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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH WICKRAMA-
RATNE] in the Chair.
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SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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PARLIAMENTARY PENSIONS (REPEAL) BILL: PETITION TO
THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport, High-
ways and Urban Development and the Leader of the House
of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Health, Media and Women's
Empowerment on the -

Report 1

(i)  Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation for the year 2022;

(i)  Annual Performance Reports of the Department of
Government Information for the years 2022 and
2024; and

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Mass Media
Division of the Ministry of Health and Mass Me-
dia for the year 2024,
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Report 2

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Probation and Child Care Services for the year
2024; and

(i)  Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Thriposha Lim-
ited for the years 2021 and 2023,

which were referred to the Committee.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth
Madhuranga)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney-at-Law)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public Peti-
tions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

©0T OxIFn®A, Parliamentary Business Committee
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

OO0 OBBID WO TBCE® OB .

OO OB S FIBED Wm0

(reT @ SWhS &[HETTSVd5H)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO STUDY OVERCROWDING IN
PRISONS: RECOMMENDATIONS

812/2025
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(iv) o© A¥edn Huid®m BEO wew 0z G
Bwwo@8o mOedc;

@53 D@ @O DD ¢BIOBTeBIC?
(q0) ozndee5®, S Sxie?
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(i) osGueeud Cairhg 2 miiifleriseflssr

QLI SHET WiTeW6U 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;
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& TesTLILI(HEITD

Geumed aupmisLILL(Hsiter AumflgssT wreeu
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
(24) @)sTCmed, ersir?
asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) date on which a committee was last ap-
pointed to study the issue of overcrowding
in prisons in Sri Lanka;

(i) names of the members of that committee;

(iii) recommendations made by that committee
to reduce overcrowding in prisons; and

(iv) measures that will be taken to implement
those recommendations?

(b) Ifnot, why?

oG BB vSven 53508 HC Bwm (g@mSem ©w»
%Bm SO §Om1ne)

(oresryfl@ FLLSSremll apiager BrewTwESTr - B
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law - Min-
ister of Justice and National Integration)
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether the Government has introduced or
intends to introduce any specific forms of
assistance such as financial compensation,
medical  support or  rehabilitation
programmes for victims of mob violence
and their families in Sri Lanka;

(b)

(ii)

(iif)

986

the current status of implementation of any
such support schemes across the districts or
provinces where incidents of mob violence
have occured; and

whether any circulars, guidelines or policy
frameworks have been issued to provincial
councils or District Secretariats to ensure
timely support and long-term assistance to
such victims?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Econom-
ic Development:

(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of "Aswesuma" beneficiaries in
Sri Lanka at present;

(i) whether the "Aswesuma" benefit is provid-
ed to all persons who are eligible to it;

(i) whether steps are being taken to grant the
benefit to those eligible persons who are
not yet receiving it; and

(iv) if so, the date from which the benefit will
be provided to them?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, for each District, the number of
land permits obtained from the public, un-
der the programme implemented by the
previous Government to issue title deeds
for land permits in the Ampara, Batticaloa
and Trincomalee Districts of the Eastern
Province;

(ii) separately for each district, the number of
Title Deeds that have been issued for the
aforesaid districts;

(i)  separately, for each district, the number of
Title Deeds that are yet to be issued; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
to expedite the issuance of the aforemen-
tioned Title Deeds?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, this is arising out of the clarification sought by the
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quote:

“Any Member may put not more than two supplementary ques-
tions on any such answer given under Standing Order 32:

Provided that, such supplementary questions shall not introduce
matters not included in the original question,.....”
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Ojeui GO Heurymr?
(@) @G, eysir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

the main livelihood of the people in the
Vanni area is agriculture and animal hus-
bandry;

the people are losing interest in agriculture
due to epidemics, crop damage by wild
animals, climate change, lack of a proper
market et cetera;

the majority of farmers are engaging in ani-
mal husbandry, as it is comparatively a
more profitable industry;

however, in recent times, there has been an
increase in livestock theft, and it was re-
vealed at the recent Vavuniya-North Re-
gional Development Committee meeting
that more than 35 cattle were stolen in a
single day;

there has been no solution to this matter
despite complaints lodged with the police;
and

as a result, the people of the Vanni area are
facing significant economic challenges?

1010

(b)  Will he state-

@
(ii)

if so, the solutions that will be provided in
this regard; and

the time frame within which the said solu-
tions will be provided?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of Agri-

culture and Livestock)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)

O ®DOBNIDROB, @GP BY N8B, e
gL 6 DatBe g5 e@isnde eONEDST © O®
y@mH0 BENC o 2 wewn ©h ecmm »EHE 9
8350a.

g @ Emnmé 988ex 8800 Hewlw oz GE.
Q]SITTSWEYU 10D C)DT (1§ BVTSHID FLOT LIS HL L enemuil 1101”1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

"EW® e - @IE® BsR" OvosaBw wOeny
WOBRE 8D e3:05Q% DwoxsaB: amd
2edfdmes
“9|mBeisiTer LITLFTewsw Ambs LITL Freney”
HHSSIL_L_SBleiT H1pmresr 2 1 &1L L ewidLiL
S Ulel(h581d5 BHSSIL_L_BIG6T: LDTSHHEMD LOT6UL L LD
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS UNDER

"NEAREST SCHOOL-THE BEST SCHOOL" PROJECT: MATARA
DISTRICRT

1562/2025

10.061 (90008w) ©93.98. 3eddn® dvmn

(woreryflg (Curdiflwir) stev.e1id. HCuaildin)

(The Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama)

3@ ®Y s, ol gLBD ©Y DaFBwe
2085 g nBwensy e ydme - (1):

(a) () 'e®® e - oved® w©ienE OwozeBa
woen, @md SdFBmed sEOE @I
s0EDO 3:08AMw BB wews G0dy WO
G Drvoad) wewo Bwe® WO @B o G
OMBOenE;

(i) ow» ()8 wewsy Owowed andsT, D10 B »S
B wn OB B BBV emomB § Do
3000500 DY 005Y DRE WY EWIOEHE;

@53 OB e®® 6D ¢y enIe?
(@) (1) ©® OxowaB woes 98 Wo»y ¢ @® DHBO
DITHBO O OV HBBOeE 8D
@0 LGB el o1 Koim siwe
QO ©BIDEBEOI0 @, WIOBHBO OB WH
B0 1 BIO wewo g Doddo O,

(i) &9 8B On B PFFOLO wif B3O
wew Hood®m BOEOO eeldS8m wicy®
»Oede;

O E78e @O 5D crtdrTenste?
(q) odeEnd,d@sie?

Ulrgw  oewwiFmd  svall, o wi sl

Qarfhssval ewwiFmwrareusnrds Csl L aflerr:

(@) ()

LoHm)Lb

‘OIpBlaieTer  LTL Fremev Aphs LTL FremeV
FOSB LSS D,  TSHOD
urLFrenevsafler o 1 sl L ewilil] suFdlsener
lalpsd)  CFieusn@ — rilsasii’ L
HHSS_LBIsEHdbGHF CFvalll_Liul L Qrsssd

wmeul L

Qg Temd 6TeGUATEY 6TEITLIENSW|LD;

(i) Gupug (@ E@PUA LU Bster  HmS
S L miseflsy, uswllaser Blewmey O’ L
wHmib uessilaer Blewmey GFiw wpigwirgGLiresr
H(HSSIL_L_BigerflesrT sTesstansilhenss GlousuGeummras
WITG) 6TTLIGNS LD,

Sjeui @)dFFemus@ Mlaliirrr?
(o) () Guouyg sHSSILkisallardp Birwremsildbs
: @erperailed  LweTUBSS  (PLGUITS
Blemevuilgpisirer LTSS wreul Lgglesr
parh6lUTeSs Cafw LT Fremevullsst @)rewvr(h
gAfwir  allHslssmer
Blewevd@ — CibLBSSIuSD @sTar
WITEN6) 6TETLIEN S U|LD;

ul L,

LII6TLI (h S S5 Fn L. ILI
BHEWL_SH6T

(i) eupedP LWETUBSSEIIg W BleweVd @,

Cubu@®sbgid Qurrl® CFwHUBSSHIUSDS,

STHITLITT G I6iT6m FIL_migseir WITemeu
6TEITLIEN S 1L|1D;

Sjeui @)dFewusE@ Mlaliimrmr?

(@) @eGpev, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) the total amount spent on projects initiated
to develop infrastructure facilities in schools
in the Matara District under the "Nearest
School-the Best School" Project; and

(if) out of the projects mentioned in (i) above,
the number of projects that have been com-
pleted and those that could not be complet-
ed, separately?

(b)  Will she also inform this House the -

(1) obstacles that prevent the two teacher quar-
ters at Urubokka National School in the
Matara District built under the aforemen-
tioned projects from being utilized, as the
said buildings have remained unused; and

(i) measures that will be taken to make them
usable?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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ewddsznd &85 B8O, the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne.
You have 12 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Speaker will take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
Give me one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have exceeded your time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you have two more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I am taking some more time, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe. You have 11
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Minister of Housing,

Construction and Water Supply)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran. You have sev-
en minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep - Deputy Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Adjournment Debate shall
stay suspended until 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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1t being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
22nd January, 2026.
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