2 8Ee®@xin gmoas Eco gom 1 318
Bedn mOyn, Doda dfwo ©3w e3:800m ¢@iBnM3060w

28Be®sIned Gesn Beyd® @dm wwId BT wwen ®OD E¢ Dbm
6@axilewnst 000 Bewlw aawm 119(4) ule od §¢& Bswwmd
a@rmudimed Hde e w 0on A Budo wbBedisint edn ¢2dus B38.

urmymepserm CeueMuil(hd QsTLT @evsHsid : 318
QeueMBTL (B 21svI6usLS&6T, GleusMNBIL (B CeuemeLeUTUILIL
LOMILD &EOHMIOTHHIND HEDLDE &
LMITEHLOTMS S TF SHHGHS & (LpaNewTmed
(PsTTemEUSSHLILIL L. MGHME QSTLIUTS Hemeoulim
SLLmeT Qeudsld 119(4) Qet1 S1p A eTemibd
QL WSHMGL QUImILILITEST Q&HeTed im0 &ifledr
SUGHTEOTNLLSHMETILD, $iF QAHTLIUTE TRSSLILRLD
BL6MIQ HENSHHENETUILD LIMTTEHLOGTNSHD FLOTLILNE G 6.

Parliamentary Series No: 318
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism

Submission of observations of Hon. Minister in charge of the subject of Finance

and
Actions taken with regard to the reports tabled by the Committee on Public

Accounts in terms of Standing Order No. 119(4)



o,

Format (No. 01)

Parliamentary Series No: 318

Name of the institution: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism

Shortcomings-identified by the
committee

Actions taken by the institution to rectify the
shortcomings / Current status

Recommendaﬁon -01

It was recommended that a committee be
appointed to conduct an internal
investigation and submit a report to the
Committee within one month (before
02.05.2025) regarding the grant of
permits, within the relevant period, to
import fully electric vehicles for Sri
Lankan employed abroad based on the
amount of foreign exchange remitted.

Officers/Institutions
implementation

responsible  for

Secretary - Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism

With regard to the scheme for granting permits to import
fully electric vehicles for Sri Lankans employed abroad
based on the amount of foreign exchange remitted,
which was implemented from 01 May 2022 to 15
September 2023, a committee was appointed under the
chairmanship of Mr. J. S. Prasad Piyasena, Additional
Secretary (Admin — Foreign Employment) of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism. The
committee comprised Mrs. K. A. S. Hemakanthi, Director
General (Planning), Mr. C. P. Lokugalapattathi, Chief
Accountant, and Mr, K. Nikarilkanth, Senior Assistant
Secretary (Development).

Following a study of the relevant files, the report
prepared by the committee was submitted to the
Committee by letter No. MOL/POL/01/2022-V dated
02.05.2025.

Recommendation — 02

it was recommended that an
investigation be conducted, with the
necessary assistance of the Ministry of
Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil
Aviation, the Department of Motor
Traffic, and Sri Lanka Customs, regarding
imported electric vehicles that have not
yet been registered with the Department
of Motor Traffic, and that a report
thereon be submitted to the Committee.

Officers/Institutions
implementation

responsible  for

Secretary - Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism.

Sri Lanka Customs has reported that a total of 920 motor
vehicles were imported under this scheme. As at
10.12.2025, only 826 motor vehicles had been registered
with the Department of Motor Traffic. The investigation
report in this regard has been completed and is
scheduled to be submitted to the Committee.




Recommendation - 03

it was recommended that a suitable
mechanism be developed to recover the
tax due to the Government in respect of
vehicles imported under this scheme that
were not registered with the Department
of Motor Traffic within the time frame
stipulated in the permit conditions, and
that necessary steps be taken to recover
the relevant taxes.
Officers/Institutions for
implementation

responsible

Secretary - Ministry of Finance, Planning
& Economic Development.

Recommendation - 04

Following the presentation of this report
to Parliament, it was recommended that
the necessary steps be taken to refer the
matter to the Attorney General for legal
action through a resolution of
Parliament.

Officers/Institutions responsible for
implementation

Secretary General of Parliament -
Parliament of Sri Lanka.

Recommendation - 05

Based on the information contained in
the Special Audit Report issued by the
National Audit Office on 05 September
2024 in relation to this investigation, it
was recommended that the relevant
officers be identified and that appropriate
disciplinary action be taken against them
at the institutional level, and that the
relevant authorities take steps to
implement the recommendations made
in the report.

All policy-related activities relating to this scheme,
including the formulation of policies, obtaining policy
approvals, and the issuance and interpretation of
circulars, as well as operational activities, such as the
acceptance of applications and preparation, issuance
and renewal of permits, were carried out under the
Labour Division of the then Ministry of Labour and
Foreign Employment. At present, this Division functions
under the Ministry of Labour. The files used for the
implementation of the said scheme were handed over to
the Foreign Employment Division on 30.10.2024.

All files, except those containing information on
applicants whose requests for permits were rejected,




were taken into the custody of the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption for the
purpose of its investigations. The above-mentioned files
containing information on rejected permit applications, |
together with all copies of files prepared at the time the
files were handed over to the Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption, were taken into the
custody of the Criminal Investigation Department for
two of its investigations. The relevant information is
indicated in Annexure No. 01.

Those investigations have not yet been completed. The
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption has summoned all relevant parties to obtain
statements including committee members, subject
officers who handled the files, officers who participated
in or were summoned for circular preparation meetings,
and officers who provided observations on the draft
circular at the time, (including officers of the Ministry of
Finance and institutions under its purview) for the
purpose of investigating the matters referred to in
Special Audit Report No. SPR/2024/06 dated
05.09.2024.

In connection with one of the investigations being
conducted by the Criminal Investigation Department,
relevant officers in relation to the preparation of
circulars are being summoned, and the investigation is
currently in progress.

While those investigations were in progress, a
preliminary investigation was recommenced with the
assistance of the Investigation Division of the Ministry of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government.

For the purpose of these investigations, arrangements
are currently being made to obtain copies of the files
relating to the policy matters that were handed over to
the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption.

Q\:ELL

Vijitha Herath (M.P)

Minister of Foreign Affairs,Foreign Employment and Tourism




Criminal Investigation Department

| Serial : .
No | File Number Catégory .
1| MOL/FE/EVP/253 Application Returned
2 | MOL/FE/EVP/254 Applfcatron Returned
3 'MOL/:FIE;_/E\":_IP/':S"O?__ ‘ Apphc loh Retumed
4 | MOL/FE/EVP/136 ' Permlt has not been tssued_ _
s | MOL/FE/EVP/217 Permit has nnt been issued
6 | MOL/FE/EVP/272 Permit has not been issued
7 | MOL/FE/EVP/298 Permit has not been issued
8 | MOL/FE/EVP/299 Permit has not been issued
9 | MOL/FE/EVP/313 Permit has not been issued
10 | MOL/FE/EVP317 Permit has not been issued
11 | MOL/FE/EVP/343 Permit has not been issued
12 | MOL/FE/EVP/383 Permit has not been issued
13 | MOL/FE/EVP/399 Permit has not been issued
14 | MOL/FE/EVP/449 Permut‘ hasnot been issued
15 | MOL/FE/EVP/465 mit tias not been issued
16 | MOL/FE/EVP/479 Permit-has not-been issued
17 | MOL/FE/EVP/S78 Permit has not been issued.
18 | MOL/FE/EVP/605 | Permit has not been issued
19 | MOL/FE/EVP/6D6 Permit has not been issued
20 | MOL/FE/EVP/638 Permit has not been issued
21 | MOL/FE/EVP/660. Permit has hot been issuéd
22 | MOL/EE/EVE/669 Permit has not been issued
23 | MOL/FE/EVP/690 Permit has not been issued
24 | MOL/FE/EVP/734 Permit has not been issued
25 | MOL/FE/EVP/747 Permit has not been issued
26 | MOL/FE/EVP/758 “Permit has not been issued
27 | MOL/FE/EVP/764 Permit has not been issued
28 | MOL/FE/EVP/819 Permit has not been issued
29 | MOL/FE/EVP/831 ‘Permit has not been issued
30 | MOL/FE/EVP/833 Peimit has not been issued
31 | MOL/FE/EVP/835 _Permit-has not been issued
32 | MOL/EE/EVP/862 - Permit has riot been issued
33-| MOL/FE/EVP/876 | Permit-has not been issued
34| MOL/FE/EVP/ 88 Permit has not been issued
35 | MOL/FE/EVP/895 . Permit has not been issued
36 | MOL/FE/EVP/903 Permit has niot been issued

Nk

1 MOL/FE/EVP/908

Permit has not been‘issued



38 | MOL/FE/EVP/935 Permit has not been issued
39 | MOL/FE/EVP/958 Permit has not been issued
40 | MOL/FE/EVP/963 Permit has not been issued
41 | MOL/FE/EVP/965 Permit has not been issued
42 | MOL/FE/EVP/966 Permit has not been issued
43 | MOL/FE/EVP/967 Permit has not been issued
44 | MOL/FE/EVP/971 Permit has not been issued
45 | MOL/FE/EVP/972 . Permit has not been issued
46 | MOL/FE/EVP/973 Permit has not been issued -
47 | MOL/FE/EVP/974 Permit has not been issued
48 | MOL/FE/EVP/975 Permit has not been issued'
49 | MOL/FE/EVP/976 Permit has not been issued
50 | MOL/FE/EVP/977 Permit has not been issued
51 | MOL/FE/EVP/979 Permit hashot been issued
52 | MOL/FE/EVP/981 Permit has not been issued
53 | MOL/FE/EVP/982 Permit has not been issued
54 | MOL/FE/EVP/983 Permit has not been issued
55 | MOL/FE/EVP/984 Permit has not been issued
56 | MOL/FE/EVP/988 Permit has not been issued
57 | MOL/FE/EVP/990 Permit has not been issued
58 | MOL/FE/EVP/991 Permit has not been issued
59 | MOL/FE/EVP/1022 Permit has not been issued
60 | MOL/FE/EVP/1052 Permit has not been issued
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868 | MOL/FE/EVR/547

-

914. | MOL/FE/EVP/

942 | MOL/FE/EVP/721
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948 | MOL/FE/EVP/741

950 | MOL/FE/EVP/745
5

2 | MOL/FE/EVP/789

'MOL/FE/EVP/670

MOL/FE/EVP/746 .
968 | MOL/FE/EVP/892
969 | MOL/POL/01/2022 (V1-V3)




