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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance at its meeting held on 08" January 2026 considered the following

notification;

Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of
2002 (Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15.12.2025)

(Presented to Parliament on 06" January 2026 and referred to the Committee)

Date Considered by the Committee: 08" January 2026 Time: 02.00 p.m.

Members of the Committee on Public Finance Present

1
2
3
4,
5.
6
7
8
9
1

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, M.P., (Chair)

Hon. (Dr.)(Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, M.P.,

Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera, M.P.,

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, M.P.,

Hon. Nimal Palihena, M.P.,

Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney at Law, M.P.,

Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, M.P.,

Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, M.P.,

. Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, M.P.,

0. Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law, M.P.,

Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15.12.2025)

Introduction

Subsequent to reviewing the present status, the Government has deemed it necessary to make following
amendments to the Aswesuma Welfare Benefits Scheme.

In accordance with the methodology adopted by the Department of Census and Statistics to determine
poor based on the poverty line, it has been decided to keep the number of welfare beneficiary families in
the two categories specified under iii and iv in the Schedule 1 of the Gazette Notification No. 2429/02
dated March 25, 2025 with amendments and to extend the time period up to June, 2026 for making
payments to the vulnerable category which is to be expired on December 31, 2025, having considered
the possible socio economic issues that may be arisen in the future due to the unexpected disaster situation
prevalent in the country at present.

The said details are given in the Schedule I below.
Schedule |

Methodology for making Payments of Aswesuma Welfare Benefits

Social Segment which
receives the Welfare Period of Payment
Benefits Payments

Number of Welfare Monthly
Beneficiaries/ Families Allowance (Rs.)

| | Poor Up to June 2027 960,000 10,000
Il | Extremely Poor Up to June 2027 480,000 17,500
Il | Vulnerable Up to June 2026 480,000 5,000
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In accordance with the letter no. MRDSS&CE/NSPD/05/33/01(2025) dated 10.10.2025 of the Secretary
to the Ministry of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment, since it seems to
be appropriated that the number of eligible individuals under the categories of disabled individuals,
recipients of kidney disease allowance and the recipients of the monthly allowance granted for elderly
citizens for the year 2026 should be changed so as to decrease the number of disabled individuals up to
200,000 and to keep the monthly welfare benefits allowance paid to them at the same rate, the manner in
which such payments are made from 2026 onwards is given in the table below.

The said details are given in the Schedule 1l below.

Schedule 11
Social Segment which Number of individuals Pro_Jec_te_d number Monthly
. currently expected to be | of individuals for
receives the Welfare L. Allowance
Benefits Paviments eligible for the welfare the proposed (Rs)
y benefits entitlement '

I | Persons with disabilities 310,000 200,000 10,000
i | Recipients of CKDU 50,000 70,000 10,000

Allowance

Recipients of the
iy | monthly allowance 1,000,000 1,000,000 5,000

granted for elderly

citizens

Pursuant the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers dated 10.12.2025, approval has been granted to extend
the period of making payments in respect of poor and extremely poor categories up to June 2027
(inclusive of the said month) and to extend the period of making payments in respect of vulnerable
category up to June, 2026 as given in the Schedule | above and to extend the period of making allowances
given in Schedule Il up to December 31, 2026 and to make payments as given under Schedule Il up to
31.12.2026 in respect of those who are already receiving the allowance under Schedule Il but not
categorized under the Schedule 1.

Action will be taken to make payments through the Welfare Benefits Board in respect of all the
individuals, to whom the payments are already being made from the National Secretariat for Persons with
Disabilities and the National Secretariat for Elders and receive aid mentioned under Schedule Il
subsequent to registering them at the Social Security Data System in the future.

Observations of the Committee

The Committee observed the followings;

The Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15.12.2025 extends the Aswesuma payments for varied
beneficiary categories. Extremely Poor and Poor categories are extended by 18 months, from January
2026 to June 2027. This extension applies for up to 480,000 beneficiary families in the Extremely Poor
category and up to 960,000 families of the Poor category. Up to 480,000 families in the Vulnerable
category receive an extension by 6 months up to June 2026.

11



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

In addition to the three main Aswesuma categories, those eligible under the categories of Persons with
Disabilities, Recipient of Chronic Kidney Disease of Unknown Etiology (CKDU) allowance, and
Recipients of monthly allowance granted for elderly citizens have payments extended up to 31%
December 2026. This applies to up to 200,000 persons with disabilities, 70,000 CKDU patients, and
1,000,000 elderly citizens. These numbers have been changed from the previous gazette only for Persons
with disabilities, reducing from 310,000 to 200,000, and CKDU patients rising from 50,000 to 70,000.

The monthly amounts paid to beneficiaries under each category remains unchanged, and the total
budgetary allocation for Aswesuma in 2026 is LKR 240 billion.

The future beneficiary selection should include those affected by Cyclone Ditwah, necessitating an
increase in the number of Aswesuma beneficiaries.

Not all CKDU patients are covered by the existing payments, as assistance is limited to those from low-
income families, and the Chairman of the WBB suggested to design a separate programme to support
patients suffering from critical illnesses that impact their economic situation, disregarding the level of
their income.

An ongoing data recertification process is being carried out through Divisional Secretariat offices to
update existing Aswesuma beneficiary data, (including household visits for verification) while an expert
committee has been established concurrently to review the programme’s beneficiary selection criteria.

In addition to Aswesuma, several other social assistance and community support programmes are in
operation, including the Samurdhi Programme implemented by the Department of Samurdhi
Development, which is being repositioned towards poverty alleviation and empowerment with the
objective of graduating Aswesuma beneficiaries out of vulnerability and targeting coverage of 2,000,000
beneficiaries over five years. The Committee further noted that while the Samurdhi Programme has been
allocated LKR 27.38 billion for 2026, approximately LKR 22.5 billion is earmarked for administrative
expenditure, and that a new programme titled “Prajashakthi has been established to promote rural and
village development with a budgetary allocation of LKR 25 billion for 2026.

There has been a cabinet decision to look into moving the Welfare Benefits Board (WBB) from the
Ministry of Finance, Planing and Economic Development to the Ministry of Rural Development, Social
Security, and Community Empowerment. However, the Committee observed that the WBB’s mandate is
to oversee the effectiveness and equitability of all welfare measures funded by the Ministry of Finance,
Planing and Economic Development rather than merely as the administrator of Aswesuma.

The operation of databases of government institutions in silos prevents the effective verification of details
of Aswesuma beneficiaries. The introduction of a unified digital ID and digital public infrastructure will
be the most effective solution to this situation.

A grant of LKR 6,000 has been provided for the purchase of stationery to approximately 1.1 million
school children from Aswesuma beneficiary families, and that this assistance will continue to be
implemented in 2026.

Recommendations of the Committee

After consideration the Committee recommended the followings;

In order to enhance the effectiveness of the Aswesuma programme, the beneficiary selection criteria be
substantially improved to minimize the significant inclusion and exclusion errors identified in the current
framework, as highlighted by several studies. The Committee further recommended that this process
should include pilot projects and field surveys with a sample size of at least 3,000 households to validate
the effectiveness of the revised criteria before full-scale implementation. The Committee expressed the
expectation that the Welfare Benefits Board, with the support of the appointed expert committee, would
undertake this task prior to the next round of benefit extensions, and emphasized that the Welfare Benefits
Board should be kept under the purview of the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development.
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ii.  Anindependent evaluation be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the Samurdhi Programme, as well

as the broader poverty alleviation and social assistance programmes financed through the Consolidated
Fund.

iii.  The data recertification and application processes followed by Divisional Secretariat offices should be
made consistent and streamlined to ensure a smooth and beneficiary-friendly implementation.

* The PowerPoint presentation made by the Welfare Benefits Board to the Committee is annexed (Annexure I1)
hereto.

Decision of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee agreed to;

o Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2467/03 of 15.12.2025)

and accordingly decided that the Report of the Committee on Public Finance thereon be presented to Parliament
by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance, on 20" January 2026.

13



Annexure |
Date: 08.01.2026
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development

1.
2.

Mr. S.S. Mudalige — Deputy Secretary to the Treasury
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Department of National Budget

3.
4.

Mr. S.C. Senarathna — Director
Ms. M.S.F. Hansana — Deputy Director

Department of National Planning

5.

Mrs. L.A.Y. De Silva — Additional Director General

Department of Treasury Operations

6.

Mr. M.T.I. Kumara Rathna — Assistant Director

Welfare Benefits Board

7.
8.
9.

10.

Mr. Nimal Kotawalagedara — Chairman/Commissioner

Ms. Thamara Adikari — Additional Commissioner (Finance)
Mr. S.U. Chandrakumaran — Deputy Project Director/SPP
Mr. P.S. Ariyaratne — IT Specialist

Ministry of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Mrs. H.T.R. Nalika Piyasena — Additional Secretary (Social Empowerment)

Mrs. W.P. Gunarathne — Additional Secretary (Social Security & Foreign Affairs)

Mrs. J.C. Wickramarachchi — Director (National Secretariat for Persons of Disabilities)
Mr. K. Chathura Mihidum — Director (National Secretariat for Elders)

Mr. G.G.D. Kumara — Additional Director General (Planning)

Mr. H.K. Ranaweera — Director (Social Security & Welfare Benefit)
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Annexure Il

Public Finance Committee
Meeting

Welfare Benefits Board
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development

Purpose

Continuation of the Aswesuma program in year 2026 in terms of the Gazette
N0:2467/03 — 2025 dated 15.12.2025.

Existing Other Social Assistant Program — Gazette N0:2429/02 — 2025
dated 24.03.2025

Scheme Il

Projected Number of
Social Segment to receive the Welfare Benefits  individuals tobe eligible  Monthly Welfare Benefit

for welfare benefits Allowance (Rs.)

1 Persons with disabilities receiving the aid

310,000 10,500
2 Recipients of CKDU Allowance
50,000 10,000
3 Recipients of the monthly allowance granted for
elderly citizens
1,000,000 5,000

Note - Payments specified in the Schedule Il shall be paid up to 31st December 2025. However, from 30th April 2025, beneficiaries
mentioned in the Schedule Il who are not receiving transitional payments mentioned in the Schedule | shall be entitled to receive
payments under the Schedule Il. The payments, for beneficiaries identified through the welfare beneficiary list, shall be made under that
scheme.

Outline

Q Purpose

Q Existing Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme — Gazette No:2429/02 — 2025 dated 24.03.2025
Q Gazette No: 2467/03 -2025 dated 15.12.2025

Q Beneficiary count of Aswesuma Program

Q Beneficiary count of categorical payments

Q0 Aswesuma program — Progress of 2025

Q0 Aswesuma Program — 2026 Budget

QO WBB -Support Program

QO New Applicant Registration

Existing Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme — Gazette N0:2429/02 —
2025 dated 24.03.2025

Number of

Social Segment to receive Welfare

the Welfare Benefits Beneficiaries/ Allowance per

For the Month of April 2025

Transient 480,000 5,000
2

Vulnerable Up to December 2025 480,000 5,000
3

Poor Up to June 2026 960,000 10,000
4

Extremely  Poor Up to June 2026 480,000 17,500

*Note - These figures may subject to slight changes on the basis of estimating the beneficiary families.
**Note - In case where the number of family members stands at 02 or less than 02, only a half of the aforementioned allowance shall be
paid to the beneficiaries.

Gazette No: 2467/03 -2025 dated 15.12.2025

Scheme |
Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme

Number of
Welfare

Social Segment to receive the Beneficiaries/  Allowance per Family
Welfare Benefits Payments Period of Payment Families Unit (Rs.)

From January 2026 to June
2026, inclusive of both

Vulnerable months 480,000 5,000
From January 2026 to June
2027, inclusive of both

Poor months 960,000 10,000
From January 2026 to June
2027, inclusive of both

Extremely  Poor months 480,000 17,500

*Note - These figures may subject to slight changes on the basis of estimating the beneficiary families.

** Note- In case where the number of family members stands at 02 or less than 02, only a half of the aforementioned allowance shall be
paid to the beneficiaries.



Cont'd...

Payments to be made in respect of Persons with disabilities, patients of chronic kidney disease of
unknown etiology (CKDU), and recipients of the monthly allowance granted for elderly citizens

Scheme Il

Projected Number of

Social Segment to receive the Welfare individuals to be

Monthly Welfare

Benefits Benefit Allowance (Rs.)

eligible for welfare
benefits

1 Persons with disabilities receiving the aid

200,000 10,000
2 Recipients of CKDU Allowance
70,000 10,000
3 Recipients of the monthly allowance
granted for elderly citizens
1,000,000 5,000

Note - Payments specified under Schedule Il shall be paid up to 31st December 2026. However, although the beneficiaries who received the payments
categorized in transitional group under Schedule | of the Extraordinary Gazette No. 2429/02, dated 24th March 2025, do not receive those same payments under
this Gazette, they shall be entitled to receive the payments specified under Schedule I1. The payments, for the beneficiaries identified through the welfare
beneficiary registry, shall be made under that scheme.

Beneficiary count of categorical payments

Category Paymentamount 2025;::.;15 '.'“'.::" oF | Ceiling 2025 Ceiling 2026
[Financial support for low-income
isabled persons 10,00 - 162,59 310,00( 200,01
[Financial Support for Elderly
(Over 70 years) From WBB 5, 616,33
[Financial Support for Elderly
(Over 70 years) - DS 5, 282,08 910,788
IInstitutional Bencficiarics 2, 11,62
[Financial support for elderly (over
100 years of age) 5, 54 1,000,000 1,000,000
[Financial support for kidney
lpaticnts 10,00 47,02 50,00( 70,00
[Financial Assistance to purchase
[School Stationery 6, - 1,115,77:

Aswesuma Program — 2026 Budget

Budget Code Description Budget 2026
102-1-2-40-1501-033 ICash Grant for Low Income Families 151,364,000,001
102-1-2-40-1501-034 Support for Low Income Disable Person 19,000,000,00q
102-1-2-40-1501-035 Financial Support for Elderly (Over 70 years)

54,276,000,004

102-1-2-40-1501 -037 Financial support for Kidney Patients 6,360,000,00(
Financial Assistance to School Age Children

102-1-2-40-1501-039 9,000,000,00

Total 240,000,000,00q

Beneficiary count of Aswesuma Program

Aswesuma Low-income cash transfers

betm|| @ Payment 2025 actual number of T Period of
amount beneficiaries payment
Half 8,750
Severely 246,308
Poor
Full 17,500 165,052 411,360 480,000 |2026 January
Cash Grant 02027 June
forLow Half 5,000 368,474
Income Foor
Familics full 10,000 459,815 §25,289 960,000
Half 2,500
" 138,62
— 38,623 zoze ]January
o June
Full 5,000 279,349 417972 480,000
Total 1,657,621 1,920,000

Aswesuma program — Progress of 2025

(in Rs. billion)
" Original Revised
Budget Code Description Be"czﬁf‘ltﬁfv Allocation | Allocation Ex Z:;?tlure Progress
2025 (Dec) &
102-1-2-40- Cash Grant for Low Income
1501.033 Families 1,657,62 160.16 159.94 159.94] 100%
Sub Total 160.16 159.94 159.94
1021210 Pupport for Low Income 162599 3690 1570 1570 100%
102-1-2-40- Financial Support for Elderly
1501-035 (Over 70 years)
\WBB 910,247 2891 4827 4827 100%
Divisional Secretary
institution beneficiaries
102-1-2-40- Financial Support for Elderly
1501-036 (Over 100 years) 54 0.030 0.031 0031 100%
1021240- [Financial support for fdney 47,02 450 523 53| 100%
Sub Total 70.34 69.23 69.23 100%
102-1-2-40- Financial Assistance to
1501-039 purchase School Stationery 1115773 200 953 953|  100%
Total Expenditure 232.50 238.70 238.70| 100%
Program Source of Fund No. of Bene
Community Empowerment Program Departm.ent of World Bank/ADB/CF 320,000
from the Social Registry Samurdhi
Development
School Stationary Program Consolidated Fund 1,120,000
Ministry of Education (CF)

New Applicant Registration

Enabled the system for applicants seeking Aswesuma and categorical benefits
(Persons with Disabilities, CKDU, and Elderly).

It is proposed to enable the system to accept applications from disaster-affected
households.

Ministry of Defense has established a joined committee with Welfare Benefit Board,
under the chairmanship of the Director of the NDRSC.




