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Report

The Committee at its first meeting held on 10 October 2025, during the First Session of
the Tenth Parliament, regarding the amendment of the Standing Orders (S.0.) of
Parliament, this report presents the amendments to the Standing Orders of Parliament
(as Annexure 1 and Annexure 11) to the Committee on Public Enterprises (S.0. 120) and
the Committee on Public Accounts (S.0. 119), based on the proposals submitted to
Parliament on 26 September and 07 October 2025, respectively.

In order to achieve the basic objectives of the Committees for Special Purposes in more
efficient and effective manner and the effectiveness of its investigative activities, ensuring
timely, direct referral to investigative bodies and seeking the ability to directly refer cases
identified by the Committee where serious fraud, corruption, or waste of public funds to
investigative agencies and to allow the relevant institutions to conduct a full, necessary
and expeditious investigation, etc., were considered in the presentation of these
amendments.

The Committee at its meeting held on 10 October 2025, approved these proposed
amendments along with further amendments and the Committee, which was reconvened
on 18 December 2025 and 17 February 2026 decided to present the report of the
Committee on 20 February 2026 to Parliament by the Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne,
the Speaker and the Chairman of the Committee.

2. Composition of Committee on Standing Orders for the First Session of the Tenth
Parliament

Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne, the Speaker (Chairman)

Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih, the Deputy Speaker and the Chairman of Committee
Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara, Deputy Chairperson of Committees
Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa

Hon. Anura Karunathilaka

Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne

Hon. Ajith P. Perera

Hon. Imran Maharoof

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri

Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika

Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney at Law

Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah
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ANNEXURE 1

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

Following new paragraph be inserted immediately after the first paragraph
of the existing Standing Order 120(4) of the Parliament :(—

"If the Committee on Public Enterprises, in examining the reports presented to the
Committee by the Auditor - General, comes to the conclusion that serious financial frauds
or acts of corruption have occurred, the Committee may refer such matters directly to the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption or to the Inspector-General
of Police for taking legal action regarding such matters.”

The Committee, having considered the above proposed amendment, agreed to insert
the following new amended paragraph immediately after the first paragraph of the
existing Standing Order of Parliament 120(4), also including the amendments
proposed by the Committee in bold letters below:

"If the Committee on Public Enterprises, in examining the reports presented to the
Committee by the Auditor - General, comes to the conclusion that serious financial
frauds, acts of bribery or corruption have occurred, the Committee may refer such
matters directly to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption or
to the Inspector-General of Police, at a time determined by Parliament after the
report thereon has been tabled in Parliament, for taking necessary action
regarding such matters.”
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ANNEXURE 1II

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Following new paragraph be inserted immediately after the first paragraph
of the existing Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament :—

"If the Committee on Public Accounts, in examining the reports presented to the Committee
by the Auditor - General, comes to the conclusion that serious financial frauds or acts of
corruption have occurred, the Committee may refer such matters directly to the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption or to the Inspector-General
of Police for taking legal action regarding such matters.”

The Committee, having considered the above proposed amendment, agreed to insert
the following new amended paragraph immediately after the first paragraph of the
existing Standing Order of Parliament 119(4), also including the amendments
proposed by the Committee in bold letters below:

"If the Committee on Public Accounts, in examining the reports presented to the
Committee by the Auditor - General, comes to the conclusion that serious financial
frauds, acts of bribery or corruption have occurred, the Committee may refer such
matters directly to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption or
to the Inspector-General of Police, at a time determined by Parliament after the
report thereon has been tabled in Parliament for taking necessary action
regarding such matters.”
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