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Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementation)
Act, No. 14 of 1967

L. D.—O0. 28/065.

AN ACT TO MAKE ALL SUCH LEGAL PROVISION AS MAY
BE NECESSARY TO ENABLE AND FACILITATE THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
(GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON AND THE (FOVERNMENT
OF INDIA RELATING TO THE STATUS AND FUTURE OF
PERSONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN IN CEYLON, AND FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL
THERETO.

[Date of Assent: June 20, 1967]

WHEREAS an Exchange of Letters between the
Government of Ceylon and the Government of India
relating to the status and future of persons of Indian
origin in Ceylon, signed at New Delhi on October 30,
1964, was published as Treaty Series No. 5 of 1964 :

And whereas such Exchange constitutes, in terms
of the Letters aforesaid, an Agreement between the
said Governments:

And whereas it has now become desirable to make
all such legal provision as may be necessary to facili-
tate the implementation of the said Agreement:

Now, therefore, be it enacted hy the Queen’s Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate and the House of Representatives
of Ceylon in this present Parliament asscmbled, and
by the authority of the same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement (Implementation) Act, No. 14 of 1967,
and shall come into operation on such date as may be
appointed by the Minister by Order published in the
(Cl?azette (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘ appointed

ate ).

2. The provisions of this Act shall not be deemed
or construed to preclude or prohibit a person to whom
the Indo-Ceylon Agreement applies from being
granted, or from obtaining, the status of a citizen o%
Ceylon by registration under any written law, other:
than this Act.

PART 1.
ADMINISTRATION.
3. (1) For the purposes of this Act, there may be
appointed—

(a) a person, by name or by office, to be or to act as
the Commissioner for the Registration of

Persons of Indian Origin;
1*—B 68170—5,003 (6/67)
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(b) a person, or two or more persons, by name or by
office, to be or to act as a Deputy Commis-
sioner, or Deputy Commissioners, for the
Registration of Persons of Indian Origin;
and

(c) two or more persons, by name or by office, to be
or to act as Assistant Commissioners for the
Registration of Persons of Indian Origin.

(2) In the exercise, discharge and performance of
his powers, functions and duties under this Act, the
Commissioner shall be subject to the general direction
and control of the Minister, and each Deputy Com-
missioner and each Assistant Commissioner shall be

subject to the general direction and control of the
Commissioner.

4. (1) In all matters for which no express provi-
sion is made under this Act, a Deputy Commissioner,
and each Assistant Commissioner, shall exercise such
powers, discharge such functions and perform suchb
duties as may be assigned to him by the Commissioner
with the general or special approval of the Minister.

(2) The Commissioner may, either generally or
specially, authorize a Deputy Commissioner or any
Assistant Commissioner to exercise, discharge or per-
form any power, function or duty vested 1in, or con-

ferred or imposed on, the Commissioner under this
Act.

5. (1) For the purposes of this Act, the Commis-
sioner shall open and maintain, or cause to be opened
and maintained, a book to be called the ¢‘ Indo-Ceylon
Agreement Ceylon Citizenship Register >’ substan-
tially in the prescribed form in which there shall be
registered, from time to time, persons who have been
granted the status of citizens of Ceylon by registration
under this Act.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, the Commissioner
shall open and maintain, or cause to be opened and
maintained, a book to be called the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement Indian Citizenship Register * substan-
tially in the prescribed form in which there shall be
registered, from time to time, persons to whom the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement applies and who are recog:

nized as citizens of India by the Government of
India.
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(3) For the purposes of this Act, the Commissioner
shall open and maintain, or cause to be opened and
maintained, a book to be called the ‘ Indo-Ceylon
Agreement Repatriation Register ’’ substantially in
the prescribed form in which there shall be registered,
from time to time, persons who are registered in the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement Indian Citizenship Register
and who are repatriated from Ceylon. The Commis-
sioner shall publish, or cause to be published, from time
to time, in the Gazette in the prescribed form the
particulars of such persons.

(4) The Commissioner shall open and maintain, or
cause to be opened and maintained, such other books
as he may be required so to open and maintain by the
Minister.

(5) Every entry made in the Indo-Ceylon Agreement

Ceylon Citizenship Register, the Indo-Ceylon Agree- -

ment Indian Citizenship Register, the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement Repatriation Register, and in any other
book that may be opened and maintained in terms of
sub-section (4), and the publication in the Gazette
referred to in sub-section (3), shall be numbered
consecutively.

PART II.

AcquisiTioN oF CEYLoN CITIZENSHIP BY
REGISTRATION UNDER THIS ACT.

6. This Part of this Act shall have the force and
effect of law notwithstanding anything to the contrary
in any other law relating to the grant of the status of
a citizen of Ceylon; and accordingly, in the event of
any conflict or inconsistency between this Part of this
Act and the provisions of such other law, this Part of
this Act shall prevail over such provisions.

~ 7. (1) The Minister may by notification published
in the Gazette declare that applications for the grant
of the status of a citizen of Ceylon by registration
under this Act may be made within such period as
shall be specified 1n such notification '(in this Act
referred to as the ‘ notified period ).

(2) Any person to whom the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
applies may make an application in writing to the
Minister through the Commissioner to be granted the
status of a citizen of Ceylon by registration under this
Act. Such person may include in his application the
names of his wife and minor children.
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(3) Every application by any person under sub-
section (2)—

(a) shall be made in the prescribed fofm;

(b) shall be made so as to reach the Commissioner
at any time during the notified period.

(4) Where an applicant for the grant of the status
of a citizen of Ceylon by registration under this Act
has any minor child, he may in his application or by
subsequent letter make a request for the inclusion of
the name of that child in the certificate of registration
which may be issued to him under this Act. In the
event of such a request being made, the Minister shall

comply with such request if the applicant is so
registered.

(3) No application for the grant of the status of a
citizen of Ceylon by registration under this Act made
by any person to whom the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
applies which reached the Commissioner otherwise
than during the notified period shall be accepted or
entertained by the Minister unless the Minister is
satisfied that such application could not be made with-
in the notified period for good reason.

8. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-sections (3)
and (4), upon the receipt by the Minister of an
application duly made to him under this Act by any
person for the grant of the status of a citizen of Ceylon
by registration under this Act, the Minister may, 1n
his absolute discretion, decide to grant or refuse such
application. The Minister shall notify his decision,
or cause his decision to be notified, to the applicant.

(2) The decision of the Minister on any application
for the grant of the status of a citizen of Ceylon by

registration under this Act shall be final and
conclusive.

(3) In the disposal under sub-section (1) of applica-
tions made under this Act for the grant of the status
of a citizen of Ceylon by registration under this Act,
the Minister shall ensure that as far as possible the
number of persons who are granted such status and
the number of persons who have been or are recognized
as citizens of India after October 30, 1964, at all times
bears the ratio of 4: 7. In the computation of sucb
ratio, no account shall be taken—

(@) of persons so granted such status or so recognized
who were born after October 30, 1964; and



Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementation) 5
Act, No. 14 of 1967

(b) of persons to whom the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
does not apply.

(4) In the disposal under sub-section (1) of applica-
tions made under this Act for the grant of the status
of a citizen of Ceylon by registration under this Act,

~ the Minister shall ensure that not more than 300,000
persons to whom the Indo-Ceylon Agreement applies
and who were born before October 30, 1964, are
granted such status. In the computation of such num-
ber, no account shall be taken of children born to such
persons after such date who may be granted such
status.

9. Nothing in the provisions of section 7 or Specis
' S provisions
section 8 shall be construed st
e 3 5 .3 . . sections 7 and 8.
(a) as imposing on the Minister, either directly or

indirectly, any form of duty or liability
enforceable before any court or tribunal,
whether by way of action, appeal, application
In revision, writ or otherwise, to grant the
status of a citizen of Ceylon by registration
~under this Act to any person; or

(b) as conferring on any such person, either directly
or indirectly, any right or privilege to such
status enforceable before any court or tribu-
nal, whether by way of action, appeal,
application in revision, writ or otherwise.

10. Where the Minister decides to grant the status Registration as
of a citizen of Ceylon by registration under this Act 8 citizen of
: evlon under
to any person to whom the Indo-Ceylon Agreement this Act, snd
applies, the Minister shall— i e B

(a) cause such person to be registered as such 2eHAeHo™

citizen in the Indo-Ceylon Agreement Ceylon
Citizenship Register by the entry in that
Register of the name and other prescribed
particulars of such person;.

(b) issue to such person a certificate of registration
in the prescribed form and shall include in
such certificate the name of every child under
the age of fourteen years on the date of such
issue to whom the registration relates; and

(c) publish in the Gazette a notification in the
prescribed form setting out the fact of the
registration of such person as a citizen of
Ceylon under this Act.
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11. (1) Every person who is registered as a
citizen of Ceylon under this Act shall, within the
prescribed period reckoned from the date of such
registration, subscribe the oath or affirmation of
citizenship in the prescribed form, and shall there-
after be entitled to the same rights and be subject to -
the same obligations and liabilities, in law, as persons
registered as citizens of Ceylon under any other law
in force relating to the registration of persons as
such citizens; and the provisions of such other law,
so far as they relate to the liability to loss or depriva-
tion of citizenship, and the renunciation of citizenship,
in the case of persons registered as citizens thereunder,
shall apply in like manner and to the same extent in
the case of persons who are registered as citizens of
Ceylon under this Act.

(2) The requirements of sub-section (1) as to the
oath or affirmation of citizenship shall not apply in the
case of any person under the age of fourteen years;
and accordingly such person shall have the status of
a citizen of Ceylon with effect from the date of the
certificate of registration relating to him.

(3) A person who is registered as a citizen of
Ceylon under this Act and, if the requirement of
sub-section (1) as to the oath or affirmation of citizen-
ship has to be complied with by him, who has duly
subscribed such oath or affirmation—

(@) shall be deemed in law to have renounced all
rights to the civil and political status such
person has had, or would, but for such
registration in Ceylon, have had, under any
law in force in the territory of the origin of
such person or such person’s parent, ancestor
or husband, as the case may be; and

(b) shall, in all matters relating to or connected with
status, personal rights and duties and

property in Ceylon be subject to the laws of
Ceylon.

(4) Where a person who is registered as a citizen of
Ceylon under this Act fails to subscribe the oath or
affirmation of citizenship within any such period
referred to in sub-section (1), the Minister may, after
due consideration, cancel his registration as a citizen
of Ceylon under this Act by deleting the entry relating
to such person from the Indo-Ceylon Agreement Ceylon
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Citizenship Register, and thereupon the decision of
the Minister granting him such citizenship shall be
deemed, for all purposes, to have been revoked. The
Minister shall cause notice of such cancellation to be
served on such person. -

12. (1) Every person who, either in his application
for the grant of the status of a citizen of Ceylon under

this Act or in any proceedings relating to the disposal
of such application, makes any false representation,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall,
on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding two
hundred and fifty rupees or to imprisonment of either
description for a term not exceeding three months or
to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) In any proceedings for any offence under this
Act referred to in sub-section (1) alleged to have been
committed by any person who has been granted the
status of a citizen of Ceylon under this Act in respect
of any false representation, a certificate under the
hand of the Minister to the effect that his decision to
%rant such status to that person was materially in-

uenced by such representation shall be received in
evidence, and be deemed to be such a certificate with-
out further proof unless the contrary is proved.

In any such proceedings the Minister shall not,
except with his own consent, be summoned or ex-
amined as a witness.

(3) Where any person being a person who has been
granted the status of a citizen of Ceylon by registra-
tion under this Act is convicted of an offence under
this Act referred to in sub-section (1), the Minister
may by Order declare that such person shall cease to
be such a citizen and thereupon such person shall
cease to have the status of a citizen of Ceylon by regis-
tration under this Act. The Minister shall cause notice
of such cessation to be served on such person.

(4) Where a person ceases to be a citizen of Ceylon
under sub-section (3), the Minister may, in his abso-
lute discretion, by Order direct that all or any of the
persons specified in the following paragraphs shall
cease to be citizens of Ceylon, and thereupon they shall
cease to be such citizens:—

(a) all or any of the children of such person who
have been included in the certificate of regis-
tration issued to him at the time of his regis-
tration, or who have been issued individual

Offences in
respect of
applications
for citizenship
and power of
the Minister
to cancel
citizenship

in such
cases.



Liabilivy of
persons to whom
the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement
applies to be
repatriated to
India.

Issne of
certificate as to
recognition as
8 citizen of
Indis.

Residence
permits.

8 Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementation)
Act, No. 14 of 1967

certificates of registration at the time of the

registration of such person as such citizen;
and

(b) the spouse of such person, if such spouse was

registered together with such person under
this Act.

{5) Any Order made by the Minister under the pre-

ceding provisions of this section shall be final and
conclusive.

PART III.

LIABILITY FOR REPATRIATION AND REMOVAL
TO INDIA FROM CEYLON.

13. (1) Where a person to whom the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement applies is recognized as a citizen of India
by the Government of India, then, such person shall,
as from the date of such recognition, be a person
liable to repatriation under this Act. The Commis-
sioner shall, as scon as possible thereafter, cause such
person to be registered as such in the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement Indian Citizenship Register.

(2) The Commissioner shall cause notice of the
fact that a person is liable to repatriation under this
Act to be served on such person.

14. A certificate issued by the Commissioner
certifying to the fact that any person to whom the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement applies whose name 18
specified therein has been recognized as a citizen of
India by the Government of India shall, for all the

purposes of this Act, be conclusive proof as to the
fact which it certifies.

15. (1) A person liable to repatriation shall,
within the prescribed period after notice of that fact
is served on him under section 13 (2), apply to the
Commissioner for a residence permit. Upon the
receipt of such application, the Commissioner shall
issue such permit to such person authorizing him to
remain in Cevlon for such period and subject to such
conditions (if any) as the Commissioner may, in his
absolute discretion, determine. The procedure to be
followed in the making and disposal of such applica-
tion, the forms of such application and permit, and
the circumstances in which such permit may be
cancelled, shall be as prescribed.
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(2) A residence permit issued by the Commissioner
to any person under this section shall cease to be 1n
force on its being cancelled, or on the expiration of
the period for which such person is authorized by
such permit to remain in Ceylon, whichever event
occurs earlier.

(3) Any person liable to repatriation who does not
make an application for a residence permit to the
Commissioner within the pericd he is required so to
do under sub-section (1) shall, as from the date of
the expiration of that period, be a person liable to
removal to India from Ceyion.

(4) A person to whom a residence permit is issued
by the Commissioner under this Act shall, as from
the date on which such permit ceases to be in force,
be a person liable to removal to India from Ceylon.

PART 1IV.

ReMovaL or Persons To InpDIA FrRoM CEYLON.

16. (1) The Minister may, by order (in this Act
referred to as a ‘‘ removal order '’), direct the holder
of any prescribed office, to arrest, detain and take on
board any such ship or aircraft as may be determined
by such holder a person liable to removal to India
from Cevlon, and such holder may direct that the
master of that ship, or the captain of that aircraft,
as the case may be, so determined shall remove such
person to India from Ceylon.

(2) Any order made by the Minister under this
section, and any powers conferred by such order may
be exercised, in relation to any person, notwith-
standing that such person is serving a sentence of
imprisonment imposed by a court under this Act or
any other law.

(3) Any peace officer may use all such force as may
be necessary for the purpose of giving effect to any
order made under this section.

(4) Any order made‘under this section in respect
of any person shall be final and conclusive if, but

+ only if, the name of such person is registered in the

Indo-Ceylon Agreement Indian Citizenship Register.
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17. (1) Where the master of a ship or the captain
of an aircraft has been directed under section 16 to
remove a person specified in the order to India from
Ceylon and he fails so to do, he shall be guilty of an
offence under this Act, and shall on conviction be .
liable to a fine of not less than two hundred rupees
and of not more than five thousand rupees, or to
imprisonment of either description for a term of not
less than three months and of not more than five
years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Where the punishment imposed on the master
of a ship or the captain of an aircraft for an offence
under sub-section (1) consists of or includes a fine
and the whole or a part of the fine remains unpaid
within seven days from the date of the imposition of
the fine, the court which imposed the fine may direct
the amount remaining unpaid to be levied by the

distress and sale of that ship or aircraft, as the case
may be.

(3) Where proceedings have been instituted in a
court against the master of a ship or the captain of
an aircraft for an offence under sub-section (1),
clearance outwards of that ship or aircraft, as the
case may be, may be refused until the conclusion of
such proceedings or until the fine, if any, imposed
by the court has been paid.

18. Where a removal order is made in the case of
any person, the Minister may, if he thinks fit, apply
any money or property of that person in payment of
the whole or any part of the costs and charges

incurred by the Government of Ceylon in respect of
that person.

PART V.
(GENERAL.

19. (1) For the purpose of assisting the Minister
in the disposal of applications for registration as a
citizen of Ceylon under this Act, or for the purpose
of verifying the correctness of any information or
particulars furnished by any person under this Act,
the Commissioner may make such house to house or
other inquiry as he may deem necessary, either by
himself or through any other person appointed by the
Commissioner. For the purpose of such inquiry, the
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Commissioner may require any householder or any
person owning or occupying any land or premises, or
residing or in employment, in any area or the agent
of such person to give in such form as may, from time
to time, be provided by the Commissioner, any infor-
mation in the possession of such person or agent which
the Commissioner may require for that purpose. Any
notice requiring information under this sub-section
may be sent by ordinary letter post to the person from
whom the information 1s required or may be delivered
to him or an adult member of his household.

(2) All officers in the service of the Government of
Ceylon, all local authorities, and all individuals or
bodies of persons (whether corporate or unincor-
porate), are hereby authorized and required to furnish
to the Commissioner all such information as he may
require for any of the purposes referred to in sub-
section (1).

(3) Every person who, being in possession of any
information required by the Commissioner under sub-
section (1), fails to give such information to the Com-
missioner, or to any person appointed by the Com-
missioner for that purpose, or wilfully gives any false
information, shall be guilty of an offence under this
Act, and shall on conviction be liable to a fine not
exceeding two hundred and fifty rupees, or to impri-
sonment of either description for a term not exceed-
ing three months, or to both such fine and imprison-
ment.

20. (1) For any of the purposes referred to in
section 19 (1), the Commissioner—

(@) may by written notice require the person for the
time being in charge of any estate, by what-
soever name or designation called, to fur-
nish the Commissioner, within such period
as shall be specified in the notice, with all
such returns or information relating to per-
sons resident or in employment on that estate
as shall be so specified; or

(b) may, either by himself or through any person
appointed by him, enter that estate at all
reasonable hours of the day, and—

(i) take custody of, remove and retain for
such period as may be necessary for
such purpose, or

Specisl pewers
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(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the
powers conferred by sub-section (1), the Minister

may make regulations in respect of all or any of the
following matters :—

(a) all matters stated or required to be prescribed
under this Act;

(b) all matters connected with the implementation
of the Indo-Ceylon Agreement for which no
provision is made by this Act or in respect
of which the provisions of this Act require
to be supplemented or modified to meet
unforeseen or special circumstances;

(¢) requiring a minor child whose name has been
included in the certificate of registration
issued to any other person to apply for and
obtain a separate certificate of registration
on his reaching the age of fourteen years,
and the mode and manner of the making
and disposal of such applications; and

(d) any other matters connected with or incidental
to any of the matters aforesaid.

(3) No regulation shall have effect until that
regulation has been approved by the Senate and the
House of Representatives. Notification of such
approval shall be published in the Gazette.

(4) Upon the publication in the Gazette of the .
notification of the approval of any regulation, that

regulation shall be deemed to be as valid and effectual
as though it were herein enacted.

27. Every offence under this Act shall be triable
summarily by a Magistrate. It shall be lawful for
such Magistrate to impose any punishment provided
by this Act for that offence, notwithstanding that

such punishment exceeds the limits of his ordinary
powers of jurisdiction.

28. The fact that a person is a person to whom
the Indo-Ceylon Agreement applies, or that he has
made an application for registration as a citizen of
Ceylon under this Act, shall not be deemed to
prejudice or restrict the operation of the provisions
of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act in their
a,plplication in the case of such person, and in parti-
cular, but without prejudice to the generality of the
preceding provisions of this section, the provisions
of that Act relating to detention in, and removal OF
deportation from, Ceylon.
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29. In this Act, unless the context otherwise Interpretstion.
requires—

‘““ Assistant Commissioner ’’ means any Assistant
Commissioner for the Registration of
Persons of Indian Origin appointed for the
purposes of this Act;

** citizen of Ceylon ’° means any person who has
the status of a citizen of Ceylon under any
law for the time being in force relating to
such citizenship;

*“ Commissioner *’ means the Commissioner for the
Registration of Persons of Indian Origin
appointed for the purposes of this Act;

‘“ Deputy Commissioner ’° means a Deputy
Commissioner for the Registration of
Persons of Indian Origin appointed for the
purposes of this Act;

“‘ Indo-Ceylon Agreement ’’ means the Exchange
of Letters between the Government of
Ceylon and the Government of India relat-
ing to the status and future of persons of
Indian origin in Ceylon, signed at New
Delhi on October 30, 1964, and published
as Treaty Series No. 5 of 1964, and which,
in terms of the Letters aforesaid, consti-
tutes an Agreement between the said
Governments;

““ Indo-Ceylon Agreement Ceylon Citizenship
Register *’ means the Indo-Ceylon Agree-
ment Ceylon Citizenship Register opened
and maintained under this Act;

“ Indo-Ceylon Agreement Indian Citizenship
Register ’’ means the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
Indian Citizenship Register opened and
maintained under this Act;

*“ Indo-Ceylon Agreement Repatriation Register
means the Indo-Ceylon Agreement Repatria-
tion Register opened and maintained under
this Act;

““ minor child ”’ means a person who has not
attained the age of twenty-one years;
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‘“ Permanent Secretary ’’ means the Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the
Minister to whom the subject or function of
the administration of this Act has been
assigned by the Prime Minister;

““ repatriation ’’ means repatriation to India from
Ceylon; '

$¢ writ *> includes a writ of certiorari, a writ of
quo warranto, a writ of mandamus, a writ
of habeas corpus, or a writ of prohibition.
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