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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance at its meeting held on 05" May 2026 considered the following Regulations;

¢ Regulations made by the Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs under Section
52 read with Section 23 of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act, (Chapter 351) on 23rd April 2026

(Presented to Parliament on 05" May 2026 and referred to the Committee)
Date Considered by the Committee: 05" May 2026 Time: 02.00 p.m.

Members of the Committee on Public Finance Present

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, M.P., (Chair)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, M.P.,

Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera, M.P.,

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, M.P.,

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, M.P.,
Hon. Ajith Agalakada, M.P.,

Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, M.P.,

Hon. Nimal Palihena, M.P.,

. Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney at Law, M.P.,
10. Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, M.P.,

11. Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, M.P.,

12. Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, M.P.,
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¢ Regulations made by the Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs under Section 52
read with Section 23 of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act, (Chapter 351) on 23rd April 2026

Introduction

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism and the Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs have submitted a joint Cabinet Memorandum dated 30.06.2025 under the title of,
"Report of the Expert Committee on the Issuance of Free Tourist Visa to Several Selected Countries”, and the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted for that by the Cabinet Decision No. 25/1223/821/029
dated 21.07.2025.

Accordingly, it has been proposed to issue free Electronic Travel Authorization for 30 days for purposes of
tourism to foreign passport holders in thirty-nine (39) countries. This also includes the countries such as
People's Republic of China, India, Indonesia, Russia, Thailand, Malaysia and Japan, for which permission has
been granted to issue free visa as per Gazette Extraordinary No. 2360/24 dated 27.11.2023. It has been
permitted to issue free 30-day Electronic Travel Authorization for purposes of tourism, subject to strict scrutiny
carried out by the relevant agencies in relation to applications submitted by Pakistani passport holders for
obtaining electronic travel authorization.

The Department of Immigration and Emigration has sought advice from the Attorney General regarding the
impact of implementing the above Cabinet approval on the interim injunction granted in relation to the cases,
SC/FR/203/2024, SC/FR/204/2024, SC/FR/205/2024, SC/FR/218/2024, SC/FR/219/2024, SC/FR/221/2024,
SC/FR/222/2024 and SC/FR/223/2024, which are currently pending before the Supreme Court, and the
Attorney General has advised that it is appropriate to obtain clarification from the Honourable Supreme Court
in this regard and to submit a Draft of the amended regulations to submit a motion for that purpose.

The prepared Draft of the Immigrants and Emigrants Regulations was forwarded to the Legal Draftsman, and
the Attorney General has informed the Ministry of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs that the approval
of the Honourable Supreme Court had been granted on 09.02.2026 to the final Draft of the Regulations
submitted after making amendments.



Accordingly,

a) It has been proposed to issue free electronic travel authorization for 30 days for the
purposes of tourism to nationals of thirty-nine (39) countries holding foreign passports.

b) It has been proposed to grant permission to obtain free 30-day Electronic Travel
Authorization for the purposes of tourism, subject to strict scrutiny carried out by the
relevant agencies in relation to applications submitted by Pakistani foreign passport
holders for obtaining electronic travel authorization.

c) It has been proposed to make it mandatory for all the tourists arriving for the purposes
of tourism, including tourists from these countries, to obtain an electronic travel
authorization before arriving in this country.

d) It has been proposed to implement this proposed scheme for a period of one (01) year
and to make the Committee established under the Cabinet Decision dated 30.12.2024
(No. 24/2231/807/004) meeting from time to time as necessary and to compulsorily
carry out a mid-term review of the scheme within 6 months of its implementation.

The Cabinet Memorandum No. 17/2026 dated 20.03.2026 was submitted to obtain the approval of the Cabinet
of Ministers to submit the Draft Regulations prepared by the Legal Draftsman in all three languages under No.
LDB 10/2015 according to the aforesaid proposals, to Parliament, and the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers
has been granted to that Cabinet Memorandum by the Cabinet Decision No. CP/26/0591/821/015 dated.
30.03.2026.

Accordingly, the Draft Regulations signed by the Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs on
23.04.2026 has been submitted to obtain the approval of the Parliament of Sri Lanka.

Observations of the Committee

The Committee observed the followings;

e It has been proposed to introduce a policy framework providing for the issuance of free Electronic Travel
Authorization (ETA) for a period of 30 days for tourism purposes to nationals of thirty-nine (39) selected
countries, including countries previously covered under Gazette Extraordinary No. 2360/24 dated
27.11.2023, and to extend similar facilitation to Pakistani passport holders subject to enhanced scrutiny
by relevant authorities. The proposed issuance of free Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) for tourists
from selected countries is primarily aimed at promoting tourism and enhancing foreign exchange inflows

e The proposed regulatory framework requires all incoming tourists, including those eligible for free ETA,
to obtain prior Electronic Travel Authorization before arrival in Sri Lanka, thereby strengthening border
management and pre-arrival screening mechanisms.

e The proposed scheme is intended to be implemented on a pilot basis for a period of one (01) year, subject
to continuous oversight by the Committee established under the Cabinet Decision, with a mandatory mid-
term review to be conducted within six months of implementation to assess effectiveness and operational
impact.

e Although the free visa scheme would cause a direct loss of about $75.6 million in visa fees, the Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority expects this to be more than offset by increased tourism-related
revenue— including higher Embarkation Levy collections, Tourism Development Levy contributions,
and other inflows—resulting in a net surplus to the Treasury.

e The provision of free visas to foreign nationals could be strategically used as diplomatic leverage to
secure reciprocal travel benefits for Sri Lankan citizens. The committee noted that the Government better
utilize such fee waivers as a basis for negotiating mutual visa-free arrangements with other countries.



Recommendations of the Committee

After consideration the Committee recommended the followings;

e The relevant authorities should present a comprehensive assessment of the overall economic impact of
the proposed visa fee waiver scheme, clearly demonstrating projected gains in tourism revenue alongside
the estimated loss of direct visa income.

e A comprehensive written report should be submitted to the Committee outlining the implementation
status of all recommendations previously presented to Parliament in the Report of the Committee on
Public Finance on “Outsourcing Online Visa and Passport Application Services between the Consortium
and the Department of Immigration and Emigration of Sri Lanka” presented by the Chair of the
Committee on 12th July 2024.

Decision of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee agreed to;

e Regulations made by the Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs under Section
52 read with Section 23 of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act, (Chapter 351) on 23rd April 2026

and accordingly decided that the Report of the Committee on Public Finance thereon be presented to Parliament
by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, Member of the Committee on Public Finance, on 07" May 2026.

10



Annexure |

Officials Present (Date: 05.05.2026)

Ministry of Public Security and Parliament Affairs
Mr. D.W.R.B. Senevirathe, Secretary
Ms. M.S.P. Suriyapperuma, Additional Secretary
Miss. Gayani Krishanthi Upasiri, Legal Officer

Department of Immigration and Emigration
Mr. I.C. Pathiraja, Controller General
Mr. A.H. Lakshan de Zoysa, Additional Controller General
Mrs. E. Nayana Senaratna, Controller (Visa)
Mr. H. M. I. K. Herath, Controller (Information Technology and Internal Control)
Mrs. K.M.S.M. Chathurangani, Deputy Controller (Legal)
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