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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
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SAARC PARLIAMENTARIANS’> ASSOCIATION (SRI LANKA
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth

Affairs and Sports)

®0 ®mONemROA, 2023 dbse wews @one HBD
B B en B8l Dab8m D800 88 98w .

@08 Da8mD @iBBIB, BO DEIEB Y DD YPFVHIB
BEAC @-Bm gl en m0® 91D OB 0wl BE W w8
©® ewlvmn 8.

g 88z 8, e e8s®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) eTDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Namal Sudarshana - Deputy Minister of
Women and Child Affairs)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, Attorney-at-Law)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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BANANA CULTIVATORS IN RATNAPURA DISTRICT: ISSUES
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@)
)

(ii)

Will he inform this House -

the areas in the Ratnapura District where
banana cultivation is carried out;

the number of families engaged in banana
cultivation in the said district;

(b)

2302

(iii)  whether he is aware that banana cultivators

(iv)

in the Ratnapura District are facing
difficulties due to their inability to obtain a
fair price for bananas; and

the measures taken to address the issues

faced by banana cultivators in the
Ratnapura District?
If not, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
@) @erCpev, syer?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) name of the reservoir project that has been
proposed to be implemented in the Vee-
Opya area in Yatiyantota;

(i) objectives expected to be achieved through
the said project; and

(iii) name of the institution/company through
which the above project is expected to be
implemented?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the reasons for not informing the public
definitely whether the said project will be
implemented or not;

(if)  whether a proper study has been conducted
regarding the damage and strain caused to
the public by the said project;

(iii)  separately, the number of families directly
and indirectly affected by the project;

(iv)  the impacts that can be made in the future
by the implementation of the aforesaid
reservoir project by constructing a dam
between two mountains in the Kegalle
District which has been designated as an
area highly susceptible to landslides; and

(v) whether it will definitely be informed if the
aforesaid project is implemented or not?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath - Deputy Minister of Land and
Irrigation)
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?
@) @erCpev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the Arabic colleges which produce Muslim
religious scholars are operating in various
regions of Sri Lanka; and

(if) those colleges have been graded into three
categories based on their classification?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) since the majority of these Arabic colleges
are currently in the first grade, whether
steps will be taken to upgrade them to the
second and third grades; and

(i) the existing obstacles and conditions for
upgrading these Arabic colleges?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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2. ©O8m @6d wowE (PAS - Preliminary
Arabic Schools)  Bwisd-8 ewimae
(MRCA/13/1/PAS/....)

3. @6d Beme (AC - Arabic Colleges)
Bwosded exdmw (MRCA/13/1/AC/....)
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of local authorities in the
Trincomalee District;

(i) the names of the said local authorities;

(iii) the number of constituents, wards and
councillors belonging to each of those local
government bodies, separately;

(iv) the basis on which local authorities and
wards are demarcated and the number of
councillors is determined;

(v) whether he accepts that it has resulted in
injustice to certain local government bodies
and their constituents; and

(vi) if so, whether the said issue will be
addressed?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1)  whether he is aware that the total number of
constituents of the Mutur Pradeshiya Sabha
is higher than that of the combined total
number of constituents of the five
Pradeshiya  Sabhas of Morawewa,
Gomarankadawala, Padavi Sripura,
Seruwila and Verugal;

(i) whether the Mutur Pradeshiya Sabha will be
divided into two local government bodies
based on the population, number of Grama
Niladhari Divisions and the land area; and

(iii)  if so, the date on which the said action will
be taken?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

whether he is aware that there are housing
projects implemented by the National
Housing Development Authority in the 621
- Ihalagama, 510 - Kadiyangalla and 502 -
Manewa Grama Niladhari Divisions of the
Ipalogama and the Kekirawa Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions in the Anuradhapura
District;

if so, the names of the said housing projects
along with the dates of implementation of
those projects, separately;

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)
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the total number of beneficiaries of those
three housing projects;

whether the funds provided to those
beneficiaries were provided as an aid or as a
loan;

separately, the total amount provided to
those beneficiaries, the number of houses
that have been completed and the number
of people currently residing in those houses;

the income status that were used as the basis
for selecting the beneficiaries; and

separately, the income status of each of
those beneficiaries at the time of selecting
them?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

)

year in which the Department of Motor
Traffic was established;

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

2328

institution that was responsible for
registering motor vehicles prior to the
establishment of the Department of Motor
Traffic;

year in which a motor vehicle was
registered for the first time in Sri Lanka;
and,

number of motor vehicles registered each
year from that first registration until the
establishment of the Department of Motor
Traffic, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

the number of motor vehicles registered in
Sri Lanka as at 31st December, 2025,
separately;

whether the Government earns annual
revenue from issuing vehicle emission
certificates for motor vehicles; and

if so, the revenue earned for the year 2025?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) separately, the number of National Schools
and schools operating under the Provincial
Education Department in the Monaragala
District; and

(i) the number of auditoriums established in
those schools?

(b)  Will she further inform this House -

(i) the date on which construction work of the
auditorium of Dutugemunu Central College
in Buttala was commenced;

(ii) the total amount of funds allocated for the
same;

(iii) whether there is any delay in the
construction of the said auditorium; and

(iv) if so, the reasons for the said delay?
(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (eedes) QY0 ewemBiTs Dums (gxIBm 8y

c e s Bewdss g@imun®)

(revryfl@ (sweugglwit) wgir CQFbarallrger - sHeval, o wi

sevalll) 78] gen&air)
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STSTLISHSW|LD Sjeui @)FFenLids@ Hmlalliurym?

(@) @erCmev, er6r?

asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether there are any Grama Niladhari
Divisions, out of the 153 Grama Niladhari
Divisions in the Mannar District, which do
not have multi-purpose service centres
(Sevapiyasa) that can be used by the Grama
Niladharis, Development Officers and
Samurdhi Development Officers;
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(i) if so, the number of offices that are
temporarily housed in alternative buildings;

(i) the number of offices that need to be
renovated;

(iv) the number of offices that do not have
toilets, water and electricity facilities; and

(v) the number of offices in which the
electricity supply has been disconnected?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there are
difficulties in providing quality services to
the public due to such shortages; and

(if) the nature of the plan that is in place to
address the said shortages in order to
provide quality and expeditious services to
the public?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (B8 w) &.80.98.89. gdwesHm Dvmo
(wressrfl@ (Burmdifluii) 67.6T&.6TiD.6Td. HLIWITS60T)

(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)
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AMENDMENT OF LABOUR LAWS: DETAILS

1721/2025
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e @)dFFewusE@ Mlaliirrr?

(=) @)eTCmev, 676817

asked the Minister of Labour:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether labour laws in Sri Lanka are
currently being amended;

(i) if so, the specific areas that are being
amended;

(iif)  the external stakeholders who are involved
in the said amendments; and

(iv) the timeframe within which the said
amendments are expected to be completed?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G (80028w) eBF SwsIm Swmo

(orarylg (srBld) ojafle swbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
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approved to operate for the winter season
2025/2026. But, based on the approved aircraft
capacities, the weekly one-way seat availability
ranges from approximately 115,000 to 203,000
seats.

However, given the prevailing situation in the
Middle East, several airlines, namely Qatar
Airways, Emirates, Air Arabia, Etihad Airways,
Air Arabia Abu Dhabi, Flydubai, Kuwait Airways,
Jazeera Airways, SriLankan Airlines and FitsAir,
have either cancelled their scheduled flights or
reduced their frequencies to and from Sri Lanka.
Meanwhile, a few airlines such as Aeroflot,
Edelweiss and SalamAir have introduced
additional flights to meet the current demand from
this region.

& @ O OFTe w» on @B Hw®bo

©@oz00¢? From the second-half of this question, the Hon.

Member asks about seating capacities and details
of those airlines and their respective minimum and

6. & Comed 0 Buod@m D5 LamssIns e od@n
maximum seating capacities are given in Annex

Q05 emigemg Bww Bede? ol o @dxy
@mNYeEDE BB Di88m 08 wBcde® Wabmd 0l
e8! D00 @ gnn B8 @203,

Annex 01
*  DYNED  DEENCHNGD  LomeBIHS QDY
OBNYEBE o
Minimum ax Annual X
i Min Annual Seat
¢ O¥mG Guee s mc QoY emQe e Airline Seats per I::):'wm:::(s::;)s Seat Capacity Capachy (OW)
W,
GBS BBIHS @OBY EBIYEBIE No. week (OW) (W)
® OO Lo BBIBC YOBT @BYEE, As per the approvals given for Winter25/26 IATA Season
1 Aeroflot-Russian 838 1,208 46,176 62,712
*  %Omegd @bsf emgemg ww 2 |AirArabia 3654 4515 190,008 234,780
i i i 1,218 1,218 63,336 63,336
= od®n: ©Dxs3 B) ® 25535, 3 |AirArabia Abu Dhabi ; ’
qeeR @6: @ ®@09®63@ @Dﬁ 2 2 4 |AirAsia Berhad 2,604 2,604 135,408 135,408
7. o O @Oy emvewmeg OO DbEm ©8 5  |AirChina 1,106 2177 57,512 ;32;3;
DB8e® 8D ww DD amBIe EBOene? 6 A?”"d'a 3'§2§ 32:: 11?:26 18‘616
& 10 BEBIed BEED 800 Dt gnEsY @wvd 7 A?rAstana . 7’472
2 . .. 8  |AirSeychelles 336 336 17,472 17,
am@ﬁ. @w? o ampc?\.ﬁq'. That is, whether it is 9 |Cathay Pacific Airways 1,414 3,066 73528 159,432
underutilization or overutilization? 10 |China Easter Aiines 1876 4,39 97,552 208,592
8. Terminal -2 &xsosaBcs BIASE e aemymys) good@e 11 |Chongging Airlines 996 1,248 51,792 64,896
QOBY @9eBEDE 808D Do RO CH® 12 |Edelweiss Air. 628 628 32,656 32,656
W0 @B evd 98 WO8sT BOBB »HD YOBT emPeog, 13 |Emirates 8,736 10,080 454,272 524,160
©-05Q, 88wstm Dxmad e N0 B8O cHedd 14 |Etihad Airways 3,672 13,122 190,944 682,344
BBO 0®uDoc? 00 OE Bl BEAEO 15 |Fits Aviation 4,860 4,860 252,720 252,720
YOIy 16  |flydubai 5,874 6,237 305,448 324,324
17 |GulfAir 1,224 2,538 63,648 131,976
9. o000 oxxd gowsi § 80 gholm bEm ©8 18 | Indigo Atlines 10,044 12528 522,288 651,456
WB00  omov®enn ©d;? What is the new 19 |iazeera Airways 2,436 243%| 126672 126672
incremental passenger movement at the airport? 20 |Jetstar Asia Altways %00 900 26,800 76,800
21 |Kuwait Airways 536 1,296 27,872 67,392
O ¢m0 WO EBRD® Bwmo (Ddwe wy 85 @Dy 22 (Malaysia Airlines 1,120 2,030 58,240 105,560
oD g®ims®) 23 |Qatar Airways 5,040 14,420 262,080 743,840
(orehTL e ST SHATTHVES - SO WSS WHDID 24 |Salam Air 1,260 1,610 65,520 83,720
Aallsv allrer Cxemealdser Ua,,mwg;m'r) 25 |Singapore Airlines 3,370 3,370 175,240 175,240
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil 26__|Srilankan Aitines Ltd 45,018 98,307) 2,340,832 5,111,964 | -
Aviation) 27  |Thai AiaAsia 1,860 2,360 96,720 122,720
Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Question raised by 28 T“ai_A"Wflyf 1,092 1,092 56,784 56,784
the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is as follows; 29 |Turkish Airtines 126 349 6,552 18,148
115,646 203,235 6,013,592 10,568,220

1. A total of 29 scheduled airlines are operating from
Sri Lanka, including two Sri Lankan carriers - the
SriLankan Airlines and FitsAir. They have been

Note - Capacities are indicated as per the approved aircraft capacity and airline can change
the capacities according to the demand time to time
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3. The details of departures and arrivals from 2023 to
2025 from each airport is as follows;

2. a.  Embarkation levy presently charged per
passenger departing from airports in Sri
Lanka.
Airport 2023 2024 2025
Name of the Date of Issuing of | Applicable
Airport Tickets USD
Amount CMB Departures | 3,762,145| 4,351,507 | 4,982,918
a. Bandaranaike
International
Airport (BIA) - From 01.02.2020 USD 60
(IATA code- Arrivals 3,559,636 | 4,294,431 | 4,980,656
CMB)
b. Jaffng
i‘ff;gﬁf‘(‘}iil) _ | From01.022026 USD 60 HRI |Departures |  60772| 65173 | 63,000
(IATA code -JAF)
c. Colombo
International Arrivals 63,746 65,963 59,854
Airport Ratmalana ggo(r)r; %(7)2063 2025t USD 30
(CIAR) - (IATA B
code -RML)
Until the date of JAF Departures 14,624 20,476 29,428
completion of three
%a?::;:li: years from the date
. of commencement .
glit:pr(r)lsttl_o(nl\;;llRIA) 0 £ operqtions by an Free Arrivals 13,659 18,373 23,397
- (IATA code- international airline
H(RI on June 26™, 2027
) whichever comes
first BTC Departures 790 682 1,179
b. Batticaloa
International
. From 01.02.2020 USD 60
Airport - (IATA .
code BTC) Arrivals 519 444 558
b.  The above tax amount is included in the
price of the air ticket RML | Departures 6 6 -
c. It is transmitted to the Civil Aviation
Authority accumulated by the airlines _
Arrivals 6 4 -
d.  Twice a week
Usually, this embarkation levy only applies to
departures an'dols 1nf:11}ded mn thq price of the‘ air 4. The total amount due to the Government as
ticket. The Civil Aviation Authority is responsible . .
. . S Embarkation Levy from passengers in 2023, 2024
for collecting this tax, which is then transferred to 42025 is given in Annex 02 bel
the Treasury twice a week. an 1s given in ex clow.
Annex 02
i ARMeest | 00TaVae | 202terest | 2024TarVale | 20%Mnterest | 2025TakVoloe | 2025 Imerest Total Brand Total
B | ks Ps. s, B, RS, | R Rs,
Srlanken Altings 50735074427 | 489,668,307.00 | 249896967423 | 15,765,497,594.78 3,958,860.815.75 048 ‘92,158,“252.75 7,139.207,24925
-F_}lsA\'naﬁon Sl AA0AIIBEE01]  G0014848480| 120082408790 | 272492.340.061 373964,527.08 | 45,098,147:00 1 2.554,839;143.15
14 Asia Bethad 75925787 759.25787
fs. Rs .
361,958, 465.00 , 160,563,565.28 572520,050.28 | 30,367,327 870,85
Aerofot s Aines I § § $ $ § § §
101,083.10 1412000 80565735|  1,11830000 61,16260 1,456,283.0
Rossta Arnes WK 00 8,500.15 G545 154288759
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5. The total amount of Embarkation Levy currently )
outstanding and unpaid by each airline is given in Ampara Airport SLAF N/A
Annex 03 below.
Annex 03 10 | Trincomalee/China Bay Airport SLAF N/A
Total Embarkation Levy Outstanding from Airines as of 31.10.2025 11| Anuradhapura Airport SLAF N/A
12 | Hingurakgoda Airport SLAF N/A
i Tox Interest ;
S:;al Namefthe e TotalRs 13 | Katukurunda Airport SLAF N/A
1 {Srilankan Airines 21,536,756,162.74 | 5,630,854, 77882 | 27,167,610,341.56 7.
" . o . . Designed
1 | AirAsia Berhad LA25058 | 192620187 BT ATLS Name of the Capacity Il_’]:sns;;legdeli‘z Rate of
3 | Aeroflot Russian Alrine 381,958485.00 | 169,305,267.00 §61,263,752.01 Airport (;i)asse;?ger) 2025 Utilization
er yYear
4 |hinda L0IR |  SONIIB|  9RSEIE BIA T Million | 9.96 Million By
5 | ThaiAr Asia 446101051 118360 18,0309 MRIA | Million 122.856 12.28%
6 |Fishi DG SUISEIS6|  28MBISB0
— , JIA 0.2 Million 52,825 26.41%
7 | Maldwian Airine 2.376,174.60 2,376,174.60
CIAR 0.2 Million 0 -
Totl 2034093868610 | 629168200036 | 3073662078046 Batticaloa Air- 0.1 Million 1,737 1.74%
port (Domestic)
8. The Terminal 2 Development Project of the
ol : o Iterest Bandaranaike International Airport is at the final
Nome of the Airine Totel USD stage of procurement. The expected timeline for
k. this project to be completed is by 2030. Until the
1 [herootRussndiive S| 5788 140159 Terminal 2 Project is completed, several capacity-
increasing projects for the existing terminals are in
2 | Rossia Airine 5000 §6,699.11 86,4911 progress and that has to be completed within 2026
and 2027.
The departure capacity has been increased with 36
Tota SLn00) 248000 803,85070 additional check-in counters and six new boarding
gates. Immigration counters have been relocated
6.  We have 13 international and domestic airports ?md the number of Immigration counters has been
operational in Sri Lanka and the details are given mcreased from 25 to 40-. E-gates are already
below. implemented in immigration - arrival - and
arrangements will be made for emigration -
Annual departure - as well. The expansion of arrival
) Passenger terminal lobby is also underway. That is for the
Name of the Airport (‘)A"p“” Handling Bandaranaike International Airport.
perator Capacity/ K X .
Designed The expansion of arrival terminal of the Jaffna
Capacity International Airport has already been started. It is
1 Bandaranaike International Air- AASL 7 Million ;up posed to Pe (;lompleted Wlltl];lél this year.
port, Katunayake (BIA) rocurements for the common lobby expansion
project for both arrival and departure are to be
5 | Mattala Rajapaksa International AASL LMl completed and construction will be completed by
Airport (MRIA) Hion mid-2027. The purpose of these projects is to
standardize the prevailing basic facilities and space
3 | Jaffna International Airport (JIA) | AASL 0.2 Million at the Jaffna International Airport on par with
international standards.
4 C010m;30 Int(ijrgational Airport AASL 0.2 Million 9. With the completion of the Terminal 2 Project of
Ratmalana (CIAR) the Bandaranaike International Airport, an
] _ o additional nine million passengers could be
3 | Batticaloa Airport AASL I Million handled,and with capacity enhancement of the
. exiting terminals, an additional three million
6 | Sigiriya Airport SLAF N/A passengers would be accommodated. With the
7 | Kogeala Aj SLAF N/A development of the Jaffna International Airport,
oggala Alrport the passenger capacity will be increased by an
8 | Weerawila Airport SLAF N/A additional 0.2 million.
Thank you.
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(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, 1 congratulate the Hon. Minister for giving a
precise Answer and I appreciate it. I hope that all the
other Ministers would take cue from the Minister.

Hon. Minister, in your response, which I was eagerly
listening to, there was one specific elimination. The
President cited the Hingurakgoda Airport as a way
forward and that has not been brought into the Answer. I
presume it is part of this with its constructions ongoing.

So, in this particular situation, I could see that the
Bandaranaike International Airport operates at a capacity
of 142 per cent. That is what you revealed, Hon. Minister.
You have two VIP terminals there. So, why can you not
look at converting one of them into an active terminal
because passengers are going through a very arduous
procedure at the moment and that does not go well with a
person who leaves the country because the last point he
remembers of Sri Lanka would be the airport. So, I would
take it upon myself to propose that one of the VIP
terminals be converted into an additional terminal. You
can add in as 8, 9 and 10 because slots are there and they
are not at the key points at key times. So, Hon. Speaker, I
would greatly appreciate it if the Hon. Minister looks into
that.

Furthermore, another most important aspect today is
that, with the Middle East being in turmoil, also for the
next month or so, we would have to bear the brunt of
what is going on there. I would want you to really look at
positioning Sri Lanka to take advantage of that situation,
which I have been saying for the last 14 months. The
Mattala Airport is a sleeping giant which could be
awakened at this particular moment. There are two or
three Qatar Airways flights which operate from here
directly to Europe. Likewise, they also go to Muscat. So,
use the Mattala Airport to our advantage. You could even
offer free handling because the concomitant advantages
we are going to get thereafter would be far greater. Hon.
Minister, you have Qatar Airways which handles a
seating capacity of roughly about 700,000 a week. Bring
them in, speak to them and say, “We will give you free
handling”, and the rest would flow in thereafter.
Likewise, with Etihad Airways and Emirates Airline, the
same thing could be pursued.

The next one is cargo. Last time, I told the Hon.
Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources that
about 400 to 500 tons of fish perish due to lack of
capacity. So, ensure that these all these areas are
converted so that we could earn foreign exchange at this
fairly decisive time. So, Hon. Minister, you have a big
role to play with regard to both the Port and the Airport.
You can bring them into Sri Lanka by sea and take them
out by air. So, all these can be converted, if you adopt a
forward-thinking approach.

208Ee®xInd
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All we could basically do is give you ideas and those
must be crystalized soon because this type of situation
would not last for the next two, three or four years. So,
seize the opportunity.

OO DOIBTINBDH O

(orevrLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTseT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please shorten your clarification.

®3G 08 WO eDBNBZ DWmo

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, this is also important. You allowed 15
minutes to answer a very good point relating to Question
No. 9.

@O0 QBNWHD O

(omesTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Please proceed with the stipulated -

®G; 08 OB DV

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, allow it for the Opposition as well when we try to
ensure that these are looked into. I mean, we do not lose
any time on this.

So, I appreciate the precise Answer the Hon. Minister
gave. That is why I thought I would add on a question,
which would help you, Hon. Minister, to ensure that your
portfolio is brought to more fruition in the future.

O @70 WO EIBECH Owmo

(orenTL L@ S|eT 5 [HETT SV %)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, thank you so much for your
comments. We are revisiting the existing Master Plan of
the Bandaranaike International Airport and are
considering all possibilities to increase its capacity.

And with regard to the second point you have raised,
we have already started a round of discussions with
several airlines to get more scheduled flights to Sri
Lanka, exploiting the current situation in the Middle East.

Thank you so much.

®3G 08 WO eDBNGBZ DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister the most
[Interruption.]

important thing is -

®0; 8.8. es0s ®wmn
(oreyflg .0, Fr5)
(The Hon. T.B. Sarath)
O DOIBNBDROB, OO 8 e@DRIOW Ca e¢sIB).
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; 3.8. o Bewdeds ¢ @Bn®o.

®S 8.8, 30 ®wmn

(omessr i@ .10, Frg)

(The Hon. T.B. Sarath)

OG0T NN OB, SordvewsI® 28858
IO 0@ o@rewmern u B Bedm Sods
@GS OO 0® O ®¥Ied FDWHBY W WOB .
48CC 0®d08 wBmE D8vw Bwirsdd O B B
S0 95idm BOgOwEOEs onE Bny mdrend
NP1 DeBBeRT® 000 e®IOEBRDEW @D BBYD T
NBeesI® 0dn D 0®IO8weBmEwus Besr, S0 9T
C 0 BO wmew B wmE WOB CH ©®WsOBW
80057 9 BIDo.

O DOE STBNGEH Dvmo

(oredrflg L rEpmida)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO BOIBNGHROA, @0 yodsy & chassis number
demz¥ QR code O weEs @csim.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(orehTyLll@ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g O& ®OGH GPoOWede ewdesm.

38EBed®5Ined dedd®

LTI T@RLOGHTD LD 6
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

O BOE Iimnem Dwmo

(LomessrLfl@ LNo6d rémTwIdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO DONIWROB, & Bvm wewsy ewddrNd @edun’
O O:

"508EBe®sIned €Dl Bewls 88 BZB0mOE RO wewsd
B ¢, ac 8o DO B OFedm MmE @DED y.vo. 9.30 80 g.vo.
12.30 ¢z300 ¢, @.0. 1.00 80 a@.m0. 5.30 ¢ ¢ B @my @. g.vo.
2.000 ©08800@sined #dd Bewlw 8(5) Bwrom dw gn .
&.90. 5.300 mGi0nwemOow 8EedInd »E mds g «©. "

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr (Bl LILIL (B) T Mm% CIBTeiTeTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

OO DAIBNBDH) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET S)euiTds6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

yDy OB WOYD, BB Yol Bvw g 1, emed
DGas DI G838 EBesT KD BB wlerw Bewln
2®n BBO wew 988ux BBEO.

®O7 83%5NWBHR .
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@E® D01 BHYHSB G283 eSesy
5000 B8HD: Bewd®

CsTWIbLS HIwMWPs BHILI GLITHETTSTT
O} EHET (& (LF FL_L_LD: 6p(LpmI&H 6B H6iT
COLOMBO PORT CITY ECONOMIC COMMISSION
ACT: REGULATIONS

©G; IOF SFNem Owm (YDorwm, DWI@b® w®

208m ©080m g@ms  ©ww ©8Ged®xIned
BWIZNBDR )
(omessryfl @ LilLosv TSHBT WSS - Curdh@GHaursgl,

QBB EpFTeweVHST WHMID  BHT YLilelHsHs ewdaHLd

LTI TEBLOSTDE FenLI (PHeVeu (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)

Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education, I
move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development in consultation with the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission and relevant Regulatory
Authorities under Section 71 of the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021 and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2469/02 of 29th December, 2025, which were
presented on 03.03.2026, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

G 650880 o G&.
fledTir ST(BIGHMIDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.

@6 (200¢e1) Cr®BNEST ¢8O 5 DHmo
(oreisryfl@ (sweusbBlwii) @rrobrSHesT SiddesT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBHR O

(omessTyifl@ FUTHTWST Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©CT G®BNeEY abdPsw OIFn®ied point of Order ®=
e®@mwte?

@G (000¢ex3) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 5 dHmo

(oresryfl@ (sweusbdli) @TrobrSHeT SiddesT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

oS ®Onemn®A, Standing Order No. 118.(3) 8
810880 wewsId Beadmen, Ethics and Privileges
Committee ®200 complaint &z submit meeo=y, within
two weeks, final report ©®z @90 ecsiey vy BwéEo.
O DOIBNI®™ROB, 8O afdidemd wEB ¢y S acs
&, & Bastery & ydocwr eosdEs g¢nd cancel momo.
Bw @eeds cancel mes. 30 BT @eweds cancel meo.
a0 edm Bomy, @O@d €O WO® ez OO
DEYOBees Nwmy O o HO8 e® Iinquiry Om
Bedsien’. ez one year has passed, Sir.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C OIEROB, 00 & w®ITIVewsT ewiw ACTTHS.

The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha to start the Debate. You
have 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition Sajith
Premadasa. You have 10 minutes.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.) HEMALI
WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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Qs rflev YwnHAwrerenw el mSSL Lrd Sjemwdai)
(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I always get
the opportunity to speak after the Leader of the
Opposition. And, it is quite interesting to note that the
Leader of the Opposition has, since last year, been
dreaming about a situation in which this country would
collapse. There were various issues that arose in the world
like the Trump’s tax issue and a possible war in the
Middle East last year and even Cyclone “Ditwah”, during
which there were predictions by the Opposition that the
country would collapse with so many issues taking place,
that investors would not come into the country, the
factories would close down and people would come onto
streets. I would say that that is a dream he could continue
to have.

But, what we could say today is that, last year, with all
those difficulties, Sri Lanka achieved a 5 per cent growth.
Even with Cyclone “Ditwah” that we had to face at the
end of last year, Sri Lanka has achieved a strong growth
trajectory, and now, we are moving forward to have a
better year. Unfortunately, we have a shock coming from
the global economy, even if there is no crisis as such in
the country. The crisis was what Sri Lanka had in 2022,
where we had twin deficits - a trade deficit and a fiscal
deficit. Now, we have surpassed all those and have a
positive trade balance and a fiscal balance. There is no
crisis in Sri Lanka now. There is a war happening in the
Middle East, and because of that, we have to face an
economic shock, and that, the Government is quite ready
to manage.

It is very unfortunate to see the Opposition trying to
reduce the confidence of the investors in our country and
create a fear among the entrepreneurs. But, I am pretty
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sure that the Sri Lankan entrepreneurs and exporters are
very resilient. Even within the past few weeks, they have
been talking about issues that could impact our country. I
am happy to say that even within the period of this war,
that is, during the last two weeks, we did not see any drop
in tea exports. Our exporters are resilient. They have
figured out various ways of exporting their tea and there
has been no problem at tea auctions so far, no reduction in
prices, and the exporters are doing well.

Also in remittances, there has not been a drop. But,
there is a little bit of adjustment that we have to make in
the tourism sector. What I want to emphasize is that, with
all these issues that are being discussed, the country’s
economy is moving resiliently. Even with the issues
during the past few days like fuel queues and all these
limitations, we are making all the efforts to ensure that
industries have the required fuel quotas and that their
requirements are met so that manufacturing continues.

And, in terms of the Regulations we are presenting
today under the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, we need to understand about the asset
we have. The Port City now has a great opportunity. As
there is a level of risk being applied to the Middle East,
we have a great opportunity to attract investments to the
Port City at this point. Also, I have to tell you that six
months ago, the Opposition started screaming when we
reduced or changed the tax benefits of the Port City, that
investments would not come. But, I can tell you that it
has not been the case. Out of the 245 inquiries, only 13
have declined the new tax structure and everybody else is
moving ahead. We are happy to say that, in the Port City,
the inquiries for investments have now amounted to US
Dollars 4.6 billion. Even with all these cries, there are
investors who are looking at Sri Lanka in a very positive
way. And, from primary investments, there is about US
Dollars 1.4 billion and from secondary investments, there
is about US Dollars 600 million that is being attracted to
the Port City.

With these Regulations, what we are going to do is
make five adjustments. One is the adjustment on land
allocation for common services, which is required for
power generation. Then, we are going to adjust the
allowed maximum height of the buildings. Earlier, it was
180 metres and now, it has been changed to 240 metres.
That is again to facilitate investment, and without
compromising the land or the risk of the area, we are
making that adjustment. And also, there was a minimum
retail space required for these investments and now, we
are reducing it to 5 per cent so that investors have the
opportunity to decide between retail businesses and other
uses. This is done after an analysis of Colombo, where
there are so many retail shops, to ensure that there is a
proper market in the Port City area. And also, there is a
slight adjustment to the open spaces, which needed a
correction. Then, we are also changing the matrix of the
classification of businesses with the culture and health
sector being added as a new category. Now, with all these
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changes, what we are looking for is a positive trajectory
towards the Port City and also with these changes, we
hope there would be clarity and better investment
facilitation.

At the same time, we are seeing is a strong
requirement when we go through Bol inquiries. Now,
with the new Investment Promotion Act, we are going to
make it extremely clear what kind of investments are
promoted in Sri Lanka and what kind of tax holidays each
of those categories would get. If we take the extension of
tax holidays, they could be extended up to ten years
based on the investment. Those things had not been
cleared over the past decade. That is why investments did
not come to Sri Lanka.

At the same time, over and over again, some are now
talking about a possible power crisis. But, there is no
such risk. We clearly know that mainly our power
requirement is met by coal. Yes, we see a tangible
reduction in coal-fired power generation on a daily basis,
but this is the dry season. In the dry season, power
generation is compensated by fossil fuel, that is true;
thermal power will come into play, and there is no risk as
such.

The Leader of the Opposition was there at the last
Meeting of the Committee on Public Finance on
invitation and the officials clearly explained that there is
no possible risk of a power cut. Unfortunately, now they
are making news, using the newspapers aligned to them
and fabricating the information that came through the
officials to say that a power cut was predicted. Nobody
has predicted a power cut. The Ministry of Energy has
clearly given their fuel requirement to the CPC and that
fuel requirement is not even 10 per cent of the national
requirement. So, why are you all crying about it? If there
is a shortage of coal, we will supply to the demand with
thermal power. The cost will go up, but a continuous
supply is what we are driving at. And, there is no reason
to predict a power cut. So, that is what this Opposition is
doing; they want to ensure that the investors reverse their
decisions and that the investors would have doubts about
carrying out their day-to-day activities. But, I am happy
to say that through the EDB, the Bol and the Ministry of
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development, we are
talking to each and every investor and manufacture in this
country, giving them confidence and working alongside
them to come out of this global situation. Whilst we are
doing that, what the Opposition does is, they go on TV or
use a mike and create fear among people. We clearly see
that even the general public is fully aware of this situation
and they are not buying into what these few television
channels report, clearly saying, "We understand there is a
problem and know that the Government is fighting hard
and we will work with the Government to get through
this". Last year, we had a 5 per cent GDP growth and we
are anticipating a 6 per cent plus GDP growth this year.
We are also anticipating more investments and more
production this year. So, at a time like this, that is what
the Opposition is doing.

Also, I am happy to say that this January, we have
done extremely well compared to January, last year. The
remittances have increased; our exports have increased
and that is the trajectory we are on.
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I also want to emphasize the national strategy on
conserving energy. This is not a strategy to stop anything,
but a strategy through which we are trying to preserve
energy and see how far we could move without getting
disrupted. To that strategy, every individual, every
industry has to support and that is how things would go
on.

Also, Madam, I want to clearly mention to all our
exporters that they can reach out to the Bol. All our FDIs
- Foreign Direct Investors - who are operating here can
reach out to the Bol and the EDB because the officers are
there 24/7 to ensure that they run their businesses without
disruption. Then, the CPC is supporting us and by
yesterday, the Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development received from 1,900 various industries their
fuel requirements. We have analysed those and given
recommendations to the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation so
that they would get a quota. They would be informed
from which fuel station they could get their fuel quota to
continue their operations. The SMEs could send their fuel
requirements to the Divisional Secretariat. The circulars
will be issued today to ensure that the Divisional
Secretariats, with the support of the Grama Niladharis,
would look into the fuel requirements of smaller
businesses and provide them with fuel.

At the same time, the Ministry of Trade, Commerce,
Food Security and Co-operative Development, the
Ministry of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation
and also the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism are supporting all these
industries. Those industries have a Line Ministry to reach
out to and if there are those which are not registered under
any Ministry, they can reach out to the Ministry of
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development and we are
there to support them.

Now, our entire objective is to have a continuous fuel
supply. We are very confident that with the intervention
of the Minister of Energy, the Hon. President and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and
Tourism, we could ensure a continuous supply of fuel and
electricity. So, those are the two priorities of the country
now. And, I hope the public will understand the situation
and disregard the misinformation and false predictions
that are being made by the Opposition continuously.

Thank you very much.

®0 Bewdss 02 3w eswsBnSwe

(orerflg @wssellsr Nrdd sallFreri jsuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

®01 08 WOerNwm OGS, VIR Bxnd I®
DICEBE C1Ed.

[&.20. 11.56]

®C 68 G 0BNB% DHD0

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake

©0; Bowdss mom @w ©wsdnda’), e®we, $00,
eCI®WO yEmws Bedm ¢dENdw. 88 yeodBae

2026 @& 19

2366

DRewsy Eomd 88D Bedm m» ¢n® &8 o®emsy ¢»d®
D8 o o @gnd Bem Oned 838 »OB ©© W
»OsIes’. @l 0 dewn® Bwsier’? 3O eud »mG Y
#OBOG Bned, D0 oPen® ydmws @B 0O
Beadriers’ yo® Dmdd BwEB. »HEs, ged 0O Bewe
Ceon» ¢80 78 mEwe RE e@OB ydm 80 eudy ¢
00 Bedmbdi. w8, ydmre Beadwtest & ydm emB
Pedt) COCE Byoed Bwus Om oz0edd. a8 ¢’ §
CrBDWsy Drews’ 0® 18 8 Bedm gdEied gicw®
CBW OB ¥OOsY SRwd O WO edanB. aBE
BaIm #7OBR® essID (¥, @® ZoIOe »nExT a8
Ppewldm odsimy Am; BwEr. 80 ond edyd ©d
pewldm wmcosw -Colombo Port City om- evemsim
DOgn . & Ded®, 19778 od.and. swudddm ©Bn®s
B0am @88mw nEsT Bewe edege W 0® OO VwesIH
2@, G0 nE 9 Do ewddm VEREeE @B
WO ¢ey ¢DEHede dDmO B8O Buew B oY ydm
O WO @Iy eDED EB WO O BBy BV
N8B SO0 28 Omwwd B OB V. ¢s 8O e8s JO
BEHB WO Bedny Bwr a8 ¢5innds ded® 2ewddmHOE
O30m®. & Ben »OB q¢ Duvw Doews’ WOGD BOB
28 0® »OgndEY aBewdn WIIH), eId 18 eEeom
a0®m @8 HOTH, 00 g8 WO BwsIm, strike »oxTm,
©® Ded odDE edriy O, et VDI deo OB W
BosTesy syyFens.

®0; Bewiss DONEDHOB, OO0 @ S
83vesy wOEn doew Drews’. OO WOBIBY Gd@B
eddF a8 o8 @dEdMed BlsE8md mOmIm g sE.
e®mwe, sd gdas 0O 2y B3OB. 0® O vm sevwmO
DGO 8o Bednry I 050edB8. § CooBmwesy Drewsy
28 -ute Surle vE®I®- e® O 988wl evx Wi Ynd
Bemy wowmEsse »HHd »e 9nd. § 8@dxfdewsy ®»
»0m ez00 Colombo Port City &2 @20® dicos. e®me,
Colombo Port City &z Buostes’, Seods meisex. &
DRIBB NE 8D Gorn OB gy WO GewdE OB
OHE westesy. I §E emdenns 8 offshore companies
B ®O yodsy mI® B OB WosTm ¢d@sB. & Bewn
OB O ¢ 9csT® wdsY MOBBTY LimusIHo YEv 0L
8@V ewsy BOed, & gwd o®eWo #BEE @d &3
O3B e¢sim D, ©® BHBIDO e¢Iy Vv BWEo ¢
D18 @ B 0. & hed® goryd sensy, 2028
208CE ®ws DO ¢ erdsiny Bedw) e YOrewwes
ends @gnd Bem mdme 980sxw »oxIm & @wd .
B0 Drewsy O ®OEYH ®OGE Ded® g duFeed
e a8 gpeadfndd Busiery & dDdmde Bwievnm
®OGR HOBID g0 DOG. SvssInd 1 ¢d8ec #8EEe
Beadriesy y@memO oL @¢sIm 8, 88 arnoned
20 0eE Ew BT yOOr d8ed yRedB eif ®osIs
@50008 Bum O 0® Gredid 05I5 gO@SE.

153 BrmsIHo EB @0YLE 0O & Comd B moon
wme sHEme® e 88dedcw afoided o OmEWO
20wy, 2027 @edc @wed, -¢15Y 9est H8wO® e 128-
doemEesied e uidedcod Bemdm management style
Om  @dws’ eOmd. @BsY, ©® gddedd Qun®
Peeddmern SBoId® ecsimy yoLsl, @ud Bonm
B&wO e CO0 BIB BBWO.

©® gdudedd @8 Colombo Port City dm o
DO, VIO 0® LBusId® e¢rim werless, erdE



2367

[©6; 68 mSremisnnm Owmo]

WeBID). EPmIE S Y€ EVOE VBB e¢BsIeny! @®
@® 058 Colombo Port City e nd 93 Bon
CERO SO WO, By Dwews’ oems, @® ed
Pm0® e eRH MOYH WO» el@uBen »O8 Prime
Lands. @827 etew® ¢He ocs mOgn mSmor. Home
Lands o= & gomndewsi® »0gn m»omdi. ¢y & ge
Colombo Port City & amed 88Cc 0ndE sl @5y,
$0wISs) 1N BB @85OI ?

Colombo Port City demzi Beci®oden 98wd g
viod JemFEsi0 Bedm wayy d¢ Bwwd 30 Port City
e mw. 98s, 0® D1s Im #REO WD O,
DO €O & 00310 BRog O eRDEO; Ov
emedsy SemEesO o8 o¢¥m offshore banks B
DOBID.

©® d%ede ©endln 9O WGBB BHITOGH
Bedmy om0, 00 @ 12, 138 ocuvtdn ¢slery - ®
gadmw O5I» e - @@ »®&8 low-hanging fruit 2O.
g Bostes’, o® gddd csvewdd mITm HyOOw,
g8ewdowmO B0 eIy ¥ovsl od0E »O8 eusid
Yoy, 18, & Cowr O VWD HowlBm 0005 yBeHA
ORI O, PowlBm 00085 Bwr®m O™
go0sy & offshore banks @®w0 eosnEeEr @ewdvme
oY emnBwsiesy? Insurance companies, cryptocurrency
&8 mosisy; Digitalization Bwosf®©m »SsIm.

2025 &8 @owed 23018 ¢ Ov eneds’ a8 yadn
»Eo, B @® digital currencyd o Ocoq 90w B mosiesy
B, O cBIDC iz, 2w, e0®enl Bo1mmcECwIdes
BeamDog mnde Buc a8 cslosy syw; BeEr. T &¢
808065y @9 DO Bwmd, S emmdE @@z control
O B @8 In goeon ©8Eedsinedl
OO0 0y Oy Y. 0® Bw OB O® n®
200N 0®O Buriess @ Dremd OO ¢¢ WO ¥y
B8ed wHoildmrDwm BIde @l Becs. JemEEsied
a80mw 888 mOGn WO GBuE gDy BZO v &
BT cfVOB® KW BI® o esnedd »OsIH dv)
Bem 9% 08 grn onw8sy @8 gduEthed Ons mSHID.

asd gdas Osiesy 88 0iId®. g0 gdas Osiesy
Colombo Port City o amed 30057 m»0® owddr gonn
eyen woIm. I» »08 meg @n od. The motivational
aspect of the Colombo Port City should be to develop the
service sector. Our reliance on service industries is 64 per
cent of GDP. Therefore, we must ensure that that sector is
motivated and optimized at this particular moment.

q¢ ®resdlen CODEOHE o8 o®ewinm ©WB
DO 08IsT O ©8 BuBEwx ¥3 vBn OO BwE
By B qDeddm, ComD0 O 0® gdeftd
market m65¥m g0 03¢? ¢ cod B WSBEDO gm0
DO IBE OB @we B8Enow’ cs¥oN,
28Be0Ind0. 00 Imd yleImden sler);, OmcE
@0y emgug 808 mSwm. Free landing Bweoe
®resdln 8BS O» guwd wivn WO 0@ ensids
o5, ©® y» e¢wm ne Qatar Airways e®m» @ez’
emET® gedduwd Bwiwd womD. @Bs, T

208Ee®xInd

2368

00yl cren I PO »O, owed. OxFmc land
WO oo @5® A380 aircraft om0, gevs I
services O  free e¢sisy. don® »OB & Dred @dd
Com0d0 o5I5) ¥OdsT edstes’. & gdudd osimy. @Bn’, &
20 BI3s8,  Colombo Port City demsd Becd®0dws
€W BBEE @0dE werIm YOO HO BIwe, Im amed
88 000E wesTery e®imde?

©® gmn R8s BusIs @88, the biggest problem
we have in Sri Lanka is maintaining economic sustainability.
OBE OB B @® Jed @ddSmw wéh 913 By
3DE0ed edRIEHB BH®O PE BB HBO @dSmw
WD Y, IO C@e cFHOs »O8 & wedthw®
BeFewrd WwdE O WO ICHO b Om. E»O
DO 3. YB, T oFn En EBodIwde Bwo ¢
988wd ©OBY WOV YOOBY @D BedrDo.

We have got economic stability in Sri Lanka, but the
main problem is, we have not brought about economic
transformation that is needed. The structural reforms that
are required need to be done soon. The reform of State-
owned enterprises must be done; commercialization of
State-owned enterprises must be carried out immediately.
Look at the SriLankan Airlines. They say their loss per
day is roughly about Rs. 400 million. Rs. 400 million per
day means Rs. 12 billion a month and Rs. 144 billion a
year! That is not what is expected of Sri Lanka’s national
airline. It is the national airline of the country, not of the
NPP or the JVP; it belongs to all of us. We just give
ideas. So, let us work together and ensure that we
crystallize these into positive outcomes.

Then, trade reforms are absolutely essential. We have
to have market access. Where is the proposed Sri Lanka-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement? Where is the Sri
Lanka-Thailand Free Trade Agreement? Where is the
ETCA with India? Those are what create market access.
Look at the way India is moving forward. They have a
Free Trade Agreement with Europe which offers zero tax.

Then, labour market reforms are also absolutely
essential. If we are to move into and penetrate the
digitalized world that we are talking about, we need to
make labour reforms.

®C Bends 0% 9o eSS
(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallFrari ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
OC OB, E® GDDE.

®3G 08 O eDBNGB% DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Just give me two minutes, Hon. Deputy Chairperson
of Committees.

Look at short-term priorities, the medium-term
reforms and the long-term transformation that need to be
done. So, through that process, we absolutely require a
complete change, a new approach and not blame the past.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees. Madam, |
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Indian
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for receiving us in
India and giving us the opportunity to participate in the
NXT Summit 2026 organized by the NXT team. I
especially thank the Hon. Kartikeya Sharma, Member of
the Rajya Sabha, Dr. Aishwarya Sharma, Chairperson of
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NXT, Ms. Megha Sharma, Vaibhav and the whole
organizing team for graciously and warmly receiving us
in India and giving us the opportunity, as young Sri
Lankan leaders, to interact with other leaders of the world
and to study the progression or the development that is
taking place in India at the moment with a growth rate of
over 7 per cent.

I, together with the Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala and the
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, thank the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition for giving us that opportunity.

We had a wonderful time in India. We managed to
interact with several Ministers, including the Chief
Minister of New Delhi. They gave us the opportunity to
study their economy, health system, medicine and other
areas, which would help us, as young leaders, to take Sri
Lanka forward, emulating India.

I would like to once again thank the entire NXT team
for organizing that wonderful summit and encourage
them to organize more summits in the future.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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(revrfl@ Ferrud) FL L gsrewnt epLISVT LperVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I am
thankful that I have been given this opportunity to speak
on the Regulations under the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Act.

Firstly, I would like to appeal to the Government to
please stop talking and move on. You know that in the
Middle East there is a conflict and there is great
opportunity for us with people looking at moving their
funds from the Middle East. So, you all should look at
offering similar concessions, without being dictated by
the IMF. Go there and try to entice the investors who are
trying to leave the Middle East because safety is
paramount for investment. Therefore, this is a great
opportunity and I appeal to you to go there and entice
investment. Please do that, and that should be done
immediately.

Madam, 80 per cent of global trade moves by sea.
Nearly two-thirds of global oil transportation is done
through the Indian Ocean. In the Port City, there are 269
hectares; we allow 100 per cent ownership and full
capital repatriation and 137 authorized businesses. So, we
have only 137 authorized businesses compared to DIFC -
Dubai International Financial Centre - where there are
8,800 companies, 50, 000 professionals and over US
Dollars 200 billion worth of investment made. The
fundamental issue in Sri Lanka is, when you make an
application to the Port City, there is no specific time
period for approval to be granted, whereas in the DIFC,
within two to six weeks, approval is granted. If you take
GIFT City in India, they offer a ten-year tax concession
and approval is given within two to eight weeks.
Therefore, for the Port City, there has to be a very
transparent mechanism with regard to approvals. You
lodge your application and you do not know when you
would get approval. I believe that at the COPF, questions
were raised with regard to how certain entities got
approval and certain entities did not. So, therefore, that
has to be looked into. Also, if you are going to encourage
investments to the Port City, dispute resolution has to be
expedited. There should be a separate Commercial High
Court set up there and also we have to look at how we
could expedite our arbitration process.

©C Bewdds mmOm 0w onsdndedl, a8
odBuesDwsd Yo e¢mdl. a8 c¥mdl, g¢w@ COPF
dexe Home Lands ©®»® w@w» Prime Lands @&o®
©®TVewsy wmdd ey MORDEO and yeamomiesy
emnewns edOE og 8 BRe 20. pewldmewd @® SO &
DE»EEO 88 05 G ICHwNE Beadmo.

Bedsewsi® high-rise apartment Wednes ofemsy, if
you take foreigners who have come and invested here, they
would have done a run. Therefore, I appeal to the Hon.
Members of all these Committees to look into these matters.
Com0ed B0O BOIBTVewWsY W® ¢l BedsIm yOdsT.
Bedsows’ 92R80 wWedped m»Oygmn md» Home Lands
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o EE Bedmd. 92880 FHednws oFfemsy, om0
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Bed@mBsY Comned ¢¢Bwensy B8EE adenm O widedd
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e Gnd. e¥nd, OO w&ed® e¢wm ww ICC o» Port
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Beadmds. @Bz, O w@e®DE ol BEICO w®os
©uDES vRCDEI w@Dediy, FemEEs G o
30BBOE e VIBWR B¢ DD O® Bwo JD o 8
BED DEID V5.

Bedsewrsi® Port City O #03530ewsy B0 gn eqws
»®&, there has to be an expeditious approval process and
transparency. And also, once again, I am appealing to the
Ministers in this House, please do not wait here, go to the
Middle East, go out to the conflict zone and offer investors
the same facilities that Dubai has been offering.

®6 O¥FOsews

(oreryfl@ 2 miliieri g eurr)

(An Hon. Member)

Are you trying to get them killed?

OO B50JB BB oBwd Gedmows wmo
(omevsrL L@ FerTugd) FU L Ggrent] enLIGVT LpearvGLIT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Life is a risk.

So, try to entice them because when there is conflict,
people look at other destinations. We have to take risk.
Therefore, go there and offer them concessions. You all
should not be dictated by the IMF.

®0 Bewdss 0% 3w eswrsBnSwe
(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri ojauiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
OC1 OBIB D@0, (157 WD gDewsy WOBIB.
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(orerflg FaTTdug) FL L ggrent] epLeWT LperSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

®0 B0 w8 eDEOF e¢rIm), ®o Bewdss Mdm 6w
308w,

RIDOBTE »O8 BedsowsI® Bomlved @©zIHEEIO
IMF 920 @m0 »0gn B88 o1 ecim mO BDed. & Bwo
@® 30eGed IMF dm Buws v1® e¢edl® 0® dod mosim
Boewrs, 80 yoBew Cd 0BT D1 PewdsmBBIO wwm
¢siesy oEFmH® AT OO Eowndd Osiesy By

2026 @& 19

2378
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208, A Bumd 01® e¢e’® 230 WO D" Beco.
53¢ eWEDT BReHD BWHID), "ged 0® gdEed €ww
o800 Bedz»dir. So,if we do not offer them concessions,
we cannot move forward. Therefore, we have to do so".
Please, do not always do what the IMF tells you to. This is
the time to take this golden opportunity and move forward.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

Order, please! 280y good Bedmw 65E¥ 65160 WOYD
et 00 1.00 ¢x500 af80m cred.
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1.000 2202 50502 @&
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera - Deputy Minister of

Economic Development)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

208 BSedde.
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rose.

@0 Beadts mOzNEHRO)
(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara?
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

m O ¢, ¢l swetfmo OIEn®o.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEH)

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Does the House agree to extend the
time of this Debate until its Proceedings are over?

@G ®TFOS

(rewrfl@ o miiesriger)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you may continue.

oG 9B E weTernsy Svmo
(orerll@ Felled anbasTEleTsS)
(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

B0 HOBROB, “wE@E I OBEOWO B0 ewd
DO e¢sIB.

@S Bewdus D51 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, are you allowing that intervention?

o 9B E vglemnsB Owvmo
(revrLfl@ srerflsd anbgiesTElesTdE)
(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
Yes, Sir.

@S Bewdsns G151

(oreirflg Lrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, you can have it
within 15 seconds.
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(oressryfl@ FarTSugd) FL L ggrest] spLISVT LpervSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

o0 3 ©@8n08, COPF dewf ©@0d® 3 o m»D
.

S0 7RO Y€y oo B¢ DB, Comed D1owad
®OD yBO i IVE, evd® EINE OB w@ed® o &
Committeesde G 05 oddE 1ed® demEesied
300l O Yy owen ug 00 I 8O B
DOem0 & 8100 emeds Bedm @1 Swdiwswe 0B
Dm0, & Bwn g & afed) v 03 vy, HOBR®.
RIR® ged odBuFDsd §EF M @t O OB
eddE OO V. ® 83w ® Committeesdc
03w S0 Gyey emes sg BZO Bew & ©8LIOODED
SenrFesied D110 mOens ;0@ SwnE Daewsy Y&
#B 00, JemFEsl Comed o ernedd, edm
CODEH D1090 C Beam .

®0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you shorten that, please?
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)

®0] Bowdus mDnemnOB, "wded®sind ¢’ »c

P8 gre" 8 ® ewd®mn DSHDo.

(@I  ww

G @ mom GE.
o7 STHISSNMIDLILIGN DD
Question proposed.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, your time is up.

@S §ERE 59z Dwmo

(oradTfl@ apedlyi rom=iomsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have eight
minutes to second the Adjournment Motion moved by the
Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I second the Motion moved by
the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.
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Having said that, Sir, I would like to say that this
unfortunate war imposed on Iran has created global
issues. One of the major issues is the oil shortage the
entire world is facing.

This particular so-called asymmetrical war that has
been imposed on Iran has been started along with a
country that had been called an apartheid nation - Israel -
for engaging in serious genecide against Palestinians. Has
Iran caused genocide? Has Iran - you may not like the
regime - established an apartheid State? No. But, an
apartheid and a genocide State, together with the
Americans, have bombarded Iran and killed several of its
leaders, and this Government did not have the backbone
to criticize that. So, now, what has happened? This is
certainly a war of attrition, a war which is asymmetrical
with it being fought between two disproportionate
military powers. Of course, you cannot compare
America’s military power with that of Iran. Yet, a war
which was said to be concluded within four to five days
has now extended into four weeks and beyond; it might
even go on for months because they are prepared. Now,
the question is, who is at the threshold of pain, who can
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withstand pain? “If we get pain, you also had better suffer
it” has been the attitude of the Iranians. And, the entire
Third World is applauding them. If you take a popular
vote or a public opinion in Sri Lanka today, every
community will stand with Iran, not with the Americans
or the Israelis; hardly anybody would. You can see that on
social media.

But, unfortunately, our Government has chosen not to
say anything that would hurt the Americans. This
happened even when, close to our territorial waters, an
Iranian frigate was torpedoed. In that, what happened?
We took 11 hours to take a decision; for eleven long
hours, we let them standing. There was a diplomatic note
sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism, but there had been complete
silence for more than 11 hours. It was even discussed at
the Security Council, yet no decision was taken. So, that
is how you treat a friendly country. Finally, 100 sailors
paid with their lives. They were not full-fledged sailors,
but they were cadets. Also, they were not engaged in
warfare, but they were torpedoed in the Exclusive
Economic Zone close to our territorial waters. If you had
allowed the ship to come into one of our ports, that would
not have happened. Of course, later, the President had a
special press briefing and said, “We have done our
humanitarian duty; we went and saved the sailors; we
brought them ashore and took the wounded to hospital”.
All of that is fine, but that is something you are obliged to
do under international obligations, as an obligation under
the UN Convention.

That is the Convention the Hon. Vijitha Herath,
Minister of Foreign Affairs spoke about at the famous
panel discussion with Palki Sharma as moderator. I am
not going to talk about the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs's language skills; that is not my intention. But,
when the question was asked, he was giving a "keheda
yanne, malle pol” answer. She was asking about that
incident and Sri Lanka's response, but he was talking
about the blue economy and UNCLOS all the time. What
has the blue economy got to do with the question that was
asked?

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wrewryfl@ FLSgremt wrdn ewssasr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
The Green economy.

®G BBt 39S w RO wmo

(oreryfl@ FLLSSrevntl reerl andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

He was talking about the green economy, I am told.

Anyway, whatever it is, the issue is, now, we have got
our wires crossed in this entire conflict. We may have got
some semblance of satisfaction in having rescued those
sailors, but, ultimately, the goodwill with our friendly
countries has been destroyed. That is what the Hon.
Mujibur Rahman just pointed out, that at the Iftar
ceremony yesterday, there was no one from the Muslim
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world, except for Malaysia and Indonesia. Thank you
very much for inviting us and we went there. Our
President invited us. So, we should go. That is a different
matter. But, what happened to the main countries in the
Gulf Region? None of them came.

It is very unfortunate that some of the Gulf countries
have also come under attack because the Iranians had
previously warned that whoever who hosts a military
base of the United States would become their target. Of
course, they have, perhaps, not seriously targeted civilian
areas, but various infrastructures have been targeted. To
demobilize the capacity as far as attacks on Iran are
concerned, they have had some precision strikes. It is
surprising that they had had precision targeting, though
nobody presumed they had such knowledge. But, now,
this is going to drag on for several weeks. Then, how are
we going to prepare ourselves to face that situation?

The Strait of Hormuz, as we all know, is a navigable
area which is about two kilometres wide.

Such a big military power, such a massive global
military establishment, the Americans, now have to plead
with their friendly nations to come to their aid to get the
Strait of Hormuz opened, but none of them are coming;
all are refusing. Why? Because this is such a precarious
position. The whole world is pushed into this position. It
is a pipe dream even to get onto the Kharg Island. If they
go there, they would be sitting ducks; it is so close to the
Iranian coast that none of those soldiers could ever set
foot there. That is the situation. So, if this situation goes
on, not only would 20 per cent of the global oil supply
would suffer, but if transport on Red Sea is also halted
and if the Houthis start targeting the Red Sea, another 12
to 13 per cent of the world oil supply as well would be
jeopardized.

So, that is the serious situation in which we ourselves
are placed in. These global incidents may not have been
foreseen by us, but, at least when such things happen, we
must have the courage of our convictions to stand up and
call a spade a spade. That had been the position of the
current ruling party when they were in the Opposition.
But, now, they have become great friends of the
imperialists. That is why I say that when that apartheid
State's horrible violations in the Gaza Strip happened, we
kept silent. We did say a few words, but it was not to the
satisfaction of the Palestinians then and nor is it to the
satisfaction of the Iranians now. And, we are losing
friends all around because of our lackadaisical Foreign
Policy.

Having said that, I conclude, Sir.
Thank you.

@0 Beadts mOzNEHRO)
(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Next, the Hon. Vijitha Herath. You have 15 minutes.



2409

[&.90.2.32]

®S 88 oo Lwm (Beda WOy, dedan dBws

83 30090 § a1 ®0)

(wrewryflg  aledls  Camrs - QeueflbriLspieusdser,

Qeueflpr B CeusweveumiiliLy HMILD FHMIVT SjeVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Vijitha Herath - Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have an additional five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan. You have eight
minutes.

[L0.L. 2.52]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you have 15 minutes to speak on
the Motion.

[¢.20. 3.01]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne. You have six
minutes.

[e.®0.3.17]
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©C Bewdss mODznemn®8, [rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon Chaminda Wijesiri, that particular Member had
made a request to the Assistant Secretary-General that he
needed some time.
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Member, you may continue.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Anura Karunathilaka. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, your time starts now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath. You have
eight minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda to the Chair?

®©C weddd 84 euiFcd PwSw (sImo 6w
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(wresryll@ (Hpwg)) s@rrer sraigslf CGursirrsy - waeafli

WwHDID FADieui HEICUSET HEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. CHANAKA MADUGODA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Presiding Member, since several Members of
the Opposition tried to mislead this House about our
Foreign Policy and our stance on the Middle East war, 1
would like to reiterate what the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism explained.

Sir, we are a nation which had suffered from a war for
decades. So, I think the people of this country know how
painful the wounds of war are. Therefore, we never
encourage any type of war in the world. That is our
stance, as a nation. We are a sovereign nation and we
categorically condemn any kind of attack on any nation
in the world. That is our stance. As a developing
economy which is heavily dependent on petroleum
resources from the Middle East, we also condemn any
type of attack on petroleum resources of any country. I
need to make it very clear. Some Members of the
Opposition, particularly those who support different
camps, tried to manipulate our stance on this occasion
and criticize how we had acted during some incidents.
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The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs explained them very
clearly. We follow a non-aligned Foreign Policy and do
not endorse or encourage any kind of war. That is our
stance in this case.

Having said that, I would like to suggest some
corrections to the terminology of this Adjournment
Motion that had been moved and we are debating right
now.
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, I rise with a deep
sense of responsibility to address on the grave escalation
of conflict unfolding in the Middle East.

What we are witnessing today is not just an isolated
confrontation. How did it start? On the 28" of February,
2026, a coordinated military operation was launched by
the United States and Israel against Iran. I am happy that
the Hon. Deputy Minister Arkam Ilyas is here. I have a
few things to say to him. He is one Member of Parliament
whom I really honour. I will come to your point later,
Hon. Ilyas. So, it was not targeting just a military
installation. Do you admit it? Do you agree? Was the first
attack on a military target? No. It was aimed at the duly
and constitutionally elected President of Iran and it killed
him. Just touch your conscience and ask, Hon. Members,
did any one of you had the gut or the backbone - a proper
spinal cord - to condemn that? If you say you have done
it, I will surrender, say sorry and stop it at that. But, you
all did not do it; your President did not do it; your
Minister of Foreign Affairs did not do it. Do you all not
feel ashamed about it, I am asking you. Of course, if you
do not know the language, I cannot help it.

Did you not condemn it when President Nicolas
Maduro was taken into custody by the US? Your
Secretary did; the Minister of Foreign Affairs made a
statement. They said it was "interfering with an internal
matter". Sometimes, you all love to stand like deaf
Members of Parliament, as if you have not heard what |
am saying. It suited this Government to condemn the
US's intervention in Venezuela and taking President
Nicolas Maduro into custody when, in fact, the US and
Donald Trump denied their involvement. But, on the 28"
of February, 2026, Donald Trump went on to make the
statement, "We have eliminated a threat and now, it is
time for the people of Iran to elect their own President".
That is a complete violation of the International
Humanitarian Law - ITHL. He made a fool out of himself,
violating the International Humanitarian Law. Now, what
is the problem in condemning that? Is it because Iran is a
Muslim State? If you all had the guts to stand up against
US intervention in Venezuela, you should have the guts
to do the same when it happened to Iran. So, who brought
pressure on you? That is my problem.



2459 Eilelglcloiat1o)

[061 850868 BBew, ©8. Bes® mBwdnd @wvmo)]

There is time till tomorrow. I am expecting the Hon.
President to come here and answer my question. Why did
he not condemn it? Why was not condolences expressed
by the Government? That is the reason why we felt very
bad about the attitude of this Government towards the
attack on Iran.

Maybe, you all, too, would have thought like Donald
Trump, that things would finish in two weeks. Now, what
is happening? You all would have thought that the war is
just in the Middle East. “What does it matter, Iran could
get attacked. We will get oil from Singapore and there is
no need to worry. The Strait of Hormuz is not a problem
for us”, is what you would have thought. But, that is not
so. Now, we are worried.
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Thank you very much.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.56 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 20th March, 2026.
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The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Defence, requested for time to reply to Question No.
1851/2026 raised by the Hon. Ajith P. Perera appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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