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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Labour)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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COAL BURNING AT NOROCHCHOLAT COAL POWER PLANT:
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
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asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that because of the
burning of coal at the Norochcholai Coal
Power Plant, the residents living in the
surrounding villages are facing numerous
environmental issues; and

(i) the measures that will be taken to resolve
such environmental issues?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®0 (e@0exs) ¢c®8m 8O &€ Bwm (880 @i ®)
(oresryflg (sweugHwir) Swlls ul L Qubd - FHDTL 6D
O|EHLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

Will she inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of officers of the Sri Lanka
Educational Administrative Service and the
Sri Lanka Principals’ Service, whose salary
increments have been suspended by now,
separately in respect of each service;

the name of each such officer, the date on
which increment was suspended, and the
reason for each suspension, separately;

whether she is aware that the restoration of
these salary increments is proceeding quite
slowly; and

the measures that will be taken to expedite
the inquiries concerning these officers,
granting them with their increments
without further delay to ensure that justice
is served?

If not, why?
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(24) @G, orcir?

asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

)

(ii)

number of inmates currently kept at the
Dumbara Prison in Pallekele;

detention capacity of the prison concerned,
and

(iif)

808

measures that will be taken to expedite the
new constructions of that Prison and to
reduce the current overcrowding in the
Prison?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of State lands that have been
granted on lease basis in each Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Anuradhapura
District, separately;

(i) whether he is aware that the State land of
approximately 100 acres in extent located
in Kodinnewa village in Grama Niladhari
Division No. 153 of Horowpothana
Divisional Secretary’s Division, has been
illegally cleared and cultivated;

(iif)  if so, who have cleared and cultivated the
land referred to above;

(iv) whether the individuals concerned have a
legal right to do so;

(v) whether they have obtained the fertilizer
subsidy; and

(vi) if so, what the value of the fertilizer subsidy
is?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath - Deputy Minister of Land

and Irrigation)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@)
@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

whether he is aware that persons are
residing on State lands in the Manmunai
Pattu Divisional Secretary's Division of the
Batticaloa District without a Deed of Grant
or a Land Permit awarded by the
Government;

if so, the number of such individuals, their
names and relevant details;

whether the respective Divisional Secretary
has filed action at the court of law against
them during the period from 01.01.2017 to
31.03.2025 to legally evict those individuals
from the above State lands;

if so, the number of such individuals, their
names and their relevant details;

the number of evicted individuals from the
State lands on court orders from 01.01.2017
to 31.03.2025 along with their names and
relevant details, out of the total number of
individuals prosecuted by the relevant
Divisional Secretary;

whether there are persons against whom the
Divisional Secretary has not filed action,
although he should have;

if so, the number of such persons, and their
names and other relevant details; and

the reasons for filing action against only a
few of them while not filing action against
most?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of vehicles that have been imported
so far after the permission granted for the
import of vehicles to Sri Lanka again;

(i) tax to be collected from the said vehicles,
separately according to engine capacity; and

(iii)  tax income expected to be generated from
importing vehicles and the tax income that
has hitherto been generated, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House of the -

(i) number of three-wheelers and motorcycles
that have been imported so far, separately
after permission was granted to import
vehicles to Sri Lanka again;

(i) amount of tax levied on an imported three-
wheeler; and

(i) amount of tax levied on an imported
motorcycle, separately as per the engine
capacity?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(@)  Will he inform this House of the -
(i) three main export crops of Sri Lanka;

(if) year in which coconut was declared one of
the main export crops;

(i) number of coconut trees existing in Sri

Lanka and the extent of land cultivated with
coconut, separately in hectares; and

(iv) steps taken to increase the coconut harvest
of Sri Lanka?
(b) Will he also inform this House the -

(i) coconut-related industries in operation in
Sri Lanka at present;
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(ii)

(ii)

(iv)

the annual foreign exchange earnings
accrued to Sri Lanka from coconut-based
products;

number of factories in Sri Lanka associated
with coconut husks with local and foreign
ownership, and their main export products
and the number of direct and indirect jobs
they have created, separately; and

key problems associated with coconut husks
industry?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Will he state -

0

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

)

(vi)

(vii)

the names of the lands which have been
allocated for investment projects from the
lands belonging to the Land Reform
Commission in the Puttalam District;

the investment project for which each plot
of land has been provided, the extent of the
land and the respective Divisional
Secretary's Division in which it is located,
separately;

whether the due lease for the above-
mentioned lands have been properly paid,

if not, whether the lease payments have
been defaulted;

whether the above-mentioned lands
provided for investment projects have been
developed;

whether underdeveloped lands have been
identified among those lands; and

if the above-mentioned lands provided for
investment projects have not been properly
developed or if lease payments have been
defaulted, whether such lands will be
repossessed?

(b)

©

840

Will he also state -

)

(ii)

the total extent of land belonging to the
above Commission in the Puttalam District,
according to each Divisional Secretary's
Division, separately; and

whether those lands will be provided for the
construction of houses?

If not, why
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the non-government schools located within
the Elpitiya Education Zone;

(if) the founding year of each of these schools
and the names of their governing board
members, separately;

(iii) the government authorities tasked with the
supervision of the said schools;

(iv) whether the Ministry of Education of the
Central Government or the Provincial
Ministry of Education has received public
complaints regarding the aforementioned
schools; and

(v) the measures that have been taken to ensure
the quality of education provided by those
schools and to protect the rights of students
in those schools?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the unresolved issues that exist regarding
the payment of pension entitlements and
arrears of Samurdhi Development Officers;

(ii) the prompt measures that have been taken
by the Government to resolve them and the
specific timeframe for implementing the
same;

(iii) whether it has been planned to
expeditiously implement a proper system
for their promotions and grading;
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(iv) if'so, the progress of it at present; and

(v) the steps that have been taken to expedite
disciplinary action regarding the incidents
of misconduct and corruption reported
against Samurdhi Development Officers?

(b) Will he also inform this House of the steps that
have been taken to complete the project to
computerize the Samurdhi Bank system?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community
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Hon. Speaker, monies earned through online bookings
now go out directly through gateways operated outside
the country. There are two or three such countries
operating here. So, when you swipe a credit card, the
payment does not go through the Central Bank-operated
gateways, but directly to a third-party country. As a
result, it is estimated that almost Rs. 1 billion is lost to the
country because, for each invoice, you charge 31 per cent
of taxes: VAT, 18 per cent, SSCL, 2.5 per cent, NBT, 1
per cent and so on. So, when you add up that 31 per cent
tax on an invoice, roughly, there will be Rs. 1 billion
revenue erosion from the country. So, that justifies the
matter [ am raising through this Question.

5. What proportion of tourism activity is estimated
to be conducted by unregistered accommodation
providers and informal operators outside the
banking system?

This has been aptly reported in the "Daily
Mirror", "The Island" and "Ceylon Today",
highlighting that 40,000 institutions are not
registered in the country.

6. Does the Government accept that a material
share of tourism-generated foreign exchange is
bypassing the domestic financial system without
strengthening the Official Reserves?

7.  Why has enforcement of mandatory registration,
banking-channel  settlement and  foreign
exchange repatriation requirements remain weak,
despite existing legal powers?

8. When will the Government present to Parliament
a tourism policy explicitly linked to earnings,
foreign  exchange inflows and  reserve
accumulation rather than reporting the number of
tourist arrivals with headlines every day?
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9. Is the Government aware that overseas credit
cards are widely used for tourism payments in
Sri Lanka, with invoicing and settlement
occurring outside the country, thereby avoiding
domestic taxation and that international booking
platforms similarly process payments offshore,
depriving Sri Lanka of the full taxable revenue?
Therefore, what corrective action is being taken?

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 11 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I had 12 minutes. Please give me that time. We
started the Debate only at 12 noon. Time got wasted not
because of us.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, your time is up.

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Bwmo

(oressrfl@ (SVTHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
I will finish in a minute, Sir.
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@0 Beadts mAOrzEmROs
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake.

©S (§0028w) ¢l v¥Bced Dwmo
(oressrfl@ (SvTHF) 2 Lired LsiTernevCas)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

®6; Bewndss SOr1znEHD)
(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister?
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(orenryflg (HevrHld)) o Lumred LsiTellevGas)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage)
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@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orenTflg (He0THlF) aniag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

®0 Bewdss m5nemn®8, dmd 00 88ndw e
@csin gDes.

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryflg Nrdld FuTBTST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, let us not make it a debate.
That was a clarification and that is why I gave him time.

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(orenr il (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

It is not to make it a debate, Sir. ®® RBezxfez’, &
WO Bedsier? @wadled ©EE 02ed8, IeOE
Beasier? & 8Buted uE8. & 8Rysied @ Bwed®
WO e Busiesy, @aded Dwe® wer BwEd?
e300 Bwe® meg GiBeE IBum 278. Jewsi ¢ 8w
Bw> 2285 58 @ndda.

G Berdss HSOI1zNGEHD)

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Now, will call upon the next speaker. Hon.
Wijesiri Basnayake, you have nine minutes.

[g.0. 12.25]
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(oreryflg alGedAn LsvBIWSS)

(The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, I rise to point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(omevsr i@ FerrHud) F L ggresnt] erib. BlFTLd SrMlwiLT)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, I have a point of Order to raise.

There is a serious Constitutional issue that has arisen.
Under Standing Order No. 22, I think the Secretary-
General has to take it up and a Ruling should be given as
soon as possible by the Hon. Speaker, maybe tomorrow.
Under Standing Order No. 92(2)(a), I would say that
Article 41A.(1)(e)(iii) of the Constitution places a
Constitutional duty on the Hon. Speaker to nominate, by
agreement of the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition, three eminent persons from the
civil society to the Constitutional Council. The necessity
for such nomination has already arisen as the term of the

previous civil society members expires today. The
announcement should have been made today. Since no
announcement has been made, I want an explanation be
given. It should be taken up by the Hon. Speaker and a
statement should be made tomorrow morning. I know,
Sir, that you cannot do it.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.

20880@27290 SO ¢mme® ¢.wi. 5.220, 2026 £200:8
2192 &¢aga g.e0a. 9.30 O e e Sode.

ey .o, 522 weflse Lrrrepwsrmn, 2026 sersull 21,
rysevraspenin wp.i. 9.30 wenllasewr psalenaudssLii 1 g).

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.22 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 21st January, 2026.
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