(Tenth Parliament - First Session)

No. 125.]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 9.30 a.m.
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Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel

Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath

Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha

Hon. Dewananda Suraweera

Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi

Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara
Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney at Law
Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna

Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah
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Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi

Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law
Hon. Dinesh Hemantha

Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, Attorney at Law

Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney at Law

Hon. Muhammad Faizal

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Chaminda Kularatne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of
Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received a copy of another petition filed at
the Supreme Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the
Bill titled ‘Parliamentary Pensions (Repeal)’, in addition to the receipt of four Petitions
mentioned in my announcements dated 20™ and 21%' of January 2026 .

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented
the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority Bill was presented in Parliament on
26.11.2025 and referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic
Development and International Relations in terms of the provisions of Standing Order
50(2) of Parliament. The said Committee, after due consideration of the Bill, has
recommended that the Bill be referred to the Committee on Public Finance and
therefore, it has been proposed that the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority
Bill also be referred to the Committee on Public Finance with the leave of the House.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(2) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the —

(1) Annual Report of the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol for the
year 2023; and

(i) Performance Report of the Department of Ayurveda for the year 2024

and moved that those reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Health, Media and Women's Empowerment .

Question put, and agreed to.
(3) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Annual Report of the
Superior Courts Complex Board of Management 2024 and moved that report be

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.
3. Presentation of reports from Committees: (1) Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The

Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and Resource
Sustainability presented the —

(1) Performance Reports and Annual Accounts of the Measurement Units,
Standards and Services Department for the years 2022 and 2024;

(ii)) Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka State Trading (General) Corporation Ltd
for the years 2021/2022, 2022/2023 and 2023/2024;

(i) Annual Performance Reports of the Co-operative Employees Commission
for the years 2023 and 2024;

(iv) Performance Reports of the Department of the Registrar of Companies for
the years 2023 and 2024;

(v) Annual Reports of the Lanka Sathosa Ltd for the years 2021 and 2022;

(vi) Annual Performance Reports of the Ministry of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Cooperative Development for the years 2023 and 2024;

(vii) Performance Report of the Department of Co-operative Development for
the year 2022;

(viii) Annual Report of the Consumer Affairs Authority for the year 2022; and

(ix) Annual Reports and Accounts of the Lalith Athulathmudali Mahapola
Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund for the years 2021 and 2022

which were referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:
(1) Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi presented a petition dated 05.05.2025
from Mr. M. M. Dingiri Bandara of No. 232/19, Jayanthi Uyana,
Honnanthara North, Piliyandala.



(8) M. No. 125

(2) Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri presented a petition dated 30.12.2024 from
Mr. D.M.S.D Dasanayaka of No 54/1, 3rd Lane, Mahasen Place, New
Town, Polonnaruwa.

(3) Hon. Thilina Samarakoon presented a petition dated 06.07.2025 from
Mr. R.M.U.U.R. Rajakaruna of No 62, Ganthiriyagama, Ipalogama.

(4) Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated
13.06.2025 from Mr. W.M. Sarath Nandasiri Bandara of Weerasola,
Bakmeewewa, Ambanpola.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to
530 pm.. At 11.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate.
At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Privileges: Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka seconded by Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi
moved,— That the question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the Hon.
Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan on 13" November, 2025 in Parliament to the effect that

his privileges have been infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Imran Maharoof, seconded by Hon. Mujibur
Rahman moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the UnV Foundation.”
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister
of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment for report.

8. Adjournment (Support for Comprehensive Educational Transformation
Process): The Hon. Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament
do now adjourn.

Question proposed and debated.

(At 11.26 a,m, the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation moved,— The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(At 2.54 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna took the Chair.)

The Minister of Health and Mass Media moved,— The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe
Wijerathna do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At4.02 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasinghe took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned at 5.47 p.m. by the Presiding
Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, January 23, 2026.



