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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)

V)

whether the Ministry has initiated a
programme to identify children suffering
from diseases such as autism in advance
and to provide them with therapeutic
treatment;

if so, the year in which the said programme
was initiated;

the number of hospitals at which paediatric
specialists are serving;

out of the said hospitals, the names of those
that operate clinics to provide care for
patients with diseases such as autism; and

whether provisions have been allocated to
provide the necessary infrastructure and
other facilities to those hospitals?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Privileges . It states about the functions of the
Committee. sg§edB o= »O8, I quote:

"(a) a complaint that is submitted to the Parliament, by a
Member of Parliament,...”

8efedr’® dw @0 submit mIH eIz @zn, Not to
the Speaker. It states "submitted to the Parliament".

“...with reference to a matter in respect to a violation of ethics
and rules of the Code of Conduct of the Members of Parliament or a
violation of the Privileges of the Parliament or a Member of
Parliament, shall be examined,...”

So, it is the duty of the Committee, not the Speaker.
The Speaker cannot decide whether it is a matter of
Privilege or not; the Committee should decide.
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NATIONAL ACCOUNT RATIO, ANNUAL INFLATION AND

NATIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH RATE FROM 2004-2014:
DETAILS
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(=) @eirGpeb, sreir?
asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House in relation to the years
2004, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and
2014 -

(i) the ratio of the national account in each
quarter;

(i) the annual inflation and the national
economic growth rate, separately;

(iii) whether the national inflation rate
reconciles with the annual growth rate of
the national revenue; and

(iv) if not, why?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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2004 6.0 6.0 49 49
2005 5.2 6.4 6.9 6.4
2006 7.8 7.7 7.7 7.4
2010 7.1 8.5 8.0 8.6
2011 9.8 72 9.2 7.6
2012 16.1 9.7 5.2 6.8
2013 3.6 5.9 4.0 0.5
2014 1.3 22 5.1 10.6
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2013 6.9 34
2014 33 5.0
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(M

(ii)

(iii)

total number of applications submitted in
the Jaffna District for solar power grid
connections since 2020;

number of applications that have been
connected, approved and are pending for
grid connection; and

reasons for delays and the measures being
taken to expedite the pending connections?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)
(iif)

whether there are allegations of illegal
activities by certain CEB officials in
relation to selected individuals;

the actions taken to ensure fairness and
transparency; and

the steps taken to establish an independent
grievance handling mechanism?

(¢)  Will he further inform this House the -

@)
(i)
(iif)

progress made towards achieving the 2030
renewable energy target;

number of approved renewable energy
projects in the Northern Province; and

measures taken to strengthen coordination
among CEB, ADB and local authorities to
facilities solar panel grid connections?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Thank you very much, Hon. Minister, for your
Answer. Hon. Speaker, I wish to know from the Hon.
Minister whether there is any tentative time frame to
issue solar power facilities to the public in the Northern
Province.

O3S )0 BeE Dvm

(oressryfl@ Grr gQweETLy)

(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody)

Actually, there is a big deficit in the transmission
network facility. We are now planning it and in the
meantime, we are calling for financial support from
international donor agencies and banks. We are expecting
to reinstate that facility by 2028 or 2029. It is happening
now. We need, at least, two or three years for that. We
have especially focused on the Northern and the Eastern
areas.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Thank you very much.

Sir, the second Supplementary Question will be asked
by the Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) the number of students admitted to State
universities for the years 2024 and 2025,
separately;

(if)  the number students, out of those admitted,
who are children of public servants;

(iii) whether the Mahapola  Scholarship,
bursaries or hostel facilities are provided for
those students; and
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(b)

(iv)
If not, why?

if not, the reasons thereof?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of liquor shops existing in Sri
Lanka, at present;

(i) whether he is aware that a court decision
has been issued to the effect that when
liquor shops are established, they must be at
least 100 metres away from places such as
temples, churches, mosques, kovils and
schools; and

(iii)  the number of liquor shops that have been
established as at present in compliance with
the aforesaid decision and in violation of the
decision, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) only one Divisional Secretariat has been
established for each of the Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions of Hanguranketha,
Walapane and Kotmale in the Nuwara Eliya
District; and

(ii) as far as the number of people living in the
said areas is concerned, it has become
problematic to provide the services needed
by those people through only one
Divisional Secretariat in each area?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that two Divisional
Secretariats should be established for each
of the areas mentioned in (a)(i) above; and

(i)  if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Question under
Standing Order No. 27(2) raised by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake on 24t October, 2025 is as follows:

1. e The 5 per inflation target for Sri Lanka
reflects the structural characteristics of a
developing and a small open economy,
which faces greater exposure to external
shocks,  supply-side disruptions and
exchange rate volatility. In such a context,
aiming for a very low inflation target would
be excessively costly in terms of output and
employment.

e Empirical and historical evidence also
supports the appropriateness of the 5 per
cent target. According to historical context,
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between 2009 to 2021, inflation averaged
around 5 per cent in Sri Lanka and from
1978 to 2008, the average inflation was 12
per cent per annum.

Further, quantitative analysis using Sri
Lanka’s historical data revealed that
maintaining the inflation target around 5
per cent helps maximize economic growth,
to which the statistical models are used to
gauge these average calculations.

From a policy perspective, targeting an
inflation rate as low as 2 per cent at initial
stages of inflation targeting would
necessitate maintaining persistently tight
monetary conditions, which could suppress
investment, slow down economic recovery
and raise unemployment, outcomes that are
undesirable for an emerging market
economy. Therefore, the 5 per cent target
strikes a balanced approach under the
Flexible Inflation Targeting - FIT -
framework.  This allows sufficient
flexibility to accommodate temporary
shocks ~ while  anchoring  inflation
expectations at a credible and realistic
level. For the same reason, most of the
emerging market and  developing
economies, in general, set inflation targets
above 2 per cent.

Monetary policy decisions in most
countries are made on a broader
perspective,  considering the overall
macroeconomic conditions to maintain
price stability, rather than only considering
the interest cost to the Government, which
is only one stakeholder of the economy.

Under the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Act,
No. 16 of 2023 - CBA, the primary
objective of the Central Bank shall be to
achieve and maintain domestic price
stability. Under the FIT framework,
monetary policy decisions are guided
primarily by the objective of maintaining
domestic price stability and supporting
sustainable economic growth. Several
factors such as inflation developments and
outlook, economic growth outlook, external
sector developments, monetary sector
developments, fiscal developments and
overall financial market developments are
taken into consideration in monetary policy
decision-making. Fiscal implications are
among many such factors for consideration.

Under the FIT framework, the Central
Bank is responsible for formulating and
implementing monetary policy while
managing a flexible exchange rate regime
aimed at achieving and maintaining
domestic price stability. In this framework,
the exchange rate is determined largely by
market supply and demand conditions with
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limited intervention by the Central Bank
solely to smooth excessive short-term
volatility. Accordingly, the exchange rate
acts as a shock absorber under this
arrangement, thus helping to avoid building
vulnerabilities in the economy. Historically,
attempts to maintain exchange rate stability
beyond the economic fundamentals have
proven to be unsuccessful.

The 1 per cent depreciation has both
positive and negative impacts on different
stakeholders. For example, there are
benefits to exporters, remittances and the
tourism industry, whereas a negative impact
on importers.

Maintaining and achieving inflation around
5 per cent helps anchor expectations and
supports currency stability by promoting
confidence in the domestic monetary
framework. A credible and consistent
inflation  target reduces speculative
pressures, supports orderly exchange rate
movements and strengthens
macroeconomic and external stability in the
long term.

The medium-term inflation target of 5 per
cent is expected to ensure overall price
stability, which is essential for sustaining
economic growth and maintaining public
confidence.

The nominal GDP reflects the total value of
goods and services produced at current
market prices and therefore, includes the
impact of inflation. In contrast, the real
GDP is adjusted for inflation and provides a
measure of changes in actual production
and economic activity.

The target of 5 per cent is set with several
considerations such as the historical
inflation trends and all those things are also
basic macroeconomic factors.

The inflation objectives, therefore, seek to
introduce price pressures, enabling the real
growth led by productivity,
competitiveness and value addition, rather
than nominal gains arising from inflationary
pressure.

The Central Bank also supports the
enhancement of real economic growth,
supported by structural reforms and
productivity improvements.

Following the peak level of inflation of 69.8
per cent in September, 2022, inflation has
been brought down to low levels through
appropriate policy actions. Inflation is not
maintained above 5 per cent.

In terms of domestic savings, maintaining
inflation at a stable and predictable level
helps protect the real value of savings by
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preventing a rapid erosion of purchasing
power in deposits and fixed-income
instruments. Stable inflation also helps keep
real interest rates steady, which, in turn,
encourages long-term savings and financial
planning.

In this regard, a well-defined and credible
inflation target helps reduce the erosion of
domestic savings by serving as an anchor
for price stability. When the target is clearly
communicated and consistently pursued, it
helps shape public and market expectations
about future inflation.

Following restoration of price stability after
the highest level of inflation historically,
there is evidence of improved market and
investor confidence. For example, the
sovereign rating of the country was recently
upgraded by all three rating agencies by
several notches.

The Central Bank and the Government
maintain a coherent macroeconomic policy
framework, anchored by prudent monetary
policy, fiscal consolidation and a market-
determined, flexible exchange rate. These
policies have helped anchor inflation
expectations, rebuild investor confidence
and strengthen macroeconomic stability.
For long-term foreign direct investment,
this environment offers both stability and
growth potential.

According to Section 26(4) of the Central
Bank Act, "The Minister and the Central
Bank may review the inflation target and
any other parameters relating thereto once
in every three years or in such other
intervals, if exceptional circumstances so
warranted."  Accordingly, the current
inflation target, which was set out in
October, 2023, remains in effect for a three-
year period.

So, in future, if needed, we can consider
adjusting it.

No. Inflation being targeted at 5 per cent is
appropriate.

Meanwhile, a flexible exchange rate will
allow timely adjustment to the exchange
rate in line with the fundamentals and
external shocks, thus helping to maintain
export competitiveness.

Greater predictability of inflation for
exporters will help their business planning
and investment process.

Under the International Monetary Fund
Extended Fund Facility - IMF-EFF -
Programme, the Monetary  Policy
Consultation Clause - MPCC - has been
introduced to monitor monetary policy
performance in line with the domestic price
stability objective.
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10. e As indicated in response to the Question
No. 7 - this is connected to the Question
No. 7 - the review process of the inflation
target for the next three years will

commence soon.

Sir, since this is a lengthy Answer, I skipped some parts
of it. Therefore, I would like to table* the full Answer.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have taken extra three minutes
already.

®G DOE IFBNBH Dwmo

(oresr Ll LD rémrwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 DONEWROB ¢8 DEewediny eDm, VIH
e hed eDBEDO yOremw HOSID.

400 DRews’ OO ®ONEBHROB, B8 Hnd o®
DBwwd 20 8OITD 3B DY LHBm Drewsy D1cos
WO G @ Oond 43, 5o 6 @dennm BesIm. ged
O5iE wedths® W WD, @¢ 9Buy WI® WSe
8Ea¢eD; 0® Howle vrm.



505 208Ee®xsInd 506

[06 B3OE c¥snwm @vnn]

O  ®OBNEHROE DI HD, O
gy 8edm Dnewsy Sac B8O Yoy 0. eDBBYEIeDd
sricowsy o 8 83 “rulehn® OFwd Emoced
)R HwBEY 819010 eem Guw. ¢ Y DHEOCEO 988ss mS
Bedmrdn, eOm Om. @8 “mm BYHB eucfes 88w O®
OGS D evEs ¢ statement OmE v WO Beadmdr. OF
wews’ @0md, "We strongly condemn the United States
of America’s military aggression against the independent
and sovereign State of Venezuela and the abduction of
democratically elected President Nicholas Maduro and his
wife" enedsl. 88 0® ng edhdeamw mO Bedn Bods of
O¥esy, ® 0O 088 Bwd OIFwy HBsNed a8
B8wxImn ywdBOCO Oy 3B ecen Bwm OB&. a8
¢B BR300 @ ecimed eBdynien CODE Ol
SBsied ywss BEadevnm mnO8 m»O@n mIsIesy.

O BONEDROB, O nEe @@imd P & SO
@%Ice, DHOWE Bus) O & 6ed 8Buysied yadmws.

00 BB OO & 9O @ eme WO W BB
O O HBed wdimw 1945 ecim gddewsy
ser B @Oy . In ecm® ccwn. ecimed
vonw Ble it %6, & Bustes! ecim w0 ©wd
OO0 ¢RW® WO FHwWDEw BHBHC WO ECRIMWO ©;0HD)
00 @@ c@eed 1945 oo LBved wdimed
yxdBe B8Euxn Bw. afnd® a8 ed cOdc lifeline
o, I®. oCIDe® o - ¥® OFO e - Yom
CODBE @l emthw WO yodry CODE WC1€w®,
ooy ® JOm® Beam lifeline o= e®mule? o=
DRews’ OO, eEW® e IO OFwx ¢8 O0n
0@ gBB08m»O Bedmd Becy BEoxim Om
Bosmmcd. 00 8o 88wd oCIim w®xd g1y eCIn®
lifeline = 208 Sm. eOBBYEID ewd e8m0d ovd emed
end JO ewog e Bum Om Boews BT vy, &
Ged 85y Bwun edm CO® WYGHDOS e0edRB. glime,
88000, grdoBedme Dred ODE 0m® ded “mmded
M OFensy @500 & SODE Gedy) edmed Sy O 9m®
50 aFGBROF ecs ¢80 cvemrm. e@ime, & COOF
©80m @D Y. OF DOIBNGDROB, OBBYEO
osfenmoy, Fifth Republic Movement exfswz, United
Socialist Party of Venezuela Bws smfews ggog 254 &
GO E»®B WO Bedm D VIR Id .
RIPOTE Ay ememn) i yoosy, o® ggdg 255
Bded & 6O e@imndic weg BwE. ©® I8 6D vsin
O 00 €s . OO BOITIR EBICHC; FRED Do8md
3%OD OB @ D(RIEHECI D @D,

@@ grinddBm Dacwsy BEwx eddE; achievements
versus outcomes. @0BB@cE® 2000 8O 2025 e
SO, 2u®imd, eweds 0de, FBHRO BeRH
28B8¢, 9838m ©@08AMB, CEROBG, s POWBHWIDWD
Bwem 0@ o1y On eCImed a3nEHBm .01 CoBwnt
D80 wmE WO BedmDr. eDBBEEed 25 gfoidem
Fede) EHG o0 20 AT yoosy, 2000-2014 v
2014-2021, 80 &@¢ ¢80 Daews’y. 2014 Bwem gfdided
08 e0BBYEDO OWe “mues ¢BSITAD BOAD
5¥esy. @oidm @ins SO Bedm gBB08mE Bedn
e0BBYeed 2014 edmemd, poverty, sharply reduced,

inequality, significantly reduced and health access, greatly
expanded. 0o free health Bgen O @008, S».
80D mores DReOWsT wewe a8 BB widw Visit »SEo
Bedmrydn. & 6O g8 Dwed free health Bgen cOw esnedE.
G0 BDBRD eRi)D »nO& free health enwsned, for the first
time. Education access omfemy, dw @O free
education Bgeed 538 o=, 200057 sedeed free education
#ed. Economic output ox¥emesf, growth fueled by oil.
RIROIE ¢Bimdn e0BBEE® ALBA Bank @8 cxmyeq
308008 ¢¢d mOm BB eddE wig dO. 2014 ¢,
inflation was managed via controls; food security was
improved via subsidies. 0@z oden SO eE®
eOBBHEIeD DB Bty M8 ®Sde, YsY dYsTed 5O
BPennd Dtn ougd oevmads. Caracas Bwosiesy
0®y8emewsI® shanty town o=, @¢ ecimed efoidemO
O8O e0dE e Bedmy O dDBBYEW. ©O & o
BesIm D@D . Caracas »odw  oxm®
0®ySemewsI® shanty town dmw 883wO BPeed. ge Soo
809D OO eOHmE 0D Beadmdr. SWoE ©¥AWIHBH ®
2 BROES e, 8O videwd 20148 ©w®dm gods. 2014-
2020 Des0DE ©@®W® G0 seded e@imnle Yo ed? There
was a crisis and a collapse. With regard to poverty, there has
been a catastrophic increase. Inequality increased
dramatically; @=fez0® (8 @05 0.

@B, DBBIWDO wONI® Oe®? OBRBYE®
3e®8m00 B51dWD BBO® ecww HOE ¥ §1e®@3med
BeeddDed RBBO Odded W . & Beso
eOBBHEIeD OBDSme 88¢d Carter Centre &= Baco
Beamd, ocinmed Bedm B38¢d ©BDSems BeCo.
©BO0em emthn BYen. ©® «® VBOceH o B
Beamdr. 80 sded o® wdxdwm Bw 2020 calos
eOBBYEIO D19 €. A1 ® COMO OW® O AR, &
000 8@ eDB. g¢ BYOD 00 Beamleoms ImOE.
80 wddedd 2021 gers 2025 ¢ 0DRBEEIed goedy
e®mx d¥m fight 6@ 590D edmed edxsI 05T wfmo.
2021 ge 2025 cdmywsy dden HBed Di8mdE
ol Bgeed? Poverty improves slightly; inequality,
»0@ ewic smO; health access, gradually increasing. &
B Seodes’ wod o®m dxm wdsy »o®sy, 2021
e 2025 ¢ @ BE VOVOWO - ewig LOVVWO®
@008 - avfer Woens BeAMD. H©I W DNIEHROSB,
©® 0® »ig BDed I»&.

@® 510 OBO Ve “mee pedtled Bomew DO
a3, S, @® 8510 9RO, 0@ YyEme dFm O e¢wn
Bedmdn. & o@imale? 48 Ded CODEO #dm0 Eyen
ey B0, @80 OWwr “HBsTed system Om OB
aos0es8. O® Jy, dFwn Smee eBND @¢ DB
ofes  HHBSed w@dmed @B 31BxY @dx
eI, atnbhBm .8 3585Y @O edsimy Bl
O Bedmyd Bees. & 600 & 288w Bedms. & 5ed
B0 B5ics 8@ oY, 908 LrNIeBn® v Woevs
Bedsiersy. m»H@, dFws HBsted w-Bdme Bestesy
CCIDW® & Ofm BDmwE. IO Y& ewo, OFewsy
Emees. O Emses q¢ 0@imBsie 9O edxTm Bl
=6 Beansiexsi? UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, UN Women, UN Pupulation Fund, UN Human
Settlements Programme, UN Democracy Fund, UN
Peacebuilding Commission, UN University, UN Water, UN



507 2026 #5203 08 508

Energy 0@ g8y, & 00 88w Beanmds. »@x, 0
@z’ umOsm wirerd ©0m ecwm. e
international organizations e®s¢? Colombo Plan Council
domns OFws smuce ¢85 eOmn. OO Bdnd gres
eComw 0® ¢DEed ©® wwInn* B,

qud cuvemm, dWews Emue et d5c®® UN
OO OB By Dol Be. In o) alsy edsiend.
DY, @ud Bedn of e@mwe¢? ¢sd UN d» ¢dani. gmo
2101880 BusIm Qv »0ems 0B, OO Drndewsy
gDesy WO®D, ©T WOINEDROA. wONS gw BwEe
Bedmrdn OO g, "®¢edd ¢8nd8, ImB8sA8, mH@ Swe
aGenn B B8w O088" Bwes. OO g@mo Bsig
8OO Oy ewey s & BwuE Bedmd. Dul B3¢
BeommEE WEE 9@ Bled ©BOSem Behlewnt
Daewsy. dnemd On® BDDw, & Gedldd 0dm JOBsY
o ¥3 cHweom Gw »O® HBwmDr BwEd? @D
c@mle? CODFDE wemwsied @lim® BedsIm
3005y, Y, & v® Oddes Bw® »OE OO AW
Clem »H® Em 0dmr ®WIBIH), E D1088. ¢z e®imnle
woes’? ey s 8O osiery »yB0 adw D088,
e®wr 1088 Bus) 9 050ed8 a8 ¢Brlesy. ¢8 ¢Bm od
0@n8. dFur HBTed wdmed ywsBe BwodOm
DOOBTHO ¢ gdasB. & Bwo g0 a3t BIwd
O BoBsTed wodiamyw gDOBE.

a3»0® UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for
Road Safety §es oggem. o0 mGznemn@8, UN e’
5ImHD  @8®  @OW®d wOITD OFws HBTed
OveEmOn®ed Sods Bewddnewsy. ®n® Ferrari deoxf
champion emexs. ©® Bwe® mdend oEImw Ded
wstesy. 998 ged OO ¢ ®mIT® @B8. &, UN o»
Bednm Ben. 0®ime, 88 Aem® ¢wieny mnw; 053, dues)
SBsied wdmed e® ywsB Yo, »3 cEEowm»®
DO »H® I & 00 vO:E enedd, god OO
A, & B 00 mdemed BesIm @88, a8 ded
code lifeline &= wiecsiesy UN Charter & Bwod®m 5O
o8 Bem dm. & Ben 88 o oFdes HBsfed ywdB
B Om BEO 005edst corig v gnid Bwm EGdded
508 9s3es’.

OO eDED BYC OIm. eDeW® BRBE.

@3 3008588 W GE.
fleaTIT TRSSMIDLILIGCIIDD .
Question proposed.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuideir)
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Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka. You have
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri. You
have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up. Would you please
wind up?
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(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)
Sir, give me only a minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Business of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

Aedd® SO emmEd 0wE®O ¢ HQO» Y, @.ewo.
1.000 2202 8050 &

QBTG Ywiey (B)ewL BMSGSILIL (B,  Li.L1.
BT RS GBI BISDIY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena, you have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of
Transport and Highways)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena, your time is up

@G (eedexs) yusim gencds Swm

(orenryflg (sweugglwir) Lilysessre @ esmrGae)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera. You have
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The Hon. Imran Maharoof. You have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda to the Chair?

@G (Dbs) BwirIn gededm wmo (Sese o
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(orewryflg (Currdflwi) Hflagrbs HCuGsFer - ailehepmer

wHmIb CBTOBIL LI HEDLOEFFT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Chrishantha Abeysena - Minister of

Science and Technology)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. CHANAKA MADUGODA took the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I must thank the Hon. (Mrs.)
Samanmali Gunasingha for bringing in this Motion on
quite an important issue.

Sir, actually, the social structure of Sri Lanka has
changed. Today, both parents are compelled to work to
meet the rising cost of living. Also, single-parent
households are increasing. Yet, our public support system
has failed to evolve and to bringing about a system to
look after the children who are left at home without the
care of the parents during the daytime. It is a very serious
matter. Thousands of school children are Ileft
unsupervised before and after school hours, not because
their parents are irresponsible but because the State has
not provided for an alternative structure for their safety.
This is not merely a children’s issue, but actually an issue
of child safety, child development and social equity.

Sir, many children spend long hours alone at home,
on the streets or in unsafe environments.e®no®zs
¢GO83 @8R »mBTBHE BNABD el wmd. 88 @wd
eE 008 Gw. OmemO O, ¢8 Dedd ¢d®® & w®
D5® §3wo; Doensy Biw. a8 euEcE® mer. I»
OB ecw. HYT ¢ HFTOW OPSHEWT® edBE.
Therefore, 1 say that there should be, specially, proper,
well-structured day care centres attached to schools or
operated at the community level. That would address
these issues. I think the most important thing is, we may
have to bring in some supporting service more than a law.
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I do not agree that there should be a law, but it should be
a supporting service provided as day-care centres at the
local authority level, the provincial council level and at
educational institution level. That is important.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.34 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 09th January, 2026.
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