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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   
 

1. Messages from the President : The Speaker read the following messages 

received from the President.;— 

I 
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 II 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following 

announcement:—  

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme 

Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Institute of Real Estate Professionals, Sri Lanka’ 

which had been challenged in the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the 

Constitution. 

The Supreme Court has determined that the Bill as a whole or any provision thereof 

is not inconsistent with the Constitution and may be passed by the simple majority of 

Parliament. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the official report 

of today's proceedings.”  

3. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Speaker presented the—   

(i) Ninth Installment – Part XLVI of the Report of the Auditor – General for 

the Financial Year 2022; and 

(ii) Second Installment – Part XXXIII, Third Installment – Part XXII and Ninth 

Installment – Part  XX of the Report of the  Auditor – General for the 

Financial Year 2024  

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 

Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the Annual Report of the Rakna Arakshaka Lanka Limited for the 

year 2021/2022  moved that Report  be referred to the  Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(3) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the  Annual Report of the National Insurance Trust Fund for the 

year 2023  and moved that the  report be referred to the Sectoral Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Economic Development and International Relations .  

Question put, and agreed to.   

(4) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the—   

(i) Annual Nineteenth Annual Report of the National Centre for Advanced Studies 

in Humanities and Social Sciences for the year 2023; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences 

of the University of Peradeniya for the year 2023 

and moved that those reports  be referred to the Committee Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital.   

Question put, and agreed to.   
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 (5) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the  Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme made by the 

Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under Section 9 of the 

Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002, relating to Welfare Benefits and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15th December 2025 and moved that Scheme be 

referred to the Committee on Public Finance.   

Question put, and agreed to.   

(6) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the—   

(i) Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2468/46 

of 28th December 2025 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 

with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services 

Act, No. 61 of 1979; and 

(ii) Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Development Activities 

Programme appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department 

of National Budget for the period from 01.11.2025 to 30.11.2025 in terms 

of Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, No. 3 of 2025 

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table.  

  (7) The Minister Transport, Highways and Urban Development presented the 

Annual Report of the State Development and Construction Corporation for the year 

2022 and moved that Report  be referred to the  Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Infrastructure and Strategic Development.  

Question put, and agreed to.   

(8)  The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources presented the  

(i) Annual Report of the Ceylon Fisheries Corporation for the year 2019; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the National Aquaculture Development Authority of Sri 

Lanka for the year 2023  

and moved that those Reports be referred to the  Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability  

Question put, and agreed to.   
 

4. Presentation of Reports from Committees: Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, 

The Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean 

Resources presented the Report of the Committee on — 

(i) Regulations made by the then Minister of Fisheries under Section 61 of the 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/35 of 15th February 2024; and 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean 

Resources under Section 29 of the Fishermen’s Pension and Social Security 

Benefit Scheme Act, No. 23 of 1990 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2428/13 of 19th March 2025  

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
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 5. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka presented a petition dated 22.07.2025 from 

Mrs. R.G. Lakmali Wasana of No. 116 Bogahagodalla, Thawalama South, 

Thawalama, Galle.  

(2) Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel presented a petition dated 05.06.2025 from  

Mr. T.A. Maithripala of No.6/2, Udammita, Veyangoda.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

6. Business of the Parliament: The Minister of Rural Development, Social Security 

and Community Empowerment on behalf of the Leader of the House of Parliament 

moved,— That the proceedings on Item No. 3 of Public Business appearing on the 

Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 

of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

7. Sittings of the Parliament :The Minister of Rural Development, Social Security 

and Community Empowerment on behalf of the Leader of the House of Parliament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, 

the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 

p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

8. Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act: The Minister of 

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources moved,— That the Regulations made by the 

then Minister of Fisheries under Section 61 of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, 

No. 2 of 1996 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/35 of 15 th February 

2024, which were presented on 18.12.2025, be approved. 

(At 11.45 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.50  p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources moved,—That                        

Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.00  p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

9. Regulations under the Fishermen’s Pension and Social Security Benefit 

Scheme Act: The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources moved,— That 

the Regulations  made by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources under 

Section 29 of the Fishermen’s Pension and Social Security Benefit Scheme Act, No. 23 

of 1990 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2428/13 of 19 th March 2025. 

which were presented on 18.12.2025, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 10. Resolution under the Public Security Ordinance: The Minister Prime Minister 

and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That 

the Proclamation made by the President under Section 2 of the Public Security 

Ordinance (Chapter 40), as amended by Act, No. 8 of 1959 and Law, No. 6 of 1978 of 

the National State Assembly and Act, No. 28 of 1988, bringing into operation  the 

provisions of Part II of the aforesaid Ordinance throughout Sri Lanka with effect from 

28th December, 2025, be approved. 

The Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs moved,—That                        

Hon. Upul Kithsiri  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.09 p.m. Hon. Upul Kithsiri  took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 

11. Committee of Parliament to look into and report to Parliament on the 

matter of selecting the Electoral System under which the Provincial Council 

Elections should be held and submit its proposals and recommendations in that 

regard: Minister of Health and Mass Media on behalf of the Leader of the House of 

Parliament moved,— Whereas all the Provincial Councils are currently functioning 

without people’s representatives since the delimitation process of wards required for 

implementing the ‘Mixed Proportional Representation System’, which was introduced 

in terms of the provisions of Act No. 17 of 2017 which is in effect at present amending 

the Provincial Councils Elections Act No. 2 of 1988, has not been completed;  

 And whereas the Select Committee of Parliament to identify appropriate reforms 

of the Election Laws and the Electoral System and to recommend necessary 

amendments, which was appointed in 2022 by the Ninth Parliament, discussed the fact 

that draft laws are required for enabling the implementation of the ‘Mixed Proportional 

Representation System’, which was introduced by the Provincial Councils Elections 

(Amendment) Act No. 17 of 2017, by carrying out the delimitation as required in terms 

of the said Amendment Act as per the ratio stipulated therein, and recommended that 

appropriate laws be enacted for holding the Provincial Council Elections under the 

Proportional Representation System until draft laws referred to above are prepared, but 

the report of the said Committee, which consisted of 17 Members, had been presented 

to Parliament on 22 June 2022 with the signatures of only 8 Members;     

 And whereas the report of the Minister in terms of Standing Order 52(6) of 

Parliament on the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill, which was 

presented to the  Parliament on 05 June 2025 for the first reading, was presented to 

Parliament on 19.11.2025 by the Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils 

and Local Government; and  

 Whereas there are different viewpoints on the appropriate electoral system for 

holding the Provincial Council Elections and the dialogue on the electoral systems of 

the country has broadened and intensified after 2017, and whereas an extensive dialogue 

should be created on preparing an electoral system including provisions for mandatory 

women representation, youth representation, limits on expenditure, mixed proportional 

representation system, ensure right to advance voting and voting right of the Sri 

Lankans living abroad etc.;    
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   This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to 

look into and report to Parliament on the matter of selecting the Electoral System under 

which the Provincial Council Elections should be held and submit its proposals and 

recommendations in that regard. 

2. (a) that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

  Speaker; and 

 (b) that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

  Committee shall not consist of more than twelve (12) Members. 

3.  That the Committee shall have the power to — 

  (a) fix its quorum; 

 (b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure 

  any document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written 

  or oral, as the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest              

  consideration of the matters referred to above; 

 (c) obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

  the Committee; and  

 (d) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

  adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of three (03)  

months from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period as 

Parliament may grant. (P.104/2025) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

11. Adjournment : The Minister of Health and Mass Media moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourn. 

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member  at 5.40 

p.m.  pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 07, 2026.  

 


