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04. Preface 
 

The Annual Report 2023 has been prepared based on the information and performance of the 

achievements and special projects undertaken by the National Authority on Tobacco and 

Alcohol (NATA). In this Report, the information has been provided based on the key 

performance of NATA. 

In term clause 14 of the financial Act No. 38 of 1971 and Guidelines of Good Governance, the 

NATA is required to prepare this Annual Report which contains the information on the 

performance of the Authority, Annual Accounts and the Auditor General’s report. 
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05. Our Vision and Mission 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision 
A country and people free of Tobacco & Alcohol use. 

 

Mission 
Mobilizing all social sectors to liberate our society from 

harm caused from Tobacco and Alcohol. 
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07. Key Objectives & Functions  
 

Key objectives are, 

 To identify the broad and specific policies in relation to Tobacco and Alcohol (and other 

narcotics) for protecting public health. 

 To eliminate Tobacco and Alcohol related harm through the assessment and monitoring 

of the production, marketing, advertising and consumption of Tobacco products and 

Alcohol products. 

 To make provisions discouraging persons especially children from smoking or 

consuming alcohol by curtailing their access to tobacco products and alcohol products. 

 To promote, adopt and implement clean air laws and restrict availability spaces to protect 

the community from tobacco and alcohol. 

 To propose and promote all other measures, including cessation of tobacco and alcohol 

programs necessary to prevent harm from tobacco and alcohol to the population. 

 

The main functions are, 

 Advise the Government on the implementation of the National Policy on Tobacco and 

Alcohol. 

 Encourage and assist health promotion through media sponsorships and community-

based projects. 

 Recommend measures to minimize the harm arising from the consumption of tobacco 

products and alcohol products. 

 Recommend measures in consultation with the National Dangerous Drugs Control 

Board, for the elimination or minimization of illicit drug use. 

 Recommend legal, taxation, administrative and other measures necessary for the 

implementation of the National Policy on Tobacco and Alcohol. 

 Monitor and evaluate the implementation of such policy. 

 Evaluate the impact of policy measures and advise the government on such 

modifications to the Policy as may be necessary. 

 Encourage and assist research on issues relating to tobacco and alcohol. 

 Monitor economic, health and other issues relating to the production, consumption and 

marketing of tobacco and alcohol products. 
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 Conduct, promote and co-ordinate research in relation to the use of tobacco and alcohol. 

 Secure participation of all necessary governmental or non-governmental agencies and 

private sector organizations in the implementation of the National Policy on Tobacco 

and Alcohol. 

 Encourage active community participation in the implementation and monitoring of the 

National Policy on Tobacco and Alcohol. 

 Receive communications from the public on issues relating to tobacco and alcohol and 

to recommend necessary action in relation thereof to the implementing agencies. 

 Act as the coordinating agency for all activities carried out by the government and non-

governmental agencies and organizations relating to minimizing the harm arising from 

the production and consumption of tobacco and alcohol products. 

 Monitor the progress of all investigations relating to tobacco and alcohol. 

 Liaise with local, regional and international organizations on issues relating to tobacco 

and alcohol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Authority on Tobacco & Alcohol 

Annual Report 2023 

 

13 
 

08. Chairman’s Review 
 

I have the pleasure of presenting the Annual report, 

audited Financial statement, and Auditor's report 

for the year that concluded on December 31st, 

2023, on behalf of the Board of Directors. By 

virtue of the National Tobacco and Alcohol 

Authority Act No. 27 of 2006, the National 

Tobacco and Alcohol Authority (NATA) was 

founded in that year. The main Authority for 

Alcohol and Tobacco prevention in Sri Lanka is 

the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol. 

Performance 

Under the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol Act, No. 27 of 2006, authorized officers 

and the Authority have taken 1381 legal actions. At the Colombo Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel 

Auditorium, 30 participants successfully completed the certificate course and received certificates 

from the hands of the Hon. Health Minister Keheliya Rambukwella. The Authority was able to 

conduct a Certificate Counseling Course (Third Batch) on Alcohol and Tobacco Prevention. Online 

and practical components were covered in the course. For the certified instructors, review sessions 

were also held.  

The Authority received a total of 7,972 calls in 2023 through the 1948 quit line and there were 

1,958 advisory calls. 

In every province of Sri Lanka, initiatives to protect school children from the influence of the 

Alcohol and Tobacco industries started to be put into place. A campaign was started to influence 

students' perceptions of Tobacco and Alcohol. The first step towards this in 2023 started with a 

meeting of instructors and students from 20 schools under the Matara Regional Secretariat's 

jurisdiction. 

From May 1st–4th, 2023, the Vesak season, which centered on Ambalangoda Sri Sangharaja Maha 

Vihara, hosting an exhibition booth and a program to educate the rural community about the 

prevention of Alcohol and Tobacco use. There was an awareness program about the negative 

effects of Alcohol and Tobacco on society and health. 
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Anamaduwa Primary Hospital held an awareness program and an exhibition stall under the Primary 

Health Services Strengthening Project (PSSP) to inform the public about the true effects of Alcohol 

and Tobacco use. There, information regarding Alcohol and Tobacco was discussed formally. 

NATA has taken an initiative to launch a project aimed at educating Tobacco farmers across Sri 

Lanka about growing alternative crops. There is a video about the above project's development that 

focuses on the Buttala region. This was accomplished under the topic of "Promoting Alternative 

Livelihoods," the 2023 No Tobacco Day theme. On May 31st, 2023, which was the National No 

Tobacco Day, the video was screened at the Colombo Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel Auditorium. 

Farmers who grew Tobacco were thus informed of the significance of switching to other crops. 

The Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel in Colombo hosted the World No Tobacco Day celebration on May 

31st and June 1st with the theme "We need food, not Tobacco." Participating in that was Dr. Alaka 

Singh, the Representative of the World Health Organization for Sri Lanka, and Dr. Keheliya 

Rambukwella, the Hon. Minister of Health. On this day, the GATS Executive Summary was 

released. There was also a recognition of health officials who helped establish Tobacco-free zones. 

A workshop on community- based interventions for Alcohol and Tobacco prevention was held. 

They were empowered to address Alcohol-related issues in the community by participating in and 

receiving the knowledge, skills, and training that public health nurses were offered.  

To strengthen the RESET project—which focused on bolstering the policy of Alcohol prevention 

in Sri Lanka— presented the results of their most recent work to the government on December 

19th, 2023. 

The preparation of an annual report that includes the Authority's creation of a comprehensive tax 

system for Tobacco, Alcohol, and sugar products was expected. Here, a tax simulation module was 

presented.  

 

In the Nuwara Eliya District, a program was launched on October 9th, 2023 to enable the 

communities of ten schools to resist the influence of the Alcohol and Tobacco industries. Teachers 

and schoolchildren took part in this program. 

 

On October 10th, 2023, the Ambewela National Youth Corps Auditorium hosted a Tobacco and 

Alcohol prevention program for Ministry of Youth and Sports officials. Plans were made to provide 

the Youth Corps participants with the information and abilities they need to address Alcohol-

related issues. Here, educational modules were used to raise awareness. 
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To reduce the negative effects of smokeless Tobacco use among plantation workers in Sri Lanka's 

plantation industry, a community mobilization was carried out. Seventy-five plantation workers 

took part in it, with the Dessford plantation in the Nuwara-Eliya district being the main focus. Here, 

the NATA Institute officers actively engaged with knowledge from the community. 

The area can foster a healthy atmosphere by curbing Tobacco's spread. As a result, Sri Lanka has 

begun implementing Tobacco-Free Zones and at the Regional level there will be 260 such zones 

by 2023. In parallel, a meeting involving sixty employees of the Nuwara-Eliya district's public 

health department was conducted on October 12th, 2023. 

St. Thomas College hosted an awareness program about Alcohol and Tobacco laws, the value of 

legal frameworks, and the effects of young children's Alcohol and Tobacco addiction which 

involved 400 students in the program.  

Exhibition booths were arranged by the Battaramulla Government Information Department with 

the intention of fortifying the primary health system. NATA had a booth where they displayed in 

an exhibition stall the negative effects of Tobacco use on one's health. 

On October 26th, 2023, at the NTC Auditorium, 130 employees of the National Transport 

Commission's interprovincial bus transport service participated in a Tobacco and Alcohol 

prevention program. Here, the awareness of the negative effects of Alcohol and Tobacco use on 

the body, mind, and society was raised.  

On November 7th, 2023, at the Anuradhapura Youth Corps Center, a Tobacco and Alcohol 

prevention program was presented to the officers of the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs and 

the Anuradhapura Youth Corps members. There were sixty youths involved in this. Developing 

their capacity to resist outside influences served as a guide for the necessity of acting as change 

agents in their communities through skill development workshops and motivational sessions.  

The Authority's Facebook page boasted 4,122 followers as of 2023. The authority has 28 followers 

on Instagram and 194 subscribers on its YouTube channel. There is a range of 5,000 to 6,000 hits 

on the Facebook page. 

Twenty-nine movies were reviewed, ant it was found that 19 of them violated the NATA Act by 

including scenes of alcohol and cigarettes. The public Performance Board has been informed to 

take necessary action. 

 



National Authority on Tobacco & Alcohol 

Annual Report 2023 

 

16 
 

Through the V-NATA media application, the Authority has gathered information and inquiries 

regarding media violations and has taken legal action in response to those inquiries. Between 

January and December of 2023, this mobile phone software was used to receive over 35 complaints 

from the general public. There are twenty officers (employees) in total who have registered through 

the V-NATA authorized officers App. 

The Chairman participated in the fifth meeting of the Global Ministerial Conference on Patient 

Safety, which took place in Switzerland from February 22–26, 2023. The Chairman also 

participated in the third joint meeting of the Bureau elected by COP9 and MOP2, while 

representing Sri Lanka at the World Health Organization's Conference of Parties (COP) and 

Member of Parties (MOP) meetings, which were held in Switzerland from March 25th to 2nd April, 

2023.  He was nominated and elected as Chairman of Committee A for the MOP meetings. 

The Chairman attended the WHO's Regional Conference on Data-for-Action and Acceleration of 

Tobacco Policies in the Southeast Asian Region, which took place in Nepal from May 3rd to May 

5th, 2023. From September 4th to September 6th, 2023, the Chairman was present at the FCTC 2023 

projects' annual meeting in Montenegro, and also participated in the PreCOP10 and PreMOP3 

Regional Consultation Program on Prioritizing Tobacco Control in Southeast Asia, which was held 

in India from October 10th to October 13th, 2023. 

Public Health Inspectors took the initiative to create Tobacco-free zones, which was created with 

the intention of promoting limited tobacco product sales and non-use. The Authority assessed the 

implementation of Tobacco-free zones and found that nearly 260 of them were currently active. A 

meeting was held to evaluate the Public Health Inspectors who worked to establish Tobacco-free 

zones. 

A Tobacco and Alcohol prevention awareness program was held on November 8th, 2023 with a 

focus on seven schools in the Anuradhapura district. Particular attention was given to the schools 

that fall under the Anuradhapura Municipal jurisdiction.  

On November 13th,2023, at Sethsiripaya Stage II, the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol 

hosted a program for professionals working in print and digital media channels that practice 

responsible media reporting. Here, it was mentioned how important it is to report responsibly and 

how media coverage may affect public opinion. Through case studies, instances where media 

organizations made valuable contributions was examined. On December 5th 2023, forty 

representatives from Sri Lanka Customs, Excise Department, and Police attended a meeting to look 

into ways to reduce the illicit trade in Alcohol and Tobacco. A Tobacco and Alcohol prevention 
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awareness program was held for students of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on December 

11th, 2023. 

Fifty students from St. Henry's College, Ilavalai, Jaffna participated in a program on December 

12th, 2023 which aimed to empower school communities in the Jaffna district of the Northern 

Province, to resist the influence of the Tobacco and Alcohol industry. 

On December 28th, 2023, at the Auditorium of the Sethsiripaya Stage II building, a registration for 

the Certificate Course in counseling on cessation and prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol were 

held for the (fourth batch). 

Human Resource Development 

The Authority employs 14 people as of December 31st, 2023, including an Accountant, a Legal 

Officer (Contract Basis), an Administrative Officer, three Development Officers, a Research 

Officer, Management Assistant and two Counselling Officers (Contract Basis), two Laborers and 

two Drivers. The Authority offered the fundamental welfare services that the employees had been 

requesting. 
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09. Directors 
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Health.  
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10. Director’s Report 

 
The Directors have pleasure in forwarding their Report and Audited Accounts for the year 

ended 31st December 2023. 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 

The principal activities of the Authority in the year 2023 are, 

 Necessary legal measures to counteract and monitor Tobacco and Alcohol industry 

interferences. 

 

 Identifying measures to monitor economic, health, and other issues relating to the 

production, consumption, and marketing of Tobacco and Alcohol products 

 

 Necessary training on cessation and prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol for relevant 

parties and strengthening of the 1948 quit line service.    

 

 Development of Educational materials for awareness and advocacy programs 

 

 Conducting the Symposium on Tobacco and Alcohol control (National Symposium on 

Tobacco and Alcohol Prevention)   

 

 Awareness of the general public and especially relevant parties about the magnitude of 

passive smoking and air pollution caused by Tobacco smoke 

 

REVIEW OF AUTHORITY 

The state of affairs of the Authority as at 31st December 2023 is set out in the Statement of the 

Financial Position on page 66. An assessment of the Authority during the financial year is given 

in the Chairman’s Review on pages 13 & 18. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

Future developments of the organization are given in the Chairman’s Review on pages 13. 

PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT  

The movements in plant, machinery & equipment during the year are set out in Note 14 in the 

financial statement on page 68. 

ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

 

The principal accounting policies of the Authority are set out in the Statement of Finance 

Position on pages 82-86. 
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GOING CONCERN 

 

The Financial Statements are prepared based on the going concern concept. The Board of 

Directors is satisfied that the Authority has adequate resources for its operations in the 

foreseeable future. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS 

 

In terms of the provision of the Finance Act 1971, the Auditor General is the Auditor of the 

Authority and had carried out his annual audit of the financial activities of the Authority for 

the year ended on 31st December 2023. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Alan Ludowyke 

Chairman 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol 
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11. Report of the Audit Committee 
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12. Corporate Governance Report 

 
The Board of Directors is responsible for the Governance of the Authority. 

DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors consists of one Executive Director who is the Chairman and four non- 

Executive Directors. The Board of Directors consists of the Chief Executive Officer who is the 

Chairman, four non- Executive Directors, and nine Ex- officio representatives. During the 

period under review, nine board meetings were held in the year 2023. 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Authority Management Committee is headed by the Chairman of the Authority. The 

Committee comprises General Manager, Accountant, Legal officer and Administrative officer. 

Management Committee makes decisions on the day-to-day operations of the Authority, 

implements the policy decisions and strategic objectives as well as makes recommendations as 

necessary for Board of Directors to take policy decisions.  

AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Audit Committee is constituted in accordance with the ‘Public Enterprises Guideline for Good 

Governance’ and Public Finance Circulars. 

The Audit Committee is appointed by the Board and comprises three non-executive Directors 

of the Authority. The Director who represents the Ministry of Trade chairs the Committee. 

The Audit committee independently examines and evaluates the activities of the Authority. The 

Internal Audit function is carried out by the Internal Audit Unit of Ministry of Health in 

accordance with their “Internal Audit Plan”. 

During the period under review, four Audit Committee meetings were held. 

The Audit committee report is set out on page 25. 

INVESTOR’S RELATIONSHIP & PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 

Authorities are established, owned and operated by the Government on behalf of the public. 

Therefore, the Board of Directors and Managers of the Authority are responsible for managing 

the Authority under the Ministry of Health as the line Ministry and the General Treasury of the 

Finance Ministry. 
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Annual Report, Annual Accounts, Annual Budgets, Quarterly Performance Reports are 

forwarded to the same authorities, fulfilling the above responsibility. 

Throughout the democratic world, Parliament, consisting of elected representatives of the 

people, has been accepted as the ultimate authority on Public Finance. 

The Annual Report which embodies the performance of the Authority, Financial Statements, 

and Auditor General’s Report is tabled in parliament for review by the Members of Parliament. 

“Being a Public Enterprise, the Authority is also accountable to the “Committee for Public 

Enterprises” (COPE) of the Parliament. 

REMUNERATION POLICY 

The Authority’s remuneration policy is set out on the recommendations of the Management 

Services Department of the General Treasury. The Director’s allowances are paid in 

accordance with the applicable circulars by the General Treasury. The Employees’ salaries are 

paid on salary scales issued by the Department of Management Services of the General 

Treasury. 

INTERNAL CONTROL 

The Board has a responsibility to ensure that the Authority maintains a system of Internal 

Control, which is designed to provide reasonable assurance that all transactions entered into by 

the Authority are properly authorized, recorded & reported. 

A Functional Organizational Structure is in operation. The staff consists of a General Manager, 

an Accountant, a Legal Officer (Contract basis), an Administrative Officer, two Research 

Officers, six Development Officers (Permanent post 04, Contract basis 02), two Counselors 

(Contract basis), a Management Assistant, Two Laborers, and Two Drivers. Each officer 

reports to the Chairman and the General Manager. The General Manager reports to the 

Chairman and the Board of Directors.  

The National Procurement Guidelines are followed by the Authority in order to maintain the 

transparency of the transactions and thereby giving equal opportunities to interested parties. 

The Annual Budget which included the capital budget are approved by the Board and 

forwarded to the Ministries of the Health & Finance. 

 



National Authority on Tobacco & Alcohol 

Annual Report 2023 

 

28 
 

 

13. Our Team 
 

13.1 Recruitment of the Chairman 

 

Dr. Alan Ludowyke has been appointed as the Chairman of the National Authority on 

Tobacco and Alcohol (NATA) with effect from January 25, 2023. 

  
 

Figures 2,3:  Appointment of Chairman at National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol  

 

14. Progress in the year 2023 (1stof January to 31st of December 2023) 
 

14.1 Legal Actions 

  

14.1.1 Legal actions taken by Authorized officers. 

 

Authorized officers have undertaken prosecutions under the NATA Act. 

Table 1 Prosecutions undertaken by Excise officers under NATA Act 
 

 

 

 

The nature of the offence No of prosecutions  

Offence of selling Tobacco products to minors 174 

Offence of smoking in public places 146 

Total 320 
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Table 2 
 

Prosecutions undertaken by Police officers under the NATA Act 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Offenses (According to the NATA Act) Number of 

causes received 

in the year 2023 

31. Prohibition of the sale of any Tobacco product or Alcohol product to 

persons under twenty-one years of age 

37 

32. Prohibition on installation of vending machines for dispensing Tobacco 

products or Alcohol products 

5 

33. Prohibition of the manufacture or sale of Tobacco products which are 

prescribed 

6 

34. Prohibition on the sale of Tobacco products without health warning and 

the tar, nicotine content in each Tobacco product 

59 

35. Prohibition of Tobacco or Alcohol advertisements 3 

36. Prohibition of sponsorships 0 

37. Free distribution of prohibited Tobacco products or Alcohol products 0 

38. Offences relating to trademarks of Tobacco products and Alcohol 

products 

66 

39. Offences of smoking in an area to which the public have access 366 

43. Miscellaneous Offences  459 

Total cases 1001 
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Offences (According 

to the NATA Act) 

MOH Office PHI Range The amount 

of the penalty 

Number of 

causes  

Labelling Anamaduwa Mahakubukkadawala Rs. 24,000.00 10 

Under 18 Dickwella  Urugamuwa Rs. 4,500.00 03 

Smoking in Public 

Place (Others) 

Wariyapola Wariyapola Rs. 30,000.00 13 

Labelling Hasalaka (Minipe) Ulpathagama Rs. 4000.00 01 

Unauthorized sale Dehiattakandiya Sadunpura Rs. 25,000.00 04 

Smoking in food 

premises area (others) 

Ududumbara Hunnasgiriya Rs. 3,000.00 01 

Labelling Damana Damana Rs. 125,000.00 02 

Smoking at Public 

place (others) 

Wennappuwa Thambarawila Rs. 2,000.00 01 

Labelling Kotagala Bogahawatte Rs. 5,000.00 02 

 Weerambugedara Bulupitiya Rs. 8000.00 04 

Under 18 Kotawehera Girilla Rs. 2,000.00 01 

Labelling/Smoking in 

Public Place (Others) 

Kattankudy Baduriya Rs. 254,000.00 04 

Labelling smoking in 

Public places (Others) 

Kattankudy Baduriya Rs. 254,000.00 04 

Under 39 (Others) Mahiyanganaya Mahiyanganaya Rs. 8,000.00 04 

Open area smoking 

(Others) 

Thamankaduwa Polonnaruwa Rs. 2,000.00 01 

Smoking and allowing 

smoking of Tobacco 

products in public 

places (Others) 

Weerambugedara Bulupitiya Rs. 8,000.00 04 

Public place smoking 

(Others) 

Alawwa Bayawalana Rs. 2,000.00 01 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3 Prosecutions undertaken by PHI officers under NATA Act 
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14.1.2 Legal activities taken by the Authority 
 

NATA has taken Legal Action against several violations of the National Tobacco and 

Alcohol Authority Act in 2023.  

14.1.2.1 Flavored Cigarettes   
 

Numerous legal cases have been filed all over the island regarding "Flavored Cigarettes" and 

a government analyst report revealed that the relevant products violate Regulation No. 01 of 

2016. Court appearance against Flavored Cigarettes and action was against Flavored 

cigarettes has been taken. These cases are being heard in court.  

 

14.1.2.2 Continuous Film Review 
 

NATA was included as an observer on the Public Performance Board. NATA was able to make 

an influence on the Board to refrain from granting approval to some Sinhala Films where it 

contained Tobacco and Alcohol Advertisements and also NATA Directed the Public 

Performance Board to mosaic any Tobacco or Advertisement in foreign films as well during 

the year 2023. 

14.1.2.3 Alcohol License for Super Markets 
 

The NATA is a party respondent to the action on giving licenses to super markets by the 

Department of Excise and has been taking steps to stop advertising within Alcohol Licensed 

Premises. 

14.1.2.4 Regulations 
 

The drafted new set of pictorial health warning regulations and the point-of-sale regulations 

were presented to the Hon. Minister of Health. 

14.1.2.5 Action against smoking in enclosed Public Places 
 

Actions were taken against several places including, several malls and five-star hotels for 

violating the section 39 of the NATA Act.  

14.1.2.6 Violation of Section 35 (1) of the NATA Act No. 27 of 2006 
 

Lion Brewery Ceylon PVT Limited was in violation of the above section. NATA took action 

against the company and with legal advice NATA took steps against the displaying of the 

TRADE MARK Lion/Bear Company.  
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14.1.2.7 VNATA Violation App 
 

Public complaints have been received through VNATA Violation App. Accordingly, action 

against said parties has been taken by the Authority. 

 Complaints were received that an Alcohol manufacturing company was engaging in 

advertising at various places. By promoting the company's trademark in this manner, 

there has been a violation of Section 35 (1) of the National Tobacco and Alcohol 

Authority Act. Notifications were made so that the authorized officers would take 

action against it. 

14.1.2.8 The Social Media Violations 
[ 

The Social Media Violations were a huge challenge to NATA, and NATA was able to remove 

Tobacco and Alcohol Advertisements appearing in Social Media with the collaboration of 

Criminal Investigation Unit and the Department of Excise Social Media Unit. When NATA 

reported these violations, these authorized officers took immediate action to remove the content 

and file cases. 

14.1.2.9 Prohibition on and Impact of E- Cigarettes and Vape Devices to Sri Lanka 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol (NATA) is the Authorized Government Institution 

responsible for Tobacco and Alcohol control in Sri Lanka which is established under the 

National Authority Tobacco and Alcohol Act No 27 of 2006.  According to the regulations 

enforced by NATA, the importation, sale and distribution of electronic cigarettes and vaping 

devices in Sri Lanka is strictly prohibited.  

However, there have been many complaints against the Alibaba Express platform for importing 

electronic cigarettes (E-cigarettes) and vaping devices that are harmful to personal health. The 

Authority acted in this regard to enforce the law against those devices. Subsequently, the 

Alibaba Express platform informed the Authority that it will stop the import and export of 

electronic cigarettes (E-cigarettes) in Sri Lanka and has taken steps to remove e-cigarette parts 

and accessories from the Sri Lankan market. 

14.1.2.10 Taking legal action to remove the Abhishek trademark 

Tobacco companies are in the process of providing a Trade Mark of Abhishek owned by the 

Tobacco company to the shops that sell most of the cigarettes. NATA identified that the Crown 

which appears with the word Abisheka was owned by the CTC and it was a violation of the 
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NATA Act. Then NATA through the Secretary to the Provincial Councils directed the removal 

of the Boards which appears with the word Abisheka and it was successfully done.  

Promoting Tobacco products in this way is against the National Authority on Tobacco and 

Alcohol rules and regulations. 

Accordingly, many complaints have been received through the VNATA Violation App 

requesting that the law be implemented against the shops displaying those boards in Sri Lanka. 

According to the National Tobacco and Alcohol Authority Act, it is not legal to carry out direct 

or indirect advertising related to the tobacco company. The traders were informed to remove 

the name list within a period of 14 days and legal measures were taken against the shop owners 

who did not take action. 

14.1.2.11 Online Sale of Alcohol 

When the proposal was made for the online sale of alcohol by the Department of Excise, NATA 

expressed the view that it will be a violation of the NATA Act and Excise regulations currently 

in force. Up to now the permission was not granted for online sale of alcohol. The decision to 

allow the sale of alcohol online will continue to be challenged by the operation of the National 

Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol. 

14.2 Attending the Buddhasasana Board Meeting 
 

The first meeting of the Buddhasasana staff of 2023 was held on January 10th at the All-Ceylon 

Buddhist Conference Hall. The Chairman of the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol 

attended the meeting as a special guest. The Chairman explained the current situation regarding 

Tobacco and Alcohol and the suffering of the public through the spread of Tobacco and 

Alcohol. 
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Figures 4,5: NATA Chairman participated to the Buddhasasana Board Meeting 

14.3 Tobacco and Alcohol Awareness Program for National Transport 

Commission members 
 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol conducted an awareness program for 120 bus 

conductors and drivers on the 12th of January 2023 at the National Transport Commission for 

the cessation and prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol products. 

  
 

Figures 6,7: Addressing the gathering by Former Chairman Prof. Samadhi Rajapaksa  

 

 

14.4 Certificate Awarding Ceremony of the Certificate Course of Counseling 

on Cessation and Prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol with the collaboration 

of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka  
 

The Certificate awarding ceremony of the certificate course of addiction counseling on 

cessation and prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol with the collaboration of the Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka was conducted on 15th of January 2023 at the auditorium of the 

Professorial Unit, Teaching Hospital, Anuradhapura. Twenty-four candidates who successfully 

completed the course obtained certificates.  
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14.5 Mobilizing School Community Towards Tobacco & Alcohol Prevention 

in the Matara District 
 

The program aimed to engage and mobilize the school community in the Matara District 

towards the prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol use. Representatives from twenty schools 

within the Matara Divisional Secretariat area, consisting of five students and one in-charge 

teacher per school, participated in the event. The primary objectives were to enhance 

knowledge, shift attitudes among students, and establish dedicated student groups in each 

school to counter the influences of the Tobacco and Alcohol industries. 

  
 

Figures 8,9 : Highlights of the Event 

 

 
 

Figure 10 : Former Chairman NATA and  Certificate Holders of Counseling Course  
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The program took place at the Institute of Palliative Medicine in Nupe, Matara. Throughout 

the program, participants were encouraged to share their insights and experiences, fostering an 

environment of collaboration and shared learning. The agenda included informative sessions, 

interactive workshops, and group discussions designed to empower both students and teachers 

with the necessary tools to address the challenges posed by the Tobacco and Alcohol-related 

industries. 

A significant aspect of the program involved each school developing a comprehensive plan to 

tackle Tobacco and Alcohol-related issues within their respective communities. These plans 

were then presented to the entire assembly of participants, providing an opportunity for mutual 

learning and the exchange of effective strategies. This program was conducted on 16th, January 

2023. 
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Figures 11,12,13,14: Awareness Program held in Matara 

 

14.6 Exhibition stall for public awareness regarding the real effects of 

Tobacco and Alcohol use in the Anamaduwa Base Hospital 
 

Upon the request of the Primary Health Care Strengthening Project (PSSP), NATA took the 

initiative to take part through an exhibition stall organized at the Anamaduwa Base Hospital. 

The NATA conducted an informative exhibition aimed at educating the community about the 

real and severe consequences associated with the use of Tobacco and Alcohol.  
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The exhibition stall served as a platform to disseminate crucial information, employing various 

visual aids, literature and interactive discussions with the participants who attended the 

exhibition. 

The exhibition stall was conducted on 24th of March 2023. The leaflets and posters were 

distributed among the community participants. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figures 15,16,17,18: Awareness Program and Exhibition Stall in the Base Hospital 

Anamaduwa 
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14.7 Exhibition stall public awareness regarding the real effects of Tobacco 

and Alcohol use in Ambalangoda Sri Sanga Raja Maha Viharaya 
 

Upon the request of the Chief Incumbent of the Sri Sanga Raja Maha Viharaya, NATA took 

the initiative to host an exhibition stall at their Vesak Kalapaya event. The purpose of this 

exhibition was to raise awareness among the public in Ambalangoda regarding the detrimental 

effects of Tobacco and Alcohol consumption. The event spanned four days, from 1st to 4th May 

2023. NATA, in collaboration with the Sri Sanga Raja Maha Viharaya, curated an informative 

exhibition aimed at educating the community about the real and severe consequences 

associated with the use of Tobacco and Alcohol. The exhibition stall served as a platform to 

disseminate crucial information, employing various visual aids, literature, and interactive 

elements to engage participants. 

Throughout the four-day period, NATA actively engaged with the participants, providing 

insights into the health risks posed by Tobacco and Alcohol. The public was educated on the 

physical, mental, and societal implications of these substances, emphasizing the importance of 

making informed choices for a healthier lifestyle.  
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Figures 19,20,21:  The Exhibition Stall held for Ambalangoda Community  

 

 

14.8 Certificate course for Counseling on cessation and prevention of 

Tobacco and Alcohol (Third Batch) 
 

The third batch of the certificate course of counseling on cessation and prevention of Tobacco 

and Alcohol was commenced on the 17th of January 2023. The lecture series was held for 09 

consecutive days and the lecture series was completed on the 24th of March, 2023. The 

candidates fulfilled the three given assignments. They were: (1) Building a social media post 

on the cessation and prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol; (2) Making a PPT on cessation and 

prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol and; (3) Conducting an awareness program for an audience 

of not less than 20 participants. The candidates who successfully completed the assignments 

were eligible for the examination. The theory examination was held on 31st of March, 2023 via 

Zoom application. Thirty-one candidates were eligible for the examination and 30 candidates 

successfully completed the theory and practical examinations. 
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Figures 22,23,24,25: Lectures during the Counselling course  

 

The certificate awarding ceremony was held on the 31st of May at Waterside Marquee at the 

Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel, Colombo along with the World No Tobacco Day - 2023 

commemoration with the participation of guests including the Minister of Health, Director 

General of Health Services, WHO representatives, Board of Directors. The Hon. Minister of 

Health, Dr. Keheliya Rambukwella graced the occasion as the Chief guest. The candidates were 

awarded the certificates for completing the certificate course on counseling on cessation and 

prevention of Tobacco and Alcohol. 
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Figures 26,27: Highlights of the Certificate Awarding Ceremony 
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14.9 Visit to Buttala to create a video to showcasing the progress of the 

alternative crop project 
 

With the support of the WHO, NATA initiated a pilot test to introduce alternative livelihoods 

for Tobacco farmers in the Anuradhapura and Monaragala districts in 2021. Given that the 

theme for this year's World No Tobacco Day is to promote alternative livelihoods for Tobacco 

farmers, the decision was made to create a video highlighting the progress of the 

aforementioned project. 

  

  

 

Figures 28,29,30 : Buttala Rural area people attend to the meeting and given them ideas 

about the alternative crop project 
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To accomplish this, a team from NATA visited Buttala to gather evidence and document the 

developments in the alternative crop project. The purpose was to visually capture the positive 

impact of the initiative on the local community and Tobacco farmers. The team conducted 

interviews, gathered testimonials, and filmed various aspects of the project to create a 

comprehensive and informative video. 

This video, which showcased the successful outcomes and advancements of the alternative 

crop project, was presented at the World No Tobacco Day commemoration held at the 

Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel in Colombo on 31st May. The objective was to disseminate the 

achievements of the initiative and raise awareness about the importance of transitioning 

Tobacco farmers to sustainable and alternative livelihoods.
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14.10 1948 Tobacco and Alcohol Quit line service 
 

Table 4:  Call details of 1948 

 

The NATA launched the "1948" quit line to provide users of Tobacco and Alcohol with a 

means of quitting their habits. The goal of this counseling program was to help clients quit 

using Tobacco and Alcohol as well as provide support for issues associated with these habits. 

The call information pertinent to the months of January through December in 2023 is shown in 

the above table. 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Total Calls Counseling calls 

January 775 169 

February 701 145 

March 977 208 

April 705 151 

May 951 257 

June 691 160 

July 705 193 

August 788 223 

September 741 199 

October 445 113 

November 580 147 

December 493 140 

Total Calls 7972 1958 
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14.11 Commemoration of the World No Tobacco Day – 2023 

 

The theme for this year's World No Tobacco Day was "We Need Food, Not Tobacco." The 

national event to commemorate the Day was held at Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel in Colombo on 

31st May and 1st June. The event was graced by the presence of Hon. Minister of Health, Dr. 

Keheliya Rambukwella, and WHO Country Representative, Dr. Alaka Singh. Three hundred 

stakeholders of NATA participated in the event. 

During the session, participants who completed the NATA counseling course were awarded 

their certificates. Additionally, the published Executive summary of the Global Adult Tobacco 

Survey (GATS) 2020 was released. Authorized officers were given the opportunity to express 

their commitment to the establishment of Tobacco-free zones. 

  

 

Figures 31,32:  Handing over the GYTS Report to the Dr. Keheliya Rambukwella and 

Dr. Alaka Singh 

On the night of May 31st, accommodation was provided for the outstation participants. The 

following day, a comprehensive plan was collectively developed to further strengthen the 

implementation of Tobacco-free zones. This initiative reflects a commitment to creating 

environments that promote health and well-being. 
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Figures 33,34,35,36,37: Highlights of the World No Tobacco Day – 2023 

The event not only served as a platform for acknowledging achievements but also facilitated 

discussions and actions aimed at advancing the cause of a Tobacco-free society. The active 

involvement of stakeholders and the commitment of authorized officers highlight the 

dedication to the broader goal of promoting public health and reducing the impact of Tobacco 

on our communities. As per the request of NATA, the financial cost of the event was borne by 

the WHO country office. 

14.12 Strengthening Tobacco and Alcohol control program for the 

Authorized officers in Colombo and Kandy Districts  
 

Strengthening Tobacco and Alcohol control efforts in Colombo and Kandy Districts. NATA 

conducted an empowering capacity –building program on 8th July 2023, at the Sethsiripaya 

Stage II Auditorium. 
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Figures 38,39,40,41: Key Speakers address the gathering in Strengthening Tobacco and 

Alcohol Control Program 

 

14.13 Importance of Community-Based Interventions for Tobacco and 

Alcohol Prevention - Public Health Nursing Officers Training 
 

The Provincial Director of Health Services in the Sabaragamuwa Province had requested 

NATA to conduct a training session for Public Health Nursing Officers (PHNOs) in the 

Sabaragamuwa Province to enhance Tobacco and Alcohol prevention activities. The program 

focused on expanding community-based public health initiatives in the Province. 

This training aimed to empower PHNOs with the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively 

address Tobacco and Alcohol-related issues within the community. By strengthening these 

preventive measures, the Province can work towards creating a healthier and more informed 

community. This Program was conducted on 3rd August 2023. 

 

Figure 42: Program for Public Health Nursing Officers in Sabaragamuwa Province about 

Tobacco and Alcohol Prevention  
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14.14 Empowering School Communities to Tackle Tobacco and Alcohol 

Industry Interferences in the Nuwara - Eliya District, Central Province 
 

The program was conducted in the Nuwara-Eliya District. The participants represented ten 

schools in the Nuwara-Eliya District. The program was conducted on the 09th of October, 2023 

at the Auditorium, Webster International School. School students and teachers participated in 

the program. 

  

 

Figures 43,44,45: Highlights of the program conducted in the Nuwara Eliya District 

This program represents a concerted effort to address a significant public health challenge. Its 

comprehensive approach to educate, raise awareness, and empower school communities in the 

battle against Tobacco and Alcohol industries' influence on adolescents is commendable. The 

dedication to creating a healthier and more resilient community is a testament to the program's 

commitment to the well-being of the younger generation. 
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14.15 Development of Comprehensive Tax Mechanism for Cigarette, 

Alcohol Products, and Sugar Products 
 

NATA has identified issues in the current Cigarette and Alcohol taxation mechanism of the 

country. Previously, NATA attempted to initiate a cigarette tax mechanism, but it failed to 

receive relevant approval. Therefore, NATA sought support from WHO Head Quarters (HQ) 

to analyze the current taxation mechanism of the country. WHO agreed to this request, and the 

project has been expanded to develop a comprehensive tax mechanism for cigarettes, Alcohol, 

and Sugar Sweetened Beverages. 

Subsequently, a WHO HQ team visited Sri Lanka and engaged with all stakeholders. In the 

first phase of the intervention, the WHO HQ team proposed a simulation module for cigarettes. 

This module has the capacity to analyze the impact of the intervention based on its magnitude. 

Furthermore, NATA is in the process of onboarding representation from the Fiscal Policy 

Department to enhance implementation support. This collaborative effort aims to address the 

complexities of taxation mechanisms for these products and ensure a more effective and 

inclusive approach to public health. 

14.16 Youth Tobacco and Alcohol prevention program conducted in 

Nuwara-Eliya District, Central Province for Officers and Youth Corps 
 

This program was conducted as a comprehensive prevention program aimed at equipping 

officers and youth corps members with the knowledge and skills necessary to effectively tackle 

the issues of Tobacco and Alcohol use among youths. The program was conducted on 10th of 

October, 2023, at the Auditorium of the National Youth Corps Centre, Ambewela. 
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Figures 46,47,48:  Program for Youth corps in Nuwara-Eliya District 

The program aimed to educate, raise awareness, and empower youth communities in the battle 

against Tobacco and Alcohol industries' influence. The dedication to creating a healthier and 

more resilient community is a testament to the program's commitment to the well-being of the 

younger generation. 

The program featured comprehensive educational modules designed to provide participants 

with a nuanced understanding of the health, social, and economic implications of Tobacco and 

Alcohol use. Facilitators employed evidence-based information to ensure the participants were 

well-informed and equipped to make informed decisions. The program actively promoted 

awareness regarding the manipulative tactics employed by Tobacco and Alcohol industries to 

target the youth through interactive sessions. 

14.17 Strengthening the Implementation of Tobacco-Free Zones at the 

Regional Level 
 

There were nearly 230 Tobacco-free zones established nationwide at the end of the 2022. 

However, NATA received a request from the Regional Directorate of Health Services in 

Nuwara-Eliya to conduct an empowering session for Public Health staff in the Nuwara-Eliya 

District. Subsequently, NATA organized a training program, with the participation of nearly 

60 Public Health staff at the Regional Director of Health Services office, Nuwara-Eliya on the 

12th October, 2023. 
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The objective was to establish approximately 26 new Tobacco-free zones within the next year, 

with representation from all the MOHs in the District. A monitoring mechanism has been put 

in place to track the progress of the implementation. This initiative reflects a commitment to 

creating healthier environments and reducing the prevalence of Tobacco use at the Regional 

level. The collaboration between NATA and the Regional Health services is instrumental in 

achieving this important public health goal. 

 

 

Figures 49,50: PHI Program held in Nuwara - Eliya District 
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14.18 Community Mobilization Program to Reduce the Harm of Smokeless 

Tobacco Use in the Estate Sector 
 

Smokeless Tobacco use among Estate Sector workers is higher than in the rest of the country. 

Despite the ban on the production and sale of smokeless Tobacco products in the country, there 

is still a prevalence of use, surpassing that of smoking and leading to several health problems. 

Therefore, comprehensive prevention measures are necessary. 

In response to this issue, NATA conducted a session at Dessford Estate to enhance public 

involvement in Tobacco and Alcohol prevention. Seventy-five estate workers participated in 

the program. 

 

Figure 51:  Participants Presents the Oral Presentations  
 

 

Figure 52: Community Mobilization Program for Dessford Estate in Nuwara-Eliya 

District 
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The session aimed to raise awareness about the harmful effects of smokeless Tobacco and 

encourage active community participation in efforts to reduce its usage. Through community 

mobilization, NATA seeks to address the specific challenges faced by plantation workers, 

contributing to a healthier environment and improved well-being within the estate community. 

This Program conducted on 13th October 2023. 

14.19 Exhibition Stall at the Department of Information Organized by 

PSSP 
 

Primary Health Systems Strengthening Project (PSSP) organized an exhibition at the 

Department of Information. The NATA hosted a stall at the exhibition and provide awareness 

among the participants.  Many people came to that day and the program was successful because 

of the help given by the doctors and nurses as well. This Program conducted on the 20th 

October, 2023. 

  

 

Figures 53,54,55: Exhibition Stall and awareness Program held in Department of 

Information 
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14.20 Mobilizing the School Community Towards Tobacco & Alcohol 

Prevention 
 

The Health Club of St. Thomas College organized a Tobacco and Alcohol program for 400 

students, with NATA empowering the school community to challenge the expectations of 

Tobacco and Alcohol, as well as understanding related legislation. The NATA conducted the 

awareness program aimed at tackling the Tobacco and Alcohol industry influence on school 

children. 

Understanding the importance of legal frameworks, the program delved into the existing 

legislation related to Tobacco and Alcohol. Through interactive discussions, students were 

informed about the legal consequences of engaging in underage Alcohol and Tobacco 

consumption as well as contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of the social 

impact. 

NATA facilitators facilitated educational workshops designed to impart in-depth knowledge 

about the health risks associated with Tobacco and Alcohol consumption. The sessions aimed 

to empower students with accurate information, enabling them to make informed choices 

regarding their health. This program conducted on 13th October, 2023. 
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Figures 56,57: Tobacco and Alcohol Prevention Program for School students in St. 

Thomas College 

14.21 Exhibition Stall at the ITN premises Organized by the PSSP 
 

Primary Health Systems Strengthening Project (PSSP) organized an exhibition at the ITN 

premises, Battaramulla. The NATA hosted a stall at the exhibition and provide awareness 

among the participants.  

  

Figures 58,59:  Exhibition Stall and awareness Program held in the ITN Premises, 

Battaramulla 
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The NATA exhibition stall featured visually compelling and informative displays that 

highlighted the detrimental health effects of Tobacco use. Through engaging visuals and well-

researched content, participants were provided with a comprehensive understanding of the risks 

associated with Tobacco and Alcohol consumption. The Stall was conducted on the 15th 

November, 2023. 

NATA organized interactive sessions, encouraging participants to actively engage in 

discussions about Tobacco and Alcohol prevention and cessation strategies. These sessions 

fostered a dynamic exchange of ideas and facilitated a deeper understanding of the challenges 

posed by the Tobacco and Alcohol industries. 

14.22 Mitigating Smokeless Tobacco Use Among Bus Crews in the Western 

Province 
 

This program was designed to prevent smokeless Tobacco use among identified vulnerable 

groups in the Western Province, specifically focusing on the vulnerable group of transport 

workers. NATA collaborated with the National Transport Commission (NTC) to initiate and 

implement this program. Approximately 130 transport workers participated in the program, 

where they were empowered to quit smokeless Tobacco use. The initiative aims not only to 

address the health concerns associated with Tobacco use but also to promote a healthier 

lifestyle among the bus crews in the Western Province. The Program was held at 26th October 

2023 at the Auditorium of the NTC. 

The interactive discussions were conducted with the participants regarding the harms of 

Tobacco and Alcohol consumption and discussed deeply about the myths related to Tobacco 

and Alcohol consumption among the society. 
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Figures 60,61,62:  Program for the NTC members 

The program involved a deep dive into the prevalent myths surrounding Tobacco and Alcohol 

consumption within society. Facilitators engaged participants in the discussions aimed at 

dispelling misconceptions, promoting accurate information, and empowering workers to make 

informed decisions regarding their health. 

The program focused on a comprehensive exploration of the harms associated with Tobacco 

and Alcohol consumption. Expert facilitators guided discussions on the physical, mental, and 

social repercussions of substance use, providing participants with a nuanced understanding of 

the potential consequences. 

14.23 Tobacco and Alcohol Prevention Program for Officers of the Ministry 

of Sports and Youth Affairs at the National Youth Corps Centre in 

Anuradhapura 

 

NATA organized a program at the National Youth Corps Centre in Anuradhapura, focusing on 

Tobacco and Alcohol prevention for Youth Corps members on 07th of November in 

collaboration with Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs. Sixty youth participated in the 

program and interactive discussions were conducted with the youth groups and activity plans 

were developed by the participants to combat Tobacco and Alcohol within their settings. 
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Figures 63,64, 65:  Program for Youth Corps Members in the Anuradhapura District 

 

An innovative aspect of the program involved the development of activity plans by the 

participants. Empowered with knowledge and insights gained during the program, youth corps 

members collaborated to create practical and impactful plans to combat Tobacco and Alcohol 

within their respective settings. 

 

14.24 Empowering School Communities to Tackle Tobacco and Alcohol 

Industry Interferences in the Anuradhapura District, North Central 

Province 
 

An impactful program at schools within the urban Municipal Council area in Anuradhapura, 

dedicated to preventing Tobacco and Alcohol use among students was held on 08th November 

2023. Seven schools from the Anurdhapura District engaged in the awareness program. The 

program was conducted in the Auditorium of the Municipal Council in Anurdhapura. 
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The program, dedicated to preventing Tobacco and Alcohol use among students, adopted a 

targeted awareness initiative. By focusing on schools within the urban Municipal Council area, 

the program aimed to address the unique challenges and dynamics of substance use prevalent 

among students in this specific setting. 

To enhance engagement, the program incorporated interactive sessions. Students actively 

participated in discussions, sharing their perspectives and experiences related to substance use. 

This approach fostered a sense of community awareness and encouraged open dialogue among 

the participating schools. 

 

Figure 66: Program for School Student in the Anuradhapura District 

14.25 Responsible Media Reporting to deglamorize Tobacco and Alcohol 

promotion 
 

The Responsible Media Reporting Program, aimed at deglamorizing Tobacco and Alcohol 

promotion, was successfully conducted on the 13th of November 2023 at the Sethsiripaya Stage 

II Building. The event witnessed active participation from professionals representing both 

printed and digital media channels of Sri Lanka. 

 

The event featured expert-led discussions addressing the nuances and challenges associated 

with reporting on Tobacco and Alcohol. Renowned professionals in the field provided insights 

into the potential impact of media coverage on public attitudes, emphasizing the need for 

accurate and responsible reporting. 
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The program included sessions where media professionals shared best practices for responsible 

reporting. Case studies and success stories were discussed, highlighting instances where media 

outlets effectively contributed to deglamorizing Tobacco and Alcohol promotion while 

maintaining journalistic integrity. 
 

To enhance engagement and practical learning, interactive discussions were conducted. These 

sessions allowed participants to collaboratively explore strategies for responsible reporting, 

fostering a sense of collective responsibility among media professionals. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figures 67,68,69,70: Program on Responsible Media Reporting to deglamorize Tobacco 

and Alcohol promotion 
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14.26 Technical Meeting for Sharing Knowledge to Develop a Mechanism to 

Mitigate Illicit Trade for Tobacco & Alcohol 
 

It has been identified that the illicit trade of Tobacco and Alcohol products has caused a 

significant financial loss to the government's fiscal revenue. In response, NATA has 

collaborated with Customs officials and law enforcement to identify gaps and loopholes 

contributing to this issue.  

  

Figures 71,72: Technical Meeting for Sharing Knowledge to Develop a Mechanism to 

Mitigate Illicit Trade for Tobacco & Alcohol 

The meeting was organized on 5th December 2023, to delve into this matter, with the 

participation of 40 officers representing Sri Lanka Customs, the Department of Excise, and the 

Sri Lanka Police. The aim was to raise awareness among these officials about the actual effects 

of Tobacco and Alcohol and explore ways they can contribute to mitigating harm by controlling 

illicit trade. The collaborative efforts at this technical meeting are crucial for developing 

effective mechanisms to address and curb illicit trade in these products. 
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14.27 Tobacco and Alcohol prevention awareness program for University 

students 

 

A Tobacco and Alcohol prevention awareness program for the University students of Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka was held on 11th of December 2023.  

 

 

Figures 73,74: Awareness program for University Students 

The program, meticulously organized and executed, sought to impart knowledge, raise 

awareness, and foster a sense of responsibility among the students concerning the dangers 

associated with Tobacco and Alcohol consumption. 
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14.28 Empowering School Communities to Tackle Tobacco and Alcohol 

Industry Interferences in the Jaffna District 
 

 A Tobacco and Alcohol prevention awareness program for the school students on 12th of 

December at the St. Henry's College, Ilavalai, Jaffna. Fifty students participated in the program 

and engaged with the facilitators and resource persons. 

 

The core of the program included comprehensive educational sessions designed to equip 

students with accurate information regarding the consequences of Tobacco and Alcohol use. 

An integral part of the program involved interactive discussions, allowing students to actively 

engage with the material. Participants shared their thoughts, concerns, and experiences related 

to Tobacco and Alcohol, fostering an environment of open dialogue and mutual understanding. 

 

 

 

Figures 75,76 : Program held in Jaffna Ilavalai School 



National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol 

--------Annual Report 2023------- 

66 
 

14.29 RESET Alcohol Project 

 

RESET is a project that emphasizes the need for countries to develop a holistic approach 

mechanism to strengthen Alcohol prevention policies. Sri Lanka has been selected as a country 

to receive comprehensive support. NATA actively participates in the RESET Alcohol initiative 

as the coordination focal point, with the goal of developing a tax policy beneficial to the 

country.  

 

14.30 Film Preview Report Summary 
 

NATA has been continuously evaluating and making relevant censorship recommendations 

on films that have been broadcast in Sri Lanka with the collaboration of Public Performance 

Board. 

Table 5 An overview of the film reviews – 2023 

 

Language Reviewed Films 

Sinhala 27 

Local Tamil 2 

Total 29 

 

Twenty-nine films were reviewed to identify scenes related to Tobacco and Alcohol, and 19 of 

them included scenes with Alcohol and Tobacco. When it noted that the Act had been violated, 

the Public Relations Board was informed to take appropriate action. 

14.31 The Certificate course of counseling on cessation and prevention of 

Tobacco and Alcohol – Fourth intake 
 

The fourth intake of the Certificate course of counselling on cessation and prevention of 

Tobacco and Alcohol on 28th December 2023 at Sethsiripaya Stage II Building. Fifty applicants 

enrolled in the course. The program featured expert-led sessions, conducted by professionals 

in the field of addiction counselling. These sessions covered a broad spectrum of topics, 

including the physiological and psychological aspects of addiction, effective counselling 

techniques, and strategies for preventing substance abuse in diverse populations. 
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Figures 77,78,79: Certificate Course of counseling on cessation and prevention of Tobacco and 

Alcohol – Fourth Intake 

The certificate course in counselling focused on providing participants with the essential tools 

and knowledge required to effectively counsel individuals dealing with Tobacco and Alcohol 

issues. The curriculum aimed to enhance participants' understanding of addiction, cessation 

strategies, and prevention methods. 
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15. Financial Progress (From 1st January to 31st of December 2023) 

15.1 Financial Statement 
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15.2 Notes to the Financial Statement 
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15.3 Auditor General’s Report 
 

 

My No: THO/B/NATA/1/23/05     Date: 16 August 2024  

Chairman 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol  

 

Auditor General’s report in terms of Section 12 of the National Audit Act No.19 of 2018 on the financial 

statements and other legal and regulatory requirements for the year ended 31 December 2023 of the 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol  

 

The above report is sent herewith.  

 

 

 

H.M.U.S. Wijekoon  

Deputy Auditor General  

For Auditor General   

 

 

 

Copies :  01. Secretary, Ministry of Finance  

  02. Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies  
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My No: THO/B/NATA/1/23/05     Date: 16 August 2024  

Chairman 

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol  

 

Auditor General’s report in terms of Section 12 of the National Audit Act No.19 of 2018 on the 

financial statements and other legal and regulatory requirements for the year ended 31 December 

2023 of the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol  

 

1. Financial Statements  

1.1 Qualified Opinion  

The audit of the financial statements of the National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol for the year 

ended 31 December 2023  comprising the statement of financial position as at 31 December  2023 and 

the statement of financial performance, statement of changes in equity  and cash flow statement for the 

year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting 

policies, was carried out under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Article 154(1) of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with provisions of 

the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018 and Finance Act No. 38 of 1971.  In terms of Article 154(6) of 

the Constitution, my report will be tabled in the Parliament in due course.  

In my opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Authority 

as at 31 December 2023, and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in 

accordance with Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standards.  

 

1.2 Basis for Qualified Opinion 

 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards (SLAuSs). My responsibilities, 

under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the 

Financial Statements section of my report. I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient 

and appropriate to provide a basis for my qualified opinion.   
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1.3 Other information contained in the Annual Report 2022 of the Authority 

 

Other information means information, though included in the Annual Report 2023 of the 

Authority which is expected to be handed over to me after the date of this audit but not included 

in the financial statements and in my audit report thereon. Those charged with management 

shall be responsible for other information.  

My opinion on the financial statements does not cover other information and I do not provide 

an assurance of any manner or express an opinion on it.   

My responsibility in relation to my audit regarding financial statements is to read other 

information whenever available and in doing so, consider whether there are material 

inconsistencies between other information and the financial statements or my knowledge 

gained at the audit or otherwise.   

If I concluded that there are material misstatements, on the basis of other information that I 

obtained prior to the date of this audit report and on the basis of activities carried out by me, I 

am required to report such matters. I have nothing to report in this regard.  

1.4 Responsibilities of management and those charged with governance for the Financial 

Statements   

Management is responsible for the preparation of financial statements that give a true and fair 

view in accordance with Sri Lanka Accounting Standards, and for such internal control as 

management determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are 

free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.   

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Authority’s 

ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing matters related to going concern and using 

the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intend to liquidate the 

Authority or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.   

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Authority’s financial 

reporting process.  

As per the Section 16(1) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, the Authority is required to 

maintain proper books and records of all its income, expenditure, assets and liabilities, to enable 

annual and periodic financial statements to be prepared of the Authority. 

1.5 Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

 

My objective is to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 

whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 

auditor’s report that includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, 

but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards 

will always detect a 
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material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are 

considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to 

influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.   

  

As part of an audit in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards, I exercise professional 

judgment and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. I also:   

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, 

whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those 

risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 

my opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is 

higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 

intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.   

 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 

procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 

expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control. 

   

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 

accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the management.  

  

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the management’s use of the going concern basis 

of accounting and based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty 

exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Authority’s 

ability to continue as a going concern. If I conclude that a material uncertainty exists, I 

am required to draw attention in my auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the 

financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify my opinion. My 

conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of my audit report. 

However, future events or conditions may cause the Authority to cease to continue as a 

going concern.  

 

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, 

including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying 

transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.   

I have communicated with those charged with governance regarding the significant audit 

findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that I have identified during 

the audit.   

 

2. Report on other legal and regulatory requirements  

2.1 Special provisions are included in respect of the following requirements in the National 

Audit Act No. 19 of 2018.  
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2.1.1 In terms of the requirements of section 12 (a) of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018, except for the effects of the matters described in the section on the ‘Basis for 

the Audit Opinion’ of this report, I obtained all information and explanations required 

for the audit and as far as it appears from my inspection, the Authority had maintained 

proper financial reports. 

 

2.1.2 In terms of the requirement indicated in Section 6 (1)(d) (iii) of the National 

Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, the financial statements of the Authority presented are 

consistent with the preceding year.  

 

2.1.3 In terms of the requirement indicated in Section 6(1)(d) (iv) of the National 

Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, other than the observations made in paragraphs 1.2 (b), the 

recommendations made by me in the previous year have been included in the submitted 

financial statements. 

 

2.2 On the basis of the procedures followed and evidence obtained and being restricted within 

the material matters, nothing that warrants the making of the following statements did not come 

to my attention.  

 

2.2.1 In terms of the requirement of section 12 (d) of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018, whether any member of the governing body of the University has any interest, 

direct or otherwise, outside normal business status in any contract entered into by the 

Authority; 

 

2.2.2 In terms of the requirement of Section 12(f) of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018, whether the Authority has or has not complied with any applicable written law 

or other general or special directions issued by the governing council of the Authority, 

except for the following observations. 

 

 

 

Reference to laws, rules, regulations 
or directives issued by the Governing 

Council  

Non-compliance  

(a) Paragraph 6.6 of Public 

Enterprises Circular 01/2021 

dated 16 November 2021 

Though financial statements should be 

submitted to the Auditor General within 60 

days of the conclusion of the financial year, 

the Authority had submitted financial 

statements for the year under review with a 

delay of 60 days.  

(b) Paragraph 4.4 of Public 

Enterprises Circular 01/2021 

dated 16 November 2021 

An internal audit has not been conducted for 

the Authority during the year under review.  
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2.2.3 In terms of the requirement of Section 12(f) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, 

whether the Authority has not performed according to its powers, functions and duties, 

2.2.4 In terms of the requirement of Section 12(f) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, 

whether the resources of the Authority had not been procured and utilized economically, efficiently 

and effectively within the time frames and in compliance with the applicable laws. 

 

2.3 Other Matters  

 

(a) The Authority had introduced mobile phone applications named "VNATA Media Violation" 

for obtaining information from the public and "VNATA Authorized Officers Application" for 

authorized officers spending Rs. 566,465 and Rs. 301,490 respectively. However, the Authority had not 

devised a specific method for the payment of the monthly server usage charges which had to be paid 

with credit cards and the payments had been made using the private credit card of the Chairman of the 

Authority. As a result, thereof, the said applications had remained inactive for a certain period of time 

when the Chairman of the Authority was changed. Accordingly, the applications had remained inactive 

for nearly four months from February to May 2023 and an additional expenditure of Rs. 58,000 had to 

be incurred for the reactivation of these applications. Moreover, a written agreement had not been 

entered into with the supplier for the development and maintenance of these applications.  

 

(b) There were five vacancies in the Authority as at 31 December 2023 and by 30 April 2024, the 

number of vacancies had increased to six. Of the above vacancies, the post of General Manager had 

remained vacant from 27 July 2022 to date and the post of Administrative Officer from 04 March 2024 

to date. Similarly, it was further observed that contract basis recruitment had been made for the posts 

of consultant and legal officer which require fulltime employment.  

 

W.P.C. Wickremaratne  

Auditor General     
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16. Management Team/Staff 
 

16.1 Organization Chart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman & Board 

Directors 

General Manager (HM 1-1) 

Permanent Position 01 

Accountant 
Permanent Position 

01 (MM 1-1) 

Administrative Officer 

Permanent Position 01 (JM 1-1 

Legal Officer  

Contract Basis Position 01 

Development 

Officer Contract 

Basic 01 (MA-3) 

Research 

Officer  

Permanent Position 02 

(MA -3) 

Development 

Officer  

Permanent Position 04 

(MA-3) 

 

Counselor 
Contract Basic 

Position 02 

 

Development 

Officer  
Contract Basic 01  

(MA-3) 

Management Assistant 

Permanent Position 01 

Laborers 

Permanent Position 

02 

Driver 

Permanent 

Position 02 

Organization Hierarchy – National Authority Tobacco and Alcohol 
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16.2 Cadre Information as at 31.12.2023 
 

Table 06 Cadre Information 

 

Designation Salary Code 

Approved Cadre 

 

Existing Cadre 

Permanent Contract Permanent Contract 

General Manager  HM 1-1 (2016) 01 - - - 

Accountant MM 1- 1 (2016) 01 - 01  

Legal Officer - - 01 - 01 

Administrative Officer JM 1-1 (2016) 01 - 01 - 

Research Officer MA 3 (2016) 02 - 01 - 

Development Officer MA 3 (2016) 04 02 03 - 

Counsellor - - 02 - 02 

Management Assistant MA 1-1 (2016) 01 - 01 - 

Laborers PL -1 (2016) 02 - 02 - 

Driver PL – 3 (2016) 02 - 02 - 

Total 14 05 11 03 
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