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Report of the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources
On
Regulations made by the then Minister of Fisheries under Section 61 of the Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/35 of 15th
February 2024
and
Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources under Section 29 of
the Fishermen’s Pension and Social Security Benefit Scheme Act, No. 23 of 1990 and published in
the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2428/13 of 19th March 2025 referred to the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources
Presented to Parliament by
The Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources,
Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries,
Aquatic and Ocean Committee
Tuesday, 06 January 2026
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Report of the Committee

The Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources at its meeting held on 05 January 2026
in Parliament, considered the following regulations:

Date of the Meeting: 05.01.2026 Time: 10.00 a.m.
. Non — Committee Members Present:

Committee Members Present Hon. M.S. Abthul Wazeeth

Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar (Chair)

Hon. Rathna Gamage (Deputy Minister)

Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe

Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah

Hon. Nihal Galappaththi

Hon. K. llankumaran

Hon. Ajith Gihan

Hon. Chandana Thennakoon

Hon. Stepni Fernando

Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran

Secretary to the Committee
o Mrs. Chandima Subasinghe, Assistant Director (Administration)
Officials Present:

o Mrs. N.A.A.P.S. Nissanka, Additional Secretary (Administration and Human Resources), Ministry of Fisheries, Aquatic and

Ocean Resources
o Officers of Departments and Institutes coming under the purview of Ministry of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources

Matters Considered:

¢ Regulations made by the then Minister of Fisheries under Section 61 of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No.
2 of 1996 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/35 of 15th February 2024 (Presented to the Parliament
on 18.12.2025)

The National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA) and other researchers have shown by research
reports conducted in Sri Lanka waters that mud crabs are a special fish species among the fishery resources that bring in
foreign exchange to Sri Lanka. Accordingly, the Ministry of Fisheries has focused its attention in preparing regulations to
manage mud crab fishing in Sri Lanka waters, and as a result, these regulations have been published.

Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources under Section 29 of the Fishermen’s
Pension and Social Security Benefit Scheme Act, No. 23 of 1990 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2428/13 of 19th March 2025 referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources (Presented to the Parliament on 18.12.2025)

In regulation 3 of the Fishermen’s Retirement and Social Security Benefits Scheme Regulations No.23 of 1990, published in
the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1 of 2025 which is referred to in item 1.3 above, the premium payable by the contributor who
pays contributions for the age, i.e. from 18 years to 55 years to be entitled to receive the basic pension is specified in “Schedule
A” and it is also provided that upon completion of the relevant age, the contributor becomes entitled to receive the pension
specified in “Schedule B”.

Decision of the Committee on the Requlations

After consideration, the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources, agreed to the above
mentioned Regulations referred to the Committee by Parliament.

The Committee resolved that this Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources, regarding the aforesaid Regulations thereon be presented to Parliament on January 06™ 2026, by Hon. Ramalingam
Chandrasekar, Chair of the Committee.



