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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“Hon. Members,

I wish to inform this House that, as per the request made by the Hon. Members to
adopt in giving the opportunity to debate Private Members' Motions the same
methodology based on which Questions for Oral Answers are currently Scheduled in
the Order Paper in order to ensure that all the Members who have submitted Private
Members' Motions get equal opportunities when giving opportunities to debate such
motions in the House, the new methodology that has been prepared on the approval of
the Committee on Parliamentary Business was carefully considered at the meeting of
the Committee on Parliamentary Business held on 18.11.2025 and it was decided by
the Committee to implement the said new methodology from January 2026.

I also wish to inform this House that, opportunities will be given to debate Private
Members' Motions following the said new methodology from the month of January
2026 for which Private Members' Motions have been scheduled to be taken up next,
and that, as per the proposed new methodology, based on the number of motions that
will be determined by the Committee to be taken up for the first day, motions for
debate will be selected according to the chronological order in which the motions
submitted by the Hon. Members have been entered in the Order Book / Addendum to
the Order Book by the time of such selection, and when selecting Motions for the day
that will be allocated for Private Members' Motions in the next month, the
Hon. Members who have submitted motions next according to the chronological
order will be given the opportunity. I wish to further inform this House that, if Hon.
Members who have submitted motions state which of the motions that appear under
their name they prefer to take up first or to which priority should be given, it would
also be taken into consideration when selecting motions for debate.

Accordingly, I highly appreciate the cooperation extended by all the Hon. Members
of Parliament in successfully implementing the said new methodology, which has
been proposed with a view to giving equal opportunities to all the Hon. Members who
have submitted Private Members' Motions”

2. Presentation of Papers: The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education presented the —
(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development under Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act,
No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2457/05 of 09" October 2025; and
(i1) Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)
relating to Import Duties

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2457/06 of 09" October 2025)

and moved that the Order and the Resolution be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.
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3. Presentation of Public Petitions:

Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna presented a petition dated 09.06.2025 from
Mr. K.M. Manawasinghe Bandara of No 48/19, Hospital Road, Wewathenna,
Bandarawela.

The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

4. Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority: The Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education presented,— Bill to
provide for the establishment of the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority of
Sri Lanka; to regulate the moneylending business and the microfinance business; to
provide protection for the customers of the moneylending business and the microfinance
business; to repeal the Microfinance Act, No. 6 of 2016; and to provide for matters

connected therewith or incidental thereto.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, December 10, 2025,
be printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

5. Appropriation Bill—(Sixteenth Allotted Day): Considered in the Committee.
(In the Committee)
The Speaker took the Chair.

Head 151

Programme 01 (Recurrent Expenditure)

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, proposed that the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10/-.
(At 10.36 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

(At 2.19 p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof took the Chair.)

(At 3.06 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna took the Chair.)

(At 4.00 p.m. Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi took the Chair.)

(At 5.04 p.m. Hon. M.K.M. Aslam took the Chair.)

Question put, and negatived.

Ministry of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources

The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources on behalf of Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development proposed an amendment to leave out
line 12 in page 32 and substitute the following:—

“Capital 7,700,000,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.
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Question that the sum of Rs. 460,800,000 for Head 151, Programme 01 (Recurrent
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.
Programme 01 (Capital Expenditure)
Question that the sum of Rs. 104,800,000 for Head 151, Programme 01 (Capital
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources on behalf of Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development proposed an amendment to leave out
line 16 in page 32 and substitute the following:—

“Programme 02  Development Activities 2,381,500,000  7,209,800,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Head 290

The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources on behalf of Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development proposed an amendment to leave out
line 02 in page 33 and substitute the following:—

“Programme 01 Operational Activities 1,257,700,000 385,400,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Ministry of Science and Technology

The Minister of Science and Technology on behalf of Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development proposed an amendment to leave out lines 2 and 3 in
page 37 and substitute the following:—

“Recurrent 3,170,000,000
Capital 3,600,000,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Head 196
Programme 01 (Recurrent Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 218,000,000 for Head 196, Programme 01 (Recurrent
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Programme 01 (Capital Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 27,000,000 for Head 196, Programme 01 (Capital
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Science and Technology proposed an amendment to leave out line 7
in page 37 and substitute the following:—

“Programme 02 Development Activities 2,952,000,000  3,573,000,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.
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Ministry of Digital Economy
The Minister of Science and Technology on behalf of Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development proposed an amendment to leave out line 12 in page 34
and substitute the following:—

“‘Recurrent 6,400,000,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Head 186

Programme 01 (Recurrent Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 241,500,000 for Head 186, Programme 01 (Recurrent
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Programme 01 (Capital Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 25,000,000 for Head 186, Programme 01 (Capital
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Science and Technology on behalf of the Minister of Digital
Economy proposed an amendment to leave out line 17 in page 34 and substitute the
following:—

“Programme 02 Development Activities 3,812,500,000 8,128,500,000”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Head 227

Programme 01 (Recurrent Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 2,346,000,000 for Head 227, Programme 01 (Recurrent
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Programme 01 (Capital Expenditure)

Question that the sum of Rs. 1,946,500,000 for Head 227, Programme 01 (Capital
Expenditure), be inserted in the Schedule, put, and agreed to.

Whereupon the Minister of Science and Technology proposed that the Chair do
report progress and ask leave to sit again.

Question put and agreed

Committee report progress; to sit again on Thursday, November 27, 2025

6. Adjournment (Grant of Freehold Deeds to Occupants of State Lands): The
Minister of Science and Technology moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question proposed, and debated.

And it being past 6.30 p.m. Parliament was at 6.52 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding
Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.00 a.m. on Thursday, November 27, 2025
pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 13™ November, 2025.



