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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report on the submission
of observations and steps taken in terms of Standing
Order No. 119(4) of Parliament with regard to the matters
mentioned on the Department of Meteorology in the
Report of the Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Accounts.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Petitions.
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(=) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

Will she inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

whether she is aware that there are
buildings in government schools which had
been partially constructed and subsequently
abandoned;

the number of such buildings existing in
each province, separately;

the main reasons that had contributed to the
delay in the construction work of the
aforesaid buildings;

out of the aforesaid buildings, the number
of buildings in each province for which
budgetary allocations had been made in the
Budget for the year 2025 for the purpose of
completing the construction  work,
separately;

the time frame within which the
construction work of the aforesaid
buildings will be completed;

the precautionary measures taken to prevent
any accidents that may occur due to the
partially constructed buildings, affecting
students and school staff; and

(vii) the methodology followed to complete the
construction work of the aforesaid
buildings expeditiously and safely?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, as was mentioned, this is a very old
project started in 2016 and came to a halt in 2020. As a
result, there are several problems arisen with the
contractors. The contracts they entered into are
problematic and do not reflect current prices. So, there is
a lot of negotiations to be done in order to restart the
project. In 2025 and 2026, actually what our Government
did was to review all of these projects, look at the
contracts and wherever possible, negotiate with the
existing contractors to come to some kind of agreement to
complete these projects. So, both in 2025 and 2026, the
Budget allocation was for their completion. The main
portion for education infrastructure from the Budget was
allocated to actually complete these incomplete projects.
When we were doing that, we had to make a decision
about some of the buildings which are now unusable and
have to be abandoned. For those that could be continued
with, we have allocated money, but the process is not as
fast as we would like it to be simply because of the
contractual problems. These are really old projects which
had been abandoned and we have to renegotiate and
restart them. Wherever possible, we have asked the
principals not to use the buildings, if those are unsafe, till
some decision could be made. But, if the Hon. Member
has information about a specific school building which is
incomplete and is unsafe, please let me know, and we will
look into it.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, one of the goals or targets of the proposed
reforms is, indeed, to address this resource gap that exists
between schools and the problems that were highlighted
by the Hon. Member are very correct and need to be
addressed. That is part of the current education reforms,
which is why we have a separate pillar on infrastructure
development and that is looking at bridging this gap.

Specifically, with regard to labs, IT connectivity,
equipment and devices, we have allocated money for
2026. We have already assessed the number of
secondary schools which do not have these facilities, and
gradually, their needs are being addressed. At the
moment, all secondary schools are to be given, at least,
one smart classroom and by the end of the year, we hope
to guarantee that all of these schools would have
adequate IT connectivity. We are negotiating with the
Internet providers to make sure that these schools have
connectivity.

In addition, lab facilities and all other facilities, as
was mentioned, are provided in a phased manner; we
cannot do everything this year. But, the matter is being
addressed. We are identifying the schools that need
special support and have allocated money. Also, money
has been allocated to the province to directly address
these issues, in addition to the money that will go from
the Line Ministry.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@)

‘Will he inform this House -

(M

(if)

(iif)

(iv)

whether the stores owned by the Paddy
Marketing Board are in a condition to store
paddy;

if so, the quantity of paddy in metric tons
that can be stored in each of those stores,
separately;

the expected paddy harvest in the “Yala”
season of the year 2025;

the quantity of paddy in metric tons that the
Paddy Marketing Board expects to purchase
from the said harvest;

(b)

\))

(vi)

1612

the quantity of paddy as a percentage of the
expected paddy harvest in  the
aforementioned “ Yala” season; and

the plans that have been prepared to
increase the paddy harvest in ‘“Maha”
season of 2025/2026?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he state the -

(i) number of irrigation tanks registered in the
Vavuniya District;
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(b)

©

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)

™)
(vi)

total extent of paddy lands under the said
tanks;

number of irrigation tanks currently
supplying water for crop cultivation, out of
the tanks;

extent of paddy lands irrigated by the said
tanks;

number of tanks that
abandoned ; and

extent of paddy lands under those tanks?

are currently

Will he also inform this House -

)
(ii)

(iif)

whether there is any plan to renovate the
abandoned irrigation tanks in the future;

if so, whether steps will be taken to
distribute the paddy lands coming under the
said irrigation tanks that are to be renovated,
among landless persons for cultivation; and

if so, the date?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) reasons for not selecting the Southern
Province for the Project for the
Development of Special Sports Schools
under the Budget for the year 2025;

(i) amount that was allocated for the said
project under the Budget for the year 2025;

(i) amount that has been spent, out of the said
amount as of August, 2025; and

(iv) basis on which only five provinces were
selected for the said Project for the
Development of Special Sports Schools?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Member, would you ask your Supplementary
Question?

®C D2 BagE®od) OWmn

(orevwrLfl@ Fresra rgESHTL)

(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)

O® ¢ODr ne Beadm sl8widm 00O On “mPe
B O ares Se® vBwWDE O¢ By en. Pod sgdn
and ydme 0®wd. @¢ ©® BLNOWO WBmd Bedm
COEOmO gnd®R@ eod&mded €85 ames BSed®
DOeDCs HOW BHEW HBEHO FREY OO B8 9t
. & Bewo @ uE Binedsy 9negd @ B ¢end
By S ¢8s wE0E 83m ¢SO0 -»eFosd®
@001, oWOE DD Bh nEs 988w0 @0 ImPw
BBEHO FRES Sod® 9b) L yB3 Beadmdr. ©d Bewdss
HOBROB, & ©wOITTVO VIO ¢dmIe 0w ®»J
Bodmryde, ©0n® sy m® & wew O In&ed B8EnJ
RO Bws) y@dmrw O® gwmdo.

©6 (e0Dexs) ®Y6 ewemBITD DHmo

(oressryifl@ (sweusBlwi) war QFGsarallyger)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)

B0 DONIWROB, On® yd» BHseF® gDl ©d
OSTEROB, & y@» #1800 VIO eRhe® FHBB. g
BE B 8O®ITVews’ gDOMB ©wWE WO 0oy
DCHS OmD. ©d; OEROB, & w®axTDews’ OB
RIn®ed AiFvem BBsws ¢d wcwsl med. T
BO1de8. Bedsewsy Bth weud ofom, ©© wwE Bed
©0BIVewsY O HwdBEWO ©mDDC 00 wm DB
Bem 0100 quds Bedmd. & Hw »O8 ¢8 dodvewsi®
Ben a@ivsrerwes OFm Omn 0D 0® Bwe B s
O BBFvemrw O WOGYH WOsTes’. ©ONS £t
E DO BDFD 0B W, BeY® BHFHO GOWBHO
68D Bt BBEO OO DB 0O W GnE BB WS Twd
©8®FVO owiws NEe® OO Bedmdl. &
Bodsensi® O8 (GO0 eudveams D v W eO»;
BN @WSOT D@ eOMD Dred® M OV edmE BE
@ 0. & Bwr O® mden BBsw emedBs ¢ddmrad
@l HOB=T HOB g0 e® WO WO BLW eDsTe5T.

Beodvewrsi® 48 e® Dudd gpg g¢w Diews’ edsy ™S
o Yo y&rmue Om »OB BEnedd wecwsy we
&remw Boomw 0D Beasiery. mHY 928edd vgimmO
O Drews’ Sedversi® B8RO :nd IS wewsy
e Bog® o wdn -eBoe® Bih ¢ wdn- swcH
BE&ms 0 pum B0 »O8 gu cfww s
O QB0 Bedsy BeE® 8 ¢St ¢8wes¥0 & ¢dedd
858 00&.



(7th Start)

1627

[0c (20Des) BQC 0emBIB B ®vm]

gomyd 0end e®mB. wwE yRw-wdmien BwdBw
FRE® BONS BENORO @ced uE RET® @d@BmOD
a0 B RO C E00 ©wy oveBm wdsn
om0 BIOO 48 DEeeciEr eDH. & Dred® HORB
5B ©00e® Bth cenn Bedsy B ¢or ¢8wesio yddsy,
3m0918 egd wew ¢GOS grres BBed® dDnecEawe gnd
wOBB e emes 880, & wewr Bl gDedd
Bedmroo.

®O Dz DagE®ad) Oz

(omevsrLyLll@ Frevras TEICHTL )

(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)

OO DOIBNIDROB, Oed @B and y@mw e®wrd.

©0 Bewlss HOBROA, dIn® BHOD Behd wcwo
¢emn Bedm, ulwdm ©000 cud® drews’ Beadm
¢01eDMO @mo®€ edmdEO anes d80 pOwWE Bedmds
BB,

o8 & OmecEdie neg 00 e ¥, OO
e Beds ¢SORO wwEd anes dod® pdun. & Bewo
GO0 ®ed eciB and; YE®HWO gEenEEr GBOBID
D OBB, BendO cFemd Bedm, cud® »8wdm @200
Bedm GOm0 HBEO #BRED OTm Beadm BnHOG
@it BweE.

00T Bowdss @@BnOB, IO »HO gidsess
gBewedmoen oo B wud smEse @88wd
eoBemDg, end® oBwesies’ BFHO VIROTE
e PHOWE VEENEOD BeIHDIE BwWs) WCwE OO
2usIn) D OB8.

@G (e00¢3) BYC ewemITD Dvm

(omevsr i@ (sweugglwii) wgir CFClesrallydessr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)

O DOILNGWROB, oD wwE OpeCEdw ©®
eDmem0 By 0085 OB SmmE qud yOOw,
Beds ¢Wemn Bedm vwmed @ (O ¢Beted yedn
Bwos@m BELO.

OO OBIEnOB, RIn®ed ydmwed 8Eno, D Bwxm
OWE .

Bt e a8 928wt sOFDensy Wwms. Béh eE™
BEDD Sy DOBO wH Hwg®ws oemis, ©© §BxY HODs
Ded 28 amusm glseme DO ged g®immoenns 88w
0w Bt ¢@isenn 88O & o AESsY »O8 & FHwdBw
8BID wosTery. 0®ime, O B»osTH Bedmy Béh sEOE
eudeen D@BOVD FNO TYHWGOS BwEgeern 8Iw
@n8. a8 Bddnd ondthentm muE ©-d8dme BSe®
HB0W BIe 8. & Bw & el SensOmd endd
OB »O8 988w HwHO® mosTesy. & wew BB
BwdBux @8 sdFDrens wmd.

208Ee®xsInd

1628

DO e WOGD 5% B ¢®ams000ws:
P e®Rw g med Hweisl®m ®o» ¢
O35
@) ememEh i afleudsTyBIS6T WHMILD
alleeriT_(HsgImm jewoda: B hHEHTenToenev
wreul L &6 S pOUBSSLILIBLD &HSSIL L HiG6T
MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS: PROJECTS
IMPLEMENTED IN TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT

1476/2025

5. ©61 @6’ BB Owmo

(omessrLyifl@ Qrragresr &L evr)

(The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana)

Do WO ©Y B ¢ RSeOsT &y YE»SG -
(1):

(@) (i) 2025 888w ape qv D yhses wdes
Do WOGR 0 Bt eOisenw O8nsY
Pen®ce ST med  ® Omdo
BordOm BBz 0B Owvwsad e
Bt Om BBOO Bwdnm Dxosed 005y 0y

drews’ mbede;

(i) ©® O O OwosaBw wewo ©@DsY WO E¢
§eR 0057 00T Drewsy e end;

(ili) Ae®cw® OFendend Beoeomdd
(McHeyzer Stadium) 08z B8O esewo
e S @ CH® moedc;

(iv) 2026 gw D yBsaes WO BT HOWD
w B @Omsens OB Hmen®ce
e med BHodem RBBOO ewddn
D10l wOeE;

@I O @O w®dD (DT esie?
(a0) ozvdee5®, S &xie?

@)emerepi  afleusrrmisst wHMID  aflwerwirl (HbEHIeND
IwIFemrd CH L aflerr:

(o) (1) 202590 <yeTHEHTET uTey GFveySSI L
gpur@sefleidly  @)emerehi
wpmid  eflewerum_(HgmD D LFFeTTeV
SHCarewrvemey  wreul L gl  FHCLUTH
SPOUBSSLILL (B UBHHSTD  B(HSBIL_L_BIS6T
LHMID HIPOLIBGSSLILIL Q6T &b L Hids6iT
QeusuGsumra wreme;

alleusTrmiseT

(i) Gupuig iGleuTh HHSHI L S5IdbEH0 PHIbHLI
Ul L Qg rens GleusuGaummss sTeusuaTey;

(i) HpCasremwensy wHQamiiewi (Mc. Heyzer)

ilailBss]

Qaiiwiiul_(Herer

allewemur_ (B EDLOG TEFTHEN D

QFlIUG DB THS STt
S L_BIS6T WTen6;

(iv) 2026 eurey OFweydgl L epHUTHS6TleTS LD
@) emenehi aileusmTrmiger wHmib aflsmerwr’ (Hd
SIeHM BHCB% TewTLEM SV
Wreul L gglev

SjemLoFFlesT e
ApOLOSS

UL (D6ITOr &(HdSIL_L_BISET WTene;

2 58aA%a11

STETLIENS Sjeui B)FaFemLid@ plalliumyr?
(=) @)eTCmev, 676817



1629 2026 @& 04

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the projects currently being implemented
and the projects proposed to be
implemented by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports in the Trincomalee
District under Budgetary allocations for the
year 2025, separately;

(i) the amount of money allocated for each of
those projects, separately;

(iii) the plans prepared for the development of
the McHeyzer Stadium in Trincomalee; and

(iv)  the projects proposed to be implemented by
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in
the Trincomalee District under Budgetary
allocations for the year 2026?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please go ahead with your Question.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, please proceed with the Question.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(orenryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha,
Reading of the Bill.

please move the Second
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(oreryflg (seTBld) Sjeafley Luhs - QST HjewLo&FF(HLD
B3], S L1860 LNrd) ojewiodawib)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you may move the Second
Reading of the Bill, please. - [Interruption.] Hon. Leader
of the Opposition, there is no debate on this. -
[Interruption.] Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha . - [Interruption]
We are already late. Let him move the Second Reading of
the Bill before lunch.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wrerflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, there is no debate on
it. We are already late.- [Interruption.]

@G (80008 w) eBF Swsdm Swmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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@6 8885 0@ Owm

(wrewr @ Fedld LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.- [Interruption.]

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, you can take it up later. -
[Interruption.] The Hon. Minister had explained himself.
- [Interruption.] He had already explained himself.

OO BB BB GotsyTFBCBY Gres@nH® Owmo

(orewrLLfl@ FTERToHSIWET TTRLEST6sT @) TEFLTessildheLD)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, when the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition wants to speak, you must respect that.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, if you want to speak, you can go to
your seat, please. [Interruption.]

@6 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(wressryfl @ Fedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am the Leader of the
Opposition. Please give me that courtesy.

O 238 wBO Dwmo
(oreryflg &7 anafid)
(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
It is a point of Order.
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(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you a minute. Hon. Leader of the
Opposition, you may raise it.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you have made your
point.

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, I am sorry. You may move
the Second Reading of the Bill, please.
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MICROFINANCE AND CREDIT REGULATORY
AUTHORITY BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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@0 885 eg®cies Owmo
(wressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

0 Bewd®s DB ROAB, -

@0 Bewdss »OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition, what is it?

©0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(wressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0] Bewdss DOsnemn®B, g D1¢os @imamo dess
BENCD womddy Yey B, & 88 Hey @DE® lunch break
deomsl Eevz lunch break oz ney oo =28
OIEROT @0 wy OTFRBBEID WG WO DGO
G @eBID BwEo ©° 0wddnmn 0.

@0 Bewrds mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you may continue.

@G (80028w) aBE SwsIm Swvmo

(oresrfl@ (STHH) Hjeflsd gwbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

©@eI® EHABEB, ©o Bewi®ls DDBNBEHHOA.
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@G 885 0@ Owm

(wressryfl g Fedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

20 Bedmewst @000 Bdicw BDFDIeOD 1.

6 Beradss mO1zEHDO)

(orewryLllg Lrdld FuTBTsT Syauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I would like to get the
approval of the Government side also to your proposal.

oG BB w8ven 5350BWHNC O (gBHCen w5
LB S Dm0 @ ®0)

(orewor Ll  FLLGaremll amiagesr mrevrmwusEsTr - B
wHmid CsAw @EmemLLILTL () HEDLOEFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

23 8Sedcs.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

6 Beardss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, I see you are on your
feet.

@G BB w8sen 55068 Svmo

(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi QDT Qs BHTessTTILdSSTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I do not see any reason to
change the schedule.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you may continue.
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(wrabrflg (seorBlel) ojeflsd mwibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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®S Bewdsns OD59emR )

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you have two more minutes.

©0 885 e®cies Dwmo

(wrevsryflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. Are we not going
beyond the lunch break?

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We are suspending in two minutes, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

& Ded® 0® wmw CA o®sy @B c0DD ulwd,
y@dm B, eavewd ge 88 B »oos gdEb ¢ Bedmrd.
OB BT 0® Beo BEreww 0D BedmHDo. [&aids
B8@=f]

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, the Debate will go on
only for two extra minutes. - [Interruption.] It has
precedent; even before, when even speakers from the
Opposition were speaking, I had allowed them to speak
for two minutes beyond the time to suspend just to permit
them to complete their speeches. - [Interruption.] 1 have
given the chance to you all also; I have given it equally to
both sides of the House. So, there is a precedent for this.

@G (§0D28w) ¢BF SwsIm Swmo

(wrabrflg (seorBlel) ojeflsd wwibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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BEedg nwmundn acBsy ewldsn mC Bedm. & wewo
2026 900 G8BeE 3Bw> 95.68 005 edE) Bedmdl. &
20 yBYEs ww CH 2o® owldrzn HO BoE YDremwn
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9B ©DEXD, WS POWBEn ©H Y WOIICHBIOO
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ACHEY, PHEPeD OB BEeder 9m wSOMD ©wit
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©Ne® &SRB, ©o| Bewdts DOINEHROA.

G wend@d mom GE.
IsoTIT ST(BIGSNMILDLILIGILIDD /.
Question proposed.

®6; Beardss mSOznEDRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

defB® 30 emmEd 20mEmO ¢HHO» &Y, @.ewo.
1.000 30» 50502 G&.

GseTLIg.  Ywiey Bl Blyssrii B, L.
BT B)YS GBI BISDMY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

1.00  wewflse

@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kabir Hashim. You have nine
minutes.

[e.%0. 1.00]

®5 238 HBO Dwmo

(woressryfl@ &7 apafid)

(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, @8 a¢ gmo O1cos, mecidn
a5 oYL O B O »HYS, Jw BB e®
s5 emYOBHO @dE ©-erlds 9edun mOHmDiw BODIO
D0® @8 00y O® ®eeridm &8 B O o ©O
D30098. 9O Bewo & weenddm 08 ¢8 0® o »D
Yoo fora 8

BEYEL 00 we Bwd®m gldm8ws sm emyd®un
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Bodny 90 @ wewsd »osim m®B8. 1900 owsoe
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weo. 1977 D8rvewsy syd Ows SHfm se d¥e o®
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200o0m Jenldew og®cn OBnE 8853 1980 0axOE "dm
08" wemFBw @00y mer. I» vem® meg Wys e
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BB sfe 06 len ENFR Sw D8N OwoaBa
O WEr, @® SO nEg 0® Wye v O@WOVD WSWH
Bedversi® 88 @1B®CIBEIO, ©HeddB wWBWMOEO
QBB o @¢sID.

@0 Bewdss »OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Urdld surprusi Hjeuraser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kabir Hashim, I think that Amendment is on
your table in all three languages.

O 238 »BO Dwmo

(oressryfl@ &P apafid)

(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

But, I do not see it on my table, Sir. I had to fish for it.
It should have been made prominent. The Government
should have said it clearly, that these are the
Amendments. Sir, since I have very little time, I am not
going to get caught in that.

®0; Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)
(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

®G 238 08O dwmo

(woressryfl@ &P apafib)

(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)
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®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd suThrwsi Sjeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi. You
have 10 minutes.

[e.20. 1.10]
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(The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition.
You have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage.
You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are you willing to take that question, Hon. Minister?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage)

Yes, Sir, I am willing to answer.
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Hon. Rasamanickam, your time is up.
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I am winding up.
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ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, we are discussing the
Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority Bill. This
Bill has been under discussion for quite some time, for
more than two years, perhaps. This is replacing the
former legislation, which was brought in in 2016 when
we were in Government and that was done for a good

purpose.
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But, yet, there have been requests from a variety of
different quarters, particularly from community savings
and credit service providers' organizations led by women
all over the country. Also, several women’s organizations
have made representations to the oversight committee
which went into the provisions of this Act and brought to
their attention some of the glaring shortcomings. They
also sought full exemption for their community savings
and for credit service providers, particularly because their
organizations are based on membership savings. They
lend only to members and are non-profit entities, they do
not require collateral and also, they have a cap on interest.
So, therefore, they are not like the credit agencies which
are charging very exorbitant rates of interest. Therefore,
these organizations should be categorized separately and
that was their request. But, that request has not been
accommodated. That is their principle concern and it has
been brought to the notice of the Government by a variety
of parties. Even Members of the Government spoke about
it, but the Government say that they will bring in some
regulations later after the Bill has been enacted. But, that
is inadequate.

Since there are other matters to be spoken about, now,
I would like to digress to talk about another serious issue
that is now engulfing our economy as well as the entire
world's economy. That is, the current war in the Middle
East. Sir, It was very unfortunate what happened in the
morning. From the Hon. Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath,
I asked a very simple question: "Totally violating all
norms of international law, the Supreme Leader of Iran
had been assassinated and what is the position of the
Government, are you all prepared to openly condemn that
action as well as to condole with the people of Iran?"
What he said was, he was going to sign the condolence
book at the Iranian Embassy in the afternoon. What a
damn joke! To what levels have our Government gone
down? Iran is a country which has helped Sri Lanka at
every turn, at every international fora. Whenever it came
to supporting Sri Lanka, they were in the forefront. But,
now, the Government has forgotten all about it because
they are afraid of the US. In the past, they used to call the
US "The Great Satan", decrying all the actions of the
Americans. Now, they have completely forgotten about it.
Also, see what is happening in India. Prime Minister
Modhi has also gone into total silence. He also has not
condemned the US, nor has he even condoled the death
of the Supreme Leader of Iran. They have said that they
are taking a neutral position. Former Leader of the
Opposition of India Sonia Gandhi has said, "This is not
neutrality. This is abdication". This is total slavery, a
slavish attitude towards the Americans! So, this is what is
happening. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has
condemned it; several other Chief Ministers in India have
condemned it. But, our Government is still not prepared
to do that. I asked about it in this House openly.
Yesterday, the President came to the House and spoke
about the petrol shortage, the gas shortage and the actions
that the Government is taking, that they will see to it that
extra storage facilities are developed and all that, but he
did not wutter a word about the death of a friendly
country’s leader. They are not even prepared to condole
openly or to condemn the violation of international law.
Such is the terrible level to which we have come. We

should have compassion and courage to stand up against
injustice. One fine day when these things happen to us,
we would be in a terrible position.

This is not the first time it happened. When
Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro was openly
abducted after attacking the Capital of Venezuela, this
Government said nothing about it. For all this, Venezuela
is a country which follows Che Guevara and his
principles and you all also started your organization on
Che Guevara’s principles. But, now, Sir, they have
forgotten about Che Guevara, they have forgotten about
Maduro and have totally ignored them. They have
become so pally with the capitalist nations.

Then, what happened? There was an attack by Israel
on Qatar while they were facilitators in the talks between
the Hamas and Israel. While the talks were on, Israel
went and attacked Qatar. There also, the Government
issued a statement, but did not name the perpetrator or
say anything. They simply said, “We want countries to
maintain peace.” They did not have courage, even when
Qatar was attacked by Israel, to name Israel and then
condemn it. When the Supreme Leader of Iran is
martyred by the atrocities or targeted attack by a US-
Israeli bombardment, Sir, they have descended to such
despicable levels that they do not have the decency to
name the perpetrators or condemn that gross violation of
international law.

It is also regrettable, Sir, that many Gulf countries,
including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, have come under
Iranian missile and drone attacks. It is regrettable. I have
issued a statement to the press yesterday, where I have
referred to that act, at least, in a summary way. I have
said this, I quote:

"We also wish to express solidarity with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait
and Jordon, their peoples, and the broader region, as fear of wider
regional conflict and global instability grows. We urge all parties
to engage in constructive diplomacy.

Our hope and prayer is for enduring peace and stability in the
region, with meaningful de-escalation including nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation by Israel, while preserving the
right of states to peaceful nuclear exploration and use. This should
underpin a Greater Middle East built on mutual respect,
cooperative security, and shared prosperity."

Sir, I must also say this. The Ambassadors of Gulf
States based in Colombo, especially the Embassy of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, issued a statement, sharing
their outrage upon Iran’s actions. We understand that.
Unfortunately, Iran has consistently been warning that
US bases in host countries will be legitimate targets.
However, they have gone beyond US bases and have
targeted gas and petroleum terminals as well as some
hotels and airports. Iran maintains that retaliatory attacks
maybe launched against countries hosting enemy
airbases. Despite Iran’s justification, Gulf States
including Saudi Arabia have shown outrage at the
violation of their sovereign territory. There is a statement
that I want to refer to here. Despite these happenings, the
mature pragmatic leaderships in those countries, amidst
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the onslaught, have shown immense restraint during this
holy month of Ramadan. Their maturity and pragmatic
approach not to be drawn into the US-Israeli trap must be
applauded. I must remind here what Henry Kissinger once
said, I quote:

"To be an enemy of the U.S. is dangerous, but to be a friend is
fatal."

That is what Kissinger said. I am sure these Middle
East nations, though they are coming under attack by Iran,
though it may be seen as provocative, are maintaining
some resistance and are even willing to bear it for the
sake of peace and refusing to join the US and Israel in this
holy month of Ramadan. I must congratulate them for
what they are doing.

I must also quote here John F. Kennedy.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over now.

@G BBeg 695 v RO wmo

(omevsr i@ FL L sGrewdl roeris ameib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Presiding Member, I will finish with what John
F. Kennedy said, I quote:

"Those who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the
tiger ended up inside."

That is what may happen, if this type of action is
tolerated by anyone anywhere in this world.

@G @FOSews
(omevsryLil@ 2 mitiflesi spheu)
(An Hon. Member)

Including our Government.

@G BBeg SHS vRO Swmo

(oreryll@ FLLSsrent] rea andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Yes, including our Government, and that will certainly
be the price we may have to pay, if we go on keeping
mum in the name of the neutrality. It is not neutrality, but
abdication of our sovereignty and slavery to the imperial
Americans and the Zionist Israel. Thank you.
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Sir, the Bill destroys grassroots and community credit
mechanisms by subsuming them under moneylending.
The grassroots = community  organizations founded
on the principles of solidarity, mutual aid,
participatory governance and economic justice

are not moneylenders operating for profit. §)s
Sjsuiast @evru CBradled BLggiHlsiTn allwib 9jssv.

The Bill imposes a microfinance identity on
community credit practitioners. Women’s groups created
in line with the IRDP and also by UN organizations,
working for over three decades to build community assets
and ensure the education and well-being of women are
forcibly incorporated as microfinance institutions,
destroying their identity and autonomy. Despite consumer
protection being the core objective, the Bill fails to
introduce legal enforcement mechanisms to ensure it. Nor
does the Bill establish regulations to curb profit-driven
lending.

The Bill also proposes to expand the outreach of the
Credit Information Bureau, CRIB - this is very important,
Sir - to the grassroots. Predatory microfinance lending by
big finance companies has harmed the credit profiles of
low-income borrowers and have got them enrolled in the
CRIB as bad debtors. More than 85 per cent of the rural
people are in the CRIB as bad debtors and are unable to
access cheap and safe credit. Expanding the CRIB
without addressing the financial disenfranchisement of
the low-income people will aggravate the problems by
pushing them permanently into the hands of
moneylenders, Sir.

The right of communities to collectively organize credit
is not a novel concept, but a fundamental tradition and a right
now enshrined in the international law. The UN Declaration
on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural
Areas -UNDROP- adopted on 17th of December, 2018
upholds these collective community rights while recognizing
how such collective rights as well as community property or
the commons, in everyday parlance, have been expropriated
and are under threat, as a result of neoliberal reforms.

Therefore, Sir, these community-based credit
providers must be made exempt from this Bill. You can
bring in some other law to try and regularize their
provisions. But, certainly, their coming under this
particular Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Bill is
going to disenfranchise them; it is going to seriously
affect the women and the extremely vulnerable people
with a low-income, particularly in the war-affected North
and the East.

Sir, finally, I wish to raise just one other matter.
Assume that we are willing to accept this Bill related to
microfinance. Any case filed against defaulters is done by
the organizations via their registered offices. So, if the
registered office is in Colombo and the loan had been
given to somebody in Jaffna, then that person has to
come to Colombo. That is completely ridiculous!
Microfinance primarily targets the most vulnerable
sections of the society. Expecting defaulters from one end
of the country to come all the way to Colombo simply
because their financial institutions are registered in
Colombo and not filing those recovery processes in their
respective areas or where the defaulters are, you are
effectively making it impossible for them to come and
defend themselves. Therefore, 1 plead that the Civil
Procedure Code be amended so that when it comes
particularly to filing cases, those could be filed in the
areas where the defaulters are, which would help those
people to defend themselves and they would not be
disenfranchised in the way they are currently being
disenfranchised.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 44 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 45.- (Formulation of guidelines in customer protection)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 45, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 46.- (Obligations of a licencee)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 46, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 49, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.04 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 05th March, 2026.
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