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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.  

 

1. Messages from the President: The Speaker  read the following message 

received from the President:— 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker  made the following 

announcement:—  

“I wish to make this announcement in furtherance to the announcement made by me 

on 08.09.2025 on the Motion titled the ‘No-Confidence Motion’, submitted by a group 

of 32 Members of Parliament in the Opposition including the Hon. Leader of the 

Opposition in Parliament, on 12.08.2025 against Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna 

Jayasekera, M.P., Deputy Minister of Defence. 

At the outset, I wish to remind this House the Standing Order 76(1) which states that 

the Speaker in Parliament shall be responsible for the observance of the rules of order in 

Parliament and his/her decision upon any point of order shall not be open to appeal and 

shall not be reviewed by Parliament except upon a substantive motion made after 

notice. 

However, considering the queries raised in Parliament, I wish to further substantiate 

the factors highlighted in the previous announcement for ruling the said Motion out of 

Order.  

The 1978 Constitution of Sri Lanka and the Standing Orders of Parliament are silent 

on moving a No-Confidence Motion against an individual Cabinet Minister, Deputy 

Minister or any other holder of portfolios. The only existing provision on                    

No-Confidence Motions is the Article 49(2) of the Constitution which provides only to 

move a No-Confidence Motion against a Government.  

However, No-Confidence Motions have been moved against the Prime Minister, 

Individual Ministers of the Cabinet of Ministers, notwithstanding the said silence in the 

Constitution and the Standing Orders, thus questioning the legal basis of such 

precedence.   

It is noted that, in the parliamentary context, the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Deputy 

Chair of Committees, Leader of the House of Parliament, Chief Government Whip, 

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament, and Chief Opposition Whip are considered 

Parliamentary office-bearers, and that a substantive Motion of this nature may 

appropriately be brought against them. 

I wish to emphasize that in the international context, No-Confidence Motions have 

been allowed only in respect of the Government/ Council of Ministers as a whole 

(Erskine May, ‘Treatise on the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and Usage of Parliament’, 

25th Ed. and M.N. Kaul and S.L. Shakdher, ‘Practice and Procedure of Parliament’,     

8th Ed.). Further M.N. Kaul and S.L. Shakdher highlight that a Motion of                     

No-Confidence can be moved only against the Council of Ministers as a whole and not 

against any individual Minister as per the Indian constitutional provisions regarding the 

collective responsibility of the Council of Ministers to the Lok Sabha. 

Similarly, the Articles 42, 43 and 44 of the Constitution of Sri Lanka, provides for 

the collective and individual ministerial responsibility of the Cabinet of Ministers. 
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 In Sri Lanka at present, Deputy Ministers have been appointed under Article 46(1) 

of the Constitution to assist the Ministers of the Cabinet of Ministers. However, the 

Ministers of the Cabinet of the present Government acting under Article 46(2) of the 

Constitution, have not delegated any power or duty pertaining to any subject or function 

to the Deputy Ministers. Nevertheless, I wish to place on record that the Deputy 

Ministers function in terms of Standing Order 32(2) on behalf of the Ministers, in 

compliance of Article 46(1) of the Constitution and read with Article 74 of the 

Constitution.  

Due to aforesaid reasons, I rule that the Motion is out of order in terms of Standing 

Order 27(3).   

In the alternate, I wish to note that incidental criticism of conduct of Members of 

Parliament or particularly to Members in their capacity as office holders in the House of 

Commons including the Speaker is permitted only through a substantive Motion 

(Erskine May, ‘Treatise on the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and Usage of Parliament’, 

25th Ed.), and in the UK practice censure Motions can be tabled criticizing a 

Government policy or a Minister. M.N. Kaul and S.L. Shakdher (‘Practice and 

Procedure of Parliament’, 8th Ed.) states that Censure Motions can be moved against the 

Council of Ministers or an individual Minister or a group of Ministers for their failure to 

act or not to act or for their policy and may express regret, indignation or surprise of the 

House at the failure of the Minister or Ministers.  

Accordingly, I wish to inform this House to explore the possibility of submitting a 

substantive Motion instead of the current Motion in issue, in view of the national 

importance of the matters relating to the Easter Sunday Attack stated therein and as 

opined by the Attorney General, the specific facts in the Motion has no direct bearing to 

the cases pending before Courts.”   

3. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Pr ime Minister  and Minister  of Education, 

Higher Education and Vocational Education presented the Annual Report of the 

University of Vavuniya for the year 2023 and moved that Report be referred to the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Development 

Activities Programme appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of 

National Budget for the period from 01.08.2025 to 31.08.2025 in terms of Section 6(1) 

of the Appropriation Act, No. 3 of 2025. 

 Ordered that the said Paper do lie upon the Table. 

(3) The Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation presented the 

Supplementary Estimate No. 03 of 2025 and moved that Supplementary Estimate be 

referred to the Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 4. Presentation of Reports from Committees: Hon. (Dr .) Harsha de Silva, the 

Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the Committee on 

the Regulations under Section 20 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 of the aforesaid Act which were referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

5. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney at Law presented a petition 
dated 10.03.2025 from Mr. T.B.A.C. Kulathunga of No. 72/E, 
Dodamwalapitiya, Peradeniya.  

(2) Hon. Ajith Gihan presented a petition dated 05.04.2025 from Mr. S.A.M. 
Ranjith Suriyahetti of No. 131/1, Helambawatana, Nalladarankattuwa.  

(3) Hon. Stepni Fernando presented — 

(i) A petition dated 29.05.2025 from Mrs. A. A. Ranjani Mendis of              
No. 1/30, Medawatta, Mudungoda, Gampaha; 

(ii) A petition dated 30.05.2025 from Mrs. B. Gnanawathi of No. 269/1 C, 
Colombo Road, Rathnapura; 

(iii)A petition dated 30.05.2025 from Mrs. B. R. Podi Menike of Samanala 
Mawatha, Pambahinna, Belihul Oya; 

(iv)A petition dated 02.06.2025 from Mrs. I. K. Malani Wijerathna of             
No. 38/2, Kesel Kotuwa Watta, Nawana, Meerigama; 

(v) A petition dated 02.06.2025 from Mrs. P. A. V. W. Dayani Kumari of 
No. 1/167, Amaragiri Watta, Loluwagoda; and 

(vi)A petition dated 28.05.2025 from Mrs. S.R.M.A. Leelawathi 
Samaradiwakara of No. 96/2/2, Maligathenna, Veyangoda.  

(4) Hon. Lal Premanath presented a petition dated 30.06.2025 from Mr. H.G. 
Ariyawansha of Samara House, Buluwana, Pitabeddara.  

(5) Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga presented — 

(i) A petition dated 23.04.2025 from Mr. I.P. Somathilaka of No 130/2 B, 
Maahena, Mandawala; and 

(ii) A petition dated 25.03.2025 from Mr. W. D. Mahendra Udaya Kumara 
of No. 177/3, Kendaliyada Paluwa, Ganemulla.  

(6) Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha presented— 

(i) A petition dated 09.06.2025 from Mr. S. Naleen Pradeep Kumara of  
No. 676/E, Udakada Watta, Kuruwita; and 

(ii) A petition dated 09.06.2025 from Mr. T.B.G. Priyantha of Sri Sumana 
Vidyala Road, Wathu Yaya, Kuruwita.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 6. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act: The Minister  of 

Labour and Deputy Minister of Economic Development on behalf of the Prime Minister 

and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education moved,— That 

the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development 

under Section 20 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 of the 

aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2449/60 of 15th August 

2025, which were presented on 12.09.2025, be approved. 

 

(At 11.34 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 2.18 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment 

moved,— That Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.11 p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.) 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

7. Adjournment (Reduction of Proposed Electricity Tariff): The Minister  of 

Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.39 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, September 26, 2025. 


