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Parliament 
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    Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificate on the Bill titled ‘Colombo Port 

City Economic Commission (Amendment)’ on 20th of January 2026 in terms of the 

Article 79 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”.  
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 II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received a copy of another petition filed at 

the Supreme Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the 

Bill titled “Parliamentary Pensions (Repeal)”, in addition to the receipt of three Petitions  

mentioned in my announcement dated 20 January 2026.” 

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Speaker presented the First Installment – Parts 

XXXIII, XXXIV, XXXV and XXXVI, Fourth Installment – Parts XIX and XX, Fifth 

Installment – Parts VIII and IX and Sixth Installment – Part XXV of the Report of the 

Auditor – General for the Financial Year 2024 in terms of Article 154(6) of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 
 

3. Presentation of reports from Committees: (1) Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, 

The Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health, Media and Women's 

Empowerment presented the Report of the Committee on  — 

(i) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation for the year 

2022; 

(ii) Annual Performance Reports of the Department of Government 

Information for the years 2022 and 2024; and 

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Mass Media Division of the Ministry of 

Health and Mass Media for the year 2024 

which were  referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Health, Media and Women's Empowerment presented the Report of the Committee                 

on — 

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Probation & Child Care 

Services for the year 2024; and 

(ii) Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Thriposha Limited for the years 2021 and 

2023                                                                                                                       

which were  referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga presented— 

(i) A petition dated 23.10.2025 from Mr. R.P.N.R. Gunawardhana of               

No. 88/A/1, Panawala Road, Kongasdeniya, Nittambuwa; and 

(ii) A petition dated 07.07.2025 from Mr. W.P. Wimalarathne of                    

No.137/1/1, Etikehelgalla, Weliweriya.  

(2) Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera presented a petition dated 27.05.2025 

from Mr. M.K. Ananda of  ‘Piyumi’, Mulana, Hungama.  



        ( 8 ) M. No. 124 

 (3) Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated 

21.07.2025 from Mr. Rajika Niroshan Gamage of Tea Research Institute of 

Sri Lanka, Talawakelle.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
 

5. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— 

That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of 

sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to       

5.30 p.m.. At 11.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate.                  

At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

6. Select Committee of Parliament to conduct a comprehensive study on the 

lack of preparedness to face Cyclone Ditwah and report to Parliament and submit 

its proposals and recommendations in that regard: Hon. Gayanta Karunathilaka 

seconded by  Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, moved,— Whereas the loss of lives, damage to 

property and damage to the people caused by Cyclone Ditwah, which is considered to 

be the worst tragedy in the history of Sri Lanka, have not yet been assessed; 

And whereas action was taken to appoint Select Committees of Parliament in the 

recent times with regard to two such disasters, namely the Easter Sunday attack and the 

economic crisis as well; 

And whereas it is believed that this disaster is unique as far as the disasters that 

have occurred so far are concerned;  

And whereas it has already been revealed in Parliament that the Department of 

Meteorology and foreign media had from time to time warned about and forecasted this 

extremely tragic situation; and 

Whereas the damage caused by Cyclone Ditwah could have been prevented to a 

significant extent if the relevant parties had been prepared in advance to face the 

situation; 

That this Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to 

conduct a comprehensive study on the lack of preparedness to face Cyclone Ditwah and 

report to Parliament and submit its proposals and recommendations in that regard. 
 

2. (a)  that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

Speaker; and 

    (b) that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

Committee shall not consist of more than twelve (12) Members. 

3. That the Committee shall have the power to—  

(a)  fix its quorum; 

(b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure 

any document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written or 

oral, as the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest consideration 

of the matters referred to above; 
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 (c)    obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

the Committee; and 

(d) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 
 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of three                

months (03) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period as 

Parliament may grant. 
 

7. Adjournment (Post-cyclone "Ditwah" Situation in the Country): The Hon. 

Leader of the House of Parliament  moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed and debated. 

(At 10.59 the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.00  p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)  

The Minister of Environment moved,— That Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, 

Attorney at Law do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.48  p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, Attorney at Law  took the Chair.) 
 

The Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.09  p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.) 

 

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member   

pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, January 22, 2026.  


