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Sri Lanka Press Council,  
No.155/15, Castle Street,  
Colombo 08. 
 
 
 
The Hon. Minister of Mass Media,  
Ministry of Mass Media, 
No.163, Kirulapone Mawatha, 
Polhengoda, 
Colombo 05. 
 
Honourable Minister, 

Annual Report – 2022 
 

In terms of Section 20 of Sri Lanka Press Council Law, No.5 of 1973 and Section 14 of the Finance Act, No.38 
of 1971, I have honor to forward herewith under mentioned reports of the Sri Lanka Press Council: 
 

1. The Report of the work done by the Council for the period from 01st January to 31st December, 
2022 and the policy and program of the council. 

2. The report of the Auditor – General 
3. A copy of the statement of accounts for the period 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mahinda Pathirana, 
Chairman. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL 
FOR THE YEAR 2022 

 
 
SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL  
 
Sri Lanka Press Council was established in terms of the Sri Lanka Press Council Act, No.5 of 1973 under the 
Ministry of Finance and Mass Media as a Statutory Board. 
 
The objectives of the Sri Lanka Press Council are- 
 

1. to ensure the freedom of the Press in Sri Lanka, 
2. to prevent misuse of the freedom, 
3. to ensure the rights of the general public to correct information. 

 
Sri Lanka Press Council is situated at No.155/15, Castle Street, Colombo 08 from 01.01.2012. 
 

01. Composition of the Council 
 

Functioning as a Juridical Body Sri Lanka Press Council is composed of seven Board Members. Amongst the 
members one is nominated by Journalists’ Association and the other member is appointed to represent the 
employees of Newspaper business. Among these seven members Director of information has been appointed as 
an Ex-officio member. The term of office will be a period of 3 years for members since the appointments are 
made. The Press Commissioner serves as the chief executive officer of the council. 
 
The names of the Chairman and Members of the council were appointed by the President from 08.01.2020 are 
as following:- 
 
Position                                   Name                                                              Date of Appointment 
Chairman      Senior Lecturer Mahinda Pathirana 08.01.2020                                                     
Member        Dinith Chinthaka Karunaratna (Director General of Government Information)   
                     Ex - officio 
Member        Gamini Wijewardene, Attorney – at- Law 22.01.2020                       
Member        Prasantha Lal De Alwis, President’s Counsel 22.01.2020                         
Member        Dr. Tudor Weerasinghe         22.01.2020 
Member        Mr.Ariyananda Dombagahawaththa  07.07.2020 
Member        K.G.C.P. Bandara 17.09.2020                                                       
     
          
Mr. S. Giridharan was appointed on 03.03.2022 for the post of treasury representative (observer) in the audit 
and management committee for the board of directors of Sri Lanka Press Council as the successor of Ms. K.A. 
Ramya Kanthi.  
Mr. Dinith Chinthaka Karunarathna,Director General of Information was appointed for board meetings from 
08.09.2022 as the successor of Mr. Mohan Samaranayake ,former Director General of Information . 
 
02. Meetings of the Council  
The Council held 24 meetings with the presence of the chairman and the members during the year 2022. 
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03. Staff 
The constitution of the staff in accordance with the new recruitment procedure of National Salaries and Cadres 
Commission is given below. 
The employees of Sri Lanka Press Council are 18 in the year 2022. 
 

1. Mr.T. Niroshana Press Commissioner  
2. Mr. M.P. Kushan Dewapriya Accountant 
3. Mr. Suroshana Iranga Assistant Press Commissioner 
4. Mrs. Dilhani Wijerathna Assistant Press Commissioner 
5. Mrs.K.G.N.H. Pathirathna Administrative Officer 
6. Mrs.H.S. Wijeratne News Investigator (Sinhala) 
7. Ms. Shalani. E.J. Yogaraja News Investigator (Tamil) 
8. Ms.K.G. Thilani M. Bandara News Investigator (English) 
9. Mrs.T.A. Anoma Priyanthi Thilakaratne Management Assistant 
10. Mrs.T.N. Nilmini Peiris Accounts Assistant 
11. Mrs. B.M.P.K. Siriwardana Management Assistant 
12. Mrs.A.S. Neranji Management Assistant 
13. Mrs.Vidurangi Wathsala Management Assistant 
14. Mr.H.S.S. Ananda Messenger 
15. Mr.G. Isuru Dananjaya Karunathilaka Office Assistant 

 
The officers are mentioned in below resigned from their reputed positions at the said year.  
 

Mrs. N.J.A.J.G. Perera                                      Management Assistant (05.02.2022) 
Mr. J.B. Karunathilaka                                      Driver                           (25.08.2022)  
Mrs.K.A. Vinushi Shashikala                           Translator                      (21.10.2022) 
  

04. Complaints 
 

The number of complaints received during the year 2022 was 34. 
The complaints received in 2022 and the manner of examining as in below.  
Eleven complaints were filed at the Court of Appeal against’ Ethalaya” newspaper from 2013 -2018 by the 
Council. (These complaints are being under consideration at the Court of Appeal) 
 
Number of complaints brought forward from last year (2021) to the year 2022         35 
The number of complaints received in 2022                                     34 
The total of complaints examined in 2022 69 
  
                                  
The manner of examining complaints 
 
Irregular complaints 08   
On Investigation 23 
Forwarding being averted 17     
Dismissals 10         
Mutual Settlement                11 
               
 69 
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The sources of these complaints were:- 
 

1. Individuals / Public Representatives  
2. Heads of the institutions/ secretaries to the ministries 
3. Lecturers  
4. Medical officers, other professionals 
5. Clergy 
6. Principals and School Teachers 
7. Trade Unions 
8. Several leaders from political parties, groups  

 
During the year 2022, 34 complaints were made against the following proprietors of Newspapers:-  
 
Name of the Proprietor: 
 

 1. Associated Newspapers of Ceylon.Ltd. 
 2. Upali Newspapers Ltd.  
 3. Vijaya Newspapers Ltd.  
 4. Ethalaya Newspapers Ltd. 
 5. Express Newspapers Pvt. Ltd. 
 6. Ceylon Newspapers Pvt. Ltd. 
 7. Liberty Publishers Pvt. Ltd 
 8. Other 
 
Registration of Newspapers 
The number of Newspapers registered in the Council during the year 2022 was 147.  
 
05. Directives issued to the Sri Lanka Press Council by the Ministry 
 

No directives were issued to the Sri Lanka Press Council by the Minister of Mass Media during the period 
under review. 
 
06. Awareness Programs for Journalists, Teachers and Students  
 

Workshops, Lectures and programs were held till December, 2022 as follows. 
 
I. Workshops were held for A/L teachers and Students who are teaching and following “communication and 
Media Studies as a subject.  
 

• 2022.02.03    ‘The origin and development of Communication Studies‘ 
• 2022.03.10 ‘Introduction to Communication and its nature’ 
• 2022.03.24 ‘Elements of communication and its functions’  

 
II. Contemporary discussion held via Zoom Technology  
 

• 2022.08.18         ‘Role of the media at the face of discrepancy Politics’ 
• 2022.09.08    ‘Media Freedom at the face of Social Tendencies’ 
• 2022.10.06     ‘Right to information and Role of The Journalist’ 
• 2022.10.27 ‘Crime reporting and social responsibility of The Journalist’ 
• 2022.11.24   ‘Role of Language using in Media Reporting’   
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III. Workshops held for schools / Tuition Classes 
 

• Kadawatha "Science Image" Institution 
• WP/Ke/ Bollegala Central college   
• ISK Institution  
• Gampaha zMontanaZ Institution  
 

07. Diploma Course on Journalism and Media Studies - 2022 
 

The academic studies of Diploma Course on Journalism and Media Studies for its’ IX th batch (initiated in 
2021) yet to be finished.      
 
08. Certificate Course on Journalism -2022 
 

Enrolment fees were refunded to 20 students who registered to the course as per the board decision due to 
insufficient student registration for the commencement of its second group.   
 
The subject units of the course cover special areas relevant to journalism. Therefore the syllabus was revised 
and electronic media and social media were included with the attention on current media tendencies. 
Accordingly, the said course is named as "Certificate course on Journalism II" and interviews were held for new 
admissions .Six students were enrolled to the said course.   
 
09. Discussion on Communication, Year 2022 
 

A discussion program on significant contemporary publications was held in every Wednesday afternoons. 
Accordingly, eighteen (18) programs were held for the said year at the auditorium of SLPC and via ZOOM 
technology.  
 

• 2022.02.09 – “Smart Koombiyage Walakulu Sawariya”, Mr. Nuwan Kumara 
                        Katugampola. 
• 2022.02.03 – “The Noval World” –  Role of Ven. Udakandewala Saranankara in  
                          Liberal communication” – Mr. Chandana Wijekoon.  
• 2022.03.16 – “Pipasayi Anannda, Kusinarawa Thawa Durada ?” – Mrs. Irani Nilmini  
                       Abeykoon. 
• 2022.03.30 – “ Ravi Gee Sandawe- The entertainment program" – The Program on 
                           Musician, Ravishankar Sharma.  
• 2022.10.11 – “ This is the luckiest day “ – The entertainment program on Nadagam and  
                           Noorthi Songs. 
• 2022.10.25 – “ The Program to short films , ‘ Anichchanuga and Peripla’  
• 2022.11.09 – “Gahakatath Waripanam Ankayak" – Mr. Anura.B.Seneviratne. 
• 2022.11.29 –   “ Pahanada Pahan” , The poetry book written by Mr. Sunanda 
                        Karunarathne.  
• 2022.12.14 –    The program - ‘Gee padha sankalpana’ 
• 2022.12.28 –    The program – ‘Gee Padura1’   
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10. Finance 
 

 I. A sum of Rs. 35,200,000/- was approved being recurrent expenditure of the Sri Lanka Press Council for 
the year 2022 under the budget allocation of Ministry of Finance & Mass Media. The same amount was 
drawn for expenditure of the Council from the General Treasury in installments. 

 
 II. For the year 2022 Rs.3, 000,000/- has been allocated as Capital expenditure under the budget allocation 

of the treasury and Rs. 2,422,000/-of this amount was obtained to the Council as Capital expenditure.  
 
 III. Apart from the Government Grant and the Registration Fees of Newspapers, other receipts credited to 

the Council’s fund during the year 2022 are as follows :-  
 

Other income (except differed income)       Rs. 709,535.47  
Late Registration Fees                                 Rs. 136,000.00                  

 845,535.47                             
 
IV.Financial Performance Report 
 

With the Government Grant for the recurrent expenditure, the total income during the year was 
Rs.38,713,504.77. The total expenditure was Rs.37,060,232.50. The surplus of Rs. 1,653,272.27 was credited to 
the Council Fund during the year 2022.  
 
V.Council Accumulated Fund 
 

The credited balance of the Councils Fund at the beginning of the year 2022 was Rs. 8,901,743.40. At the 
beginning of the year the balance of the capital fund was Rs.982,406.97.The amount given for buying capital 
assets is Rs.2,422,000/-. Capital Amortization for the year is Rs.2, 110,273.30. The balance of the Capital Fund 
for the year was Rs. 1, 294,133.67. The surplus of the year Rs.1, 653,272.27 being the adjustment in respect of 
the previous year Rs. (600,298.16) was transferred to the Council Fund. The credited balance of the 
accumulated Fund at the end of the year was Rs.9, 954,717.51. 
 
The credited balance of the Council Accumulated Fund, credited balance of capital reserve, balance of 
employee benefit Rs. 4,746,257.50 and current liabilities Rs. 738,738.05 including total liabilities are 
represented by non-current assets of Rs. 8.239,870.26, Loan Fund balance Rs. 4,239,588.99 and current assets 
of Rs. 10,303,544.20.  
 

VI. Registration of Newspapers 
 

During the period from January to December 2022 a sum of Rs.532, 000/- was received as registration fees for 
Newspapers. 
 
11. Acknowledgement 
 

The correct instruction and direction given by the Ministry of Finance and Mass Media and the devotion and 
dedication of the entire staff of the Sri Lanka Press Council in carrying out their duties and responsibilities is 
appreciated. 
 

Senior Lecturer Mahinda Pathirana   
Chairman 
Sri Lanka Press Council,   
No.155/15, Castle Street,  
Borella, Colombo 08.  
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CAM/C/SLPC/3/22/FA-1        25th May, 2023 
 
 
Chairman, 
Sri Lanka Press Council. 
 
Report of the Auditor General on the Financial Statements and Other Legal Requirements of the Sri 
Lanka Press Council (“Board”) for the year ended 31 December 2022 in terms of Section 12 of the 
National Audit Act, No.19 of 2018 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
1.    Financial Statements 
 ---------------------------  
1.1   Qualified Opinion 
 ------------------------ 

The audit of the financial statements of the Sri Lanka Press Council (“Board”) for the year ended 31 
December 2022 comprising the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2022 and statement 
of financial performance, statement of changes in equity and cash flow statement for the year then 
ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies, 
was carried out under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Article 154(1) of the Constitution of 
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with provisions of the National 
Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018 and Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971.  My report will be tabled in Parliament in 
due course in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution. 

  
 
In my opinion, except for the effects of the matters described in the basis for Qualified Opinion section 
of my report, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Board as 
at 31 December 2022, and its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standards.  
 

 
1.2   Basis for Qualified Opinion  
 ----------------------------------- 

 
 

(a) In accordance with paragraph 47 of Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standard 7 and the 
Accounting Policy of the Board, motor vehicles should be revalued and disclosed in the financial 
statements. However, action had not been taken to disclose the cost of motor vehicles amounting 
to Rs.10,541,000 in the financial statements. 

 
 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards (SLAuSs). My 
responsibilities, under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for 
the Audit of the Financial Statements section of my report.  I believe that the audit evidence I have 
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my qualified opinion.  
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Other Information included in the Annual Report-2022 of the Board 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Other information means the information included in the Annual Report -2020 of the National Institute 
of Plantation Management which is expected to be submitted to me after the date of this report, but not 
included in the financial statements and my audit report thereon. The Management should be 
responsible for other information.  
 
Other information is not enclosed by my opinion on financial statements and I do not make any 
certification or express an opinion in that connection. 
 
My responsibility relating to my audit on financial statements is to read other information identified as 
above when it is available and to consider whether other information is not materially compatible with 
financial statements or with my knowledge gained in audit or any other manner.  
 
When reading the Annual report 2020 of the National Institute of Plantation Management, if I conclude 
that material misstatements exist, those matters should be communicated to those charged with 
governance for correction. If any material misstatements further exist, those will be included in the 
report tabled in Parliament by me in due course in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution.  
 

 
1.4 Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial 

Statements  
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Management is responsible for the preparation of financial statements that give a true and fair view in 
accordance with Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standards, and for such internal control as 
management determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

 
In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Board’sability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless management either intend to liquidate the Board or to cease 
operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.  

 
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Board’s financial reporting process.  

 
As per Section 16(1) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, the Board is required to maintain 
proper books and records of all its income, expenditure, assets and liabilities, to enable annual and 
periodic financial statements to be prepared of the Board. 

 
1.5 Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of Financial Statements 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

My objective is to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an 
audit conducted in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, 
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions 
of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.  
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As part of an audit in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards, I exercise professional judgment 
and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. I also:  

 
• Appropriate audit procedures were designed and performed to identify and assess the risk of 

material misstatement in financial statements whether due to fraud or errors in providing a basis 
for the expressed audit opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.  

 
• An understanding of internal control relevant to the audit was obtained in order to design 

procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Board’sinternal control.  

 
• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates and related disclosures made by the management.  
 
• Conclude on the appropriateness of the management’s use of the going concern basis of 

accounting and based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related 
to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Board’s ability to continue as a going 
concern. If I conclude that a material uncertainty exists, I am required to draw attention in my 
auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are 
inadequate, to modify my opinion. My conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to 
the date of my auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Board to cease 
to continue as a going concern. 

 
• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the 

disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events 
in a manner that achieves fair presentation.  

 
I communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, significant 
findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that I identify during my audit.  

 
 
2.  Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements  
 
2.1 National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018 include specific provisions for following requirements. 
 
2.1.1 Except for the effect of the matters described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion paragraph of my 

report, I have obtained all the information and explanation that is required for the audit and as far as 
appears from my examination, proper accounting records have been kept by the Board as per the 
requirement of Section 12 (a) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

 
2.1.2 The financial statements of the Board presented is consistent with the preceding year as per the 

requirement of Section 6 (1) (d) (iii) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 
 
2.1.3 The financial statements presented include all the recommendations made by me in the previous year as 

per the requirement of Section 6 (1) (d) (iv) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 
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2.2 Based on the procedures performed and evidence obtained were limited to matters that are material, 
nothing has come to my attention. 

 
2.2.1 To state that any member of the governing body of the Board has any direct or indirect interest in any 

contract entered into by the Board which are out of the normal cause of business as per the requirement 
of Section 12 (d) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

 
2.2.2 To state that the Board has not complied with any applicable written law, general and special 

directions issued by the governing body of the Board as per the requirement of  Section 12 (f) of the 
National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

Reference to Laws Rules/Direction 
------------------------ 

  
  

Observations 
----------------- 

(a) 16.46(i) (c) of Cabinet Decisions 
20/wiwidha(064) dated  13 
October 2020 

  

  

  A sum of Rs.1,079,032 had been paid as the salary of 
the Chairman  of the Board relating to the period 
from 20 January 2021 to 31 December 2021 contrary 
to the Cabinet Decision even after the sabbatical 
leave of the Chairman, who was a University 
lecturer, ended in January 2021. 
  

  
  

    
Even though the Board should be operated in a 
Government building, the Board had been operated 
in a private building obtained on rent for a period of 
about 23 years from the inception. Moreover, a sum 
of Rs.33,794,800 had been incurred therefor as 
building rent from the year 2010 up to the year under 
review. 
   

2.2.3 The following observations are made as per the requirement of Section 12 (g) of the National Audit 
Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

(b) Paragraph 01 of letter 
No.CA/1/17/1 dated 14 May 
2010 of the Presidential 
Secretariat and Directive No.07 
of the Committee on Public 
Enterprises of 10 July 2012 
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Powers, Functions and Duties 
--------------------------------------- 

Observations 
----------------- 

  
  

The total number of 69 complaints comprised 34 
complaints from the public and various institutions 
against newspapers during the year under review and 35 
complaints brought forward unresolved in the year 2021 
and 23 of those complaints were being investigated even 
by the end of the year under review. 
  

  Measures had not been taken to make Rules and 
Regulations required for taking action relating to 
unregistered newspapers issued to the market. 

 Publication of e-newspapers has gradually developed 
with the development of technology and the Board had 
not taken action to revise the provisions of the Law in 
regard to the registration of those newspapers. 

2.2.4 To state that the resources of the Board had not been procured and utilized economically, 
efficiently and effectively within the time frames and in compliance with the applicable laws 
as per the requirement of Section 12 (h) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018  

 
2.3 Other Matters 
 ------------------- 
 

(a) Action had not been taken even up to March 2023 to recover the loss by holding relevant 
inquiries in terms of Financial Regulations relating to the shortage of 02 computers 
identified at the Board of Survey in the year 2021 and the shortage of 01 computer 
identified in the year 2022. 

 
(b) Two computers valued at Rs.299,168 and Rs.384,427 purchased in the years 2021 and 

2022 respectively, had remained idle without being made use of even by the date of 
carrying out the physical inspection. In the purchase of the said computers, it was 
observed that the warranty given for hardware and software parts had ended and that the 
Board may have to incur the cost for defects which arise subsequently, due to non-use of 
computers. 

 
 

W.P.C.Wickramaratne, 
Auditor General. 

(a) Taking action against newspapers 
and editors etc. in terms of Section 
09 of the Press Council Law 

(b) Making Rules and Regulations in 
terms of Section 30 of the Press 
Council Law 

(c) Making Regulations for registration 
of newspapers and the levy of fees 
in respect of such registration in 
terms of Section 25 of the Sri 
Lanka Press Council Law, No.5 of 
1973 


