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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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REQUEST TO RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to make this Announcement with reference to a
letter submitted to me on 10.11.2025 by the Hon. (Dr.)
Ramanathan Archchuna, Member of Parliament seeking
permission to raise a matter of Privilege, citing a
defamatory statement that had been made against him on
10.11.2025 during the Second Reading Debate of the
Appropriation Bill.

I wish to inform that I refer the matter stated therein to
the Committee on Ethics and Privileges to be considered
whether there has been any breach of Privilege, in terms
of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act, No. 21 of
1953, as amended.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. (Prof.)) A-HM.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil

Aviation)
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. B. Ariyawansha)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Gunawardana)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

(a0) (i) BIBwo-eme® g boed sec Development:
OIBOeE; Will he admit th
(i) ©® @B o Emdmd e S eOs (@) Will he admit that -
e OB DBowne; (i) the roads in the Trincomalee District,
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need to be widened;
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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asked the
Resources:

(3)651@mev, 676517

Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean

(a  Will he state -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that illegal fishing
activities are being carried out in the
Mullaitiva and Mannar Districts using
prohibited fishing methods and
unauthorized fishing vessels;

if so, the measures that have been taken to
curb those activities; and

the measures that will be taken in the future
to strengthen the surveillance and the
operational activities in that regard?

(b)

©
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Will he also state -

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the impact of the aforesaid illegal fishing
activities on the quality of fish production in
the Mullaitivu and Mannar Districts;

whether a survey has been conducted
regarding the impact of aforesaid illegal
fishing activities on the economy of the
fishermen in aforesaid districts;

the measures that have been taken to secure
the livelihoods and the income of the
ordinary fishermen affected by aforesaid
illegal fishing activities?

the reasons for not adequately enforcing the
law to curb these illegal fishing activities;
and

whether a proper coordination is being
maintained between the Ministry of
Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources,
the Sri Lanka Navy and the Sri Lanka
Police to combat these illegal fishing
activities?

If not, why?
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the Minister

of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

Will he inform this House the -

(@)

(b)

©

)
(ii)

number of pensioners in Sri Lanka at
present; and

amount allocated for the payment of
pensions from the year 2020 to date,
separately for each year?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether he accepts that when considered as
a family unit, the pension of a pensioner is
considered a shared benefit rather than an
individual benefit; and

accordingly, the procedure followed in
relation to the pension of a pensioner after
his/her death?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(@

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

there is a severe scarcity of drinking water
in the Pottuvil and Lahugala Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions of the Ampara
District; and

the then governments implemented the
Heda Oya Water Supply Project in 2018,
2019 and 2020, spending Rs. 150 million,
Rs. 25 million and Rs. 50 million,
respectively, with the aim of providing a
solution to the said scarcity of drinking
water?

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

the present status of the said project that
was implemented as a solution to the
scarcity of drinking water; and

whether steps will be taken to restart the
said project, as its implementation would
meet the drinking water demand of the
residents in the Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions mentioned in (a) (i) above?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Labour:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Department of Labour has
taken steps to notify employers regarding
the non-payment of contributions to the
Employees’ Provident Fund since October,
2024;

(i) the time period for which notices of
surcharges for non-payment of
contributions to the Employees’ Provident
Fund have been issued;

(iif) if the collection of surcharges has been
delayed for an extended period, the reasons
for such delay; and

(iv) whether steps have been taken to provide
relief to enterprises affected by the 2019
Easter attack, the COVID-19 pandemic and
the 2022 economic crisis, when imposing
surcharges?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®01 (000¢3) Cr®m0esY ¢ddEsN OB H®s.

®0 (@00¢1) Cr®BNETY ¢8DY 50 Vs

(orer Ll (sweugglwi) E)rmiopraer o)idgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Speaker, under Standing Order No. 27(2), I
would like to ask a Question from the Minister of Health
and Mass Media.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over now.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You have 11
minutes.
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(oresryflg (sweusHwi) Mewal Fred - Nrdd Furprgs L

(Bewduss

G sefler sailFrermib)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Speaker, I rise to express my views during the
Second Reading of the Appropriation Bill for 2026
presented to this House by the Hon. President in his
capacity as the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development on the 07" of November, 2025.

At the outset, I wish to commend the Hon. President
and his team at the Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development for presenting a forward-looking
Budget, which seeks not only to consolidate our
economic stability, but also to rekindle the faith that
people have on governance, so as to deliver progress and
justice for all.

Sir, this Budget is being debated at a time when our
nation stands at the crossroads of economic revival and
renewal. The economic reforms of the past year has
placed us on the path of fiscal stability. Now, the Budget,
2026 seeks to translate that stability into tangible benefits
for our citizens through education, healthcare,
employment and national unity.

Let us remember that a Budget is not merely a
financial document, but a reflection of our moral and
social priorities; it tells the people where we wish to take
this country and what values we stand for, as leaders
entrusted with their confidence.

The Budget, 2025 outlines a prudent approach,
increasing revenue collection through widening of the tax
net, improved tax compliance and digitalization, while
ensuring that expenditure is channelled towards
productive sectors such as education, health and
infrastructure development for the benefit of people of all
walks of life. This delicate balance between fiscal
discipline and social responsibility must remain the
guiding philosophy of our economic management. It is in
keeping with this perspective that the Budget, 2026 has
been put together.

We particularly welcome the Government’s
commitment to uplift the public sector and bring dignity
back to the Public Service. The second stage of the
public sector salary increase would be paid to all public
servants from January, 2026. An amount of Rs. 110
billion has been provided for this. Also, the second stage
of the pension revision for those who retired before 2020
would be paid from July, 2026, for which Rs. 20,000
million has been allocated. In addition, the interest-free
festival advance, which stood at Rs. 10 000, has been
increased to Rs. 15 000.

The nation welcomes the approval given to recruit
75,000 individuals to positions such as technical officers,
law enforcement officers, revenue officers et cetera to
maintain essential public services. What deserves
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applause in this endeavour is that such recruitments and
promotions would be carried out only in accordance with
prescribed examinations and service requirements, free
from political interference so as to provide equal
opportunity to all.

Another very welcome aspect of the Budget, 2026 is
the granting of a daily wage increase of Rs. 400 to our
estate workers. This, to me personally, is a heartening
feature of this Budget. Having worked at the Nuwara
Eliya Hospital for four years, which was the beginning of
my career as a medical officer, I noted that that hospital
caters for 75 per cent of the estate sector workers, who are
the backbone of our world renowned "Ceylon Tea".
Although they are a vital contributor to our national
economy and foreign exchange earnings, they have,
unfortunately, long remained a relatively unappreciated
segment of our working class. This increase in daily
wages granted to them is actually a tribute to those hands
which pick the world renowned “two leaves and a bud”
that goes to make the best tea in the world.

The allocation from the Budget, 2026 to make
provision to continue with the Rs. 6,000 paid to a family
towards expenses for stationery is commendable. It is a
shot in the arm and an encouragement for the school
children and their families.

The allocation of Rs. 11,000 million for improving the
facilities and infrastructure of the medical faculties of the
Sabaragamuwa, Ruhuna, Uva Wellassa and Eastern
Universities is a move in the right direction. Then, the
Proposal in the Budget, 2026 to increase the Mahapola
allowance by a further Rs. 2,500 to what was granted in
2025, taking the total amount of what they would receive
to Rs. 10,000 monthly is a great boost to our future
generation of graduates and the educated class of this
country. These, Sir, are long-term commitments that
would shape the next generation of Sri Lanka.

As a medical doctor for over 37 years, I am deeply
encouraged by the allocation in this Budget to strengthen
our national health services, especially, the establishment
of a 16-storey Cardiology Unit. Though the present
Cardiology Unit does a herculean task, catering to a vast
number of patients who call over there, unfortunately, it is
constrained by space and infrastructure. This initiative,
Sir, is both timely and visionary. Heart diseases account
to 40 per cent of our national mortality! The decision to
expand the capacity through a dedicated National Cardiac
Unit will save lives, reduce waiting lists and train a new
generation of specialists. It also demonstrates something
very vital; it demonstrates this Government’s view on
healthcare not as an expenditure, but as an investment in
our human capital. This move represents not just a
progress in infrastructure, but a milestone in extending
compassion and public service.

Also, the assistance that will be granted to
Thalassemic patients is commendable. Thalassemic
patients - Sir, you know very well - are those who are
born to Thalassemic minor parents. When both parents
are Thalassemic minor, they have a 25 per cent chance of
having a Thalassemic major baby. It is a big burden even
for a very well-to-do family. I know a couple of well-to-

do Thalassemic families, whose children, with the best of
care, could not survive beyond 25 years of age. Among
our general population, their survival is nothing more
than 13 to 15 years. They have to have chelation therapy
to remove excess iron. At least five days a week, they
have to have regular blood transfusions. So, this Budget
has made provision for a grant of Rs. 10,000 for a
deserving family who have Thalassemic children. I would
personally suggest to this Legislature that we make
genetic screening of susceptible population in this country
mandatory and send them for counselling, in case both
parents are found to be Thalassemic minor. However, I
would refrain from saying that they should be
discouraged from getting married, but they should be
educated about the risks and no legal provision should be
brought in at the moment to prevent their marriage.

Sir, we all are aware of the growing threats posed by
synthetic drugs. Another decisive and commendable
measure in this Budget is the allocation of funds to
strengthen the Government's war on narcotics. This is a
battle to save the very soul of our nation, a battle to save
our school children and for the safety of all our
communities. We are all aware of the growing threat
posed by synthetic drugs that destroy young lives and the
not-so-young lives, undermining the moral fabric of our
society. The Budget’s financial commitment to this
national effort signifies that this Government is not
treating it as a law enforcement problem alone, but also as
a public health and social challenge. As a physician, I
have seen the devastation those drugs cause in the mind,
the body and within families. Therefore, I strongly
endorse the decision to enhance rehabilitation centres,
improve public health education on addiction and support
preventive health programmes.

Sir, beyond these sectors, the Budget reflects renewed
commitment to inclusive growth, ensuring that its benefits
reach every region, every community and every family.
The focus on SMEs, digital infrastructure and agricultural
modernization shows that we are preparing the ground for
an economy that empowers entrepreneurs, encourages
innovation and values productivity.

Sir, fiscal credibility is as important as fiscal content.
The international community has acknowledged that Sri
Lanka has begun to restore trust through responsible
governance. We must ensure - and, it is certain - that
every rupee allocated reaches its intended purpose,
whether it be for a school in Monaragala, a hospital in
Jaffna or a housing complex in Puttalam.

Sir, the Budget, 2026 is not the end of reform; it is a
continuation of  nation rebuilding. It provides the
framework for a resilient economy, a healthier nation and
a disciplined society.

Sir, I would like to conclude by reminding this House
that while the masses would judge how sincere and
transparent the Government has been in implementing
this Budget, they would also judge what valuable
suggestions and constructive criticism came from the
Opposition to once again make Sri Lankans smile.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Kodeeswaran. You have 13 minutes.

Kaveenthiran

[0, 12.02]

® »OBIREST ewIDBOIBT Dwmo

(omevsr L@ Hefbdresr G miesreurest)

(The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran)
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BlLUbSHOTHEhdBE v B)hs BTL 1q6T GLIT(HETTSTISHMS
ewwwiiu®Bsgsl, Lalpsslow ewwiu®sSs), WwsedL enL
ewLwwliL(hdE s Qarevst(Heuriini L ] auyey
QFeveSH P L orEGeu BriIssT LTTSESSTEDTD. @b aurey
QFvaydsFl L g3l  slsearey  BHerewwwrer  aill_wmkiger
2 6Ter_daLILL 1g (HSITM6ST. @)([HHS TV,

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

IO O W Grewmewssy 9O fHews,
Boewless mOwnwemn@ [oo (eedes) Sedd @il @womaf
Boes2390;8) Ses.

QYSITLID S, FLITBTUIST
ySBTTFASSlTny  YEVCa, LITHF  FLMBTUWIST  GYeUTHeT
[woressr il (swauggluir) Mervai Frad)] sewsvswi suslsHmiser.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

LOTERTLILOI S YU 6T

®0 Bewdss G506
(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may continue.

o6 o853 oygdces

NBDR )
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?
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®0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, that matter should
draw the attention of the Hon. Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning.

Hon. Kodeeswaran, sorry about that interruption.
Now, would you proceed with your speech? I will give
you whatever time that was lost.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Allowed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe. You have 11
minutes.
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Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(orerflg Wrdd surprwst jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sugath Thilakaratne. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Palani Thigambaram. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna. You have
11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. T.K. Jayasundara. You have nine
minutes.
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Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, your time is up.

@G S.0%. BweysIes Swmo

(oressryflg F.Css. gwaHbsr)

(The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara)

@G Bewdds mOsnen®B, eddls dewl Baey g8
20w B Oed HDD ¢Dws! OO, & mbed Bl
gD DOm@e OO Bexdm OB v Sesved
O fOdeumed »D ACY emens SH»O comment S
BBw0 »O&B o® WD vx’Bw Bw Ageed. Jeoud gdwImwd
Bods) DOm® @O 651rDd esNMEeBD Bt & DOmw By
WO ged 0ed 9fwmimsed By o MIOCCHD 20N
1®®0. B, @@ Bwo BPeed 08 eBTBBRsT Dieni.

Clo G ¢ OQd

8e 89 ezt oo

BB &) evEy) ¥10

2ewd gw D18 ¢y C0

©® ¢ ®@®, gsiBOD o Bwu. I» qged 6ed i @®
20F. Y, ¢DmwWd BYeed eWo; B LOBGS. I»
@@ BLsI) W BV BLE OO Srndo.

©D0evI® &nBE.

®S Bewdsns G50

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma
Bandara. You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara. You have nine
minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran to the Chair?
eBemd Owmn
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. KAVEENTHIRAN KODEESWARAN took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage. You have been
allotted 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha. You have
been allotted 13 minutes.

[g.90. 2.19]

®S H>ET DBENS Bw®W dvw™o

(omessrLyfl@ HedlstT LISTL T $uwioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

YRowsNGi®d) 0 OTEHROB, ©O gl P 2®
B8ERCH RIN®Q EdnBOsTn eOm. dedvews’ DEH®s
PeBe)ed B gw Dw 938ss WO Bedm gdEGied
00y BBve S WO 0D PO 88acd ©©
@BRg 005 0.

e® eRed vef s e 988y WS @® Om O
D00 GBIy DCEW  OmedE  Beamdl. g8
RINOTIed 8y tw O B8O O W»IE, Em
B @m geng Bws) ACSHE Y@EmI@ g0 Boadmo.

858w ¢DFOCE OBFOS N0 ®m WmE, @O
HaReD sgPOB gw Dewsl 00 wme §eFO8
eB® T YRIwWH HIdm WEIE BWB) ®ICEHs BOIBTVD.
28 @edQOc B3wi. & Bwo a8 ¢simd 0dmy mEOE
@901 am00e 8880w gEmed®rin 8 9E8ur WA O
Om O BEBDED aned admody §eE am®» WO
O3B0 D, HINE, VIO ed Geadndd 00 »e el
OO Bwe® WS o5y B @D H HLNOE BeadsrDo.
©8®NJ FOHOE Bwed® WS Bedm y@rews Bwwd a53¢dE.
090 DO aoed Bwuwd 1008 28edn8 e Swee®
WO BPoed. 0dn ecwr @y oWl a8 ¢simd, vyBe
2w 01088 @ ErNI8BR BDD, DT &&8m
OsEm®, ¢@8w Hoime ewsis Wmoeem gOI®
80805 eI BESrgmw mOmD BwEs. 28®
© o5 HYTETOD OO D18528w00s 05T »me YoEOBsT
O SEumwn, e¢mPOs Bwe® merg Bum yEm® gsd
gwsIey eDm. @8 WY TImn o, »YFerTo®
Bostes! ©0 “0nlsBn@ed ©® 0. & 005 »oy
§eCO Bwe® evnme »IFOeE »OB ¢80 ©® gw 1w
200 DO evB wsles. DO agpeg wdmeEams
Beadmdr. ouBe gw Ded duEmc I NEH® gud
810 8E00 Busisy Bedsies!, o® aw Dy ©yde gw
D1ed® yBIOVeH BT Bws SR,

Fitch Ratings qenme Buestery e@male Bweco ¢8
amn. e eghon B8O amd s gsiesy CCC plus
Bum dmed. e® gw D §8m» mdevnm o BRw
380 egdmoewsy cwid BT YOO Buc a8 oD
BOwo. wNB, VDY el BOedD? gw D@ Hww 2024
dwel Bgeed Bwwd 4.5° ecewd. 20258 ge D1 Bww
Bwwd 5.1 ¢80 018 e0E Bedmdr. HO8m Gaed® edvw
2024 dwed 2.3x ocud BAyeed. Im 2.5 ed ©wd
5@ @meBsy OB 98 0O Beamlesy. & amd DO
30 00 gw DiwE eBeMBIEnY, 0yLEBWO NPEE AL
O 9888 WOy qw D BI3O.

aC e3)On . @f0Idem MEWE OB Yew. 390
76 @ooswe o1 BeE gty RO, 0®wv. w8, o®
28B00xnedsl O wmnd owd o Ee aew
yBedmimw 8y meg, ey wilnm D@ 88edew,
aew @8lm 0@0F oty yOOsT g vmr, BB 88 o®
000 wegrt gB¥zNe Bwnm ASenE YED® 80 Bedmdo.

9O v OB 88Dren D1EHWHIO g¢ e DR
Bodsiend? qud Onm8, 0® xedt)d &BOJem el
@O o OB B8Bren DB ®BY W WeE eI



1081 2025 e2%0®28 13 1082

Becs. VAT 690 O 0 qucows® 8800 8Bws 300 s®en
88 WIBI®Y ewidzn WS Beamd. Jemsl OzTesy
e®mmwe? DumO CHBL®O O OWELT WOB D1rNH
B020E0s VAT o 00dsis 0D ®od 88w
pemeds D ®BIOE @i B Bedmd. Fhed
20 CHBWw®O ¥ OMELE) WOB. IVCECHB BBIEwW,
CRICD 038w, ewIdHemE BBIeWw, ddeImen, DS
Ded DBIOE OB w@izns ) Bedndr. 0® 8Rwd ged
edgFme €8T Vv »I® wden Bwsimy yOOsI. S
B0 8. TDed ¢DwmO GIBuE e %1 HHECH) &8¢
DO, gesy, & ©ge Dvlmens, e DBDBIBDBHS
VAT ¢GO @n® 0 Bedmds, o8 &“mlueBn®. asd
OB OFO HrnIehn® & cOEOE O u80ien
01508308 w5TO BGEAD W1 WE2. HHYS, @¢ @ EBEB D,
©® 5503 Bn® VAT om swg 8000 adeon a¢@Ee
Bedm 0.

©® Ced yB) D100 HEHZNOW Beadmd. ©® Jed
50 Bwesiey @B oy &0 183 edegewmd. & 1838
eDegeHICOCO »nOed O1nd »OLION yOEF WOBI®
98 »wd wmE WO, OO B Bz »Os
8@lmO HE WVBTID IeeCBR OB GBI
D102308mw5TO & @DeEd ¢ WS E¢BIBIE ®e® 9BIH EwId
GecoBod, 0008 Dodmwed, g Dndwemwed VAT
B0 swed gdeonm & Onwlmwemys VAT ¢cd g
DO T DOern’! edems’ edxiersy e®imuie? &
E0 D06 I OB @D, @md eDEDD  EH
D10000C e 9T»00, »O cudmews, e¢ecen,
BBECED BB, OMEcH ®OTieryy JevFecs, I8
BoFesIsy JemFecd, Ged osfeordy SomEecd, ¢
westenys, gomd ®»Ogn ooty demFecd. ¢c e®
eYnd Bw PTO ¢@nd oLdmwes’ osims 8¢ @D
Beamds, 8 O Oid »oxiy 8g 0D Bedmdr. ©ed
951y @Bowm BBRPTIO eOm @8 BEO WIedd) C {BIvN.
2 ¢5¥ & BByIO B¢ 00 Beastery & 98 8c0 VAT
O OB HOE EODIHE.

ey, a0 WS E€wirne® QVFOwWwed “mm SGSA
eudfen edt)edsic @e v O ©u3®iem DS YE®
oo, A 9CED® mdevs VAT o one Sedsiesy
Bem Adene y@dnw gud Bedmd. syBe meed wo
OGO Yoreds; @chds, god nls ¢ BEFD) VIOW Bwy
e¢eam O MmECH eCeom. & »OB, WIedtovide
B30 88T Bwsy dm. woadthmded e ©® y@rgwwnl
8 0 Bedmydr. H»NB ¢ Bw @hoded wieded
008 O1B00. & 8 8O Poed emensic? & 01888 Hoed
Doy Y B@D EBE WO, Doy PBIBH®B WOBIB
20800 g5in) Beso. F Bewn BanE Dwews’ 600 Dwwm godho.
2ol  0e0sl oethed JEem e 98w Buw.
©e3e0M0B0 BE §eC YOrmw . Yen® RO
$BRD WOy 0O BRFO®E® D18 BrIg 050edB dew®
Poed. w8, & e @m0 e 20262 creastesy sywr.
O50® Do YHewws 20262 gomeme »osTesy mywr. &
Ben RIPOT el 9CH®ORD wsiny YOOI DGR ¢
0BeHBEBY D

©® @3RN0 WH® a8 BOD 0O PeIPOO BEdn
DT @¢5ID) A5y BiEo. 90n® Bmc, 8 ¢doides »c
¢o¥oN. 88 3000 el W OB DESHDERD Bod vy
28 clotdemdcd o8 ohed mwr. vi8, evBws &

cdendsamdEO #8CE Bedmridr; gblm st Im
OB Beamn. 0@ime &7 ¢ emdwed y@mdEO dwed
D BE 000 YEHWO dwe® . O 8¢ 8Ea¢
y@me0 Begds P BSum® B ®»OTH O
BEedew . ©® mn, Sod eseden ©sIfDdewn
B Beamdn, @y dedn mpewids IBwem 58 god
B, IBumred ¢OEEr BN DT 3eEID
OB On® Bwer Bedsiesy. 0® BHeasles’, gc OO ged
Research Office deomsd o emdns;. e® @ednd o®
3P0IEeO essIBY BICW BE OB WD BCHE 90 DB
ecwem 0D B DD g0 evemH .

w0 ©0; OEROB, DO dWecwed vwmmnie
emeredd eosiom AW Y Bumd. w8, dodse
Doy, Bd08NE  @w8wedosy, ©¥i8wedost
Bone oXdwer mes dedvr eedsDGIBIODN, Gdidw,
O¥DEBDGBTOD Dwmwew Eedstes’ i RYsIO
ClAw OO of nOB Dwm 88O Om. YsTed DaFBw
D0 155, AP0 & baFBed deesIm, 8O 5O exnws
ged 0O nE 9¢s’ »OSIed 0w Jed BBHOD EH
©¢5ID) @gRDY Om e¥RDW HOB & Divm 888D d®. a¢
O 80 & Doy 8880 S B WO Bedmdr. amo
200w BN BnBeBOSeme 00D DatBwwesy
DEOR -eedsDGsT, Sodvr 0eDesD0Y, @8esIcOnI-
O BOD g0 OnmB, "8 VvemEesied Diwvwm
8880 O ¢ BwEr. den® Bwy & 2o
s e® ©d #IEE i ¢@Bn® BIBw dw Orw
DD WO 00 Bamd, "oy Owvm 888D
D0 00T Ve BwEr. 20 Dwwnm 8880 vy
O @OTDNG Gosss Donsy 88O et Bywi. ¢sd
Do 8880 vy W VIINB, Derdsr, eeDsDGBIO, &
Ded® Diwm 880 S P @n s BEBHIO
Do 8880 Om 200 WOYH WOBIBY. O Doy 888D
BaE y@reme ¢F@8DE, ¢c @0, @00 sl Beamn. &
230 & Dovm ewemsIm gdEMd ecmm. o®me &
D BWO e ¢, Im. & DafBed e
30O, Im. & ylocewd »® DagBed d€ gntm,
Oen® HMBFH® TomEEs? 0dm»n DanfBsIOEO 030w
Goesxs eEDed dé 9uim & Diws 8880 dms ewndw Y.

©® 28Ee®sInDO &y tedt)ed OB B,
"ge0 Doy 8880 AT BW, Doy A BN, BIE
0 o0 W, S Dot BEE D& ®»OTHO" Bweo.
Bev® WOBID W @@ IWme, Gy eEde, Bev® BNFHO
28Be®xTn ¥4 Jow Busles Adeng VOB wdn
&S00, RINOBEO ¢ »OB eFedries’, emdOS D@
e00n 8Eed®sin ©5IFDccwmd WoTmy Bedmbdg
BeEr. IOTEed &ExnlsBn®  oxfesy oy
enEemdddewsy. ¢8 Burlesy ev® eris) Avy; BwWE&.
@®ime, BeNJANSed R emISws D3 & 0edB
00 WEse ¢d® WS ontm vy Ihed wsim Ay
RIROBIE Doy 38D WO A%, VIHOIE ®®D
w5ie @ VIO ed dxfee ¢im B8BLysIo @
WO A5y Qwem 8 BusIm Qvx. 88 Busery Sv&.
[P0 DE@zS] Sod ewvelc mG Yew, Business Class
@600 upgrade mdevm BwEs. Business Classde wsiz
. ©0; ®ONEHR® G O 6O Bwo, Economy
Class do. den® 020008, On® SedBD BB, & aog
ONNOED 8O DB BB PR VO 0O wWmrYDs Doedd
0596008 053, TDred Wi 5. JD) 30808 ®»OsID dn%.



1083 208Ee®5Ind 1084

[06 »EBY Dedend Bw®» Owma]

&0 JO0 AW ©20e08. Medi)ed VIO ¢’ I»
Om @ 0108een 5 AV a8 B0, o500 ®
OTEROB. 0@ e®m Bl nOB 0 Bw® D10 syBe
E50BeBOCHEO DES §10000d. & o®immte ¢simae?
®® BdDs, ged 8w »EYPOB, I gwed @b m
»8P008 B8DocwmO O5Im Bw. 0® 8Hhhde ¢y ©®O5Y
& odensy NEDs, "edmO Bowrsd 5O emgedm
B, 'O ©®E1 T2 2 0emdDDr eDmHs 8 m®O.

2838m »OJQO Om BDcwd wed By & piSm
BB @¢m O DD mEr B, ©® 5O BBy ¢ VBIHD,
00 W™ yOs ¢ BwEr. @®emEEHO 6O werdm
I Bws) O 0s53DsIn) nO8 00 & cdEdE & od® O
oIy 0ged. VB I ®» 8w »HEBVe SwBdn
PIPw@IB P8 mY »mBIOE ¥ edey & o »eo.
253800 @88m ®BY 0w edMOD emesed DDicws
»OY BOD. »HYT OO O BRH® WY Dicw O
@ @® ced 8BHy » OTBD FRowsNow @
OGO, abSm 8 BEeded Bedsiery wmde, I
3838w 8 BEedg Bwod®m mOsIny by md¢ Bw.
8¢ 8 cupOBED VWO Ve B OB aed ed
SE00 A OB B Joad @ WO HOOsY I
B, 8¢ OB o8 Bedmd, e® emEETO O@
DOBID D BBEo.

20182 ©® 388w eumryem BEY® WEBW 8057 OB M.
o anwd 1,000, 0BE SpeBen 9Bn®0 ©©
IR0 0D, 30OBOSw BB & @Dded ®O R
¢5Y ©0ewlvwd. HYT VIROTEO GO Bw & amo
1,0000 & apewddmen eom O5Im, 0® @8dide aineD.
DB, 388m s 10 ve¢myDr BODr. »HEwT¢ SwBedes
HOBR® BBEE oo Visit mer. e@mmy  9simHd,
ARG OIER®r. @ I, I ©ODS eI
OBt BeE. @¢ 000 ewldm DB HRED
Beas) eG® Dxsad nems’ BT On» Bedziesy
BB evmyeny BE® mved. & »®B, Synergy
Pharmaceuticals Corporation &m. &» o&hcs S8um
1400 apostmnB. 8 & 88ed @ m»SEy Bedmd.
VIO BB ACT®. 0®ime, DR WOTI® HyOOBY
DO e@m> 9D BrE esem5Iesy 53 H1. BB
OB JOOT ®EBNWOF DO 9uImd. & ¢wd HO® OB
PewlsnHwE evemsimy N8 @D Bedmd. »O® Om
etOEs O cvwemnIm B 0DE) BedmDl, HoB3e
aemem BE® ®Ewed. ¢8 & adas DO8DO werd
Beadmrydn. a8 ¢ewddm eosnEEr Beadmds. a8 D18 mo
Beadmds. qclen DmwmBen d8wd g¢ IO &
DxzaBe DECTID YOOI,

®C §RoesBN0e) OIE

(orerLfl@ SeweveLETERIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi. You
have 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, your time is over. Please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake. You have
11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Deputy Minister, your time is up. Please wind

up.
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(The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. D.V. Chanaka. You have been allotted
12 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni - Deputy Minister of
Health)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. KAVEENTHIRAN KODEESWARAN left the
Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) SAGARIKA ATHAUDA took the Chair.
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“SL’s reserves dip in Oct.”

Now, if you have a surplus in foreign exchange, you
cannot have your reserves dropping. When the Hon.
Ranil Wickremesinghe left office, there was US Dollars
6,485 million by 25™ September last year in reserves.
After 13 months, now it has come down to US Dollars
6,220 million. So, there cannot be a drop. That is why,
Hon. Minister, with all respect, [ want your Government
to realize that the independent Central Bank is not the
problem, but the cause of your problem.

®5 ®emd ®esIess’ Owmn

(omessrLyifl @ w@err &Gewwrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

So, they are spending dollars and earning rupees.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is right, absolutely. The Hon. Mano Ganesan
knows that because his community helps and contribute
to earn dollars through the tea industry. Owing to having
discussions with the IMF and going ahead with the IMF
Programme, the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe sacrificed
his political career for the development of the country
and we thank him for that. On the other side, you are only
looking at the rupee increase. But, what about the dollar
increase? In April, 2028, we have got to pay roughly an
US Dollars 3,259 million. For that, we must have foreign
exchange coming in. The IMF is not bothered about
foreign exchange. They only want to perpetuate poverty
in this country. I am a person who has been dead against
that. You would require them, but you only require their
prescription and we must do our own diagnosis and what
is good for the country.



1119 208Ee®5Ind 1120

[©6; 68 mSremisnnm Owmo]

G060 O OTENOB, ¢w D106s’ ICH® BDE GB
O5iery @® Jed @lb8m Wdowdw @B WOsTesy
0000 BB, 0® Bws BGDcHIDE - stability O -
20asB. IMF 9% oemm momds, ¢ ©ydsim yodxsy
BBwmO ged fiscal - [Interruption. ]

®C § RN OIEn®

(omevsTL 0@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO OIEn®, VIR0 »OF Dend 2 S
BedsIexy. You have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Out of the 17 minutes alloted to you, you now have
only two minutes left. - /Interruption.]
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Hon. Presiding Member, I wish to commence by
making some comments with regard to certain remarks
made yesterday. Sir, the Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar,
Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources,
yesterday spoke very eloquently about the Government’s
policy on dealing with drugs. The war against drugs is
something that we, as a party, will fully support because
the Northern and the Eastern Provinces are the worst
affected by that menace. In the course of his comments, I
interjected with his permission and mentioned that unless
the Government deals with the involvement of the
military in the spreading of drugs, this matter cannot be
dealt with in the North and the East. It is an unfortunate
hangover from the war years. As we know, Sir, during
the war, the military establishment had a counter-
insurgency strategy, and that strategy, unfortunately,
involved the spread of drugs in the North and the East so
that the youth did not go and join the LTTE. Similarly,
there were other vices that were systematically spread.
But, now, the war is over and it has been 17 years since
then and we have consistently been asking the
consecutive governments which had governed since the
end of the war to deal with that counter-insurgency
strategy because for as long as the military remains in the
North and the East in the way that they do and still have
that same mindset, then dealing with issues such as drugs
- the war against drugs - would be an utter failure.

Now, when I made those comments, the Hon. Minister
of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources stood up and
agreed with me. He would agree with that because he has
been living in Jaffna for the last 15 orl6 years,
representing the JVP. He cannot say that what I said is a
lie because then, he cannot go to Jaffna. You understand?
So, naturally, the Hon. Minister, in a responsible way,
agreed. But, to my surprise, the Hon. Deputy Minister of
Defence, who is here - I started my comments today with
this issue because he is here - stood up and denied it;
when his speech came up soon after, he denied it saying
that the military is very pure and that Gajendrakumar

Ponnambalam must produce the evidence. Sir, I can tell
you with utmost responsibility that when the people
affected go to the police station to make complaints
against the military, the police refuse to accept those
statements. When these matters have been brought up
every month in the District Coordinating Committee - not
only during this Government’s time, but even during the
previous governments' time; not only during the times of
Ranil Wickremesinghe or Gotabaya Rajapaksa, but even
before that during Mahinda Rajapaksa’s time - even the
Chairmen of the DCC , who have always been from the
government, agreed that the military is involved. But,
here, the Deputy Minister of Defence a Government
which calls for a system change standing up and
completely denying it is completely unacceptable! I can
tell you with utmost responsibility that the military has a
presence in that. Sir, in the Vanni, the ratio of the
presence of the military is 1:2, for every two citizens, you
have one military personnel. Do you mean to tell me that
without the military’s knowledge the drug menace could
happen? Do you mean to say that? Whom are you trying
to fool? In Jaffha, that ratio is 1:14 - that is the official
figure and with the military intelligence, we know that it
is much higher - and do you mean to say that without
your knowledge this could happen? So, please do not fool
us! Sir, I do not want to make personal comments against
the Deputy Minister of Defence.

We know that when he was in charge of the
Eastern Province and when two police officers were
killed at the Vavunativu checkpoint, the LTTE was
accused. They tried to make out that it was former LTTE
cadres who were trying to recreate the LTTE, which was
an utter lie and he was the Commander of the Eastern
Province at that time. Sir, I do not want to cast personal
aspersions, but [ am saying this with utmost
responsibility.

This Government has our best wishes, this
Government will have our entire support against the war
on drugs and all other vices. But, I am telling you again,
in the North and the East, without you dealing with the
military's involvement in that, you will never get rid of
that menace. And, I can tell you again, it is those retired
military officers who are now involved in this strained
drug menace in the South because you all did not deal
with it in the last 17 years. It is now a menace even in the
South. So, for God’s sake, please make sure that Deputy
Ministers of Defence do not whitewash what is
essentially a cancer that started in the North and the East
and is now spreading all over the country.

Sir, I read through the entire Budget Speech. I am not
a fast reader. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake might
have taken four-and-a half hours for that, but I took about
six to seven hours reading his entire Speech. Then, I went
through all the supporting documents also. This Budget
unlike the previous one, which was the NPP’s first
Budget, does not say anything about the North and the
East. At least in the first Budget, there was some
tokenism about roads for the Northern Province. Rs. 5
billion was allocated in the first Budget for new roads and
that was made out to be a huge amount of money that had
been allocated for the Northern Province. Sir, the
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Northern Province has five districts and that comes to
about Rs.1 billion per district. So, I asked the Divisional
Secretaries of all those five districts what this Rs. 1 billion
for roads amount to in practical terms. They said 20
kilometres of roads per district. So, this is what we are
told as being having emphasis for the Northern Province
and the Eastern Province. For the Eastern Province, there
was nothing! There was just one sentence in the previous
Budget: India will take care of the Eastern Province. In
the Northern Province, we have the roads. The funniest
part is, Jaffna got Rs.1 billion from that Budget and in the
previous year under Ranil Wickremesinghe when the
economy was even worse, Jaffna had Rs. 1.2 billion! So,
actually, we had a Rs. 0.2 billion reduction. So, that is
what happened last time.

There was, at least, that tokenism last time. This time,
there is not even that, nothing for the North and the East,
which was a war zone for almost 35 years; that was a war
zone Those people in that 35 years had to face an
economic embargo and in 2001 when I first became a
Member of Parliament, a litre of petrol in Jaffna was Rs.
2,000! Do you think that for those 35 years when we had
an economic embargo, we could have grown our
economy? We were systematically pauperized; we were
systematically pauperized in the name of fighting the
LTTE, but it was the average Tamil-speaking people who
were systematically pauperized. Okay, there was a war.
Today, there is no war. During the 17 years after the end
of the war, has any government chose to identify the fact
that the North and the East are different from the rest of
the country?

No. But, you cannot expect that from the previous
governments. If you go by this present Government’s
logic, you cannot expect that from the previous
governments because the NPP Government says that the
previous governments were racist. They governed for the
last 76 or 77 years because they were racist, anti-minority,
anti-Tamil, anti-Tamil-speaking and they discriminated
against the Tamils. So, naturally, you cannot expect those
governments, even after the war, to think in terms of,
“Look, the North and the East must be looked at
separately. We must protect the people’s economy in the
North and the East, allow it to grow and then, allow it to
compete with the rest of the country”. You cannot expect
the previous governments to do that. But, this
Government? Oh, no! This Government is different, is
that not so? They came in on a system change; they came
in as a leftist party, fundamentally. And, if I remember
correctly, the last time I checked, leftism was pro-
protectionism, was "pro-", wanting to protect the
weakened people, build them up so that, then, they can
stand up and compete with the rest. But, that has not
happened; in one year, that has not happened.

Instead, what do we have in this Budget? Only two
times, something about the North or the East has been
mentioned in this Budget, Sir, and that is with regard to
the Lower Malwathu Oya Multipurpose Development
Project, for which Rs. 5,000 million has been allocated
primarily for the development of irrigation, land
cultivation and agriculture of the Northern Province,
particularly for the Mannar District. Rs. 5,000 million!

Sir, I am saying this with utmost responsibility. That
project was identified during the time of Gotabaya
Rajapaksa as well. We objected to it, I will tell you very
bluntly. Because of the implementation of this project,
only 15 Muslim families were going to get affected as
when that project is implemented, there are certain lands
that would go under water. So, only 15 Muslim families
would have got affected. But, the Gotabaya Rajapaksa
Government identified 1,500 Sinhala families from the
Anuradhapura District and said that they, too, would get
affected. I am saying with utmost responsibility, Sir - by
going through all the details from the Divisional
Secretaries - that those 1,500 families have no effect at all
with regard to this project. But, they were going to be
relocated into Cheddikulam in Vavuniya South. So, we
objected to that saying, “We are not opposed to the
Sinhalese people who genuinely want to come to the
North and the East, live with the Tamil people, look upon
themselves as part and parcel of the Tamil people and
integrate with us”. We have no problem with that; we
have never been against that. But, if it is a programme to
systematically try and change the demographic patterns
of the Northern and the Eastern Provinces, that is
something we oppose to. That is something we will
oppose to. Even in the last Budget, there were two
projects that were mentioned: the Lower Malwathu Oya
Multipurpose Development Project and another project in
Batticaloa. The Batticaloa Project has not been mentioned
this time, but the Mualwathu Oya Project has been
mentioned. That is the one occasion in which it has been
mentioned.

The other occasion where the North and the East are
mentioned in this Budget is with regard to the
development of four airports. Those airports are,
Hingurakgoda, Sigiriya, Trincomalee and Jaftna. Sir, Rs.
1,000 million has been allocated for the development of
those four airports. Jaffna is supposed to be an
international airport and altogether, Rs. 1,000 million has
been allocated. What does that mean? Rs. 250 million per
airport. You will struggle even to build a luxury house in
Colombo with the prices today. Here, we are talking
about developing an airport and only Rs. 250 million has
been allocated! Whom are you fooling? So, this has to
change.

Sir, though, I welcome one thing. The Hon. President,
as Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development, has pledged to increase the allocation for
building 2,500 homes from Rs. 3,850 million to Rs. 5000
million or Rs.5 billion. So, that means it would amount to
about Rs. 2 million per house. That is an improvement
and something that we welcome. But, it is only 2,500
homes, Sir. India was willing to give 50,000 houses, of
which our Malaiyaha Thamilar also got some houses.
Fifty thousand houses! You should be thinking on those
term, as it is a war-affected area, for God’s sake! A
foreign country is willing to give us 50,000 houses. Here,
you are talking about 2,500 houses, as if it is some great
help for the Northern Province! So, we must put things in
perspective, Sir. It has been too long, 17 years after the
war. So, as a Government that claims to change the entire
system, the entire perspective, if you are not prepared to
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see the immense gap between the North and the East and
the rest of the country, what you are going to do in effect
is, create a situation where those people in the North and
the East cannot compete and as a result, are forced to flee
the country to eke out an existence. Is that what you
want?

®C § RN OIEn®

(LomevsTL L0l @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

®0 8.8, 023 53509EO wmo

(orenryll@ &f.ef. GursiTesribLIsVID)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Refusing to accept the North and the East as a special
status means that you are deliberately perpetuating a
situation where those people are forced to leave or flee the
country because they just cannot eke out an existence and
that, Sir, is certainly no system change. Quite the contrary, it
is a perpetuation of the rotten system that the Rajapaksas
pursued as a result of their racist policies. So, that has to
change, and I am asking this Government to kindly intervene
at the highest.

O §RowsN0e) OB n®

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Your time is up, Hon. Member.

®5 8.8, 02:53I50E® ®wmn
(orenr Ll of.ef. GursiTesribLIsVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am concluding, Sir.

Sri Lanka must integrate with South India. If ever Sri
Lanka is to reach its true potential, it has to integrate with
South India’s economy. But, what are you doing to
achieve that? When India is offering to help, are you
accepting that? No! You look at everything with
suspicion. You are giving only Rs. 250 million to develop
the Palali Airport, whereas India had said that they would
develop the entire Palaly Airport with their own funds.
You are putting blocks to it. The previous Government
did that and you are doing the same thing. You had to
change the Minister because he was a hurdle to cross. So,
you are doing the same thing without one word about
willing to accept India’s offer to develop Phase II of the
Palaly Airport, which is purely to resurface the remaining
part of the Palaly Airport enabling aircraft from
Singapore, Dubai and places like that to land directly at
Palaly. Why can you not do that?

®C §RoesBN0e) OIE

(orerLfl@ SeweveLSTERIGL 2 DILNeTT Sj6uTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, there is a time constraint with eight
other speakers listed to speak.

®5 8.8, 02353500 Dvmo

(oressryfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTedTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, if you are serious about wanting to change the
economy of this country, you have to integrate with
South India, and if you are to reintegrate with South
India, you must completely change your perspective on
how you see the region.

Thank you.

©C §Roe8500:) O E®o
(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MIILNETT Sj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Thank you, Hon. Member.

Be®d, ®0; 6.0 S50 Bewdss OB AP0
5208 82 e Bedm .

©C @®¥E emF (B85®m) gdien swewms dvm
(g6 Bewlss ¢@imsn®)

(oressryfl@ Cugi Qgmerrsd (uiey@upp) Smewr RwGCssr
- urgisriyl Lrd) Sepwdai)

(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy
Minister of Defence)

Hon. Presiding Member, I rise to a point of Order.

OO o306 OIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

®0 Bewdss 0818,

©G @088 eumGHE (85®m) gdien Bwewdmd Bwm
(orevryfl@ Cugri Qerearred (puieyGuDD) 3 Hewr QWEFSHT)
(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

I thank you, Hon. Presiding Member.

@07 (e0Dexs) Co®sYesT 8Os Owmo
(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwii) ErropbrEesT SyidaresT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. »® Bwdeed w1

©0 @8UY e¥HmGHE (B@8m) gdiew BweumS Onm

(orevryfl@ Cugri Qeerred (puieyGuDD) S Hewr QWEFSHT)

(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

Please sit down. I kindly request you to sit down. I
want to raise a point of Order. - [Interruption.]

Sir, the Hon. Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam raised
an issue yesterday and I did reject his claim.
- [Interruption.] Yes, again I vehemently reject the claim
you made today; no Tri Force personnel is involved in the
spread of drugs.

o0 8.8, 0055 0R® ®wmo

(oressTyfl@ of.ef. GluTeiTesridLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

You should be impeached! For as long as you -
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

Bring in whatever you want before this House.
- [Interruption.] I vehemently reject that the Tri Forces are
involved. - [Interruption.] You are talking about it in
general terms. If you have specific information, please
submit. Then, we can get involved. -/Interruption.] And
also, Hon. Member, you were saying that retired Tri
Forces personnel are involved in spreading drugs.
-[Interruption] No, there is no such thing. I vehemently
reject that.

®C § RN OIEn®

(LomevsTL L0l @ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©C; 80 B Bewlss #:@BROA, S B
DOBID). BIHEIO 82508 82 @ Bedm Do,

@G (000¢1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Dvmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwi) @ TmioBrEesr )i daHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO o306 OTE®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DIILNeTT Sj6uTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, we do not have time because we have
to finish by 6 o’clock. Also, there are eight speakers to
speak. mG »osTs), Bewdss ¢@Bn®s.

@G 86w BSom Pwmo (BEOEF $88» Bewdus

3@ ®0)

(omevoryLll@ strmis afrrder - 14edll L s QurmenrtTsry Liyg)

O|EDLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne - Deputy Minister of Digital

Economy)

Yo 0Ge) ©0] OBIEROB, Ko S0 ACED® Gredi)d
s58s ¢d0ided 0P8 rved VRO v eOBEEO
©® 60 g88m®, - [&2dr BE@2]

@G (000¢x1) @Y ¢8O 5 Dvmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudglwi) @ TmioprEesr o)idaHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O § o300 OIEn®

(omevsrLLll@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTeH6rT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(orer Ll (sweugglui) E)rmiobrger ojidgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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©20e® FHBE.

OO o306 OBIE @

(omessTyifl @ HWVDLGTHRIGD 2 M6 Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@G BIBIED) BFORIC OBIE DS RAHY®O S0 Tm
ICEBE CEeHD).

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam to the Chair?

o0 BB w8vem »LNGBWENC v (gBm™Sen ©Y

5B SDdAm gL ®0)

(wreryfl@  FULSSTemll apiager BredITwESTT - B

wHmib CaAw @medLLILTL (H) HEPLOEFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam do now
take the Chair.

G S8z &Y, et @@z Sa.
aflerr Gl HLILIL(5) TDmYsGClBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

e ® @0 9O Bwoid Pwms Gruwmewsy 9O
HoewsY, oc; 98.62.88. ¢ede® Cwmr §resz90;8) Sas.

Y BOTLID S, wrenTLife B)brrsir LoD EBLI gy
YSBITFOGBINITRY  YHVCey, omenTL/iles 6T1D.Cb.6TLD. YerWevLh
YU BT FEWSVGOLD 61 G5/TTT F61T.

Whereupon THE HON. IMRAN MAHAROOF left the Chair and
THE HON. M.K.M. ASLAM took the Chair.
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1t being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Friday, 14th November, 2025.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF A NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN FOR
EYE HEALTH
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I am grateful for the opportunity to move the
following Adjournment Motion, which relates to the
implementation of the National Strategic Plan for Eye
Health in Sri Lanka.

“The proposed National Plan envisions eliminating avoidable
blindness and integrating primary eye care into a sustainable
national programme aligned with WHO goals. Its objectives
include achieving over 90 per cent cataract surgical coverage,
expanding diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma screening,
conducting annual school eye screenings, training primary health
staff and upgrading hospitals with tele-ophthalmology and Al-
assisted screening.

Implementation through the Ministry of Health, the National
Programme for the Control of Blindness, and provincial health
authorities will ensure coordination, monitoring, and data-driven
interventions. Partnerships with NGOs, private sector, and WHO/
IAPB are essential for financing and sustainability.

The Plan proposes a phased implementation over ten years,
aiming for measurable outcomes including a 25 per cent reduction
in avoidable blindness by 2030.

Therefore, this House urges the Ministry of Health to
immediately adopt and operationalize the National Strategic Plan
for Eye Health to ensure equitable access, strengthen preventive
services, and protect the vision and quality of life of all Sri
Lankans."

Sir, Parliament must pay urgent attention to the
implementation of the National Strategic Plan for Eye
Health in Sri Lanka. Currently, blindness affects 1.7 per
cent of adults over 40 years, mainly due to cataract,
uncorrected  refractive  errors, glaucoma, diabetic
retinopathy and childhood blindness. The country faces a
backlog of 1.5 million cataract surgeries due to the rising
elderly and diabetic population.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

Hon. Presiding Member, I second the Adjournment
Motion on the implementation of a National Strategic
Plan for Eye Health in Sri Lanka moved by the Hon. (Dr.)
Ramanathan Archchuna. In Sinhala, it is "g=38 eeweasw
©ew HBD e D8Bm wey®". Actually, Sri Lanka
is struggling to prevent blindness among 1.7 per cent of

adults who are less than 40 years of age. &»0 e
DES O Beamdo.
Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna dmsergglsin

Y BISlVSS I 2 swrwTHBlWSTE, BretT B)hd il wHensd
SV  gnmevTCer BlemerdslearGmeir. @svmiensullsy 40
yearsé@ o Lul L adultség  wgglullesiter  blindnessgy

1.5s5afs0r88 GDDLILG6D, ObD achievementgy
LUl  Blewmuwils Ulrsflewesramer  (3)(hdHletTmevt.
wpéSwiorss, blindnessgy  prevent uewemisusnH@ o flw
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Ulréflemesrirs @) HbHTDGI. ST  UTTeweu  (F)6V6VTLOEV
QFmsvsvLILI(Heug)
cataract. oygisally, refractive errorsgy correct vLissremTTLos)
afl®sug, glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy erer Blewpuwé
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, I very much appreciate the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. (Dr.)
Ramanathan Archchuna, Member of the Opposition, in
this House. As we all know, our health indexes are very
much equal to those of the countries in this region and the
global level as well. All those have been materialized due
to implementation of national programmes in this
country, but our indicators relating to blindness and other
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visual impairments are below the required level, when
compared with other countries in this region. That is
because there has been no national plan for eye health
care. So, this is the right time to implement a National
Strategic Plan especially to improve eye health in this
country.

Blindness and other visual impairments, particularly
among adults, reduce the quality of life and lower
productivity. That also increases dependency and causes a
significant economic loss to the country. So, to address
those growing health concerns, the implementation of a
national plan for eye health care is very much important.

It is essential to implement a National Strategic Plan
to prevent blindness. That national plan should include
integration of eye care into our primary health care
system and a national screening programme for cataract,
refractive errors and diabetic retinopathy. Also, it should
have legal support to establish a public-private
partnership, which is very much important to bear the
cost.

This national plan should have the following targets:
fulfilling the WHO SPECS 2030 goals, effective coverage
of cataract surgeries, issuing spectacles to patients
following cataract surgeries for rehabilitation of the eye
vision, regular screening for 80 per cent of the diabetic
patients, increase the coverage of refractive error
correction, one hundred percent coverage for premature
babies with retinopathy and ensuring screening of pre-
school children and managing them effectively. All these
will help improve the vision of the people of our nation.
Also, we have to improve the number of corneal
transplantations, which is very much less compared to
other countries.

Further, I wish to inform Parliament that in the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital, from January to October, more than
10,341 cataract surgeries had been done, which is a very
good number and we have to appreciate that team led by
Dr. Malaravan and consisting of other staff of the
hospital. He told us that, now, he gets patients from
Kalutara and Padaviya in Anuradhapura as well for
cataract surgeries.

Therefore, it is time to implement this National
Strategic Plan to improve the eye vision and prevent
blindness of our people so that it will help improve our
economy and reduce their dependency on others.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni - Deputy Minister of

Health)
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* Table tabled:

National Eye Hospital - Summary of the Surgeries

(2020 - Sep 2025)

Surgery/ 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Specialty (Up to
30.09.
2025)

General

Ophthalmo

logy Units 17751 13836 | 21513 | 21448 19813 16168
Surgeries

Cataract

Surgery 8814 7245 11862 | 12164 12824 | 9807

Vitreo
Retinal 4839 4887 6265 5327 5901 5420
Surgeries

Corneal &
External 960 804 513 1583 1886 1078
Eye

Diseases

Oculo-
plastic 713 536 845 998 898 604
Surgeries
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Presiding Member -
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 OER®, VIR 1@ 588 BIOW WS B,
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@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEET ¢8DY s Bumo
(orenrfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TmioprEer o)idgerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir. I will finish in 30 seconds.

I am really thankful to the Deputy Minister - I also
spoke to the Minister - and the two doctors who spoke on
this Motion in this august Assembly. Let us get together
and make these things happen. Also, on behalf of the

people of the North, I would like to thank especially Dr.
Malaravan and again, the Minister and the Deputy
Minister.

Thank you so much.

DT @90 @ i 6.30 fowsS GEoesrncid) @
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UGurapsg . . 6.30  weflwrdlallGar  wrsrLyfg
BWVDWGTHIGL 2 gyiiileri  ysuissir aflsrr  aflpssmwCGaCw
LITT T @B LOSTDS DS RE5BDUSSTI .

GYBOTLILY.  LITTTEGLOTDL, y&ors) 2025 o&Crrui 2394
Blaslu Siwrearggnaless, 2025 pauoii 14, Glausiraflbslpsmw
p- 1. 9.30 wensflsusnr p45lsweudss i 1 g.

It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 14th
November, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 23rd
October, 2025.
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