemned vehicles in the
office have been completed.
Since there were no documents
to prove ownership of the
vehicles/motorcycles provided
by non-governmental
organizations, the Comptroller
General's Office has been
informed in  this  regard.
Accordingly, actions are being
taken to complete all the
disposal  activities in the
future,

Actions had not been
taken on  accidents
occurred  to  motor
vehicles owned by the
government as per the
Financial Regulations.

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter,

Actions have been taken in
accordance  with  Financial
Regulations.

The balances in arrears
exceeding | year had not
been settled.

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter and provided necessary
advice.

Loans of transferred officers
have been recovered. Legal
actions will be taken to
recover the loans of suspended
officers  and by now
arrangements are being made
to pay in installments. N




was not taken
with regard to expired
deposits in terms of
financial regulation 571.

Action

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter and providing necessary
advice,

No deposits beyond two yéeﬁ

by now.

Ad hoc interim imprests
issued as per FR 37]
were not settled within a
period of 10 days.

Informing and instl‘ucling all officers
to take actions to settle in accordance
with the instructions of circular and
making the officers aware of this by
discussing this in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees.

Staff  had been
attached/recruited

exceeding the approved

Those posts have been referred 1o the
Department of Management Services
for approval under M.R.71.

By now settlements are being

made in accordance with

circulars and instructions.

Stafl has been attached only to
the approved limit.

limit except for the

attached  Development

Officers.

Consequent  to  the | Related activities have been carried | This situation has arisen due to

utilization of provisions
allocated for a vote as
per FR 94(1), liabilities
were the
provisions that remained
at the end of the year.

exceeding

out to follow internal circulars and
internal control methods for
control.

cost

District
Committee meetings had

Coordinating

not been held monthly.

the fact that the amount of
provision allocated by the
annual estimates is not enough
official travel expenses,
and holiday

Maximum

for
overtime
payments,
expenditure limits have been
set to control expenditure.

Officers have been informed and
lake
accordance with the instructions of
circular.

instructed 1o actions in

The  District Cobrdinating
Committee meetings are held
according to the circulars and
instructions. They have been
held on days instructed by the
chairman of the District
Coordinating Committee.

District Housing
Committee had not been
convened monthly.

Officers
instructed  to

informed and

actions in

have been
lake
accordance with the instructions of
circular.

By now, an officer under the
Development
Authority has been attached to
the District Secretariat and the
District Housing Committee
meeting is being,  held as
scheduled. Jtoi

Housing

The audit opinion about
of the

been a

the accounts

institution  had
qualified
opinion/disclaimed
opinion/ an unfavorable

opinion.

The audit opinion® about the
accounts of the institution for
the year 2023 is an opinion
under the opinion of Auditor
General. (Annexure No. 01)




District and Divisional

Narcotic Prevention
Committee had not been
held once in each
quarter,

Committee meetings had
not been held at least
once in each quarter.

District Land U (ilization

Officers have been informed and
instructed to take actions in
accordance with the instructions of
circular,

Officers  have been informed and

to take actions in
accordance with the instructions of

circular,

instructed

The Drug Prevention
Committee was established in

parallel with the Children's
Committee, and by now,
district councils have been

established under the National
Mission  for the Nation
Together program, and actions
will be taken to hold the
aforementioned committee
after the District Coordination
Committee,

Committees are held as per the |
guidelines for holding District
Land Use Commitiees and
relevant circulars.

Out of the training
opportunities  planned,
the extent of training
opportunities  granted,
was less than 50%.

To discuss in the Divisional and
District Audit Management
Committees and to make aware of
thereafter and providing necessary
advice.

Training opportunities have
been provided at a level of
more than 50% of the
currently allocated allocation.

Compensation

Committee on damages
caused by wild
elephants and other wild
animals had not been

held as  per  the
instructions of circular
No.SDW/3/3/16-2016 of
Ministry of Sustainable
Development and Wild

Life dated 17.11.2016.

Officers have been informed and
instructed to take actions in
accordance with the instructions of
circular,

Since the damages in this
regard are very minimal,
compensation payments will
not be made in the Nuwara
Eliya district, so the committee

will not be  convened.
However, if such incidents are
reported, the relevant

committees will be convened
and action will be taken

promptly.

ol

Chief Accountant,
District Secretariat,

Nuwara Eliya.

P.A.D. Damayanthi
Chief Accougtnnt |
District Sceretariat office

Nuwai:. Sliya.

/.»\L\—\ —_— )
W
District Secretariat,

Nuwara Eliya,

. R.A.D.T.N
District Secret
Nuwara Eliy

s Thennakoon
ary/ Qovernment Agent
a Administratiye District



Recommendation of the Secretary

Measures taken by the District Secretary are recommended and instructions have been given to
District Secretaries to pay personal attention on the other ‘shortcomings pointed out and to take
corrective measures regarding them.

_ TR QY W

S. Alokabandara
Secretary

Ministry of Public Administration,Provincial Councils and Local Government
S. Alokabandara
Secretary
ini ic inistration,
Ministry of Public Administr : :
Provincial Councils and Local Government

Recommendation of the Minister and the Action Taken

Instruction have been given by me to the Ministry Secretary to take necessary steps by paying
special attention on the instructions given to the District Secretary by the Committee on Public
Accounts, to ensure that such shortcomings may not occur again and it is expected that the such
measures would enable the provable level to reach the optimum level within the year 2026.

Hon.(Prof).A.H.M.H.Abayarathna (M.P.)

Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government

Prof. A.H.M.H. Abayarathna
Minister of Public Administration, Provincial
Councils and Local Government
Independence Square, Colombo 07.
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