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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE
STUDY ON THE LACK OF PREPAREDNESS TO FACE
CYCLONE DITWAH AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT AND

SUBMIT ITS PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
IN THAT REGARD: NOMINATION OF MEMBERS

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural

Development,  Social  Security and  Community

Empowerment)
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(The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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MULTI-PURPOSE SERVICE CENTRES IN MULLAITIVU
DISTRICT: WATER, ELECTRICITY AND TOILET FACILITIES

1453/2025
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(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether there are any Grama Niladhari
Divisions, out of the 136 Grama Niladhari
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Divisions in the Mullaitivu District, which
do not have multi-purpose service centres
(Seva Piyasa) that can be used by the
Grama Niladharis, Development Officers
and Samurdhi Development Officers;

(i) if so, the number of offices that are
temporarily housed in alternative buildings;

(iii)) the number of offices that need to be
renovated;

(iv) the number of offices that do not have toilet,
water and electricity facilities; and

(v) the number of offices to which the
electricity supply has been disconnected?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he 1is aware that there are
difficulties in providing quality services to
the public due to such shortages; and

(if)  the plan that is in place to address the said
shortages in order to provide quality and
expeditious services to the public?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (91D08w) &.80.08.80. gDWoT® Dwmo (Soess

8B8uEm, BEas W Y B BIEH §RImBHE)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)

B0 ®OILNEHROB, & s BOdE BB® wewo -
BB 0®sTOm 50» A 80 wewo - 2das Bw®be
BB OB,

2015 &80 g3 gemrwe5) VIO FBHBBIB: Fogad®
2015 @)ef\miba Ami eyHmIST LuliTEHsT eTHmILoS):
6 (ThLOT 6uT LD
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

(il) g gsvem ewds gumwme BB BOSOS (a)  Will he inform this House the -
995@;“ B8O wep om cAv Gl (i) main minor export crops in Sri Lanka;
»Dede; ..
(i) revenue earned from the export of these
@i 9@ 6V 0D ¢ivsesie? minor export crops from 2015 to date,
(20) ool »®, S Oxve? separately for each year; and
(iii) measures taken to further promote the
export of minor export crops?
EILEIAET TN ' asrrGl.)f,T)ml—. QUETRIGET,  Gmenfl  oHmILD (b)  Ifnot, why?
Briurset gemwsFemrds Casl L aflerr:
@) () @Gesesulsr Mrsrer o opmiog Lulissr OO 0OEF WO IO Bwm (BHEL ©wv v@
WITeD6U 6TEITLIEHSULD; 0@ux Bewfys g@imun®d) - o
(oressryfl@  BTLL SHOMTIGRT - HWHESTYH HMID
(i) 20159 <yewr®) OBTLS&H0D SHEUTSIEUDT STOBDL aueThiGer LN7d) SjenLogair)
Gupuigy Ani THMILFIT QUITEHL SHewer eyHmILO) (The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
OQFIUGEITELPSILD LGl  EU(HLOTEITLD  Bp6oT(h) Agriculture and Livestock)
aurfurs QaisGanTs sTalaIaTa STETLIESILLD; OO DDONGDROB, BHE®, @ ©wO®ss, RO ©y
D808 @@ eDNEDsY @ O® YEMWO 88nJ cab
(i)  Amy OIS LulliTseflssT rHmILSleR W CLogid @ .
@wm“@%’mg’m” . Gwm@a.sr-rmmuu@w (2) () =, ©O88d, emd8, ememID), W
DL BEDBHET WTEHA! STOTLEDSU]LD, 58, @, DB, BOEGen, ©HCmo,
Lo . . O, e, 20, @B, 3183, ©edd ws ewvd®
U (R FFemiLIdh aflCiumym? [om, > s 5 s
gjauit G) & 9P acrt OB,
(=) @TCmed, sysir? (i) @Qw® 01 wv e 02 8= ¢ ap.
¢ 9ewo 01
Export Value(Rs.mn) of Export Agriculture Crops, 2015-2025
CROP 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Pepper 19,542.52 | 10,530.53 | 12,767.97 | 12,074.02 8,272.04 9,128.97 | 22,669.34 | 23,464.15| 29,329.45 51,523.95 | 31,004.66
Clove 6,239.11 1,869.52 6,761.47 2,174.69 5,059.32 2,709.19 6,521.12 5,946.54 | 13,061.90 3,618.54 8,303.99
Clove stems 152.71 90.37 400.44 404.79 300.44 107.02 367.02 617.26 1,762.79 162.70 472.57
Nutmeg 1,525.81 1,604.09 1,562.10 1,671.38 2,583.63 2,077.92 2,468.01 4,314.52 4,571.05 3,761.64 4,656.61
Mace 522.13 358.15 636.49 600.61 1,234.10 958.51 1,051.86 1,797.07 2,061.71 1,741.22 1,569.24
Coffee 24.03 20.51 29.26 46.58 63.13 58.66 62.33 172.11 145.83 176.02 221.04
Cocoa 469.11 630.04 2,340.82 1,205.46 1,473.27 1,232.19 2,273.99 4,212.43 5,649.86 7,648.71 7,993.36
Cardamom 146.64 843.27 870.52 156.33 33.80 17.56 59.03 46.04 438.99 327.83 120.36
Ginger 72.20 128.96 93.83 121.96 54.46 86.10 100.41 223.40 232.20 166.18 136.55
Turmeric 54.73 72.23 103.12 102.67 104.60 86.30 114.41 182.06 262.40 173.43 227.37
Garcinia 156.01 234.19 220.19 267.44 381.51
Arecanut 9,515.29 4,949.10 5,744.52 2,864.19 3,828.11 8,375.78 8,669.64 | 21,187.34 | 19,686.13 11,598.35 | 21,313.17
Betel 1,235.32 1,126.13 3,164.06 2,615.72 3,406.46 2,942.55 3,076.90 5,034.53 4,856.70 2,911.47 4,222.74
Vanilla 8.91 18.19 27.07 63.22 24.82 25.74 30.45 49.02 456.63 325.44 71.56
Citronella 75.86 114.29 263.16 177.33 43.27 26.16 26.44 18.14 6.49 17.38 7.45
Lemongrass 3.75 1.1 5.01 28.59 31.28 18.74 13.96 24.54 39.53 21.05 20.26
Oleoresins 2,035.87 3,257.22 2,742.72 2,064.59 2,305.56 2,042.71 3,903.02 3,930.50 2,371.56 2,522.18 3,724.53
Pepper oil 543.24 429.54 484.40 308.98 525.01 251.52 623.82 1,252.76 692.53 920.80 957.26
Clove oil 52.67 52.75 84.82 130.86 103.14 179.91 92.64 144.25 168.65 220.98 701.83
Nutmeg oil 449.99 595.39 424.43 344.53 272.91 300.18 463.26 1,102.37 1,152.85 885.51 434.44
Mace oil 0.66 0.92 0.58 0.24 0.14 0.05 10.36 2.04 2517 10.43 113.48
Cardamom o 27.16 25.96 2211 12.51 70.66 92.51 126.64 104.99 56.31 144.67 173.74
Ginger oil 28.05 47.83 100.39 87.29 121.99 141.05 165.34 104.42 109.20 70.61 48.25
Vanilla oil 0.76 0.07 0.42 18.50 0.31 1.44 0.58 0.73 1.34 0.39 7.93
Grand Total | 42,726.52 | 26,766.17 | 38,629.71 | 27,275.02 | 29,912.42 | 30,860.76 | 53,046.59 | 74,165.42 87,359.45 89,216.89 | 86,883.89
#9@® 02
Value (Rs.mn) 0f Cinnamon Export 2015-2025
Year 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
Value 17,959 | 23,177 | 30,873 | 34,853 | 31,463 | 38,219 | 45,879 | 71,716 | 70,064 | 67,982 | 79,932
(Rs.mn) ’
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there is a large
number of people engaged in animal
husbandry in the Ampara District and that
adequate grazing fields are not available for
their cattle;

(i) whether steps will be taken to provide
grazing fields for the cattle in the areas of
the Pottuvil and the other Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions in the Ampara
District;

(iii)  if not, the obstacles that hinder such action;
and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to establish a
state-of-the-art milk collection centre in the
Pottuvil Divisional Secretary's Division in
order to increase the milk production and
the income of those engaged in animal
husbandry in the said area thereby
contributing to the growth of the country's
economy?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

V)

the reasons for the delay in the payment of
Widows” and Orphans’ Pensions or
allowances that are being paid to the
widows/dependents of the members of the
three armed forces who died in the line of
duty;

the steps that will be taken to prevent such
delays;

the salaries and allowances paid to the
widows/dependents of the members of the
armed forces who married after leaving the
service due to disability, upon the death of
that member;

if allowances are not paid to them, the
reasons for that; and

the steps that will be taken to pay those
salaries or allowances?

(b) Will he also inform this House-

)

(i)
(iif)

the number of military personnel who are
not entitled to 85 per cent pension, out of
those recruited before 19.05.2009;

the reasons for not paying the said pension
entitlement;

whether he accepts that it is appropriate to
grant them the 85 per cent pension
entitlement; and

©

(iv)
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if so, the measures that will be taken to
grant the said pension entitlement to them?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that an issue has arisen
concerning the depositors of the Gampaha
Sanasa Bank;

(i) the number of depositors who suffered
injustice by depositing money at the said
bank;

(iii) the amount of money deposited by the
depositors mentioned above;

(iv) the actions that the Department of Co-
operative Development has taken on behalf
of those depositors; and

(v) the progress of the aforesaid actions?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

)

whether he is aware of the basic and
emergency health issues faced by the
people in the Deltota Divisional Secretary's
Division and in the surrounding villages in
the Kandy District;

the present grading of the Anura Daniel
District Hospital in Deltota and the Galaha
and the Pattiyagama-Pallegama Divisional
Hospitals;

the approved cadre and the present staff
strength of the said hospitals;

whether he is aware that patients die while
being transferred from the said hospitals to
the Kandy and the Peradeniya Hospitals due
to the lack of emergency treatment, surgery
facilities, intensive care and obstetrics and
gynaecology specialist services in those
hospitals; and

whether steps will be taken to upgrade the
Anura Daniel District Hospital in Deltota as
a base hospital and to develop the Galaha
and the Pattiyagama-Pallegama Divisional
Hospitals?

Will he further inform this House whether steps
will be taken to -

(M

(ii)

provide additional ambulances to the above-
mentioned  hospitals for emergency
response in the context that the roads in the
said areas are in a dilapidated condition due
to "Cyclone Ditwah"; and

appoint a special workforce to ensure the
health rights of the people in the Galaha and
Deltota areas and to provide solutions to
them?

If not, why?
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4 Nursing Officer 10 08
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8 Medical Laboratory 00 01
Technician
9 Dispenser 02 01
10 Management Service 01 01
Officer
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13 Hospital Overseer 01 01
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15 Saukya Karya Sahayaka 04 04
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(Junior)
17 Saukya Karya Sahayaka 03 00
(Junior)*
18 Watcher 02 00
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Maternal Deaths
MoH - Doluwa
1 2021 27 Y G4,C2 PHM Area - Hunugala, Place
of Death - NH Kandy, Cause - Burn
2 2023 35Y G3, C3 PHM Area - Pupurassa, Place
of Death - NH Kandy, Cause - Tumour of
Brain
3 2024 33Y G3, C2 PHM Area - Millagahamula,
Place of Death - NH Kandy, Cause - Septic
Abortion
4 2024 35Y G2, P2 PHM Area - Kahawatta, Place
of Death - BH Gampola, Cause - Placental
Abruption
Maternal Deaths
MoH - Galaha
1202134 Y G3,C1
PHM Area - Loolkan-
dura, Place of Death -
NH Kandy, Cause -
COVID
2 2024 |25Y G3, C2 PHM Area - Bopitiya,
Place of Death - TH Peradeniya,
Cause - Pulmonary Embolism
3 2025 |25Y G2, CO PHM Area - Galaha,
Place of Death - TH Peradeniya,
Cause - TB, Pneumonia
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OPD Building at
DH Deltota
2 Construction of 3,655,854.83 12023 PSSP
corridor between
ETU and OPD
building, Access
road and gate -DH
Deltota
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6,438,145.90 |2023 |[PSSP

1 Renovate/refurbish and
expansion of OPD
building at DH Pattiya

Pallegama
2 Construction of ambu- 14,135,044.9 (2024- |PSDG
lance garage, restroom |4 2025

& examination room at
DH Pattiya Pallegama
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she admit that -

(i) there is a National School known as Kili/
Mulankavil Maha Vidyalaya in the
Poonakari Divisional Secretary's Division
of the Kilinochchi District;

(i) the said school has experienced a setback in
its academic activities due to the current
shortage of teachers and other staff as well
as lack of furniture and resources; and

(iii) improving the education of the students in
this school is not feasible without
addressing those vacancies/shortages?

(b)  Will she inform this House of the -

(1) number of academic and non-academic
staff members in the said school, separately;

(i) reasons for not filling those vacancies,
though 17 vacancies for junior staff remain
at the said school;
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(iii) date on which the building requirements of
the said school will be fulfilled;

(iv) date on which the furniture shortage of the
above-mentioned school will be addressed;
and

(v) date on which the staff vacancies of the said
school will be completely filled?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)
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Sri Lanka's war and its aftermath left behind many
unresolved questions surrounding the fate of individuals
who were killed or detained. Activists, civilians and
alleged combatants alike were affected, and in many
cases, the circumstances surrounding those events remain
unclear and uninvestigated. Serious allegations of this
nature have also been documented internationally.

The "Channel 4" broadcasts between 2011 and 2019,
including the documentaries "Sri Lanka's Killing Fields"
and "No Fire Zone", presented evidence of alleged war
crimes and raised specific concerns about the conduct of
State security forces.

I believe the latest dispatched one is being
investigated under the Easter Sunday Attack in 2019, but
the other incidents, we want to know if you are
investigating.

At the same time, I would like to draw your attention
to one such incident occurred in April, 2014 in
Nedunkerni area of Vavuniya, where three individuals
named Selvanayagam Kajeeban, Gopi, Sundaralingam
Kajeeban, Thevigan, and Navaratnam Navaneethan,
Appan, were reportedly killed in a military intelligence
operation. All three were suspected to have had links with
military intelligence and investigations are reportedly
ongoing, is what the Government had said at the time.

These killings do not stand alone. They are allegedly
connected to a broader pattern involving State-linked
organizations, especially in the Eastern Province known
as the "Islamic Centre" and the "Tripoli Platoon", which
were said to have been created and armed with the
support of military intelligence between 2004 and 2014.
These incidents share a single thread, the alleged
involvement of the State security apparatus and the
persistent absence of accountability.
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1. What is the current status of the investigations into
the deaths of these three individuals? Which
authority is conducting the investigations and what
findings have been reached so far?

2. Did the Government supply arms to the "Islamic
Centre" and the "Tripoli Platoon"? Were such
weapons recovered and do official records exist? If
so, could those records be tabled in Parliament?
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PROACTIVE UTILIZATION OF OPPORTUNITIES
PROVIDED BY COLOMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE:
STATEMENT BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Defence, |
answer the Question raised by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake under Standing Order No. 27(2) on 18th
November, 2025, which contains eight parts.
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Sir, I wish to make a brief statement to this esteemed
House on the engagement of Sri Lanka with the Colombo
Security Conclave, outlining its background, evolution,
current institutional arrangements, operational
engagements and the present position of the Government
with regard to the Secretariat and future cooperation.

Sir, the Colombo Security Conclave is a regional
security cooperation framework among Indian Ocean
littoral States originated in 2011 as a trilateral maritime
security cooperation mechanism among Sri Lanka, India
and the Maldives. The primary objective of this
arrangement was to enhance maritime safety and security,
information sharing and operational coordination in
addressing common non-traditional security threats in the
region.

In recognition of the evolving security environment
and the increasing inter-linkages between maritime
security, terrorism, cyber threats, transnational organized
crime and disaster response, the mechanism was renamed
and formalized as the Colombo Security Conclave in
November, 2020. Over time, the scope of cooperation was
expanded and structured around five agreed pillars,
namely,

e  Maritime Safety and Security

e  Countering Terrorism and Radicalization

e Combating Trafficking and Transnational
Organised Crime

e Cyber Security, Protection of
Infrastructure and Technology

e  Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief

Critical

Sir, the Colombo Security Conclave currently
comprises India, Sri Lanka, the Maldives and Mauritius
as members. Bangladesh participates as a member-
designate, while the Seychelles was an observer. The 7"
National Security Advisers’ Meeting of Colombo
Security Conclave held in New Delhi on 20™ November,
2025 approved the Seychelles as a full member.

The Colombo Security Conclave is a non-military
alliance which functions on the principles of sovereign
equality, mutual respect, consensus and non-interference,
with a clear focus on addressing shared regional security
challenges.

Since its inception, the Colombo Security Conclave
has convened six National Security Adviser-level
meetings and eight Deputy National Security Adviser-
level meetings, with hosting responsibilities rotating
among member States. The decisions taken at the
National Security Adviser-level are implemented through
Joint Annual Action Plans prepared under each pillar and
coordinated through the meetings of the National Lead
Coordinators.

In institutional terms, it was decided that the Colombo
Security Conclave Secretariat will be established in
Colombo and accordingly, a Secretariat has been
temporarily established at the Sri Lanka Navy
Headquarters, and two officers of the Sri Lanka Navy are

presently functioning at this Secretariat. Sri Lanka has
also designated senior officers from relevant Ministries
and agencies as pillar coordinators, who plan and conduct
activities and awareness programmes with the
participation of other member States.

In August, 2024, Sri Lanka signed both the Colombo
Security Conclave Charter and the Memorandum of
Understanding on the Establishment of the Colombo
Security Conclave Secretariat, thereby formally endorsing
the institutional framework of the Conclave. However,
the Headquarters Agreement, which governs matters
relating to premises, privileges and administrative
arrangements, has not yet been signed. That Agreement is
currently under review, and Sri Lanka proposed minor
amendments durlng the 7™ National Security Adviser-
level meeting held in New Delhi in November, 2025.

With regard to the location of the permanent
Secretariat, while the previous Government had identified
the BMICH premises, the present Government has not
endorsed that option due to the high recurrent rental costs
involved. The current position of the Government is to
identify either a Government-owned facility that can be
provided free of charge or a more cost-effective
alternative location, ensuring fiscal responsibility and
sustainability.

In operational terms, Sri Lanka actively engages in
Colombo Security Conclave-related cooperation and
information sharing. By way of example, the Sri Lanka
Navy maintains close coordination with the Indian Navy
on issues such as narcotics trafficking, human smuggling,
illegal fishing and other forms of transnational organized
crimes. In November, 2024, information shared by Sri
Lanka regarding a suspected drug-trafficking fishing
vessel led to the interception of the vessel by the Indian
Navy and its subsequent handover to Sri Lanka for legal
action, demonstrating the practical value of such
cooperation.

Sri Lanka has also participated in and contributed to a
wide range of Colombo Security Conclave-related
exercises, workshops, and training programmes. These
activities are undertaken in accordance with the Joint
Annual Action Plans agreed under the Colombo Security
Conclave framework.

National Lead Coordinators’ Meetings are conducted
periodically by the Colombo Security Conclave
Secretariat and Sri Lanka is represented at those meetings
by the Additional Secretary, Defence of the Mmlstry of
Defence. The Sri Lankan delegation for the 7™ National
Security Adviser-level meeting hosted by India in
November, 2025 was led by the Secretary to the Ministry
of Defence. The next Deputy National Security Adviser-
level Meeting i s scheduled to be held in virtual format in
2026, and the 8" National Secur1ty Adviser-level Meeting
will be hosted by the Maldives in late 2026.

It is also pertinent to note that no separate national
strategy has been formulated exclusively for the Colombo
Security Conclave. Instead, Sri Lanka’s engagement is
guided by the jointly agreed Colombo Security Conclave
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Action Plans, which cover counter-terrorism, cyber
security, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and other
shared priorities.

With regard to governance arrangements, as agreed by
member States, the first Secretary-General of the
Colombo Security Conclave has been nominated by India.
After that, the post of the Secretary-General will be
rotated among member States in alphabetical order in
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding.
There is no provision at present for a Deputy Secretary-
General, though Sri Lanka has proposed the creation of
such a post to be permanently held by a Sri Lankan during
recent discussions in view of the Secretariat being
established in Colombo. Each member State is, however,
required to appoint a Director to assist the Secretary-
General.

On matters relating to privileges, visas and facilities
for foreign officials, no specific decisions have been taken
pending the finalization of the Headquarters Agreement.

Sir, in conclusion, the engagement of Sri Lanka with
the Colombo Security Conclave remains pragmatic,
transparent and firmly aligned with national interests. The
Government is committed to regional security
cooperation while, at the same time, ensuring fiscal
discipline, legal clarity and respect for national
sovereignty as the Colombo Security Conclave continues
to evolve.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna to second
the Motion. You have 12 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

[g.00. 11.25]

®0; @6IB & 9®I8 BeddTs DvIBa

(oresryfl@ (Hwwd)) Crranlef gurf allGmrseur)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

©0] Bewdss ®Onemnd®B, 00 0® gdddd @b 8®
©@TVewsy oD WO  EBOsTH O»  gn»d,
Geowmrw @0 BB D1 DD MEW OO R ©¢BIy B
00 RIDIe®ST 9ECECD0.



1817 208Ee®xsInd 1818

[06 @638 @18 Seddns Ovi®w]

a¢ 28800s5in O5IEOBwrTed wewcw B85 LnssInd
I e §8m woeem eom O ©wldznedl,
288e®@xTn OIf08vried wiwced 83m oEsddn®
O3B08ws »Cw0 dw €30 WOTHO IO  wndd
00 oG O umdn. & 950, ¢ 8 ©o OB
Q@8 O5IEnBw B85Y wwd BE BID gDEEd enBNY
@wIS5%0 OO 86 0.

P00 HHuBIHC I  Emed o@D Drien,
"Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls". &sg
DBImOBY @ O €857 wew aBB0:8mO, giBwe ww
Bwo@8o seestm Bum Om O8 qewed. 98w yodO®
880 @ode a8 gB80i8m»O o G WS Bedmryds; &
eOmEDsY Hw®be adevnm Beadndl; mH0 Bwi@de ©sin
Beamdr. a¢ a8 » mITesy nD Hw®bs on gn O
Bedyws ©@dsTewsy. w8, ¢ud ydmew Bednd,
@BBw 99 Penog Bwm O B8EIED.

OO ¢z, g¢ ©oas w® BJBwn Dabmn WSHD. OB B,
0® vy yodas Bwesies’ mywi. 58S, noie Sudhemed
®am ®@80w edTHE® @ @ddhmicw ned cvwmwd
@O, SO »(SwO 88 e®m ener ¢RI Avy. & Died®
& »Oogen Wy Bugesn BBs HPOO eoNEE &P
208@DesI0 @B 9 DO Bve Bwes) OB O© e®
00008 YR On ®IIy o @(B8.

gc a8 0® m» WO Simamnd ewmwc? @® Jed
@ZNEBEDD OFTE® OB OO 6® V) WEBTesT. D18 DO
DsImD BOD® @8 edewdecenw cHsiery @wE®
Hedned odde OB IO, BNHO® o dFer ¢
eBED MBID, Dend®n IBFHO RO @B IBIHD
B3B8, wNB, a8 e5¢Bm »O OID O VDB E 0®
Ged 9uimnd. & nO& BBy D1Quw CITesy »BD, B
B otest 3B, et s 2453 s 180 Do
OB e BoOw ne OB W8 edewm ©O, I8¢ ww
Codmw Bum o8 nriecsn. 0® g 8®ITVewns a8 a¢
DB 0wl MOBIB) DERIEBERHTH DD, &w HOD ®
Bod 00endd N0 ® Jded BB B8388ecwmd
AB@D®O @0 8Dy eZNHE DD Bwem O O
BED w6 1.

¢ evdeens O, B8R § »Oed e¢®dBws,
B85 e Bagecsn dmacy 0B8], e OB
Some OFBOTD »D OO G OB 0w
2BBEB. wOIC w@EwW® EBNWBIERD BED BRsIeny
B gDy eDE @1¢d BB 53O DR WO WBIND &M
e®¢o 80 @ WO WBID Bws) O OO0 6® eDEIed
Batey . OB, 000 gdiwsndmd o8 @ ow
B CEMBIeS 6NBeE e 0EdDidn »SeO8. ®o;
Bowdss »Oisnemn®B, vyBe Dud ned a8 ¢ualmo, ouw®
8857 99 me 9¥n wIWIDS, e® DORO® BuEEH wO®HS
DD 0® WMImded enIRO 130D ¢dEd. WD
80O god 0ed exdsen ¢dgcws Bedndl. BB83 e Bwwd
3008z 826 9vg wmHemd, Idnmoum 8c 8reE 60m
B0 ed dmemO, ged ¢SO Cid¢ ¢¥r eyddm
20@1Em0 ¢88 Dmew0 & edDernd ¢ vFerw e® Jed
5Im008. & Ded® g »OTed @wid edE, »OBIO
Cidws g el mBBg WO »OB & wewo s HBO

»og. OmemO dBwdd W MO IO Gy
@csImy  Dmem0, O1gu eznEd & ®OGH®  WO®
DBIND 00m ¢HOBTesY Eede Bws Om B8O
gDmW e dsTm BBy & Ded® ewmeds adycw
Om® 987 918yc® BtndD ©r Drienr’ BImD.
SordvewsI® J¥ed o0fnEOE Qo B Dm0
DO & o guwEgmdd sFOmD. syBe weed
Rod 150 &m0 Buws Byey 0 8 I @dine
eRews B Do, BDed edfBd 8Im D BBIwo,
¢O1D0 DRIOTID BIOed DixBm BRmw, J wewo on
WOY @OmC mEw ©OITVewssT a8 ™S WOBIEmD
g wed & e®enwelds 8ex e el mwL.

& 2ed® 80m Bwe® o ACTD. 88 Sod evebos
®88 BE o> O W 018 BE PVE BBHEEO BZNOD
000 ¢0 v 00D WOB® WD eBCEE®B 0.
D@0 MBI eBRNE O BOes, grved g®d
GDP 90 ames dxiesy oo m8, 0® ecdwmed 8ge
CODE dmdden b8mw, dev® mNm»® care economy
Bwusy O oG® @0ens) Bedmdl. Covdamwe NN
2BdcsIne om®, €B-yoie D198 ©onde BRews?
30wy mEr 8w 0008, ¢G5 dBIC MBO J¥ed
©® 08edol®m gored HYE DR OO ©x meo.
CO1Qed SBim dmddes vddBws - National Care System
o - weE Bedmdr. & Wi ® PO BewnO®
dmddems CPe® @ldBwe ®y dwdde wssesmIed
288w »YHS O Beadmd. 0@ 0B BHO a8 con
BBw0 0® s8dBWO aEBsy dwn WOBID AoNnw Bws) OB
®® 00 eDEIeD On S,

edasemedd a8 8rewed 25» quota O eosnEEo
BT BICH PBHDOCO WBTNO evsns Byes, &
CrBe Loymnd neg »OOE Bedm g O,
OO 001y EdRBECHB ¢ B OB WOeOD e®Ls
53 Bwm Om. OB, 0B BT DEBS ewId)
OO yBsHB 98® 08 2026 dwedids 9g o @®
8808 5Dewsy ¢8 Seciny @oy.

@O0 Bewdds m»Oiznemn®B, &8 Bosiesy D98
ENEID ¢w ORwWO 9BIes’ e®cd D@ WOB® w6 OHOR
BB, O NB, PaBnws’, »OmG; dBwr OB IBIDD5T
80 05%00d8, BBwK, DatBwi3ns, BBwK odded @Im
Dt BwBsied »OmBMS ¢85 W ¥ AEHO Dred
W »OB mOsTesy. 88 ¢B5ryDs, BB6B e¢ulnmed®sined
0 edmy BBO wenB® Dyvwes o® »HOWBBIO ByH
Beco. & Bw 00 ewdssn mOm, 0@ m»HOm BBweBsy
eOmEDY ¢ PunBDm Dyvwer wmE DO Aoy BeEo.
OB B Dywen wmed WO, BB wHD) BeOD
OB @) @ROCBBTO, Vev® BBHO DY eNEID ¢’
ey BB wwow CA e¢mImO, J gwd gdes system Om
omed DO 0¢ID) BB 0® 0DEIed 0wldmn WIBIH
25)1@(@8.

0® »nFFOs edmE WO g8 gl W WSy
DICEDRO ¢ped OO0 ewldsn BHvwn 9e8ss mdnim
OBB. I OB, 0® ervesemnm ®Ow GDP 9x0
O BOO. Imdsl HOeE B»om D@W®OYD ©wews
edege owmg D3O Be® WS Ow KB we®d
anes »e gnd. 980 e dfw 88n § gewn oc®
0D 00 BEmicmewnnm ©CH BEBROMO HOmDo.



1819 2026 @&n 05 1820

Eg®0, ©wrNd 8w end®. y¥em EB»0 D18B3wsy ewd
20038857 dm DC0BIEN WBIOBT wews Sl S8BT
wORBB D3O Co Ew Yl Bwo ©® ewltsn HOHD.

Sev Om »O8, 8ddw €@ gdm® PWsEI® Y BB
dm® ®WsEy B BBO. 9;:® dBwo B GO @ @ ®
O e DBOBO Jed yB8BWLY amd BwFOm O ¢
gdm® Osddm wun DBBS gdmn® ©vEy wmed
BDOTIHO Vonw Bwo O ewldsn WOmHD. e@wme a8
I, ©20ewd WIS RO erxnesies’ »Oed
O B Bl o B Bw, »Osed dwden
©¢®08wsT BwEr wBIy S 5B Bt B, ev® 5O,
28 53500 edas & dmddens ©Yw ©BYewedns C
@5 ®OED WO V5N

& Ded® nO8, Boa Bl ©d®sTR mdens. ¢OOs5Y
0wl D883wsY dm ©B3e® DOR® mMIHDSIO 8Oenn’
8005Tesy 5y BB88570 ¢ Boed DoBO 9 B wid
8® wewr aBDSwewrsy 8ma BE) CA ot BBed eom
oY Bocy OO oewddzn @mOmD. 0 Bowdsxs
D BNBHROSB, ISMaraRlafclo] 910 [Slellatolo
enRews) 2SSy BBO cDwm BOwS @8SH
008D edTesy Y. ged ed Bwwd 528 g9rlesy
Y0053, @@ Bwwd 52 88mwd pwm WS osies’
D0 0® @8SMmw evd) OIH HOOE BwEr ©© Bddies
DOBIesT B 8B DCW BE Hw B8 Bt aud gosy
»oDsIm N8 Peurd, gwed gENOne YoW8n OB e®
288e@InD0 ewldsn odsim ww» T wewe BB
Boos®@m »Om qud yoos Omdn. & Bew 0O o
OB w w®d WE DI ¢DEHED O EwIEEND BT
DO8sY @@ Ged MImDed BHd e®endd gnw OB 8@
SBm dm® yReFBers o® Dwed Hwid®m ®»OsImO
BOYRD WO ECHD, B Bewd § ¢Dwd 0® JO w(d; @CHO
2@ Oy @B O 8D HO W OBB.

O Bewdts »OnemnOB, 00 sgBe wed ¢®C
DBTDBNHICBO, OeH® HFHO® HBGIT D8 Bsed5IBd
Bwo. ¥mO® BDesy, Em w8 cLumnd; 8800e8; w8,
8. e@ame wB@wed DO¢O, ymed D3¢0, B-8m aEcH
@BNgsY 0D, en® BFHO B @¢sim ewerw DD
5350053 Bane B83un Em aned 8oom 00 9vImdo.
©® guenst edhewvdecsn @Tesy ot 8iWem Dlmd HO®
@y B Bew. 00N @DEDO @ & osimn 98O
DBEB® @xImDr. 8wE 5,0008 evdsim Bedztes’.
N8B, D10 0D Swsy 88sY 80ewdE amee 93
e® gwd DT WO 0@ D WS E @emo,
@@L BNEWO C e¢md. & Bw OO Bwxmdr, @@
DO wmed emedm A5y PD. @O Jw sdem Do&m0d
OO B 0D BedzsTesy BEhldsted Hwm® B O,
& wews @das e 0O WosTm Bwce @8 @®
208Ee®5InDO ewddsn Do,

@0 Bewdes »05nemne®B, 08 & muimdsy Oim
DO WE® goTm, O 8O eavewdecems 54
DosIBe WO #nEd ¢y a¢w BuE. 8O¥S @dE0 & g
& D0¢ WO B0 0B aw. O BT oy St
BOD, 8ens’ B8m aECHm 9ECED), I evngs Bewn
08 g 54 DosiBe owEs FnEd @e® BwecEr. ©®
By, 00D odDF 0® ded B8dR Bu @n By Bwe».
@® simnds? Begeirn® gEestersy giBe. 0® wuBe

RYBIO A @I WOYD WO Bwo OO 9E s 8I50.
o®me, BBm aCeeE ovngs’ Bwr O el ¢®ed,
00 0S54 DosIBw ©nEs »H® & gwd #FBED Eo
Beartes), ecduried 0@cwsl ©® g9FcE) 83m»0s, &
»Ogsn &5 988wd WOBTm B BwEs. @® gxiery @®
0ed ¢Sledmed gded®x, wmied w8 wewlclunl, den®
IO wed w8 Cedw. 9Bs IO & & BRwd
AT Bus) 9GO 00 0® eDEIed OB . 0@ime, @®
BeEeesn® e® Jded gdlmwd ¢d 8t gn aw Bwem
D0 O o8 gdEedd On WomD. ©® Jed
DsIm0s Bugecrned a880:8m0 gdewm, & @wed
@BBe g O, & Dred® aBBDBHO vy GgBe B ®m
WO SO WO @ed EEe®BTHDO v DB Bws
580500 O8I, wOTNOE @eBw OTERSw DB
98B8ur WOy 0wdwrzNd OO 53O E3SS WL, & Dredt®
90w wew B Bw® WIm, ¢wd D3O P ©¢x
B»OedwE wmed @D Bwos OB gdsn ®SHD.

$Ba.

®0 Bewrdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Prime Minister. You have 15 minutes
to speak on today's Adjournment Motion.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. K. Kader Masthan. You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Weerasekara. You have nine minutes.

(Mrs.) Hemali
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have -eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)
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Hon. Prime Minister, I would appreciate it, if you could
hear me out on this. Is it all right, if I address you in Tamil?
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Sir, I would like to bring up just one last matter. Hon.
Prime Minister, I am aware of the Hon. Foreign
Minister’s statement yesterday on the Iranian crisis. I
would like to make my submission in this House that it is
not for any particular country, especially the United
States, to decide who should be executed, imprisoned or
removed. In a situation where Sri Lanka has benefited
through Iran - again, many people may differ in their
opinion about the actions of that Government - be it
through the Uma Oya Project, be it through the barter of
tea for oil or be it through even cultural exchanges and
scholarships, silence cannot be a long-term foreign policy,
as we will lose our credibility.

Yesterday, in our waters, within our territory, an
Iranian vessel, which was returning from its naval
exercise in India, was sunk. Yes, we have gone and saved
the survivors, but that really brings up a question, Hon.
Prime Minister. Again, this is not a criticism on the
Government, but we, as the Opposition. are looking for
clarification or would like to know, was Sri Lanka aware
of these operations that were taking place within our
waters or were we also part of this?

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the
Adjournment Debate shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I am thankful that I have
been given this opportunity to speak on the Adjournment
Motion brought in to mark the International Women’s
Day. 1 wish to place on record my views, adding
something to what the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake stated.

Sir, unless we respect the women in this House, we
would not be able to get women to join politics in this
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Also, Sir, at this time when we celebrate the
International Women’s Day, I am disheartened by the
world situation today. There are women who have
become widows due to this conflict in Iran; there are
civilians killed all over. Every moment, a woman
becomes a widow. That is a great concern because a

widow is a burden to the society. Also, that grief of a
widow, one has to realize, is not due to her fault, but due
to this conflict which has created so much unrest around
the world.
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to create more créches. We also need to increase maternity
leave. Currently, we give them 12 weeks' maternity leave.
Hon. Prime Minister, the world norm is 14 weeks.
Therefore, we should increase the maternity leave granted in
this country, if we are to attract more women to join the
workforce, .

We know that during the COVID-19 pandemic, work
from home was promoted and gradually, people had been
asked to come back to work. If we could create a
situation where we could get people to work at least two
days a week from home, we can encourage more women
to join the workforce. So, we need to create a framework
that permits women to work from home, encouraging
more of them to join the workforce.
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have become widows and those 90,000 widows are living
under very difficult circumstances. So, I think this
Government should take note of that and try to give them
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a better life through an accelerated social welfare
programme. After the conflict, 90,000 have become war-
widows in this country. They are a silent lot and nobody
seems to talk about them, but there is a lot to be done with
regard to them.

& Dedd®, take sexual harassment at the workplace. It is
another grave situation, which, as a nation, we have to
address. If you take statistics, 2024 9w mxImdsI0
e BWmOEE 8y ey G8m BB8wid w@®IVewsy
5 @&E 2,785 Dabm 001 Bedmdr. & Died® mibwic
s890ce 8¢ gy Hewxy T0ms, ewvig yorwmedd 8¢ gy
Bowsy 289 Doz ©dE Beadx s, Therefore, with regard
to sexual harassment at workplace, we need to encourage
offices to have a special officer to look into that. In most
instances, when there is sexual harassment, victims are
scared to go and report. And, if you take rape, unfortunately,
the victim faces social stigma. So, if a woman had been
raped, all women should get together and give her moral
support to go to the police, make a complaint and bring the
wrongdoer to book. Unfortunately, due to social stigma,
victims are scared to go to the police and make a complaint.
Also, rape cases, sometimes, take about 10 to 15 years to be
over. As a result, by the time the case is taken up, there
would be various other issues. But, in other countries, in
western countries, the society give strength to the victim
saying, “Go and make a complaint. We will stand by you and
bring the person who is culpable to book”

Sir, I would like to say that when it comes to a
woman, she is the most important fabric in the family.
The contribution of a woman to the society and to her
family cannot be compared with what a man does. A man
only earns. But, today, in most instances, in a family, both
the husband and wife earn.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.47 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 06th March, 2026.
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The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Defence, has requested for two weeks’ time to reply to
Question No. 1851/2026 raised by the Hon. Ajith P.
Perera, appearing in today's Order Paper.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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