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A gricultural Productivity Law, No. 2 of 1972

T D.—0. 94/71.

A LAwW TO PROVIDE FOR MAXIMUM PRODUCTIVITY
TARQUGIL THE PROPER USE AND MANAGEMENT OF
AGRICULTURAL LAND AND THE EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT
OF AGRICULTURAL CROPS AND LIVESTOCK; TO
PROVIDE FOR TIE ESTABLISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL
Pronuctivity COMMITTEES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF AGRICULTURAL TRIBUNALS ; AND

TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR

INCIDENTAL THERETO,

BE it enacted by the National State Assembly of the
Republic of Sri [Lanka as follows: — w

-~

I
!

1. This Law may be cited as the
Productivity Law, No. 2 of 1972.

‘PART I~ ~
FARMING AND MANAGEMENT OF ACRICULTURAL LAND

Agricultural

2. (1) It shall be the duty of every owner or -

occupier of any agricultural land to farm such land
with such crops or breeds of liveslock as are best
suited for the land, having regard to the extent and
the situation and the natural resources of the land,
ad to manage it in dccordance with the rules of
good management as are hereinafter provided by
this Law or any regulations made thereunder, with
aview to improving the productivity and maintaining
eflicient stancards of production both as to quantity

and quality of the produce. , ‘

(2) Where the owner is not in occupation of such
agricultural Jand and the occupier is in possession by
vrtue of a formal or informal agreement with the
owner, it shall be the duty of the owner, unless there
i an express provision to the contrary in any
mreement,  to provide the capital works and
smipment necessary to enable the occupier to farm
2eh land  and maintain an efficient standard of
1mduction, ‘ . _

(%) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2), in
wlermining whether the occupier in possession of an
gnienltural land is farming and managing the land
- accordance with the rules of good management,

cegard shall be had to the extent to which the owner |

provides impl‘oyements and maintains the capital
_‘\I'm'ks and equipment necessary for eflicient produc-
; on, ‘

i 1=K 12035—8,800( 0/72)
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(4) The responsibilities under the rules of good
' management of an owner of any agricultural land in-
occupation by another person shall not, in relation
to the maintenance of capital works and fixed
‘equipment, include an obligation to do anything
which that other person is under an obligation to

do by virtue of any agreement.

Sranderds of - © 3, (1) Without prejudice to the generality of the
wanagement. provisions of section 2, the owner or occupier of any
agricultural land shall,—

© oo (a@) carry out all such duties and obligations iu
respect of his agricultural land; and

(0) fulfil all such obligations in respect of mainta-
ining the productivity of the agricultural
land of the area, tract or group of holdings
within which his land i1s located,

2 as are specified in this Law or under any regulations
"~ made thereunder. : '

(2) The owner or occupier of any agricultural land
shall, in addition to such other duties as the Minister
may in his discretion specify, ensure that—

(@) only recommended varieties and strains of crops
and breeds of livestock are used;

! . .(b) the manner in which the agricultural land is
being cropped ., is such as to maintain that
land clean and in a good state of cultivation
and fertility and in good condition including|
proper drainage; L S '

. /

(c) irrigation water is efficiently managed;
(d) -the land is properly maintained in order to
~ensure the maximum conservation of soil and

water; i "

(e) the fertility of the soil: is ‘improved ang
maintained by the application of fertilizer
or manure in adequate quantities; b
(f) according to the type of agricultural operatic
undertaken, an efficient standard of manag
ment is maintained in the cultivation ¢
crops or the keeping of livestock; - !
,(g) the necessary steps are taken to secure ay
“maintain crops and livestock free fiet
" disease and from infestation by insects au
other pests; o CRRT
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(h) the nccessary steps are taken for the protection
and preservation of growing crops and crops

harvested or in the course of being harvested;

(¢) the necessary steps are taken to minimize losses

in both quantity and quality of produce in the
processing for the market; and

(j) the maintenance and repair work is carried out

wherever necessary.. .

(3) The owner or occupier of any agricultural land
shall take the necessary steps to ensure that all his
duties and obligations arising from the need for com-

mon manageément of land over a given area, tract or-

group of agricultural holdings are properly dis-
charged. Such duties may involve any one or all of the
following :— b : ;

(2) the proper timing of agricultural operations;

(0) the cflicient management of irrigation water;

(¢) joint measures for conservation of soil;

(d) water conservation and drainage;

(e) protection against pests and discases;

(f) any other collective responsibilities which may '

be prescribed by regulations under this Law
for eflicient land use and the improvement of
agricultural productivity; and

(9) ensure that the prescribed period between the
harvesting of any agricultural produce and
the marketing thercof, is adhered to.

4. An owner or occupier who fails to fulfil the
obligations placed on him by sections 2 and 3 of this
art shall be guilty of an offence under this Law. -

5. Tae respeasibilities under the provisions of this
Part of an occupier of an agricultural land which is
not owned by him’shall not include an obligation to
arry out any work of maintenance or repair which the
owner of the land or any part thereof is under an
obligation to carry out.

6. (1) Where the Minister is satisfied that any
agricultural land is not being farmed or that the
owner or occupier of any agricultural land does thot
fulfil his responsibilities to manage the land in accor-
dance with the provisions of section 2 or of section 3

Failure to
carry out .
previsicns of
sectinne R
-7 3o da
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or of any regulations made underlthis Lmv,_ the Minis-
terr may, after giving the owner’ or occupier of such
agricultural land an opportuntty of making repre-
- sentations to him or his authorized representative,
by Order (heveinafter referred to as a ™ Supervision
_ Order ’) place the owner under the Minister’s
* supervision so far as relates to the management of
¢ “the land, or the occupier under  the Minister’s
supervision so far as relates to the farming of the
land, as the case may be.

y Supevvision Order shall be sent by
registered post to the person to whom it relates und a
copy of such Order shall be sent to the Agricultural

~ Productivity Committee of the area within which such
agricultural land is situated. Such Ovder shall be
.deemed to be served on such person if one copy of
such Order is sent by registered post to his last known
address and a copy thereof exhibited in a conspicuous

.. place in or upon such land:

Provided, however, that wlhere there are several
owners or occupiers of such land and the addresses of
such owners or occupiers cannot be ascertained, the
exhibition of such Order in a conspicuous place in or
upon the land shall be deemed to'be service of the
Order on all the owners and occupiers thereof.

(3) While a Supervision Order is in force any person
. authorized by the Minister in that behalf may—

(¢) at all"reasonable times enter upon the land 'to
which the Order relates. for the purpose of
ispecting and observing the manner In
which the land is being managed or farmed,
‘as the case may be; | . |

(0) by notice in writing give any direction to the

~ owner or occupier of the land in question in

~order to ensure that such person is acting in

accordance with . the standards of good

- management and farming as laid down in|

-this Law or by any regulations made there’'
under. 3 e

(4) -A Supervision Order issued under subsection

- (1) may ‘be revoked by the Minister 1f he is satisfied
“that the owner or occupier of the agricultural land is
complying with the standards of good managemeni
and . farming laid down in this Law or by an
regulations made thereunder: * s |
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Provided that the revocation of such Order shall

not affect the carrying out of any direction given

before the revocation of the Order.

(5) Where a Supervision Order is revoked, notice of
such revocation sl'm,ll.be served on the person in the
same manuer as the Supervision Order was served and
a copy of such notice shall also be sent to the Agri-
cultural Productivity Committee of the same area.

(6) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply
with any dirvection given under {_)a.ragra.ph (D) of sub-
scction (3) or obstructs any authorized person in the
exercise of any powers conferred on that person by

paragraph (@) of that subsection shall be guilty of an .

oflemwe,

7. (1) Where aflter a Supervision Order has
been in force for a period of twelve. months, the
Minister is satisfied on the report of any authorized
person under subsection (3) of section 6 that no
satisfactory improvement has been shown notiith-
standing any -direction given under that subsection,
the Minister may make an Order of Dispossession.

(2) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 6 shall
apply to the service of the Order of Dispossession
made under subsection (1) of this scction.

(3) The Jand in respect of which an Ovder of Dis-
possession is macde shall from the date of such Order
vest in the Government:

Provided, however, that when the occupier of the
land is not the owner thereof, the land shall not be
so vested but shall on the recommendation of the
Agricultural Productivity Committee within whose
avca, of authovity the land is situated be let to a
suitable person. '

(4) The person on whom an Order of Dispossession
ander subsection (1) is made way within fourteen

days of the receipt of such Order make a written -

appeal against the making of such Order to the
Agricultural Tribunal. : . |

8. Upon an Ovder of Dispossession being made
and served, the person on whom the Order is sérved
shall within the period specified in the Order vacate
such land referred to in the Order.
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9. Where any person on whom an Order of
Dispossession has been served, fails to vacate the land
within the period specified in such Order, a person
authorized by the Minister in that behalf shall, on

application made to the Magistrate’s Court having

E}uris‘diction over the place where the land is situated,
e entitled to an order of the Court directing

-the Fiscal to forthwith evict the person in occupation

of such land.

10. Any owner or occupier whose right, title or

‘interest is aflected by an Order of Dispossession may,

“within a period of one month from the date on which
.such Order of Dispossession is served, make ‘a
~written claim for con\e)cnsation to an ollicer autho-

rized by the Minister (hereinafter referred to as “‘the
authorized officer *’), specifying in such claim—

(a) his name and address; ,
(b) the nature of his interest in such land;
(¢) the particulars of his claim; and |

(d) how much of compensation is claimed by him.

11, (1) The authorized officer shall, as soon as
possible after the reccipt of a claim for compensation
in respect of any agricultural land made by any person
under section 10, refer to the Chief Valuer the
determinacion of the compensation payable in respect
of such land. o

]
LS |

(2), Where there is any dispute as to the persons
-entitled to compensation in respect of any agricultu-

-ral land vested in the Government, - the authorized

oflicer shall defer referring to the Chief Valuer the
determination as to the compensation payable in res-

- pect of such land and shall refer the dispute for deci-

sion Lo the appropriate court of civil jurisdiction, and
shall, after such court makes its decision on such dis-

- pute, refer such claims to the Chief Valuer.

(35 The Chief Valuer shall give ‘all claimants to

- compensation in respect of any agricultural land ves-

ted in the Government an opportunity to adduce
before such Valuer in person or by-a representative
authorized by such person in that behalf evidence with
regard to the value of such land, and shall make a
determination as to the compensation payable for
such land. | fos b

-

-
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12, On receipt of the ‘determination of the Chief
Valuer, the authorized officer shall make an award as
to the compensation payable in respect of the agricul-
tural land which is the subject-matter of such deter-
mination, and shall give notice of such award to the
person or persons entitled to such compensation.

13. (1) Where no claim to the compensation

payable in respect of any agricultural land vested in

the Government is received from any person, other
than the former owner of such land, the authorized

officer shall cause such compensation to be paid to

such [ormer owner.

(2) Where any claim to the compensation payable in
respect - of .any agricultural land vested in. the
Government is received from any ]porson, other than
the former owner of such land, then; if every such
claimant and the former owner amicably agree in
writing as to the persons entitled to the compensation
and the apportionment of the compensation among
them, the authorized officer shall cause the compensa-
- bion to be apportioned and paid to such persons
- according to such, agreement. If there is no such agree-
ment, the ' authorized. oflicer shall cause = the
compensation to be paid to any appropriate court of
c]ivi..l jurisdiction to be drawn by the persons entitled
thereto. ! " : g = . oty

{4, Where any compensation payable to any
person under this Law is not accepted by him when it

is tendered to him, or where such person is dead or

is not in existence or is not known, it shall be paid to

any appropriate court of civil jurisdiction to be’

drawn by the person'or persons entitled thereto.

18. (1) Where a person is entitled to compensation
in respect of any agricultural land vested in the
Government under this Law, . the authorized officer
shall deduct or withhold from the amount of such
compensation such sums as are authorized or requifed
lo be deducted or withheld under this Law,

(2) For-the purposes of this section, the expression
“ compensation ” includes any interest which has
accrued due on such compensation. Frety

The authorized
officer to make
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S i .
46, The compensation payable in respect of any

agricultural land vested in the Government under this
Law shall be considered as accruing due from the date
on which that land was so vested. g
17. (1) Where any person is dissatisfied with the
amount of compensation awarded to him under sec-
. tion 12 such person may appeal against the award to
the Board of Review constituted under the ILand
Acquisition Act (bereinafter referred to as *° the
Board of Review ’’) which is hereby vested with
. jurisdiction to entertain, hear and decide such
appeal.

(2) Every appeal under subsection (1) shall be in
writing and be addressed to the Chairman of ' the
Board of Review and be transmitted to, or delivered
at, the office of that Board.

(3) Ever); appeal under subsection (1) shall—
(a) state the name and address of the appellant;

(b) mention as the respondent the authorized officer
who made the award against which the appeal
1s preferred; A ol

(¢) contain a concise statement of the description of
: the agricultural land in respect of which the
~award was made; and

(d) state the amount of compensation claimed by

the appellant and the reasons why he con
by the responden!
~ -to be insullicient. :

' (4) No appeal under subsection (1) shall be enter-
tained by the Board of Review unless it is preferred
within twenty-one days after the date on which notice
of the compensation under section 12 of this Law was

.+ - received by the appellant. ' |

.18, (1) The provisions of section 24 of the Land_!_
- Acquisition Act shall apply to proceedings before Lheg
- Board of Review on any appeal to-that Board unded

‘this Law, H.20 ™00, AN
' (2) The provisions of section .25 of the Land

Acquisition Act shall apply in relation to the decisios
of the Board of Review on any appeal to that Boark

o
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under this Law subject to the following modifica-
tions 1 — " . s _

(@) subsection (4) of tha.i‘i section shall have effect as
th(()lugh the proviso thereto were omitted;
and, ceiih = i U ‘

(b) subsections (3) and (4) of' that section shall have
cllect as though for the expression ‘ section
FECEER) . o S 2 .
17 7 occurring in those subsections, there
were substituted the expression ** section
11 % § T g ot

19, An award of the authorized officer or if Tinality
mstead of that award, a new dward has on appeal to  °(1
the Board of Review been made by that Board, such 33:}3:3&:“
new award shall be final and conclusive and shall not L.
he-ealled in question in any court, whether by way of '
wril or otherwise, " | - '

20, Where an award is made under section 12, the  Teoder snd
anthorized officer ghall tender to the person who jg Prymentol
entitled to compensation according to that award the —
amount, of compensntion sHowed (o him by the award
or, i in Tiew ol that smount, o new amaint hiay been —
allopsed wi o pensation by a decision of the Doard of
eview on an dppesl by him o that' Board, tender
that new amount to him, and shall pay the tendered

amount to him iif he consents to reccive it.

24. The authorized officer may before the determi-  Power of the
nation of a claim for compensation under this Law g}‘gi‘f,“tffg“
pay to a person whom he considers entitled to such ndvances on
compensation an advance, and any sum.so paid shall 2wt of

. e conpensation.
be deducted from the amount of the compensation
awarded to him tnder section 12. -

J
[

22. The mode and manner of payment of compen- " sode ana
sation under this Law shall be determined by .the wannero
e taie 11 eone (bt i Blve: Ministess Iy payment of
Minjster in_consultation with the Minister 1n charge compensation.
ol the subject of LFinance.

PART 11

d i

AcricuLturalL Propucrtiviry COMMITTEES .
23. (1) There shall be an Agricultural Producti- = Agricuitural
Froductivity

vity Committee for each- area determined by the froduehon
Minister. ' 4 _
(2) Fach such Committee shall he a body corporate
with perpetual succession and a common seal and may
sue and be sued in its corporate pame.
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(3) The members of each such Committee shall be
appointed by the Minister and shall consist of mot
more than ten persons appearing to the Minister to
~represent the interests of persons engaged in agricul-
- ture or such other persons as the Minister may think
" necessary should be appointed :

(4) The Minister shall designate a member of the
Committee as the Chairman of the Committee and
another member as the Viece-Chairman ol such
Committee.

(6) The term of office of any member of such
Committee shall be three years, but a member who
ceases o hold oflice by eflluxion of time shall he
cligible for reappointment.

(6) Any member of the Committee may resign
office by letter addressed to the Minister.

(7) Where a member is temporavily unable to
discharge the duties of his oflice on account of 1ill
health, absence from Sri Lanka or any other cause, the
Minister may appoint some other person to act as a
member in his place. !

(8) If phe Minister is satisfied that any member of
the Committee is incapacitated. by infirmity of mind
~or body from discharging the duties of his ollice or is
otherwise unsuifed to continue to discharge such
duties, the Minister may terminate his appointment
and appoint another member to such Committee:

Provided, however, that a member appointed in
place of a member who is removed from or otherwise
vacates oflice shall hold oflice for the unexpired period
of the term of office of the member who he succeads
unless the member so appointed is earlier removed
from or otherwise vacates office.

(9) A Member of the National State Assembly shall
not be qualified to be a member of the Committee. |

(10) The Chairman of the Committee Shall presi@ef
at every meeting of the Committee at which he 15}
present and in the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman of such Committee shall preside. '

(11) Subject to the other provisions of this Law, an]
Agricultural - Productivity Committee shall have the
power to fix and regulate its own procedure including
the power to determine the number of members,
necessary to form a quorum. ‘ )

bt
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2%, (1) Notw 1thtandmg anything to the mntrar)
in any other law an Agricultural Productivity Com-
mittee so established shall be charged within the avea
of 1ts authority with the duty of promotion, co-
ordination and development “of agriculture, of

assisting in the formulation of 1mplcmannL10n.-

prorrl,nnme and targets for the production of crops
and livestock and 01g e\erc1smg such powers as the
Minister may entrust to such Committees under this
Law or by any regulations made thclcunder

(2) Without ' prc]udlce to the genorﬂhLy of the
provisions of subsection (1) an Aguculbuml Produc-

bivity Committee shall have power—

(@) to acquire, to hold, take or glve on lease, or hlre
- mortgage, pledge, sell or otherwise dlSpOSC of
any movable or 1mmovablc property;

(b) to prepare and ‘maintain a register in the
prescribed manner of all agricultural lands
within the area of authority of such Com-
mittee; :

(¢) to order any person having any interest in any
, land or . carrying out any agricultural
. operation within the arca of auLhontv of
such Committee to provide any information
and to produce for inspection any deeds or
other documents relating to that land or to

that operation; . \

(4) to prepare and subxmt to the . Minister for

implementation by regulations made under .

this Law, schemes for ensuring the eflicient
farming of agricultural lands- and their
mana gc,m,ent maintenance and improvement;

(¢) to prepare and submit to the Minister for
implementation by regulations, schemes for
the consolidation of agricultural lands;

(/) to impose on and collect ~from an owner -
or occupier of agricultural land an acreage

tax not exceeding six rupees per acre per
year and any other charges levied for
services Iendcred under this Law

(9) to utilize the moneys of such Committee to
defray the expenses incurred in the exercise
or performance of its powers and duties and
[or such purposes as may be plcsu‘lbed

Tupctions sné
powera of
Agricultuzal
l‘rodnch'lly
Committees.
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(%) to maintain and operate an account in such hanlk
, as thay be determined by such Committee.

(3) I;‘urthér powers and duties may be conferred on
Agricultural Productivity Committees by regulations
made under this Law.

(4) Every such Committee shall in the exercise of
its powers and the discharge of its duties be subject
to the general divection of the Minister or such

. delegated authority as may be prescribed.

(6) It shall be the duty of the Chairman of each
Agricultural Productivity Committee to maintain the

. accounts of such Committee in such form and manner
“as the Minister may, from time to time, direct. Such

accounts shall be audited annually in accordance with
any direction given in that behalf by the Minister,
and shall be submitted to the Minister as soon as
possible after such audit.

25. Where an  Agricultural .. Productivity
Committee after being directed by the Minister to
exercise, perform or discharge any power, duty or
function conferred or imposed on or assigned to such
Committee by or under this Law or by any regulations
made thereunder, fails to do so within the time
specified 1n the direction, the Minister may exercise,
perform or discharge such power, duty or function,
and any act so done by the Minister under the provi-
sions of this section shall be deemed to have been done

: by such Committee.

96. - All. expenditure properly incurred by an

CAg ricultural Producuwty Committee in the discharge
: of its functions in relation-to any agricultural land
~or operation carried therein shall be' recoverable by

such Committee from the owner or occupier of such
land and such Committee shall also have a lien on the

produce of such land in respect of the amount so
recoverable. . St il
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/

’ ,
27. Each Agricultural Productivity Committee .

shall be deemed to be a scheduled institution within
the meaning of the Bribery Act and the provisions
of that Act shall be construed accordingly.

98. It shall be lawful for such Committee, subject
to the approval of the Minister given with the con-
currence of the Minister in charge of the subject of

Finance, to borrow from the Govermment or any

approved Ium:ling.insLil;uLiou or institutions such sum
or sums of money hs may be necessary for or conducive
or incidental to any . of .the functions of such
Committee. . ‘ Ja Rt oy 9%,

20. An Agricultural Productivity Committee may
appoint such servants or agents as it deems fit.for

the exercise of its powers and the discharge of its

dulies.

| . PART I ‘
AGRICULTURAL TRIBUNALS

30. (1) Tor the purposes of this Law the Minister
may, by Order published in the Gazette, constitute
euch number of areas as he may consider expedient
for which Agricultural Tribunals may be established
iu the manner hercinafter provided. -~ .- -

(2) Lach Agricultural Tribunal shall consist of not
more than eight members appointed by the Cabinet
of Ministers, on the recommendation of the members
for the time being of the Judicial Services Advisory
Board., one at least of whom shall be a proctor or
alvoeate, with at least five years professional
rxpericncee. -

(3) The Cabinet of Ministers shall appoint one of the
“wembers to be the Chairman and another meniber to
be the Vice-Chairman of each Tribunal. '

(4) Lvery member of a Tribunal shall, unless he
. carlier vacates office or is rcmoved therefrom,
- lold office for a period of three years. Any
. member of a Tribunal who vacates ollice by eflluxion
" of time shall be eligible for reappointment: :

Agriculinra)
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Provided, . however, that a member appointed in
place of a member who is removed from or otherwise
vadates office, shall hold office for the nnexpired term
of office of the member whom he succeeds unless the
member so appointed is earlier removed from or
0therw1se vacates oflice.

(5) Thu*e shall be a])pomted a Secretary to each
Trlbunal '

(G) The members of each Tribunal shall be

remunerated at such rate as may be prescribed

(1) The Seccretary shall under the direction
of the Chairman of, each Agnculunal Tribunal
convene meetings of the Tribunal. . The Chairman
and three other members shall be summoned Lo a
meeting of the Tribunal. Every meeting of the
Tribunal shall include a lawyer member. The quorum
of the T'ribunal shall be three members.

(2) The Chairman of the Tribunal shall preside at
every meeting of the Tribunal. The Vice-Chairman
of the Tribunal shall preside at every meeting of the
Tribunal in the absence of the Chairman. In the
absence of the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman, the
members of the Tribunal summoned to a meeting shall '
choose fromn among the members a chairman for that
meeting. ‘

(3) A meeting of a Tribunal may from time to time

" be postpoued or adjoumed.

32, (1) Any person on whom - an Order of
Dispossession has been served under the provisions
-of this Law may, within fourteen days of such service,
appeal to the Agricultural Tribunal of the area
within which the land to which Lhe Order relatos is

-

(2) Where the Minister or an. Agrlcultural
Productivity Committee is of opinion that there is
a dispute relating to the management or farming of
any agricultural Tand the l\lmlster or such Agricul
tural Py oductivity Committee may refer such dlbputo
to the Agricultural Tribunal of the area within whose;
Jjur lbdlCLIOH the land in respect of which such dispute,
has arisen is sitnated for the determmatlon of such!
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\
(3) ]‘vexi appeal or referencc to an A gricultural
Tribunal shall—.

(a)-be in writing and state the name and address of

the appellant or the person at whoqe instance
the reference is made;

. (b) mention the Iespondcnt to such appeal

(¢) contain a plain and concise statement of the

appellant’s interest in the , lnnd or the_ _

dxspuLc

(4) Every appeal or 1efercnce shall be {deIESoEd
to the Chairman of the Tribunal and shall be
transmitted or delivered at the office of the Tribunal.

(5) Every appeal or reference shall contain—

(@) & list of witnesses intended to be called at the
hearing of such appeal or the consndel ation
of'such reference; and '

0) a list of documents intended to be produced at
thel hearing of such -appeal or for the
consulel ation of such reference.

33. (1) Lvery = appeal. or " reference to  an
Agricultural Tribunal shall be hear d or con51de1 ed at
a meeting of the Tribunal. -

(2) The Secretary shall fix a time and place for
the hearing ‘of each appeal or the consideration of
any reference and shall give twenty-one days’ notice

thereof in:writing to the appellanb and the lospon- _

dent ther L,LO

( ) The 'Lppella,nt and the respondent to an appeal
‘shall attend per sonally or by an agent or agents duly
authorized in writing the meetings of the Tribunal
at which the appeal 1s heard.

(4) The Chairman of the Tnbuna,l and, in his
absence, the person who is chairman of any meeting
of the Tribunal shall, for the leupoqes of “the hear-
ing of any appeal or reference y the Tribunal, have
all the powers of .a District Court— :

. (¢) to summon and compel the attendance of
wilnesses, :

s (b) to compel the p_l‘oduction of dbcuments; and

(c) to administer - any 'oath or affirmation to
witnesses.. b

—K 13036 (6/72)

Proceedings
before
Agriculturs!

- Tribunals.
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(5) Section 142 of the Civil Procedure Code and
section, 182 of the Lvidence Ordinance shall apply
to a witness in any proceedings before the Tribunal
as though those procuudmgs were proceedmgs before
a civil court. -

(6) The Secretary shall, in respect of every appeal-
heard by the Tribunal or reference made to the
Tribunal, keep a record of all such proceedings before

~ the Tribunal as relate to that appeal or reference.

34, (1) The decision made at a meeting of an
Agricultural Tribunal on an appeal or refercnce heard
at that meeting shall be deemed to be the decision of
the Tribunal on that appeal or reference.

(2) Where the members of the Tribunal who hear
an appeal or reference disagree with regard to the
decision on the appeal or reference, the decision of
the majority of them shall be the decision of the

- Tribunal on the appeal or reference, and, where the

members are equally divided in their opinion, the
decision supported by the chairman of the meeting
at which the appeal or reference is heard shall be the
decision of the Tribunal on the appeal or reference.

(3) Every decision of the Tribunal shall contain
the reasons therefor. :

(4) On application to the District Court within
whose jurisdiction the'subject-matter of the dispute is
situated, .every decision of the Tribunal shall be
enforced as if it were a decree of that court, and
accordingly the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code
slmll ap ply to Lhe e\ecutlon of such decree.

‘ 4'

| ,35. Save as provi,ded in section 36;’ a, decision of
an Agricultural Tribunal shall be final and shall not

~ be called in question in any court. "7 <

i
l

36. (1) Where a party to-an appeal or reference to

~an Agricultural Tribunal ‘is dissatisfied with the

Tribunal’s decision on that appeal or reference he may,

by written petition in which the other party is

mentioned as the respondent, appeal to the Supreme
Court against that decision on a question of law.

bl
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(2) A petition of appeal under subsection (1) shall
state the question of law to be argued, shall bear a
certificate by an advocate or a proctor that such
question is (it Tor adjudication by the Supreme Court,
and shall be presented in triplicate to the Secretary of
the Tribunal by the appellant within twenty-one dayvs
after the date of the ‘I'ribunal’s decision a gainst which
the appeal is preferred. '

(3) When e@ petition. of appeal is presented to the.

Tribunal in the manner and within the time specified
1 subsection (2), the Secretary of the Tribunal shall—

() transmit to the Supreme Court one of the
copies of the petition of appeal together
with the record of the proceedings in which
the decision against which the appeal hag
been preferred was made, and .

(b) issuc notice of the appeal to the ‘respondent
named in the petition of appeal together
with a copy of the petition of appeal.

(4) No stamp duty shall he required in ‘auy
proceedings before the Supreme Court relating to an
appeal under subsection (]1). 3

(5) The decision of the Supreme Court on an appeal
mder subsection (1) shall be final.

R LY T
AcricULTURAL C0-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

87. (1) The Minister may, in consultation with thel’:
Minister in charge of the subject of Co-operative

Development, establish = Agricultural 'Co-operative
Societics in each Agricultural Productivity Committee
area consisting of the cultivators of the agricultural
lands within that area. Such Socicty may accept as
members the cultivators whose aggregate holdings in

the area do not exceed the extent prescribed under this-

Law.

(2) Agricultural Co-éperative Societies established
under subsection (1) may be amalgamated to form an

Agricultural Co-operative Union for the administra--

tive district.

Agricultural
Co-operetive
Sorieties.

(3) All Agricultural Co—opembive Sociéties formed.

under this Part shall be subject to the provisions of the
Co-operative Societies Ordinance and the regulations

- made thereunder, so far as they, do not contravene the

* provisions of this Law. th 2

S~ 13935 (0/72) '
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- (4) An  Agricnltural Co-operative Society may
perform all or any of the following functions—

(i) obtain agricultural advances in proportion to
: the areas of lands owned by its members;

(ii) supply the farmers with working capital,
mcluding the - necessary seceds, fertilizers,
insecticides, cattle, pumps, agricultural
machinery and provide facilities for storage
and Lransportation of crops;

(iii) organize the farming of the land and 1ts
: utilization in the hest possible nanner
including the selection of seeds, the clussi-
. fication of crops, the combating of agricul-
tural pests and weeds and the construction
of canals and drains;

© (iv) sell the produce of the members subject to such

conditions as may be agreed upon; and

- (v) take all such measures for the welfare of its
; members.

(5) An Agricultural Co-operative Society shall
conduct its activities under the supervision of an
-officer appointed by the Minister on the advice of the
 Commissioner of Co-operative Development.~ Such
oflicer may be in charge of more than one Agricultural
Co-operative Sociely.

~ (6) The Minister may, with the concurrence of the
Minmister in charge of Co-operative Development,
prescribe the articles of association for an Agricul-
tural Co-operative Society subject to the provisions
of this Law. . - _ :

- 88. (1) An Agricultural Co-operative Society
established under this Law may secure on lease from
the respective owners any agricultural land,
within its area of jurisdiction and farm such land
under the joint management and operation of such

. Agricultural . Co-operative- Society . (hereinafter

referred to as an ‘° Agricultural  Co-operative
Leasehold Society *’). ~ '
(2) An Agi‘icultura] Co-opéra,tive Leasehold Society

may, where 1t is unable to secure the agreement of the
owner or owners of such lands on the rent payabls,

‘make application to the Agricultural . Productivity
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Committee to' determine the rent. Any decision made
by the Agricultural Productivity Committee shall be
~ subject to appeal to the Minister anrl the decision of

i the Minister shall be final.

\ (3) Nothmw in subsection (2) qhall pievcnt thc
* Minister flom referring such dispute to an Agricul-
tural Trlbunail established under ths Laxw.

(4) The Minister may, on application que to it

”by the Agrlcullu al Productivity Committee, order

.that any agricultural land within its jurisdiction be-
.'(,ompnlsorlly btouqht unrlc-r the plovmons of Llus;.

section, . "t !

(5) The rentals fixed for lands ]eased to an Agr iéiﬂ

tural Co-operative I.easehold Society under thu

“ section may be revised from tire to time.

(6) Notwnthstmdmg the provisions of qubecctmn (1) '

an Agricultural Co-operative Leaschold Society may
reallocate the lands leased under this section among
its individual members subject, however, to the
geueral supervision and the control of such Agricul-
tural Co-operative T.easehold Society over the ngucul
tural operations carried on in or upon the land.

(7) I\lembershlp of any Agricultural Co-operative
Society established under this Lew shall, as far as
possible, be confined to persons who cultivate land
within the limits of the Agricultural Co-operative

Socicty or who reside within such area and are

actually engaged in far mlng the land.

30. The Minister ma,v in consultation with the:
Minister in charge of the subject of Co- -operative
Development, make regulations to establish in.

any avca scrviced by an Agricultural Productivity

Commitlee a system of Small-holders Service

Uo-operatives as an  initial step towards the
transition of development of agricultural land from
the present system of individual and independent

holdings to co- operatwe or collective system of

production.

PART V
GENERAL
40. (1) The Minister may dolon ate either trencrallv

or snecially by name or by oflice to an anthmllv named
by bim by Order published in the Gazette all or any

Smnll-holders
Bervice
Co-aperatives.

Minister may
delecate
powers,
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¥ of the powers, other than the power. to make regula-
: tions under section 41 conferred upon him and all or
- any of the matters required to be performed by him or

under this Law or by or under any regulations made
thereunder. ' . :

(2) Any person so delegated may anthorize his staff
~at all reasonable times to enter upon any agricultural
land for the purpose of inspecting such land, obsery-
ing the manner in -which it is being managed and
giving directions to the owner or occupier in relation
to matters referred to vuder this Law or under any
regulations made thereunder.

Power to . - - 41, (1) The Minister may from time to time make
make ms. © regulations for the purpose of carrying out or giving
e effect to the principles and provisions of this Law.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the powers conferred by subsection (1),
the Minister may make regulations i respect of all
- or any of the following matters: — ‘
» ' 4, S
- (a) the mode and the methods ;jof farming of
e e ey S agricultural lands; | |
(b) with the coneurrence of the Minister in charge
«of Plantation Industries, the utilization of
land in tea, rubber and coconut plantations
including the utilization for other crops and
for animal hushandry;

(¢) the regulation, control, supervision, direction,
-management and inspection of all agricul-

... tural lands; 1
" (d) all matters which are required by this Law to be
| prescribed or in respect of which regulations
~are required to be made; !

€ .
]

" (&) all matters incidental to or connected with the
- matters referred to in this Law. |
Bl . - ' N !

(8) Lvery regulation made by the Minister shall be'
published in the Gazettg and shall come into operation ;
on the date of such publication or on such later date|
as may be specified therein, £ e (
(4) Lvery regulation made by the Minister shall asé
. soon as convenient af ter its pubhcation in the Gazette:,
be brought. before-the National State Assembly for;
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: })plOVﬂ.l Any regulation which is not so approved

all be deemed to be rescinded as from the date of

disapproval, but . without prejudice to anything
previously done thereunder. '

(%) Notification of the date on which any regula.tidn
made by the Minister is so deemed to he rescinded
~shall be published in the Gazette. |

" (1) Any person who contravenes or attempts to
anr'wono the provisions of this Law or any regulation
made thercunder shall be gmlty of an oflence undm
this T.aw., ' . : :

(2) Every person who commits an offence under thl
Law or under any regulations -made thereunder shall
on conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate
be liable to imprisonment-of either desorlptum for a
period not exceeding six months or to a fine. not
exceeding one thousand rupees or to both such
mprisonment and fine. s« B R

43. No suit or p]OSOCUtIOH shall lie agwm% a

state officer or any member of a Committee or
Tribunal appointed by or under this Law or by any
regulation made thereunder or against any officer,
servant or agent of such Comm;tloo or Tribunal l'm'
any act which in good faith is done or purported to
he done by him under this Law or uudu any
regulations made thereunder. : :

4%. (1) There shall be establmhed a fund to be
known as the Agmcultural Productivity I'und.

(2) There shall be paid into the fund—

(2} all fines imposed by a court for any olfence under
this Law;

(0) all sums requ]rcd under ‘this or any 0Lher Law
to be paid Into the fund;

(c) all such sums of money as may bhe votcd‘ from
time to time by the National SLaLe Assembly
~ to the fund;

(d) any such sums of moncy as may be paid into the

fund out of the Consolidated Fund.

(3) The moneys of such fund may be utilized for
the improvement and development of agricultural

Offences and
penalties.

No suit to lie |
nn'l.'ns*
mcmbﬂrs of
Committees or
Tribunals, &c,

Apricultural -
Productivity
Tund,
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productivity in Sri Tanka. The Secretary to the

“Ministry shall be responsible for the administration of

the fund.

(4) The accounts of the fund shall be maintained
in such form and shall contain such particulars as the
Minister may, with the concurrence of the Minister of

Finance, may. from time to time specify.

(5) The accounts of the fund for each financial year
shall be audited by the Auditor-General. ILor the
purpose of assisting him in the audit of such accounts,
the Auditor-General may employ the services of any
qualified auditor or auditors who shall act under his
direction and control.

(6) The Secretary to the Ministry shall, as soon as
possible after the end of each financial year, trans-
mit the report of the Auditor-General together with
the statement of accounts of the fund for tabling in
the National State Assembly. ‘ '

(7) The financial year of the fund shall be the
period of twelve months commencing on the first day

" of January each year,

45. The provisions of this Law shall have eflect
notwithstanding anything contained in any other
written law and accordingly, in the event of any

" conflict or any inconsistency between the provisions

of this Law and such other written law, the provisions
of this Law shall prevail.

46. In this Law, unless the context otherwise

requires— ' ol 1

‘““ agricultural holding >’ means lands which are
managed as a single unit for agricultural
purposes, including all blocks of land under
common management and any ‘other land
attached to a holding which the Minister
considers "could be efficiently wuvsed for
agriculture; : '

‘““ agricultural land *’ means land used or capable
of being used for agriculture within the
meaning given in this Law and shall include
private lands, lands alienated under the
T.and Development Ordinance or the Crown
Lands Ordinance or - any other enactment
but shall exclude liome gardens;
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“ agricultural produce ’  includes  anything
(whether live or dead) produced in the
course of agriculture; -

)

“ agriculture"’ includes— : |

(1) the growing of rice, all field crops,
spices and condiments, - industrial.
crops, - vegetables, fruits, flowers, =
pasture and fodder; ’ -

(1) dairy f:}rniing,' livestock fezm.‘ing and
| breeding; - ‘
(iii) plant and fruit nurseries;

)

‘“ capital works ’’ include land development, land
levelling, soil and water conservation works, . .
field 1irrigation channels and structures,
drainage and works; ; :

“fixed equipment ’’ includes  any buildings,

. structures or machinery affixed to or appur-

tenant to such land required for agricu{tural 3
purposes ; - '

1)

‘“ home garden ’’ means an allotment not exceedin
" 4 acre which is wholly or mainly cultivate
by the owner or occupier for the production
of vegetables, fruits or livestock products for
consumption by himself or his family;- '

“ management ’’ with its grammatical variations
and cognate eéxpressions shall include all
Orders referred to under sections 2 and 3;

e occugier '’ shall mean the person for the time
eing entitled to the use and occupation of
agricultural land by virtue of his being the
lessee or usufructuary mortgagee and shall
include persons in use and occupation of
agricultural .lands alienated under the Land

- Development Ordinance, the Crown Lands
Ordinance or any other enactment, and
includes a “tenant cultivator within the

., meaning of the Paddy Lands Act, No. 1 of
1958.

¢ ”
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