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     Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received   copies of three petitions filed at 

the Supreme Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the 

Bill titled ‘Parliamentary Pensions (Repeal)’.”  

II 

“A motion may be moved to refer the Question of Privilege raised by the Hon. 

Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, M.P., in Parliament on 13th November 2025 to the 

Committee on Ethics and Privileges.” 

 

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented — 

(i) Annual Report of the Uva Wellassa University for the year 2023; 

(ii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka for the 

year 2024; and 

(iii) Annual Report of the University of the Visual and Performing Arts for the 

year 2024. 

 and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education, Manpower and Human Capital .  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(2) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the — 

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 

119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the 

Institutions coming under the purview of the Ministry of Finance, Planning 

and Economic Development in the report of the Committee on Public 

Accounts which was presented to Parliament; and 

(ii) Reports on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 

119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the 

Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education in the 

reports of the Committee on Public Accounts which were presented to 

Parliament  

and moved that those reports  be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(3) The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development presented the  Annual 

Report of the National Crafts Council for the year 2024 and moved that that report  be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and 

International Relations   

Question put, and agreed to.  
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 (4) The Minister of Plantation and Community Infrastructure presented the  Annual 

Report of the Elkaduwa Plantations Limited for the year 2018 and moved that that 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture 

and Resource Sustainability . 

Question put, and agreed to.  

(5) The Minister of Health and Mass Media  presented the — 

(i)  Annual Report of the Petroleum Development Authority of Sri Lanka for 

the year 2023; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority for the year 

2023 

 and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Infrastructure and Strategic Development.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(6) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Report on the observations 

and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to 

the matters mentioned on the Department of Archaeology in the report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament  and moved that that 

Reports be referred to the Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to.  
 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, 

Member of the Committee on behalf of the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, the Chair of the 

Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the Committee on the  Aswesuma 

Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 

of 2002 (Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15.12.2025) which was 

referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe presented a petition dated 18.08.2025 from           
Mr. S.N. Ranaweera of Hon. Joint Secretary, Navy Civilian Union, Navy 
Camp, Tangalle.  

(2) Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake presented a petition dated 06.08.2025 
from Ms. W.A. Bhashini Chathurika of No 54/A/3, Sapumal Uyana, 
Maththegoda.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

5. Protection of Occupants: The Minister of Justice and National Integration 

presented,— Bill to prevent a landlord from ejecting persons from occupation of a 

premises; and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday 03, February, 2026, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and 

Civil Protection 
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 6. Rent (Repeal): The Minister of Justice and National Integration presented,— Bill 

to Repeal the Rent Act, No. 7 of 1972. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday 03, February, 2026, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and 

Civil Protection . 

7. Licensing of Container Depot  Operators: The Minister of Ports and Civil 

Aviation presented,— Bill to provide for the regulation and control of the carrying on 

the business of Container Depot Operators; and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday 03, February, 2026, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and 

Strategic Development. 

8. Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating 

Common Carriers and Container Operators (Amendment): The Minister of Ports 

and Civil Aviation presented,— Bill to amend the Licensing of Shipping Agents, 

Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers and Container Operators 

Act, No. 10 of 1972; and to provide matters connected Therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday 03, February, 2026, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and 

Strategic Development. 

9. Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under the Welfare Benefits Act: 

The Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment on 

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and 

Vocational Education moved,— That the Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme 

made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under Section 9 

of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002, relating to Welfare Benefits and published 

in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15th December 2025, which was presented 

on 06.01.2026, be approved.  

(At 12.11. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.00  p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)  

The Minister of Women and Child Affairs moved,— That Hon. Sanjeewa 

Ranasingha  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.03 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development 

moved,— That Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.15  p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof took the Chair.) 
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 The Minister of Science and Technology  moved,— That  

Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.03  p.m. Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake took the Chair.) 

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Livestock moved,— That Hon. (Prof.) Sena 

Nanayakkara  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.29  p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

10. Adjournment : The Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and 

Community Empowerment moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.22 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 21, 2026. 


