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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS, SRI LANKA
BILL: PETITIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(i) Recommendations submitted to the Hon.
President by the Finance Commission for the year
2026 in terms of Subarticle 4(a) of Article 154R
of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

I move that these Regulations and the
Recommendations be referred to the Committee on
Public Finance.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, 1 present the Performance Report of the
President’s Fund for the year 2024.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Annual Report of the State Mortgage
and Investment Bank for the year 2024.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the-

(1)  Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development under
Section 20 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the
Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969
amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 and published in Gazette Extraordinary No.
2465/07 of 01* December, 2025; and

ced el BEIE m0m ©5%red
Da820D

STFTHIS BF uHPlw GueilsT 9 mlésemns
PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

O35 HEBen CrszCen V™o

(omessrLyfl @ amiagent rmegesmerT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
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Government)
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Gunawardana)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

@O0 DDIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00 Bewde 27(2) wdew yamw, oo wds oyg®cs
®®Hmo.

esed®E®O G ® 8e®xT grgy y@»w
H6vfl 9 Mlaild BV cLpev aflesrm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

@m8wed dBws ews O B8y® WO ®E®
B3®
Qa&mriwm CeusweVeumiilIL|&HTeT LiLIbbdHesHL

gIL1Lilg 560
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara. You

have nine minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, you may commence
your speech.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
®0; Bewdss mDNEDROA,-

@06 Beadts mOrzEHROs

(oressryfl@ gl surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, what is the point
you want to make?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I think we have discussed this
before. Also, I think we have allotted enough time for
today's Debate. We need to think of the Parliament staff
also. They need that break; it is for their benefit also that
we have allotted those 30 minutes. Therefore, I suggest
that we go on as scheduled. We have allotted plenty of
time for this Debate, Sir.

@G 885 0@ Owm
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we all are quite aware of the
magnitude of this problem. This is not the first occasion
on which we have debated this issue. The Hon. Leader of
the Opposition and the Members of the Opposition have
had enough time to talk about this. Yesterday also, we
had a full day to debate this. Even previously, we had
time. And, this is not the only forum in which opinions
could be expressed and decisions could be made.
Therefore, on behalf of the Government, we propose that
we go on as scheduled with the half-hour lunch break.
Thank you.
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(omrevwryLilg Lrdld surpTLsi Sjauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. We will go on with the usual half-an-hour lunch
break.

Hon. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, you may commence
your speech now.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, your time is

up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, your time is

up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake. You have 10 minutes.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Ananda Wijepala. You have 11 minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Ranjith Madduma
Bandara?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ananda Wijepala, you may proceed.
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have nine minutes.

[11.16 a.m.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the recent disaster is such that
any government would definitely be overwhelmed by the
magnitude and the scale of it. Therefore, there is no point
in criticizing any government. But, when we discuss
matters relating to this, we are entitled to point out certain
shortcomings and those must be accepted in the spirit of
things.

As it were, we have noticed that people from all over
the country have come forward to generously assist the
affected people. Different religious organizations also
came forward and people gave leadership. As a Member
of the Kandy District, I must say that the Chairman of our
District Development Committee, the Hon. Minister K.D.
Lal Kantha, the Hon. Minister (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil
Senevi, the Hon. Deputy Minister Nalin Hewage and
several people came forward to help. Even our Chief
Opposition Whip, the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka
came with machinery to help remove the garbage. Of
course, the Hon. Fasmin Sharif, Member of Parliament
from Gampola was also with me at several meetings
where we were discussing immediate measures to be
taken. Sir, I must also take this opportunity to thank the
Akkaraipattu Mayor and former Minister, the Hon.
A.L.M. Athaullah, the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah,
Member of Parliament who came with the entire team of
the Kattankudy Urban Council, the Chairman of the
Addalaichenai Pradeshiya Sabha, Mr. A.S.M. Uwais, the
Chairman of the Eravur Urban Council and former
Member of Parliament, the Hon. M. S. Naleem, the Hon.
M.S. Uthumalebbe, Member of Parliament and the
Chairman of the Pottuvil Pradeshiya Sabha, Mr. S. M. M
Musharraf. They all came with heavy machinery to
remove all the garbage from the Gampola area, which
was worse-affected and also in Gelioya, Kalugamuwa and
various other places in Udunuwara and Udapalatha areas.

The Local Authorities of Udapalatha and Gampola are
controlled by the Opposition. Yet, I must say, the
Government also lent enough support and enough
assistance to work together with other opposition parties
to relieve the burden handled by the local authority
members. All of them participated in a united way to
somehow do their bit to save people from this disaster.
But, the disaster relief machinery has been very slow to
respond. In certain areas, the administrative machinery
has taken a little time to get into action, but yet some
things are now beginning to happen. But, of course, the
relief measures have not reached the people. Yesterday,
the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, too, pointed out these
matters.
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Immediate disaster recovery measures must be taken
by the Ministry of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education and the Ministry of Health and
Mass Media. Now, the Wattegama Hospital has to be
shifted to a different place; it cannot be left to be there.
Therefore, immediate measures have to be taken.

Whether it be health or education, we need to do a
quick needs assessment. That is why, when I spoke in
Parliament on the very first day after the disaster, I asked
the Government to call for a donor conference. Of course,
the Government has now announced that a donor
conference is to be called; the Hon. Minister Vijitha
Herath had said so. And, the “Daily Mirror” states that the
Government is to call for an international donor
conference and a needs assessment mission has been
sanctioned by the World Bank to do that. But, the local
officers have to assist quickly to do the needs assessment,
not only to restore the damaged infrastructure, but also to
ensure that the country is disaster resilient in future
disasters.

I must also say that we have to bring former projects
into operation again with the assistance of multilateral
agencies, the World Bank and the ADB. One is the
Climate Resilient Infrastructure Project, which was a big
programme the World Bank, the ADB and various other
bilateral donors also put money into to carry on various
disaster resilient infrastructure programmes. That had
been discontinued and it has to be put back on wheels so
that we can have substantial funds flowing into that.

Also, when I suggested the idea of bringing former
leaders of this country into this effort, people started
mocking at me, laughing at me and criticizing me. What I
said was, if you make an appeal to the former leaders of
this country to come together around one table and make
an appeal to the international community, it would have a
symbolic  impact. Former President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga had met the Hon. Prime
Minister and made a donation from the Bandaranaike
Memorial National Foundation. That is welcome. Then,
there are also other Presidents who, of course, maybe,
politically, your rivals, but who could sit together and
make a common appeal with the President, and it would
make a symbolic impact as far as the international
community is concerned. That is why I said, forget about
political differences today. All of us have come together at
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the local level. So, why can we not do it at the top level?
That is what matters when it comes to international
assistance. So, do that even if it is late, but it is not too
late. The fact is, when a disaster happens, the delay in
every day matters because the attention of the
international community could turn on to different areas.
We know that already the Ukraine issue and the Gaza
issue are there. So, the attention of the Middle East and
Europe is already focused elsewhere. Therefore, we need
to get our closer neighbours to lead the effort to call for a
donor conference. I hope it would be expedited so that
enough funds would flow in.

Also, I must call for an immediate restoration of the
entire Gampola urban area. The Gampola Town is totally
inundated. Every infrastructure had been destroyed; all
the businesses had suffered; there is hardly any resident
who had not been affected. Therefore, a special urban
regeneration programme together with a proper drainage
plan must be implemented with the assistance of the
UDA and the SLLRDC for the Gampola Urban Council
area. Such is the situation in the Gelioya Town as well
and we have also seen such other small villages close to
the river like Kalugamuwa, Parana Elpitiya and various
other areas, where we had to remove piles and piles of
garbage. We had finally completed that. This morning,
too, our machinery had been working in those areas. I am
quite glad that we were able to contribute at least in some
small measure for the last two weeks to bring some relief
and compensation to those areas.

The other issue is about the buffer zones. When it
comes to rivers, particularly major rivers like the
Mahaweli and its tributaries, we need to have a proper
buffer zone identified with the assistance of the NBRI,
the UDA, the DMC, the Irrigation Department, the
Mahaweli Authority and the SLLRDC. We will have to
bring all those agencies together and decide on the buffer
zone so that we would ultimately be able to determine
which houses could remain there, the residents of which
houses have to be shifted or relocated, which houses
could be repaired and ultimately, what the buffer zone
would be as far as the policy is concerned. The buffer
zone would differ from place to place because of its
geographic location, the height and in low-tide areas. So,
these matters have to be given complete attention. I must
again thank former MP, Hon. M.S. Naleem and various
others who had assisted us with heavy machinery in
attending to these matters.

Together with that, we must also talk about the issue
concerning insurance. Now, the insurance regulator must
be approached because insurance companies are finding
ways and means to avoid paying insurance and that is the
biggest problem. When a disaster like this strikes and
when an insurance cover is there for fire and floods,
sometimes they hide behind the fact that a cyclone does
not come within the stipulated package to give relief. So,
these matters must be paid attention because those
companies have reinsurance. This is why reinsurance is
there; their risk is mitigated by reinsurance. Therefore,
the insurance regulator must be called upon by the
Government to keep a careful eye on how much of
insurance is being repaid to the affected in those areas.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, the Hon. Prime Minister, who is also the Minister
of [Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education, is here. As far as schools are concerned, 140
schools had been impacted in Kandy alone and a few
have to be relocated. Therefore, a proper needs
assessment has to be done very fast. Also, make sure that
you consult the local school communities - the school
development societies, past pupils' associations and
various others - so that you would not take a decision that
would finally not be accepted by them. So, that
consultation has to be held without delay. The Hon.
President is expected to come to Kandy again and I hope
the Hon. Prime Minister, too, would find some time to
come and listen to our problems and try to give some
solutions.

Thank you.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Prime Minister. You have 15 minutes.

[11.27 a.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, first, I must inform the Hon.
Member that I have already been to Kandy and that I have
every intention of returning.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. K. Kader Masthan. You have six
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. K. Kader Masthan, you have only one more
minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Namal Karunaratne. You have 11
minutes.
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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Hon. Ravindra Bandara, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna. You
have six minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, your time is

up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we have one more speaker left before
lunch.

G @638 98 Bedotr DvIBw

(wressryfl@ (HHwa) Crranlef grf alGmrder)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

& Beso OO 0widnzn mOmD, o dm OsEEGmDE 835
00857 DnsIeEE vy YL dFD® ®S miensy I

B0 & BIOEY 0o W ®OYH WIOBIB BBEo.
erv® esngeens yamwWE g edmdy; O/L Swivnes, A/L
Bvw Bwu®n DR Bwr ®5I5) ¢sd 98 D500, @@DH
OswmemE @B O yd»HOEO BOHE Swueg® owded
IO 00D OVEH Yo hed OB5T Om, OB O
9288w0® wmdr, 60 Boewdds DONEDROB. O
Omem0 D1EOEs »PT Im, 00E I» ¥Wemd® DB
8853 Bedmd. RYGIOC @DEOE Beam O I 9o
WO 80enD) WHeEO 0B8ewsy ¢& ®WHD. OB
Bu® @8wd D@E Wi e8¢ ©0 OB SO
861 dR8.

@6 Berdss HAOr1zNEHRS)

(oreirflg LWrgdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, your time is

up.

®6; @638 8 Beddts DvaIBa

(wreirflg (Hpwg) Crranlst guwrf allGmrser)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

O WD 9WOBRE @dwsy WOTHO, ¥o; Bewdss
DONEDROB. eRBTO® ewidged, SCHYed BBy o®
@O Gyew o¢mdr. OBy »Eed OwriBewsy
emBemg @R MOOBID), WA R BSOBIH,-

@6 Bewrdss HSOr1zNEHD)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will have to call upon the next speaker.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, R998w@0 20 »n¥sc 10 e¢simnd®. D
gDy WOBID.

G @6IBH 98 Bedotr DuIBwe

(wresryfl@ (HHwd) Crranef grf alGmrder)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

@0 Bewdds DONEDmROB, 0 »d DS
@¢sIBy.

e® Omem0 aesmc 30,0008 Becy ows A
Bedmn. ¢n 38 ydm 8 0@ Bedrlesy. & Hw ©©
Bemds 0® BBYsIO 008 emedE @dd »C oIm
D wIw eI BB DeN® IBHO ©v8wed
edxYesy, ®ewsy D196 B0 enIzN B3N Dred DE.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surprwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka. You have three
minutes and your time starts now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, your time is up.
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THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am so happy that you are in
the Chair. I know your magnanimous nature would help
us speak a little longer. On that particular basis, ®® ©®
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& B0 090008, 0® ed eyen @0 cOmO, WE can
obtain premium funding or premium financing through
this so that we would not to lose even the premium that
we pay. Sir, with your permission, I would like to table*
two letters issued by the National Insurance Trust Fund
Board and Allianz SE Reinsurance Branch, Asia Pacific.

Sir, after this disaster happened or after Cyclone
"Ditwah", foreign institutions were able to state the
damage that had been caused. The United Nations came
up first with the physical damage caused, on the basis of
the geological survey done, obviously based on satellite

* getmmeed D .
* BieD BlensVIS SN0 6061 BLILIL (HleiTeN ).
* Placed in the Library.
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images. They were able to get it done because it was such
a devastation. I do not think any country could do it by
itself. Then, the World Bank came in, intimating what
type of collateral damage had been caused. But, I would
like to call upon the Government to ensure that, prior to
the foreign elements coming into Sri Lanka, that our local
teams do their estimate. #%Bm daewsy Bedm god
DEBENBe® #EmedInd gdenEEr gdenm 8O 5O gwd
o5y BaIm. o®me, & ¢ @i8EE 8 000 0®m
2dnels; megrs, Jomsy aed 00 eCim fOw 8¢
@08, When a disaster of this nature happens, the
collateral damage caused - whether it be the deaths or
damages to roads, buildings, houses, hospitals, schools et
cetera - is immense. With regard to this particular
disaster, we see that there had been structural damage as
well as economic damage and we have got to look at
fiscal reconstruction, if we are to go forward. We have
got to bring back the capital lost, achieve macroeconomic
stability and the liquidity process must be restored at this
particular moment.

Sir, rebuilding Sri Lanka has to be done with
togetherness. We must set aside our political differences,
the different political shades and ensure that we move
forward so that Sri Lanka would be able to have a very
forward-looking future. Also with regard to capital
restoration, we must ensure that the capital lost and gone
is brought back for us to recover.
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[At this stage, the Hon. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
entered the Chamber.]
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Just give me two more minutes, Sir. Your generosity
is the best we have seen.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, please wind up now. There
is a limit to my generosity also.
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Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran. You have nine
minutes.
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Hon.Thurairasa Ravikaran, your time is up.
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Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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The next speaker is the Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper.
You have four minutes.
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I am just about to wind up. Before that, I would like
to say that today is a very historic day, which has no
connection to the Debate going on. Today, the third
confirmed interstellar object - Comet 3I/ATLAS, as some
people may know- passes closest to the Earth and is
watched intently by the world's great space powers,
NASA, ESA, China, India, and Russia. This enigmatic
visitor behaves unlike anything known to modern physics,
forcing science itself to question its limits. Perhaps, this
moment reminds us that the universe is far larger, and far
less lonely than we once believed.
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister

of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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1t being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.07 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Tuesday, 06th January, 2026, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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