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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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RULING ON THE MOTION TO APPOINT A SELECT
COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE POWERS EXERCISED BY JUDICIAL
SERVICE COMMISSION IN RELATION TO APPOINTMENT,

PROMOTION, TRANSFER, DISMISSAL AND DISCIPLINARY
CONTROL OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS SUBMITTED ON 21.11.2025

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Members, by the mandate vested in me under
Standing Order No. 27(3) of Parliament in determining
whether a notice in respect of any motion by a Member of
Parliament be included in the Order Book for answer, I
hereby make a Statement concerning a Motion submitted
by 31 Members of Parliament including the Hon. Sajith
Premadasa, the Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara,
the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, the Hon. Gayantha
Karunathilleka, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, the Hon. D.V.
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Chanaka, the Hon Dilith Jayaweera, the Hon Rishad
Bathiudeen, the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam and the Hon. Chamara Sampath
Dasanayake on 21 of November, 2025 (Hereinafter "the
Motion").

The Motion thus submitted calls for an appointment
of a Select Committee of Parliament to examine the
powers exercised by the Judicial Service Commission in
relation to the appointment, promotion, transfer,
dismissal and disciplinary control of judicial officers.

Given the serious legal and doctrinal issues raised by
the Motion and the potential implications therein, I wish
to make a Statement detailing reasons for my
determination under Standing Order No. 27(3).

At the outset, it needs to be noted that a similar
Ruling was issued for the first time in Parliamentary
history on 20™ of June, 2001 by the then Speaker of
Parliament, the Hon. Anura Bandaranaike. The Ruling in
2001 concerned an Order issued by the Supreme Court
restraining the Speaker from appointing a Select
Committee of Parliament regarding a Motion for the
Impeachment of the then Chief Justice. While the factual
circumstances evaluated in the 2001 Ruling are not
comparable to the facts of the instant occasion, I believe
the Motion submitted by some Hon. Members of
Parliament on 21% of November, 2025 presents an
equally momentous opportunity to reassert the
commitment of this House to the doctrine of separation of
powers.

While the 2001 Ruling concerned the Speaker’s role
in facilitating the appointment of a Parliamentary Select
Committee and raised the issue of whether the Judiciary
could control such an exercise, the present Motion raises
the opposite question: should the Speaker and, by
extension, Parliament be permitted to control the
Judiciary’s powers by creating an oversight mechanism
for the Judicial Service Commission - the JSC?

Before embarking on answering this question, I wish
to outline the contents of the Motion submitted on 21 of
November, 2025.

The Motion calls for the appointment of a Select
Committee of Parliament to inquire into the powers of
appointment, promotion, transfer, dismissal and
disciplinary control of judicial officers, exercised by the
Judicial Service Commission and to compile a report
assessing the following issues:

L The exercise of powers by the JSC in relation to
all appointments, promotions, transfers, dismissals
and disciplinary control of judicial officers during
the period beginning from 01% of January, 2025 to
the present;

II.  Whether such appointments, promotions,
transfers, dismissals and disciplinary control have
been conducted according to the Constitution,
principles of natural justice and other such
relevant laws or guidelines of the JSC
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III.  Whether reasons have been recorded and intimated
to the judicial officers concerned within the means
of law and without bias;

IV.  Whether, prior to a decision on the transfer,
dismissal or disciplinary control of judicial
officers, discussions with such judicial officers
were facilitated;

V.  Whether, in making decisions on appointments,
promotions, transfers, dismissals and disciplinary
control of judicial officers, the Judicial Service
Commission took into account extraneous
considerations.

VL. If so, the impact of such considerations on judicial
independence, the administration of justice, and
public confidence in the Judiciary.

VII. Recommendations for Constitutional and statutory
amendments, administrative guidelines, appeal
mechanisms to counter irregular appointments,
promotion, transfers, dismissals and disciplinary
control through the JSC.

A cursory glance over the said objectives of the
Motion reveals that the proposed Select Committee of
Parliament is exercising what is essentially an oversight
function of the JSC and its operations. By scrutinizing the
JSC’s decisions on appointments, promotions, transfers,
dismissals and disciplinary control, the proposed
Committee would be intruding onto the operational
sphere of the Judiciary, which is the very essence of an
oversight function.

A role of oversight structurally presupposes a
hierarchical relationship - a regulator possessing the
power to review, direct or correct the actions of another.
This gives rise to two integral questions: what is the
nature and character of the mechanism - in this case the
JSC - sought to be regulated and is such regulation in
compliance with the law and spirit of the Constitution of
the Republic?

In answering the first question, first, I would like to
refer to the introduction of the JSC by the Seventeenth
Amendment to the Constitution and the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution and its character.

CHAPTER XV A of the Constitution titled the
“JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION” was first
introduced by the Seventeenth Amendment to the
Constitution. The same Chapter was later substituted by
the Nineteenth and the Twenty First Amendments to the
Constitution. As it stands today, Article 111D of the
Constitution provides for the establishment of the JSC
consisting of the Chief Justice, the Chairman of JSC, and
the two most senior Judges of the Supreme Court
appointed by the President, subject to the approval of the
Constitutional Council

Article 111H sets out the powers of the JSC to include
the power to appoint, promote, transfer, exercise
disciplinary control and dismiss judicial officers. Article

111K further sets out the JSC’s immunity from legal
proceedings and Article 111L explicitly makes
interference with the decisions of the JSC an offence.

From both its composition and its conferred functions,
it is my opinion that the operations of the JSC are
attributable to and exercise of judicial power of the
People, as envisioned under Article 4(c) read with Article
3 of the Constitution.

The JSC forms an integral part of the judicial branch
of government and is not an administrative body
subordinate to either the Executive or the Legislature.
Entrusted with authority over appointments, promotion,
transfer, disciplinary control and dismissal of all judicial
officers of the Republic, the JSC functions as an
institutional extension of the Judiciary itself. The JSC’s
powers, exercised through the highest judicial leadership
ie. through the Chief Justice, affirm that the
Commission’s role is properly attributable to the judicial
arm of government.

By careful consideration of Articles 111D, 111H,
111K, 111L of the Constitution, it is clear that the
establishment and functioning of the JSC constitutes a
part of the judicial arm of government and is an exercise
of the judicial power of the People.

Additionally, under CHAPTER VII A - titled "The
Constitutional Council", Article 41C sets out that no
person shall be appointed to the JSC by the President
without the approval of the Constitutional Council
recommendation. The Chapter further refers to other
Commissions whose appointments are made upon the
recommendations of the Constitutional Council. Article
41B explicitly refers to a list of such Commissions which
are answerable to Parliament. However, the JSC has not
been mentioned therein. This omission underscores that
the JSC, as an extension of the People’s judicial power,
stands independent of the Executive and the Legislature.

Therefore, in answer to the first question, what the
Motion seeks to regulate is an exercise of judicial power
of the People.

The next issue for determination is whether
Parliament, through a Select Committee, can exercise
oversight over the JSC and its operations, namely the
exercise of the judicial power of the People. The guiding
principle in answering this question is the doctrine of
separation of powers.

The doctrine of separation of powers states that the
State’s principal organs (the Executive, the Legislature,
and the Judiciary) are to be constituted as separate and
autonomous entities. One of the earliest and clearest
statements on the separation of powers was given by
Montesquieu in 1748 (The Spirit of Laws): When the
legislative and executive powers are united in the same
person, or in the same body of magistrates, there can be
no liberty... there is no liberty if the powers of judging is
not separated from the legislative and executive... there
would be an end to everything, if the same man or the
same body... were to exercise those three powers.



613 2026 #2:3 09 614

The doctrine of separation of powers is enshrined in
the Constitution of Sri Lanka vis-a-vis Article 3 and
Article 4. Article 3 of the Constitution provides “In the
Republic of Sri Lanka sovereignty is in the People and is
inalienable. Sovereignty includes the powers of
government, fundamental rights and the franchise.” The
manner in exercising such power is expressed in
Article 4:

“The Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and
enjoyed in the following manner:

(a) the legislative power of the People shall be
exercised by Parliament, consisting of elected
representatives of the People and by the People at
a Referendum;

(b) the executive power of the People, including the
defence of Sri Lanka, shall be exercised by the
President of the Republic elected by the People;

(¢) the judicial power of the People shall be exercised
by Parliament through courts, tribunals and
institutions created and established, or recognized,
by the Constitution, or created and established by
law, except in regard to matters relating to the
privileges, immunities and powers of Parliament
and of its Members, wherein the judicial power of
the People may be exercised directly by
Parliament according to law;

(d) the fundamental rights which are by the
Constitution declared and recognized shall be
respected, secured and advanced by all the organs
of government and shall not be abridged, restricted
or denied, save in the manner and to the extent
hereinafter provided; and

(e) the franchise shall be exercisable at the election of
the President of the Republic and of the Members
of Parliament and at every Referendum by every
citizen who has attained the age of eighteen years
and who, being qualified to be an elector as
hereinafter provided, has his name entered in the
register of electors.”

To that end, the Supreme Court in Jathika Sevaka
Sangamaya v Sri Lanka Hadabima Authority (2015) 1
SLR 258 spoke of the doctrine of separation of powers as
follows:

“There are three distinct functions involved in a
Government of a State - legislative, executive and
judicial functions. Those three organs are
constitutionally of equal status and also
independent from one another. One organ should
not control or interfere with the powers and
Sfunctions of another branch of Government and
should not be in a position to dominate the others.

The Doctrine of separation of powers is enshrined
in Article 4 read with Article 3 of the Constitution -
Article 3 is linked with article 4.”

In the same Judgment, the Supreme Court refers to
Article 116 of the Constitution as a recognition of the

“independence of the judiciary, certain safeguards which
enable judicial officers to perform their powers and
functions without any interference”. Speaking on Article
111C, the Judgment goes onto quote “Article 111 C of the
Constitution is a manifest intention to ensure the
Jjudiciary is free from interferences whatsoever.”

At this juncture, it is pertinent to pause and reflect on
the framing of Article 4(c) of the Constitution which
provides “the judicial power of the People shall be
exercised by Parliament through courts...” In fact, the
Motion from the Consolidated Fund to facilitate the
operatirefers to the responsibility of Parliament to
allocate funds ons of the JSC and the ensuing
requirement of ensuring the transparent and accountable
expenditure of such an allocation.

However, it is my opinion that Parliament’s custody
of the public purse, entrusted by the People in trust,
confers fiduciary responsibility but not hierarchical
supremacy, and cannot justify an  automatic
encroachment on the constitutional separation of powers
and form a derogation of the independence of the
Judiciary.

In fact, the Constitution provides only one permissible
avenue for review of JSC decisions - resorting to the
Fundamental Rights Jurisdiction under Article 126 of the
Constitution read with Article 17 of the Constitution.

Moreover, in the House of Commons, it is a well-
established constitutional convention that judicial
independence  prohibits any form of political
accountability being imposed on judges. Consistent with
the constitutional principles set out in Erskine May:
Parliamentary Practice, and grounded in the doctrines of
judicial independence and the separation of powers, the
legal position is unequivocal: the establishment of such a
committee would be unconstitutional and contrary to long
-standing parliamentary practice. Erskine May, further
states that judicial independence is a fundamental
constitutional convention, and parliamentary actions must
not “impair judicial independence.”

Placing the Judiciary before a Select Committee - a
political body - would subject judges or judicial
administrators to political scrutiny, thereby undermining
the essential independence required of the judicial
branch.

Erskine May states that the courts and Parliament are
“separate and independent” organs of government.
Neither House may exercise judicial power, nor may they
review, supervise, or control judicial acts. The
administration of the Judiciary - including appointments,
discipline, case assignment, and internal governance - is
an inherent part of judicial independence.

Therefore, it abundantly shows that the parliamentary
scrutiny into administrative decisions of the Judiciary
would breach the constitutional separation of powers.

This proposition is further supported by authoritative
English decisions; notably, M v Home Office [1994] 1
AC 377 and Duport Steels Ltd. v Sirs [1980] 1 WLR 142,
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which unequivocally reaffirm the doctrine of separation
of powers and the constitutional imperative of preserving
judicial independence.

Even in the Sri Lankan Constitution, unlike in the
United Kingdom, the principle of the separation of
powers is expressly and unequivocally recognized as a
foundational constitutional doctrine. The Apex Courts of
Sri Lanka have repeatedly affirmed this position. In
Premachandra v Major Montague Jayawickrama (1994) 2
SLR 90, the Supreme Court underscored that the
separation of powers embodied in Articles 3 and 4
constitutes a fundamental feature of the Constitution, and
that neither the Executive nor the Legislature may usurp
or encroach upon judicial power; Chief Justice
Sharvananda emphasized that each organ of government
must function strictly “within the bounds set by the
Constitution,” rendering any form of parliamentary
supervision over judicial administration unconstitutional.
Similarly, in Visuvalingam v Liyanage (1983) 1 SLR 203,
although the issue concerned contempt, the Court
reiterated that judicial independence is an indispensable
constitutional postulate and that the Judiciary cannot be
subjected to pressure, influence, or control by the other
branches of government. This principle was reaffirmed in
many reported cases, where the Supreme Court held that
the Judiciary must remain entirely free from any form of
investigation or interference by the Executive or
Legislature, noting that the protection of judicial
independence is essential for safeguarding the sovereignty
of the People. This is further reinforced by in many
reported Supreme Court Cases, where the Court held that
the JSC enjoys exclusive constitutional authority over
judicial administration.

The following passages of recently concluded Judicial
Officers” Tax Case (CA Writ 35/2023-36/2023, and
73/2023 C.A minutes 27" November, 2023) explain that
sovereignty belongs to the people under the Constitution,
and its exercise through the Executive, Legislature, and
Judiciary must operate within a strict separation of
powers - ensuring strong legislative and executive
authority while preserving judicial independence - so that
each branch wuses its powers responsibly, without
overreach, for the well-being of society.

It is stated that -

"...The Constitution is the supreme law of the land
and as per Article 3 of the Constitution, sovereignty
lies in the people and is inalienable. Sovereignty
includes the government; thus, the power of the people
is exercised through the three pillars of the
government, namely the executive, legislature and the
judiciary. Therefore, the judiciary is only one such
pillar of the government which exercises the judicial
power of the people...

...The regulation of taxation by laws passed and
implemented by the three pillars of government serves
the best interest of society. However, the efficacy of
fulfilling such a task lies in the principle of separation
of powers enshrined within the Constitution. As the

learned DSG states in his submission ‘the legislature
has the purse, the executive has its sword, and the
Jjudiciary has the public confidence’: though akin to a
slogan, it aptly describes the separation of powers
within a government system. Accordingly, the three
branches of the government are to operate
independently from one another, and there shall be no
interference of one in the other. There shall only be
checks and balances between these three branches.
This principle, which is provided by the Constitution,
safeguards the independence of the judiciary in a
delicate balance.

...Contemporary society is constantly changing,
with new social upheavals and challenges arising
every day. To effectively solve these problems and
guarantee positive change, those in power must be
equipped with the necessary tools and authority to do
so. This means that the legislative and executive
power of the government must have adequate and far-
reaching powers, free from unnecessary obstruction
or interference. It is important to remember that these
powers are given to them by the people, and with this
trust comes the expectation that they will use their
powers responsibly with a sense of justice and for the
betterment of people...

........ the independence of the judiciary should be
preserved without any obstruction, hindrance or
interference. The judiciary plays a vital role in
ensuring that justice is served fairly and impartially,
and any interference with their independence could
compromise the integrity of the judicial system. A
delicate balance ought to be struck between both these
points for the adequate functioning of society.”

While exercising their powers, all three branches
of the government may experience a sense of
satisfaction, but they must also remember that using
their powers excessively or unjustly is not acceptable.
The saying, “It is excellent to have a giant’s strength;
but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant” ( William
Shakespeare, in his play Measure for Measure, Act 2,
Scene 2.) serves as a reminder that those in power
must be mindful of the impact of their actions on
society and use their powers for the greater good,

2

rather than for personal gain or to oppress others..." .
(@ -94-96 pp)

Building on the jurisprudence outlined above, it is
evident that the independence of the Judiciary is firmly
established and safeguarded under the doctrine of
separation of powers. Accordingly, the JSC, whose
functions reflect the exercise of the People’s judicial
power, enjoys the same protection against encroachment
by the Legislature or the Executive.

Having examined the JSC as an extension of the
People’s judicial power and the limits imposed by the
doctrine of separation of powers for the protection of such
exercise, [ now turn to my duty under Standing Order No.
27(3).
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The Motion before me seeks a Resolution of
Parliament to appoint a Select Committee to oversee the
JSC’s functionality and operations. Under Standing Order
No. 27(3), I, as Speaker, hold the discretion to decide
whether such a Motion should be placed on the Order
Paper and to rule it either in order or out of order. In
exercising this discretion, I must determine whether the
objectives of the Motion align with the Constitution of the
Republic.

In my opinion, any motion, in the exercise of the
legislative power, that encroaches on the exercise of the
People’s judicial power threatening the doctrine of
separation of powers is an affront to the Constitution of
the Republic.

As such, for the following reasons, I find the Motion
submitted on 21% of November, 2025 to appoint a Select
Committee of Parliament to examine the powers of the
Judicial Service Commission in relation to the
appointment, promotion, transfer, dismissals and
disciplinary control of judicial officers out of order:

1. The functions and purpose of the Judicial Service
Commission embody the exercise of the people’s
judicial power and therefore, enjoy the
constitutional protection of judicial independence;
and

2. The Constitution does not permit Parliament to
encroach upon that power by exercising oversight
over the Judicial Service Commission’s
operations; this prohibition is reinforced by the
doctrine of separation of powers enshrined in
Article 3, read with Article4 of the Constitution;
and

3. The custody of the public purse, entrusted to
Parliament by the People in trust, confers fiduciary
responsibility but not hierarchical supremacy and
cannot  justify  encroachment upon the
constitutional separation of powers; and

4, The Constitution does not provide Parliament the
authority to inquire into, supervise or review the
functions or decisions of the Judicial Service
Commission.

The appointment of a Select Committee of Parliament
to examine matters pertaining to the Judicial Service
Commission would be a derogation of the independence
of the Judiciary and thereby, a derogation of the judicial
power of the people.

I extend my sincere appreciation to all Hon. Members
of this House for their patient and attentive hearing of this
lengthy Ruling, which I believe will stand as a landmark
in the Parliamentary history of Sri Lanka, strengthening
our Parliamentary tradition and the dignity of this august
Assembly.

Thank you.
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280 gevwd 988sd mOsTm gdENd ecsim. /@i
BE8]

OO DOIBNBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ruling ®m ¢53500 sedeed 50m & 080sIVewsy
BEOD e0RE. [ HE®] 5305 O ®OBID Dedt.

O IOE ofnem Ovm (YOrum, PW@be ©H

208® ©8:080m gt  ®ww B8EedsIned
BWIZNBDR )
(omessTyifl @ LiLosv THBT WSS - Curd@eaurssi,

CphEpFTewevsst wPmd BEr Ulallhss I ewidF LD
LTI TEBLOSTNE FenLI (PFHeVau (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

OO DOIBIBHR Do
(omedsTLfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®O B5HITNWBDRDD).
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O BOE S¥mGH D™

(omevsryLil@ Lilsv J;_'r,{_rr,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO DDNEWROB, §EHO, 0@ 928u eDDD @m®
oo ydme BEICO yOE sdsemeBs’ QI
Bowlnew, Dned Budwe cr 80 a8 avw mcmd.
[@200 28882] ©S; DN HROA, O® Bwxis) @88
e30@30wsY - [P HEO] O® WG €00y 9EE 8IS0,
@O0 OB eI BB OS] DOIBNEHROH, O
DCwmB HOB, 8O0 Bewdn amd @ Ruling dm=
5500 vdeld Im 0 Bcw WO Wi, [@aids HEB]
®® Busisy B8, w@imysewsy ghwniwed ¢dmcennd
DCH® WO OBYS Ty WO BPeed quads) vte
0. YT g¢ O LB O BedsIeny? [His
BE®] @¢ almems O BT ICH® woesy
eOR®. [Asir HEO] ©C ®mOrNe®HOAB, ¥Dn® Ruling
O 53500 el & O 8w WOBID DB, BDacw
DO . S Beso oy point of Order O sy, ©S;
DOIBNBDROB. [Drds HEB]

@6 8 8. esedd ®wm
(omevsrLfl@ o2l 1F. QuGryT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBDHR o
(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

00 ¢85 8. evelch @578 ®n.

©0 8= 8. evedd Owmn
(orenrflg oedls 1F. QuBryT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

O DOIBNBDHROSB, RIS 6wy mes, 2001 Deed
O @10 DTBNIBNGD BOY WD NEDHRO1 8Ee®sInd
0y condnowde ww o8 g88e @dd BB o.
IDORERTTO AN g¢ 988s WJy e® Bewlvw @m®
Bednc@mB. @BRDHO OndEdned 4(g) OBOLND
0D EEedTRHDO »HOB ¢lwmiew I BesIes’.
288e@sInd ©® admden A BHwWsOm m»OBIesy
GBS T HOWo.

@O0 QNGBS

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 9808, ¥ Ruling 9 ewrcd Bwdsis.
8es g EBBY 880 BOE, - [@vid BE5O]

®0 88s 8. esedc ®wmo
(orerflg oeds 1F. QuBryT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

B0 DOITNEDDOB, VIS mosTesy & DEw wdeny
BBOH; amC PeBosNw® BN 8y e wdux
BBOH. O BONEWROB, VN mSsTesy D108 O18.
[@285 2388]

@O DIBNBHD O
(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RAn® 9028,

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedms dnm
(wrevrfl@ FLLsgremt swrdm ewGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

OO DOIBNBH O
(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®07 ¢wo8B sweumo O8I n®o.

@G BBk 3088 Bwedms dnm

(wrewryfl@ FLLsgrent! swrdm ewCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

O DONNEDOB, O VIPensy ©Mecdewrsy
G BO5rn, 9w EEr @00 DeeNosNwWm ONFHw EEo
Bedz Ruling oz Beddey BeEd. o@me, 0O eOm
BOCE Ce WO BedsIesy. [@sids 558]

B OBBID DO IB R V™0
(orenTyfl@ Swhs &HETTSH V)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
®OC DANIBNBHDOA, -

OO DOIBTINBHR O
(orenTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

O OBBID WO IBEE Owma.

O BBt ¢088 BweEms dnm

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DDBNBDROB, OO B WICHHE CPo @¢sIB.

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN®IO BrxBiws Do gBivN.

@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedms dnmn
(orevryfl@ FLLsgremt! swrdm ewGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
oI, DnBen B 0537

OO DOIBINBHR O
(orevrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTsheT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Sendem Cab ¢5ivn 0.

OO DBBID WO IBED v

(oresfl@ Hwhs &HeTTSVEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

O ®OIBNIDROA, OO Vod Dsnde ecsIm.

OO QBB

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BesIs, ©S ©B5ID WS BCECm O3B0,

O OBBID WO IBEZD DvD0

(oressTyifl@ Wb &HeTTSVEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

O DOIBNIDROB, O Ved Ssniiv e¢sis). end®we
Pod DxnBiem ®IE® AT .
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O DOINEHROB, B3SO, EEedTHDD wH
Bwmwd & Beastesy smrmded 8o@Bens dEW. @®
nes’ 0@mE N8 ©OEDS Bedmydr »H® O 8w DxIn
OB VYLD Bmn BewdEnBsy vS3ed qud o »S
0D Beastes’. J Ovsm Waw® 9g WO »OB a8 e®
»BY0 9EFEed. VIR I yhFeds momdh Besless
B 80BN B0, & Ded® aedtn®
O10d0ed wewsd gBBB®OOED 85 dRden. Joud
DOR® VDS -

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIR®O & Onw ¢8w viBB. »P, ®od Ruling o=m
gm.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(omrevryLll@ FLLggrent swrdP wCsdsr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. e&ds Bewde 92 (2)
@08 ©® mO »SsIesT.

B0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 ¢w088 Swedmo O5IEns.

@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(omrevwr i@ FLLggrent swrdP wCsdsr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DOIBNBBHROB, BNDS Bewdn 92 (2) amd
@Den® 818, e® HwdDEw nE gvd W WD
Bean mdeme BERCD. 08 I8 o® 38 ydmnrw ©n weg,
O DOIBNBIWROB. 8€edB mdens 8Bwd ©o ads 8.
esedd BN DD, sorymDed 8oL DED
8E82¢cd Bodny m¥sfds. ©© Erskine May: Parliamentary
Practiced 89 go» 183 ocuxfosiey m»&B8. o® o
gD ewd WosTm BeE 00 In®ensy 9EE
B350, [@sir BE@2] ©O 0® @ WS WOBTH ecIm. It
states, I quote:

"EXTENT OF
PARLIAMENT"

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY OF

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

5@ point of Order =z eSens D HSEE Vw O
B WOBIBY Dy, ®I OB EH®o.

B0 B0duB BB OO, Beso® mBwdesd Swmo
(orerflg FaTrdug) FL L ggremnt 61, Blamd srflwium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBHD Do
(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 Beso® 8wt @535 nes.

®0 B0RuB BBe; 0O, Beso® Bl Swmo

(orenrfl@ Farrdug) 1L ggrent eTib. BlFrd srflwilium)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, just give me half a minute. My point of Order,
Hon. Speaker, is this. - [Interruption] ®° e m»
WO @¢B5IB), ©O ¢S Bwewms VER®i. [Dad
BHE@]

OO QBB

(orerL @ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0T Ben® woBwdsl ©sIfn®, RIn®ed point of
Order & Bwsis.

®O B50EuB BB 9O, Besn® 8wl Swmo

(oressryfl@ FarTSud FLULdgresmt] etid. Blerd srflwliug)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

The last sentence of the Hon. Speaker’s Ruling is a
violation of the basic standing order. Separation of
powers does not exclude Parliament from setting out
criteria for judicial officers. That is all I want to say.

OO DOIBINBHD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Totally wrong, ©&; ®355®o.
o0 88y oy¥Ydcs Owvm s adDed
2533 @)

(wreirfl@ #edls UIBTwgTan - T8lTEaL_ 6 WpHeLeurm)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

(8o g

OO DOIBNBDHR O
(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

06 Dos sNEDRO.

©C BBk 5088 Bwedms Dvmo

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

OS] DOINEDROB, ©® Ced 8Eec®Tned IE®
RIR® »OTed, -

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 88 eg®as ©BROA, VIO mike Om 2o
Beasies’. D@ O HOBTesY 2O 00 VA Ie®sy
mike &z off 5 Do.

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Speaker, I would not, in any way, try to
challenge the substance of your Ruling. But, I would like
to reiterate certain principles that we uphold in a
democracy. Those principles involve the separation of
powers of the three major branches of government. In
addition to that, each of those three branches are
bestowed with powers to promote checks and balances
within those three branches. Those three branches assume
their powers through people’s sovereignty. The
Constitution specifically states that the Executive, the
Legislature and the Judiciary, the three major branches of
power which constitute the main elements of a
democratic society, shall exercise power through people’s
sovereignty. So, people’s sovereignty has provided,
through our Constitutional provisions, that judicial
power, executive power, legislative power shall be
carried out -
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OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RN’ WO BOO @dwsl WOBT®, ©o Dute
2ne5®0. [ have given you a minute.

885 0@ Swmo

(orenryflg Fedld LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Please! I said I am not challenging your Ruling. So,
please listen.

OS] OB WO IBED Dm0
(omevsT L@ SWbHSb % [HETTSHVES)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
Let him finish.

@6 88 0g®cies Owmo

(omevsrLil@ #edlg LGB Ten)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I must congratulate you on the Ruling you made.
Of course, the author may be somebody else. -
[Interruption.] 1 am happy at the way you had basically
read out a Ruling authored by a third party. Anyway, be
that as it may, it is very important to understand that the
primacy is people’s sovereignty. We are provided with
the three branches of the Judiciary, the Legislature and
the Executive. The Legislature, which comprises of 225
Members, we derive from people’s sovereignty. The
checks and balances are also a very important component
of this process. So, all I am trying to tell you, Hon.
Speaker, is, that the establishment - Sir, I would like you
to pay your fullest attention.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(omevsrLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTdH6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, I am paying attention.

@0 885 0@ Owmo

(wrenryflg Fedls LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Why was the Constitutional Council established? The
Constitutional Council was established to ensure that you
have additional checks and balances, to check the other
branches of government. Similarly, Parliament, this
Chamber, and all of its Members are bestowed with the
responsibility to ensure that the people’s sovereignty is
protected. So, our request to have a Select Committee is
to promote and protect the independence of the Judiciary,
we are trying to promote the independence of the
Judiciary.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, now, you have to
finish.

®0 8885 @@ Dwmo
(wrenrflg Fedld LNGrwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I am going to finish, please.

You mentioned about Montesquieu and various other
authorities, but the basic fact is,-

OO QBB

(orerL @ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes. The fundamental rights jurisdiction and its
exercise come under Article 126 of the Constitution read
with Article 17 of the Constitution.

©6 885 @®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

With great respect, Hon. Speaker, let me finish.

OO DOIBINBHD O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, now, I will have to
stop you.

@0 885 eg®cis Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTeN)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I will finish soon; just give me a few seconds, please, a
few seconds of our time.

@O0 QBNWD O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)jeuiTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

I will give you 30 seconds.

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTeN)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

What I am trying to say is, your Ruling is a
derogation of people’s sovereignty; it is a violation of
people’s sovereignty; it is a violation of the Constitution.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is your opinion, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
Now, we will move on to the -

@0 885 eg®cis Owmo
(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Hon. Speaker, could I finish?

@O0 QBNWD o

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST Sj6uiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, you may finish. I have given you 30 seconds.

@G 885 0@ Owmo
(orevsryfl g Fedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Okay, I will finish.

@O DBNWHD) o
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST Sj6uidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, you finish.

©0 885 ed®cies Dwmo

(woreflg edls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Yes, I will finish within 60 seconds, please.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

No, I have given you only 30 seconds.

®6 885 0@ Owm

(wrenrflg Fedld LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I want to assert and specifically state that your Ruling,
your utterance or your reading out of a memo sent by a
third party is a complete and fundamental violation of the
Sri  Lankan Constitution, a violation of people’s
sovereignty, a violation of the fundamental and human
rights of the people!

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orehTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I totally disagree with you. - [Interruption.] The Hon.
Leader of the House.

@0 BOE SF¥vNeD Ovmo

(orenTfl@ e rémTwss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O DOIBNIWROB, OO o® B8O L WmIBTesy
RN CH ¢85 Boeww BERICD Dicwnw ¢} S 9O
e50ed8. »HYY, §E® DrecwsI® B8 0® Widenw BLBIB
MOB8. »OO D Busim 38 evdE) Bwens 95D
ce8as & D Bwnniny. 88 endE D Burim Bwieon
I B RO 9m® DJBBE DBOLD WD WD
8E8acd BB coedamuried wy BB davdecusied coect
0530y B0 e@m»O Wog 988sx BB v;FE0O &
DO» O OO Bnm B8RO eecded ©dc®n. ©w3wd script
O ¢ies’ FDO® B0 DOOH W YT ©®
Ded Seds ecwm aBDbwewsy,- [@wds HEO] amd
DHBNOBNGD O Bn® & Boers @cmemds 00 gvwens
BOwo. O9® I 988u meg BB dwndcwsied cuecd
O »OB. O® B GIcWO VIR OO BOIBLNGDHE
Drnewsy 890 BB Smwdcestensy covecE alenm,
RIS aFaBO On »OB Im 98sx HOTH Rdvxn.
[@2r BEO] &S mOrsnwemR®B, & R - [ HES]
D, . OO Ew0 elBw Bedms. [Avis HEO]
RINOBIE O . [Daddr HEO]

@G BBt 5088 vweEdms Dvmo
(oreryflg L ssrent swrdp pwlsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, shall we debate this?

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

No, it is not a debate. He was given a chance.

O BOE I GH Dwmo

(e fl@ Lwed réETwSs)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

& Ben 38Ee®@sIned L isnwemn® Drewrsy DI
@® gdsemen WO WOen edus BB v @8 VPO
B Oms. @8 Bwsisy @88, s8Ee®@xnd wn
DEB 0RO viEE WO 88 DRewmeditn OrIensy
B 0. Y, 28Eedxsin e gomw T ew§
DO® @8 b ety oy q¢ ©8Eed®xsind
0®ydmersI® ¢dE BBe® i »HOB OROBIEO
Bedsesy. [@idr HE6]

88 eFar308w 88w 15ID®
Fsildlsasliul L LGS TsiseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development under Section 19A of the Customs
Ordinance (Chapter 235) as amended by the Customs (Amendment)
Law No. 35 of 1974 and the Customs (Amendment) Act, No. 83 of
1988 relating to Customs Import Duty and published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2462/09 of 1" November, 2025. - [The Hon.
(Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]

@w0edis On HIw gl Bewlo mom 8.
FUTLTL_GFIs0 (B) 15555 Hi1_ewemull_ LI’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@0 (eedes) »BsIe swBds Lwmor (eweds ©Y
5D  gPums B  Preds) w8dded ym
8308w ®2)

(oressryflg  (sweuggwi) pofllhs Lwglevew - F&HTSTILD

wHMID Ceu@GsFear 201 & HYWWFFHID HYTFThISsS &L Fuesr

PpSHEHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

B0 WOINBHROA, Bede »OEn, Soda dBwy Y
0000 @@ 00xNeds’ ¥® Jhod Ba® BEa¢
D0 0w0d D85 SEe®sIndd 98sy wom G¢
D800 @oDi0m @It Rw BOITD WOy BEICD
28Ee05Ined 8Wdd Bewdv 119(4) ymcd BABFses ww
OB C1@) Hwo®8n BEDC Dabm0d 988ux mcS.

OO Dodmd CHed Bem® BEIC IO w¥ID ©OD
e ®mE ¥ ©18 O® ewddzn HSS.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3O@z Ses.
aflsorr MBS SBLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTmLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo

(oraryl@ (waugglut) paflbs swglsven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO DOITNEDRDOB, BEO, v@ wdus, 9B® @y
DB8@8® @@ n® dmedsy ©® 2024 Ddze wewo
enOE emdN®PD @nd »Ogn sledse WYY
BBe® qpunmred Do88m D850 9Bsxs 8.

0®® D800 8edw, BEOG e ®esn BCecTDwW
BEAC ¢1:@m alFven 0w 510 e0B 0w BE ¥r W&
O® ewedLssn ®OS.

gamas S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
aflerr GBI (5) THmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

©0 (e00es) »HEBT¢ SwBedes Ovmo

(1oredryfl@ (sweugglui) poflbs gwgleve)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

O ®mOIBNEDROA, B8 ww Y& @SnE swEmO
2@ 0dxedsy ©® 2021 wy 2022 8z wcw »E
6085 OHVCEeS Do88m Db 9eBuy »SS.
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[061 (eedexs) mrEx¢ swBde ©wma]

e®® Dilmn 38ewdn, ®BmEO® ww w®sx BowIdsTDwe
B8EaC @B ad e en m0m ©wd 00n 0wl mE @ @8
O® ewdszn S,

e E®eszd 8, estr e3®8» Ses.
afleorr aAQSHLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL LG
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (e0Dexs) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wredrifl@ (weubglwir) peflhs ewgleven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@0 ®OBNGDROB, edege, D, govad o8B
&% 08I0 DB ¢Pim1BR® DR eDs ©® 2023 Dwvw
8CW Da€nds ©¢dmed®rIned b8l WIbw R Dabmd
928 mSS.

©®® D180 8380w, aBED W 5t w®esn BCwIdDw
8¢ 38w 2B en m0m ©wHd edn 0wl BE ¥ W8
O® ewdLszn SS.

G E®eszd 8, estr es®8» Ses.
aflsarr Bl H LI (B) STDmYs GClsmeTsmLILIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (eedexs) »HBxTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrabryfle (Deuggwit) paflbs wglavea)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

®0 DOINEHROB, Ddw oy BIE @ds oLk
2@ n® 00xedsy ©® 2024 ddsw wewr @demYBE
0 @O5Y @D (§ o) (EOED) 8@r1we® Dad8m Dabmd
988u »S8.

e0® D¥mD wWOIBE sYEDO w¥» e DEED
008 BEIC qoBm adeen m0m ©Hd 0D ©wd
e @ 98 O° ewddmn IS.

gadmas S8z @EY, et O8» Se.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLILIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (eedexs) »HEvTe BwBedes Dvmo

(wrabryflg (Deugguit) pallbs gwglavea)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO ®DOIBNIWROB, Bw, 98R3O wy B wdBoem
3@ EDNEDST OO sy¥n wewsy Dabm 988us WSS.

(i) 2015 o&ww wews Bles Cowo ©RENBE O
230830000 D88z D509

(i) 2023 Obsw wcyo @EABZE WEDID DB
3Qm8ed Da&8m Da&50D;

(iii) 2024 OEmw wcws ©MRMBEE eclned®sined
085820 28w 63002 Da&:0D); et

(iv) 2024 ©bss wewy C¥ed  B»E@sIm@E
©¢8me®5Ined 8w 30R5) Da&HID.

c®® Dlm wIBE sPE®O w» e EEm
00806 BEAC @Bm adWeer Om w¥d ©On
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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CASES WITHDRAWN AND REFILED BY CIABOC AND
ATTORNEY-GENERAL FROM 2019-2024 : DETAILS
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether it is promised in the policy
statement "A Thriving Nation, A Beautiful

208Ee®xsInd 632

Life" that the cases withdrawn by the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption as well as those by
the Attorney-General will be reviewed and
suitable cases be re-filed;

(i) the number of cases withdrawn by the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption from 2019 to 2024;
and

(iii)  the number of cases that have been re-filed
after review, out of those cases?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
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DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT INFORMATION: DETAILS
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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S @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(=) @)6ar@mev, s76iT?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

O]
(i)
(iif)

(iv)
\J)

(vi)

date on which the Department of
Government Information was established;

names of the institutions coming under the
purview of the Department concerned;

number of employees currently employed in
the Department;

present role of the Department;

name of the Director General of the
Department; and

educational qualifications of the Director
General concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he accept that the -

(1) bridge connecting Periya Porativu and
Palukamam areas within the Porativupattu
Divisional ~ Secretary's  Division  of
Batticaloa  District requires to be
reconstructed; and

(i) people face significant difficulties in using
this bridge for transportation?

(b) If so, will he inform this House whether steps will
be taken to reconstruct the aforementioned bridge?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you shorten your Supplementary
Question?
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, I am trying to explain it to the Hon. Minister
because, otherwise, there is no point.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

No, you limit it to two minutes. Now, you have taken
almost two minutes.
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It is okay, Sir, because we only get to ask Questions
once in four months. We have discussed this at the
Parliamentary Business Committee as well.
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Please, shorten your Question.
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I was just concluding my Question. Please, do not
interrupt me.
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Hon Member, you have already taken the two
minutes.
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asked the Minister of Defence:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of disaster incidents reported in
Sri Lanka, the number of individuals
affected by the disasters and the amount of
compensation paid to the individuals so
affected in each year from the year 2015 up
to now, separately;

the amount of money spent on disaster
management from the year 2015 up to now;

whether he is aware that many countries
around the world pay special attention to
disaster management; and

the measures that have been taken by Sri
Lanka regarding disaster management?

If not, why?
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(o) B)eirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the volume of gas that was imported by
Litro Gas Lanka Limited from 2022 to
2024, separately for each year;

(i) whether the proper procurement procedure
was followed in importing the said volume
of gas;

(iii)  if not, the reasons for that;

(iv) the volume of gas that was purchased as
emergency purchases during the said
period, separately for each year in metric
tons; and

(v) the financial difference between an
emergency purchase and a purchase that is
made following the normal procurement
procedure?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

)
(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

whether he is aware that drinking water is
supplied to Bandarawela Town and its
surrounding areas once in seven days;

whether he is aware that similar water
problems exist also in the Diyatalawa,
Haputale, Mirahawatte, Kurukunde and
Dayaraba areas;

whether the present Government has
initiated a project to solve the water
problem in the Bandarawela, Diyatalawa,
Haputale, Hali-Ela and Welimada areas;

if so, the date on which the said project was
initiated;

the number of phases planned for the said
project;

the areas covered by the first phase;

the estimated cost for the first phase; and

the expected date by which the said project

(b)

664

will provide 24-hour water supply to the
areas surrounding Bandarawela?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the extent of paddy fields that were
destroyed due to adverse weather conditions

that prevailed in Sri Lanka in November,
2024, in acres in each district, separately;

(ii)  the reduction in the expected paddy harvest
because of this;

(i) the extent of paddy fields that have been
replanted, out of those destroyed, in acres;

(iv) whether compensation has been provided
for the destroyed paddy fields; and

(v) ifso, the details thereof?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the quantity of potatoes imported into Sri
Lanka annually;

(if)  the duty levied on imported potatoes;

(iii)  whether he is aware that potato harvesting is
currently taking place in Nuwara Eliya,
Welimada, Uva Paranagama and Haputale
areas; and

(iv) therefore, whether measures will be taken to
suspend the importation of potatoes into Sri
Lanka during the potato harvest season?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I seek an urgent explanation from the
Prime Minister on this Question under Standing Order
No. 27(2) relating to a matter of grave national
importance affecting Sri Lanka's sovereignty, the
credibility of the Foreign Policy, our international

standing and Parliamentary oversight
“The Island” of 29th December, 2025.

and reported in

The Government of the United Kingdom has imposed
unilateral travel bans and asset freezes on several Sri
Lankan nationals, including former senior military
officers, outside any UN Security Council mandate,
international judicial determination or bilateral legal
process. The Government of Sri Lanka itself described
these actions as unilateral, and appointed a ministerial
committee to examine the matter. Yet, no clear Cabinet
decision, official policy position or a disclosure to
Parliament has followed in, creating uncertainty,
domestically and internationally.

This issue transcends individual cases; it concerns
sovereign equality, due process, non-interference and
Parliament's constitutional role in oversight of foreign
policy.

Accordingly, I seek clarification from the Hon. Prime
Minister on the following:

1. Does the Government affirm that Sri Lanka is a
plural and democratic society, in which Sinhalese,
Tamils, Muslims and all other communities
coexist, following the defeat of terrorism by the
armed forces and the Police?

2. Has the Cabinet-appointed ministerial committee
submitted its report, on what date were its
recommendations placed before Cabinet, what
decisions, if any, were taken and why had they not
been formally communicated to Parliament?

3. What legal, diplomatic or multilateral options
were  considered, including recourse to
international law or international forums, and
which were accepted or rejected, with reasons?

4.  Did the Cabinet assess the implications of these
unilateral measures on Sri Lanka's sovereignty,
civil-military relations and institutional integrity
and what conclusions were reached?

5. What representations have been made to the UK
Government since the imposition of these
sanctions and what outcomes, if any, have
resulted?

6.  Has the Government evaluated the precedent this
sets for the States imposing extra-territorial
measures against Sri Lankan nationals without
due process and what safeguards are now in
place?

7. What is the Government's definitive Foreign
Policy position and forward strategy when Sri
Lankan citizens are subject to unilateral sanctions
outside  internationally  recognized  legal
frameworks?

Finally, should we not, as a nation, reaffirm our
loyalty to our disciplined armed forces and the Police and
formally acknowledge their services and the sacrifices,
whose commitment ensured the unity and security of our
plural, democratic society?

Thank you.
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He asked for time.

Question No. 02, the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan
Archchuna.
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Good Morning, Hon. Speaker! Let me read the
Question in Tamil.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT
EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT FUND AUTHORITY:

STATEMENT BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND PLANNING
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Speaker, first, I will answer the Question raised by
the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake under Standing Order No. 27
(2) on 27t November, 2025.
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01.  During the year 2025, the process of handing over
of issuance of Treasury Bills and Treasury Bonds
from the Central Bank of Sri Lanka to the Ministry
of Finance was commenced in accordance with the
Finance Act and the PDMO Act. Therefore, this
issue would be addressed, upon the completion of
the takeover process, from 01% January, 2026.

02. If a policy decision would be taken and finalized
in this regard, we would keep the House informed
in the future.

03. a. The total asset value of the Fund as at 31%
October, 2025 was Rs. 4,894 billion.

b. The composition of the EPF’s Investment

Portfolio as at 31* October, 2025 is given in

208Ee®xsInd 684

In all the years, except in the year 2022, the yield or the
rate of return given by the EPF to its members had been
higher.

04. The Answer given in No. 02 above applies.

05. As a long-term fund, EPF follows a passive
investment approach. Further, as indicated, a
defined Governance Framework that includes
firewalls between EPF investment activities and
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka functions to prevent
and avoid possible conflicts of interest is
established.

06. (a) The Annual Report of the Fund, which
includes the financial statements, the
Auditor-General’s report and other relevant
information, is submitted to the Ministry of
Labour for subsequent presentation to
Parliament.

(b) Requirement of actuarial valuation does not
arise since EPF is a defined benefit plan
that accrues member balances based solely
on earned income.

07. Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers had been
obtained for procuring an IT solution for EPF.
Accordingly, arrangements are in place to design a
comprehensive IT solution collaboratively by the
Department of Labour and the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka. Also note that some facilities such as
online access to EPF monthly contribution

the table below.
Book Value s
Instrument (Rs “000) Composition
g"ver,“.mem 4,616,977,889 94.34 %
ecurities
Corporate Debt 22,135,467 0.45 %
nstruments
Listed Equities 191,160,756 391 %
Unlisted Equities 45,171,692 0.92%
Other 18,650,000 0.38%
Total 4,894,095,804
a. The investment composition of the

Employees’ Provident Fund - EPF - is
primarily driven by available domestic
market opportunities. Given the substantial
size of the fund, market opportunities
remain limited. As a superannuation fund,
investment in fixed-income securities is
prioritized to ensure consistent, long-term
returns.  Government  securities  are
considered as the lowest-risk investment
instrument and the most practical major
investment option, given the size of the
Fund.

b. The details of returns paid by EPF on
member balances prevailed at end of each
year from 2020-2024 after paying 14 per
cent Income Tax, with the comparison of
other market indicators, are given in the

table below.
1 Year [Commercial
IRate of [Rateof |Fixed [Banks’ lAnnual
IReturn [Return [Deposits|/Average IAverage
Year [0 EPF |offered by [rate of a|Weighted [Inflation
IMember [EmployeesMajor [Deposits ICCPI
IBalances [Trust Savings [Rate (2021=100)
(%) IFund (%) [Bank [(AWDR) (%)
(Vo) (%)
2020 9.00 8.00 5.25 5.80 4.60
2021 9.00 7.50 5.50 4.94 6.00
2022 9.00 8.75 | 12.00 14.06 46.40
2023 13.00 10.00 8.00 11.64 17.40
2024 11.00 10.00 7.00 7.53 1.20

payments and accounts are available in the current
IT system.

08. The Code of Conduct applicable to all staff of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka is published on its
website. For that, refer to https://www.cbsl.gov.1k/
en/about/organisational-structure/governance-
codes-and-policies.

®F 08 O €0zB% DV

(oreirfl@ roll menTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, it is not there on the website. 1
am asking a specific question. I would like an answer for
that, for it is being evaded all over.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

First, let me finish the Answer. Actually, the Code of
Conduct is a detailed and a lengthy one. Therefore, I
cannot read it out. So, that is on the website.

09. No policy decision has been taken on this until
now.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Then, the Answer to your second Question raised on
21.08.2025 is also a detailed one. Shall I table it or do
you want me to read it out?
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IMPROVING EXPORT EARNINGS AND

ATTRACTING INVESTMENTS: STATEMENT BY
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Question raised by
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake on 21.08.2025 is as follows:

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

A detailed Answer is given in Annex 01. I will
just read out key figures. In 2026, the target is US
Dollars 23.6 billion, In 2027, the target is US
Dollars 28.3 billion. Likewise, it goes up to US
Dollars 36 billion.

All relevant sectors are expected to grow in line
with the projected growth up to 2030. Depending
on global market dynamics and volatility, the
growth strategies will be tailored.

The impact of the newly imposed Trump tariff on
Sri Lanka’s export earnings would be the net effect
of the behaviour of market forces in all the
countries in the medium to long-term. The
Government of Sri Lanka has made successful
bilateral negotiations to reduce the increased tariff
and further, proceedings are underway towards
bringing a positive impact on the country. Overall,
the impact will be dependent upon the conclusion
of tariff negotiations by other countries,
particularly the ones in the region.

With the view to facilitate the export target of the
Government, all possibilities are being explored to
access new markets through the set of policy tools,
including entering into new free trade or
preferential trade agreements with countries in
which trade creation is positive. Among the key
factors of the criteria are, the market potential,
possibility to enhance the already signed
agreements and emerging opportunities.

In line with the changing global dynamics,
strategies are implemented to export high-value-
added products to promote best use of resources.

Again, a detailed Answer is given in Annexes 02
and 03. I can outline some of the key factors. One
is, investment facilitation through the Bol and
even through the recently passed Colombo Port
City Economic Commission (Amendment) Bill.

The Government supports the Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises - MSMEs - through several
concessional credit schemes to enhance access to

08.

09.
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finance, through which the export-oriented
MSME:s can also meet their financing needs.

Accordingly,

1. the Small and medium-sized Enterprises
Line of Credit Project - SMELoC -
sponsored by the Asian Development Bank
was funded up to Rs. 7 billion last year and
for 2026, another Rs. 6.1 billion has been
assigned.

2. For the stimulating package for re-energizing
the micro, small, and medium-sized
enterprises sector in Sri Lanka - that is, the
Re-MSME package - Rs. 20 billion has been
allocated annually for both 2025 and 2026.

3. The Agriculture Value Chain Sector
Development Programme, an ADB-funded
Programme for US Dollars 70 million, will
commence in 2026.

4. Another SME  sector development
programme funded by the ADB amounting
to US Dollars 120 million will also
commence in 2026.

So, including these SME packages and other
financing packages, the Government has set
aside Rs. 96 billion altogether in the Budget.

To address collateral-related challenges in
conventional lending, the National Credit
Guarantee Institution Limited - NCGIL - was
established with ADB support and
operationalized in February, 2025. During
the period, NCGIL has issued 458
guarantees worth Rs. 1.7 billion for loans
worth of Rs. 2.5 billion, including nine
guarantees of Rs. 59 billion for export-
oriented businesses.

Upon conclusion of the facilitative regulation, it is
envisaged that approximately 2 per cent of GDP
would be realized as FDIs through the Bol, the
Port City and other investments to non-Bol
entities as well.

There are three incentive schemes available to
investors:

1. Under the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of
2017

2. Under the Strategic Development Projects
Act, No. 14 of 2008, which is being
reviewed; and

3. Under the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021, which was
amended recently.

Those incentives are rules-based rather than
discretionary.

Details relating to these incentives are
available in the respective institutions and
organizations.
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10.  Yes. It is expected to build sufficient reserves to
ensure that debt servicing is managed, as planned.

It is a very clear fact that from the very beginning,
there was fear and scepticism that the Government
would not be able to reach the Gross Official
Foreign Reserves somewhere around US Dollars 7
billion. It was just hanging around US Dollars 6
billion. But, we managed to do this while allowing
all these importations and continuing debt
repayment. So, I am happy to announce that by the
end of 2025, the Gross Official Foreign Reserves
amounted to US Dollars 6.82 billion.

Sir, I table* Annnexes 01, 02 and 03.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe, you have exceeded your
time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You may
speak until the lunch break, which is due at 12.30 p.m.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. S.M. Marikkar, we have to suspend the Sitting
for lunch. So, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

Just give me one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Business of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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Tourism)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, before I get
onto my speech, I would like to congratulate Professor
Nishan Canagarajah, who had been knighted in the 2026
King’s New Year Honours. Professor Canagarajah was
born in Sri Lanka and is also an alumnus of St. John’s
College. He is the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Leicester. Therefore, I would like to congratulate him in
Parliament.
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with the Hon. Prime Minister against the vicious attacks
on her personal affairs. It is unacceptable, especially
being the Prime Minister and also a female politician.
Therefore, we condemn those vicious personal attacks,
even though we have differences of opinion regarding her
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Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Madam, I am asking you to refer to the Standing
Orders. Because I am reading from its English version,
sometimes, you may have the Sinhala version and there
may be a difference in the Standing Order number. In the
English version, Standing Order No. 92(2)(b) should be
considered together with Standing Order No. 92(1)(e).
Standing Order No. 92(1)(e)8 c®ec»® Beazdo:

“shall maintain silence while another Member is
speaking and shall not interrupt unless the Member speaking
gives way;...”

&, point of Order &= esNeEdB »O. w8, point of
Order ®m= »®, Standing Order No 92(2)(b) - ®ed g
Bedsiesy English o - ade e®ed Bw Bedmda:

“In making a point of Order, a member may not speak
for more than one minute and may not speak on the question
under consideration.”

Madam, point of Order ©=z=f »®, whatever the
proceedings that are going on and unless there is a
Division, we have the right to speak. So, you do not have
to ask the Member who is speaking whether he gives
way. Please understand that before sitting in the Chair.

Thank you.
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Actually, we are in a net minus position of US Dollars
53 billion. So, under any standard, from whichever point
you look at it, it tells us that we are in serious trouble;
even the IMF says that. So, if we are in serious trouble,
we have to take serious action and that has to be by us as
a team, as a nation. We have to rise up with the people.
There is no point in just engaging in traditional rhetoric,
criticizing people, talking about the past and doing silly
things. That is not how we can move forward.
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“Traditionally, promotions within the Judiciary have been
granted on the basis of seniority. In the recent past however,
there had been occasions where this principle had been
departed from. If seniority has been overlooked on the basis
of merit, it is observed that presently there are no clear or
established guidelines governing the assessment of merit in
granting such promotions in the Judiciary. This absence of
transparent criteria risks undermining the fairness and
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Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha do
now take the Chair.
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“Workshop to Validate the Curriculum and Educational
Materials on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) for School
Adolescents in Sri Lanka”
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88edg €86 moxIm. It further states, I quote:

“Further, following a recent discussion with the Ministry of
Education, it has been proposed to develop and conduct a
nationwide Training of Trainers (TOT). Programme for teachers,
focusing on effective communication of CSE for students in Grades
6and 7.”

©® CSE BwsIesy, Comprehensive Sexuality Education.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.34 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 20th January, 2026.
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