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Message from Hon. Minister of Women and Child Affairs

As the Minister in charge of the subject of Women and Child Affairs, it is with great
pleasure that I deliver this message to the Progress Report of the year 2024.

Even though the year 2024 was also a period when Sri Lanka as a country was facing a
major economic crisis, our officials as the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs have taken
many notable steps to improve the living standard of women and children in the country.

Social and economic development programs for women and children have been designed
and implemented throughout this year, utilizing government funding and with the
contributions of other parties, including local and foreign organizations and non-
governmental organizations. Further, greater attention has been paid to the areas of social
security, entrepreneurship development, expanding educational opportunities for children
with special needs, and improving the physical and mental health of women and children.

Increasing the allowance of morning meal for children in early childhood development
centers and preschools, and approving the allocation of provisions from the annual budget
of the year 2025 for the administration of shelters for women victims of violence, through
the cabinet decisions of the new government at the end of year 2024, can be considered as
valuable opportunities to make the services of our ministry more efficient and of higher
quality.

I would like to express my appreciation and deep sense of gratitude to all the Ministry
officials who have contributed collectively to the development of the country by performing
their utmost duty for the beneficiaries of the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs, despite
various political, economic and social circumstances in the past period.

We, as the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs, will unwaveringly fulfill our
responsibilities to create a safe and better future for Sri Lankan women and children, and
to contribute our utmost to creating a "CLEAN Sri Lanka" for "A Rich Country - Beautiful
Life", by modernizing the national agenda in the year 2025, avoiding disparities in the
distribution of resources, following both long-term and short-term plans, and providing
benefits without discrimination based on nationality, religion, gender or being rich and
poor.

Saroja Savithri Paulraj
Minister of Women and Child Affairs
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Message from Hon. Deputy Minister of Women and Child Affairs

I believe that the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs has achieved certain goals during
the year 2024 with regard to the betterment of women and children of Sri Lanka through
the institutions come under the ministry. We should be well organized to work for the
advancement, security and social justice of women and children in our country by
identifying problems, integrating modernity and technology, according to the current social,
political and economic changes. The time has come to review some of the departments and
programs of the institutions come under our ministry, which have been operating in a
conventional manner for decades.

We would like to thank all the officials attached to our institutions who devote their time,
energy and expertise for the benefit of women and children, overcoming various practical
difficulties and challenges. We also hope that everyone will contribute as a group of
empathetic and respectful professionals who think and act sensitively on the issues of
women and children, going beyond professional boundaries.

Various local and foreign non-governmental organizations, business entities and
individuals constantly come forward to provide special financial and intellectual support in
implementing various programs for the benefit of Sri Lankan women and children, by our
Ministry. We extend special thanks to all those institutions and individuals for their
generous contributions and invite them to continue to work with us in accordance with
government policies and programs.

A special burden of responsibility lies with our ministry to overstep the mere conceptual
boundaries and create a “rich country where all women and children in our country can live
a beautiful life.”

For that purpose, we will have to review history, remedy the shortcomings and rethink,
implement new policies and programs, and make new decisions.

As a ministry that is accountable to the people and manages public funds properly with
effective utilization of provisions received while ensuring transparency and avoiding
corruption, waste and inefficiency, let us all determine to work together, energetically and
with dedication to achieve the goals in the year 2025.

Dr. Namal Sudarshana
Deputy Minister of Women and Child Affairs
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Message from the Secretary of Women and Child Affairs

It is my privilege to have this opportunity to deliver a message for the Progress Report of
the year 2024 of the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs. Even though the scope of the
Ministry was "Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment" at the
beginning of the year, it became the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs in the ministerial
reshuffle that took place after the present government came to power.

This Ministry, which is entrusted with the care and protection of rights of Sri Lankan
children and women and empowering them socially and economically, has given greater
priority this year to strengthening the mechanisms for implementing programs (including
raising awareness) that target and benefit the identified vulnerable children and women, in
a way that addresses the entire community. This includes improving infrastructure and
capacity development of staff working for this purpose especially at the grass-root level.

Enacting the Women's Empowerment Act, implementation of the National Policy to Ensure
Gender Equality and Women Empowerment also the opportunity to bring other related
matters to a positive level, are notable achievements of the year. It also provided
opportunities for qualitative development of essential legal and policy elements.

Even though necessary programs, policy guidelines and institutional structures are
available to perform and discharge the duties and functions, no satisfactory response is
observed practically when dealing with the issues such as harassment, abuse and violation
of rights against women and children, as well as the opportunities available to women in
decision-making processes and the political sphere, women's participation in the labour
force, and child malnutrition. The challenge we face is to identify the areas to be focused
the attention after being carefully analyzed the issues that have affected the above situation
and take steps to resolve them in line with the policy guidance outlined in the current
government’s policy statement regarding the advancement of women and children.

Overall, I would like to state that the Ministry has made successful progress in the year
2024, and the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs is committed to providing women and
children with a beautiful life in a protective environment free from violence, oppression
and discrimination in line with the “Clean Sri Lanka” national program started on 01
January 2025.

K.D.R. Olga
Secretary to the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs

iii Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
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1 — Vision and Mission of the Ministry

Vision

An advanced society that women and children enjoy the full
benefits and opportunities of development fairly and equally.

Mission

Formulate and execute polices, projects and programs for providing
and enhancing legal, institutional and human resources services for
the economic empowerment, and social protection of women and
children considering national priorities and requirements along with
international standards.

1 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
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2 - Introduction

After the current government came into power and with the reshuffle of Ministerial
portfolio that took place in November 2024, the Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and
Social Empowerment that existed until then was abolished and the subject of women and
child affairs was assigned to the new Ministry established as the "Ministry of Women and
Child Affairs".

According to the latest statistics, women and children represent about 70% of the total
population of Sri Lanka. This Ministry, of which the key function is to protect especially
the vulnerable groups among women and children in every respect, i.e. to prevent them
from violence, eliminate discrimination against them, and empower them socially and
economically, also amends existing laws or, if necessary, introduce new laws, and

formulates and implements strategic policies, action plans and programs in line with them.

A proper institutional structure has been established under the Ministry to discharge the
functions assigned to the Ministry. The institutional structure, which consists of the
National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development, Department of Probation and Child
Care Services, National Child Protection Authority, Women’s Bureau of Sri Lanka and the
National Committee on Women, is organized in a broad mechanism extending from the
national level to the district, regional and rural levels. It is also a unique feature of this
Ministry that some of its functions and duties should be discharged and performed with the
multi-sectoral participation. For example, policies and programs cannot be successfully
implemented without the cooperation of stakeholders such as the Ministry of Health,
Ministry of Education, and Ministry of Public Security. That is why many of our policies

and guidelines, as well as action plans, have had to be named with the term "'multilateral.

In this context, a number of programs targeting and benefiting women and children in the
vulnerable group were implemented in 2024, utilizing mainly the budgetary provisions
made by the Consolidated Fund and the grants provided by foreign agencies and
stakeholders

Accordingly, it is evident that the Ministry has made a significant progress during the
preceding year. We do not intend to explain it here, as the progress and achievements of

each institution will be described in detail later.

2 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs



Progress report - 2024

Moreover, we would like to mention that since most of the programs and policy-based
action plans we implement are not limited to one year, but span several years, those
programs will be continued in 2025 with new concepts and a comprehensive approach, in

a sustainable manner, according to the government's policy guidance.
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3 - Subijects and Functions

The Ministry of Women and child Affairs was established by the Special Gazette No
2412/08 of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and dated 25.11.2024.

Accordingly, the main functions and tasks of the Ministry are as follows.

10.

1.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

. Formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies, strategies,

programs and projects, in relation to the subjects of Women and Child Affairs and those
subjects that come under the purview of Departments, Statutory Institutions and Public
Corporations working under the scope based on the national policies implemented by
the government.

Provision of public services under the purview of the Ministry in an efficient and people
friendly manner.

Reforming all systems and procedures using modern management techniques and
technology, thus ensuring that the functions of the Ministry are fulfilled while
eliminating corruption and waste.

Implementation of Women’s Charter.

Formulation and implementation of strategies to enhance women’s participation and
representation in decision making in state affairs and the political field.

Adoption of necessary measures for the empowerment of women affected by conflicts
and poverty.

Strengthening and implementation of laws and policies for the prevention of women
and child abuse.

Amending existing laws and formulating and implementing new laws and policies to
prevent discrimination against women on the basis of sex and gender.

Formulation and implementation of policies and programs for the empowerment of
women headed households.

Accomplishment of Sustainable Development Goals in relation to Women and child
affairs.

Introducing gradual legal and policy reforms to bring minimum 50% of women’s
representation in political structures.

Combatting period poverty by providing necessary tax reliefs, financial and other
support.

Deducting the burden of unpaid care work on women.

Formulation of policies and programs on early childhood protection and development
aimed at bringing up physically and mentally healthy children.

Development and implementation of programs and projects in line with international
standards to protect the rights of vulnerable children.

Implementation of the Children’s Charter.

Regulating Child Care Centres.

Implementation of the Sevana Sarana Foster-Parent Scheme.

4 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
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19. Providing financial assistance for developing the skills of exceptionally talented
children.

20. Revising discriminatory laws that oppress women and children.

21. All other subjects that come under the following departments and institutions.

22. Supervision of those institutions.

Responsible Divisions/ Departments.

i.  National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development
ii.  Department of Probation and Child Care Services
iii.  National Child Protection Authority
iv.  Sri Lanka Women’s Bureau

v.  National Committee on Women

Furthermore, Administrative, Internal Audit, Accounts, Development and Planning and
Information Technology Divisions are functioning to provide administrative and
operational support for the above institutions.

This report contains information about the departments, institutions and Divisions

functioning under this Ministry, the allocation approved for the year 2024 and the financial
and physical progress achieved up to 31.12.2024.
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5 - Summary of Allocation and Financial Frogress

Provision has been allocated for this Ministry under the head no. 171 and for the
Department of Probation and Child Care Services under the head no. 217.

Accordingly, the total allocation approved and financial progress achieved of the Ministry
of Women and Child Affairs is as follows

Type of Allocation Approved allocation | Financial Progress for the period
for year 2024 of 01.01.2024 - 31.12.2024
(Rs. Mn.) (Rs. Mn.)
Ministry of Women and Child Affairs - Head No. 171

Capital 266.524 219.056
Recurrent 14,319.262 11,287.761
Sub Total 14,585.786 11,506.817

Department of Probation and Child Care Services - Head No. 217
Capital 59.011 53.083
Recurrent 437.609 430.986
Sub Total 496.620 484.069
Grand Total 15,082.406 11,990.886

Percentage Distribution of Financial Allocation among Divisions /
Departments - 2024

m Development Division and Planning and IT
0.31 Division - 0.01%

m National Committee on Women - 0.06%

= National Child Protection Authority -
0.31%

Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka - 0.34%

m Department of Probation and Child Care
Services - 0.44%

m National Secretariat for Early Childhood
Development - 98.84%
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6- Functions and main Development Programs
Implemented to Achieve the Objective of the Ministry

6.1 Development Division

1.0 Key Function

The key function of the Development division, which has the primary responsibility for the
formulation of policies and implementation of national level development programs of the
Ministry, is to coordinate the programs implemented by the institutions functioning under
the Ministry, coordinate the institutions affiliated to the United Nations along with foreign
as well as local donor institutions, and to coordinate the national level programs.

2.0 Main Development Programs Implemented
2.1. Formulation of women related Policies and Plans

2.1.1 Introduction of the Women Empowerment Act

This Act, No. 37 of 2024, was passed in Parliament and published as a supplement to Part
IT of the Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on 05 July 2024. This
Act includes provisions for the establishment of the National Women's Commission. Initial
steps are being taken for the establishment of the Women's Commission and also, this Act
provides the legal authority to upgrade the Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka to a Government
Department.

2.1.2 Background Creation for the Preparation of Gender Budgeting Act.

The concept paper on the preparation of the Gender Budgeting Act, which aims to the
ensure that a specific amount of provision is allocated for women in the budget passed by
the Parliament, has been forwarded to the Department of National Planning again and the
Women Parliamentarians’ Caucus in Parliament for approval after incorporating the
amendments submitted by the Department of National Planning.

2.1.3 Second Five-year National Action Plan for the Prevention of Sexual and
Gender-based Violence

The Second Five-Year National Action Plan for the Prevention of Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on 09 July 2024 and accordingly, this
action plan was launched at the Ministry under the patronage of the Hon. Minister of
Women and Child Affairs.

This National Action Plan consists of 13 sectoral plans i.e. Child Affairs, Gender
Empowerment, Social Protection and Welfare, Education (Sub-Sectors: General Education,
Higher Education, Technical and Vocational Education), Foreign Employment and Labor,
Health (Sub-Sectors: Indigenous Medicine and Health), Justice and Law Reforms, Mass
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Media, Youth (Sub-Sectors: Youth and Sports), Transport, Disaster Management, and
Economic Empowerment.

2.1.4 National Strategic Plan on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment

The National Policy on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment was launched on
International Women’s Day that fells on08th March 2023. Based on this policy, drafting of
strategic Action Plan (2025-2027) is being started with the involvement of stakeholders
from the public, private sectors and activists of civil society organizations.

2.1.5 Implementation of National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security
(2023-2027) (UNSCR 1325)

This action plan has been promptly prepared within the National Policy Framework of Sri
Lanka, in line with the United Nations Security Council Resolution (1325) on Women,
Peace and Security and in compliance with international obligations, and it was launched
during the International Women's Day celebrations in 2023, with the Cabinet approval.
Under this action plan, 02 main steering committee meetings and 01 inter-agency
coordination and assessment committee meeting have been conducted during the year
2024. As of 31.12.2024, progress of 40% has been achieved.

2.1.6 Introduction of Gender Equality Act

After this bill was tabled in Parliament on 09 May 2024, a case was filed against it by the
All Ceylon Buddhist Congress and another party on 27 May 2024 Accordingly, this bill has
been suspended for the time being in accordance with a Supreme Court decision.

2.2 Acts and Legal Proceedings Related to Children

2.2.1. Preparing a single law for children in accordance with the Convention on the
Rights of the Child

The aim of this is to study all the laws, regulations and ordinances related to the protection
of children's rights in Sri Lanka and legalize children's rights as a single Act to meet current
needs in order to ensure the rights of children. The concept paper in this regard has been
prepared and approved by the Cabinet of Ministers, and the initial draft has been prepared
by the Legal Draftsman.

2.3 Conducting meetings of District Child and Women Development Committees

Provisions of Rs. 930,800.00 is released annually for the 25 districts to hold committee
meetings quarterly for having discussions on issues with all the stakeholders providing
services to children and women. Accordingly, during the year 2024, the reports of those
committees were convened at the end of the relevant quarter, and the necessary
interventions were made to be done at the national level while follow-up action was also
taken.

9 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
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2.4 Establishing Forums at District and Divisional Levels to Prevent Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) Against Women and Girls

Preventing gender-based violence has become a key function in order to ensure gender
equality as per the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Accordingly, it is expected to
improve the capacity of the government to respond, sexual and gender-based violence
related issues through constructive partnerships with local civil society, aiming to prevent
and, respond collect data and advocate, coordinate and strengthen the activities related to
the prevention of gender-based violence at the district and divisional levels.

Accordingly, the Ministry also conducted awareness programs on preventing and
responding to gender-based violence for stakeholders in government and non-governmental
institutions at the district level in 2024. A guideline has also been prepared for this and
relevant stakeholders have been informed about the steps to be taken to establish the
forums.

2.5 Program for the Prevention of Teenage Pregnancies

Since the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, the Government
of Sri Lanka has taken various measures to protect children from all forms of violence,
exploitation, abuse and neglect. Accordingly, with the current increase in the number of
reported teenage pregnancies in Sri Lanka, awareness programs have been initiated to
prevent teenage pregnancies for various target groups including school children. So far,
many island-wide programs have been conducted and in the year 2024, programs have been
conducted in 03 selected schools in 03 Divisional Secretariat Divisions of Polonnaruwa
District.

2.6 Media Publicity

Publicity campaigns such as news, interviews, newspaper supplements etc. have been
carried out through electronic and print media to sensitize the society on the International
days for women and children. The contribution of the media was also made to sensitize the
society about the programs, projects and activities launched by the Ministry for the
empowerment and protection of women and children the various programs implemented
by the Ministry for handling the media in an ethical manner that would be favorable to
women and children. Accordingly, a number of such media publicity programs were
implemented on International Women's Day and World Children's Day in the year 2024.

2.7 Providing Information / Reports to other Ministries and Related Coordination
Activities

Providing necessary information for international reports according to the requests made
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For example, providing information to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Periodic
reporting, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) etc. as the line Ministry. Reporting has also been done for the
Beijing 30+ on the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.
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Information has been provided and updated for the delegation participating in the 90™
session of CEDAW to be held in Geneva in February 2025 while relevant reports have been
sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

2.8 Program on Gender and Women's Rights - Programs Implemented by Utilizing
the Provisions of United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

For the year 2024, the United Nations Population Fund has allocated Rs.7.000 million for
the Ministry for implementing programs to prevent gender-based violence and provide
services to the victims. Out of that allocation, Rs. 4.979 million was allocated to the
Development Division and following programs have been conducted with use of 99% of
the said allocation.

e To meet the emergency needs of women affected by violence and their children, a
provision of Rs.1.849 million at Rs.5000 each has been made to 341 Divisional
Secretariats and 25 District Secretariats as emergency management cost.

e Programs were conducted in 08 districts (Puttalam, Matara, Nuwara Eliya,
Anuradhapura, Kilinochchi, Monaragala, Jaffna, Kurunegala) with stakeholders
from government and non-governmental institutions related to preventing and
responding to gender-based violence using Rs. 2.474 million provisions.

2.9 Implementation of the Activities Related to the Ministry of Women and Child
Affairs in the National Strategic Plan on the Prevention and Management of Human
Trafficking

Due to the current economic crisis women and children are at high risk of being victims of
human trafficking. With the aim of preventing and protecting them from human trafficking,
awareness programs on the legal issues related to "Human Trafficking” are being conducted
by the field officers employed island wide, as well as the officers of the 1929 and 1938
helpline services.

3.0 Special Events

Preventing and responding to gender-based violence
Kilinochchi District

11 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
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Prevention of Teenage Pregnancies - Polonnaruwa District

National Action Plan for the Prevention of Sexual and Gender Violence (2™ phase) 2024-2028

12 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs



4.0 Progress of Implemented Development Programs as of 31.12.2024

Progress report - 2024

SN | Main Project/ Activity | Financial | Financial | Physical Target Physical Progress Beneficiaries
Target Progress
(Rs. Mn) | (Rs. Mn.) Female| Male
Prevention of child abuse and violence against women and children [ 171-02-06-009-2509]

1 | Conducting District 0.931 0.776 Conducting 100 | First quarter meetings - 25 | No. of officers
Child and Women committee Second quarter meetings - as per the
Development meetings in 25 24 reports
Committees districts at 1 per | Third quarter meetings - received -2327

quarter 16
Fourth quarter meeting -
10

2 | Program for the 0.069 0.069 Conducting 3 03 programs have been 370 school
prevention of teenage programs conducted in children in
pregnancy Polonnaruwa District. Polonnaruwa

(Welikanda, Dimbulagala, District
Hingurakgoda DSs)
Total 1.000 0.845
Program for the prevention of gender-based violence [ 171- 02-06-003-2509-13]

3 | Administrative 0.070 0.069 Administrative Administrative expenses
expenses for the expenses spared have been incurred for
preparation of national relating to the the action plans prepared
action plans to ensure preparation of so far.
the Women's and other action plans
gender-based rights

4 | Continue to maintain 0.300 0.299 Payment for Payments have been made
web hosting facilities continued web for this year to continue
with Sri Lanka Telecom hosting facilities | maintaining the web
to monitor and report on with Sri Lanka hosting facility with Sri
the progress of the Plan Telecom. Lanka Telecom.
on SGBV implemented
for 2023 — 2027

5 | Conducting programs 2.530 2.474 Conducting 08 programs (Matara, 1000
with stakeholders from programs in 08 Puttalam, Nuwara Eliya, participants
government and non- districts Anuradhapura,
governmental Kilinochchi, Monaragala,
institutions related to Jaffna, Kurunegala)
preventing and
responding to gender-
based violence

6 | Provisions of 1.850 1.849 Allocation has Expenditures have been 380
emergency case been sent to 341 | incurred by 341
management cost for Divisional Divisional
districts and divisions Secretariat Secretariat
in terms of emergencies Divisions and 25 | Divisions and 25 District
for vulnerable women District Secretariat Divisions.
and children (Rs.5000 Secretariat
each) Divisions.

7 | Capacity building of 0.331 0.291 19 Women 39 Women Development 39 Officers
Women Development Development Officers (Certificate
Officers (conduct a Officers Course)

Diploma Course on
gender and
development)
Sub Total 5.081 4.982
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SN Main Project/ Activity | Financial | Financial Physical Physical Progress Beneficiaries
Target Progress Target Female | Male
(Rs. Mn) | (Rs. Mn.)
8 Payment of CDMA 0.355 0.350 Payment of Telephone bills of
telephone bills of telephone bills | 12 months have
shelters for women of 12 months been paid.
9 Improving the capacity 0.375 0.375 Administration | Administration and
of Divisional Women and Field Field Observation
Federations to respond Observation of | of shelters in
to the acts of gender- shelters in Monaragala,
based violence Monaragala, Ratnapura,
Ratnapura, Anuradhapura,
Anuradhapura, | Colombo, Nuwara
Colombo, Eliya
Nuwara Eliya
10 Stakeholder discussions 0.505 0.511 Jaffna, 3 Field Visits to
with shelter’s Muliativu, Anurhadapura,
administration and Anurhadapura, | Mathara,
Field Visits Batticallo, Rathnapura
Mathara, Nuwaraeliya and
Colombo, payment of
Rathnapura, administration cost
Nuwaraeliya for Rathnapuar,
Gampaha ,
Nuwaraeliya
District Shelters.
11 International 16 days 0.244 0.244 Conduct of Main programs 226 officers
Program (VAW) main programs | have been
of the conducted.
International
16 days
Program
12 Yowun Viyata 0.286 0.286 Conduct of Program has been | 210 children
Senehasin program program conducted.
13 Mobile Service 0.303 0.244 conduct of A mobile service 600 participants
Program on relief mobile service | program has been
services for women program in conducted in
Deraniyagala Deraniyagala
Sub Total 2.068 2.010
Grand Total 8.149 7.837
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6.2 Planning and Information Technology Division

1.0 Key Functions

Planning, Monitoring and follow - up to deliver the Ministry’s services more effectively
and efficiently in the field of children and women and systematic maintenance of the
information technology practices of the Ministry in accordance with e -Government policy
and all relevant technical policies.

2.0 Main Development Programs Implemented

2.1 Planning

The Ministerial Annual Action plan, District Action plans, plan relevant to implementing
Organizational Results Framework and other plans related to women and children have
been prepared. In addition, technical assistance has been provided for plans, policies and
other periodic reports prepared by various institutions/departments and other Ministries
under the scope of Ministry according to national and international policies and
recommendations.

2.2 Monitoring

Conducting monthly, quarterly and annual progress reporting and progress review meetings
related to all development programs of the Ministry. Under that, 09 progress review
meetings have been conducted. Also 02 progress review meetings have been conducted
with District officers via Zoom and presented minutes by assigning responsibilities.

2.3. Follow -Up

2.3.1 The feasibility of selected beneficiaries to implement livelihood development projects
by Sri Lanka Women's Bureau and the Department of Probation and Child Care Services
in Rambukkana, Kegalle and Warakapola Divisional Secretariats in Kegalle district, under
the Food Security and Livelihood Development Recovery Emergency Assistance Project
has been supervised and reported the recommendations.

2.3.2 Monitoring of Livelihood Development Projects in Kilinochchi and Jaffna Districts,
Monitoring of National Center for Widows and Women Headed Households in Kilinochchi
District and a progress review meeting in Jaffna District was held with women and child
development officers and recommendation report was submitted.

2.4 Computer Technology Training Program

The three-day training program on computer technology was held at the Skill Development
Fund on 19, 23 and 24 December 2024 with the participation of the officials of the
institutions engaged in the development work of the Ministry and mainly the officials of
the Planning and Information Technology Division. In addition, training programs were
conducted on Ministerial web site, e -Commerce and Lanka Women e - Market without
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using funds and with use of division’s resource persons 08 training programs were
conducted and 166 officials have been trained.

2.5 Project Coordination

2.5.1 The Food Security and Livelihood Development Recovery Emergency Assistance
Project is coordinated by the Planning and Information Technology Division on behalf of
the Ministry under which progress reporting, progress review meetings, representing to
meetings organized by Department of National Planning and donor agency and relevant
instructions and recommendations have been issued. This project was started in the year
2022 and will be operated till 29.08.2026. Rs.535.110 million have been allocated to
implement programs for the development of women and children, and the programs are
implemented by the Development Division, Department of Probation and Child Care
Services, National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development and the Sri Lanka
Women's Bureau.

2.5.2 Coordinating functions are being performed for the preparation of Action plan related
to the proposed alenia International five-year project on behalf of the Ministry.

2.6 Maintaining the Information Technology Activities of the Ministry

Maintaining the Ministry's official website, YouTube channel, and Facebook page, by
updating the information in the relevant media based on the information provided by the
institutions is responsibility of this division.

Furthermore, the division is also responsible for the provision of anti-virus software, the
maintenance of Internet under the Sri Lanka e-Government Network, and the maintenance
of computer networking activities. These activities are implemented through formal
procurement procedures.

2.7 Programs Carried out under Foreign Aids
A project proposal report was written and taken approval by the officers of this division to
carry out the following programs under the Australia Awards Small Grant worth 5000 AUD.

2.7.1 Health Camp was conducted for about 600 Ministry officials with the support of the
Ministry of Health and other related parties on 26 March 2024. About 500 officers were
given the opportunity for medical examinations, medical appointments, eye, ear, kidney
diseases, ECG, blood sugar and cholesterol check-ups.

2.7.2 In parallel with this Health Camp an awareness program was held on Burden of
Cancer and other non- communicable diseases, Gender and Sexual and Gender based
violence on 27 March 2024, for 100 Ministry officials

2.7.3 A community-based program to prevent sexual and gender-based violence has been
conducted on 08 June 2024 for 300 families in Vanathavilluwa Divisional Secretariat of
Puttalam District. Another program was also held for 50 selected children with the support
of Innovation Social Development Foundation on the same day. A follow —up program after
a month was also conducted.
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3.0 Special Events

Field Visit - Kegalle

Field visit and Progress Review Meeting with Women and Child Development Officers

Jaffna and Kilinochchi

Health Camp for Ministry Officials
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4.0 Progress of Implemented Development Programs as of 31.12.2024

SN Main Financial Financial Physical Physical Beneficiaries
Project/Activity Target Progress Target Progress
(Rs.Mn.) | (Rs.Mn.) Female | Male
1. Field supervision and 0.100 0.115 Field Field 9 51
Monitoring supervisions supervisions 02
04 (Kegalle, Jaffna
and Kilinochchi)
2. Progress review 0.025 0.007 Meetings 12 Meetings 11 54 150
meetings. including 2
Zoom meetings with
District Officers
3. Programs /Meetings 0.025 0.017 Meetings 12 | Meetings 22 163 80
on other assigned
special subjects
4. Conducting Training 0.320 0.272 Training Training 10 166
Programs on IT for Programs 02 Programs 08
officers
Total 0.470 0.411
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6.3 National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development

1.0 Introduction

The National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development was established in 1979 under
the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs, and its name was amended as the National
Secretariat for Early Childhood Development in 2020 reflecting the duties and functions of

the institution.

The period from conception to the age of 5 is considered a child's early childhood.
Accordingly, the National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development functions with a
mission for creating a physically, psychosocially and cognitively developed generation of
Sri Lankan children in the early childhood as the national focal institution to ensure the
holistic development of Sri Lankan children in early childhood through formulation,

implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programs.

2.0 Key Functions

e Functioning as the focal institution for formulating, implementing, and monitoring
national policy projects/programs on early childhood care and development.

e Coordinating and networking Early Childhood Development programs conducted by
government, non-government organizations and the private sector

e Conducting research, data collection and formulation of programs related to Early
Childhood Care and Development.

e Formulation and implementation of training programs related to the overall
development of Early Childhood of Children
e Development of Human Resources related to Early Childhood Development

3.0 Main Development Programs Implemented
3.1. Programs/ Benefits for Pregnant and Lactating Mothers
Program to Provide a Nutrition Allowance of Rs.45,000.00 to Pregnant Mothers

Vouchers worth Rs. 45,000/- are issued to mothers from families with nutritional
deficiencies and health reasons or whose family income is less than the estimated average
monthly expenditure of that family, to obtain the necessary nutritional food for the last 06
months of pregnancy and the first 04 months during lactation. A provision of Rs. 9,833.300
million had been allocated for this program, which covered all 25 districts in the year 2024,
and its physical target was 222,220 pregnant mothers. As of 31.12.2024, a sum of
Rs7583.861 million has been spent for 288,742 pregnant mothers.
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3.2 Programs/ Benefits for Pre-school Teachers

Programs for Providing Monthly Allowance to Pre-school Teachers

The Guru Abhimani program, which provides a monthly allowance to pre-school teachers
with the aim of appreciating the services of pre-school teachers and improving the quality
of the sector, was implemented in the year 2024, covering all 25 districts. Through this
program, an allowance of Rs. 2500/- was provided from January to May 2024, and the
allowance has been increased to Rs. 5000/- from June 2024. Although a provision of
Rs. 550 million had been allocated for the Rs. 2500/- allowance for the year 2024, due to
the insufficient provision required to increase the allowance to Rs. 5000/-, an additional
provision of Rs. 165.200 million was requested from the Treasury. Accordingly, the
allocation of Rs. 165.200 million required for the Teachers Allowance Program has been
provided from the allocation made for the program to provide a nutritional allowance of
Rs. 45,000/- to pregnant mothers.

Accordingly, the annual allocation for this program is Rs.715.200 million and the annual
target was 16,000 beneficiary teachers. The total expenditure incurred for 15,669
beneficiary teachers as at 31.12.2024 is Rs. 671.598 million.

3.3 Sub-Committee on Regulation and Supervision of Pre-School Teacher Training
Diploma Institutions
There are 64 Teacher Training Diploma Institutions registered with the National Secretariat

for Early Childhood Development, and the regulation of relevant institutions have already
commenced at the provincial level. The total expenditure incurred for the regulation of 05

institutions as of 31.12.2024 was Rs. 0.028 million.

3.4 Programs/ Benefits for Pre-school Children

3.4.1 Program for Providing Morning Meal for Children in Pre-schools/ Early
Childhood Development Centres
A provision of Rs. 2,102 million has been made for the year 2024 for this program, which

was implemented in the estate and non-estate sectors, covering all 25 districts, with the aim
of improving the nutritional status of underweight children of preschool age. As of
31.12.2024, the total expenditure incurred for a total of 147,927 children in 6,674 non-

estate and estate pre-schools is Rs. 1,398.741 million.

3.5 “Aruna Dakina Rataa” Art Exhibition

With the aim of developing the creative skills of pre-school children, a national level art

competition covering all Divisional Secretariat divisions of Sri Lanka was organized to
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create and appreciate the art works at national level and to hold an exhibition of selected

artworks in parallel with the World Children's Day Celebrations - 2024.

Under this, over 81,000 paintings have been received as of 31.12.2024, of which 250
paintings were selected by a committee appointed by the Faculty of Visual Arts of the
University of the Visual and Performing Arts. An art exhibition was held in parallel with
World Children's Day 2024, and a certificate and prize awarding ceremony was held to

appreciate the selected paintings of the children.

3.6 Other Programs Implemented for Early Childhood Care and Development
3.6.1 National Coordinating Committee on Early Childhood Care and Development

The objective is to ensure the multi-sectoral collaboration from national to grassroots level
in formulating and implementing plans and Early Childhood Care and Development work
and taking decisions on Early Childhood Development at national level while 02 meetings

of the National Coordinating Committee were held as of 31.12.2024.

3.7 Preparation of a Five-Year Multi-sectoral Action Plan for the Implementation of
the National Policy on Early Childhood Care and Development (2018).

The five-year multi-sectoral action plan for the implementation of the National Policy on
Early Childhood Care and Development (2018) has now been finalized with the financial
support of UNICEF. Accordingly, the final validation of this action plan from 2025-2028
has been carried out by involving all stakeholders. Its translation is being done and it is
scheduled to be submitted for approval of the Cabinet of Ministers and will be implemented
from the year 2025

3.8 Progress Review Meetings of Early Childhood Development Officers

Progress review meetings are held monthly and quarterly regarding the evaluation of
effectiveness of the performance of Early Childhood Development Officers attached for
the duties of the District Secretariats and Divisional Secretariats. Accordingly, as of
31.12.2024, 04 meetings have been held at the end of 4 quarters at one per quarter, and 12

monthly meetings have been held online.

3.9 Project on Home-based Early Childhood Care and Development

The objectives of this project are creating a child-friendly environment that allows for the
child's best interests and development of the child in the home through the necessary
intervention and guidance for the selected family units, creating a child-friendly

environment in the home by having a positive influence on the overall development of the
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child, ensuring the overall development of the child by raising the awareness of the parents
and caretakers related to the early childhood development and care, ensuring the food
security in the family and reduce child malnutrition, early identification of most vulnerable
children and children with special needs and refer them to necessary services. This project
was implemented in 2024 covering all the Divisional Secretariat Divisions and steps have

been taken to empower 540 family units by 31.12.2024.

3.10 Programs Implemented Despite the Non-availability of Provisions

National Week on Early Childhood Care and Development

Programs aimed at the safety, care and development of children in early childhood are
conducted at the national, provincial, district, divisional and rural levels in every year from
14" to 20" of July gathering all the responsible parties related to the subject of early
childhood. The following programs were conducted under the theme of " Pibidena
Daru kelata Maga Salasamu” during National Week on Early Childhood Care and
Development of the year 2024.

3.10.1 Awareness program on early childhood development for government officials -A
awareness program on early childhood care and development was conducted at the Kandy
/ Pilimathalawa Divisional Secretariat for field officers (Development Officers, Grama
Niladhari and Early Childhood Development Officers).

3.10.2 A national program to strengthen the network on early childhood care and
development was held in Colombo for policy makers in government, non-governmental
organizations, private institutions, and all institutions involved in this regard.

3.10.3 National programs to educate and entertain pregnant mothers were held at the
Castle Street Hospital for Women with the participation of 150 pregnant mothers and
at the De Soysa Hospital for Women with the participation of 100 pregnant mothers.
3.10.4 A Webinar was held on the role of parents in providing care to children in early
childhood to educate parents of preschool children about early childhood care and
development.

3.10.5 A program to introduce basic concepts of road safety to preschool children was
conducted jointly by the Eastern Provincial Council, Provincial Pre-School Education Unit,
Trincomalee District Secretariat and the UNICEF.

3.10.6 Webinar programs on early childhood development through play-based learning
were held for early childhood development centres/ preschool teachers, Head-mistresses of

day care centres and children's homes.
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The national program for sharing experience on home-based early childhood care and
development for the Early Childhood Development Model Villages Project was held in

Colombo.

3.10.7 Program for the Promotion of short videos and posts on Early Childhood
Development and Care through Face Book page and YouTube Channel

The National Secretariat for Early Childhood Development maintains an official Face Book
page (NSECD Face Book) and operates a YouTube channel (NSECD YouTube Channel).
Under this, a post, 07 different videos and 20 advertisements related to early childhood care

and development have been released on social media by the end of 2024.
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4.0 Progress of Implemented Development Programs as of 31.12.2024

SN Project/ Financial Financial Physical Physical Beneficiaries
Activity Target Progress Target Progress Female Male
(Rs. Mn) (Rs. Mn)
01. Program to Provide a 9,833.300 7,583.861 222,220 288,742 288,742
Nutrition Allowance Pregnant (Approximat |(Approximate
of Rs.45,000.00 to mothers e No. of No. of
Pregnant and reenant
Lactating Mothers pregnant preg
mothers) mothers)
Program for 2,102.00 1,398.741 100,000 pre- | 147927 pre- 73,645 74,282
02. Providing  Morning school school
Meal for Children in children children in
Pre-schools/  Early estate and
Childhood non-estate
Development Centres sectors
“Guru Abhimani” 715.200 671.598 16,000 Pre- | 15,669 15,669
03. Progmm for school ( Pre-school | ( Pre-school
Providing  Monthly Teachers Teachers ) Teachers )
Allowance of
Rs.5,000 to  Pre-
school Teachers
04 National Coordinating 0.120 0.094 04 ) 02 . i
. Committees | Committees
Committee on Early
Childhood Care and
Development
05 Sub-Committee  on 0.030 0.028 1 session ,2 | 1 session 14 8
Regulation and interviews
Supervision of Pre-
School Teacher
Training Diploma
Institutions
06 District Progress - - 4 sessions 04 sessions
Review Meeting (online) (‘online )
Total 12,650.650 9,654.322
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6.4 Department of Probation and Child Care Services

1.0 Introduction
A national-level institution that works in accordance with national and international policies

and legal provisions to protect the rights of children and create equal opportunities for all
groups of children, including orphans, abandoned, destitute and those displaced by

conflicts.

2.0 Key Functions

The Probation Service and Child Care Service operate under the mission of ensuring equal
opportunities for all children, protecting their rights, with a special focus on orphans,
abandoned and destitute children, as well as children in legal conflicts, in accordance with

national policies and international standards.

The main activities carried out under the Probation Service include coordinating and
assisting the functions of the Provincial Probation and Child Care Services Departments,
providing guidance to various institutions operating under the Probation Service when
necessary, preparing national policies/standards, implementing the Alternative Care Policy,
and assisting in the amendment of laws relating to children and the formulation of new

legislation.

The implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child under the Child Protection
Service, the establishment and strengthening of social structures for child protection, the
joint implementation of programs for children with national and international non-
governmental organizations operating throughout the island, etc. are carried out through
Child Rights Promotion Officers/Assistants attached to District and Divisional Secretariats

located island-wide.
3.0 Main Development Programs Implemented

3.1 Monitoring Committee Programs on Child Rights
The main mechanism that initiates the process of providing solutions by discussing the
issues identified in the subject of children is the committee structure established at the rural,

divisional, district and provincial levels to protect children's rights.

Currently, 11,034 Rural Child Development Committees have been established throughout
the island, including the new committees established during this year. Furthermore, 2118
Rural Child Development Committees have been strengthened and 1813 have been
restructured this year.

Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
25



Progress report - 2024

1261 Divisional Monitoring Committee meetings on Child Rights have been held as of
31.12.2024 and the financial progress is Rs. 4.384 million. 13 Provincial Monitoring
Committee meetings on Child Rights have been held and the expenditure has been borne
by the relevant provinces. Furthermore, 2 National Steering Committee meetings and 1
sub-committee on Child Rights have been held and the expenditure incurred is Rs. 0.065

million.

3.2 The 7" Interim Report on United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child

The Department prepared the state report to be submitted once in every 5 years, to the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child, including the progress of the implementation within
the country during this year, of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
For this purpose, information was gathered through 20 consultation workshops held at the
national and district levels with the participation of 1144 children and 65 government and
non-government organizations working with children. The draft of this interim report has

now been submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

3.3 Children’s Clubs and Children’s Councils Program

A program implemented to ensure the participation of Sri Lankan children in accordance
with the Convention on the Rights of the Child in a more meaningful way. The structure of
children's clubs established at the Grama Niladhari Division level extends to the National
Children's Council. Under this, 9987 children's clubs have been established and registered,
with a membership of nearly 452,400.

Under this program, 979 Regional Children's Council meetings have been held and 73
District Children's Council meetings have been held. The total cost incurred for this is Rs.
6.762 million. Furthermore, 02 National Children's Council meetings have been held, and

total of 85 children participated in this.

3.4 Preparation and Implementation of Care Plans for Vulnerable Children

The aim of this is to prevent children from being victims of various forms of abuse, identify
risk situations using various technical methods, prepare care plans through multiple
approaches, and there by ensure the protection and development of children by keeping
them within their family unit. In the year 2024, 664 care plans have been referred to the
Department and provisions have been provided for 114 plans under departmental
allocations. 261 plans have been referred for the Asian Development Bank project and the
number of plans implemented without provisions by the Child Rights Promotion
Officer/Assistant is 82. So far, Rs. 3.684 million has been spent for the implementation of
84 plans under departmental allocations.
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3.5 Child Centric Studies

Under this, children themselves identify the events, situations, and places where children
facing risk conditions, and prepare and implement project proposals for them. Provisions
have been allocated for the implementation of 08 programs identified under this and as the

financial progress of Rs. 0.393 million has been reported.

3.6 Programs Implemented with the Aim of Ensuring the Right to Education

3.6.1 Kepakaru Deguru Assistance Program
A program implemented under government funds. Under this, an amount of Rs. 12,000 is

provided per child per year and 1859 children are benefiting.

3.6.2 Assistance Program for children who are at risk of dropping out of school and
Intermittently attending the school

Under this, school supplies have been provided to 40 children. The expenditure reported
so far is Rs. 0.067 million.

3.7 Programs Implemented Under the Sponsorship of External Institutions to

Ensure the Right to Education.

3.7.1 Sipsaviya

This is a program sponsored by Atlas Institute. Each child is sponsored monthly at the rate
of Rs. 2500/-. Currently, 250 children are being provided with grants. The total amount of
assistance provided in the year 2024 is Rs. 7.500 million.

3.7.2 "'Sevana Sarana” Foster Parent Scheme
A program that is being implemented through the financial support of foster parents to
ensure the success of the educational activities of children who are experiencing financial

difficulties for education. Under this, Rs. 0.174 million has been allocated for 10 children.

3.7.3 'Athwela' Program

A program implemented with the aim of ensuring the overall development of children by
ensuring the rights of a child to live in a secure family, including safety, health, nutrition
and education. The Department coordinates between sponsors and children/families
seeking assistance. Under this, 49 children are receiving benefits and the total amount

provided in the year 2024 is Rs. 4.325 million.
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3.8 Ensuring the Right to Health and Nutrition According to Convention on the
Rights of the Child.
The programs implemented under this include emergency disaster, twin, medical and
nutritional assistance programs for children in low- income families. The number of
beneficiary children under this is as follows.

> Medical and nutritional assistance - 113 children

> Twins assistance -416 children

> Emergency disaster assistance - 76 children
3.9 Programs Implemented by Non-Government Organizations
3.9.1 Asian Development Bank (ADB)
The Food Security and Livelihood Development Recovery Emergency Assistance Project
is being implemented with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank. Under this,
programs such as meeting the basic needs of Child Development Centers, training the staff
at Child Development Centers, training Child Rights Promotion Officers/Assistants at
national, district and regional levels, implementing care plans for vulnerable children,
supporting livelthood development for youth in care centers, renovating 26 Child
Development Centers at the provincial level, and providing a one-time payment of Rs.
5000/- to children who are at serious risk, are being implemented. Accordingly, the one-
time Rs. 5000 allowances for vulnerable children in the year 2024 has been paid and the
expenditure is Rs. 184.115 million.
Providing vocational training to children from economically disadvantaged families is
another program implemented by the Department of Probation and Child Care Services
with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank. The aim of this is to identify children
from economically disadvantaged families and provide them with vocational training
guidelines, and thereby working towards their future well-being. Under this, all
arrangements have been made to provide vocational training to 105 children through the
Hotel school, and at the end of the training, they are scheduled to be assigned to professions

in the relevant fields.

3.9.2 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Programs

Under this, tasks related to the implementation of Alternative Care policy, the socialization
of children in conflict with the law, victimized children and institutionalized children, and
measures were taken to minimize the institutionalization of children.

The following programs were implemented under UNICEF assistance in the year 2024.

These projects were implemented to identify disaster-prone areas for children in 02 schools
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in the Walasmulla and Katuwana Divisional Secretariat Divisions and to minimize the risk
of such disasters. Through this, 02 projects were implemented to minimize the risk faced
by children. Rs. 2.448 million was spent for this. Also, training programs were conducted
for Child Rights Promotion Officers/Assistants at the provincial level (09 provinces) to
introduce and train the guidelines prepared for the Child-Centric Disaster Risk Reduction
Program. In addition, a workshop was held for the children of the National Children's
Council on Child-Centric Disaster Risk Reduction. In order to streamline the duties of the
officers, a duty record book was printed to keep records. Capacity development programs
were conducted for Child Rights Promotion Officers/Assistants and World Children's Day

program was also conducted. The total cost of these programs was Rs. 12.161 million.

3.10 Awareness and Training Programs

3.10.1 Capacity Development Programs

The department implements various programs that help in protecting children's rights.
Every sector of society has a huge responsibility to protect the rights of children and
minimize the violence and severe abuse against them. The Department implements
awareness programs for this purpose. Various awareness programs were implemented in
the year 2024 under the theme “How to become an Admirable Child” to educate civil
society with the aim of ensuring child rights in society and preventing child abuse". Under
this, 332 children's capacity development programs have been conducted so far and the
cost incurred is Rs. 2.490 million. Furthermore, 11,257 awareness programs have been
conducted without any funding, and the number of beneficiary children who participated

in the awareness programs is about 562,850.

3.10.2 Implementing Programs to Protect the Child Rights of Marginalized
Community

A program to protect the rights of children from marginalized communities such as estates,
street, flats, fisheries and indigenous who are at high risk of child rights violations. Under
this, Rs. 1.500 million has been allocated for 33 programs, including 07 programs to
provide birth certificates to children which are not having birth certificates, 11 programs
for children from estate families, 11 programs to raise awareness among marginalized
children and their parents, 02 programs to school equipment distributions, 01 medical

clinic, and 01 leadership training program have been conducted and progress of Rs. 1.500

million has been reported.
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3.11 Programs related to the Alternative Care Policy

3.11.1 The Department of Probation and Child Care Services has been implementing a
number of special programs to ensure the safety of children for many years. Accordingly,
the Judges Training Institute, Department of Probation and Child Care Services, and
UNICEF have jointly organized three awareness programs for 150 judges on the

Implementation of Alternative Care Policy.

3.11.2 Arrangements have been made to conduct an Advanced Certificate Course for 200

staff of children's homes in collaboration with the Faculty of Law, University of Colombo.

3.11.3 Asix (06) month course on Human Trafficking for staff of children's homes has been
jointly conducted by the Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Department of Probation
and Child Care Services and Save the Children.
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4.0 Progress of the Implemented Development Programs as of 31.12.2024

SN Main Project/function Financial | Financial Physical Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress target progress Male Female
(Rs. Mn) | (Rs. Mn)
Empowerment of Vulnerable Children providing vocational skills and financial assistance — 217-2-02-005-2202
01 Capacity Development 2.528 2.490 337 programs | 332 30,581 27663
program on how to become an programs
admirable child
02 Providing financial and non- 4.813 3.684 96 care plans | 84 care 18 30
financial support through care plans
plans for identified children in
vulnerable families
03 Implementing proposed 0.400 0.393 08 studies 08 studies 160 221
recommendations of Child
Centric Research.
04 Conduct regular meetings of 6.066 5.800 1011 979 10,572 12,930
children clubs and children’s meetings meetings
councils — District level
05 Holding children’s clubs and 0.750 0.729 75 meetings 73meetings 1,236 1,599
children’s councils meetings of
children clubs and children’s
council (at District level)
06 Conducting  the  National 0.300 0.101 01 meeting 02 45 40
Children’s Council meetings
07 Conducting  the  National 0.100 0.065 02 meetings 02 16 25
Steering Committee Meetings meetings
on Child Rights
08 Conducting Regional 4.524 4.384 1348 1261 1,4373 18,449
Monitoring Committee meetings meetings
Meetings on Child Rights
09 Conducting Provincial 0.300 0.039 04 meetings 03
Monitoring Committee meetings
Meetings on Child Rights
10 Conducting  programs  to 1.500 1.500 30 programs 33 685 1,290
protect the children’s rights of programs
the marginalized communities
11 Conducting progress review 3.300 2.606 306 meetings | 273 1202 1,368
meetings (National/District) meetings
12 World’s  Children’s  Day 3.820 1.190 363 programs | 11 3,426 5,595
programs 9programs
Sub Total 28.401 22.981
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SN Main Project/function Financial | Financial Physical Physical Beneficiaries
target Progress target progress | Male Female
(Rs. Mn) | (Rs. Mn)

Ensuring Child Rights — 217-2-02-6-2202

13 Providing educational support 0.200 0.067 40 13children | 5 8
for the children who attend
schools intermittently and are
at risk of dropping out of
school

14 Kepakaru Deguru Scholarship 24.000 10.584 2000children | 1874 920 954
program children

15 Providing medical and 0.565 0.265 113children 56 21 35
nutritional assistance children

16 Twins assistance program 1.875 0.792 500 families | 200 75 125

families

17 Assistance for  children 0.360 0.360 15children 15 children | 7 8
affected by floods

18 Emergency assistance  for 1.000 0.179 200 children | 24 children | 13 11
affected children

Sub Total 28.000 12.247
Grand Total 56.401 35.228
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6.5 National Child Protection Authority

1.0 Introduction

The National Child Protection Authority was established as per the National Child
Protection Authority Act No. 50 of 1998 to formulate a national policy for preventing child
abuse and the protecting and providing care to child victims of such abuse and coordinating

and regulating measures to combat all forms of child abuse
2.0 Key Functions

In terms of Section 14 of the National Child Protection Authority Act No. 50 of 1998, the
National Child Protection Authority has been entrusted with a broad mandate to ensure the

protection and welfare of children.

Develop necessary legal, administrative, or other reforms for the effective implementation
of the National Policy on Child Protection, establish and maintain a national database on
child abuse, receive and manage child abuse complaints from the public, regulate legal
proceedings related to child abuse, while providing legal support to children conflict with
law, monitor cases and ensure follow-up action, and develop minimum standards for the
provision of child protection services and facilities. Furthermore, the duties and functions
entrusted to the Authority include developing and conducting national programs aimed at
preventing child abuse and responding to it in the best interests of the child; educating
children, youth, professionals, and the public on child abuse prevention methods and
popularizing the knowledge on child protection safeguard children from all forms of abuse;
and organizing stakeholder meetings, workshops, discussions, and forums on child

protection and child development.

Officers have been attached to the District and Divisional Secretariat levels to carry out the
mandate of the Authority. They handle tasks referred by the Authority as well as those
directly reported to them.

3.0 Main Development Programs Implemented
3.1. Child Helpline Service (1929)

The main objective of this is to receive public complaints related to child abuse. The 1929
Child Helpline operates 24 hours a day to handle public complaints related to physical,

mental and sexual abuse as well as discrimination on children. 1929 Child Helpline
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received 29,667 calls during the period from 01.01.2024 to 31.12.2024 and the number of

complaints received were 7,362.

Among those complaints, the highest number were those related to trust and protection,
which was 2,756 in number and the number of complaints received related to cruelty was
1,950, while 1,628 complaints were received related to violations of compulsory education
or related complaints. The complaints related to child labour was 165. The expenditure for

operating the Child Helpline service amounted to Rs. 0.649 million.

Complaints Received to the 1929 Child Helpline by Districts by Population ratio of 10,000 in

National Child Protection Authority
District

Mullaitivu
Polonnar..
Monaragala
Anuradha..
Galle
Hambantota
Puttalam
Ratnapura
Kalutara
Colombo
Mannar
Kurunegala
Kilinochchi
Gampaha
Matara
Trincomalee
Vavuniya
Matale
Ampara
Kegalle
Badulla
Kandy
Nuwara..
Batticaloa
Jaffna

o
o
[N
o

2.0 3.0 4.0

o
o
g
o

7.0

No of complaints against 10,000 population

Source - Report on complaints received by Districts 2024 -NCPA

3.2. National Program for the Establishment of School Child Protection Committees
(Surakum Pawwa)

The objective of establishing school child protection committees is to ensure the right to
compulsory education and to take appropriate measures to prevent children from child
abuse. This program is being implemented by the National Child Protection Authority in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education as per Circular No. 17 of 2011. This year, 687

new School Child Protection Committees were established, and actions were taken to
Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
34



Progress report - 2024

strengthen 114 existing committees. A total of 908 schools had been evaluated under the
School Child Protection Committee evaluation program conducted in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education. The expenditure incurred to date amounted to Rs. 1.765 million,

benefiting a total of 23,260 individuals.

3.3. Conducting Special Investigations, Monitoring Investigations and Cyber

Activities Related to Child Abuse and Judicial Proceedings.

The prime objective of this is to provide legal assistance to children who are victims of
child abuse. Accordingly, in the year 2024, the Special Police Investigation Unit of the
National Child Protection Authority has had 2,049 court appearances. The Legal Division
of the National Child Protection Authority has made 12 appearances before the court and
provided legal assistance to 803 persons. The National Child Protection Authority has
received 209 complaints of cyber surveillance. The expenditure incurred was Rs. 5.060

million.

3.4. Monitoring the Criminal Proceedings.

The National Child Protection Authority is committed to the protection and security of
children connected to criminal proceedings. The Authority monitors the residents and
inmates of government detention houses under this program. Accordingly, 498 cases are

being dealt with. The expenditure incurred in this regard is Rs. 0.432 million.

3.5. Establish and maintain Child - Friendly Video Evidence Recording Units and
Support Children whose Rights have been Violated

The primary aim of this program is to prevent children who have already experienced abuse
from being re-victimized. The Child Friendly Video Evidence Recording Unit established
in the Head Office of the National Child Protection Authority and the Lama Piyasa Premises
at the Colombo North Teaching Hospital (Ragama) has been conducting video evidence
recordings of children. 209 video evidence recordings were completed in the year 2024 and
232 tapes containing evidence have been released upon the orders of the court and the
Attorney General. Furthermore, 110 appearances were made in High Courts for providing

video evidence. The expenditure incurred in this regard is Rs. 0.274 million.

3.6 National Child Centred Psychosocial Support Service.
The main objective of this program is to reduce the risk for the child abuse - provide
educational support and improve physical and mental well-being of children. The number

of children who received psychosocial support and interventions in the year 2024 was 110
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and follow-up action on child abuse complaints were conducted on 288 child abuse
complaints. In addition, 118 psychosocial consultations and 18 case conferences have been

conducted. The expenditure incurred in this regard is Rs: 0. 781 million.

3.7. Assisting and Monitoring Tsunami Affected Children under the Foster Parental
Care Assessment Program

The main objectives of this program are to make recommendations for guardianship and
protection of children in order to ensure the best interests of the children through examining
the guardianship of the children who were victimized due to tsunami disaster and to provide
educational facilities for the children who are victims of the tsunami disaster, marginalized
and vulnerable children and ensure their educational rights under the theme of "Education
for All". Accordingly, educational support has been provided for 08 children and 04
Tsunami Boards have been conducted during this year. The expenditure incurred in this

regard is Rs. 0. 499 million.

3.8. Supervision and Regulation of Child Development Centers

According to the provisions of Section 14(n) of the National Child Protection Authority Act
No. 50 of 1998, the National Child Protection Authority is entrusted with the responsibility
of supervising and monitoring all religious and charitable institutions that provide child
care services to children. Accordingly, the number of Child Development Centers
monitored and regulated under this program was 296 and 14 awareness programs were
conducted. The number of beneficiaries was 696 while the expenditure incurred in this

regard is Rs: 0. 877 million.

3.9 “Student Ambassador”: National Program on Child Protection for the Senior
Prefects of the Schools and "University Student Ambassador”: National program on
Child Protection for University Students

The objective of this program is to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes of the Senior
Prefects and university students about child protection. Under this program the assistance
of the prefects is obtained to reduce child abuse in schools and the school community is
educated on child protection. The number of schools registered for this in 2024 is 201. 15
district Student Ambassador training programs were conducted for schools while 15
conferences were conducted. One training program has been conducted for the student
ambassador resource pool of the officers of National Child Protection Authority. The
expenditure incurred in this regard is Rs. 1.595 million.
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Under this University Student Ambassador Program, the university students contribute to
ensure child safety through working with school children. 1337 university students have
been registered and the number of awareness programs conducted was 12. The expenditure

incurred in this regard is Rs. 0.456 million.

3.10. Providing Resources Contribution and Development of tools for Advocacy,
Awareness and Training Programs on Violence against Children in the 10 relevant

Child Protection Sectors

Under this program the National Programs are being implemented to educate doctors
studying in the Post-Graduate Institute of Medicine, students, teachers and staff members
of the National Colleges of Education and nurses, about child safety. The prime objective
of'this is to create a group of professionals who are more sensitive to child protection. Under
this, 02 awareness program have been conducted for doctors studying in the Post-Graduate
Institute of Medicine, one awareness program for the lecturers and undergraduates of the
Rajarata University and University of Peradeniya, 08 awareness programs for nurses and
06 awareness programs for the student teachers of the Colleges of Education. The number

of beneficiaries is 3,349.

3.11. Awareness Program for the Public Officers in the District Secretariats and

Divisional Secretariats Regarding the National Policy on Child Protection

The objective of this program is to educate the officers at the district and divisional level
on the National Policy on Child Protection and promote an integrated approach for the
officers in the field of child affairs. Accordingly, 02 training programs and 28 awareness
Programs have been conducted. The total number of beneficiaries, participated in these

programs was 1452. The expenditure incurred in this regard is Rs. 1.486 million.

3.12. Community-based Programs to Prevent and Respond to Violence Against

Children

Programs are being conducted to ensure child safety within the community at divisional
level and awareness programs are being implemented for drivers of school vans.
Accordingly, 84 programs were conducted. The expenditure incurred was Rs. 3.880 million

and the number of beneficiaries is 5475.
In addition to these main programs, many other programs are being conducted to provide
educational support or any other support, where necessary, for marginalized, at-risk,
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vulnerable, invisible children and victims of child abuse, media and communication
programs on child protection, national child- centered psychosocial support service and
programs for special communities on child protection (in sectors such as plantation, urban,
estates, drug addicted communities, tourist areas, children of socially migrant mothers,
street children, disabled children, child laborers). The total number of beneficiaries under
these programs was 1857. The expenditure incurred so far in this regard is Rs. 2.186

million.
3.13. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

United Nations Children's Fund incurred Rs. 3.361 million for child protection activities
and the monitoring activities of the Child Helpline and for a capacity building program

conducted for the officers of the Authority.

Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
38



Progress report - 2024

4.0 Progress of the Implemented Development Programs as of 31.12.2024

SN Main Project / Activity Financial | Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress
(Rs. Mn) (Rs. Mn) Female | Male
01 | Advocacy on National 2.500 1.486 1.Programs 25 1) Programs 927 525
Policy on Child Protection conducted 28
(Awareness among public
sector officials in District 2) Workshop 2
and Divisional
secretariats) 2.Workshop 1
02 | Formulating and 0.300 0.000 1. National Steering - - -
conducting National Committee meeting 01
Steering Committee
/District Child Protection
Committees as 2. District Child
Independent Technical Protection Technical
Circles in relation to Committees 05
National Policy on Child
Protection.
(This will start after
cabinet approval for the
five-year action plan on
child protection)
03 | Strengthen Legal system 0.200 0.158 1. NCPA Act 1.55 %
in relation to National Amendment 70%
Policy on Child 2. Monitoring the 3:30%
Protection. (Develop Acts implementation of 4.55%
/ Act Amendments / education regulation
policies / guidelines / 70%
procedures / regulations .
such as circulars to i(:(]:/rlr?ll;lgr%dations to
strengthen child protection reduce time for child
mechanisms) abuse court cases 70%
04 | Legal advocacy and 0.300 0.000 1. No. of Workshops - - -
awareness through 02
trainings, workshops for
government officers &
professionals
05 | National Data Base on 0800 0.701 1. Monthly Reports 12 | 1) Monthly - -
Child Abuse Report 12
(Development & 2. Mo'nthly payments . .
Maintenance) to maintenance of 2) 11 Bills paid
National Data Base on | for maintenance
Child Abuse 12 of National Data
Base on Child
Abuse.
Sub Total 3.800 2.345

39

Ministry of Women and Child Affairs




Progress report - 2024

SN | Main Project / Activity | Financial| Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target | Progress Progress
(Rs.Mn) | (Rs.Mn) Female | Male
06 | Community based 5.000 3.880 1. School Transport 1.School 2180 875
District and Divisional programs 25 Transport
prevention & response Programs 10
programs on violence . .
against children. 2. Community 2. Community
Programs 221 Programs 74
07 | Community based 3.000 1.765 1. 01 Assessment 1. School 423 461
District and Divisional program for 1000 Assessments 908
prevention & response schools
. 2.Programs 18
programs on violence
- . 2. Awareness
against children.
Programs 25
08 | "Student Ambassador" 3.000 1.595 1. Workshop for 1. Workshop
National Program officers of resource ) q
(SANP) for School pool 01 2. Registered 201.
Prefects.
2. Student 3.Programs 15
Ambassador New 4.Summits 15
School Registrations
500
3. District Student
Ambassador Training
Programs 25
4. Student
Ambassador District
Summits 25
5. Student
Ambassador National
Summit 01
09 | "University 0.500 0.456 1. Registration of 500 | 1.Registered 1337 -
Ambassador" National University Students as | Students
Program (UANP) for Ambassador
University Students Volunteers
2. University Student 2.Programs 12
Ambassador Training
programs 17
10 | Child Protection in 0.750 0.094 1.Need Assessment 01 Programs 10 -
Disasters / Emergencies
& Relief Programs for 2. No. of Programs 25
Children.
Sub Total 12.250 7.790
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SN | Main Project / Activity | Financial Financial Physical Target Physical Progress Beneficiaries
Target Progress
Female| Male
(Rs.Mn) (Rs.Mn)
11 | Educational support or 2.000 1.314 1. Need Assessment Children 385 - -
relevant assistance for 01
marginalized, at risk,
vulnerable, invisible 2. Programs 25
Children & victims of
Child Abuse
12 | Monitoring of Child 0.700 0.877 1.Knowledge sharing 1.Programs 14 - -
Development Centers Programs of o
(CDC) caregivers 20 2Supervisions 296
2. CDC Monitoring
Program 01- 310
CDC's
13 | Advocacy, Awareness & 1.500 1.013 1. NCOE Awareness 1.Programs 6 2848 450
Training programs on Programs 09
Violence Against N Traini 2.Programs 8
Children. . Nurses Training
Programs 12 3.Programs 2
3. PGIM Programs 02
14 | Media and 2.000 1.327 1. 01 Media 1) .Media Campaign - -
Communication Campaign on Child on Cruelty
Programs on Child Cruelty 2) "Sithuvili Siththam"
Protection (Media o o . | 2024 -Art Competition
Campaign, I[EC material 2. Slthuwh_ Slththam Completed.
development, Day Art Competition 2024.05.31 and
celebrations & Events, 3. Day celebrations 04 Winners selection has
Exhibitions & Mobile completed.
Services, Training for 4. Events, Exhibition | 51 National Level
Media Professionals ) and Mobile Services Winners
(on request)
763 District Level
5. Training for Media | Winners
Professionals 01
3) Child Labour Day
awareness - 01
4) Exhibitions - 2
5) Training program -
01
Sub Total 6.200 4.531
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SN | Main Project / Activity Financial | Financial | Physical Target Physical Progress Beneficiaries
Target Progress
(Rs.Mn) | (Rs.Mn) Female Male
15 | 6.1.1 Special 5.300 5.060 1. Investigations 1 ) Investigations - -
Investigations/Monitor started 10000 started 8192
Investigations/Surveillan ) )
ce on criminal 2. No. of Cases 2) No. of Cases closed ] ]
proceedings/Cyber closed (All years) | 7240
Surveillance related to 3000 3
) Court appearances
child abuse and court 3. Court 2061
proceedings, appearances 2000
16 | 6.1.2 District & 1.000 0.056 1. cases 3000 1) cases 114 - -
Divisional Level
Investigations
17 | Child Friendly Video 0.700 0.274 1. Video 1) Video Evidence - -
Evidence Recording Evidence Recordings 209
Units Trainings/ Recordings 300 ] )
Maintenance 2) Video recordings
2.Video released 232
recordings
released (Al 3) Court appearances
years) 200 110
3. Court
appearances 100
(All years)
18 | Monitoring Criminal 0.000 0.432 1. cases 60 1) Cases 498 - -
Code proceedings on ) )
child abuse (Pilot 2. Natllona.I 2) Nat%ona‘l .
Program) Coordination Coordination Meetings
Meetings 05 02
19 | 1929 Child Help Line 1.100 0.649 1. Calls answered | 1) Calls answered - -
Operations & 36000 29,667
Maintenance
2. Complaints 2) Complaints
Received 8000 Received 7362 ) )
3. Monthly 3) Monthly payments
payments as as maintenance 11 . .
maintenance
20 | National Child Centered 0.700 0.781 1. Psychosocial 1) Children 110 44 39
Psychosocial Support Support given to
Service ( NCCPSS) children 200
21 | Developed Child Abuse 0.300 0.000 1. Child Abuse Completed Recovery - -
Recovery Curriculum Recovery Curriculum
Curriculum
document %
Sub Total 9.100 7.252
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SN | Main Project / Activity Financial | Financial | Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress
Female | Male
(Rs.Mn) (Rs.Mn)
22 | Special Community Programs 2.000 0.872 1. District Estate 1) District Estate | 787 332
for Needy communities and Programs 12 Programs 16
children groups on Child o o
Protection Plantations, urban 2. District Coastal 2) District
slums, drug addicted Programs 14 Coastal
communities, tourisms areas, Programs 11
socially marginalized 3) Field Visits
cqmmunities, children of 3. Field Visits and and Knowledge
migrant mothers, Street Knowledge Sharing Sharing
children, differently able Trainings 02 -
. . . amings Trainings 2
children, child labour, child
trafficking, early child 4. Hotel Awareness | 4) Hotel
marriages & child mothers and Programs 25 Awareness
ete. Programs 8
23 | Develop and maintain NCPA 0.100 0.098 1. Purchase of books | Completed - -
Library
24 | New Studies and Researches 0.250 0.180 1. District Level Completed 04 - -
on Child Protection Studies 08 District level
studies
25 | Supporting and monitoring 0.600 0.499 1. Beneficiaries 11 1) 8 Children 17 12
tsunami affected children under Children (Same
the foster care program children in every
month) 2) Tsunami
2. No. of Panels 03 | Panel 4
26 | Monthly, Quarterly and 1.600 1.301 1. Districts Progress | 1) Meetings 78 - -
Annually Progress review review meetings 100
meetings Publish annual o
reports, Field monitoring, Print 2. Provincial ) 2 Meetines 05
Duty Record Books and Progress Meetings ' g
Develop & Maintenance of 05
MIS on reporting 3. Print Duty Record 3 Printing
Books completed
27 | Stakeholder Meetings & 0.200 0.095 1. Stakeholder 1)Meetings 9 -
workshops Meetings &
Workshops (On
request)
28 | Continuous Professional 0.500 0.099 1. Continuous 1)Meetings 8 - -
Development Program Professional
(CPD) on technical subjects Development
related to Child Protection for Program (CPD) on
NCPA officers technical subjects
related to Child
Protection for
NCPA officers
Sub Total 5.250 3.144
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SN Main Project / Activity Financial | Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress
(Rs.Mn) (Rs. Mn) Female | Male
29 | Rehabilitation and 1.100 0.016 1. Rehabilitation Minor purchases | - -
Improvement of Capital Assets and Improvement of | have been made.
of NCPA Capital Assets of
NCPA
30 | Acquisition of Capital Assets 2.000 2.042 1. Rehabilitation 1) Purchased - -
NCPA ( Head Office, District and Improvement of | Fire
and Divisional Officers ) Capital Assets Head | Extinguishes
Office and System
Divisional Officers
2) Purchased 6
UPS
Sub Total 3.100 2.058
Grand Total 40.000 27.120
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6.6 Women’s Bureau of Sri Lanka

1.0 Introduction

Women’s Bureau of Sri Lanka is the foremost organization functioning with the vision to
become the National Institution which creates a generation of prudent, sensitive and faithful
women for Sri Lankan Society and with the mission to become the national mechanism
operating for women's wellbeing in keeping with state policy through social and economic
empowerment activated by well-planned provision of awareness through a proper
organizational framework to create an environment conducive towards a generation of
women who encounter challenges with self-confidence by maximum and sound utilization

of their wisdom and strength.

This is the national mechanism that implements projects and programs for the economic
and social empowerment of women. The Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka works to protect
women's rights and fulfill their needs through a collective process while creating a strong

network of organizations.

2.0 Key Functions

The main functions include identifying, planning, implementing, and evaluating suitable
programs and projects for the economic and social empowerment of Sri Lankan women, as
well as implementing programs to make women of all age groups appropriate stakeholders

in the country's overall development by recognizing their unique characteristics.

There are programs aimed at women who face social difficulties due to being women and
those who face various hardships due to special social reasons, as well as programs to
elevate the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of the entire female population to a higher level.
For smooth functioning within this mechanism, these programs are organized from the

community level to the national level.

3.0 Main Development Programs Implemented

Under the improvement of income generation for rural and low-income women, numerous
programs are implemented aimed at women's economic development by providing
technical knowledge for producing market-demanded products using locally available

resources.
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Under this, economic empowerment is provided to low-income urban women, low-income
women, women in the fishing industry, women in plantation sector, women with disability
women planning to go abroad, women who have lost social sensitivity due to special
reasons, women in families of long-term prisoners and disaster-affected women, rural
women affected by unregulated microfinance loan schemes, and women from female-
headed households. 256 programs have been implemented in 2024 with an expenditure of

Rs. 29.118 million.

Accordingly, the implemented programs are detailed under items 3.1 - 3.15 below, with the

overall summary shown in table 4.0.

3.1 Low-Income Urban Women Empowerment Program

This program is implemented with the objective of empowering Sri Lankan urban low-
income women. Based on urban women's capabilities and skills, goods and equipment are
provided to make them self-employed, aiming to develop their family's social and economic

status while minimizing their tendency to engage in antisocial activities.

3.2 Widow and Female-Headed Household Support Program

This provides empowerment for women who have become widows due to various reasons
and female heads of households to become entrepreneurs. Training, goods, and equipment
necessary for self-employment are provided. Each beneficiary receives benefits

Rs.100,000/-. 700 beneficiaries have received benefits since 2018.

In selecting beneficiaries, higher priority is given to female heads of households with

school-going children.

3.3 'Diriya Manpetha' Program for Economic and Social Empowerment of Women

This program operates under the name 'Diriya Manpetha' with the intention of
strengthening family units by targeting housewives who only perform household duties and
economically disadvantaged women, aiming to increase the contribution of women, who
make up 52% of Sri Lanka's population, to the country's economy. The primary objective
of this project is to make them self-employed with the aim of creating employment

opportunities.

It operates to provide economic empowerment to help overcome social and economic
problems faced by them and their families as rural women. It provides support for
implementing projects either individually or in groups. They successfully maintain projects

engaging in economic activities using raw materials unique to their area.
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3.4 Alternative Income Generation Program for Women Planning to Go Abroad
This program works to keep women at home and economically empower them by making
them self-employed as an alternative to addressing various issues such as children
becoming vulnerable, family breakdowns, and various forms of abuse faced abroad when
women go abroad for work.

The main objectives of this project are: eliminating risks to family members due to women
going abroad; creating family development and social wellbeing through women's
economic and social empowerment; raising awareness about building a stable economy
through self-employment as an alternative to going abroad; improving children's future
through maternal care; actively involving women in overall development activities;

eliminating adverse effects of women going abroad; and strengthening women's economy.

3.5 Plantation Sector Women’s Economic Empowerment Project

The project aims to provide relief for economic and social issues faced by plantation sector
women by helping them build a stable economy through engaging in small industries or
self-employment within the country to improve their living standards.

The project objectives include: providing proper understanding of managing expenses
according to income and savings; directing women to local income generation methods and
increasing family income; actively involving rural women directly in the economic

development process; and minimizing unemployment issues in plantation families.

3.6 'Diviyata Aruthak' Program for Economic and Social Empowerment of Women

Who Have Lost Social Sensitivity Due to Special Reasons

The 'Diviyata Aruthak' program operates to economically and socially empower women
who have not received attention in society and have lost social sensitivity due to special
reasons.

This program primarily works to economically empower women facing financial
difficulties. It provides guidance and other necessary facilities for generating income
through self-employment.

Projects are implemented based on request letters sent to the Ministry regarding various
economic difficulties, with reports and project proposals obtained through relevant
Divisional Secretariats.

These projects aim to uplift economies of families by establishing women facing severe
economic crises and unexpected economic breakdowns as entrepreneurs, increasing
women's contribution to national development, and enhancing women's economic strength.
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3.7 Program for Economically Securing Families of Prison Inmates

This is a program implemented to rebuild the economy of households where husbands are
long-term prisoners and to prevent women who are released from prison for minor offenses
from being reimprisoned. It provides guidance for self-employment through training,
equipment, and raw materials for women whose husbands are imprisoned and women who

have been released from prison.

The program aims to prevent women from being reimprisoned, provide solutions for
economic and social problems in families due to long-term imprisonment of husbands,
establish these women as entrepreneurs, and create role models for other women through

rehabilitated women.

3.8 Relief Program for Rural Women Affected by Unregulated Microfinance
Schemes

This program is currently being implemented in several phases with the objectives of

providing self-employment assistance to rural women affected by unregulated

microfinance loan schemes, creating opportunities to free them from the microfinance loan

crisis by increasing monthly family income, and providing continuous and stable livelihood

opportunities for rural women while considering women's roles and responsibilities within

the household unit.

In 2021, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Data collection was initiated through Women
Development Officers at Divisional Secretariat and Women's Organization levels regarding
rural women affected by unregulated microfinance loan schemes across the island. Self-
employment project assistance is provided for data analysis of affected women, selection
of beneficiaries, awareness creation, referral to training programs, and provision of

necessary services to them.

3.9 Development of Knowledge, Attitudes, and Skills
This program is organized to identify and fulfill the special needs of women of all age

groups. Under this:

3.9.1 Training Program for Income Generation Motivation
e Implementation of income generation pathway training programs to provide skills

development and livelihood support for empowering low-income women in Sri Lanka.
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¢ One can only be qualified for all loan programs (Revolving Loan Program/Economic
Empowerment of Widows and Female Heads of Households/Alternative Income
Generation for Women Planning to Go Abroad/Livestock/'Diriya Manpetha' etc.) after
receiving income generation motivation training. This aims to strengthen the economy of
low-income women and provide guidance and training for maintaining their activities as

entrepreneurs.

e Under the program, Women's Action society members engaged in self-employment are
encouraged to produce high-quality, market-valuable products using local resources, while
providing market opportunities and experience sharing. Through intervention of Women's
Action societies it is expected to directly and indirectly contribute to the country's economic
development by improving family welfare and integrating these groups into the social

mainstream.

3.9.2 Providing the National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level Nursing
Training and Basic Training for Social Integration of Girls Over 18 who are Leaving

Children's Homes

This program was implemented in Gampaha district with an allocation of Rs. 1.0 million
under the program of providing livelihood and welfare facilities for social integration of

girls over 18 years leaving children homes.

3.9.3 Market Promotion and Women's Products Exhibition and Trade Fair

This program was designed and implemented to help women who face various economic
and social challenges within families to become entrepreneurs by improving product
quality, introducing market opportunities, expanding markets, and directing them toward
digital marketing, while creating a suitable family environment for maintaining positive
family and social status. Accordingly, 563 entrepreneurs were empowered using Ministry

funds of Rs. 877,571.00 covering 11 districts.

3.10 Special Programs

3.10.1 Implementation of Self-Employment Projects Centered at National Center for
Widows and Female Heads of Households — Kilinochchi
This center, established on 13.11.2015 for the welfare of war-displaced widows and female

heads of households in the North and East, provides technical training for women. It
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provides facilities for income generation projects such as palmyra products, sewing
projects, decorative items, cattle farming, goat farming, etc., along with necessary training
and support. The National Center for Empowering Female-Headed Families (Kilinochchi)
has spent Rs. 1.0 million to implement 12 programs for empowering female heads of

households.

3.11. Social Empowerment of Women
The objective is to implement programs to overcome social difficulties faced solely due to

being women. The centers are maintained and operated actively under this program.

3.11.1 Temporary Women Shelters
10 temporary Women’s Shelters are maintained in the island with the objective of ensuring

protection and rights of women.

e Gampaha - Ministry of Women’s and Child Affairs
e Ratnapura - Ministry of Women’s and Child Affairs
e Monaragala - Women’s Development Center

e Colombo - Women in Need

e Batticaloa - Women in Need

e Anuradhapura - Women in Need

e Matara - Women in Need

e Jaffna - Jaffna Social Action Center

e Mullaitivu - Jaffna Social Action Center

e Anuradhapura (Thambuttegama) - Association for Women with Disability
Domestic violence victims and sexually abused women are referred to these shelter centers
through court orders, police, and hospitals. During their residential care period, self-
employment training is provided to empower these women economically when they
reintegrate into society. Follow-up activities continue even after their social reintegration.

Services have been provided to 981 women, with an expenditure of Rs. 12.630 million.

3.11.2 Counseling Centers

Twelve counseling centers operate island-wide under the Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka.
Through these counseling centers, counseling officers and counseling assistants provide
counseling services to all parties including women, men and children, and conduct follow-
up activities for clients who have received counseling. Currently, the number of clients

served are 2,161. The expenditure incurred is Rs. 0.931 million.
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3.11.3 Counseling Awareness Program
Under this scheme, 2 programs have been conducted for 1,279 beneficiaries, with an

expenditure of Rs. 0.3 million.

3.12. Celebrations Day

3.12.1National Celebration of International Women's Day

The national celebration was held on March 8, 2024, under the theme "Empowered Women
—Prosperous Nation” with the participation of 400 women at Waters Edge, Battaramulla,
under the patronage of the then President. The event included the presentation of guidelines
for temporary women's shelters, launching of methodology for formalizing and networking
women's action societies and authorities, distribution of 5 three-wheelers and 5 desktop
computers with 5 printers to 6 temporary women's shelters, awarding certificates for the
nursing care training course conducted for girls over 18 years, and launching of the e-

version of ““ Kantha Saviya” .

Concurrent with the national celebration, Women's Day programs were held in Ampara and

Nuwara Eliya districts.

3.12.2. Mental Health Day

This commemoration is held for Mental Health Day of 10" October. An awareness program
was implemented to enhance knowledge, attitudes, and collective working of counseling
officers and counseling assistants who provide counseling services across Sri Lanka at
regional, district, and national levels. Lectures were conducted focusing on new trends in
the field of counseling and identifying counseling issues to implement nationwide

counseling programs.

3.13 Supervision and Follow-up

The Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka conducts follow-up and progress reviews at the district
level under staff officers' supervision for all implemented programs. This includes holding
progress review meetings of field officers regarding programs and projects conducted at
the regional level. So far, Rs. 0.498 million has been spent on 10 supervision and progress

review meetings.

3.14 Building the Network of Women's Organizations
To empower women economically and socially, Women's Action Societies are established

at the Grama Seva division level gathering all women over 18 years. Regional Women's
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Federations are established at the Divisional Secretary level with the participation of these
women officers. District Women's Balamandala/Federations are established through
women officers connected to all 25 districts to unite women at the district level. This
network enables the entire women's community to contribute to the country's development
and implements development programs conducted by the Women's Bureau of Sri Lanka.

The active women's organizations are as follows:

e No. of Women’s Action Societies (at GN Level) - 12,994
¢ No. of Divisional Women’s Federations (at Divisional Level) - 317
¢ No. of District Women’s Federations (at District Level) - 25

3.15 Projects Implemented Using Foreign Funds

3.15.1 Economic Empowerment of Women through Entrepreneurship, Leadership,
and Networking

Projects for reorganizing Women's Action societies and empowering women entrepreneurs
are being implemented in Ampara and Monaragala districts through JICA (Japan
International Cooperation Agency). JICA directly bears the project expenses. The project
period is 2023-2027. Under the women's economic empowerment component, 9 women
entrepreneurs from each district, totaling 18, were selected, and procurement activities for
providing goods and equipment to them are currently underway. Additionally, under the
Women's Action societies activation component, 56 awareness programs have been
conducted to socially empower Women's Action society members. Furthermore, activities
such as amending Women's Action society constitutions and preparing the cabinet paper

for establishing the National Authority are in their final stages.

3.15.2 Sustainable Community-Based Family Empowerment in Nuwara Eliya District
The Memorandum of Understanding was signed with Saemaul (Saemaul Global
Foundation). The inauguration ceremony was held on August 25, 2023, and repairs have
been made to Shanthipura School. Agricultural training for 60 farmers was planned at
Bindunuwewa Agricultural Center. Re-tendering has been done for modernizing the
Saemaul vegetable collection center in Bambarakele, Nuwara Eliya district. This project is

implemented for 2022-2026. The donor organization bears direct expenses.
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3.15.3 Food Security and Livelihood Development Emergency Assistance Project.
This implements vocational and capacity training programs and assistance programs for
low-income women. The ADB (Asian Development Bank) has spent Rs. 10.766 million on

this, and it operates for 2022-2026.

3.15.4 Women's Rights Protection Project

Operates on annual allocations of the UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund). This
includes paying bills for 42 CDMA phones for women's shelters, conducting capacity
development courses for Women Development Officers, and field observation of temporary

shelters. Financial progress is Rs. 0.290 million.

3.15.5 Programs Implemented Jointly with UN Women - 2024-2025

Under implementation of the National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, four (4)
projects are being implemented jointly by UN Women and the Women's Bureau of Sri
Lanka from March 2024 to March 2025. This empowers 500 women entrepreneurs, with

43 women entrepreneurs from each Divisional Secretary's Division.

This project receives funding under two types, and the main activities under the component

operating with Japanese government aid are as follows:

e Supporting 500 women-led/owned micro, small and medium enterprises by providing

goods and services (equipment, materials, supplies, etc.)

o Continuing job provision at regional level with advanced capacity development and

market access including physical and e-commerce barriers

e Implementing social norm and behavior change programs to develop abilities of male
and female household members to address and resolve domestic and community-level

issues through peaceful and non-violent methods

e Conducting inter-community dialogues at divisional level focusing on peace building,

collective leadership, and women's participation in community

e Conducting capacity building and networking sessions for 500 community-level
(women) peacemakers to develop their skills and abilities in conflict resolution, conflict

prevention, and mediation
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e Supporting trained women and other community stakeholders to collectively develop
and implement activities to enhance social coexistence and prevent conflicts between

communities.
These activities were implemented in 12 Divisional Secretariat Divisions.

Under Korean aid for this project, a project addressing women most affected by the socio-
economic crisis was also implemented in Ella/Hali-Ela/Bandarawela Divisional Secretary's

Divisions in Badulla District.
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4.0 Progress of the Implemented Development Programs as at 31.12.2024

SN Master Project / Activity Financial | Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress [ "pemale Male
(Rs. Mn.) (Rs. Mn.)
Empowering Women through Entrepreneurship Development - 171 -02-06-007-2509
01 | Low-income urban women 1.000 1.000 10 projects. 10 10 projects 10
empowerment program beneficiaries.
02 | Turning widows into home 2.500 2.499 24 projects. 24 24 projects 24
entrepreneurs beneficiaries.
03 | Implementing programs 1.000 1.000 10 projects. 10 12 projects 12
targeting the National Center beneficiaries.
for Empowering Families with
Female Headed Householders
in Kilinochchi
04 | Empowering women engaged 8.000 7.990 27 projects. 185 32 projects 181
in SME (Diriya Manpetha) beneficiaries.
program
05 | Empowering women engaged 1.500 1.497 30 projects. 30 30 projects 30
in fisheries-related cottage beneficiaries.
industries
06 | Empowering women in the 1.500 1.498 30 projects. 30 15 projects 15
estate sector beneficiaries.
07 | Implementing alternative 1.000 0.989 20 projects. 20 21 projects 21
income generation programs beneficiaries.
to ensure the economic and
family security of women who
migrate abroad.
08 | Economic and social 3.500 3.845 60 projects. 60 64 projects 64
empowerment of women who beneficiaries.
have lost social sensitivity due
to specific reasons (A
Meaning for Life)
09 | Awareness programs for the 1.000 0.599 15 projects. 15 8 projects 8
families of those in prison to beneficiaries.
provide relief to them
10 | Providing relief to rural 3.500 3.490 18 Divisional 31 projects 71
women oppressed by Secretariats, 70
unregulated microfinance beneficiaries
schemes
11 | Women's Products Exhibition 0.825 0.878 10 Fairs, 300 12 fairs 563
and Trade Fair beneficiaries 300,
25 selected
women
entrepreneurs
12 | Income Generation Training 0.675 0.677 30 training 41 training 1131
Program programs, 750 programs
beneficiaries
Sub total 26.000 25.962
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SN Master Project / Activity | Financial Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress
(Rs.Mn.) | (Rs.Mn.) Female| Male
13 Providing NVQ level 1.000 1.000 02 projects. 40 01 Nursing 8
nursing care training and beneficiaries care training
necessary basic training for course
the socialization of girls
over the age of 18 in
Children
14 Media and Library 2.030 1.653 Library Purchase of
Maintenance maintenance and | newsletters
printing costs for the Sri
"Kantha Saviya" | Lanka
and "Arunodaya" | Women's
400. Telephone Bureau
bills for web library,
hosting service. payment of
Printing costs of | bills, care
duty report advisory
books. website,
printing of
815 duty
report books
of Women's
Developmen
t Officers.
15 Progress and follow-up 0.500 0.498 20 progress 10 meetings 979
review meetings
Sub total 3.530 3.151
Grand Total 29.530 29.113
SN | Master Project / Activity | Financial Financial Physical Target Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Progress
Female | Male
(Rs. Mn.) (Rs. Mn.)
Prevention of Child Abuse and violence against Women and Child — 171-2-06-004-2509
01 | Maintaining Women 12.670 12.630 Maintenance Maintenance 981
Shelters of 10
shelters
02 | Maintaining Counselling 1.030 0.931 Maintenance Maintenance 2165
Centers. of 12
counselling
centers
03 | Counselling Awareness 0.300 0.300 10 programs 10 programs
Programs
Total 14.000 13.861
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6.7 National Committee on Women

1.0 Introduction
The National Committee on Women established on 08 March 1993 implements the
provisions of the Women Charter. It is the national body that formulates policies and laws

for the welfare and protection of women.

2.0 Key Functions

The key function of the National Committee on Women which was established to create a
violence free, women friendly Sri Lankan society that ensures equality is to make
recommendations and provide assistance for the formulation of policies and legislation that
safeguard and promote the rights of Sri Lankan women, and contribute to their
comprehensive development and stimulating the proper implementation, monitoring, and
evaluation of the same. Accordingly, a Complaints Centre and Women’s Helpline 1938 are
operated for 24 hours every day in the National Committee on Women. It provides services
related to counselling, legal advices, referring complainants to other relevant institutions
and summoning reports. Moreover, taking follow up action regarding the complaints

received is also a key function of the National Committee on Women.

3.0 Main Development Programs Implemented

3.1 Awareness programs on Cyber Violence, Harassment in Public Transport and
Reproductive Health for Students in Higher Education Institutions

With the objective of Improving knowledge, skills and attitudes in order to prevent
harassment of teenagers in public transport and on the internet and to overcome the
challenges they face during adolescence. In 2024, eleven (11) programs were conducted in
the districts of Badulla, Colombo, Kalutara, Jaftna and Kegalle, and a sum of Rs. 0.499

million has been spent to implement these programs.

3.2 Implementation of Premarital Counseling Programs for Marriage Intended
Young Community (for a Happy Family Life)

Providing counselling services necessary to lead a successful family life by minimizing
family disputes after marriage is the objective of the program

In 2024, eleven programs (11) were conducted in the districts of Matale, Trincomalee,
Polonnaruwa and Gampaha, and Rs. 0.499 million has been spent on implementing those

programs.
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3.3 Empowerment of Marriage Registrars and Counseling Officers/ Counseling
Assistants to Provide Pre-marital Counseling to Marriage Intended Young
Community

-In order to prevent domestic violence after marriage and to live a successful married life

by facing the challenges therein, it is very appropriate for a couple who are expecting to get
married with an understanding of a successful family life, and pre-marital counseling will
be a better solution for that. Accordingly, this program is expected to empower counseling
officers/counseling assistants and marriage registrars to provide pre-marital counseling to
marriage intended young couples who come to the marriage registrars to give the Notice
of Marriage before registration of the marriage and create coordination between them.

It has been implemented and completed in 13 districts namely Kegalle, Matara, Gampaha,
Kurunegala, Anuradhapura, Hambantota, Monaragala, Kandy, Ratnapura, Kalutara, Jaffna,

Ampara and Colombo. A sum of Rs. 1.498 million has been spent for this purpose.

3.4 Educating Employees in the Industrial Sector to Minimize Sexual Harassment
at Work Places

To raise awareness on minimizing violence against women in the workplace is the aim of
this program.

Eight (08) programs have been conducted in the districts of Gampaha, Kandy, Galle,

Kalutara, and Colombo at a cost of Rs. 0.472 million.

3.5 Programs Conducted to Mark the International Women's Day (Prevention of
Sexual and Gender Based Violence and Cybercrimes and Combat Human
Trafficking)

To educate officials to save women and children from the increasing cyber crimes is the
objective of program.

Training programs on the prevention of sexual and gender-based cyber violence and human
trafficking were conducted for officers attached to District Secretariats under the Ministry
in the districts of Kandy, Ampara, Galle, Polonnaruwa, Monaragala, and Trincomalee, and
a sum of Rs. 0.438 million has been spent for this purpose.

3.6 Awareness program for Members of the Youth Parliament to Minimize Gender
Based Violence and Cybercrimes and combat Human Trafficking

To prevent violence against teenagers when using the Internet and to provide the necessary
knowledge on how to successfully deal with such problems, and to disseminate that

knowledge among young people at the rural level is the main objective.
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Two awareness programs for the members of youth parliament have been conducted in the
two districts of Badulla and Kandy. An amount of Rs. 0.266 million has been spent in this

regard.

3.7 Capacity Building Programs for Representatives of Women Federations at
Regional Level to Empower Women in Politics
Producing female leaders with the necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes to enter

politics and encouraging women to enter politics is the key objective of this program.

Eleven (11) programs have been held in the districts of Galle, Trincomalee, Badulla,
Anuradhapura, Jaffna, Kandy, Ratnapura, Vavuniya, Kurunegala, Matale, and
Colombo.Women candidates who contested the elections and elected women
representatives participated in these programs, and District Secretaries, assistant election
commissioners, university lecturers, career guidance officers, and human resource
management officers were the resource persons of this program. An amount of Rs. 1.070

million has been spent to conduct these programs.

3.8 Awareness and Counselling Programs on the Prevention of Gender Based
Violence and Child Protection for Estate Welfare Officers

To educate estate management level officials about gender-based violence and children's
rights and protection in order to build a better standard of living and a satisfying work
environment for the estate community.

Accordingly, this program was held in the Badulla District and an amount of Rs. 0.099

million was spent on the program.

3.9 Program to Establish Effective Grievance Management Mechanisms and
Introduce Psychosocial Counselling for Women Ex-combatants, to Aid them with
Reintegrating into Society more Effectively and with Confidence

Key aim of this program is fo aid women ex-combatants with reintegrating into society
more effectively with confidence through the introduction of psychosocial counselling for

them and to establish effective grievance management mechanisms.

Instructions have been given to the District Secretary, Jaftna to take necessary action to
establish effective grievance management mechanisms and the relevant psychosocial
counselling program has been conducted to aid women ex-combatants with reintegrating
into society more effectively with confidence. An amount of Rs.0.140 million has been

spent on the program.
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3.10 Awareness Program on Prevention of Gender Based Violence and Domestic
Violence Act for Male Officers in Workplaces

Objective of the program is to educating the community about the Domestic Violence Act,
minimizing violence against women in the workplace, creating a peaceful environment in
the family by minimizing domestic violence, and increasing the employee productivity.

Two programs have been conducted in the Colombo District and Rs. 0.161 million has been

allocated for them.

3.11 Program Conducted using Local and Foreign Funding (United Nations
Population Fund)

3.11.1 International 16 Day Program for the Prevention of Violence Against Women

Every year, programs are organized and conducted for a period of 16 days from 25
November to 10 December that called International 16 Days to end all violence against
women. The National Committee on Women has conducted many programs in the year

2024 as well.

In parallel with the International 16 Days for the Prevention of Violence against Women,
the National Committee on Women took steps in 2024 to conduct mobile services and
awareness programs using local and foreign funds (United Nations Population Fund). A
mobile service was conducted in the Kataragama Divisional Secretariat Division of the
Monaragala District using local funds, and an amount of Rs. 0.260 million was spent on it.
About 850 beneficiaries participated in this event, where programs such as counseling
services, legal services, health clinics, providing spectacles, and self-employment training
programs were conducted for the beneficiaries. The inaugural ceremony of the International
16 Day program was held in Colombo using foreign funds amounting to Rs. 0.237 million.
Also, in parallel with the International 16 Day program, awareness programs on pre-marital
counseling, awareness programs on the prevention of cybercrimes for students pursuing
higher education, and awareness programs to minimize harassment in the workplace were

held at a cost of Rs. 0.25 million.

3.11.2 Intervention to Prevent Gender-based Violence

Toll Free Helpline 1938 for Women for 24 hours every day in all three languages and
complaint centre are operated with the aim of performing the functions of the National
Committee on Women more effectively. As of 31December 2024, a number of 2245
complaints have been received to the 1938 Helpline for Women and 360 complaints have
been received to the Complaint Center.
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Complaints Received the 1938 Women Helpline by Districts by Population Ratio of 10,000 in 2024

District National Commitee of Women

Mannar
Vavuniya
Colombo
Ratnapura
Gampaha
Galle
Kalutara
Hambantota
Anuradhapura
Ampara
Nuwara Eliya
Polonnaruwa
Kandy
Mullaitivu
Monaragala
Matara
Kurunegala
Trincomalee
Kegalle
Puttalam
Badulla
Kilinochchi
Matale
Batticaloa
Jaffna

o
o
|t
w
N
o
-
w

2.0 2.5

No of Complaints againts 10,000 population

Source - Report on Complaints received by District wise 2024 — NCW

3.11.3 Foreign Grants- (SAARC Development Fund) Project to Strengthen Toll-Free
Helpline Line for Women and Children in SAARC Member States — 4" Extension

This project is funded by the SAARC Development Fund. The project period is from
02/08/2024 to 01/08/2025. A sum of 14.4 million (US$ 45,712) has been provided for the
first quarter and the main activities related to it are as follows.

1. Establish a call center operating for 24-hours and a mechanism for intervention

2. Building institutional capacity

3. Counseling and public awareness. As of 31 December 2024, the financial progress was
Rs. 10.31 million while the balance amounted to Rs. 4.100 million.

Activities will be carried out island wide under the following sub-activities of the said
action plan.

1. Raising awareness at the Ministry and district level (key officials) about 1938 Helpline
for Women and issues such as gender (so far, 130 officers have been made aware. Kandy
District)

2. Conducting mobile services at the district level (currently planned)

3. Awareness programs on the 1938 Helpline Service for District/Divisional Secretariat
level Counseling Officers and stakeholders (other officers) (So far, 140 officers have
been made aware. Anuradhapura and Trincomalee Districts)
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Making the police officers aware of the complaints received at the 1938 Helpline and
Complaints Center, conducting programs to build cooperation between - Ministry
officials and police officers (the number of officers made aware so far is 180 Galle and
Kegalle Districts)

Raising awareness on cybercrime in sign language for those in selected Centers for the
Deaf and Dumb (currently planned)

Private sector (investment zones and other private companies/garments) institutions
have been made aware of the 1938 helpline service, reproductive health, prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases/ HIV in the workplace, violence against women in the
workplace, prevention of domestic violence (the number of persons made aware so far
is 335. Katunayake and Trincomalee),

Social Research, Bus branding, Printing of Advertising Materials on 1938 Helpline
Service (already planned)

Strengthening the Data Management System of the Call Center operating for 24-hours
(currently planned)

Capacity development of officers (So far, 30 officers have participated in 2 training
programs.)

Assistance to women victims (Assistance has been provided to 600 women in the
Mannar district.)

4.0 Special Events

Capacity/skill development Programs for Officers
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5.0 Progress of the Implemented Development Programs as at 31.12.2024

SN

Main Project / Activity

Financial
Target
(Rs. Mn)

Financial
Progress
(Rs. Mn)

Physical
Target

Physical
Progress

Beneficiaries

Female | Male

01

Programs conducted to mark the
International ~ Women's  Day
(Prevention of Sexual and
Gender Based Violence and
Cybercrimes and Combat Human
Trafficking)

0.500

0.438

6

5

211 164

02

Empowerment of  marriage
registrars and counseling
officers/counseling assistants to
provide pre-marital counseling to
marriage intended young
community

1.500

1.498

25

13

600 528

03

Awareness program on cyber
violence, harassment in public
transport and reproductive health
for students in higher education
institutions

0.500

0.499

10

11

624 435

04

Awareness program on
Prevention of Gender Based
Violence and Domestic Violence
Act for male officers in
workplaces

0.300

0.161

88 77

05

Implementation of premarital
counseling programs for
marriage intended young
community (for a happy family
life)

0.500

0.499

10

520 518

06

Awareness program for Members
of the Youth Parliament to
minimize Gender Based Violence
and Cybercrimes

0.300

0.266

140 100

07

Capacity building programs for
representatives of  women
federations at regional level to

empower women in politics

1.800

1.070

16

11

499

Sub total

5.400

4.431
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SN Master Project / Activity Financial | Financial | Physical |Physical Beneficiaries
Target Progress Target |Progress
8 & & & Female | Male
(Rs. Mn.) | (Rs. Mn.)
08 Program to establish effective 0.330 0.140 1 1 55 40
grievance management
mechanisms and introduce
psychosocial counselling for
women ex-combatants, to aid
them with reintegrating into
society more effectively and with
confidence
09 Awareness and  Counselling 0.150 0.099 1 1 25 35
Programs on the Prevention of
Gender Based Violence and Child
Protection for Estate Welfare
Officers
10 International 16 Days Program for 0.600 0.513 9 8 730 350
the Prevention of Violence against
Women
11 Educating employees in the 0.500 0.472 10 8 1050 549
industrial sector to minimize
sexual harassment at Work places
12 Miscellaneous 0.020 0.019 - - 8 21
Sub Total 1.600 1.243
Grand Total 7.000 5.674
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