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fjp —0. 2/57.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ; TO
ENABLE THE RESTRICTION, CONTROL OR REGULATION
OF THE REMOVAL OF ANIMALS FROM ONE ADMINIS-
TRATIVE DISTRICT TO ANOTHER ; TO MAKE
PROVISION FOR THE BRANDING OF ANIMALS AND FOR
THE ISSUE OF VOUCHERS IN RESPECT OF ANIMALS
WHICH HAVE BEEN BRANDED AND TO REGULATE THE
SALE AND TRANSFER OF SUCH ANIMALS ; TO PROVIDE
FOR THE SEIZURE AND DETENTION OF ANIMALS
WHICH COMMIT TRESPASS AND FOR THE ASSESS-
MENT AND RECOVERY OF DAMAGES FOR SUCH
TRESPASS ; TO PROVIDE FOR MEASURES FOR THE
IMPROVEMENT OF THE BREED OF ANIMALS; TO
REPEAL THE BUFFALOES PROTECTION ORDINANCE,
THE CATTLE ORDINANCE AND THE CATTLE TRES-
rAssS ORDINANCE ; AND TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS
CONNECTED THEREWI)TH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

| Date of Assent: September 16, 19587

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Lxcellent
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of Ceylon
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
autlloml,\ of the same, as follows: —

PART I.
1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Animals Act,
No. 29 of 1958.

(2) Parts 1, 11, 111, 1V and VI shall come into
operation on such date as the Minister may appoint
by Order published in the Gazette, and Part V of this
Act shall come into operation, throughout Ceylon or
in each -such part of Ceylon as the Minister may
determine by Order published in the Gazette, on
such later date as the Minister may appoint by Order

%0 published. o |
: PART 1I.
SLAUGHTER AND REMOVAL OF ANIMALS.

2. (1) 1\‘0 person shall slaughter, or.cause or per-
mit to be slaughtered, anv cow (other than a cow
mported far slduohtel) unless that cow is certified
by the appropriate authority to be—

(@) not less than twelve years of age, or
(b) incapable of breeding, or
“ (¢) unfit to be used for any agricultural purpose,

ind except in accordance with such regulations as
Bay he in force under this Act relating to the

8lfiughtm of cows.
A7 N R 24847—3,854 (7/58)

Short title
and date of
operation.

{
Slaughtds of
cows and cow-
calves
probhibited .



4 Animals Act, No. 29 of 1958

In this sub-section, ‘‘ appropriate authorit?i-
means a Government Veterinary Surgeon, a Vete’*‘-‘,
- nary Surgeon employed by any local authority, or gy
other officer appointed by a local authority to ISSuz
certificates under this sub-section.

(2) No person shall slanghter, or canse or permit g

be slaughtered, any cow-calf. i
Regulations. 3. Regulations may be made in respect of all oF-

any of the following matters:— e
(1) the restriction, control or regulation of the
removal of animals from one Administry.:

tive District to another : and -
(2) the conditions subject to which the slaughter
of animals may be permitted. By

’C‘ﬁg;‘t‘fl As 4. The Buffaloes Protection Ordinance is hereby'
repealed. i

PART II1. 8

3 i;n

BrANDING OF CATTLE. e

Cattle zhove 5. Every person who has any cattle over the age:
St of eighteen months belonging to him shall, unless:
wontbs to brand marks have been made on such cattle in:
s} bratided. accordance with the regulations in force under the:
Cap. 330. Cattle Ordinance and such brand marks have not be-:
come indistinct, cause such cattle to be branded im,

accordance with such regulations as may be in force.

under this Act relating to the branding of cattle. -

Reonm of 6. Lvery person who has any cattle belonging to.
eseription C L 5 . A

o teaud him shall furnish, not later than the thirty-first day of -
i gon). January in each year, to the Divisional Revenue Officer’:
¢ e > S S . . e . . :
Funihed o of the Divisional Revenue Officer’s Division in which.

the Divisional  such cattle are kept a return, in such form as may be:

Revenue s R e
Ofifcer by prescribed, of the description of, and the brand marks’
owners, on, each head of such cattle: -

_ Provided that where this Part of this Act is brought-
into operation in any Divisional Revenue Officer’s.
Division on any day in any month'other than December
of any year, a return relating to cattle in that Division:
shall be furnished in respect of that year before the
expiry of one month after such day, and that where!
this Part of this Act is brought into operation in any
Divisional Revenue Officer’s Division on any day 12
December of any year, a return relating to cattle 12
that Division shall be furnished in respect of that yeal:
before the end of January ot the immediately following:

year.



+
Animals Act, No. 29 of 1958 5

fr. Every Divisional Revenue Officer shall— Dot

" (@) maintain, in such form as may be prescribed, gerenue

a register of the description of, and the maintain a

brand marks on, cattle within his Division; $is o

and to issue
(b) issue, or cause to be issued, to the owner of e

cattle branded in accordance with such

regulations as may be in force under this

Act relating to the branding of cattle a

voucher in the prescribed form in respect

of each head of such cattle.

8, (1) A voucher issued in respect of a head of
attle under the regulations in force under the Cattle
Ordinance shall, unless the brand marks specified in
‘that voucher as those on that head of cattle have become
‘indistinct, be deemed to be in force as if it were a
~youcher 1ssued under section 7.
' (2) Where in any legal proceedings any question
grises as to the ownership of any animal, the voucher
Jssued or deemed to be issued under section 7 shall be
admissible in evidence and shall be sufficient prima
facte evidence of any fact stated therein as to the
ownership of that animal.

Power of

9. The Divisional Revenue Officer of any Divisional —jovg. .
Revenue Officer’s Division may, if he considers it Reveoue
necessary, direct the owner of any animal to have that ~Jfcer to
snimal branded, within such time as he may specify, of an
with such other marks as he may require so as to indi- gmmal to
ate the locality in which that animal is kept and such  marks to

) A . : indicate
owner shall carry out such direction. localits.

.10, There may be appointed for each Administra- Aprointmeot
ive District such number of branding officers as may officers. -

be necessary for that District. -

11, Regulations may he made in respect of all or Regulations.
iy of the following matters: —

(1) all matters stated or required by this Part to
be prescribed; ! |

(b) the procedure to be ob%erved in the branding
of cattle; | B

(¢) the imposition and recovery of fees for the
branding of cattle and the disposal of such
fees; |

(d) the procedure to be observed in the sale and
transfer of animals which have been
branded; and

(¢) all matters necessary for the identification of
animals and for the verification of their
ownership.

Cattle
vouchers,
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Repeal of 412. The Cattle Ordinance is hereby repealed.
Chapter 830. ..
' PART 1IV.
. ‘TRESPASS BY ANIMALS.
lcasach 13. (1) No person who is the owner, or who 1Sm
ermitt ] . . . .
e R charge, of any animal shall permit that animal
MESEEss: commit trespass on any private land which is undey
cultivation, or any irrigation workz _aerodrome‘;;
saltern, line of railway or land appertaining theretg:
public road, public park or Crown land, other than 4
jungle or a land set apart for the grazing of animalg;
(Q) For the purposes of this section and the succeed.
hd . ? - - - . . ,,

ing sections of this Part, *° irrigation work ** sha])
have the same meaning as in the Irrigation Ordinanc,
No. 32 of 1946. %
l.':
Power of the 14. 1t shall be lawful for the owner or nccupief
owner or r NIV i 1 s onlfivat ey
¥ S ootmIoE of any private land which is under cultivation to seize

any cultivated  any animal trespassing on that land and to tie up angd

private land -1 : 1 1] —
DELAL, detain that animal until

detain any

hs

i), tres. (@) the full amount of the damages, if any, occa.
passiigon sioned by the trespass and assessed 1n the,
suc and. 2 .

prescribed manner, and

(b) the fair expenses of maintenance of that'!
animal during detention after seizure, '

are paid to him hy the owner or the person in charge
of that animal or are recovered as hereinafter provided
from such owner or person and paid to him.

Power of 15. (1) It shall be lawful for the Government Agent
?\.Z:Ell;uglre? of any Administrative District or any person autho-
Eﬁii%‘i-.sea N rised in that behalf by suc’n'_(}Qvernment.._..\g'ont to seize’
B o ek any animal trespassing, within that District, on agy
aod deain irrigation work, aerodrome, saltern. line of ’:ailwa{"
passing on or land appertaining thereto, public road. public parX,
i\:rif_;il_ion or Crown land, other than'a jungle or a land set apart.
S e for the grazing of animals, and to-tie up and detal
salterns, 1t until— l |
fines of

railway or

B0l @ per: («) the full amount of damages, if any. occasioned:
taining by the trespass and assessed in the pres.
07 s cribed manner, and :

- publi k : :
e W e (b) the fair expenses of maintenance of that anl-

mal during detention after seizure, )
are paid to him by the owner or person in charge og:
that animal, or are recovered as hereinafter providéd
from such owner or person, :
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- (2) All sums of money received by a (Government
~“pgent under sub-section (1) shall be credited to the
“Gonsolidated Fund of Ceylon.

% 16. Every person authorised by a Government
“Agent to seize, tie up and detain any animal com-
Cmitting such trespass as is referred to in section 15
:shall, when acting or purporting to act 1n pursuance
‘of the provisions of that section, be deemed to he a
s public servant within the meaning of the Penal Code.

17. TEvery person authorised by a Government
Agent to seize, tie up and detain any animal com-
mitting such trespass as is referred to in section 15
shall be remunerated at such rates as may be pres-
cribed.

18. (1) Where any animal 1is seized under
section 15 by any person authorised thereto by a
Government Agent, the owner or person in charge
of that animal shall pay, in addition to the sums
referred to in that section, a penalty not exceeding
five rupees.

(2) The amount of any penalty referrved to in sub-
section (1) shall, when paid, be credited to the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon.

19.  Where any animal trespasses on any private
land and the owner or occupier of that land or any
other person duly authorised by such owner or
occupier is unable to seize,.tie up and detain that
animal, but is able to prove the trespass by that
animal and in whose ownership or charge that
animal was at the time of the trespass, the owner or
person in charge of that animal shall be liable to pay
to the owner or occupier |0'f that land the same
damages and expenses as he would he liable to pay
under this Part if that animal were seized, tied up
and detained. -

20. Any person who removes any animal from the
lawful custody of any person authorised to seize and
detain it under the provisions of this Part shall be
guilty of an offence. g9

Persons
authorised by
a Government
Agent to seize
trespassing
apimals to be
deemed to be
public servants.

Remuneration
of persons
authorised by
a Government
Agent to seize
trespassing
animals,

Payment of
penaity by the
owner or person
in charge of an |
animal which is
seized hy a
person
authorised

hy the
Goverpment
Agent.

Liability of
owner or person
in charge of
animal
committing
trespass

which cannot
be seized.

Interference
with seizers
of animals,
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21. Any person who without any lawful right
S

(a) drives any animal into or upon any land“.
the occupation of, or cultivated b'y

another person and who does not ta)y

steps to prevent that animal from feediys:
upon or damaging any growing crop gy,
produce of that land; or He

(b) drives any animal into or upon any irrigatigy
work, aerodrome, saltern, line of railway:
or land appertaining thereto, public roadsgéi
public park or Crown land and who dogg®
not take steps to prevent that anima]:
damaging such work, aerodrome, saltern::
line of railway or land appertaining.
thereto, road, park or Crown land,

shall be guilty of an offence.

A

22.

If it is shown to the satisfaction of the "

shooting of g . . v
animals which ~ Government Agent of any Administrative District’
are in the that any animal is in the habit of trespassing, within *

that District, on any private land, or any irrigation:
work, aerodrome, saltern, line of railway or land.-
appertaining thereto, public road, public park or
Crown land and that such animal cannot he seized or
identified, he—-

trespassing.

() may authorise any person to seize such animal
while so trespassing or to identify it, and -

(b) may, if such person finds after reasonable
exertion that it is impracticable to seize or |
. 1dentify such animal, in writing permit
. such person to shoot such animal within :
such specified area within thirty days after
the grant of such permission.

Destroction

of stray pike: 23. It shall be lawful for the owner or occupier

of any cultivated private land, or for any person duly
authorised by such owner or occupier, to shoot or
otherwise destroy any pig trespassing on such land,
if a notice warning the owners of pigs not to allow
such animals to stray on such land is exhibited in a
conspicuous place on such land.

Disposal of
the carcasses

24. The owner of every animal shot or otherwise

ofvanimol destroyed under the provisions of section 22 or
gf;lcgyaeze section 23 shall be entitled to remove the carcass of-

the animal, and if no claim to the carcass is made by
any person entitled to remove it, the carcass shall be
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730ld by public auction by the Village Headman of
jthe Village Headman’s Division in which the
“epimal was shot or otherwise destroyed and the
“iiroceeds of such sale shall be credited to the Consoli-
+dated Fund of Ceylon.
95, (1) Any person who fails to pay any sum due
“grom him as damages or expenses under section 14
“br section 15, or as a penalty under section 18 shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not
gxceeding twenty rupees. _
 (2) On the conviction of any person for an offence
nnder sub-section (1), the Court shall, if satisfied that
payment of any sum due as damages or expenses under
section 14 or section 15 or as a penalty under section 18
‘has not been made, make order that such sum shall, in
addition to any fine that may be imposed on him under
sub-section (1), be paid by him within the time speci-
fied in the order, and, if such sum is not so paid, it
shall be recovered upon an order of the Court as if it
were a fine imposed by the Court.

. 26. Regulations may be made in respect of all or

any of the following matters: —

(@) all matters stated or required under this
Part to be prescribed;

(b) the giving of notice of the seizure or destruc-
tion of any animal causing trespass and
the person or persons to whom such notice
should be given; and

(¢) all matters relating to the seizure and
destruction of animals committing
trespass.

o7. The Cattle Trespass Ordinance 1s hereby.
repealed. !

PART V.
(ASTRATION AND BREEDING. |

. 98, No person shail have in his possession any’
male animal over the age of one vear and three
Months unless such animal—
(¢) has been castrated within three months after
attaining the age of one year; or
.(0) has been certified by a Veterinary Surgeon
or an authorised officer to be fit for
breeding. |

Failure to pay
damages,
expenses oOr
penalty an
offence, and
recovery of
damages,
expenses or
penalty.

Regulations.

Repeal of
Chapter 331.

Probibition s
the possession
of certain

male animals.
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Issue of 29. (1) A Veterinary Surgeon or an a,uthomsed(
cergiacaton officer shall, upon a request made by the owner of gy
"inar )
Svrgoons or - Inale animal above the age of one year or by an
ol other person on behalf of such owner, if he 1s satig
o

fied that such animal is fit for breedmg, 1ssue to Sllcﬁ*.
owner or other person a certificate to the effect that”,
the animal 1s fit for breeding. \%i

(2) A certificate issued under sub-section (1) shanu
contain the prescribed particulars relating to the:
identity and the description of the animal in 1'espegt,

of which the certificate is issued.

(3) LEvery person in possession of a Lbl'tlflcate
issued under sub-section (1) shall upon demand madg’
therefor by any Veteunary Surgeon or auLhorlsed
officer produce the certificate for ll]SpL(LIOD

(4) For the purposes of the certilicate to be lssuedj
under sub-section (1) in respect of any animal, a:
Veterimary Surgeon or an authorised officer may ﬁx
the age of that “animal after inspection if the owners
thereof is unable to establish the age of that animal.:

Tags to be - 30. The owner of every animal in respect of whlch '
attached to a certificate is issued under section 29 shall attach to
animals in

respect of the lower hind part of each ear of that animal a metal-

which certi- . ;
ficate. e tag of such pattern as may be approved by the‘

issued, ])1 rector.

lssue of 31. A Veterinary Surgeon or any authorised officer
E“C];fec‘t'\f who CLlllﬁ(’b that anv malc animal which is unfit for

Veterinary breeding is fit for that purpose shall be guilty of an

S offence.

officers. ‘
Canceliation 32. A certificate issued under section 29 may be .
O e nontes cancelled if the Veterinary Surgeon or auLhorlsed offi-

Veterinary cer bv whom such certificate was issued is of the |
SufconeLar opinion that the animal in respect of which it was-
cfiicers. 1ssued— 4

(«) 1s no longer fit for breeding by reason of senl'
lity or other 111ﬁrm1t) or
() 1s suffering from any contagious or miectlous

disease.
Jover of 33. (1) Where any Vetwmdl\ sSurgeotr or autho"
it B vised officer is of the opinion that any male anima!
anthorised - over the age of one year is unfit for breeding, that
e b Veterlnary Surgeon or authorised officer may direct the.
castration of  owner of, or the person in possession of, that anima!
Shan e by notice in writing addressed to such owner or perSOn'
ot for t0 castrate that animal, ard such owner or person shall,
reeding,

carry out such dlrectlon
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@) The castration of any male animal in pursuance
“of a notice issued under sub-section (1) may—

(«) at the request of the owner or person in charge
of that animal be performed. or cause to
be performed, free of any charge by the
Veterinary Surgeon or authorised officer
who issued that notice, or

(h) at the expense of such owner or person be per-
formed by any other person to the satis-
faction of the Veterinary Surgeon or autho-
rised officer who issued that notice.

© 34. Regulations may be made in respect of all or
-anv of the following matters: —

() all matters stated or required under this Part
to be prescribed;

(h) a scheme for the grading of animals and the
use by the public of the stud and artificial
insemination services provided by the

Government.
PART VI.
(GENERAL.

35. (1) The Minister may make regulations for
all matters for which regulations are required or autho-
rised to be made under this Act.

(2) Every regulation made by the Minister shall be
published in the Giazette and shall come mto operation
on such date as may be specified in the regulation or,
if no such date is so specified, on the date of such publi-
cation. i

(3) Everv regulation made by the Minister shall be
brought before the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives as soon as may be after the publication
thereof by a motion that such regulation be approved.

(4) Anv regulation which the Senate or the House
of Representatives refuses to approve shall be deemed
to be rescinded, but without prejudice to the validity
of anvthing previously done thereunder. The date on
which a regulation shall be deemed to be so rescinded
shall be the date on which the Senate or the House of
Sepresentatives refuses to approve such 1'egulat1on..

. (5) Notification of the date on which any regulation
‘Dade by the Minister is deemed to be rescinded shall

- published in the Gazette.

Reguiarious.

Power of
Minister to
make
regulations.
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36. Any person who contravenes any provision gf:
this Act or of any regulation made under this Act °h3a11"':-,
be guilty of an offence. ol

37. Any person who commits an ofience under thls,
Act shall, where no punishment is expressly prov1ded
for such oln,nce be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty:
rupees or to qunple imprisonment for a term not ex-
ceeding one month, and for a second or subsequent
offence to a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees or'
to simple imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
months.

,;ﬂ:%

38. In this Act unless the context (‘tllel'WiSé"'t‘

requires— % '

““anmmal 7’ means an ox or a buﬁ‘t]o and 1n Parb
1V includes a sheep, goat or pig:

L

““ authorised officer ** means any officer ocnerally
or specially authorised in writing by lhe
Director; i

“brand »’ includes ear-tagging or ear atooing"'
and the marking of dlstuwulq}nnv letters :
or numbers Wlth cheml(,a]s,

““ Director >’ means the Director of ~Xgr1cnlture
or any Deputy Director of Agriculture; B

““local authority ’’ means any Municipal Coun-v:
cil. Urban Council. Town Council OF-;
Village Committee: and '

““ Veterinary Surgeon '’ meauns a qualified V eterl- :
nary Surgeon recognised as such fov the. ..
purposes of this et by the Directpr b} B
notice published in the Gazette. '
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