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CHAPTER 577 

URBAN COUNCILS 

Short tltk 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the town so decW. The Minister may, by the 
Urban Councils Ordinance. same or any subsequent Order, assign a 

name and desiguation to the Urban Council 
to be constituted under this Ordinance for 
the town so declared. PART I 

C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  URBAN COUNCILS 
(2) A declaration under subsection (1) 

ABEAS FOR WHICH may be made by the Minister in respect of 
URBAN COUNCILS ARE CONSTITUTED two or more areas jointly, notwithstanding 

Power to 
declare towns 
and to 
define their 
administrative 
limits. 
[g 30.48 of 
1971.1 

that such areas are not contiguous ; and 
2'  ( l )  The Minister may, Order the  areas  in  of  w h i c h  a n y  

published in the Gazette, declare any area, 
which by reason of its development or its such declaration is made shall accordingly 
amenities is dan in c b t e r ,  to be totown be deemed to constitute jointly one 
for the pwses of this Ordinance, and may single town for all the purposes of this 
define the administrative limits of the Ordinance. 
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Urban Council 3 .  An Urban Council in accordance with such Order ; and every such Order shall 
to be the provisions of this Ordinance shall be have the same effect in relation to such 
constituted for 
each town. constituted for every urban area d e c M  to purposes as if it had been embodied in this 

be a town by Order under section 2. Ordinance. 

I-unctions 
of Urban 
Councils. 

4. The Urban Council constituted for 
each town shall, subject to the powers 
reserved to or vested in any other authority 
by this Ordinance or by any other written 
law, be the local authority, within the 
administrative limits of the town, charged 
w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  c o n t r o l  a n d  
administration of all matters relating to the 
public health, public utility services and 
public thm-, and g e n d y  with the 
protection and promotion of the comfort, 
convenience and w e b  of the people and 
the amenities of the town. 

9. The term of office of an Urban Commence- 

Council to be constituted for any town ment ofterm 
of office under this Ordinance shall commence on of Urban 

such date as the Minister may appoint by Councils and 
Order ~ublished in the Gazette. Such date date of 

constitution of 
shall de deemed to be the date of the 
constitution of the Council for all the 
purposes of this Ordinance ; and  t h e  
Council shall be deemed to be duly 
constituted on that date, notwithstanding 
that the full number of members prescribed 
under section 5 may not have been duly 
elected. 

Composition 5. (I) Each Urban Council shall consist 
of Urban of the Chairman and Vice-chairman and 
Councils. 
,$ ,  ,,, L,aw 24 such number of other members, as the 
of 1977.1 Minister may prescribe by Order published 

in the Gazette. 

10. ( 1) The term of office of each Term of office 

member elected at a general election shall members 

commence- elected at the 
first and each 
subsequent 

(a) in the case of the first general election, general 

on the date appointed by the eleclion. 
Minister under section 9 ; and 

(2) In de te rmin ing  the  number  of 
members the Minister shall have regard to 
the area and population of that town. 

(3) Every Order made under subsection 
(1) shall as soon as may be convenient be 
laid before Parliament. 

ELECTIONS AND DATE OF 
COMMENCEMENT OF TFRMS OF 

OFFICE OF IJRBAN COUNCILS, ETC. 

First general *7. Where an Urban Council is to be 
electiOno' constituted for any town under this 
members. Ordjnance, a general election in accordance 

with the provisions of written law for the 
time being applicable in that behalf shall be 
held for the purpose of electing the first 
members of the Council. 

Arrangements 8. For the purposes of any preliminary 
preliminary arrangements in connexion with the 
constitution 
ol llrban constitution of any Urban Council under 
Councils this Ordinance, it shall be lawful for the 

Minister by an Order or Orders published in 
the Gazette, to issue all such directions as 
may be necessary or appropriate, or to 
mod$ or supplement any of the provisions 
of this Ordinance in such manner and to 
such extent as may be specified by him in 

(h) in the case of any general election 
subsequent to the first general 
election, on the first day of January 
next succeeding the date of the 
election or on such other date as the 
Min~ster may appoint by Order 
published in the Gazette, 

and shall expire on the thirty-first day of 
December of the fourth year thereafter [g 2.2 of 1967.1 

(inclusive of the year in which such term of [g 2.39 of 

office commenced) or on such other date as 1961.1 
may be appointed by the Minister under 
subsection (2). 

(2) The Minister may by Order published 
in the Gazette- 

(a) curtail the term of office r e f d  to in 
subsection (1) by appointing, in 
substitution for the thirty-first day 
of December of the year specified in 
that subsection, the last day of any 
month in that year or in the year 
immediately preceding that year ; 
and 

(h) extend such term by appointing, in 
substitution for the thirty-first day 
of December of the year specified in 

Section 6 is repealed by Law No. 24 of 1977 
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Subsequent 
general 
elections 

subsection (1) or the day appointed 
under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection, the last day of any 
month in that year or any year 
subsequent to the year so specified 
or appointed, and thereafter, from 
time to time, extend such term by 
appointing, in substitution for the 
d a t e  o f  exp i ry  o f  such  term 
specified in the last Order, a later 
date : 

(3) If any person elected as a member of [(i 119. L ~ W  24 
an Urban Council refuses or resigns his of 1977.1 

office, or dies, or vacates the office under 
subsection (2), or if a casual vacancy occurs 
in any other manner in such office, such 
office shall be iilled in accmbnce with the 
provisions of written law for the time being 
applicable in that behalf and the pemns so 
elected shall hold office until the next 
succeeding general election of members of 
that Council. 

Provided, however, that the ALTERATION OF LIMITS OF TOWNS AND [g 121, Law 24 
period by which such term is NUMBER OF MEMBERS, &c of 1977.1 

extended or the aggregate of the 
periods by which such term is, h m  $14. The Minister may at any time by Power of 

Order published in the Ciazetb Minister to time to time, extended shall not varv limits of 
exceed twelve months. 

11. Where the term of office of the 
members elected at the first or any 
subsequent general election of the members 
of an Urban Council is due to expire under 
section 10, a general election in accordance 
with the provisions of written law for the 
time being applicable in that behalf shall be 
held for the purposes of electing new 
members in place of such members. 

Rehsal, 12. ( 1) Where any person who is elected 
reslgnatlonor as a member of an Urban Council decides 
I acatlon of 
oftice. for any reason not to serve as' a member 

thereof, he may relinquish the -office- 

(a) by a written communication of his 
refusal of office to the elections 
officer of the district in which the 
town for which the Council is 
constituted is situated, at any time 
before the date fixed for the first 
meeting of the Council to be held 
after his election, or 

(h) by a written communication of his 
resignation of office to such 
elections officer, either direct or 
through the Chairman, at any time 
after such iirst meeting. 

(2) Any member of an Urban Council 
who is absent without leave of the Council 
from more than three consecutive ordinary 
meetings of the Council shall ipso facto 
vacate his office. 

* Section 13'is repealed by Law No. 24 of 1977. 
+ Section 15 is repealed by Law No. 24 of 1977. 

to- and 
(a) vary the limits of any town ; number of 

members, and 
to dissolve (h) vary the number  o f  members and replace 

prescribed for any Urban Council : council. 
16 122. Law 24 -" 

of 1977.1 
(c) dissolve any existing Urban Council 

and direct that it shall be replaced 
by a new Urban Council to be 
constituted in lieu of such existing 
Council, whenever it appears to him 
to be expedient so to do upon any 
variation of the limits of the town 
for which the existing Council was 
constituted ; 

(d) dissolve any Urban Council for the 
purpose of constituting any other 
local authority in its place. 

t16. Where any new Urban Council is New Urban 
constituted under section 14 in lieu of any be 

successor of 
Urban Council which is dissolved- existing 

Council. 
(a) the new Council shall, from the date 

of the constitution thereof, be the 
successor of the dissolved Council 
for all purposes relating to the town 
or any part of the town for which 
t h e  d i s s o l v e d  C o u n c i l  w a s  
constituted, in so far as such town 
or part of such town is included 
within the administrative limits of 
the town for which the new Council 
is constituted ; 

(h) all the property of such dissolved 
Counci l  s i tua ted  wi th in  t h e  
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administrative limits of the new 
Council, and all the rights, powers, 
duties, debts, liabilities, and 
obligations of such dissolved 
Council in so far as the same 
r e l a t e  to  any area  wi thin  the  
administrative limits of the new 
Council, shall, as from the date of 
the constitution of the new Cound, 
be deemed to be transferred to the 
new Council ; 

(c) all references in any enactment, or in 
any Order, rule, regulation, or by- 
l a w  made the reunder ,  o r  any  
document or instrument executed 
or issued in pursuance thereof, to 
such dissolved Council, shall, for 
the purpose of any area within the 
adminis t ra t ive  l imi ts  of such 
dissolved Council which shall be 
included in the administrative limits 
of the new Council, be construed as 
though they were references to the 
new Council ; 

(d) all the provisions of sections 236 to 
245 shall apply to the case of the 
constitution of the new Council, in 
the same marmer as if all references 
to any local authority or authorities 
in such sections were references to 
the dissolved Council. 

MEETINGS AND PROCEEDINGS 

responsibilities which are by this Ordinance 
or any other written law directed or 
empowered to be done or discharged by the 
Council may unless the contrary intention 
appears from the context, be done or 
discharged by the Chairman. 

(4) The Chairman may by order in 
writing delegate to the Vice-Chairman or 
Secretary or any officer of the Council any 
of the powers, duties or functions c o n f d  
or imposed upon, or vested in the Chairman 
by this Odhance or any other written law. 

(5) The exercise, d i s c h a r g e  o r  
performance by the Vice-Chairman or 
Secretary or any other officer of the Council 
of any power, function or duty delegated to 
him by order of the Chairman shall be 
subject to the direction and control of the 
Chairman and shall be subject to such 
conditions and restrictions and limited to 
such purpose or purposes, as may be 
specified in the order and any such 
delegation may at any time be varied or 
cancelled by order of the Chairman. 

(6) Dunng the period cmmmencing on the 
date of occurrence of a vacancy in the office 
of Chairman and ending on the date of 
election of a new Chairman or during the 
period of absence of the Chairman on 
account of illness or other unavoidable 
cause, the Vice-Chairman may exercise, 
discharge and perform the same powers, 
functions and duties as the Chairman. 

C k a n  and *19. (1) There shall be a Chairman and 
a Vice-Chairman for each Urban Council 

[g 125, Law 24 
of 1977.1 who shall be members and be elected in 

accordance with the provisions of written 
law for the time being applicable in that 
behalf. 

(2) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman of 
an Urban Council shall hold office for the 
term of office of the Council unless he 
resigns or vacates such office. Whenever a 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman vacates his 

(7) Whenever the office of Chairman of 
an Urban Council falls vacant information 
of the occurrence of the vacancy shall 
fdwi th  be given to the elections officer of 
the dislrict in writmg by the Secretary of the 
Counci l .  Upon t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  such  
information the elections officer shall 
proceed to fill the vacancy in accordance 
with the provisions of written law for the 
time being applicable in that behalf 

office he shall at the same time cease to be a 
member. t23. The Chairman and the Vice- Chairman and 

Chairman of the Urban Council of each 
to be Justices 

(3) The Chairman of an Urban Council town shall, during the tenure of his ofice, the Peace 
shall, subject to the provisions of section be ex officio a Justice of the Peace and and Unofficial 

1 7 0 ~ .  be the chief executive officer of the Unofficial Magistrate for the district within Magistrates. 

Counc i l  and  a l l  execu t ive  ac t s  and which that town is situated. 

* Sections 17 and 18 are repealed by Law No. 24 of 1977. 
t Sections 20, 21 and 22 are repealed by Law No. 24 of 1977. 
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Presidency at 
rneel~ngs. 

24. The Chairman of an Urban Council 
shall preside at all meetings of the Council. 
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice- 
Chairman shall preside, and in the absence 
of the Vice-Chauman, such member as may 
be elected by the other members present to 
be the presiding member for that meeting. 

Meetings of the 25. (1) The ordinary meeting of an 
Urban Council shall be held for the 

and when 
convened. despatch of business upon such day or days 

in every month as may be fixed by the 
Council. 

(2) The Chairman may convene a special 
meeting of the Council whenever he may 
consider it desirable and shall, whenever 
requested in writing by any two or more 
members of the Council to convene a special 
meeting for any purpose specified in such 
writing, forthwith convene a special meeting 
for that purpose. Two days7 notice of the 
day appointed for any such s p e d  meeting 
shall be given to, or lea at the residence of, 
each member of the Council. 

Powers of 26. (1) The quorum for any meeting of 
COU""' be an urban CoUIlcil Shall be of the 
vested in the 
majority. members of the Council in office on the day 
Quorum. of that meeting. 

[g 127. Law 24 (2) All matters or questions authorized 
of 1977.1 by this Ordinance or by any other written 

law, to be decided by the members of an 
Urban Council shall be decided by the 

(3) In the event of the vacation of the [g 128. Law 24 

offices of both the Chairman and the Vice- Of 1977.1 
Chairman by death, resignation, removal or 
any other cause, then, during the period 
intervening between the vacation of the 
office of the VicsChairman and the election 
of a new Chairman, the secretary of the 
Council shall, in addition to the powers 
referred to in subsection (2). have authority, 
subject to the approval of the Commissioner 
and subject  to  such  l imi ta t ions  and  
conditions as may be prescribed by rules 
under section 193, to incur expenditure on 
behalf of the Council, to make payments 
out of the local fund, and to exercise and 
perform such of the powers, duties and 
functions of the Chairman as may be 
specified by the Commissioner or pmcri'bed 
by rules as aforesaid. 

28. All acts, orders, and proceedings of Minutes of 

an Urban Council shall be e n e  in a book p h i n g s  of 
Council to be to be kept by it for that purpose, and shall ente,d in a 

be signed by the Chairman for the time book. 

being ; and all such acts, orders, and 
proceding shall then be deemed and taken 
t o  b e  o r i g i n a l  a c t s ,  o r d e r s ,  a n d  
proceedings, and any copy thereof or 
extract therefrom shall be admissible in 
evidence in any Court of Justice, provided 
that it purport to be signed and cerlSed as 
a true copy or extract by the Chairman or 
secretary of the Council. 

majority of members present and voting at 
any general or special meeting. 29. (1) An Urban Council may, from committee5 

time to time, appoint committees consisting 

[Q 127, I.au 24 (3) Where the votes of the members either members the Or partly 
of 1977.1 present at any meeting are equally divided members the and partly 

in regard to any question, the Chairman, other inhabitants of the town, for the 
Vice-Chairman or other member presiding Purpose of advising the ~ o u n c i l  with 
at the meeting shall, in addition to his vok reference to any of its powers, duties, or 
as a member, have a casting vote. responsibilities, or any matter under the 

consideration of the Council, and may from 

Appointment, 27. (1) Every Urban Council shall lime to time, to such or 
wwen and appoint a fit and proper person to be the as it *Y 
duties of 

secretary of the Council. of its powers or duties to such committees 
secretary. other than the power to raise any loan, to 

[g 128, Law 24 (2) The secretary of an Urban Council levy Or to impose tax. 
of 1977.1 shall be the chief administrative officer of 

the Council and shall exercise, perform and (2) For the purpose of any matter in 
discharge such powers, duties and functions which any Urban Counci l  i s  jo in t ly  
as are conferred or imposed upon him by interested with any other Urban Council or 
this Ordinance or by rules made under with any Municipal Council, it may make 
section 193 or by any other written law for arrangements by mutual consent with such 
the time being in force. o ther  Urban Counci l  o r  wi th  such  
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erections and s t r u w  therein and 
the equipment thereof, subject 
always 'to the terms of any trust or 
the conditions in any instrument by 
which any such property may have 
been transferred to the Council or 
any local authority of which the 
Council is the successor ; 

(e) the property of and in all the lamps, 
lamp-irons, lamp-posts, sluices, 
dams, pipes, posts, chains, piles, 
rails and other similar enxtiofls and 
things in, about, or belonging to the 
roads, streets, and public places 
vested in the Cound, and of and in 
all the materials, furniture, and 
t h i n g s  b e l o n g i n g  t h e r e t o ,  

(h) all public roads, streets, canals, and 
bridges (except such roads, streets, 
canals, or bridges as may be vested 
in any other authority under any 
o t h e r  e n a c t m e n t ,  o r  may be  
spec ia l ly  exempted  f rom the  

except in so fsr as the same shall be 
otherwise regulated by contract 
with the Council, or shall be 
otherwise shown to be private 
property or subject to private 
rights. 

provisions of this section by the 
Minister by Order published in the 
Gazette), together with the lands 
used for the purposes thereof and 
all the pavements, stones, or other 
materials thereof, and also all 
erections, materials, implements, 
and other things provided therefor ; 

*34A. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  e r e c t  a Control and 
monument on any land belonging to the erection of 

monuments. State or on any land vested in or belonging [4 7, of 
to any Urban Council except with the prior 19751 
approval of the Minister granted upon an 
application made in that behalf by such 

person- 

((.) all public markets and all works, 
erections or structures for the 
benefit or convenience of the public 
which may be constructed, erected, 
or provided under this Ordinance, 
o r  w h i c h  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
constructed, provided, or erected 
under any repealed enactment, or 
which may be otherwise lmnsferred 
or have been transferred to the 
Council or to any local authority of 
which the Council is the successor, 
and all the sites, reservations, 
appurtenances, materials, furniture, 
and equipment provided therefor, 
subject always to any such trust or 
condition as aforesaid ; 

In this section " monument " includes any [tj 9. I.aw 4 01 

statue, pillar, post, or any structure erected 1975.1 
to commemorate any penon, whether living 
or dead, but does not include any structure, 
tomb, or cross erected in any cemetery or 
burial ground. 

*34B. It shall not be lawful for any Naming of 
Urban Council to name any public park, public parks, 

&c. 
playground, library, reading room, stadium, [4 8, aw of 
building, clock tower, bridge or bathing-well 1'975.1 
except with the prior approval of the 
Minister. 

35. The Urban Council of each town General duties. 
shall within the administrative limits of the 
town have the following duties : 

(d) all other public buildings constructed 
or provided in whole or in part out 
of the local fund of the Council or 
of any other local authority of 
which the Council is the successor, 
o r  which  may be o therwise  
transferred to the Council, and all 
the sites, appurtenances, materials, 
furniture, and equipment thereof, 
subject always to any such trust or 
condition as aforesaid ; 

(a) to maintain and cleanse all public 
thoroughfares and open spaces 
vested in the Council or d # e d  
to its management ; 

(h) to enforce the proper maintenance, 
cleanliness, and repair of all private 
streets ; 

(c) to supervise and provide for the 
growth and development of the 
town by the planning and widening 

* New sections 34n and 348 have been introduced in the course of the revision and are based on sections 7, 8 and 
9 of the Naming of Streets and the Control of Erection of Monuments Law, No. 4 of 1975. 
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General 
powers. 

of streets, the reservation of open (d) to take on lease or pmhase any land 
spaces, and the execution of public or building ; 
knpmvernents ; 

(6) to abate all nuisances ; 

(e) to establish and maintain (subject to 
the extent of its resources) any 
public utility service which it is 
authorized to maintain under this 
Ordinance, and which is required 
for the w e k ,  d o r t ,  or 
convenience of the public ; 

V) generally t o  promote  the  publ ic  
health, welfare, and convenience, 
and the development, sanitation, 
and amenities of the town. 

(e) (i) to sell, exchange, let or give out on 
lease any land or building 
belonging to the Council or 
vested in it oth& than by 
virtue of the provisions of 
section 32 or section 34, 
subject to the terms and 
conditions of the instrument 
by which the land or building 
was transferred to or vested in 
the Council, unless the sale, 
exchange, letting or leasing is 
p r o h i b i t e d  b y  s u c h  
instrument ; 

36. For the purposes of the discharge of 
its duties under this Ordinance, an Urban 
Council (without prejudice to any other 
powers specially conferred upon it) shall 
have the following powers :- 

(a) to appoint all necessary officers and 
servants, and  sub jec t  t o  the  
provisions of section 229, h m  time 
to time, remove any such officer or 
servant, and to assign to any office 
or service such salary, allowances or 
remunexation as to the Council may 
seem fit, subject, however, to the 
p r e v i o u s  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  
Commissioner in every case of the 
assignment to any office or service 
o f  any  sa la ry ,  a l lowance or  
remunerat ion which,  e i the r  

(ii) to let or give out on lease any land 
or building vested in i t  by 
virtue of the provisions of 
section 32 or section 34 and 
not required for any public 
purpose for the time being, 
subject, however, to the prior 
approval of the Minister and 
subject always to such terms 
and conditions as may be set 
out in the vesting order, 
certificate or record issued or 
made under section 33, or the 
will, or the deed or instnrment 
of gift or lmst executed by the 
donor, in respect of such land 
or buildmg ; 

separately or in the aggregate, shall (n subject to the express provisions of 
exceed in value the rate of one this Ordinance, to enter into any 
hundred rupees a month ; contract with any person for any 

work to be done, or services to be 
(b) to spend any part of the local fund on rendered, or goods or materials to 

mate rn i ty  and  chi ld-welfare  be supplied ; 
services, the training of midwives 
for the purposes of any maternity 
service established by the Council, (8) to make by its officers authorized in 

housing schemes, and charities or that behalf and the servants or 

measures for the relief of distress workmen accompanying them all 

caused  by ra in ,  f loods ,  f i r e ,  such en t r i es  in to  l ands  and  

earthquake, famine or epidemics ; buildmgs and inspedons thereon as 
may be necessary for the detection 

(c) to enter into any arrangement with and abatement of nuisances, the 
any o ther  author i ty  for  the  d e t e c t i o n ,  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  
employment and remuneration of abatement of all contraventions of 
any officer or servant for the several this Ordinance or of by-laws or 
purposes of the Council and such rules made thereunder, or for the 
authority ; performance of acts required to be 
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Power to 
aut hori7e 
survevs. 

done under this Ordinance in 
respect of which the owner or 
occupier of such premises is, or may 
be deemed to be, in default ; 

(h) by its Chairman or other officer 
authorized by him, to hold all 
inquiries which the Chairman may 
deem necessary for any of the 
purposes of this Ordinance, and for 
the purpose of all such inquiries, to 
administer oaths and summon 
witnesses ; 

0) to institute or defend any legal 
proceedings which the Council may 
deem necessary to institute or 
defend for the purpose of enforcing 
or protecting the rights of the 
Council or of the public or of 
protecting its officers or members in 
the execution or intended execution 
of their duties ; 

0) generally to do all things necessary for 
the effective exercise of the powers 
and duties of the Council. 

37. (1) Whenever it appears to the 
Chairman of any Urban Council that an 
examination or survey of any private lands, 
buildings, or premises is necessary for any 
local public purpose, it shall be lawful for 
the Chairman to direct any officer or 
servant of the Council to make such survey, 
and it shall thereupon be lawful for such 
officer or servant and his workmen to enter 
upon such premises and to do thereon any 
of the following acts :- 

(U) to survey and take levels of such 
land ; 

(h) to dig or bore into the subsoil ; 

(c) to do all other acts necessary to 
ascertain whether the land is 
adapted for such public purpose ; 

walls, fences, or other fixed objects, 
or by fixing new marks, or by 
cutting trenches, as the case may 
require; 

(1) and where otherwise a survey cannot 
be completed, or levels taken, or the 
boundaries and lines marked, to cut 

1 d o w n  a n d  c l e a r  a w a y  a n y  
1 obstructions interfering with the ' execution of such work : 

Provided that full compensation shall be 
paid for any damage done ; 

Provided, further, that no person shall 
enter any building or any enclosure attached 
to a dwelling house except with the written 
consent of the occupant, or if such consent 
is withheld, with the sanction of the 
Chairman. 

(2) Every mark fixed on any land under 
this section shall be deemed to be the 
property of the Council. 

38 .  Any contract for any of the purposes 
of this Ordinance involving an expenditure 
exceeding one thousand rupees shall be 
reduced to writing, shall be signed by the 
Chairman, and shall specify- 

(U) the work to be done, the services to be 
r ende red  o r  t h e  g o o d s  t o  b e  1 delivered : 

(h) the materials to be used ; 

(c) the price to be paid for such work, 
service, goods, or materials ; 

(4 the time or times within which the 
work or service is to be done, or the 
goods or materials are to be 
finnished ; and 

(e) the penalty to be imposed in case of a 
breach of the contract. 

Contracts. 

to set out the boundaries of any land 39. (1) The Chairman shall not enter Consent of 

which is to be acquired, or street into any contract on behalf of the Counci Council. 
[P !a, Law 24 

lines, or the lines of any work for any work or service the cost of which 1977.1 
proposed to be carried out ; exceeds five hundred nrpees, or any coniract 

enduring for a longer period than the time 
(e) to mark such levels, boundaries, or elapsing between the making of such 

lines by placing permanent marks contract and the end of the financial year, 
on existing buildings, trees, posts, without the sanction of the Council. 
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Advertisement 
for tenders. 

(2) If the Council fails to sanction any enactment, from time to time, enacted in 
contract the Chairman may with the that behalf. 
approval of the Commissioner enter into 
such contract notwithstanding the (2) Subject to such directiom as may be 
provisions of subsection (1). given by the Minister, from time to time, by 

Order published in the Gazette, the Urban 
40. Before entering into any contract Counci l  of each town sha l l  be t h e  

which involves an expenditure exceeding administrative authority for the purposes of 
one thousand rupees for the execution of the p r ~ o n  of any -pal thorn- 
any work, for the of -W, that may be situate within the town, and 
for the w l y  of any gaads dy Or shall be entitled for such purposes to 
for any other matter necessary for the exmb or prdom in any such 
purposes of this Ordinance, the Chairman 

princiM any of the powers or 
shall call for tenders by advertisement, duties ccmfd or by dOm 72 

otherwise by a resolutiOn to 92 (both inclusive) relating to buildings 
of the Council. 

along thoroughfares, obstructions to 

A C ~ U I S I ~ I ~ I ~  ot 41. An Urban Council may acquire 
lands or lands or buildings for the general purposes 
buildings for 
general of the Council without indicating the 
purposes. purposes for which any land or building is 

to be applied 

('ompulsor) 42. Any land or building required for 
acquisition Of the purposes of an Urban Council may be 
land\ and 
buildings acquired under the Land Acquisition Act by 

the Government for the Council. 

I'owcr ol 43. An Urban Council may receive and 
Iirhan hold any property in trust for the benefit of 
to act a\ 
trustee for an) the inhabitants of the town for which it is 
public purpose c o n s t i t u t e d ,  o r  any  s e c t i o n  o f  such  

inhabitants, or for the purpose of any public 
service administered by the Council, and 
may otherwise act as trustee for any public 

PART I11 

POWERS A N D  DUTIES 
AS TO THOROUGHFARES 

THOROUGHFARES 

thoroughfa res ,  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  o n  
thonmghhm, injuries to t h m u g b e s  and 
nuisances on thornughks. 

45. Subiect to the powers and General powers 

responsibilities by law belonging to any o'r:aynt' with 
other authority, it shall be the duty of the thoroughfares 

Urban Council of every town, and every and open 

such Council is hereby empowered, to take 
all necessary measures for securing and 
maintaining all public rights, interests, and 
amenities arising out of or in connexion 
with all thornughks or open spaces within 
the town, and for utilizing, regulating, 
a d a p t i n g ,  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  s u c h  
thoroughfares or open spaces for public 
purposes. 

46. All thoroughfares within a town, Thoroughfares 

other than principal thoroughfares, except "7:: In,, 

in so as such t h m u g h k s  are already 
so vested by virtue of any other enactment, 
shall be deemed to be vested in the Urban 
Council of the town. 

47.  Ne i the r  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Prescription. 

Prescription Ordinance, nor those of any 
other law relating to the acquisition of 

l!rban Council 44. (1) Subject to the powers and 
to he the responsibilities by law committed to any rights by virtue of possession or user, shall 
general apply in the case of the roads within any 

other authority, the Urban Council of each 
thoroughfare4 town shall be the general administrative town ; and no person shall be entitled to any 

andComrnun'- a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a l l  exclusive rights of ownership, possession or 
canons. thoroughfares and communications, other Over Or in respect of such road Or 

than principal thoroughfares, within the any POdon lhwf by ha* 
administrative limits of the town, with all either before or after the coming into 
such powers as are vested in it under this operation of this had possession, 
Ordinance, the  Housing and Town or use of any description whatsoever, of 
Improvement Ordinance, and any other such road or podon kf. 
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Language of 
notices. and 
how Sewed. 

48. All notices required to be given 
under this Part shall be in the Sinhala and 
Tami l  l anguages ;  and every not ice  
addressed to any person may be served 
either personally upon such person, or by 
leaving i t  with some member of his 
household, or by affixing it to some 
conspicuous part of his residence. 

Control of 49. It shall be the duty of the Urban 
roads and Council of every town, and every such 
paths in charge 
of minor local Council is hereby empowered, to supervise 
authority. and control the course and development of 

all public roads and paths within the town. 

Power of 50. The Urban Council of each town 
Urban Council may within that town- 
to construct 
new. and 
Improve (a) lay out and construct new roads, 
existing, s t r e e t s ,  b r i dges ,  o r  o t h e r  
thoroughfares. 

thoroughfares ; 

(h) widen, open, or enlarge any street or 
other thoroughfare (not being a 
principal thoroughfare) ; 

(c) turn, divert, discontinue, or stop up, 
whether in whole or in part, any 
public street or other thoroughfare 
( n o t  b e i n g  a p r i n c i p a l  
thoroughfare), 

making due compensation to the owners or 
occupiers of any property requmd for such 
purposes, or any person whose legal rights 
are thereby infiinged 

Acqu~s~t~on  of 5 1. (I) If in connexion with the turning, 
lands Yuired diversion, widening, opening, enlargement, 
for diversions 
or or improvement of any thoroughfare, it 
enlargements. becomes necessary for any Urban Council 

to take possessiony for public use, of the 
land of any person, it shall be lawful for 
such Council to make an agreement with the 
owner for the compensation to be paid for 
such land, and for any building, boundary 
wall, gateway, fence or tree standing 
thereon, either by allowing him to possess 
the ground, or part of the ground, of the 
former thoroughfare, or by the grant of 
other land in exchange or by payment of 
money or by any two or more of such 
methods. 

(2) Any land of which possession is taken 
by an Urban Council in pursuance of any 

agteement under subsection (1) shall vest in 
the Council without any formal transfer 
thereof ,  and  the  ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  t he  
Government Agent or the Chairman of the 
Council that any person has been allowed 
by the Council to possess any part of the 
ground of any former road or any land 
given in exchange under subsection ( I ) ,  
together with a survey thereof, shall be a 
sufficient proof of the right of such person 
to such ground or land 

(3) Where an Urban Council cannot 
agree with the owner of any land as to the 
compemation to be made under subsection 
( I ) ,  or where such owner cannot be found, 
or where the Council does not deem it 
advisable to enter into any agreement with 
the owner of any land, then proceedings 
may be taken to obtain possession of such 
land, and for compensating the owner, in 
the manner prescribed by section 42. 

(4) Every agreement under subsection (1) 
shall be in writing, but section 2 of the 
Prevention of Frauds Ordinance shall not 
apply to any such agreement or to any 
certificate issued under subsection (2). 

52. If in connexion with the turning, ~ i i  of land 

diversion, widening, opening, enlargement required for 
diversion or or improvement of any thoroughfare, it enlawment of 

becomes necessary for any Urban Council thoroughfares. 

to take possession of the land of any person 
for public use, and if the person clamng to 
be the owner of the land desires to make a 
k e  gift of the land to the Council fbr such 
purpose and to renounce all claim to 
compensation therefor, a record in writing 
to that effect duly signed by such person in 
the presence of the Chairman or of a person 
authorized by the Chairman in writing in 
that behalf shall be sufficient to vest the 
land in the Council. No such record shall be 
deemed to be invalid or of no effect in law 
by reason only that the requirements of 
section 2 of the Prevention of Frauds 
Ordinance have not been complied with as 
to attestation by a notary public and by 
witnesses. 

53. Whenever any street or other power to 

thoroughfare or any part of any street or dispose of 
discontinued thoroughfare vested in an Urban Council 

c e a s e s  t o  b e  u s e d  a s  a s t r e e t  o r  
thoroughfare, the Council, with the prior 
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Power to take 
land adjoining 
new street for 
building 
purpose\. 

Other power\ 
of an Urban 
Council. 

approval of the Mhkter, may sell, lease, or name by which any street shall be known 
exchange such street or other thoroughfare and in like manner at any time alter the 
or part thereof. name of any street. 

54. In laying out or constructing any 
new street or thoroughfare, or in turning, 
diverting, widening, opening, enlarging, or 
o t h e r w i s e  improv ing  any s t ree t  o r  
thoroughfare, an Urban Council may, in 
addition to the land required for the 
purposes of the caniageways and footways 
thereof, also purchase the land necessary for 
houses and buildings to form the said street 
or thoroughfare, and may sell, lease, or 
otherwise dqose of the same, subject to the 
provisions of paragraph (e) of section 36 
and subject to such stipulations and 
conditions as to the class and description of 
houses or buildings to be erected thereon as 
the Council may think fit. 

56. The Urban Council of any town 
may, at the request of the owner or owners 
of any one or more estates or industrial 
entexprks situated within the town, in any 
case m which the Council is of opinion that 
the public interests would not otherwise 
just@ the ixmlmdon or maintenance of a 
road in such a locality, contract with such 
owner or owners for the construction or 
maintenance of a road for the service of the 
estate or estates, or the enterprise or  
enterprises in question, subject to the 
payment of such contribution towards the 
expenses  o f  such  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
maintenance as may be approved by the 
Council and subject to the condition that by 

55. I t  shall be lawful for the Urban 
Council of any town, without prejudice to 
any other powers vested in it, to do any of 
the following acts :- 

an appropriate instrument such road is 
constituted a public road and is vested in 
the  Counci l ,  and  a l l  such  agreed  
contributions shall be deemed to be special 
rates imposed upon the lands benefited, and 

(I) to water the streets ; shall be recoverable m the same manner as a 
rate imposed under this Ordinance, and all 

(2) to remove encroachments and the provisions of this Ordinance relating to 
obstructions in or upon any street rates shall apply thereto. 
or thoroughfare subject to the 
conditions that where the person 
responsible therefor is known to the 
Council, such action shall be taken 
by the Council only after notice has 
been given to him, and he fails to 
remove such encroachments or 
obstructions within such time as 
may be specified in the notice or 
with due diligence ; 

57. An Urban Council, or any two or 
more Urban Councils in combination, or 
any Urban Counci l  o r  Counc i l s  in  
combination with any Municipal Council. 
may, with the sanction of the Minister, by 
its own or their own officers, construct, 
maintain, and use, a tramway or tramways 
within the administrative limits of such 
Council or Councils. 

Roads for 
benefit of 
indlvldual 
property 
owners. 

Power to 
construct 
maintain 
tramways. 

and 

[g 4. I.aw4 01 (3) to paint up the names of streets and 
1975.1 the of houses Or 58. An Urban Council, or any two or Agreement 

on any private property ; more Urban Councils in combination, or With promoters 
for 

(4) to shut up and secure deserted 
any Urban Counci l  o r  Counc i l s  i n  
combination with any Municipal Council, tramways. houses ; 
may, with the sanction of the Minkter, enter 

(5) to recover in manner hereinafter 
provided the expenses incurred by 
any action taken under paragraphs 
(2) and (4) hereof h m  the person 
whose act or neglect shall have 
rendered such action necessary. 

Naming of 55A. The Minister shall, either of his 
streets. own motion or on application made in that 
154. I.aw 4 of 
1975.1 behalf by an Urban Council, determine the 

into an agmxmt, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance, with any 
promoter or promoters for the purpose of 
granting to such promoter or promoters the 
right to construct, maintain and use a 
t r a m w a y  o r  t r a m w a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  
administrative limits of the Council or 
Counc i l s ,  upon t h e  t e rms ,  f o r  t h e  
consideration, subject to the conditions, and 
in the manner specdied in such agreement. 
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Public 
vehicular 
communi- 
cations 

59. An Urban Council may, subject to 
such nrohibition or restriction as mav be 
imposed in respect thereof by any other'law, 
and, in so far as any principal thoroughfiue 
may be thereby affected, subject to the 
approval of the Minister in charge of the 
subject of Thoroughfares, organize and 
maintain, either by itself and its own 
officers, or by agteement with any promoter 
or promoters in the manner prescribed by 
section 58, any form of public vehicular 
communication other than a tramway for 
the service of the inhabitants of any area 
within the administrative limits of the 
Council. 

Houses in a 
rulnous and 
dangerous 
state. 

60. If any house, building, boundary 
wall or gateway adjoining any street or 
thoroughfare in any town, or anything 
affixed thereon, be deemed by the Urban 
Council of that town to be in a ruinous 
state, whether dangerous or not, or to be 
likely to fhll, the Council shall immediately, 
if it appears to be necessary, cause a proper 
hoarding or fence to be put up for the 
protection of persons using such street or 
thoroughfare, and shall cause notice in 
writing to be served on the owner or 
occupier forthwith to take down, secure, or 
repair such house, building, boundary wall, 
gateway or thing affixed thereon, as the case 

may require- 

Failure to 
comply with 
notlce. 

61. If any person, on whom a notice is 
served by or on behalf of an Urban Council 
under section 60, does not begin to comply 
with such notice within three days of the 
service thereof or does not complete the 
work with due diligence, the Council shall 
cause all or so much of the work as it may 
think necessary to be carried out, and all the 
expenses incurred by the Council shall be 
pa id  by such  person  and sha l l  be 
recoverable as hereinafter provided 

Sale 01 
materials 
ruinous 

6 2 .  If any house, building, or wall, or 
Of any part thereof be pulled down by any 

houses. 
Urban Council under section 61, the 
Council may sell the materials thereof, or so 
much of the materials as may have been 
taken down, and apply the proceeds of such 
sale in payment of the expenses incurred, 
and shall, on demand, pay any surplus 
arising from such sale to the owner of such 
house, building, or wall : 

Provided always that, in case no demand 
for such surplus is made within twelve 
months by any person entitled to make such 
demand, the Council shall be at liberty to 
pay the amount of such surplus to the credit 
of the local fund, and shall be freed from 
any liability to pay or answer for or in 
respect of such unclaimed surplus ; 

Provided, further, that the Council, 
notwithstanding that it may have sold such 
materials for the purposes aforesaid, shall 
have the same remedies for compelling the 
payment of so much of the expemes as may 
remain due after the application of the 
proceeds of the sale, as by this 0rdinauc.e 
are given to it for compelling the payment 
of the entirety of the expenses. 

MAIN I ENANCE AND REPAIR 

0 F THOROIIGHFARES 

63. It shall be lawful for the proper Proper offieern 

officer of the Urban Council of any town empowered to 
enter upon and for the servants, workmen, and land\ for 

labourem employed by or under him, at all repair. &C.. 01 

times, and with all necessary and proper thoroughfare. 

&ages, carts, animals and other means, to 
enter upon any land adjacent or near to any 
existing or intended thoroughfare within 
that town, and there severally to do and 
perform all acts, matters, and things 
necessary for the purpose of tracing, 
measuring, making, working, opening, 
altering, turning, repairing, clearing, 
i m p r o v i n g ,  o r  f e n c i n g  a n y  s u c h  
thoroughfare, or for building, excavating, 
repairing, clearin& or impmving any bridge, 
fence, drain, dam, or ditch thempn, or in 
any way connected therewith, or for 
performing any act, matter, or thing under 
the provisions of this Ordinance. 

64. It shall be lawful for the proper Power to take 
officer of the Urban Council of any town, materials. 

and for the servants, workmen, and 
labourem employed by or under him, at all 
m n a b l e  times, and with all necessary and 
proper carriages, animals, and other means, 
to search for, dig, cut, take, and carry away 
any water, timber, brushwood, stone, 
gravel, clay, or any other materials 
whatsoever, for the purpose of tracing, 
measuring, making, working, opening, 
altering, turning, repairing, clearing, 
improving, or fencing, or in any way 
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assisting in the tracing, measuring, making, 
working, opening, altering, turning, 
repairing, clearing, improving, or fencing 
any existing or intended thoroughfare in 
that town : or of building, excavating, 
repairin& cleating, or improving any bridge, 
fence. drain, dam, or ditch thereupon, or in 
any way connected therewith ; or for the 
construction or repair of any lines or any 
buildings whatsoever required on or near 
any such thoroughfare for the use of any 
officer as aforesaid, or any workmen, 
animals, carriages, persons, or things 
employed in his service, in and from any 
land adjacent or near to any such 
thoroughfare, and to carry away the same 
through the land of any person, without 
being deemed a trespasser : 

Provided that no such materials shall be 
dug for, cut, or taken away, upon or fiom 
any yard avenue to a house, or lawn or any 
inclosed garden, plantation, field, or wood, 
without the consent of the owner thereof, 
un less  su f f i c ien t  mater ia ls  cannot  
conven ien t ly  be ob ta ined  f rom the  
neighbouring waste lands or common or 
abandoned grounds, in which case the said 
officer may take any such materials where 
he can conveniently procure them : 

near thereto for the accommodation 
o f  s u c h  o f f i c e r ,  o r  f o r  t h e  
accommodation of the servants, 
workmen, labourers, animals, 
carriages, or things employed by 
him during the progress of the 
work : and 

( h )  to keep all such animals as may be 
employed by him duly tethered and 
stabled upon any lands near or 
adjacent thereto, and to continue so 
to keep the animals on such lands 
for such time as may be necessary : 

Provided that no such building shall be 
erected, nor any such animal kept on any 
land which is under cultivation or is situated 
in any area where there are neighbouring 
waste lands or common or abandoned 
grounds available for the purpose ; 

Provided, further, that reasonable 
compensation for any damage done to the 
land shall in all cases be made to the owner 
thereof 

66. In the tracing, measuring, making, 
working, opening, altering, turning, 
repairing, clearing, or improving of any 
existing or intended thoroughfare within 
any town, or building, excavating, repairing, 

Power to 
throw rubbish 
upon adjacent 
lands 

P r o v i d e d  a l s o  t h a t  r e a s o n a b l e  clearing, or improving any bridge, fence, 
drain, dam, or ditch thereupon or in any 

cornpeasation for all makriah so taken, and way connected therewith, it shall be lawful 
me damage done in *g and for the proper officer of any urban Council 

away the materials, shall be made to the of the town to throw upon any lands 
owner thereof; adjacent or near to the thoroughfare such 

Provided, further, that such officer shall 
rail or fence off any quarry or pit from 
which any such mateds may be taken, so 
that it may not be dangerous to any person 
or animal 

I'owerto erect 65. I t  shall be lawful for the proper 
huildines and officer of the Urban Council of any town 
keep cattle, &c. when tracing, measuring, making, working, 

opening, altering, turning, repairing, 
clearing, or improving any existing or 
intended thoroughfare within the town, or 
building, excavating, repairing, clearing, or 
improving any bridge, fence, drain, dam, or 
ditch thereupon or in any way connected 
therewith- 

(a) to make and erect temporary 
buildings on any land adjacent or 

earth, rubbish, or materials as it may be 
necessary to remove from the place of any 
such work : 

Provided that all earth, rubbish or  
materials thrown upon any such land by the 
proper officer shall be removed by him from 
such land within a reasonable time. 

67. I t  shall be lawful for the proper Power to make 

officer of the Urban Council of any town to "mPorar) 
road. make a t emporary  road  t h r o u g h  t h e  

grounds adjacent or near to any existing or 
intended thoroughfare in the town during 
the execution of any work thereupon or any 
work in any way connected therewith : 

Provided that such road shall not be 
made over  any  g round  whereon  a n y  
building stands or over an inclosed garden 
or yard 
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Power to cut 68. I t  shall be lawful for the proper 
trees. officer of the Urban Council of any town to 

cut and remove, and place upon any 
adjacent or neighbouring land, all trees, 
bushes, or shrubs, and all leaves or branches 
or roots of trees that shall grow in or 
overbang any thoroughtke within the town, 
or cause any obstruction therein, and for 
that purpose to enter upon any land or 
premises with such persons, animals, and 
instruments as may be necessary, and to 
proceed to do therein all  such things as may 
be necessary for the cutting, lopping, or 
removing of such trees, bushes, shrubs, 
leaves, branches, or roots : 

Provided that all trees, bushes, or shrubs, 
and all leaves or branches or roots of trees 
placed upon any such land by the proper 
officer shall be removed by him from such 
land within a reasonable time. 

Power to put 69. I t  shall be lawful for the proper 
up fences. officer of the Urban Council of any town to 

put up or make fences, hedges, ditches, 
drains, or banks by the side of any 
thoroughfare within the town, whenever to 
him it shall appear necessary, and the owner 
or occupier of each land adjoining such 
fences, hedges, ditches, drains, or banks 
shall and he is hereby required to keep them 
in good and substantial repair and order. 

Power to make 70. The proper officer of the Urban 
and keep open 
ditches, &C.. 

and to lay 
trunks, &c. 

- - 
Council of any town shall have power to 
make, scour, cleanse, and keep open all 
ditches, gutters, drains, or watercourses 
along any thoroughfare within the town, 
and also to make and lay such drains, 
watercourses, trunks, tunnels, plats, or 
bridges, as he may deem necessary for the 
protection, preservation, improvement, 
repair, or construction of any thoroughfare 

under repair, and for such time before the 
repairs are commenced and after the repairs 
are completed, as may be necessary for 
hcilitating the making of such repairs or for 
preventing damage to such m t l y  r e p a i d  
road, but he shall take due and reasonable 
precaution for preventing danger or injury 
to persons passing along such road. 

BUILDING ALONG THOROUGHFARES 

72. (1) It shall not be lawful for any Notice o f  
p e r  s on  t o  commence any building, intended 

building along 
boundary wall, gateway Or fence any thorouphfare. 
thoroughfare within any town, or to erect 
any temporary fence or inclosure on any 
such thoroughfare for the purpose of 
commencing or repairing any such building, 
boundary wall, or gateway without giving 
one calendar month's previous notice in 
writing to the Urban Council of that town. 

(2) Any person neglecting to give the 
notice prescribed by subsection (I), or to 
remove any building, boundary wall, 
gateway or fence erected without such 
notice when he is required in writing to do 
s o  by the  Urban Counc i l  under  t h i s  
subsection, shall be guilty of an offence, 
punishable with a fine not exceeding fifty 
rupees, and wi th  a fu r the r  f ine  n o t  
exceeding twenty rupees for each day he 
suffers or allows such building, boundary 
wall, gateway or fence to remain af€er he is 
required to remove it as aforesaid 

(3) It shall be lawful for the Urban 
Council to remove or cause to be removed 
any building, boundary wall, gateway, 
fence, or inclosure, commenced or erected 
without the notice prescribed by subsection 
(I), and to recover the costs of such removal 
in the manner provided in section 84 for the 
recovery of the costs therein mentioned. 

or intended thoroughfare, in and through (4) Nothing herein contained shall be 
any lands or grounds adjoining or lying near deemed to deprive any Uh Council of the 
t o  s u c h  t h o r o u g h f a r e  O r  i n tended  Dower. hereinafter conferred on such 
thoroughfare. Council, of removing any such building, 

boundary wall, gateway, fence, or inclosure, 
Power to lay 71. The proper officer of the Urban which may &tly be discovcrd to be 
stones9&c. Councilofanytownshallhavepowertolay an encroachment on a thoroughfare, 

and heap of stone or gravel, or any log of notwithstanding that no proceedings may 
w o o d ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  mat te r  or  th ing  have been taken by the Council on the 
whatsoever, upon any thoroughfare within notice given in respect of such building, 
the town, and to allow such matter to boundary wall, gateway, fence or inclosure 
remain there during the time such road is under subsection (1). 
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Erection of 73. (1) Nothing contained in section 72 
temporary shall be construed to prevent any public 
fences and 
inclosures. officer, duly authorized in that behalf, h 

making temporary use of any part of any 
thoroughfare for the public service, or to 
prevent the Urban Council of any town 
ftom grimting a licence to the inhabitants of 
the town for the erection of temporary 
fences and inclosures on any thoroughfare, 
in connexion with the building, pulling 
down, or repairing, of their houses and 
o ther  bu i ld ings ,  o r  f o r  t emporary  
decorations within the town, on such terms 
and conditions as the Council may deem 
proper, including conditions as to- 

(U) the length, breadth and height of such 
i n c l o m  ; 

(h) the space to be allowed for carriages 
and carts, or boats, to pass along 
the thor0ughfh-e ; and 

(C) the exhibition by the person obtaining 
such licence, daily between sunset 
and sunrise throughout the period 
during which the fence or inclosure 
is maintained or continued by him, 
of a light sufficient to indicate 
clearly the exact situation of the 
f e n c e  o r  i n c l o s u r e  o r  a n y  
obstruction caused thereby. 

(2) Every holder of a licence granted 
under subsection (1) who commits a breach 
of any of the conditions of such licence, and 
every person who removes or extinguishes 
any light placed and kept in accordance 
with the requirements of the conditions of 
such licence, shall be guilty of an offence, 
punishable with a fine not exceeding ten 
rupees. 

Building limits 74.  ( I )  Notwiths tanding anything 
along roads. con ta ined  in  the  Housing and Town 

Improvement Ordinance, it shall not be 
lawful for any person- 

(U) to erect any building, boundary wall 
o r  g a t e w a y  w i t h i n  a l i m i t  
(hereinafter referred to as the 
'' budding limit '3 of twenty-five feet 
from the centre of any road which 
is used or intended for vehicular 
traffic within any town and in 
respec t  o f  which s t r e e t  l ines  

providing for a roadway exceeding 
fifty feet in width have not been 
defined under section 19 of the 
Housing and Town Improvement 
Ordinance ; or 

(h) except under the authority of a 
licence granted by the Urban 
Council of the town, to re-erect or 
to make any addition to any such 
building, boundary wall or gateway 
withinsuchlitnit :  

Provided always that nothing in this 
subsection contained shall apply to any 
repairs effected in any building, boundary 
wall or gateway existing at the date of the 
constitution of the U h  Counal, or m the 
case of- 

(i) any street which is intended for foot 
traffic only and is not less than 
twenty feet in width ; or 

(ii) any back lane or other service passage 
which is intended only for the 
p u r p o s e s  o f  s c a v e n g i n g  o r  
conservancy or other special 
sanitary purpose and is not less 
than ten feet m width, 

where such street, lane or passage has been 
defined or approved by the Urban Council. 

For the purposes of the foregoing 
provisions of this subsection, U repairs " 
shall not be deemed to include any work of 
re-erection or reconstruction or the addition 
of any new part. 

(2) It shall be the duty of every Urban 
Council, within three years after the date of 
the constitution thereof or within such 
further period as may in the special 
circumstances of any case be allowed by the 
Minister- 

(U) to demarcate by pemanent marks the 
bui ld ing l imi t  prescr ibed by 
subsection ( l )  on every road 
referred to in that mbsedion ; 

(6) in the case of each road on which the 
b u i l d i n g  l i m i t  h a s  b e e n  s o  
demarcated, to ascertain and record 
the  value  o f  each bui lding,  
boundary wall, or gateway or part 
thereof situate or extending within 
such litnit ; and 
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(c) in the case of any road on which the 
bu i ld ing  l imi t  has  not  been 
demarcated, to ascertain and record 
t he  va lue  o f  each  bui lding,  
boundary wall or gateway in respect 
of which a licence under subsection 
( I) is granted by the Council for the 
purposes of any re-erection or 
addition. 

(3) The value of any building, boundary 
wall or gateway shall, for the purposes of 
subsection (2)- 

(a) be fixed by agreement between the 
Urban Council and the owner or 
owners of the building, boundary 
wall or gateway ; or 

(h) where it is not so fixed by agnxment, 
be determined by the arbitration of 
two arbitrators, one nominated by 
t he  owne r  o r  owne r s  o f  the  
building, boundary wall or gateway, 
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  b y  t he  Urban  
Council, or if such arbitrators 
cannot agree upon the said value, 
by an umpire chosen jointly by the 
two arbitrators. 

(4) In determining the value of any 
building, boundary wall or gateway or any 
part thereof for the purposes of subsection 
(2). the following principles shall be 
followed : 

(a) where any building, boundary wall or 
gateway, or any part thereof the 
removal of which would render the 
remaining part useless, is situated 
within the building limit of any 
road, and where, for that reason, at 
the time of the widening of the road 
the removal of the entire building, 
boundary wall or gateway will 
become necessary, the value of the 
entire building, boundary wall or 
gateway shall be determined ; and 
such value shall be the difference 
between the market value of the 
premises, that is to say, of the 
building, boundary wall or gateway 
together with the land attached 
t h e r e t o ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
demarcation of the building limit, 
and the market value at that time of 
the land as distinct from the 
bu i l d ing ,  boundary  wal l  o r  
gateway ; 

(h) where only a part of a building, 
boundary  wa l l  o r  ga t eway  i s  
situated within the building limit of 
any road, and after the severance 
and removal of such part the 
remaining part will be capable of 
adaptation either to the original 
purpose of the building, boundary 
wall or gateway or to any other 
purpose permitted by law, the value 
of the part within h e  building limit 
shall alone be determhed ; and such 
value shall be the aggregate of- 

(i) the estimated cost of the 
severance and removal of that 
part of the building, boundary 
wall or gateway ; and 

(ii) the estimated cost, in the case of 
a building, of adapting the 
part of the building which will 
then remain to the purpose for 
which the building is used at 
the time of the demarcation of 
the building limit, and in the 
case of a boundary wall or 
gateway, of completing such 
additions or repairs as may be 
necessary ; 

(c) where, at the time of the demarcation 
of the building limit on any road, 
the value of any buildmg, boundary 
wall or gateway is found to have 
been i n d  by any alteration or 
improvement  e f fec ted  i n  t h e  
building, boundary wall or gateway 
after the date of the constitution of 
t h e  U r b a n  C o u n c i l ,  t h e n  
notwithstanding that the alteration 
or improvement may have been 
authorized by a licence under 
subsection ( I ) ,  the amount of the 
increase shall not be taken into 
account unless the alteration or 
bpmvernent was necessary for the 
maintenance o f  the  bu i ld ing ,  
boundary wall or gateway in a 
proper state of repair : 

*Provided that for the purposes 
of paragraph (c-) of this subsection 
the date of the constitution of any 
IJrban Counci l  which i s  t he  

* Proviso to srct~on 246 (2) transposed. 



URBAN C O U N C I L S  

Power ol 
Minister to 
modif) 
building limit. 

successor of any Urban District 
Council constituted under any 
repealed enactment shall be deemed 
t o  be t h e  ac tua l  da te  of the  
constitution of such Urban District 
Council. 

(5) Every award or agreement made or 
entered into, as the case may be, under 
subsection (3) in respect of the value of any 
building, boundary wall or gateway or part 
thereof, shall specify the particular 
paragraph or paragraphs of subsection (4) 
in  accordance  wi th  which the  value  
aforesaid was fixed or determined. 

(6) The value of each building, boundary 
wall or gateway or part thereof situate 
within a building limit, fmed or determined 
as provided in subsection (3) shall be 
recorded in the office of the Urban Council 
together with all agreements or awards by 
which the value so recorded may be v d e d .  

(7) For the purpose of demarcating the 
buildmg h i t  of any road it shall be M 
for any officer, servant or workman of the 
Urban Council to enter upon any private 
land adjoining the road and to erect 
permanent marks at convenient places, 
taking all such precautions as may be 
necessary to ensure that as little damage as 
p o s s i b l e  i s  c a u s e d  t o  t h e  l a n d .  
Compensation shall be paid by the Council 
for any damage so occasioned 

(8) Where the building limit of any road 
has been demarcated under this section, 
nothing in any of the other provisions of 
this Ordinance shall be deemed to preclude 
the Urban Council from letting or leasing 
any part of the road not included within 
such building limit for the purpose of 
affording building facilities along the road, 
or from using or permitting the use of any 
such part for any public purpose. 

(9) Nothing in this section shall apply to, 
or in the case of, any road in respect of 
which street lines providing for a roadway 
exceeding fifty feet in width have been 
defined under section 19 of the Housing and 
Town Improvement Ordinance. 

75. ( I) Upon application made in that 
behalf by the owner or occupier of any 
property affected by the building limit 

specified in section 74, it shall be lawfid for 
the Minister, by Notification published in 
the Gazette, to modify the building limit in 
respect of the road, or the part of a road 
upon which such property abuts ; and for 
the purposes of the provisions of this 
Ordinance relating to the building limit 
along roads, the building limit along such 
road or part of a road shall be the building 
limit so modified by the Minister. 

(2) Where after the values of the 
buildings, boundary walls or gateways or 
part thereof situated within the building 
limits of any road are ascertained and 
recorded by an Urban Council, the Minister 
modifies the building limit under subsection 
(I) in respect of the whole road or any part 
thereof, it shall be the duty of the Council to 
vary or adjust the values so recorded in such 
manner as may be rendered necessary by 
such d c a t i o n  of the building limit ; and 
every variation or adjustment of such values 
shall be made in accordance with the 
provisions of section 74. 

76. (1) It shall be a condition of any 
licence granted by an Urban Council under 
section 74 for the reerection of or for any 
addition to any building, boundary wall or 
gateway within the building limit of any 
road that in the event of the land on which 
the building, boundary wall or gateway is 
s i tua ted  being acqu i red  a t  any  t ime  

Condition 
to he attached 
to all licences 
under section 
74. 

themafter for the purpose of the widening of 
the road, the compensation payable in 
respect of such building, boundary wall or 
gateway shall be determined in accordance 
with the provisions of section 78. 

(2) (a) Full particulars of every licence 
containing a condition of the description set 
out in subsection (I), and of the land and 
the building, boundary wall or gateway to 
which the condition relates, shall be e n w  
by the Council in a register to be kept for 
that purpose at the office of the Council, 
and the Chairman shall cause a certified 
copy of the entry so made in respect of each 
land and building, boundary wall or 
gateway, and the conditions of the licence 
relating thereto, to be regktered in the office 
of the Registrar of Lands. The Registrar of 
Lands shall register all such copies free of 
any charge or duty. 
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entire building, boundary wall or 
g a t e w a y  in  accordance  wi th  
subsection (4) (a) of that section, 
the value assigned to that part of 
the building, boundary wall or 
gateway, as distinct from the land 
acquired, shall be the value so 
recorded or the market value of the 
entire building, boundary wall or 
g a t e w a y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
acquisition, whichever is the less, 
and for the purpose aforesaid, such 
market value shall be the difference 
between the market value of the 
entire building, boundary wall or 
gateway together with the land 
attached thereto, at the time of the 
acquisition, and the market value at 
that time of the land so attached as 
distinct from the entire building, 
boundary wall or gateway ; 

where only a part of the building or of 
any boundary wall or gateway is 
situated within the building limit 
and the value recorded under 
section 74 is the value of that part 
in accordance with subsection (4) 
(b) of that section, the value 
a s s i g n e d  t o  t h a t  pa r t  o f  the  
building, boundary wall or gateway, 
as distinct from the land acquired, 
shall be the value so recorded or the 
value of the part of the building, 
boundary wall or gateway within 
the building limit at the time of the 
acquisition, whichever is the less, 
and for the purpose aforesaid, such 
value shall be the aggregate of- 

(i) the &mated cost of the 
severance and removal of that 
part of the building, boundary 
wall or gateway at that time ; 
and 

(ii) the e b t e d  cost, in the case of 
a building, of adapting at that 
time the part of the building 
which will then remain to the 
p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  
building is used at that time, 
and m the case of a 
boundary wall or gateway, of 
completing at that time such 
additions or repairs as may be 
necessary ; 

(d) no compensation shall be allowed in 
respect of any building, boundary 
wall or gateway which at any time 
after the date of the constitution of 
the Council has been erected in 
contravention of section 74 or re- 
erected or added to without the 
licence requued by that section ; 

(e) the value assigned to the land as 
distinct from the buildings thereon 
shall be the market value of the 
land at the time of the acquisition ; 

V) where the land is only a portion of any 
premises belonging to any one 
person or group of persons- 

(i) if the lemaining portion of such 
premises is of t3uEcient depth 
to admit of its being used as a 
site for a building of the same 
character a s  the  bu i ld ing  
which is to be acquired, the 
market value assigned to the 
land shall be one-half of the 
value at that time of similar 
land in the vicinity possessing 
a road hntage ; and 

(ii) if the remaining portion of such 
premises is not of sufficient 
d e p t h  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
mentioned in paragraph (i), 
the market value assigned to 
the land shall be the value at 
that time of similar land m the 
vicinity possessing a road 
h t a g e  ; 

(g) regard shall be had to any increase, in 
the value of any other land or 
building belonging to the same 
owner or owners, which is likely to 
accrue from any widening of the 
r o a d  c a r r i e d  o u t  a f t e r  t h e  
acquisition of the land or the 
demolit ion of any bui lding,  
boundary wall or gateway situated 
thereon ; 

(h) no additional compensation shall be 
allowed in respect of the compulsory 
natm of the acquisition whether in 
the case of the building or in the 
case of the land 
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(2) In any case referred to in paragraph 
V) (ii) of su tsec tion ( 1). the owner shall 
have the option of requiring the Urban 
Council to acquire the entirety of his 
premises at the rate at which the portion 
which the Council originally proposed to 
acquire was valued under that paragraph. 

Power of 79. The Urban Council of a town may, 
Iorhan at the request of any person whose right to 
to acquirc 

land build upon any land abutting upon a road 
for owner ot' within that town is Meted by the building 
land limit demarcated upon that road, and who 
huilding limit. desires to erect a building upon the land, 

acquire for such owner at his expense any 
land, situate at  the rear of such first- 
mentioned land and of sufficient extent to 
afford him building facilities of the same 
nature as he would have enjoyed but for 
such restriction. All lands required for any 
such purpose shall be deemed to be required 
for a public purpose, and the provisions of 
section 78 shall apply to the valuation of 
such land. 

Power to 80.  (I)  Whenever it appears to any 
demand Urban Council that any building, inclosure, 
production 01 
title deed,. or obstruction has been raised or made in 

any thoroughfare under the control of the 
Urban Council, or on any waste or other 
land immediately adjoining such, road .and 
belonging to the State, it shall be lawful for 
the Urban Council by written notice served 
on the person claiming to be the owner of 
the premises on which such building, 
inclosure, or obstruction has been raised or 
made, to demand the production of every 
deed, document, and instrument upon 
which such person founds such claim. 

(2) In any of the following cases, that is 
to say 

(a) where the occupier of any premises, 
not being himself the alleged owner, 
refuses to give full information 
respecting the name and residence 
of the alleged owner upon being 
requested so to do by the IJrban 
Council : or 

(h) where the alleged owner of any 
premises refuses to produce within 
ten days, after being requested so to 
do, every deed, document, and 

instrument upon which he founds 
his claim to the premises and which 
is in his possession ; or 

( 1 ' )  where the alleged owner of any 
premises, not being in possession of 
any such deed, document, or  
instrument refuses to give full 
information to the ~ rba ;  Council, 
upon being requested so to do, of 
the name and residence of the 
person in whose possession they 
are : or 

(0 where any person having in his 
p o s s e s s i o n  a n y  s u c h  d e e d ,  
document, or instrument refuses to 
produce it within ten days after 
having been requested so to do in 
writing by the U h  Council, 

every such occupier, alleged owner, or 
person so refusing shall be guilty of an 
offence, punishable with a fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees. 

81. ( 1 )  Every deed, documen t  o r  I)emz~ndof 
instrument the production of which is production of' 

deed to include demanded by an Urban Council under powuro. 
section 80 shall be produced on the premises ,,,,ination, 
to which it relates, or at such other place as 
the Urban Council may require ; and the 
power given by that section to demand the 
production thereof, shall be deemed to 
i n c l u d e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  s u c h  
examination and copies of such deeds, 
documents, and instruments as  may be 
necessary. 

(2) Every person refusing or failing to 
pemit any person authorized by the Urban 
Council to examine any deed, document, or 
instrument, or to take copies thereof, shall 
be guilty of an offence punishable with a 
fine not exceeding fifty ~pees. 

82. In any case referred to in section 80 Power t o  make 
(I), it shall be lawful for any person survey of 
authorized thereto by the Urban Council to premises. 
make such survey of the premises, on which 
the building, inclosure, or obstruction has 
been raised or made, as may be necessary to 
enable the Urban Council to ascertain 
whether an encroachment has been made 
thereby upon any thoroughfare or on any 
State land adjoining a thomughfiue, and for 
the purposes of such survey to enter upon 
such premises and upon any other premises 
whatsoever which it may in his opinion be 
necessary to enter. 
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proof of right 83. (1) Whenever i t  appears to any 
apparent Urban Council that the line of any 

encroachment 
to , thoroughfare under the control of the 
the owner. Council has been altered without proper 

authority, or has been stopped up, or 
obstructed, or encroached upon, the 
Council shall give notice in writing to the 
occupier of the land from off which the 
thoroughfm is alleged or suspected to have 
been turned, or upon which such stoppage 
or obstruction or encroachment is alleged or 
suspected to have been made, that a survey 
of the premises has been made by the 
direction of the Counal, and is open to the 
inspection of such occupier at a place to be 
mentioned in the notice, and that unless 
within one month from the service of the 
notice he, or the person under whom he 
holds, takes legal for 
establishing his title to such land, and for 
preventing the removal of any such 
obstruction or encroachment, the Council 
will proceed with the removal thereof in 
manner provided by section 84. 

(2) If no legal proceedings are taken 
within the time specified m subsection (1) or 
being taken are not duly p~usecuted, it shall 
be the duty of the Council to cause any such 
o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  encroachment  t o  be 
forthwith removed as provided by section 
84. 

(3) Where legal proceedings are taken, it 
shall be incumbent on the party ciarrmng to 
be the owner of the land hm off which the 
line of any thoroughfare is alleged to have 
been altered or turned, or upon which the 
stoppage or obstruction or encroachment is 
alleged to have been made, to prove his title 
to such land. 

R ~ M I  of 84. (1) It shall be lawful for any Urban 
obstructions Or Council, through any person authorized by 
encroachments. 

the Council in that behalf, to give order 
verbally, or by notice in writing, to any 
person obstructing or encroaching upon any 
thoroughfare under the control of the 
Council, forthwith to remove or abate the 
obstruction or encroachment ; and if any 
person to whom such order is given re- 
or neglects to comply therewith within a 
reasonable time, or, if there be any doubt as 
to who is the proper person to whom such 
order should be given, after such notice has 

been affixed for a reasonable time to such 
obstruction or encroachment, it shall be 
lawful for the Council to cause any such 
obs t ruc t ion  o r  e n c r o a c h m e n t  t o  b e  
forthwith removed or abated. 

(2) For the purpose of removing or 
abating any obstruction or encroachment 
under subsection (1) it shall be lawful for 
the  Urban Counc i l ,  o r  a n y  p e r s o n  
authorized in writing by the Council to 
enter into any house, garden, inclosure, or 
other premises, together with such persons 
and with such implements and materials as 
may be necessary, and to proceed to do or 
take therein or cause to be done or taken all 
such acts or measures as may be necessary 
for such removal or abatement. 

(3) The costs incurred by the Urban 
Council in the removal or abatement of any 
obstruction or encroachment shall be 
payable by the person whose failure to 
comply with an order under subsection (1) 
caused such costs to be incurred : and such 
costs, where they are not paid by such 
person on demand, shall be d e d  by the 
Chairman of the Council to the Magktmte's 
Court* having jurisdiction over the area 
where such person resides and shall be 
recovered by that court in like manner as a 
fine imposed by the court. All moneys so 
recovered shall be paid by the court into the 
local fimd of the Council. 

(4) Where the removal or abatement of 
any obstruction or encroachment is effected 
after the due production of all deeds, 
documents, and instruments affecting the 
title to such premises, and such premises are 
nevertheless adjudged to be the property of 
the party laying claim to the same, such 
party shall be entitled to compensation from 
the Urban Council for all toss and injury 
occasioned thereby ; but if the party 
claiming to be the owner of such premises 
shall refuse or neglect to produce all such 
deeds, documents, and instruments, or if 
such deeds, documents, and instruments 
shall not be produced within ten days after 
application in that behalf, and any such 
Urban Council shall nevertheless have 
caused the removal of such building, 
inclosure, or encroachment, then, in the 
event of such premises being adjudged to be 

* Vide also Section 32 of the Judicature Act. 
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Destroying 
milestone. 
bridge, &c 

the properly of the party claiming to be the 
owner thereof, such party shall not be 
entitled to any compensation for any loss or 
injury occasioned thereby. 

*SS. Every person who- 

(1) wilfully or negligently destroys, pulls 
up, defaces, throws down, breaks, 
or injures any milestone, mile-post, 
demarcation stone, demarcation 
post, lamp-post, or direction post, 
or any bridge, culvert, parapet, 
arch, wall, dam, drain, sluice, lock, 
bank, abutment, mound, prop, 
post, lamp, railing, chain, or fence 
belonging to any thoroughfare, or 
erected at or near any pit or quarry 
opened or used for getting road 
materials ; or 

(2) wilfully and unnecessarily removes 
any fence, post, stone, log, or other 
thing laid or erected by the 
d i r ec t i on  of  any  competen t  
a u t h o r i t y  o n  o r  i n  a n y  
thoroughfare, for the temporary 
prevention of the use thereof, or for 
preventing danger or injury to 
persons passing along the same 
whilst undergoing repair ; or 

(3 )  wi thout  the  permiss ion  of  a 
competent authority, gathers or 
heaps up, or takes away, any 
stones, gravel, sand, or other 
material, or any slutch, dirt, drift, 
or soil h m  any thoroughfare ; or 

(4) leads or drives any elephant, ox, 
horse, pig, or other animal or any 
vehicle from or off or on or into 
any thoroughfire in such manner as 
to cause injury to the thoroughfare 
or shall suffer any such animal to 
damage the thoroughfare ; or 

(5) being the owner or occupier of any 
land contiguous to any road, suffers 
the passage through or into his land 
of the water from such road, or 
from any ditch or drain leading 

therefrom, to be obstructed, or  
suffers any water, filth, or other 
substance or thing to flow or run 
from such land or house into or 
upon any such road, or suffers any 
accumulation of dirt or rubbish in 
any drain opposite to his house or 
land to impede the flow of water; 
or 

(6) without the previous consent of the 
Urban Council, by any act on his 
land interferes with the fire passage 
of water along or h m  any drain or 
culvert of any road ; or 

(7 )  hau ls  o r  d r a w s  u p o n  a n y  
thoroughfare any timber, stone, or 
other thing, otherwise than upon a 
wheeled carriage, or suffers any 
timber, stone, or other thing carried 
pr inc ipa l ly  o r  i n  pa r t  upon  a 
wheeled carriage to drag or trail 
upon such thoroughfare to the 
damage thereof ; or 

(8) makes or causes to be made any 
dam, ditch, drain, or watercourse 
upon or across, or otherwise breaks 
up, or injures, the surface of any 
road ; or 

(9) erects, sets up, lays down, or 
constructs, either permanently or 
temporarily in, along, under, or  
over any thoroughfare, any post, 
pillar, lamp, wire, pipe, rails or 
other plant, material, or  works 
without the permission of the 
Urban Council, or otherwise than 
in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of such pamission ; or 

(10) attaches additions to his house so as 
to project over the outer edge of the 
side drain of any road, or by means 
of temporary supports or otherwise 
exposes goods or wares of any 
description over any portion of a 
road or its side drain, or by causing 
carts to be loaded or unloaded in 
front of his dwelling in any way 
injures the side dt-ain, 

shall be guilty of an offence pua&ible with 
a fine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

Primary Court has exclusive jurisdiction under Section 33 of the Judicature Act read with Gazette 
Extraordinary No. 43 '4 of 1979-07-02. 
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Using new 86.  Upon the construction of a new 
road for thorougbfare or unon the execution of any 
certain time 

repair to an existing thoroughfare, it shall 
be lawful for the Urban Council having 
control of such thoroughfare, by notice 
exhibited upon or so as to be visible from 
the thoroughfare, to prohibit the riding or 
driving of any animal or vehicle on the 
thoroughfare for a specified period not 
exceeding one month after the completion 
of the work of construction or repair; and 
every person doing any act in contravention 
of such notice shall be &ty of an offence 
punishable with a fine not exceeding fifty 
rupees. 

Owner or 87. If the owner or occupant of any 
h o u s e  o r  p r e m i s e s  a d j o i n i n g  a n y  

to have bridge, 
k,.. drain thoroughfare, by the side of which a drain 
leading to his has been made or excavated, requires means 
house. of access to such house or premises from 

such thoroughfare, he shall be bound to 
place over the drain, to the satisfaction of 
the Urban Council, a bridge, platform, or 
arch, which shall in no case cover less than 
three feet of the length of such drain ; and it 
shall be lawful for the Urban Council on 
being satisfied that any person has access 
from such thoroughfare to any house or 
premises so situated and that such bridge, 
platform, or arch should be provided, to call 
upon the owner or occupant of the house or 
premises forthwith to construct such bridge, 
platform or arch, and if he fails to do so 
within a reasonable time, to cause the work 
to be done, and to recover the costs thereof 
in the manner provided by section 84 of the 
recovery of the costs therein mentioned. 

that such measures shall be taken by the 
Urban Council, and that the costs thereof 
shall be recovered in the manner provided in 
section 84 for the recovery of the costs 
therein mentioned. 

89. (1) It shall be the duty of every Damage to 
person who proposes to undertake any such 

through operations for clearing, dmimng, or opening clearing, 
up any land in the vicinity of any draining, or 
thomqhfim as are likely to cause injury to opening UP 

neighbouring the thoroughfare, or to impair the condition ,,,d. 

thereof by reason of any outflow or 
increased outflow of water or silt- 

(a) to give notice in writing to the Urban 
C o u n c i l  o f  h i s  p r o p o s e d  
operations ; and 

(h) in addition to such measures as may 
be taken by the Urban Council, to 
take at his own expense all such 
measures as may be reasonably 
necessary to prevent such injury to 
or such impairment of the condition 
of such thorough fa^. 

(2) Any person who undertakes any of 
the operations r e f d  to in subsection (1) 
without giving the notice required by that 
subsection, or who otherwise makes default 
in compliance with the requirements 
thereof, shall be q n s i b l e  for any damage 
occasioned by such opt ions ,  and for any 
expenses in- by the Urban Council for 
the purpose of preventing or remedying any 
damage tha t  may be  o c c a s i o n e d  o r  
apprehended in consequence of such 
operations, and the amount of any such 
damage or expenses may be recovered in 

Allowing trees *88. Any person who allows any tree, 
to grow in such upon anva p m i s s  of which he is the owner 

manner provided in section 84 for the 
a way as to recovery of the costs therein mentioned 
iniure or of which he is in occupation, to grow in 
thoroughfares. such a way as to cause injury to any 

thoroughfare, after the service of a notice SlllSANCES 0 N THOROliGHFARFS. &c 

upon him by the Urban Council calling 
u p o n h u n t o  take the necessarymeasuresto * 9 0 . ( 1 ) E v e r y p e r s o n w h o w i t h i n a  O f f e n c e s .  
abate such injury, and after the expiration town turns loose or suffers to be turned 
of such reasonable time as may be specified loose any elephant, ox, buffalo, horse, 
in the notice for the putpose, shall be &ty sheep, goat, or other animal on to or into 
of an offence, punishable with a fine not any thoroughfare, or so that it makes its 
exceeding fifty rupees, and in any such case way on to or into any t h o r o u ~  ; or ties 
the Magistrate* before whom the offender is or tethers or suffers to be tied or tethered 
convicted may, in default of the necessary any animal of any description in any 
measures being taken by the offender, d k t  manner which permits it to make its way on 

* Primary Court has exclusive jurisdiction under Section 33 of the Judicature Act read with Gazette 
Extraordinary No. 4314 of 1979-07-02. 
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to or into any thoroughfare, unless such 
animal is so tied or tethered during the time 
required for loading or unl* it, or for 
the l o a m  or unl* of any cart or boat 
to which it may belong, shall be gdty of an 
offence punishable with a fine not excedq  
wnrpees: 

Provided that where any such animal is 
found on or in any thoroughfare, or tied or 
tethered in such a way that it can make its 
way on to or into any thoroughfare, such 
animal shall be deemed to have been turned 
loose, or suffered to be turned loose, or to 
have been tied or tethered, or suffaed to be 
tied or tethered, as the case may be, by the 
owner thereof, unless he satisfies the court 
to the con-. 

(2) The owner of any pig found tied, 
straying, burrowing or wallowing in any 
road or canal within a town shall be gdty 
of an offence punishable with a fine not 
exceedjng five rupees ; and it shall be lawlid 
for any person to seize or shoot or otherwise 
destroy any pig that he may find tied, 
straying, burrowing, or wallowing in any 
such road or canal ; and such person may, if 
he choose, take such pig to any peace or 
police officer of the area in which the 
offence was committed, and such officer 
shall forthwith sell the pig, and pay the 
proceeds of such sale to such person. 

(3) Every person who within a town - 
(a) hangs up or otherwise exposes any 

mats, clothes, or any substances of 
any nature whatever on or at the 
side of any road in a manner 
calculated to obstruct the use of the 
road ; 

(h) leaves or permits to be left, on any 
road any cart or other carriage, 
without the oxen, horses or other 
animal being yoked or harnessed 
thereto, unless such cart or Wriage 
has accidentally broken down there, 
and, in case of such accident, for a 
longer time than may be necessary 
for its removal ; 

(c) suffers any vehicle to remain in any 
road between a quarter of an hour 
after sunset and a quarter of an 
hour before sunrise without having 

attached thereto the lights required 
by the Vehicles Ordinance, or the 
Motor Traflic Act ; 

(4 leaves any boat or raft in any canal in 
such a way as to obstruct the use of 
such canal ; 

(C) lays or throws any stones, bricks, raft, 
timber, sand, lime, dung, straw, 
rubbish, or scourings of any ditch 
or drain, or other article or thing, 
on or in any road, river, or canal, 
and allows such article or thing to 
remain there, except for such period 
as may be absolutely necessary for 
the removal thereof; 

(1) leads or drives on any road any cart or 
other carriage with timber, boards, 
iron, or other goods so that either 
end of any such goods projects 
beyond the wheels or sides thereof; 

(g) encroaches on any thoroughfare by 
making or causing to be made any 
building, platform, hedge, ditch or 
fence, or other obstruction upon or 
in any tlloro- ; 

(h) after having blocked or stopped any 
cart or other carriage in going up or 
down a hill or r i s i i  ground, causes 
or suffers to be or & on any 
road the stone, timber, or other 
thing with which such catt or other 
carriage may have been blocked or 
stopped ; 

(i) in any manner wilfully prevents any 
other person, or any carriage, boat, 
ra f t .  o r  othcr conveyance undcr 
his carc. from passing along any 
thoroughfare, 

shall be gdty of an offence punishable with 
a tine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

(4) Every person who within a town 
places or continues any kraal or fence or 
any other obstruction in any canal or river 
so as to impede or in any way interfke with 
the convenient navigation thereof, shall be 
guilty of an offence punishable with a fine 
not excedmg fifty rupees. It shall be l a d  
for the Urban Council to cause any such 
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Seizure of 
stray cattle. 

kraal, fence, or obstruction so placed or 
continued to be pulled up or otherwise 
destroyed, and to recover the cost thereof in 
the manner provided in section 84 for the 
recovery of the costs therein mentioned 

91. (I) It shall be lawful for any person 
thereto authorized by the Chairman of the 
Urban Council of a town to seize any ox, 
buffalo, horse, sheep, goat or pig which he 
may find tied, tethered, or straying on or 
abou t  any  thoroughfa re  wi thin  the  
administrative limits of the town, unless 
such animal belongs to any cart or boat to 
which it is tied or tethered whilst the cart or 
boat is being loaded or unloaded, and to 
place every animal so seized in the pound 
established by the Council for the purpose. 

(2) No animal seized under subsection (I) 
shall be delivered to the owner thereof 
unless upon payment of the sum of one 
rupee, or such other sum as the Council 
may by resolution fix, h m  time to time, for 
the use of the person by whom the animal 
may have been seized, and of a Mer sum 
of thirty cents for each day during which the 
animal may have been kept in the pound. 

(3) If no person claims any animal placed 
in the pound or pays the dues reqmed by 
subsection (2) within ten days after the 
seizure of the animal, it shall be lawful for 
the Council to sell it by public auction, and 
after payment of two rupees, or such other 
sum as the Council may by resolution fix, 
from time to time, to the person by whom 
the animal was seized and of a sum 
calculated at the rate of fifteen cents a day 
for the custody and maintenance of the 
animal in the pound, to pay any balance of 
the proceeds of such sale into the local fund 
established by the Council, and if such 
balance is not claimed and payment thereof 
is not obtained by any person entitled 
thereto within a period of one year h m  the 
date of the sale, to pay such balance into the 
local fund 

(4) The provisions of this section shall 
have effect in every town to which this 
O r d i n a n c e  a p p l i e s ,  no twi ths tand ing  
anything contained in the Animals Act 

*92. Any person who removes any Interference 
animal from the lawful custody of any with cattle 

sc~drs  or plg person authorized to seize it under section ,,i,,,,. 

91, or under subsection (2) of section 90, or 
who in any way molests or obstructs such 
person in the exercise or discharge of his 
powers or duties, shall be guilty of an 
offence, and shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a Magistrate,* be 
liable to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

SPECIAL USER OF THOROUGHFARES 

93.  Any Urban Council may, from time Power of  
to time, and either independently or in Urban 

to authorize combination with any other Urban Council, the user 
subject to the terms of any special public  
enactment in that behalf, enter into an thoroughfares 

for special' agreement with any person or body of 
persons or any local authority constituted 
by law (hereinafter referred to as " the 
promoters '7, to authorize such promoters, 
for the purpose of any system of tramways, 
of any supply of gas, electrical energy, 
water, or other public service, or any private 
enterprise or object, to make such user of 
thoroughfares under the control of the 
Council other than principal thoroughfares, 
t o  m a k e  s u c h  u s e r  o f  p r i n c i p a l  
thoroughhres with the prior approval of the 
Minister charged with the subject of 
thoroughfares, and to execute al l  such 
works and to set up or maintain all such 
erections or plant themm or therein as may 
in the opinion of the Council be necessary 
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
establishment or maintenance or the 
modification or development of such public 
service or such enterprise or object. 

94. ( I )  For the p u r p o s e  o f  a n y  
agreement referred to in section 93, and for 
the purpose of securing the observance of 
the respective rights and obligations of the 
pub l ic ,  t h e  Urban  Counc i l  and  t h e  
promoters in connexion with any public 
service or any private enterprise or object to 
which the agreement relates, the Urban 
Council (except in so far as provision is 
made by any special enactment in that 
behalf) may make by-laws- 

(a) authorizing the promoters and their 
agents, servants or workmen, or the 
agents, servants, or workmen of 

* Primary Court has exclusive jurisdiction under Section 33 of the Judicature Act read with Gazette 
Extraordinary No. 4314 of 19794742. 
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the Council, subject to such (2) No by-law under this section shall 
conditions as may be prescribed in authorize or empower any entry to be made, 
the by-laws- any material or plant to be erected or 

deposited, or any work to be executed upon 
(i) to break up the soil, metal, and any building or land which is not vested in 

pavement of any thoroughfare the Council, without the consent of the 
vested in the Council ; owners and occupiers thereof first had and 

obtained. 
(ii) to open and break up any 

(iii) 

sewers, drains, or tunnels 
w i t h i n  o r  u n d e r  s u c h  
thorn* ; 

to erect, set up, or lay down, 
e i t h e r  p e r m a n e n t l y  o r  
temporarily in, along, under, 
or over such thoroughfare, 
any post, pillar, lamp, wire, 
pipe, rails or other plant, 
material, or works ; 

95. (1) Where it appears to any Urban 
Council that, having regard to the average 
expense of maintaining thoroughfares in 
the neighbourhood, extraordinary expenses 
have been incurred by the Council in 
maintaining any thoroughfare of which it 
has control, by reason of the damage caused 
or likely to be caused by the carriage of any 
excessive weight or the passing of any 
extraordinary traffic thereon, the Council 
shall be entitled to recover h m  any person - - 

(iv) to alter the position of any whose a r k  or in c o q e n k  of whose 

public line, wire, or other such weight or traffic was b e d  or 

apparatus or plant in or about caused, the amount of such expenses as may 
such thoroughfare for the be proved to the satisfaction a CO-t 

purpose of any other public court to have been incurred by the Council 

service ; by reason of the damage arising or likely 
to arise from such excessive weight or 

m) req-g the prnmom to do as lide extraordinary traffic, or, where more than 

damage as may be in the one PeI-son is mpcmsible for such excessive 
of the powers granted by the said weight or e m -  W C ,  may recover 

by-laws, and to make compensation each of such such 
for any damage which may be done of the amount of the expenses so in- 

in the execution of such powers ; as in the opinion of the court may fairly be 
assigned to him. 

(c )  requiring the promoters to complete 
any work which they may be 
authorized to execute under such 
by-laws with all convenient speed, 
and to reconstruct, repair or restore 
any thoroughfare, sewer, drain, 
tunnel, or any plant or apparatus 
which they may be authorized to 
remove, alter or interfere with in 
pursuance of such by-laws ; 

(4 requiring the promoters to remove 
and carry away all rubbish 
occasioned by their operations, and 
to cause proper precaution to be 
taken for the safety of the public in 
connexion therewith ; 

(e) prohibiting any interference with or 
obstruction to any operations 
authorized by any by-law under this 
section. 

(2) Any person against whom expenses 
are or may be recoverable by an Urban 
Council under this section may enter into an 
agreement with the Council for making 
payment to the Council by way of 
composition in respect of such weight or 
traffic and, where payment is  made in 
accordance with such agreement, no 
proceedings under this section shall be 
instituted or maintained against such 
person. 

(3) Proceedings for the recovery of any 
expenses under this section shall be 
commenced within twelve months of the 
time at which such expenses were incurred, 
or where any expenses incurred are the 
consequence of any particular contract or 
work extending over a long period, shall be 
commenced not later than six months after 
the completion of the contract or work. 

Expenses 
caused by 
extraonlimy 
MC. 
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Powers 
conferred on 
officers in 
charge of 
public works 
by whom to 
be exercised. 

Survey by 
proper officer 
to be 
conclusive 
evidence. 

Compensation 
for injury to 
property by 
aut hori7ed 
officers. 

Arbitration. 

POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF OFFICERS, &C 

96. In respect of all thoroughfares other 
than principal thoroughfares within the 
limits of the town for which an Urban 
Council is constituted, the Chairman of the 
Council and all persons authorized in 
writing by him in that behalf, shall and may 
by themselves, their servants, workmen, and 
labourers, exercise the several powers and 
authorities conferred by this Part on off im 
in charge of works to which this Part is 
applicable. 

97.  If any plan or survey, made by or by 
the direction of the Urban Council or any 
authority of which the Urban Council is the 
successor, is produced in evidence in any 
proceeding under this Part, such plan or 
survey shall be deemed and taken to be 
conclusive proof of the facts exhibited 
therein, in so far as the claim of the Council 
is concerned, unless the contrary be 
established by the party contesting such 
claim. 

98. Every person who sustains any loss 
or damage by reason of the exercise, by or 
by the authority of the Chairman of any 
Urban Council, of any of the powers or 
authorities conferred by this Part upon 
officers in charge of works to which it is 
applicable, shall (except where the loss or 
damage is incurred through the act, default, 
or neglect of such person) be entitled to 
receive compensation for such loss or 
damage, if he makes application in that 
behalf to the Urban Council at any time 
before the expiration of three months after 
the claim for compensation has arisen. 
Where any such person fails to make such 
application within the aforesaid period, his 
claim to compensation for the alleged loss 
or damage shall be disallowed, and he shall 
b e  b a r r e d  f r o m  r e c o v e r i n g  s u c h  
compensation. 

99. Where, for any reason, the amount 
of any compensation payable under section 
98 is not agreed upon between the Urban 
Council and the claimant, such amount may 
be determined by two arbitrators, of whom 
one shall be nominated by the Council and 
the other by the claimant. If the two 
arbitrators cannot agree, they shall appoint 

an umpire, and the award of the arbitrators 
or umpire, as the case may be, given in 
terms of the reference agreed to by the 
Council and the claimant, shall be final. 

100. If any officer of an Urban Council Officers and 
in charge of Ay work on any thoroughfive, contractors 

leaving stones, o r  a n y  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  u p o n  a n y  
thoroughfare in pursuance of any contract thorounhfares 
with any Urban Council, lays or causes to bynight. 
be laid any heap of stones, gravel, mbbish, 
or other matter whatsoever upon the 
thoroughfare, and allows such heap to 
remain there at night, to the danger or 
personal damage of any person passing 
a long the  thoroughfare  (a l l  due  and  
reasonable precautions not having been 
taken by him to prevent any such danger or 
damage), such officer or person shall be 
guilty of an offence punishable with a fine 
not exceeding fifty rupees. 

101. Save as in sections 100 and 226 Road officer 
provided, nothing contained in this Part or road 

contractor not shall render any officer of an U h  Council liable to fine 
--.~- - - - 

in charge of any work On any th~roughfb, except in 
or any contractor under the Council, liable certaincaseS. 

to any prosecution or fine under this Part 
for any act done by such officer in the 
discharge of the duties of his office, or by 
such contractor in the necessary execution 
or performance of his contract. 

102. It shall be the duty of all officers of Police officers 
the police force and of all gram. seva : S S e V a  

niladharis generally, to aid and assist in the ,enforce 
prevention of all offences against this Part provisions of 
within the areas or divisions for which they this Part. 

are mpectively appointed. 

PART IV 

POWERS AND DUTIES AS T O  

P U B L I C  H E A L T H  

103. Subject to the powers and lfrban Council 
responsibilities by law committed to any to be general 

public health other authority, the Urban Council of each authority. 
town shall be the general administrative 
authority for the purpose of promoting and 
securing the public health within the town, 
and shall for that purpose be entitled to 
exercise all such p o ~ -  as are vested in it 
by this Ordinance, the Nuisances Ordhauce, 
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DRAINAGE 

the Housing and Town Improvement 107. No new building shall be erected Building over 

Ordinance, and any other written law for over any public drain, sewer, culvert, gutter, drains, &C., not 
to be erected 

the time being in force in that behalf. or watercourse in any town without the without 
written consent of the Urban Council of the consent of 

; and where any building is so erected Urban Council. 

the Council may cause it to be pulled down, 
or othewke dealt with as it may think fit ; 

Urban Council 104. The Urban Council of each town and the expenses therein incurred by the 
'O make public may, h m  time to time, cause to be d e ,  Council shall be paid by the person drains. 

altered, or extended such public main or convicted of the offence, and shall be 
other drains, sewers, and watercourses as recoverable as hereinafter provided. 
may appear to it to be necessary for the 
effectual draining of any area within the 108. (1) Every private drain in any town General 
town, and, if necessary, may carry them shall be under the survey and control of the cOn'rol 01 

through, across, or under any street, or any Urban Council of that town, and shall be drains. 

place laid out as or intended for a street, constructed, altered, repaired, or kept in 
and (after reasonable notice in writing in P r o F  O* as the Cbuncil may require, at 

that behalf) into, through, or under any the cost and charges of the owners of the 

enclosed or other lands whatsoever, doing land or building to which such drain 
as little damage as may be and making belongs or for the use of which it is 

compensation for any damage done. constructed. 

Duty of 
Councii to 
repair. alter, 
and 
discontinue 
drains. 

Penalty for 

105. (1) The Urban Council of each 
town shall maintain. and from time to time 
repair, and as it shall sty fit, enlarge, alter, 
arch over, or otherwise improve all or any 
of the public drains, culverts, gutters, and 
watercourses in the town, and may 
discontinue, close up, or destroy such of 
them as it may deem useless or unnecemy, 
but so that no nuisance is created by such 
act. 

(2) Where by reason of the 
discontinuance, closing up, or destruction or 
alteration of any drain, culvert, gutter or 
watercourse, any person is deprived of the 
lawful use thereof, the Council shall with 
due diligence provide an effective subslitute 
therefor. 

106. Whoever within any town, without 
making the written consent of the Urban Council 
unauthorized 
drainsinto first obtained, makes or causes to be made 
public drains. any drain leading into any of the public 

sewers or drains, shall be guilty of an 
offence punishable with a fine not exceeding 
fiRy rupees, and the Council may cause the 
drain so made to be demolished, altered, 

(2) If the owner of any land or building 
to which any such drain belongs neglects 
during eight days after the service of a 
written notice in that behalf by the Council, 
to alter, repair, or put the drain in good 
order in such manner as may be specified in 
the notice, the Council may cause such 
drain to be altered, repaired, or put in good 
order in the manner required, and the 
expenses incurred therein by the Council 
shall be paid by the owner, and shall be 
recoverable as hereha& provided 

109. Whenever the Urban Council of a Obstruction 01 
town has by a resolution determined that discharge of 

rain water and any natural watercourse, channel, lake, drainage. 
swamp, or any part thereof which is situated 
within the town and into which rain water 
or drainage has themtofore discharged, shall 
remain open for the reception of such rain 
water or drainage, any person who, after 
receiving a written notice of the resolution 
from the Council, fills up or permits to 
remain filled up any su lh  watercourse, 
channel, lake or swamp in such a manner as 
to obstruct or interfkre with the fi.ee flow of 
such rain water or drainage, shall be guilty 
of an offence punishable with a fine not 

remade, or otherwise dealt with as it may provided that- 
think fit ; and all the expenses incurred 
therein by the Council shall be paid by the (U) such natural watercourse, channel, 
person convicted of the offence, and shall be lake, or swamp may be filled up if 
recoverable as hereinailer provided. the owner thereof first provides 
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Duty of 
Council as 
to latrine 
accommo- 
dation. 

Council may 
order or cause 
additional 
latrines to be 
constructed. 

such other channel or drains, as 
may, in the opinion of the Cound, 
be sufficient and suitable for the 
reception and conveyance of such 
rain water or drainage ; and 

(h) the Council may contribute in part or 
in whole to the cost of providing 
such other channel or drain. 

LATRINES 

110. It shall be the duty of the Urban 
Council of each town- 

(a) to take effective measures to secure 
that adequate and proper latrine 
accommodation is provided for all 
houses, buildings and lands within 
the town ; 

(h) to provide such public latrine 
accommodation as is necessary at 
all places of public resort within the 
town ; and 

(c)  t o e n s u r e  tha t  a l l  l a t r i n e  
accommodation, both public and 
p r i v a t e ,  wi thin  the  town, i s  
maintained in proper order and 
condition. 

111. (1) Where the Urban Council is of 
opinion that any latrine or latrines or 
additional latrine or latrines should be 
provided for any house or building or land, 
the owner of such house or building or land 
shall within two months after service of a 
written notice in that behalf by the Cound, 
cause such latrine or latrines to be 
constructed in accordance with such 
requbments as may be set out in the notice. 

(2) Where any notice served under 
subsection (1) is not complied with to the 
satisfaction of the Chairman within the 
period specified in that subsection, the 
Council shall be at liberty to cause such 
latrine or latrines to be constructed, and the 
expenses i n 4  in such construction shall 
be payable by the person making default in 
complying with the notice, and shall be 
recoverable as herejnaf€er provided. 

112. (1) It shall be lawful for an U h  Council may 

Council by written notice to direct any persons 
employing men 

person wOhlen or in ~rovide and .- - 

the town to provide and maintain such miintain 
latrine or latrines as may to it seem fit, and latrine Or 

to cause the latrine or latrines so provided latrines, &c 

to be kept in proper order and to be daily 
cleaned. 

(2) Where any notice served under 
subsection (1) is not complied with, the 
Council may constluct the necessary latrine 
or latrines or cause the latrine or latrines to 
be kept in good order and daily cleaned, 
and the expenses incurred therein by the 
Council shall be paid by the person making 
default in complying with the notice, and 
shall be recoverable as hereinahr provided. 

113. (I) The 
house or buildmg 
is situated shall 

Owner or OCCUpier of any Neglecting to 
Or land on a lathe enclose private 

latrine. 
have such latrine shut out 

by a sutllcient roof and a wall or fence h m  
the  view of  persons  res id ing  in  the  
neighbourhood or passing by, and it shall 
not be lawful for any such owner or 
occupier to keep any open latrine or a 
latrine with a door or trapdoor opening on 
to any street. 

(2) The owner or occupier of any house 
or building or land who fails to comply 
with, or shall cormnit any breach of, any of 
the provisions of subsection (I) shall be 
guilty of an offence punishable with a fine 
of five rupees for each day during which 
such breach is continued : 

Provided that the Urban Council of the 
town may in its discretion permit the 
continuance for such time as it may think fit 
of any open latrine or any latrine with a 
door or trapdoor opening on to any street in 
any case where such latrine already exists 
and does not create a nuisance. 

114. ( 1) latrines and cesspits within General 
any town shall be under the survey and the 

latrines. 
control of the Urban Council of the town 
and shall be altered, repaired, or kept in 
proper order as the Council may require, at 
the cost and charges of the respective 
owners of the houses, buildings, or lands to 
which the latrines belong, or for the use of 
which they are constructed or maintained 
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Penal? for 
persons 
making or 
altering 
latrines. &c .  
rontrarq to the 
directions or 
h! -law S of 
I rban C'ouncil 

(2) If the owner or occupier of any house, latrine or cesspit within the town, and may 
building, or land to which any latrine or for that purpose at any time enter upon any 
cesspit belongs neglects, during one month house, building or land, with such assistants 
after service of notice in writing for that and workmen as are necessary, and cause 
purpose by the Urban Council, or within the ground to be opened, where such 
such other period as may be prescribed by Council or officer may think fit, doing as 
the notice, to alter, repair, and put the little damage as may be. 
latrine or cesspit in good order in the 
manner required by the Council, the (2 )  1f upon any  i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  
council cause such latrine or to subsection (1) it ap- that any latrine or 
be altered, or Put in order in cesspit is not in g& order and condition, 
the manner required ; and the expenses or that it has been after the date 
incurred by the Council in respect thereof of the constitution of the Council in any 

be paid by the Owner, and be manner contravening the provisions of this 
recoverable as hereinafter provided Ordinance or the by-laws made thereunder 

or contrary to the directions of the Council, 
*l15 ( 1 )  I f  any person wi thin  any th, of inspection shall be paid 

town by the person to whom such latrine or  
cesspit may belong, and shall be recoverable 

(a) constructs any latrine or cesspit , he provided 
contrary to the directions of the 
Urban Counc i l  o f  the  town or  
contrary to the provisions of this (3) If any latrine Or cesspit is found to be 

Ordinance or any by-law made in proper order and condition, and not to 

thereunder : or have been constructed in contravention of 
the provisions of this Ordinance or of the 

(h) continues the use of any latrine or by-laws made thereunder or the directions 
cesspit which has been ordered by o f  the  Counci l ,  t h e  Counc i l  o r  t h e  
the Council to be removed or auth~rized officer of the Council shall cause 
closed : or the ground to be closed and made good as 

soon as may be, and the expenses incurred 
(c) neglects to construct, provide, or thereby shall in that case be defrayed by the 

maintain any latrine ordered to be Council. 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p r o v i d e d ! ,  'or  
maintained under sections I l l and 
112. 117. (1) The Urban Council of a town Power ol 

or any officer authorized by the Council hr urban Council 
to dlrect 

such person shall be guilty of an offence that Purpose may by written notice require remova~ 01 

punishable with a fine not exceeding fifty the owner or occupier of any house or latrine or 

rupees. building or land within the town, on which cIo"re 

is situated a latrine or cesspit which, in the CBsSP". 

(2) ln any case falling within paragraph opinion of the Council or the officer, is 

(a) or paragraph (h) of subsection ( l ) ,  the s t ~ c t ~ r a l l ~  defective or unsuitable for the 

Council shall cause such alteration to be P- to which it is put, Or is liable to give 
made in the latrine or -it , it may M r i s e  t o  a n u i s a n c e ,  t o  r e p a i r ,  a l t e r ,  

fit ; and the expenses th-f shall be paid or remove the latrine or w i t ,  

by the person by whom such latrine or Or to substitute an earth-c1oset 

cesspit was improperly constructed or made, 
and shall be recoverable from him as (2) If any owner or occupier neglects for 
herehfkr provided a period of one month after service of notice 

in that behalf under subsection ( l ) ,  or  
hspect 10n 01 116. (1) The Urban Council of a town within such other period as may be specified 
latrines. &c. or any officer authorized by the Council for in the notice, to repair, alter, reconstruct, or 

that purpose may, subject to the other remove the latrine or cesspit, to which 
provisions of this Ordinance, inspect any the notice relates, or to substitute an 

* Primary Court has exclusive jurisdiction under Section 33 of the Judicature Act read with G ~ e t t e  
Extraordinary NO. 43 4 of 1979-07-02. 
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Duty of 
Council as to 
conservancy 
and 
scavenging. 

earth-closet therefor, he shall be gdty of an 
offence puwhable with a fine not exceeding 
fifty rupees- 

(3) The Urban Council or the authorized 
officer may cause the latrine or cesspit 
referred to in subsection (2) to be repaired, 
altered, reconstructed, or to be removed and 
an earth-closet to be substituted therefor, 
and the expenses i n m d  by the Council or 
the officer in respect thereof shall be paid by 
the owner, and shall be recoverable as 
hereinafter provided 

CONSERVANCY AND SCAVENGING 

118. It shall be the duty of the Urban 
Council of each town, so far as is 
reasonably practicable, to take all necessary 
measures in every part of the town- 

(a) for properly sweeping and cleansing 
the streets, including the footways, 
and for collecting and removing all 
street refuse ; 

(h) for securing the due removal at 
proper periods of all house refuse, 
and the due cleansing and emptying 
at proper periods of all latrines and 
cesspits ; and 

(c) for the proper disposal of all street 
refuse, house refuse, and night-soil 

All refuse 119. All street refuse, house refuse, 
to be night-soil, or other similar matter collected 

the property of 
Council. by any Urban Council under the provisions 

of this Part shall be the property of the 
Council, and the Council shall have full 
power to sell or dqmse of all such matter. 

Places for 
disposal of 
refuse and 
keeping 
equipment. 

120. Every Urban Council shall, from 
time to time, provide places convenient for 
the proper disposal of all street refuse, 
house refuse, night-soil, and similar matter 
removed in accordance with the provisions 
of this Part, and for keeping all vehicles, 
animals, implements, and other things 
r e q m d  for that purpose or for any of the 
other purposes of this Ordinance, and shall 
take all such measures and precautions as 
may be necessary to ensure that no such 
refuse, night-soil, or similar matter removed 
in accordance with the provisions of this 
Part is disposed of in such a way as to cause 
a nuisance. 

INSANITARY BUILDINGS 

121. It. shall be the duty of the Urban ~ u t y  of 
Council of each town to cause to be made, ~ o u n c i l a s t o  

insanitary from time to time, an inspection of every 
part of the town with a view to securing that 
the houses or buildings in the town are kept 
in such sanitary condition as is required by 
the provisions of this Ordinance or any 
other enactment, and to undertake all 
necessary measures to enforce such 
provisions within the town. 

122. (1) Whenever the Urban Council Power o f  

of am, town is d d e d  that any buildmgs or c::~:it~ 
blocks of buildings situated within the town, 
whether existing at the date of the 
constitution of the Council or subsequently 
erected, are, by reason of the ocmmmce of 
an epidemic, or of the manner in which such 
buildings are crowded together, or of the 
want of drainage or the impracticability of 
scavenging, attended with risk to the health 
of the  inhabi tants  the reof  o r  of the  
neighbourhood, the Council shall serve a 
notice on the owners or occupiers thereof, 
or, at its option, on the owner of the land 
on which such buildings are constructed, 
within such reasanable time as may be fixed 
by the Council for that purpose, to execute 
such operations, including alteration of such 
buildings, a s  the  Counc i l  may deem 
necessary for the avoidance of such risk 

(2) In any case where an owner or 
occupier served with a notice under 
s u b d o n  (1) refuses or neglects to execute 
such operations within the time fixed by the 
Council, any officer authorized by the 
Council in that behalf may cause the 
buildings to be taken down, or  such 
operations to be performed in respect 
thereof, as the Council may deem necessary 
to prevent such risk 

(3) Where any buildings are taken down 
under subsection (2), the Council or the 
authorized officer shall cause the materials 
of each building to be sold separately, if 
such sale can be effected, and the proceeds 
shall be paid to the owner of the building, 
or if the owner be unknown or the title 
disputed, shall be held in deposit by the 
Council, until the person entitled thereto 
obtains the order of a competent court for 
the payment of such proceeds. 
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Overcrowding 123. Whenever it appears to the Urban 
of houses. Council of any town that any house within 

the town is so overcrowded as to be 
dangerous or prejudicial to the health of the 
occupiers thereof, or of the neighbourhood, 
and the occupiers consist of more than one 
family, the Council shall cause proceedings 
to be taken before the Magistrate's Court 
hav ing  j u r i sd i c t i on  t o  aba te  such 
overcrowding, and the court shall thereupon 
make such order as it may think fit; and 
each of the persons permitting such 
overcrowding shall be guilty of an offence 
punishable with a fine not exceeding ten 
rupees for each day after the date of such 
order during which such ovmwdmg shall 
continue. 

Power of 
Council to 
inspect and 
limewach 
houses. 

124. It shall be lawful for the Urban 
Council of any town by any of its officers at 
any time between sunrise and sunset to enter 
into and inspect any house or building 
within the town, and by an order in wribng 
to direct all or any part thereof to be 
for thwi th  in te rna l ly  and external ly  
limewashed or otherwise cleaned ; and if the 
owner or occupier of such house or building 
neglects to comply with such direction 
within seven days from the time when the 
order shall have been served upon hun, the 
Council may cause the work to be done, and 
the expenses incurred shall be paid by the 
owner, and shall be recoverable as 
hereinafter provided 

Houses or huts 125. (1) In any town for which an 
not to be h i l t  Urban Council is constituted it shall not be 
or roofed with 

without lawful for any person to erect or construct 
permlsslon. any house, hut, shed, or other building, 

(whether to be used as a dwelling or as a 
stable or for any other purpose) having its 
external roof or walls made of grass, leaves, 
thatch, cadjans, mats, or other such 
inflammable material without first obtaining 
the permission of the Chairman of the 
Council. 

(2) The permission given by the 
Chairman under subsection (1) shall in 
every case be subject to a specified time- 
limit and such conditions as he may impose 

such non-inflammable or durable material 
as may be approved by the Chairman. 

(3) If any house, hut, shed, or other 
building of the description referred to in 
subsection (1) is built *ut the 
permission required by that subsection, the 
Chairman shall give notice to the owner 
thereof, or of the ground upon which such 
building is erected or constructed, or is 
being erected or constructed, by affixing a 
notice to some conspicuous part of such 
house, hut, shed, or other building, to take 
down and remove the building forthwith or 
within such time as the Chairman may 
spmQ in the notice. 

(4) If any house, hut, shed, or other 
building is not taken down and removed 
folthwth or within the time specified in any 
notice under subsection (3), the Chairman 
shall cause the building to be taken down 
and removed, and the expenses in- by 
the Chairman in doing so shall be paid by 
the owner of the building or of the ground 
upon which it is built, and shall be 
recoverable as hereinafter provided. 

NUISANCES 

126. It shall be the duty of the Urban Inspection 01 
Council of each town to cause to be made, nuisanccs. 
fiom time to time, an hspection of the town 
with a view to ascertaining what nuisances 
exist calling for abatement under the powers 
conferred by this Ordinance or any other 
enactment, and to the enforcement of the 
provisions of this Ordinance or such other 
enactment in order to abate such nuisances. 

127. (I) Where in any town for which Power to 

an Urban Council is constituted, any private fill UP 
unwholesome tank or low marshy ground or any waste or tanks on 

stagnant water, situated on any private land, private 

appears to the Council to be injurious to premises. 

h e a l t h  o r  t o  b e  o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  
neighbourhood, the Council shall, by notice 
in writing, require the owner of that land to 
cleanse or fill up such tank or marshy 
ground, or to drain off or remove such 
waste or stagnant water. - 

in writing for the purpose of ensuring that 
such inflammable material as may be used (2) If any owner on whom a notice under 
for the roof or walls of the building to subsection (1) is served re- or neglects to 
which the permission relates will be replaced comply with the notice within such period 
at the earliest convenient opportunity by as may be specified therein, the Council or 
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its officers and workmen may enter into the (b) the lighting of streets, public places, 
land and do all necessary acts for all or any and public builchgs ; 
of the purposes referred to in s u b d o n  ( l ) ,  
and the expenses incurred thereby shall be (c )  the supply of electric light or power ; 
paid by the owner of the land, and shall be 
recoverable as hereinafter provided. (4 lllarkets ; 

(3) Where the land r e f d  to in (e) public baths and bathing-places ; 
subsection (2) is owned by more than one 
person, the expenses referred to in that (/) the manufacture and supply at cost 
subsection shall be apportioned among, and price of squatting plates for 
recoverable h m ,  the several owners m such latrines: 
proportions as may be determined by the 
Council. (g) t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  

accommodation for the poorer 
Licensing of 128. (1) No place in any town, other classes ; 
slaughter- than a place provided by the Urban Council 
houses. 

o f  t h a t  t o w n ,  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  a s  a (h) any other form of public service, 
slaughterhouse, unless a licence for the use subject to such prohibition or 
thereof as a slaughterhouse has been restriction of the establishment and 
obtained h m  the Chairman of the Cound, maintenance of that service as may 
who is hereby empowered at his discretion, be tmposed by any other law. 
h m  time to time, to grant such licence and 
such licence to suspend or revoke as to him 130. (1) For the purpose of the Manner of 
may seem necessary. establishment or maintenance of anv ~ubl ic  

expenses of 
( 2 )  E v e r y  p e r s o n  who U S e S a S a utility service which an Urban ch .m~i l  is public utility 

any place (other than a place authorized to establish or maintain under services. 

provided by the Urban Council) which is this Part, the Council may- 

not licensed under subsection (l), or in 
respect of which any licence given has been (a) provide for any expenses involved out 

suspended or revoked, shall be gdty of an of the revenue of the Council ; or 

offence pmshable with a fine not exceeding 
two hundred rupees and with a M e r  fine (h) subject to the sanction of the 

not exceeding fifty rupees for every day Minister, levy a special rate upon 

dunng which such offence is continued after the area benefited by such service, 

notice has been served upon him by the s u b j e c t  t o  s u c h  l i m i t s  a n d  

Chairman requiring him to discontinue the exemptions as may be prescribed by 

use of such slaughterhouse. by-laws ; or 

P A R T  V 

Power of 129. The Urban Council of a town may, 
Urban for the purpose of any place or area within 
to establish 
and maintain the town, either independently or in 
public utility conjunction with any other local authority, 
services. and either directly (with or without the 

assistance of Government) or through any 
promoter or body of promoters, establish 
and maintain for the benefit of the persons 
inhabiting or resorting to such place or 
area any of the following public utility 
services :- 

(a) water supply : 

(c) contract with the owners or occupiers 
of premises benefited by such 
service for the supply of the service, 
and charge and enforce such rates 
in respect of such service as may be 
prescribed by by-laws under this 
Ordinance ; or 

(4 charge such fees as it may deem 
reasonable to persons deriving 
benefit fram such service ; or 

(e) where any such public service is 
established or maintained through 
a n y  p r o m o t e r  o r  b o d y  o f  
promoters, in pursuance of any 
agreement made with the Council 
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or under any licence issued by the 
Council, authorize such promoter 
or promoters to charge such fees as 
may be approved by the Council to 
persons deriving benefit from such 
service. 

(2) It shall be lawful for the Minister to 
authorize the waiver of the whole or any 
part of the special rate imposed by the 
Council under subsection (1) (b) in any past 
year and any costs incurred for the purpose 
of recovering that rate where- 

any Urban Council may enter into any 
contract, and may, subject to the provisions 
of this Ordinance, purchase, take upon 
lease, hire, construct, or maintain all 
premises, machinery, a n d  a p p a r a t u s  
required for such purposes, and do and 
execute all such works, matten, and things 
as may be necessary in that behalf. 

WATER SUPPLY 

133. Where the Urban Council of a Ratepayer 
town establishes or maintains a public water to fm 

water supply supply for the benefit of the inhabitants of h, public 
(a) he of the opinion that such * 

any area within the town, the owner or stand-pipes 
without the provision occupier of any premises in such area in f ~ t  domestic 

of adequate services ; or 
respect of which the Council levies either a purposes. 
special water-rate or a general rate for 

(h) he determines, with the approval of purposes including the purposes of such 
the Government, that such waiver 

water supply, shall be entitled to have fiw 
is just and equitable in all the of wer charge a supply of water hm the 
circumstances of the case. public stand-pipes for the domestic purposes 

(3) Where the  M i n i s t e r  has  under  
subsection (2) authorized the waiver of the 
whole or part of any special rate imposed 
and any costs incurred for the purpose of 
recovering that rate, the Council shall- 

(a) where such special rate has been paid, 
set off such amount of the rate and 
any costs incurred, against future 
rates due on the property in respect 
of which such rate has been paid ; 
or 

of himself and his household or-of his 
tenants or other persons v y i n g  the said 
premises. 

134. A supply of water for domestic Meaning o f  
purposes shall not include a supply of water " domestic 
for horses or cattle or for washing vehicles, purposes", 
where such horses, cattle, or vehicles are 
kept for sale or hire, or a supply for any 
trade, manufacture, or business, or for 
fountains or swimming baths, or for any 
ornamental or mechanical purpose, or for 
purposes of higation. 

(h) where such special rate has not been 
paid, waive the amount of such rate 135. An Urban Council may supply Contract for 

and any costs i n c d .  water for other than domestic purposes, or private service. 
allow a private service of water to any 

No person shall have a right to a refund premises for domestic purposes, in such 
of such amount quantities a n d  u p o n  such terms and 

conditions as may be agreed upon between 

Supply to 
premises In 
adjacent areas. 

131. The Urban Council of any town the Council and the persons desirous of 

may, subject to the consent of the local being so ~ P P E ~  or as may be prescribed 

authority of any area adjacent to the town, by by-laws in that behalf. 

contract with the owners or occupiers of any 
premises situated in any such adjacent area MARKETS 
for the supply of any public utility service to 

General powers 
of Council. 

such premises and may charge and enforce 
rates in respect of such supply. 

132. F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
establishment or maintenance of any public 
utility service which it is authorized to 
establish or maintain under this Ordinance, 

136. It shall be the duty of the Urban Duty of 
Council of each town- Council as 

to markets. 

(a) to establish and maintain within the 
town a l l  such public markets as are 
required for the service of the 
inhabitants, and to secure the 



URBAN COUNCILS [Cap. 577 

1.icensing of 
new private 
markets. 

Licensing ol 
existing private 
markets. 

proper  scavenging ,  washing,  provisions of this Ordinance, to the by-laws 
& i n f i g ,  and conwvmcy of all of the Council for the time being in force, 
such markets ; and  to  such  spec ia l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  n o t  

inconsistent with such by-laws, as the 
(h) to regulate, supervise, and control all Chairman may deem it necessary to impose 

private markets within the town in the of each m. 
which  a re  l i censed  under this 
Ordinance. (2) Every licence for a private market 

shall expire on the thirty-first day of 
137. No new private market shall be December of the year for which i t  is 

established within any town for which an granted. 
Urban Council has been constituted, except 
under and in amordance with the conditions 
of a licence issued by the Chairman of the 
Council. 

138. (1) After the expiration of a period 
of six months h m  the date of the 
constitution of an Urban Council for any 
town, no private market m existence at that 
date within that town shall continue to be 
maintained except under and in accordance 
with the conditions of a licence issued by the 
Chairman of the Council. 

(2) Every application for a licence for an 
existing private market shall- 

(U) be substantially in form A set out in 
t h e  F i r s t  S c h e d u l e ,  and  be 
accompanied by the declaration, for 
which provision is made in that 
f o r m ,  and  by such plans  and 
specifications as may be prescribed 
by the by-laws of the Council for 
the time being in force, or, in the 
absence of any such by-law, as may 
be mpred by the Chairman ; and 

be made under the hand of the owner 
of the private market within a 
period of three months from the 
date of the constitution of the 
Council. 

(3) Every declaration required by 
subsection (I) shall be conclusive evidence, 
as against the owner by whom it is made, 
with respect to all particulars therein 
contained in all questions that may arise as 
to assessment of annual value, fees for 
licences, compensation, or acquisition 

I-icence to be 139. (1) Every licence issued for a 
annual and private market by an Urban Council shall 
subject to 
stamp duty. be substantially in the fmn B set out in the 

First Schedule and shall be subject to the 

(3) Every licence for a private market 
shall be renewable annually, and on the 
occasion of the issue and of every renewal of 
such licence, there shall be paid to the 
Council a licence duty of such amount as 
may be imposed under section 162. 

140. No licence shall be granted for any New private 
new private market, unless such market markets to 

conform to 
conforms to the standards prescribed in the prescribed 
Second  Schedule ,  s u b j e c t  t o  s u c h  standards. 
modifications or additions as may be 
prescribed by by-laws under this Ordinance. 

141. No licence for a private market Cleansing and 
shall be issued until the Chairman is scavenging0f 

markets. 
sa t i s f i ed  tha t  the  owner  has  made  
satisfactory provision for the scavenging, 
washing, disinfecting, and conservancy of 
the market premises. 

142. Every licence granted under this New private 
Ordinauce for any new private market shall markets acquire no 
be upon the condition that should the 
Council at any time decide that it is in the interests. 
public interest to establish a public market 
in  p lace  o f  such  p r iva te  marke t  t h e  
Chairman of the Council may refuse to 
renew the licence of such private market and 
that the owner of such private market shall 
not be entitled to any compensation in 
respect of such refusal. 

143. The Chairman of an Urban Powerof 
Council may refuse to issue a licence for any Chairman to 

refuse new 
new private market, or to issue or renew any licence. 
licence in respect of any private market 
established within one year prior to the date 
of the constitution of the Council, if he is 
satisfied that the wants of the locality are 
sufficiently provided for by the public and 
the private markets already in existence or 
in contemplation. 
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Refusal of 144. The Chairman of an Urban 145. ( I ) In the case of any market which Special 
licences to Council may refuse to license or to renew is of the description r e f d  to in p w h  provisions 
exlstlnp with regard to 
private the licence for any private market existing at (h) or paragraph (c) of section 144 and markets 
markets. the date of the constitution of the Council which is proved to the satisfaction of the established 

over thirt) (not being a market established witbin one Urban Council to have been carried on for a 
year prior to such date) without the period of over thuty years prior to the date 
Payment of compensation in the following of the constitution of the Council, the 
cases, that is to say : -- Council may in its discretion, and shall if 

so directed by the Minister, proceed as 
(a) where such market does not conform foflom : 

to the standards prescribed in the 
Second Schedule, and its owner or (a) the Council may provide in any local 
occupier neglects or refuses, within public market already established, 
such reasonable time as may be o r  t o  be  e s t ab l i shed  unde r  
fixed by the Chanmaq to carry out t h i s  Ord inance ,  s a t i s f ac to ry  
such alterations, additions, or accommodation for the business 
improvements as are, in the opinion hitherto carried on in such private 
of the Chairman, necessary to bring market, and may thereupon direct 
such market into conformity with the owner or occupier of such 
the aforesaid standards, subject to private market to close that market 
such modifications, if any, of those and tmmfkr its business to the new 
standards as in the circumstances of accommodation so provided ; and 
the case the Urban Council may 
sanction ; (h) if the directions given by the Council 

under paragraph (a) are complied 
(h) where the Urban Council is satisfied with, the Council may grant to such 

that owing to the inherent defects of owner or occupier a lease of such 
such market or for any other reason accommodation for a period not 
such market cannot be so improved exceeding fifty years, subject to the 
as to bring it into conformity with condition that such owner or 
the aforesaid standards or such occupier and his successors, 
modification of those standards as 

executors, admin i s t r a to r s ,  o r  
the Council may be prepared to 

assigns observe the by-laws of the sanction ; 
C o d  for the time bemg m force 

(c) where the Urban Council is satisfied 
with regard to any private market 
that owing to its position or for any 

and the conditions of the lease, and 
subject to the payment of the rent 
therein reserved 

o the r  r ea son  such  marke t  i s  
(2) The rent payable under any lease 

objectionable from the point of 
view of sanitation or of the safety 

referred to in subsection (1) shall be such 
reasonable sum as may be determined by 

or convenience of the public : 
the Council, and shall be revised every five 

Provided that any person aggrieved by 
any decision of the Chairman or the Urban 
Council under this section may appeal to 
the Minister ; and upon such appeal the 
Minister may confirm the decision of the 
Chairman or Urban Council, or may order 
the issue of a licence, subject to the market 
being brought into conformity with such 
modification of the aforesaid standards as 
the Minister in the c-ces of the case 
may deem to be reasonable and c o n s h t  
with the public interest, or may make such 
other order as the Minister may deem just. 

years. For the first period of five years such 
rent shall not exceed ten per centum of the 
cost of providing such accommodation, and 
in the case of every subsequent period of 
five years it shall not exceed ten per centurn 
of the average net annual profits derived 
from the accommodation leased for the 
previous five years. 

(3) If any dispute arises as to the amount 
of such annual profits, the question shall be 
determined by the Chairman, subject to an 
appeal to the Minister. 
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Power to 
license market 
provisionally. 

('ompensation 
tor 
discont~nuancc 
of prit ate 
markcl. 

(4) Should the rent due under any lease 
referred to in subsection (1) not be paid in 
accordance with the terms of the lease, or 
should the lessee or the person for the time 
being in control of the accommodation 
leased persistently fail to comply with the 
conditions of the lease or with any by-laws 
made under this Ordinance, the Council 
may, after affording, by notice in writing, 
the person entitled to the lease an 
opportunity of being heard, cancel such 

the compensation payable, unless otherwise 
settled by agreement, shall be the diffefence 
between the value of the pmnkes if used as 
a market under this Ordinance and the 
value of the same premises if used, not as a 
market, but for any other local purposes to 
which similar premises in the same locality 
are or might be put to the best advantage, 
togcther with an allowance in respcct of  
thc cost ot adapting the existing market 
buildings for any such purpose. 

lease : 
(3) Where any market referred to in 

Provided that any person aggrieved by ( l )  is taken over by the Urban 

any order of the council  under this Council to be maintained as a public 

subsection may appeal to the &ter, market, the compensation payable shall be 

the Minister upon such appeal shall have the premises when used as a 

power to make such order as he shall deem market under this Ordinance. 

just. (4) In estimating the value of market 

146. Where any U* council is unable 
immediately to make suitable provision for 
the public mpirements in a public market, 
such Council may, if it appears necessary 
for the public convenience, allow any 
e x i s t i n g  p r iva te  marke t  to  cont inue 

premises used as a market under this 
Ordinance, regard shall be had to the 
depreciation likely to occur in the value of 
such premises in the event of a public 
market or a new private market being 
established in the same neighbourhood. 

provisionally, although such private market 148. Upon any place, in which any Vesting of 
d o e  n o t  c on  fo rm to  the  s t andards  village market has been established under village Itl.""~ 

in Urban prescribed in the Second Or to any any enactment relating to village areas, .,,, 
authorized modification thereof, and may being declared to be a town under this 
issue a temporary licence to such private Ordinance, such market shall vest in the 
market without prejudice to its rights to Urban Council of the town, and shall 
proceed at some future date under the become subject to this Ordinence. 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

147. (1) Where an Urban Council is 
satisfied that it is in the public in- that 
any private market licensed, or quaLified to 
be licensed, under this Ordinance (not being 
a market to which section 145 applies) 
should be either- 

149. An Urban Council may by 
arrangement with any Village Council 
t ransfer  to  the  Vi l l age  Counc i l  t h e  
management  o f  any pub l ic  marke t  
administered by the Council under this 
Ord~nance. 

( U )  discontinued altogether as a market : 
or 

Q taken over by the Council as a public 
market, 

the  Counc i l  may e i the r  d i rec t  the  
discontinuance of such market, or may take 
it over and maintain it as a public market, 
subject in either case to the payment of 
compensation in accordance with the  
provisions of this section. 

(2) Where any market referred to in 
subsection (1) is discontinued as a market. 

150. Where a licence has been granted Power to 
by an Urban Council for a private market 5 w e "  licence 

of private 
under this Ordinance, and the licensee at markets. 

any time dunng the m c y  of such licence 
fails to conform to the standards and by- 
laws applicable to private markets under 
this Ordinance, after his attention has been 
directed to such failure by means of a notice 
in writing served upon him by or under the 
authority of the Urban Council and setting 
out a period within which such failure must 
be rectified, i t  shall be lawful for the 
Chairman to suspend the licence of such 
market until the licensee shall have made 
good the default. 



Cap. 5771 URBAN COrrNcILS 

Penalty for 
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unauthorized 
market. 

151. Any person who after the the purpose in the public market) require 
expiration of a period of six months from that any person canying on the sale of any 
the date of the constitution of an Urban of the said articles within the market area at 
Council in any town uses as .a private premises other than the public market shall 
market any premises in that town for which tmnsfer such sale to the public market. 
a licence has not been granted under this 
Ordinance, or the licence for which has been (5) Nothing in this section shall be 
suspended, shall be guilty of an offence, deemed to authorize an Urban Council by 
punishable with a fine not exceeding one by-law or otherwise to restrict the sale of 
hundred rupees, and with a further fine of poultry, fruit, or vegetables by itinerant 
fiRy rupees for every day during which such vendors who do not sell at fixed places, or 
offence shall have been continued after do not for the purposes of such sale 
written notice of the suspension of the establish themselves on the public roads or 
licence is served upon such person. other public places. 

Market areas 152. (1) In any place within a town in 
which any public market is established 
under the control of the Urban Council of 
the town, the Council may by by-law made 
under this Ordjnance assign an area to such 
market (hereinafter referred to as " the 
market area "), and may prohibit the sale, 
otherwise than in accordance with licences 
issued by the Chairman, of meat, poultry, 
fish, fruit, or vegetables within such area. 

(2) In any case referred to in subsection 
( I )  the Chairman may issue a licence for the 
sale of meat, poultry, fish, fruit, or 
vegetables, within the market area, at 
authorized premises other than such market, 
and fix and levy such fees in respect of that 
licence as may be prescribed by by-law. 

(3) In any case in which the Urban 
Council is satisfied that sufficient facilities 
are afforded for the public requirements of 
the market area by the public market, or by 
such market together with other premises 
earlier authorized under subsection (2), the 
Council may by by-law made under this 
Ordinance, prohibit the sale of meat, 
poultry, fish, fruit, or vegetables within the 
market area, except at such public market, 
or, if the Council so determines, except at 
such market and such other authorized 
premises. 

(4) In any case referred to in subsection 
(3). the Council may by by-law direct that 
no licence or no further licence (as the case 
may be), shall be issued for the sale of meat, 
poultry, fish, fruit, or vegetables within the 
market area, and if the Council determines 
that no such licence shall be issued, it may 
(on providing adequate accommodation for 

P A R T  V1 

153. (1) Every Urban Council shall have Power of 

power to make, h m  time to time, such by- 
make by-laws. laws, not inconsistent with the provisions of 

this Ordinance, as may be authorized or 
required by this Ordinance, or may appear 
to the Council to be necessary for the 
purposes of the exercise of its powers and 
the discharge of its duties under this 
Ordinance, and to amend, vary or rescind 
any by-law so made. 

(2) A by-law made by any Urban Council 
may provide the penalty of a fine for any 
contravention thereof, such fine not 
exceeding two hundred and fiRy rupees for 
any one act or omission constituting such 
contravention, and in the case of a 
continuing contravention, an additional fine 
not exceeding twenty-five rupees for every 
day during which the contravention is  
continued after a conviction thereof by a 
court of competent jurisdiction or after 
service of a written notice from the 
Chairman or other authorized officer 
directing attention to such contravention 

154. (1) NO by-law, and no amendment, Approval and 

variation or rescission of any by-law under Publication Of 

this Ordinance shall have effect until it has by-laws. 

been approved by the Minister, and 
notification of such approval is published in 
the Gazette. 

(2) Every by-law made under this 
Ordinance shall be published in the Gazette 
with the notification required by subsection 
(1) and upon such publication, every such 
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by-law purporting so to be made shall, 
subject to the provisions of section 156, be 
as valid and effectual as if it had been 
enacted in this Ordinance, and every 
contravention thereof shall be an offence 
under this Ordinance. 

155. Copies of all by-laws made and 
published under this Ordinance in the 
Sinhala and Tamil languages shall be kept 
at the office of the Urban Council of the 
town to which they relate and at the office 
of the Commissioner, and shall be open for 
inspection and be available for sale to the 
public. 

By-lawstobe 156. Every by-law made under this 
to Ordinance shall as soon as conveniently 

disallowance or 
may be after the publication thereof under 
section 154, be brought before Parliament 
by a motion that such by-law be not 
disallowed, and may, by resolution of 
Parliament, be rescinded or amended. 
Notification of the rescission or amendment 
of a by-law by Parliament shall be published 
fo r thwi th  in  the  Gaze t te ;  and  such 
rescission or amendment shall take effect 
from the d a t e  of such publication but 
without prepdice to anything that may have 
been done or any pmceedmgs that may have 
been instituted under that by-law prior to 
that date. 

Subjects of 
by-laws. 

157. The power of any Urban Council 
to make by-laws under this Part shall, 
without prejudice to the generality of the 
powers thereby conferred, include power to 
make by-laws for or with respect to all or 
any of the following purposes, namely :- 

(l) Procedure, including- 

(a) the regulation of the meetings of the 
Council, and of its committees ; 

(h) the form in which estimates, budgets, 
statements, and returns incidental 
to the business of the Council shall 
be drawn up ; 

( c )  the form in which the accounts of the 
Council shall be kept. 

(2) Officers, including- 

( a )  t h e  c rea t ion  o f  o f f i ces ,  the  
appo in tment  of o f f i ce r s  and  

servants, the payment of salaries, 
allowances or other remuneration, 
the payment of contributions to any 
scheme established for the purpose 
of granting relief or assistance to 
officers or servants in cases of 
illness, distress or indebtedness, the 
p rov i s ion  o f  p e n s i o n s  a n d  
gratuities, and the granting of leave 
of absence to such officers and 
servants, and the provision of 
pensions  or  g ra tu i t i e s  t o  t h e  
widows, children, next of kin or 
dependants of deceased officers or 
servants ; 

(b) the due performance of their several 
duties by all officers and servants. 

(3) Taxation, including the recovery of 
any tax, payable under this Ordinance, for 
which no other express provision is made, 
and the rendering of all returns and 
information that may be required for the 
purposes of any such tax. 

( 3 ~ )  The rendering of all returns and [§ I 
information that may be required for the 
purposes of the issue of any licence under 
this ordinauce. 

(4) Loans, including-- 

(a)  the form and manner of execution of 
securities : 

(b) the anangements for liquidation ; 

(c) the mode and order of repayment of 
loans or discharge or mkmption of 
securities ; 

(cl) the conditions of any loan and the 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u m s  
borrowed. 

* ( 5 )  The imposition, levy and recovery of 
rates and charges, including 

(a) the assessment of buildings, lands, 
and tenements ; 

(h) the rendering of returns and 
information required for the 
purpose of such assessment : 

* Application modified In such areas as may be specified in an Order under Section 2 of the Rating and 
Valuation Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 
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( c )  the hearing and determination of 
objections ; 

(6) the registration at the office of the 
Counc i l  o f  mor tgages  over  
immovable property situated within 
the administrative limits of the 
Council and of the addresses of 
mortgagees, and the imposition and 
r e c o v e r y  o f  f e e s  f o r  s u c h  
registration ; 

(e) the posting of notices in writing to 
such registered mortgagees of the 
sale of immovable property seized 
for the recovery of rates, taxes, or 
charges. 

(6) Land and property, including- 

(a) the provision, regulation, and 
management of open spaces, and 
places for public recreation ; 

(h) the care of waste or public land ; 

( c )  the maintenance and management of 
immovable property vested in, or 
under the control of the Urban 
Council, the regulation of the 
removal of sand, gravel, stones, 
cabook or other matter from such 
property, and the charging of fees 
for any permits issued in that 
connection ; 

(4 the care, regulation, and provision of 
common pasture grounds, and the 
levy of fees for the use of the same ; 

( P )  the putting up and preservation of 
boundaries and of fences of lands, 
whether private or public ; 

(/) the authorization of entry upon 
private lands for the purpose of the 
prevention of damage to, or the 
repairing or remedying of defects 
in, any wires, pipes, fixtures or 
apparatus or the supports thereof 
maintained for the purpose of any 
public service ; 

(g) the regulation and con t ro l  o f  
adve r t i s emen t s  d i sp l ayed  or  
exhibited so as to be visible from 

any thoroughfare, and the charging 
of fees for any permits issued by the 
Council in that connection. 

(7) Thoroughfares, including- 

(U) the alignment, level, width, and 
construction of new streets ; 

(h) the cleaning, watering, and lilightrng oi 
streets ; 

( c )  the use of, and the regulation of 
I traffic in, streets and thoro-S, 
1 including the limitation of the 
I weight and speed of vehicles, and 

the prevention or restriction of the 
I use of vehicles upon any bridge, 

road, or street, or in any place 
where such use may be attended 
with danger to the public, or may 
be likely to damage such bridge, 
road, or street ; 

(4 the regulation of processions and 
I a s s e m b l a g e s  a n d  o f  t h e  
i p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m u s i c  i n  
I thoroughfares ; 
~ 
( e )  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a b a t e m e n t ,  

supervision, and regulation of 
1 obstructions, encroachments, 
I projections, and other interferences 
I with thoroughfares ; 

(1) the erection of hoardings and other 
temporary structures, and the 

I charging of fees for any permits 
1 issued in that d o n  ; 
1 
(g) the protection of the public against 

dangers resulting from building and 
o ther  ope ra t i ons  i n  o r  a b o u t  
thoroughfares ; 

l 

(h) the regulation and con t ro l  o f  
adve r t i s emen t s  d i sp l ayed  o r  

l exhibited so as to be visible from 
any thoroughfare, and the charging 
of fees in respect of advertisements 
so dqlayed or exhibited 

(8) Buildings, building operations, and 
works, including- 

(a) the regulation of the material of such 
buildings with a view to securing 
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stability, preventing fires and 
safeguarding health ; 

(h) the space to be left about any building 
or block of buildings to secure ji-ee 
circulation of air and to facilitate 
scavengjng ; 

(c) the dimensions of doors and windows, 
the level of the floor, the he& of 
the roof, general ventilation, and 
drainage ; 

o f  f o o d  o r  d r i n k ,  a n d  t h e  
prevention of the sale or exposure 
for sale thereof ; 

(h)  the  regu la t ion ,  superv i s ion ,  
inspection, and control of hotels, 
bakeries, eating houses, restaufants, 
and tea and coffee boutiques ; 

(i) the regulation, supervision, inspection 
and control of haidresing saloons, 
and barbers' shops ; 

(4 the number and natm of latrines ; (j) the regulation, supervision, inspection, 
and control of dairies, and the sale 

(e) the foundation and stability of of milk ; 
structure ; 

(k) the definition of the prescribed 
(ee) the levy of fees for the examination standard of milk that may be sold, 

and consideration of plans for new and the prevention of the sale of 
buildings or for alterations to m i l k  b e l o w  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  
existing buildings ; standard ; 

y) the line of building frontage. 

(9 )  Pub l ic  hea l th  and  ameni t ies ,  
including- 

(h) conservancy and scavenging, and the 
chargmg of fees for the same ; 

(c) t h e inspec t ion ,  regula t ion,  
maintenance and cleansing of all 
drains, privies, cesspits, ash-pits, 
and sanitary conveniences and 
appliances ; 

(4 the regulation and management of 
public sanitary conveniences ; 

( e )  the  regu la t ion ,  superv i s ion ,  
inspection, and control of lodging- 
houses and tenement buildings ; 

(I) in the case of any sample of milk, 
cream, b u t t e r  o r  c h e e s e ,  t h e  
determination of- 

(i) the deficiency in any of the 
n o r m a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  
genuine milk (including 
condensed and curdled milk), 
cream, butter, or cheese, or, 

(ii) the proportion of water or other 
extraneous matter discovered 
in any such sample, which 
shall, for the purposes of any 
enactment, or by-law for the 
time being in force, raise a 
p r e s u m p t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
contrary is proved that the 
rmlk, cream, butter, or cheese 
from which such sample was 
taken is not genuine or pure 
or is injurious to health ; 

V) the abatement of nuisances, including (m) the regula t ion,  sup e rv i  s i on,  
t h e  regu la t ion  and  con t ro l  of inspection, and control of the sale 
the operation of gramaphones, of articles of food or drink, 
loudspeakers, amplifiers and other including the sale of such articles by 
instruments automat ical ly  or  itinerant vendors and at hotels, 
m e c h a n i c a l l y  p r o d u c i n g  o r  shops and  p l a c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
reproducing sound ; markets ; 

( g )  the seizure, forfeiture, removal and (n)  the  regula t ion,  superv i s ion ,  
destructon of unwholesome articles inspection, and control of trades 
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d e e m e d  t o  b e  o f f e n s i v e  o r  
dangerous by the Urban Council ; 

(o) the regulation of the dimensions and 
use of MS in public lakes, rivers, 
lagoons, and estuaries for soaking 
coir husks, and the charging of fees 
for permits for the use of such 
kraals ; 

@) t h e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  
hpection, and control of wells on 
private lands ; 

197) t he  regula t ion ,  supervis ion,  
inspec t ion ,  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  
breweries, ice factories and aerated 
water manufactories ; 

(r) the  compel l ing  of owners  and 
occupiers in urban areas to keep 
their lands tire of undergrowth and 
rubbish ,  and the i r  dwel l ing 
compounds in a clean and sanitary 
condition ; 

(S) the prevention of malaria and the 
destruction of mosquitoes and 
disease-bearing insects ; 

( 1 )  the draining, cleansing, covering, or 
filling up of ponds, pools, open 
ditches, sewers, drains, and places 
contaming or used for the collection 
of any drainage, filth, water, 
matter, or thing of an offensive 
nature or likely to be prejudicial to 
health ; 

(U) the cleansing, purifying, ventilating, 
and  d i s in fec t ing  of houses ,  
dwellings, and places of assembly or 
worship by the owners or occupiers 
or persons having the care or 
control thereof; 

(V)  the prevention or mitigation of 
epidemic, endemic, or contagious 
diseases, and the speedy interment 
of the dead during the prevalence of 
such diseases ; 

(W) washing and bathing, including the 
establishment, maintenance, and 
regulation of public bathing-places 
and places for washing animals and 
clothes ; 

(X) all such other purposes, not specially 
provided for by this Ordinance, as 
m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
preservation or promotion of the 
public health and the suppression of 
nuisances. 

(1 0) Animals, including- 

(a) the regulation, supervision, inspection 
and control of slaughterhouses, and 
the levy and recovery of fees for the 
use thereof ; 

(h) the housing and penning of cattle, 
horses, sheep, goats, and pigs ; 

(c) stray cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs, 
and the fhng, levying and recovery 
of charges for the occupation of 
pounds, and the cost of the keep of 
the animals impounded ; 

(d) the control of epidemic diseases 
among animals, the maintenance 
and regulation of quarantine 
stations for animals, and the levying 
of fees for the occupation of such 
stations ; 

(e) the protection and preservation of 
game and wild birds ; 

V) the destruction of stray dogs ; 

(g) the prevention of cruelty to animals 
(including the restriction of the 
exposure for sale of live animals in 
any manner  l ike ly  t o  cause  
u n n v  pain or s u f f e )  ; 

(h) the regulation and supervision of 
cattle sheds, galas, and halting 
places, and the control of the 
location thereof. 

(11) Markets and fairs, public and 
private, including- 

fa) their establishment, maintenance, and 
improvement ; 

(h)  the i r  regu la t ion ,  superv is ion ,  
inspection, and control, including 
the regulation of the prices of 
articles sold therein ; 
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(c) their conservancy and scaveag,  and (p) in the case of private markets or of 
the prevention of nuisances in fairs, the standards to be observed 
connection with them ; in respect of accommodation. 

(d) the control of tra£Ec, and the 
preservation of order within them 
and in their i d  vicinity ; 

d r a i n a g e ,  r o a d s ,  a i r  s p a c e s ,  
e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  s a n i t a r y  
lrquhments ; 

(g) in the case of private markets or of 
(e) the provision, inspection, and control fairs, the renovation, alteration, 

o f  l a t r i n e s ,  ba th ing-p laces ,  enlargement, and improvement of 
slaughterhouses, water supply and existing buildings, and the erection 
lighting m markets ; of all new buildings in accordance 

V) the allotment of stalls and stands ; 
with approved plans and after 
notice to the Urban Council. 

(g) the inspection of food and the seizure 
of unwholesome articles of food ; (1 2) Waterworks, including- 

(h) the prohibition of the introduction or (U) the prevention of waste, misuse, 

sale of any article or articles of food u n d u e  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  o r  
in cases where there exists good contarnidon of the water supplied 
reason for such prohibition ; for public or private use ; 

(i) the prohibition, either absolutely or (b) the size, nature, strength, and 
subject to special licences, of the mater ia ls ,  a n d  t h e  m o d e  o f  
sale of any specified article, and the arrangement, position, alteration, 
charging of fees for such special removal, renewal, and repair of the 
licences ; pipes, valves, cocks, cisterns, soil 

pans, water-closets, and other 
(j) the provision of security against fires ; apparatus and receptacles to be 

(k) the temporary closing of any market 
or fair ; 

used respectively for carrying, 
delivering, regulating, and storing 
water ; 

(4 the due performance of their duties by 
m a r k e t  k e e p e r s  a n d  o t h e r  

(c) the regulation of the public supply of 
water by stand-pipes, and the use of 

employees ; the same ; 

(m) in the case of public markets, the 
fixing and recovery of fees or rents 
for the use of the market premises 
or any part thereof, and of the 
bu i ld ings  and  bathing-places  
connected therewith, and for the 
leasing of the right to collect any 
such fees or rents ; 

(n) in the case of public markets, the 
declaration of a market area, and 
the  l i cens ing ,  r es t r i c t ion ,  or  
prohibi t ion o f  sa les  wi thin  
such area in accordance with 
section 152 ; 

(0) in the case of private markets or of 
fairs, the licensing of such markets 
or fairs, the conditions of the 
licence, and the fees payable in 
respect thereof ; 

(4 the regulation of the supply of water 
by private services, and the 
materials and fittings to be used ; 

(e) the regulation of the supply of water 
by measurement, and the materials, 
meters, appliances, and fittings used 
for such a purpose or in connection 
therewith ; 

V) the regulation of the terms and 
conditions subject to which water 
will be supplied by private services 
o r  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  d o m e s t i c  
purposes, and the price to be paid 
for water so supplied ; 

(g) the recovery of charges due m respect 
of any water so supplied in the 
same manner as a fine ; and 
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(h) every other purpose, relating to the 
supply or the control of the supply 
of water from the waterworks, for 
which by-laws may appear to be 
necessary. 

allocated to the Council by the 
Minister ; 

(cl) all rates, taxes, duties, fees, and other 
charges levied under the authority 
of this ordjnance : 

(13) Public services, including all matters 
neces sa ry  fo r  t he i r  es tab l i shment ,  
maintenance, working, and supply, and for 
the recovery of charges in connection 
therewith. 

(14) The measure or dimension of bread, 
and the regulation of its manufacture and 
quality. 

( 14A) The control of parking of motor 
vehicles within the Urban Council area by 
providmg parking places and collecting the 
prescribed fee for parking such motor 
vehicles in such places : 

Provided that the preceding provisions of 
this paragraph shall not apply in respect of 
motor vehicles of the Sri Lanka Central 
Transport Board. 

(15) All other purposes, whether of the 
same nature as those above enumerated or 
otherwise, for which by-laws may be 
necessary for the protection or promotion of 

(e) all sums realized by sales, leases, or 
other tmmactions of the Council ; 

V) all revenue derived by the Council 
from any property vested in the 
Council, or by the admhisbtion of 
any public service ; 

(g)  all sums derived from any source of 
revenue made over to any local 
authority to which the Council is 
the successor in pursuance or in 
supposed pursuance of any repealed 
enactment ; 

(h) all sums and all sources of revenue, 
from time to time, appropriated or 
made over to the Council by 
Parliament, whether by resolution 
or otherwise ; 

(i) all sums otherwise accruing to the 
Council in the course of the exmise 
of its powers and duties. 

the local public interests, conveniences, and 
(3) All moneys received by an Urban 

amenities. Council and payable into the local fund 

PART V11 

shall be deposited at the nearest kachcheri 
or placed to the credit of an account bearing 
the name of that fund at an approved bank 

FINANCE In this subsection "approved bank " 
means a bank specified by the Minister by 

LOCAL FUND Order published in the Gazette as a bank in 
which the moneys of any Municipal 

Local fundand 158. (1) Every Urban Council for its Council, Urban Council or Town Council 
its constituents, general financial purposes shall establish a may be deposited. 

local fUnd 
(4) Such part of the local fund as may 

(2) There shall be payable into the local not be immediately required for the 
fund-  purposes of the Council may be invested on 

any of the securities specified in section 20 
(U) the fines and @ties enumerated in of the Trusts Ordinance. 

the Fourth Schedule ; 
159. (1) There shall be paid out of the Application of 

(h) the amount of all stamp duties local fund established by each Urban I*cdl fund. 
enumerated in the Fifth Schedule ; Council1 

(c) subject to any special appropriation 
made by the Minister, all grants 

(a) all expenses ind the Council (4 20, 48 of 
or by the secretary or any other 1971.1 
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officer of the Council in the exercise 
of its or his powers and the 
discharge of its or his fimctions and 
duties under this ordinance or any 
other enactment or any by-law or 
rule made thereunder ; and 

(h) all sums payable by the Council in 
respect of any liability under 
the Workmen's Compensation 
ordinance ; and 

health, recreational or educational 
purposes ; 

(g) such contributions not exceeding in 14-2, 14 of 
the aggregate one thousand rupees 1958.1 
in any year as may be voted by 
the  Counci l ,  and  s u c h  o t h e r  
contributions as may be voted by 
the Council with the prior sanction 
in writing of the Minister, towards 
the cost of public enkrtainments or 
recreations, or towards the support 

(c) all sums payable by the Council as of any l i k e s ,  or any educational, 
premium for the insurance of any scientific, charitable or benevolent 
property belonging to or vested in institutions, or any religious, 
the Council, or for insurance charitable, cultural, health or 
agai-nst any liability that may be educational purposes ; and 
incurred by the Council under 

the Workmen's g all allowances payable to the [§ 130, LW 21 
ordinance ; and Chairman, Vice-Chairman and of 1977.1 

(4 all sums which the Council may 
members in accordance with rules 

decide to award by way of ex grafia made under section 193 ; 

payments to any persons or the 
dependants of any persons (other 
than servants of the Council) who 
receive injuries or sustain any other 
d a m a g e  o r  a r e  k i l l e d  i n  
circumstances which, being due to 
an accident or to a defect in any 
machinery, plant or equipment used 
b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o r  t o  t h e  

all sums voted by the Council to meet 
the travelling expenses of members 
or officers of the Council attending 
any meeting or conference of 
members or officers of Urban 
Councils for the consideration of 
m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  
administration. 

u n a u t h o r i z e d  o r  u n l a w f u l  
interference of a third party, are 

(2) AU cheques or orders for payment of 

only indirectly attributable to the 
moneys out of the local fimd shall be sgned 
and issued in such manner as may be 

exercise of any of the powers vested 
in the Council or its officers or prescribed by rules made under section 193. 

servants by or under this 
ordinance ; and 

(e) all sums received by the Council, 
which the Council is authorized or 
required by any written law to 
refimd to the persons by whom they 
were paid ; and 

(f) such expenses not exceeding in the 
aggregate two thousand rupees in 
any year as may be i n 4  by the 
Council, and such other expenses as 
may be incurred by the Council 
with the prior sanction in writiug of 
the Minister, in connection with 
civic receptions or the celebration 
or observance of any events or 
occasions of public interest, or any 
religious, charitable, cultural, 

159A. (1) An Urban Council may, with Exgratia 
the approval of the Minister given after payment of 

pens~on, consultation with the Minister in charge of 
the subject of Public Administration, grant, gratu~ty or 

out of the local fund established by that retiring 
allowance. Council, to any person- [# S 7 of 1959.1 

0 who retires or has retired fiom service 
as an officer or servant of that 
Council, or 

(b) who is or was transferred from such 
service to, and retires or has retired 
f r o m ,  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  
Government, 

a pension, gratuity, or rething allowauce in 
respect of any period of his service as such 
officer or servant for which no pension, 
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gratuity, or retiring allowance or no prescribed by the Council, and subject to 
adequate pension, gratuity, or retiring the approval of the Minister, impose and 
allowance is payable under any by-laws or levy a rate on the annual value of any 
rules of that Council or under any pension immovable property or any species of 
scheme established or deemed to be immovable property situated within the 
established under the Local Government town. 
Service Law. 

(2) The Council may under this section 
(2) Where no pension, annuity, or impose different rarates for diff-t areas or 

gratuity, or no adequate pension, annuity, p m  of the to the 
or gratuity is  payable to the widow, provided by the Co-il for each such 
children, next of kin or dependants of any or part. 
deceased officer or servant of an Urban 
Council under Or that ( 2 ~ )  It be lawful f i  to [f 5.57 of 
Council or under any s ~ h e m e  or fund authorize the waiver of the whole or any 1979.1 
established or deemed to be established part of the rate imposed by the Council 
under the Local Government Service Law, this don in any past year any 
that Council may, with the of the costs incumi for the purpose of recovaiog 
Minister given after consultation with the h t  rate where- 
Minister in charge of the subject of Public 
Administration. grant to such widow, (,l h is of the M such ra& has 
children, next of kin or dependants a been imposed without the provision 
pension, an aunuity or a gratuity out of the of adequate services ; or 
local fund established by that Council. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) or (h) he determines, with the approval of 

subsection (2) of this section shall be the Government, that such waiver 

consttued to confer on any person any right is just and equitable in all the 
-ces of the case. 

to any pension, annuity, gratuity or retiring 
allowance under either of those ~ o n s .  

(2e) Where the Minister has under [# 5.57 o f  

Power to 159B. ( l) An Urban Council may, with subsection ( 2 ~ )  authorized the waiver of the 1979.1 

c\~ahlirh the -val of the Minister given with the whole or part of any rate imposed and any 
gralult) concumnce of the Minister in charge of the costs incurred for the purpose of recovering 
whrrne 
[l 2. 7 OS 19~9.1 subject of Public Adnhktdon, make by- 

that rate, the Council shall1 

laws providing for the establishment of, and 
may establish in accordance with such by- 
laws, a scheme for the payment of gratuities 
to temporary officers and servants of that 
Council upon their discontinuance from the 
d c e  of that Council. 

(a) where such rate has been paid, set off 
such amount of the rate and any 
costs incurred, against future rates 
due on the property in respect of 
which such rate has been paid ; or 

Power to 
Impose and 
lev! rate\. 

(2) By-laws made under subsection ( 1) (h) where such rate has not been paid, 
may be so made by an Urban Council as to waive the amount of the rate and 
be applicable to temporary officers and any costs in& 
servants of that Council who have been 
discontinued from the service of that No person shall have a right to a &imd 
Council before the coming into operation of of such amount. 
the by-laws. 

(3) Where the Council, in imposing any 
IMPOSITION OF RATES AND TAXES rates for any year, res0lve~ to levy without 

alteration the same rate as was in force 
*160. (1) The Urban Council of a town during the preceding year, the approval of 

may, sub j ec t  t o  such  l imi ta t ions ,  the Minister shall not be required for the 
qualifications, and conditions as may be hrpsition and levy of such rate. 

Application modlfled In such areas as may be specified In an Order under section 2 of the Ratlng and 
Valuation Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 
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(4) The Council shall allow a discount of 
ten per centum of the amount of any annual 
rate payable under this section, if such rate 
is paid on or before the thirty-first day of 
January of that year or where such rate is 
payable in instalments the Council shall 
allow a discount of five per centum of the 
amount of instalment of rate due if such 
amount is paid within the iht one month of 
the period for which the instalment of rate is 
due. 

*161. There shall be exempt from any 
rate imposed under section 160- 

(2) Where the Council, in imposing any . 
tax under this section for any year, resolves 
to levy without alteration the same tax as 
was in force during the pnxdng year, the 
approval of the Minister shall not be 
nqukd for the imposition and levy of such 
tax. 

163. (I) The tax on vehicles and V e h i c l e s  and 
animals which an  Urban Counc i l  i s  

r&.I3.d%0f authorized to impose by section 162 shall be &79.) 
an annual tax m respect of all or any of the 
vehicles and animals specified in the Third 
Schedule, and ordiuarily used or to be used 
within the town for which the Council is 

(a) all or dolly or may constituted, and shall be the respective 

used for religious, educational, or amounts in that 
charitable purposes ; 

(2) The tax on vehicles and auimaIs shall 

(h) all buildings in charge of military not be leviable or payable in =sped of- 

sentries : 

( 1 . )  all burial and cremation grounds ; 

(U) any vehicle or animal which is the 
property of the State or of the 
Council ; or 

(4 any immovable property which the 
Council may specially exempt from (h) the authorized number of horses 

belonging to military officers doing 
such rate on the ground of the 
poverty of the owner, staff, regimental, or other public 

duty within the town ; or 

(e) in the case of any defined portion of a 
rate, declared by resolution of the 
Counc i l  t o  be l ev ied  for  the  
purposes of any special public 
service, any immovable property 
situated within any area which is 
not benefited by such service, or 
within which other provision is 
made for the said or a like service 
to the satisfhdian of the Cmmd 

162. (1) The Urban Council of a town 
m a y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  such  l imi ta t ions ,  
qualifications, and conditions as may be 
prescribed by the Council, impose and levy 
any of the following taxes and licence duties 
witbin the town :- 

(a) a tax on vehicles and animals ; 

(h) a duty in respect of licences issued by 
the C o d  : and 

(c) any other form of tax approved by the 
Minister. 

(c) vehicles kept for sale by bona fide 
dealers in such vehicles and not 
used for any other purpose ; or 

(d) vehicles subject to a licence duty 
under section 3 of the Vehicles 
Ordinance, or to a tax under any 
enactment for the time being in 
force relatiIlg to motor vehicles. 

(3) The tax on vehicles and animaln shall 
be payable annually in advance on such date 
as may be ordered by the Council or  
prescribed by by-laws. 

(4) The tax an vehicles and aninurls shall 
be payable by each person in whose 
possession or custody or control any vehicle 
or animal liable to the tax may be finmd so 
soon as it has been for thirty days used or 
k e p t f o r u s e w i t h i n t h e a d m i d d w l i n r i t s  
of the town, but no person shall be liable 
mderthissectioninrespectofanyvehicle 
or animal which has been m his possesion 
for less than thirty &ys. 

* Application modified in such areas as may be specified in an Order under section 2 of the Rating and 
Valuation Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 
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(5) No person by reason of the transfer of secretary of the Council shall report the [921,48 of 
ownership shall be liable to pay tax on any failure to the Magistrate's Court,* and the 1971.1 

vehicle or animal on which the tax has court shall proceed to recover the amount 
already been paid for the year in which the due as if it were a fine imposed by the court 
ownership was transferred. and shall pay the amount so recovered into 

the local fund 
(6) The Chairman may, in respect of any 

period exceeding One year at any One 164. (I) The licence duty which an  Lien= duty. 
time, hm any l i v q  k~ Or Urban Council is authorized to impose b 

l 
such stable or by such person. 

any tax under this Ordinance is used or to d e e d  by me to 
be used within the administrative limits of vdw of to be 
more than one town, such vehicle or animal 
shall only be liable to one such tax in provided that where the annual value 
respect of the town within which it is premises falls within the limits of 
principally used or to be used, and if any item in Column I set out below, 
question arises as to the administrative maximum duty shall not exceed the 
limits within which any vehicle or animal set out in the corresponding entry 
liable to any such tax is principally used or column 11- 
to be used, the question shall be determined 
by the Commissioner. 

ordinarily liable to both the tax imposed h. 750 

under section 162 of this Ordinance, and the h. 
tax imposed under section 245 of the Exceeds Rs. 1,500 
Municipal Councils Ordinance, such vehicle 
or animal shall be liable to only one such Provided, further, th 
tax which shall be payable- premises are used for 

(U) where the vehicle or animal is kept hotel, restaurant o r  lodg ing  hous  

Council, to such Urban Council or Act, the duty so levied shall be accordi 
Municipal Council as the case may to the takings of the hotel, restaurant 
be ; or 

(b) where the vehicle or animal is not shall not exc 
kept within the adrninistratlve hilimits takings. 
o f  a n  U r b a n  C o u n c i l  o r  a 

it is principally used. 

* Vide also section 32 of the Judicature Act. 

XWV 160 
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By-laws 165. Any tax imposed under section 162 165B- (1) An Urban Council may by Tax on certain 
relating to other than the tax on vehicles and animals resolution impose and levy annually, on businesses. 
taxes. [Q IS. 42 o f  shall be of such amount, and subject to such every person who, within the administrative 1979.1 

conditions as may be pres-xibed by by-laws limits of such Council, carries on any 
made under this Ordinance. business for which, no licence is n- 

under the provisions of this Ordinance or 
165A.(1) An Urban C o u n c i l m a y  any by-law made t h m d e r ,  or any tax is 

bdrr we and levy a tax on any trade anied payable under section 165~ ,  a tax according 
[P 1979.1 15 '  420f On within the administrative limits of that to the takings of the business for the year 

Council. preceding the year in which such tax is 
payable at such rates not 

(2) The tax levied under subsection ( I )  set out below 
shall be an annual tax determined by the 
Council accordmg to the a d  value of the 
premises on which that trade is carried on : 

Provided that where the annual value of Where the taklngm o 

such premises falls within the limits. of any m do 6,000 
item in Column I set out below, the tax (B) aauh ra 6,000 M do 

levied shall not exceed the sum set out in the rxcaed Rs. 12,000 

cmeqonding entry in Column II- (iii) acada Rs. 12#00 M do no4 
exceed Rs. 16.750 

0 armed8 RI. 16,750 but do nd 
Column I C o h n  I /  exceed Rs. 75,600 

Whom the annual value- 
don not acd Rs. 750 Rs. 500 
a c w d t R r 7 5 0 b u t d o n n d  
acwd Rs. 1,500 

(3) The tax levied under subsection (1) 
shall be payable on such date as may be 

by-law, by the person who carries on such 
trade. 

l 
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For the puposes of this section- 

(a) " business * includes any trade or 
profession or calling or the business 
of a man-, or of any person 
taking commission or fees in respect 
of any transaction or services 
rendered or the business of an 
independent contractor, but does 
not include the occupation of 
selling articles, goods or materials 
at a private fair or the occupation 
of maintaining any educational 
establishment or school to which 
grants h m  state fimds are paid or 
to which such grants were earlier 
paid but at present are not paid ; 
and 

(6) " takings " in relation to any business, 
means the total mount h v e d  or 
receivable fiwn tmsactions e n W  
into in respect of that business or 
for services performed in carrying 
on that business, and includes- 

(a) in the case of financier, money- 
lender or pawnbroker, the 
moneys given out by him as 
loans, the interest received or 
receivable by him on such 
loans, and the sums received 
by him as  fees  o r  other  
charges in respect of such 
loans ; 

(h) in the case of an auctioneer, and 
subject to the provision of 
pangraph (c) in the case of a 
broker or commission agent- 

(i) in mpect of lands sold by 
him or in the sale of 
which he is ' ' "1 
the commission or fees 
received or mxivable by 
him for any transactions 
e f f ec t ed  or  se rv ices  
rendered by him in 
connection with such 
sale ; 

(ii) in respect of any goods 
sold by him or in the 
sale  of which he i s  
instrumental the total 

amount paid or payable 
by the pmhaser of such 
goods ; 

(c) in the case of any broker (other 
than a share broker or a 
p r o d u c e  b r o k e r ) ,  o r  
commission agent, who- 

(i) on behalf of any person 
not  res ident  i n  S r i  
L a n k a ,  s e l l s  o r  i s  
instrumental in selling 
any goods of that non- 
resident person, or 

(ii) acts an bek8  of au 
exporter of any goods 
manufactured in Sri 
- o r  

(iii) on behalf of m y  other 
person carrying on a 
bushem in Sri Lanka, is 
instrumental in selling in 
Sri Lanka any goods of 
that other person, being 
goads the total proceeds 
of the sale of which is 
included in the takings 
of the business of that 
other person, 

the commissions or fees 
received or &vable by such 
broker or cummkion agent in 
respect of any transaction 
effected, or services rmdered 
by him in so dling, &ng, or 
in being instrumental in so 
selling, and in the case of a 
share broker or a produce 
broker, the commissions or 
fees received or &vable by 
such broker or commission 
agent in respect o f  a n y  
transaction e M  or d c e s  
rendered by him ; and 

(d) in the case of a person canying 
o n  a n y  e d u c a t i o n a l  
establishment or school, the 
to ta l  amount,  exc luding  
p f i t s  immtmat of the 
moneys of the educational 
establ ishment  o r  school ,  



Tax on 
undeveloped 
land. 
(8 15.42 of 
1979.1 

received or mxivable by him 
i n  c a r r y i n g  o n  s u c h  
educational establishment or 
school, but does not include 
any  amount  rece ived  o r  
receivable by the sale of 
capital assets. 

165C. (1) Where any land within the 
administrative limits of an Urban Council, 
is suitable for buildmg purposes, or for the 
p u r p o s e s  o f  pe rmanen t  o r  r egu la r  
cultivation, or such land is capable of being 
developed for any such purpose at a cost 
which would, m the opinion of the Couual, 
be reasonable, and where- 

(a) no building has been erected on such 
land ; 

(h) the extent of such land which is 
actually covered by buildmgs bears 

his servant or agent, shall pay to the 
Council, from the proceeds of the sale of 
such land, a tax equivalent to one per 
centurn of the amount of such proceeds. 

(2) If the tax payable under subsecti 
(1) is not paid within fourteen days of 
demand, the Council shall report such 
failure to the Magistrate's Court and the 
Court shall proceed to recover the a 
due as if it were a fine imposed by 
notwithstanding that such amount exc 
the amount of a fine which a Magis 
may impose in the exercise of his ordinary 
jurisdiction and the amount so r e c o d  by 
Court shall be paid into the local h d  of 

ASSESSMENT AND RECOVE 

to the total extent of such land, a Pm- for the P- of any rate under and 

pf~portion less than h e  prescribed this Ordinance shall, with the necessary 
proportion ; or modifications, be made in manner 

prescribed by section 235 of the Mmicipal 
(c) such land has not been subject to Councils Ordinance, with respect to  

re@ or merit cultivation, immovable property within Municipal 
limits, and all the provisions of the said 

the Council shall levy annually, on the d o n 7  together with those of sections 233, 
owner of such land, a tax not ex&g two 242, 243, and 236 to 241, shall, with the 
per centurn of the capital site value of such necessary modifications, apply with respect 

land 

(2) The provisions of sections 235 and 
236 of the Municipal Councils Ordinance 
shall, with the necessary modifications, such assessment7 any valuation of any 
apply with respect to every assessment of ~ ~ ~ o v a b l e  Property made for the PWOSfS 

the capital site value of land, made under of the assessment tax under the Police 
subsection (l). Ordinance, or any enactment passed in 

amendment thereof, shall be deemed to be 
For the purposes of section, capital the valuation of such property for the 

site ", when used m refetence to any 
land, means the probable price which would thereof uuder this 
be paid for the land, exclusive of all 
buildings thereon, if the land were sold in $167. (1) For the purpose 
the open market, free of all mortgages, ascemin 
leases, encumbrances or other charges. the opinion of the Chairman of an Urban 

Council, may be necessary for the due 
~ a x  on cextain 165D. (1) Where any land within the imposition or levy of any rate or tax within 
sales of land. . .  . 
[Q IS. 42 of 

admmsmm limits of an Urban Council is the town for which the Urban Council is 

1979.1 sold by public auction or otherwise, by an constituted, the Chairman may, by notice in 
auctioneer or broker or his servant or agent, wrilmg, require all persons who are liable or 
the vendor or such auctioneer or broker or may be supposed to be liable to such rate or 

* Application modified in such areas as may 
Valuation Ordinance. --See section 76 thereof. 

. . 
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tax, or who may be the owners or occupiers 
or supposed owners or occupiers of any 
property with respect to which any rate or 
tax is imposed or may be imposed under 
this Ordinance, or if the Chairman shall so 
think fit, every householder within the town, 
to render all such retums, and make all such 
declarations of such particulars and in such 
form as may be prescribed by by-laws under 
this Ordinance, or, pending the making of 
such by-laws, as may be directed by the 
Council. 

(2) All persons on whom any notice 
under subsection (1) may be served shall fill 
up in writing, sign, date, and deliver or 
transmit to the office of the Council any 
form served with such notice, or furnish 
any mformation required thereby, within 
fourteen days, or such longer time as may 
be prescribed by by-laws or specified in such 
notice. 

(3) Any person who refuses to accept or 
who refuses, neglects, or omits duly to fill 
up and deliver or transmit any form or to 
furnish any information referred to in 
subsection (2) within the time prescribed or 
specified in that behalf, or who negligently 
r ende r s  a r e t u rn  o r  fu rn i shes  any 
inhmafion which is in any mated respect 
inaccurate to the advantage of such person, 
shall be guilty of an offence punishable with 
a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees. 

(4) All declarations made for any of the 
purposes of this section shall be free of 
stamp W' 

said liability, and it shall be the duty of 
every person so examined to answer truly all 
guestions addressed to him. 

(2) Any person who, being summoned 
under this section, fails without lawful 
excuse to appear or submit to examination 
in obedience to the summons, shall be gurlty 
of an offence punishable with a fine not 
ex- fifty rupees. 

(3) Any statement or declaration made by 
any person under this section or d o n  16; 
with reference to the value of any pPopetty 
in which such person is interested, or as to 
the value of the interest of such person 
therein, shall be conclusive evidence m any 
proceeding or matter in which the value of 
such prom or such interest is in question, 
as against the pason making the statement 
or declaration, that at the date at, or with 
reference to, which the statement or 
declaration was made, the said pqexty or 
the interest of such person in the said 
property was of the value attributed thereto 
in such statement or d e c W o n  

* 169. ( I )  The Chairman of an Urban Chairman's 
Council, or any officer auibmhd by him in P O ~ " O I  
that behalf, may, for the purpose of ~nspcciion. 

ascertaining or verifying any information as 
to the liability of any person to any mte or 
tax, at any time between sunrise and sunset 
enter upon and inspect any premises liable 
or supposed to be liable to the said rate or 
tax, or any premises on which any vehicle, 
animal, or other thing in respect of which 
any tax is payable is situate, or may be 
supposed to be situate. 

Power of *168. (1) The Chairman of an Urban 
Chairman to Council may, by notice in writing, summon (2) Any Person who, without lawful 
summon 
pasonsbcfoR before him, or before any off= appointed excuse, obstructs the Chairman or officer 
him. by him in that M, any p m  whom he appointed for the purpose while acting in 

has reason to believe to be liable to the Pursuance of this section shall be guilty of 
payment of any m or tax, or who may be an offence punishable with a fine not 
the owner or supposed owner of any exceeding .fifty tupees. 

property with respect to which any rate or 
tax is imposed or may be imposed under *170. (1) All rates and taxes imposed Recovery of 
this Ordinance, or any other person whom and levied by an U h  C o d  under this rates and lax a. 
he has reason to believe to be able to give Ordinance, all rents due in respect of any 
any information with respect to any such premises let by a Council, and all fees 
property, and the Chairman or the officers leviable under any by-law made by a 
so appointed may thereupon examine any Council, shall, where no other method of 
such person on oath with reference to the recovery is s p i f k d y  provided by or under 

* Application modified in such areas as may be specified in an Order under section 2 of the Rating and 
Valuation Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 



this Ordinance or any other enactment, be 
recoverable by the secretary of the Council 
m the same manner as rates, taxes and rents 
are recoverable under the Municipal 
Councils Ordinance ; and all the provisions 
of sections 252 to 266 of that Ordinance 
relating to the recovery or the waiver of 
rates, taxes and rents and the termination of 
the tenancy of tenants of the Council shall, 
with the necessary modifications, apply 

accordingly. 

* ( 2 )  Where the lessee or occupier of any 
immovable property belonging to the State 
and situated within the limits of any town 
makes default in the payment of any rates 
imposed in respect of such property under 
this Ordinance by the Urbau Council of that 
town, and a warrant is Issued, in accordance 
with such of the provisions of law as are 
made applicable in such case by subsection 
( I ). for the seizure and sale of the movable 
or immovable property of such lessee or 
occupier, the officer to whom the warrant 
is issued may, notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other written law to the 
conlrary, execute the wanant m any area in 
which any movable or immovable property 

of the secretary of the Council to take all 
steps necessary to recover such rate, tax, 
rent, fee, duty, toll, fine, penalty or other 
payment and credit it to the funds of the 
urban Council. 

171. The Council may by resolution Waiver of sums 
waive the whole or any part of any sum of due to the 
money (not being a sum for the waiver of Council 

which provision is made by section 170) due 
totheCouncilfiomanypersonifitappears 
to the Council that the amount to be waived 
is mmmiderable or i m c o d l e  or that it 
shouldbewrittenoffonthegrolmdofthe 
poverty of the person liable themfor. Every 
such resolution relating to the waiver of an 
amount exceeding fifty rupees shall be 
subject to the approval of the Mhister. 

t172. No assessment or valuation, and Assessment, 
no charge or demand of rate or tax under &c..nOttobe 

impeached for the authority of this Ordinance, and no of 
seizure and sale, shall be impeached or 
affected by reason of any mistake in the 
name of any person liable to pay the rate or 
tax, or in the description of any property or 
thing liable to xate or $X, or any mis$ke in 
the amount of assessment or the mode of 

of such lessee or occupier may be found, seizure and sale, or any other fbrmal defect. 
whether such area is within or outside the 
limits of that tom LOANS 

Recover) of 170A. (1) Where under the provisions 
PaYmentsdue of this Ordinance, or any by-law, rule or 
to the Urban 
C'ounc~l. regulation made under this Ordinance, any 
[g 28,4x of duty, fine, penalty, fee or other payment has 
1971.1 become due to the Urban Council, then, 

notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
any such provision or any such by-law, rule 
or regulation, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the Council to take all steps 
necessary to recover such duty, fine, 
penalty, fee or other payment and credit it 
to the funds of the urban Council. 

(2) Where any rate, tax, rent, fee, duty, 
toll, fine, penalty or any other payment 
whatsoever has become due to the Urban 
Council under any written law, other than 
this Ordinance, or any by-law, rule or 

173. (I) It shall be lawful for an Urban Power of 
Council, subject to the approval of the Urban Council 

to borrow on Minister, to borrow from the Government the of 
of Sri Lanka, or any person or persons or rates and taxes. 
body of persons, whether incorporated or 
not, such sum or sums of money as may be 
necessary for any of the purposes of the 
Council : 

Provided that the approval of the 
Minis ter  s h a l l  no t  be necessa ry  f o r  
borrowing any such sum if the amount 
outstanding in respect of all loans already 
raised by such Council does not exceed the 
total income received by such Council 
dur ing the  th ree  years  immedia te ly  
preceding the year in which that sum is to 
be borrowed. 

regulation made under this odhance, then, 
notwithstanding anything to the contrary in (2) Every loan raised by an Urban 
the a f d d  written law, it shall be the duty Council shall be subject to such rate of 

* Shall not have effect in such areas as may be specified in an Order under section 2 of the Rating and Valuation 
Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 
t Application modified in such areas as may be specified in an Order under section 2 of the Rating and 

Valuation Ordinance. See section 76 thereof. 





URBAN COUNCILS [Cap. 577 

Budget. 

December next preceding or such other 
period of twelve months as the Council, 
with the sanction of the Commisioner, may 
direct, and a statement of the assets and 
liabilities existing at the said date, and a 
copy or duplicate of such account and 
statement verified on oath before any 
Justice of the Peace by the Chairman of the 
Council, or such other officer of the Council 
as it may appoint for the purpose, and 
certified by one of the members to be 
correct, shall be deposited with the C o w  
and shall be open to the hspection of any 
householder resident within the town 
administered by the Council or any party 
in- 

(2) An abstract of the account and 
statement r e f d  to m &section (1) shall 
be published in the Gazette for general 
information before the first day of March 
following, or before such other date as 
the Council, with the sanction of the 
Commissioner, may direct. 

shall be open to inspection at the Urban 
Council office. 

178A. If the ult>an Couucil mod& or Chairman's 
rejects all or any of the items m any budget POWmwith 

regard to or supplementary budget or adds any item 
thereto and the Chairman does not agree [l 132, Law 24 
with any such decision of the Council he of 1977.1 

shall re-submit the budget or supplenmtary 
budget  t o  the  Counci l  f o r  f u r t h e r  
cons idera t ion .  Where  a b u d g e t  o r  
supplementary budget is not passed by the 
Council within two weeks after it is re- 
submitted, the budget or supplementary 
budget shall, notwithstanding that it has 
not been passed by the Council, be deemed 
t o  be  t h e  d u l y  a d o p t e d  b u d g e t  o r  
supplementary budget of the Council. 

179. The Chairman may, in case of vahtion of 
necessity during the course of any year, 

propo=d in reduce or increase the expenditure under 
a n y  h e a d  o r  t r a n s f e r  t h e  m o n e y s  [% 133. ~ r w  24 
appropriated under one head to any other Of1977-1 

head, in the budget or in any s u p p l h  

178. ( 1 )  The Chairman of every Urban 
budget adopted for that year, but so, 

Council shall, each year, on or before such 
however, tha t  t h e  t o t a l  amount  o f  
expenditure sanctioned by such budget or 

date as may be fixed by by-laws of the 
Council or by xules made under section 193, 

suppl- budget is not exceeded. 

prepare and submit to the a wet 180. (1) The Chairman of every Urban ~ m d  
for the next in such as Council shall, as soon as may be aAer the ~ ~ t i o n  
may be prescribed by the Commissioner, 

close of each financial year, prepare a and containing- 
detailed report of the administration of the 

( a )  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p roposed  Council during such financial year, with a 

expenditure set out in items under statement showing the nature and amount 

appropriate heads ; 
of receipts and dbbmmmts on account of 
t h e l o c a l f i m d ~ t h a t y e % r .  

(h) an estimate of the available income of 
the Council sources other than (2) The report and statement requkd by 

rates ; &section (1) M be m such form as may 
be prescribed by the Commissioner, and 

(c) an estimate of the rate or rates shall be submitted to the Council, and, 

necessary for the purpose of 
together with any resolutions that may have 

providing fo r  the  p r o p o s e d  beenpassedthereonbythecancil, shallbe 

expenditure. submitted to the Minister through the 
Commissioner within six weeks of the date 
when they were first submitted to the 

(2) Whenever it is necessary to intmdwe Council, or within such other period as 
new or items vditure the Council, with the approval of the 

the course of any year, the Chairman shall 
prepare and submit to the Council a Commissioner, may determine. 

supplementary budget containing details of 
the proposed expenditure. AUDIT 

(3) A copy of every annual budget or 181. (1) The accounts of every Urban Audit. 
supplementary budget of an Urban Council Council shall be audited dmbg each half of 
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Recovery ot 
surcharges. 

the financial year by Government, and every 
Urban Council shall, in respect of each 
audit fbr any half of any ihaucd year, pay 
to Government as a contribution towards 
the cost of such audit a fee computed in the 
manner following, that is to say :- 

(a) where the aggregate amount of the 
revenue of an Urban Council for 
any half of any such financial year 
is equal to or less than seventy-five 
thousand rupees, one per centum of 
the amount of such menue ; and 

where the aggregate amount of the 
revenue of an Urban Council for 
any half of any such financial year 
is more than seventy-five thousand 
rupees, one per centum of the first 
seventy-five thousand rupees of 
such revenue and one-half per 
centurn of the amount by which 
such revenue exceeds seventy-five 
thousand rupees. 

(2) For the purposes of any audit and 
examination of accounts under this 
Ordinance, the auditor may, by notice in 
writing, require the production before him 
of any books, deeds, contracts, accounts, 
vouchers, and any other documents and 
papers which he may deem necessary, and 
may requi re  any person holding or 
accountable for any such books, deeds, 
contracts, accounts, vouchers, documents, 
or papers to appear before him at any such 
audit and examination or adjournment 
thereof, and to make and sign a declaration 
in respect of the same. 

Every such declaration shall be free of 
stamp duty. 

(3) If any person neglects or refuses to 
produce any book, deed, contract, account, 
voucher, document or papers, or to make or 
sign any declaration when required so to do 
under subsection (2). he shall be guilty of an 
offence pmishable with a k not exceeding 
one hundred rupees, and a f3rther fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees for each day during 
which the offence is umtinued aRer he has 
been convicted of such offence. 

182. (I) Every auditor acting in 
pursuance of this Part shall disallow every 
item of account contrary to law, and 

surcharge the same on the person making or 
authorizing the making of the illegal 
payment, and shall charge against any 
person accounting the amount o f  any 
deficiency or loss incunred by the mglqeme 
or misconduct of that person and any sum 
which ought to have been, but is not, 
brought into account by that person, and 
shall in every case certify the amount due 
fi.om such person 

(2) Before making any surcharge or 
disallowance, the auditor shall afford an 
opportunity to the person against whom 
such surcharge or clisah- is mnrie, to 
be heard or to make any representations 
with refet.ence to any matter which he may 
think fit, and shall, in the event of his 
making such surcharge or disallowance, on 
application by any such person, state in 
writingthereasonfbrhisdecishmn?spect 
of such disallowance or surcharge. 

183. (1) Any person aggrieved by any .nd 

disallowance or surcharge may appeal anfOrC*mant Of  

against such decision to the Court of surshargas, &C. 

Appeal, and the Court of Appeal may either 
CO* such disall- or ,smhqe, or, 
if it is of opinion that such didmmce or 
surcharge is not in accordance with law, 
may modify or set aside such disallowance 
or surcharge accordbgly. 

(2) Every appeal under subsection (I) 
be presented, prasecuted, and enfol.oed 

within the time and in the manner and 
subject to the rules prescribed for and 
observed in appeal from interlocutory 
orders  of  Dis t r ic t  Courts ,  and a l l  
~ i n c o x m e d b ~ s h a l l b e  
subjecttothesamestampdutiesasappeals 
hm Mct Couas. 

(3) In lieu of an appeal subeectian 
(1) any person aggrieved may, within thirty 
days of the date of the decision of the 
auditor duly communicated to him, appeal 
from such decision to the Minister, and it 
shall be lawful for the Minister, upon any 
such appeal, to decide the @on at issue 
according to the merits of the case, and if 
the Minister finds that any disallowance or 
surcharge has been lawfully made, but that 
the subject-matter thereof was incurred 
under such circumstances as to make it fair 
and equitable that the disallowance or 
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surcharge should be remitted, the Minister business at any meetings that may 
may direct that such disallowance or be held ; or 
surcharge shall be remitted on payment of 
the costs, if any, which may have been (b) wilful neglect, or misconduct in the 

incurred by the auditor in the enforcing of performance of the duties imposed 
such disallowance or surcharge. Any bythis0rdinance;or 
amount directed to be recovered from any 
such person under any order made by the (c) persistent dkhedience to or disegard 

Minister may foahwith be mvered by the of the directions, instructions or 

Commissioner or any person authorized in -0ftheMinisteror 
. . of the Conmnsslaner . . writing m that behalf by the (3mmmoner, ; or 

in the same manner as any sum cxtified to (4 incompetence and mismanagement ; 
be due by an auditor is recoverable under or 
the provisions of this section. 

(4) No expenses paid by any Urban (4)  abuse of the powers conferred by this 

Council shall be disallowed by the auditor, Ordinance, 

if such expenses have been sanctioned by , tb of the or 
the Minister. of any Urban Council or any of the 

( 5 )  Every sum certified to be due from members thereof, the Minister may, as the 

any person by an auditor under this circumstances of each case may mph, by 

O r d i ~ n c e s h a l l b e p a i d b y s u c h p e r s o n t o  Order published m the Gazette- 
the Commisioner within fourteen days after 
the sum has been so certified, unless there is (i) m v e  the Chaimran hm office ; or 

an appeal against the decision, and if such 
sum is not so paid and there is no such (ii) remove all or any of the membgs of 

appeal, it shall be the duty of the the Council from office, and the 

Commissioner or any person authorized in provisions of section 12 (3) shall 

writing in that behalf by the Commissioner t h v  apply ; or 

to rrmver the sum 6mm the person against 
(iii)hIve whom the sum has been certified to be due, 

and any sum so certified to be due may, on 
application to the Magistrate* having local and such Order shall as soon as may be 

jurisdiction, be recovered in the same convenient be laid before Padkmmt 

manner  a s  a f ine  imposed by such 
Magistrate,* together with all costs and ( 1 ~ )  The Ministea shall be4i-m m&@ an [# 134,l .r~ 24 

expenses incurred in connection with the Order under sulxedon (I), appoint for the of 1977.1 

e n f i e n t  themf. purpose of satisfying himself in regard to 
any of the matkm re- to in mbsedh 

(6) Every sum paid or recovered under (I), a retired judicial officer to inquire ill20 

this section, other than a sum paid or and such within a 
as costs and e x p m  i n c h  m of three months, and such officer shall in 

the enforcement of any disallowance or xelation to such M have the m of 

-harge, shall be to the local a commission of inquiry appointed under 

of the Council. the Gmmkiolls of Jnquiry Ad 

PART V111 

CENTRAL CONTROL 

( 1 ~ )  (a) When the Minister appoints a [$ 134, ~ s w  24 
retired judicial o f k a  & subse&n Q A) of 19~7.1 
to inqui~ into any matter, the Mioister may 
as the circumstances of each case may 

Removal of 184. (I) If at any time the Minister is requk by Order published m the Gazette 
and satisfed that there is su£licieat proof of- 

Qssolution of 
Urban Council. 

(i) suspend the Chaimran h m  o& and 
direct the ViceCbairman 

[Q 134, Law 24 (a) persistent refusal to hold or attend or, * 
of 1977.1 meetings or to vote or to transact the office of Vice-chairman is 

* Vide also section 32 of the Judicature Act. 

xvm/ 169 
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vacaut, or where the Vicechairman publi~atiion of such subsequent Ordet in the 
has been suspended, the Assistant shall have the following effkd, and 
C o m m i s s i o n e r o f L o c a 1 the following effect only, namely that such 
Government of the region to person shall, notwithstanding the provisions 
exercise the powers and perform the of subdon (3) of &on 9 of the Local 
duties of the Chairman ; or Authoritiies l%%%i~l l~  -W, m, with 

effect from the date of such publidon, to 
(ii) suspend any member fiom office ; or be subject to the diquaMcation set out in 

the a f o d d  dxedion (3). 
(iii) suspend the Council and direct the 

Assistant Commissioner of Local @) Where the provisions of peragcaph (a) 
Government  of the  region to  are in c d k t  or with any h 
exercise the powers and perform the provisions of this Onbmce or of the W 
duties of the Council and its Authorities Elections Ordinance, the 
Chairman. provisions of pmgmph (a) shall prevaiL 

(h) Upon the of the report of the ( 5 )  Where the Minister dissolves an 
Person appointed under mbsection (l*) the Urban Council by Order under subsection 
Minis te r  may make an Order under  ( l ) ,  he may by the or any subsecplent 
subsection ( I )  or revoke the Order made Order- 
under paragraph (a) of this dsection. 

(a) appoint for a stated period, or from 
(2) Every Order made under subsection t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  a S p e c i a l  

(1) shall contain such directions and such Commissioner or Commissioners to 
supplemental, consequential and incidental administer the affairs of the town 
provisions as may be necessary for the for which the Urban Council was 
purpose of giving effect to the Order, and constituted, and, for that purpose 
shall, on publication in the Gazette, have and subject to such conditions or 
the force of law. limitations as may be specified in 

the Order, to exercise the powers 
[$ 134, ~ a w  24 (3) Where the Minister removes the and perfinm the duties of an Urban 
of 1977.1 Chairman of an Urban Council from office Council & this onbance, and 

by Order under wbsection (1) the Chairman 
shall be deemed to vacate forthwith the (6) either give such as may be 
office of member of the Council as well as necessary for constituting for that 
the office of Chairman and the provisims of t o w n  a n e w  U r b a n  C o u n c i l  
writben law for the time b e i i  applicable in consisting of a larger or a smaller 
that behalf shall thereupon apply with number of membess, as to him may 
regsml to .the filling of such vacancy. w e n t ,  or 

(4) Where the Minister removes any (c) reduce or enlarge or otherwise 
member of an Urban Council fiom office by redefine lbe limits of the tom, aad 
Order under subsection (1) and a new give such directions as may be . . 
member in pursuance of such Order is necessary for coxwmhg an Urbrm 
elected in place of the member so removed, C o u n c i i k t h e ~ ~  
the new member shall go out of office on 
the date on which the original member (5A) For the purposes of subsection ( 5 )  152, I 181 

would have gone out of office if he had not (a), ''the tom for which the Urban Cauncil ''" 1 
been removed from office by the Minister. was constituted " shall be deemed to inchode 

any area added to the town by an Order 
( 4 ~ )  (a) mere an is by the m a d e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 4  a f t e r  t h e  

Minister under subsection (1) removing a appointment of the Special Commissioner 
person from the office of Chairman or Or Co-ssi- 
member of the Council, the Minister may by 
a subsequent Order published in the Gazette (6) Where the Minister appoints any 
revoke the first-mentioned Order, and the Special Commissioner or Commissioners to 

XVIII/ 170 



administer the affairs of a town upon the 
dissolution of the Urban Council of that 
town, such Special Commissioner or 
Commissioners shall be deemed to be the 
successor or successors of the dissolved 
Council and all the praperty and the rights 
under contracts and all the powers vested in 
the Urban Council or its Chairman by this 
Ordinance or any other written law shall be 
deemed to be vested in such Special 
Commissioner or Commissioners, and all 
the liabilities and duties of the Urban 
Counci l  or  i t s  Chairman under this  
Ordinance or any other written law shall be 
deemed to be transferred to and shall be 
discharged by such Special Commissioner 
or Commissioners, until the end of the 
period stated in the Order or until the 
Minis te r  otherwise  d i rec t s  and the 
provisions of sections 236 to 244 shall, with 
the necessary modifications, apply in the 
case of the appointment of the Special 
Commissioner or Commissioners in the 
same manuer as if every reference in those 
sections to an Urban Council were a 
reference. to the Special Commissioner or 
(hnmkioners and as if every reference in 
those sections to a local authority or 
authorities were a reference to the dissolved 
Urban CounciL 

(7) At any time after the appointment of 
a Special Commissioner or Commissioners 
to administer the aEib of a town upon the 
dissolution of the Urban Council for that 
town, the Minister may, by Order published 
in the Gazette,- 

(U) give such directions as may be 
necessary for constituting for that 
t o w n  a n e w  U r b a n  C o u n c i l  
consisting of the same number of 
members as the dissolved Urban 
Council or of a larger or a smaller 
number of members, as to him may 
seem expedient, or 

(h) reduce or enlarge or otherwise 
redefine the limits of the town, and 
give such directions as may be . . 
n v  for c4msmmg an urban 
Council for the d e h e d  town. 

(8) Where upon the termination of the . . 
admmxdmtion of the aEib of a town by a 
Special Commissioner or Commissioners, a 

new Urban Council is constituted for that 
town, the new Counci l  sha l l  be the  
successor of the Special Commissioner or 
Commissionen, as the case may be, and the 
provisions of sections 236 to 244 shall, with 
the necessary modifications, apply to the 
case of the mmtimion of the aew Council 
in the same manner as if all references to 
any local authority or authorities in those 
sections were references to the Special 
Commissioner or Commissioners. 

185. (1) The Minister may, &m time to 
time, cause to be made all such hquhb as 
may appear to be necessary in relation to 
any matters tmmmhg pubhc heal& in any 
town or any matters with respect to which 
his sanction, approval, or consent is  
requiredunderthisordinance. 

(2) For the piurpose of any inrIuiry under 
this section, the person appointed by the 
Minister and holding the inquiry shaH have, 
i n  re la t ion to  witnesses  and the i r  
examination and production of papers and 
accounts, the  same powers  a s  t hose  
accorded to  \commissions under  the  
Commissions of Inquiry Act, and all such 
powers of inspection of pieces d matters 
r e q u i r e d t o b e ~ a s m a y b e n e ~ e s s a r y  
for the putpose of the impby. 

186. The Minister may make orders as Cost of 

to the costs of inquiries or proceedings i ~ ~ r i e s  and 
instituted by, or of appeals or mfkncm to, -*' 
theMinisterunderthisOrdinance,andasto 
the parties by whom or the funds out of 
which such costs shall be borne, and every 
such order may be regisbaed in the District 
Court, and may be enforced in the same 
manner as a judgment of the court on the 
application of any person named in that 
behalf in the order. 

187. (1) H a t  any time it appeatls to the p a m r t o w  

Minister that any Ufban Council is omitting ?''?;;gty 
to llfil any duty or to cany Out any bv, Urban 
imposed upon the  Counci l  by t h i s  Councils. 
Ordinance or any other enactment, or that 
the Council has otherwise made default in 
the discharge of any of its duties or 
~ b j l i t i e s u n d e r t h i s o r d i n a n c e o r a n y  
other enactment, the Minister may give 
notice to the Council that unless within a 
time specified in the notice the Council 
show cause to the conllaly, bae Minister will 
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appoint a person or pemns to in* into 
andreportuponthefactsofthecasetothe 
Minister and to make recommendations as 
to the measures that should be taken for the 
purpose of fulfilling such duty or carrying 
out such work or making good such defidt. 

(2) W h e ~  any cause or &dent cause is 
not shown by any C o d  to which notice is 
given under subsection (I), the Minister 
shall appoint a person or persons to hold 
the inquiry referred to in the notice. Such 
inquiry shall be held as fsr as pmctbble in 
public. 

power to give 188. (1) On the receipt of the report of 
enforce the person or persons appointed to hold an 

order requiring 
council to do under section 187, the Minister shall 
necessary m e  what measures shall be taken for 
work. the purpose of fulfilling any duty or 

carrying out any work in respect of which 
the Urban Council may have made default, 
and make an order requiring the Council 
within a time specified in the order to take 
such measures a c c o w y ,  and to raise the 
funds necessary for the purpose by some 
one or more of the rates or taxes provided 
for by this Ordinance, or by means of a loan 
on the security of any such rate or tax. 

(2) If the M MS to comply with the 
order made under subsection (1) within the 
specified time, the Minister may appoint 
some person to take the measures specified 
in the order, and may fix the remuneration 
to be paid to such person, and may direct 
that such remuneration and the cost of the 
measures taken in acco- with the order 
of the Minister shall be e y e d  out of the 
local fund, and that, if necessary, any one or 
more of the rates or taxes provided for by 
this Ordinance shall be imposed, or 
in- and levied. 

(3) Any person appointed under 
subsection (2) shall have the same power of 
levying or imposing any such rate or tax 
and requiring all officers of the Council to 
pay over any moneys in their hands as the 
C o d  would have in the case of expenses 
legally payable out of the local fund, and 
suchperson,afterpayingallsumsofmoney 
due in respect of the order, shall pay the 
surplus, if any, to or to the order of the 
Council. 

189. The Minister,  in  addi t ion to  PO- to direct 

levying, imposing or increasing any rate or loan 

tax, or in lieu them$ may direct a loan to raised. 

be raised on the security of any local rate or 
taxfbrthepurpaseofiiJmlmganyctuty,or 
canying out any work, or lnakhg good any 
deWt under section 188. 

190. The Minister may, from time to power to 
time, certifL the amouqt of the erq#lses tbat * 
have been incurred, or an estimate of the expenssa. 
expenses about to be incurred, by any 
person appoW 6 section 188, and the 
amoun to fany loan requ i r ed tobe ra i s ed~  
the purpose of defraying the expenses that 
have been so incurd, or are estharited as 
about to be immed, and a d a t e  of the 
M i n i s t e r s h a l l b e o o a c l P s i v e a s t o a l l ~  
to which a r e b .  

191. (1) Whenever the Minister under Power of Local 
section 190 catifles a loan to be mxmmy, . . 
the Local Loans and Development tz 
Commissioners may advance to  the loan. 
Co~nmissioner or any person appointed 
underdon188theamarrntoftheloanso 
certified to be required on the security of 
any local rate or tax without requiring any 
other d t y .  

(2) The Commissioner or the person 
appointed under section 188 may, by any 
instrument duly executed, charge any local 
rate or tax with the repayment of the 
principal and interest due in respect of the 
loan r e M  to in sulwectm (1) ; and every 
suchcbargeshal lhsvethesameefkctasi f  
the Council were empowered to raise such 
loan on the security of such local rate or 
tax, and had duly executed an instrument 
mar$agingsuchmortax. 

192. (1) The principal moneys o r  ~ecoveryof 
interest for the time being due in resped of p 

lntcrertfiom 
loan h Of v thecouncil. 

incurred or to be incurred under this Part 
shall be taken to be a debt due from the 
Council, and, in addition to any other 
remedies, may be recovered in manner 
provided by the Local  Loans and 
Development Ordinance. 

(2) The surplus of any loan, after 
payment of the expenses referred to in 
subsection (I), shall, on the amount thereof 
being cettified by the Mbiskr, be paid into 
thel0Calfimdofthecoul.d. 
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PomK to 
general I 

procedure. 

make 193. (1) The Minister may make rules 
Of of procedure not inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Ordinance, for the 
guidance of Urban Councils and of their 
officers on any matter connected with the 
execution or enforcement of the provisions 
of this Ordinance, or any other written law 
relatmg to the powers and duties of Urban 
Councils, 

(2) Without prejudice to the genedity of 
his powers under subsection (I), the 
Minister may under this section make rules 
applicable to all Urban Councils or to one 
or more @ed Urban Councils for all or 
any of the followiug purposes :- 

(a) for prescribing the procedure to be 
followed in the preparation of the 
annual budget and supplemental 
budgets ; 

(h) for requiring the preparation of plans 
and estimates and prescribing the 
details that should be shown m such 
plans and estimates ; 

((.)for requiring the rendering of 
periodical returns by the several 
Counci ls  to  the  Minister and 
prescribing the form and contents 
of such retums ; 

(ii) the scales of the salaries to be 
attached to each post or class 
or grade of posts ; 

(iii) the terms and conditions and 
the duration of any leave of 
absence that may be granted ; 

(iv) the rates of the subsistence or 
travelling allowances payable 
by way of reimbursement of 
expenses  incurred i n  the  
m- of eny duty ; 

(gg) for p n s c r i i  the rates at wfiich [g 136, Law 24 

allowances a re  payable  t o  t h e  0f1977.] 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
members of U h  Councils ; 

(h) for prescribing the rates of the 
travelling or other allowances 
payable to members of Urban 
Councils by way of reimbursement 
of expenses incurred i n  the  
~ ~ 0 f e n y d u t y ~ t h i s  
Ordinance; 

(i) for p r e m i i  the powea duties arad 
hct ions  of the Chairman in his 
capacity of chief executive of&xr of 
a n u i b a n m ;  

01 for prescribing the officers by whom 
d t h e m a r m e r i n w h i c h c b a  

(4 for prescribing the finm of the several 
orders for payment may be signed 

books of accounts to be kept by 
and issued on behalf of an Urban 

Urban Councils and the manner of 
Couocil; 

auditing such accounts ; (k) for declaring any oflicer of an Urban 
Council to be an executive officer 

(e) for prescribing the form of the retums for the purposes of section 229 ; 
and declarations to be used under 
section 167 for the purposes of the (I) for any other purpose connected with 
imposition and levy of any rate or or incidental to the p~nposes set out 
tax; in the foregoing paragraphs of this 

sllbsedon. 
0 for prescribing the principles and 

procedure  t o b e f o l l o w e d i n  194. (1) Every rule made by tk -I of 

assessing the annual value of any Minis ter  under sect ion 193 sha l l  be "b. 
immovable  proper ty  for the  published in the Gazette and shall be 
purposes of any rate ; brought before Parliament, as soon as may 

be after such publication, by a motion that 
(g) for prescribing in the case of officeds such rule shall be qpioved. I W l b t b  of 

and servants of an Urban C ounci l1 such approval shall be published in the 
Gazette. 

(i) the qualifications necessary for 
appointment to each post or (2) Every rule made by the Minister shall, 
class or grade of posts ; when approved by Parliament, be as valid 
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and effectual as if it were herein enacted, 
and shall prevail over any by-law made by 
an Urban Council in respect of the same 
matter or for the same purpose. 

Power to make 195. The Minister or the Commissioner 
rccommcnda- may- . 
[Ions as to 
policy. (a) bring to the notice of any Urban 

Council any measure which, in the 
opinion of the Minister or the 
Commissioner, ought to be taken 
w i t h i n t h e t o w n m b y t h e  
Council in the interests of public 
health or safety ; or 

( h )  bring to the notice of any Urban 
Council any general question of . .  . 
admmsMm policy as to which it 
is desirable, in the opinion of the 
Minister or the Commissioner, that 
the Council should co-ordinate its 
policy with the policy generally in 
force in Sri Lanka or in any part of 
Sri Lanka 

Power to 196. The Minister or the Commissioner, 
'nspcclbook+n or any person generally or specially 
&C.. ol Urban 
Councin autho- in that behalf by the Minister or 

the Commissioner may- 

(a )  i n spec t  a n y  p u b l i c  building, 
immova .ble property or institution 
used, occupied, or carried on, by or 
under the control of an Urban 
Council, or any work in progress 
under the direction of an Urban 
Council ; 

(h) call for and inspect any book or 
document in the possession or 
under the control of an Urban 
c4nmcil: 

( c )  require any Urban Council to furnish 
such statements, accounts, reports, 
or copies of documents relating to 
the proceedings or duties of the 
Council, or any committee of the 
Council. 

Power ol 197. The cbmmkioner or any officer of 
Commissioner Government authorized in that behalf shall, 
and aut horitcd 
officer\ within the town administered by any U h  

C o d ,  have the same powers of entry and 
inspection, and all other powers and 
authorities required for the due ex& and 

discharge of their mpective functions as the 
officers of the U h  C o w  : 

Provided that the Commissioner or the 
authorized officer of Government in the 
exercise of his powers under this section 
shall act in consultation with the Chairman 
oftheurbancouncil;  

Provided, further, that it shall be the dufy 
of the officers of the Urban Council to 
afford t o  the  Commissioner  o r  t he  
authorized officer of Government all such 
reasooable assistance as he may q u k  fix 
the exercise of his powas under this sectioa 

198. The Commissioner shall prepare Annual 
and transmit to the Chairman of each =Port 
Uh m a a m Cornrn&sioncr 

on affakr of survey of the dWs of the Cbmd in each ,h 11- 
year, and the Chairman shall cause such Council. 
report to be tabled for the information of 
the members of the Council at the next 
meeting of the Council held the mx@t 
of such repoR 

199. The annual budget of every Urban Annual 
Council and every variation of such badget budscl~to 
s h a l l  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  *,":Grnitd 
Commissioner, and every Urban Council ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
shall furnish to the Commissioner all such 
reports, particulars, or explanations with 
regard to  any such  budge t  a s  t h e  
Commissioner may require. 

200. Where, in the opinion of the Powor to 

Minister. the  financial  ,nosition of  anv  ~ ~ ~ ; ; ~ ~ o w ,  

Urban Council is  such as to make the budwtaf 
control of the Minister over its budget Urban Oouncil. 
desirable, the the may diffct tbat in the 
caseofsuchCounci l theannuaibudgetd 
any variation thereof shall be subject to the 
sanction of the Minister; and in any such 
case it shall be the duty of the Council to 
conform to any directions of the Minister 
with respect to such budget or variation 
lhelwf. 

201. It shall be the duty of the m u d  
Commissioner to prepare and publish Report. 
annually an administration report and a 
review of the work and expenditure of the 
U h  Councils in Sri Lanka 

Every such report and miew shall be laid 
before P a r b m t ,  aml may be pliMiSbbd in 
such manner as the Commissioner may 
determine. 



I)eterm~nitt~on 202. If any Cpd0n arises between two 
O' disputes. or more Urban Councils, or between any 

Urban Council or Councils, and any other 
local authority, with ~ f -  to the rights, 
powers, duties, or obligations of any such 
Urban Council or authority, or as to any 
question arising out of the exercise or 
intended exercise or enforcement of any 
such right, power, duty or obligation, such 
d t s p u t e m a y , i f a l l p a r h e s c o n s e n t , o r i f d  
parties do not consent, on the application of 
any party to the Minister, be referred by the 
Minister to the Commissioner, and any 
order made by the Commissioner with 
reference to such dispute shall be deemed to 
be a final dement  of all matters in issue. 

I'owcr to 
extend tlme, 
&c 

2 0 3 .  T h e  M i n i s t e r  m a y ,  o n  t h e  
application of any Urban Council or of any 
person affected, and after making such 
inquires as he may think mcesmy, extend 
the time or postpane the date fixed for any 
act or proceeding (not being a judicial 
proceeding) under this Ordinance, or any 
by-law, rule, or regulation made t h d ,  
and may make such umseqmntial order as 
may be necessary to give effect to such 
extension. 

01 204 .  T h e  M i n i s t e r  may,  by Order  
powers to 
C'ornmtrblonrr. 

published in the Gazette, transfer to the 
Commissioner any power vested in the 
Minister by or under any enactment other 
than this Ordinance in respect of any matter 
within the competence o f  any  Urban 
Council, or may direct that any such power 
shall be exercised by an Urban Council after 
consultation with the Minister and all 
enactments with reference to such powers 
shallbeconstruedacoordmgly: 

Provided that every Order made under 
this section shall be subject to codhation 
by Parliament 

PART IX 

RECOVERY OF CHARGES AND E X P E N S E S  

Power of 205. Whenever under the provisions of 
tlrhan('nunci' this Ordinance or any other enactment, or 
on default 
made hy owner any by-law, rule, or regulation made 
or occupier to thereunder, an Urban Council requires any 
execute works work to  be executed by the owner or 
and recover 
expenses. occupier of any house, building, or land, 

and defauh is made m the execution of such 
work, the Urban Council, whether or not 
any penalty is provided for such default, 
may cause such work to be executed, and 
t h e e x p e m e s t h ~ i l l c m e d b y t h e ~  
shal lbepaidbythepersanbywhomsuch 
work ought to have been examd, and shall 
be recoverable as provided by this Part. 

206- (1) If the perm any Powerto ~ c y  
default referred to in section 205 is the On 

W. owner of the house, building, or land, the ,ay - he - may, by way of acwonal mmdy, Mmc m" Ns 
whether or not an adion or pmxedbg has 
been brought or taken against such owner, 
requirethepaymentofalloranypertofthe 
expemm payable by the owner fop the time 
being, fian the puson who tb or at any 
timethereafteroecupicsthehause,buikbg, 
or land under such owner. 

(2) The whole or any part of any 
e x p e m e s r e ~ t o ~ s u b e e d i o n ( I ) s h a l l ,  
in default of payment by the occupier on 
demand, be levied by distEess of h goods 
and chattels of such occupier. 

(3) Where any sum in respect of expemes 
incurred by the Council is paid by or  
recovered  f r o m  t h e  o c c u p i e r  u n d e r  
subsection (1) or subsdon (2). the o c u p k  
shall be entitled to deduct such sum from 
the rent payable by him to the owner and to 
retain *on of the b, bnildiag, or 
land until such sum is fully reimbursed to 
him. 

207. ( 1 )  No occupier of any house, ompws not 

m& or land be fiable 60 pay "O be liable to 
mareLhsnfhe money in respect of any expenses charged ,, , 

by this Ordinance or any other enactment, d~ 
or any by-law, rule, or regulation made 
thereunder, on the owner thereof than the 
amount of rent due from him for the 
premises in respect of which such expawa 
are payable at the time of the deanand rnade 
upon him, or which at any time after such 
demand and notice not to pay the sum to 
his landlord has accrued and become 
payable by him, mks he neglect or refUse, 
upon application made to him for that 
p l n p o s e b y t h e ~ t r u l y t o d i s c ~ t h e  
amount of his rent and the address of the 
pemm to whom such rent is payable. 
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Occupier In 

(2) The burden of proof that the sum 
demanded of any occupier is greater than 
the rent which was due by him at the time of 
such demand, or which has since accrued, 
shall be upon such occupier. 

(3) Nothing herein contained shall be 
taken to affect any special contract made 
between any owner and occupier respecting 
the payment of the expense of any such 
works as aforesaid. 

208. (I) Whenever default is made by 
ddaut~ of the owner of any house, building, or land & 
owner may ,, the execution of any work required to be 
- - -~ ~- - 

and dedud executed by him, the occupier of such 
expenses from house, building, or land may, with the 
rent. approval of the Council, cause such work to 

be executed, and the expemes thereof shall 
be paid to him by the owner, or the amount 
m a y b e d e d u c t e d o u t o f t h e ~ f i o m t i m e  
to time, becoming due from him to such 
owner. 

continues to refuse, and every such owner, 
d u r i n g t h e c o n t j I l u a n c e o f s u c h ~ s h a l l  
be discharged from any penalties to which 
he might otherwise have become liable by 
reason of his default in executing such 
works. 

210. If neither the owner nor the Remedy if 

occupier of any house, building. or land ntilbr- 
v. owner nor pays the expenses incurred by the Council, 

the amount of the expemes shall be a charge -S. 

upon the house, building, or laml in xeqect 
of which the expenses were incurred, and 
payable as a debt due to the Camd. 

2 l l. (1) Except as herein otherwise Determlnation 

provided, in all cases w h e  damqp, and mO*rY of 
damages. costs, or expenses a re  payable  under  t he  

provisions of this Ordinance or any other 
enactment, or of any by-law, rule, or 
regulation made thereunder, the amount, in 
case of dispute, and, if necessary, the 
apportionment of the same shall be 
ascertained and determined in manner 

(2) The owner of any house, buildin& or fo- : - 
land shall not , be entitled to eject the (a) Where the claimad does not 
occupier thereof until any expenss incurred exceed one hundred rupees, by a 
by the occupier under subsection (I) shall Magistrate after a summary inquiry 
have been fully paid or deducted as into h e  claim ; 
provided by that sdxedon. 

Obstruction by 209. If the occupier of any house, 
occuPlers. building, or land prevents the owner thereof 

h m  canying into effecf in respect of such 
house, building, or land, any of the 
provisions of tfiis Ordinance or of any by- 
law, or regulation made thereunder, after 
notice of his intention so to do has been 
given by the owner to such occupier, the 
Council, upon proof thereof and upon 
application of the owner, may make an 
order in writing requiring such occupier to 
permit the owner to execute all such w o h  
with respect to such house, building, or land 
as may be necessary for canying into e M  
the provisions of this oldbuce, or of any 
by-law or regulation made thereunder, and 
may also, if it thinks fit, order the occupier 
to pay to the owner the costs relating to 
such application or order, and, if, after the 
expintion of eight days from the date of the 
order, such occupier continues to refuse to 
permit such owner to execute such works, 
such occupier shall be guilty of an offence 
punishable with a fine not exceeding fifty 
rupees for every day during which he so 

(h) where the amount claimed exceeds 
one hundred rupees and does not 
exceed one thousand five hundred 
rupees, by the Primary Court  
haviosl- l-;  

(c) where the amount claimed exceeds 
one thousand five hundred rupees, 
by the District Judge having local 
jurisdiction. 

(2) In the cases r e f i  to in p q p p h  
(h) and (c) of subsech ( l ) ,  fhe c b  shall 
be made by instituting a civil action 
therefor. Such action shall be heard and 
determined according to the procedure 
pmcri 'bedbythelawhrthet imebeiagin 
f o r c e  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  
dekmbdon of d o a s  k q h t  in Primary 
Com and District churts @vely. 

(3) Any jmwm aggrieved by a d e d m  of 
a Magistrate under paragraph (a) of 
subsection (1) mav appeal thereftam to the 
Court of Appeal in accordance with the 
provisions of section 320 of the Code of 
criminal procedm Act. 



(4) Any person aggrieved by a decision 
under paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection 
(1) may appeal therefrom to the Court of 
Appeal. Such appeals shall be subject to the 
provisions contained in the Primary Courts' 
Procedure Act and in the Civil Procedure 
Code respectively, relabng to appeals to the 
Court of Appeal. 

Recovery of 212. If the amount of damages, costs, or 
damages*&c. expenses determined by the Magistrate 

under section 211 is not paid by the person 
liable to pay the same within seven days 
after demand, the default may be reported 
to such Magistrate, and the amount thereof 
shallberecoveredinthesamemannerasif  
it were a fine imposed by such Magwhk. 

Recovery of 213. Where an Urban Council incurs 
expenseson any expenses in executing any of the works 
account of 

or performing any of the acts which under 
to private this Ordinance or any other enactment, or 
Property. any by-law, rule, or regulation made 

thereunder, t h e  owner  o f  any  house ,  
building, or land is required to execute or 
perform, the Council may either recover the 
amount of such expenses in the manner 
provided by section 211, or if it thinlcs fit, 
may accept any undertaking given by the 
owner for the payment by instalments of 
s u c h s u m s a s w i l l b e ~ c i e a t t o * t h e  
whole amount of the expenses, with in- 
thereon at the rate of nine per centum per 
m u m ,  within a period not exceeding five 
years, and such sums when due may be 
recovered by the same process by which 
rates payable under this 0rdinauc.e may be 
recovered. 

PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION 

for damages, costs or  expenses under 
section 211, and all the provisions of that 
sec t ion  sha l l ,  wi th  t h e  necessa ry  
modifications, apply to the determination 
of all questions under this section. 

PROCEDURE AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

216. (1) Any notice, order or other Service o f  
document required or  authorized to be notices. 
served under this chdhmce, or any by-law 
made thereunder, may be served by 
delivering the document to or at the 
residence of the person to whom it  is 
addressed,orwhenaddreasedtotheowner 
or occupier of any premises, by delivering 
the document or a true capy t b m f  to sam 
person on the premises, or if there is no 
person on the premises who can be so 
served, by affming the document on some 
conspicuous part of the pmmkes : 

Provided always that where an Urban 
Counci l  has  made provis ion f o r  t h e  
registration of owners of property and any 
owner of property has registered his name 
and addms in accordance thewith, every 
such notice, order or document shall be 
served upon him by regisbered letter at such 
address. 

(2) Any notice, order or other document 
may also be served by post by registered 
letter, and if so srerved, shall be d e a d  to 
have been served at the time when the letta 
containing the same would be deliverad in 
theordinarycaurseofpost,andinprmring 
such service, it shall be sufficient to prove 
that the notice, order or other document 
was properly addressed and put into the 
post. 

Council may 214. An Urban Council may make (3) Any notice, order or other docamat 
mske compensation out of the local fund to all required by this Ordinance to be given to 
compensation 
out oflocal F m  sustaining any by reason of the owner or occllpiea of any may 
fund. the ex& of any of the powers vested in be addressed by the description of the 

the Council, its officers, or servants under '' owner or " occupier " of the premises 
and by virtue of this Ordinance or any (naming them) in mpect of which the mtice 
by-law made thereder. 

Determination 2 15 .  Excep t  a s  he re in  o therwise  
andPaPent provided, in all cases where compensation is 
0 f 
compensation. by this -=, Or by any by-law made 

themunder, dimted to be paid, the amount 
aud, if necessary, the e n r n e n t  of such 
compensation in case of dispute, shall be 
determined in the same manner as a claim 

is  given, wi thout  fu r the r  name o r  
description. 

217. All notices which an Urban N o t i c e r m a y b e  
Ccmcil or any offim lhereaf is eqmwd Hn Or 

received by 
or requued to give or &ve, and all notias or 
for the giving or receipt of which by the any other 
Council occasion may otherwise arise, may off' 

authorized be given or received by tfre sscrelrrry of tbe ,huato 
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Council or any other of its officers 
authorized by by-law for the purpose. 

Offences to be 218. Every offence under this Orditlance 
tried h! 
Magistrate. 

shall be triable summarily by the Mag&mte 
having local jurisdiction, and any penalty 
prescribed by this Ordinance may be 
i m p o s e d  b y  s u c h  M a g i s t r a t e  
notwithstanding that such penalty may 
exceed the limits placed on his jurisdiction 
by any other written law. 

Limitation of 219. No person shall be liable to any 
proseCUtlons. fine or mty m& this -, or any 

by-law made thereunder, for any offence 
triable by a Magistrate, unless the complaint 
respecting such offence shall have been 
made within three months next after the 
commision of such offence. 

Uo action to be 220. (1) No action shall be instituted 
~nrtitutcd against any Urban Council or any member 
against Counc~l 
until after one or any officer of the mmil or any Person 
month's notse, acfing & the dbdo11 of the ~ U d  fbr 
nor 'Ix anytinng done or intended to be done under 
months after 
cause of adion. the powers codbred by this Ordinance, or 

any by-law made thereunder, until the 
expiration of one month next atkr notice in 
writing shall have been given to the Council 
or to the defendant, stating with muonable 
certainty the cause of such action and the 
name and the place of abode of the intended 
plaintiff and of his attorney-at-law or agent, 

(2) Every action refend to in subsedon 
(1) shall be commenced within six months 
next after the accxual of the cause of action 
and not aiklwards. 

(5) Upon the trial of any action referred 
to in dsection ( l ) ,  the plaint8 M not be 
pemitted to prove any cause of action other 
than the cause of action stated in the notice 
given by him under that subsection ; and 
unless such notice be proved, the court shall 
find for the defbdmt 

221. (1) No matter or thing done and Protection 01 
no contract entered into by any Urban (21uncil and its 
Council, and no matter or thing dane under orn~er~ .  

the direction of any Urban Council by any 
member or o£Ecer of such Cormcil or by any 
other person whomsoever, shall, if the 
matter or thing so done or the contract so 
entered into was done or e n W  into baoa 
fide for the purposes of this Ordinance or 
any other enactment relating to the powers 
and duties of an Urban Council, or any by- 
law, or rule made thereunder, subject any 
member of the Council or any such officer 
or other person, in his private capacity, to 
any action, liability, claim, or demand 
whatsoever ; and any expenses incurred by 
any such Council, or by any member, 
officer, or other person acting as afbmd, 
shall be borne and repaid out of the local 
fund. 

(2) Subject and without prejudice to any 
other powers, an Urban Coumcil in any case 
where the defendant  i n  any ac t ion ,  
prosecution or other proceeding is a 
member of the Chmd, or its 0 5 x ,  agent, 
or servanf may, if it th.inks fit, except so fhr 
as the court before which the action, 
prosecution, or other proceeding is heard 
and determined otherwk direc&, pay out of 
the local fund all or any part of any sums 

(3) If any person to whom notice of payable by the  defendant  i n  o r  i n  
consequence of the action, prosecution, or 

action is given under subsection (1) shall proceeding, whether in respect of costs, 
before action is brought tender sufficient 
amends to the plaintiff, such plaintiff shall 

charges, expemes, damages, fines, or 

not recover in any such action when 
otherwise : 

brought, and the dsfsldyd shall be entitled m in ttds h 
to be paid his costs by the plaintiff. exempt any member of any Urban Council 

(4) If no tender of amends is made utuier 
subsection (3). it shall be lawful for the 
def- by leave of the court M r e  which 
such action is pending, at any time before 
issue is joined, to pay into court such sum of 
money as he may think fit, and thereupon 
such proceedings shall be had as in other 
cases where defendants are allowed to pay 
money into mutt. 

from liability to be surcharged with the 
amount of any payment which may be 
disallowed upon the audit of the accamts of 
such Council, and which such member 
a u t h o r i a e d o r j o i n e d i n ~  

222. If tbe directiatrr of this Ordinance, Relief against 
or of any by-law made thereunder, are in informalities. 
substance and effect complied with, no 
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pmxedings under this Ordinance, or under 
such by-law shall be quashed or set aside for 
want of form m any Court of Justice. 

P O W E R S  A N  D RESPONSlBlLlTlES 
OF OFFICERS 

Delegation of 223. All duties and powers which the 
powers of Chairman of an Urban Council  i s  
Chairman to 
officer\ of empowered to perfiorm and exercise by this 
Council. Ordinance or by any other enactment, or 

any by-law, rule or regulation made 
theieunder, may be performed and exercised 
by any officer of the Council generally or 
specially authorized thereto in writing by 
the Chairman, subject to the directions and 
control of the Chairman, for such period 
and to such extent, if any, as may be 
specified in such written authority. 

power of 2 2 4 .  An Urban Counci l  may, by 
resolution, grant a general authority to any 

grant wneral 
authorities to officer of the Council to do, give, or receive, 
~tsofficers. as may be necessary, from time to time, 

subject to the general control of the 
Chairman, all acts, receipts, and approvals 
which the Council is empowered to do, give, 
or receive by this Ordinance or any other 
enactment, or by any by-law, rule, or 
regulation made thereunder, and all acts, 
receipts, and approvals done or given or 
received by such officer, so long as such 
resolution remains in force, shall be as 
biding and valid, as if such acts, receipts, 
and approvals were done or given by the 
Council. 

Punishment 
obstructing 
officer, of 
Council. 

Penany fw 
misuse of 
power by 
officers of 
Council. 

fw 225. Whoever shall w#Uy obstruct any 
off icer  of an  Urban Council  in  the 
perfibmauce of any duty or m the ex& 
of any authority vested m or c o n f d  upon 
him under or by virtue of any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance or any other 
enactment, o r  any by-law, ru le ,  or  
regulation made thereunder, shall be guilty 
of an offence. and liable, upon conviction 
after summary trial before a Magisbte, to 
a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, or to 
imprisonment of either description for any 
term not exceedbg three manths. 

226. Any officer of an Urban Council 
who, under pretence of performing any act 
d e r  the authority of this Ordinance or any 
by-law or rule made thereunder, uses any 
unnecessary violence or causes any vexation 

oraMlOyancetoanypemm,shallbeguilty 
o f  a n  offence, and liable on conviction 
thereof after summary trial before a 
Magistrate to a fine not exceeding fifty 
rupees. 

227. (1) No member, officer, or servant omm and 

of q v  U h m  Cuuncil shaU whe&er directly savants of 
Candlndb or indirectly, be concerned or have any b, in 

financial interest in any contract or work contreobi 

made with or executed fbr the C o m d  

(2) If any member, ofker, or SermIlt of 
an Urban Council is concerned or has any 
financial interest in any co&ct or work 
made with or executed for the Council, he 
shall be of an offence pllnisbaMe with 
a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, 
and shall, as the case may be, be dbqd&d 
fkomsittjngasamemberoftbeCamcilar 
from holding any office or employment 
underthecouncil:  

Provided, however, that no pemm being 
a shareholder of any hmqmwed company 
shall be liable to such fine by only of 
any cantmct between such amptly and the 
Council or of any work executed by such 
compsmy for the Chmd. 

228. Every officer or servant of an OTTwyrs and 

Urban Council who is bpid out of tfie local of 
Urban Council fund, and every contractor or agent to ,,, 

p,,lr 
whom the collection of any tax or of any servants. 

p a y m e n t o n a c c o p m t o f a u y l d o r ~  
of an Urban Council is entrusted by or 
under the authority of an Urban Council, 
andeveryservantorotherpersonemployed 
by such contractor or agent for the 
collection of such tax or payment, shall be 
deemed to be a public servant within the 
meaning of that term as used in the Penal 
Code. 

229. (1 )  No executive officer shall be firrciplinary 
removed or a fian his Q& exceqt aC""n aBolnst 

onirers of for misconduct or for neglect of, o r  
incapacity for, his duties, and except on a 
resolution passed by not less than twcdnls 
of the total number of members of the 
Council. 

(2) No executive officer shall be 
fllspendedorfinedorreduoedmstatusnor 
shall the increments to his salary be 
withheld for any breach of departmental 
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rules or discipline or for carelessness, Urban Council or to the town for which an 
incompetence, neglect of duty or other Urban Council is constituted under this 
misconduct except on a resolution passed by Ordinance. 
not less than two-thirds of the total number 
of members of the Council. 232. After the commencement of this No further 

Ordinance no M e r  roads within anv .town to be 
constructed (3) In this section "executive officer " for which an Urban Council is constituted under Snnch 

any ~fficer ~PP* to be or to act under this Ordinance shall be constructed Roads 
a s  t h e  s e c r e  t a r  y , t h e  e 1 e c t r i c a 1 under the provisions of the Branch Roads Odinance or 

Estate Roads superintendent or the superintendent of Ordinance, 1896, or the Estate Roads Ordin-. 
works of an Urban Council and includes Ordinance, nor shall any action be taken 
any 0ficer the Minister, by rule under section 42 of the Branch Roads 
made under section 193, to be an exmive @ d i ~ ~ ~ ~ c e ,  1896, or unda section 37 of the 
officer fbr the purposes of this section. Estate Roads Ordinance, or in order to 

extend the respective Ordinances to any 
road or bridge within such tawn. 

Repeal. 

Construction 
and application 
of ex~sting 
laws 

P A R T  X 

REPEAL, APPLICATION OF EXISTING 

LAWS, TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, 
AND M ISCEI.I.ANEOUS PROVISIONS 

230. For the purposes of any town for 
which an Urban Council is constituted 
under this Ordinance, and no further, the 
enactments enumerated in the S i X t h 
Schedule shall be med as fnnn the date 
on which such Council is declared to be 
constituted by Order of the Minister under 
section 9 of this Ordinance : 

Provided that nothing in this section 
contained shall be deemed to affect or in 
any way derogate from such of the rights, 
powers, and duties of the Minister as are 
not dherwise expmdy provided for m this 
Ordinance, in  respect  of pr incipal  
thoroughfares or any portions thereof 
situated within any town for which any 
urban council is constituted. 

231. Every provision of law applicable 
on the day immediately preceding the date 
on which this Ordinance comes into 
operation to an Urban District Council 
constituted mder any repaled enactment or 
toanareawithintheadmbkmivel imitsof  
such Urban District Council shall, for the 
purposes of the application of such 
provision to an Urban Council constituted 
under this Ordinance or to the town for 
which any such Urban Council is 
constituted, be read and construed as if 
every e c e  contained in such provision 
to an Urban District Council or to the area 
witfiintheadmmmtl 

. . 
've limits of an Urban 

District Council were a reference to an 

233. Pending the vesting in an Urban Adaptation of 
Council of any branch or estate road fkanohR@s 

OPdiMnce and situated within any town for which the 
C o ~ i s c o a s t i t u b e d , t h e ~ 0 1 1 8 o f ~ ~ .  
Branch Roads Orctinance, 1896, and of the 
Estate Roads Ordinance, shall continue to 
apply to such branch or estate road, with 
the following modifications, that is to 
say :- 

(a) all references to the Provincial Read 
Committee shall be construed as 
~ t o t h e U r b a n C 4 n m c i l ;  

(h) all references to a province shall be 
construed as references to the 
town; 

(C) in any case in which any district 
defined under either of the said 
O r d i r m n c e s ~ w i t i l i n t w o a r m a r e  
towns for which Urban Councils 
have been constituted, the Minister 
may, by Notification published in 
the Gazette, declare which of such 
Councils shall have adrrrrmstra 

. . 
tive 

control over such district, and all 
references to the Provincial Road 
Committee and to the province in 
connection with such district shall 
be cms&ued acconfingy. 

234. From and after the date on which onimposition 
any new rate or tax imposed by an Urban ofnew 
Council under this Ordinance and affecting CO%on,- 
the estates comprised in any distrkt 
under the Branch Roads Ordinance, 1896, and B=h 

Roads or the Estate Roads Ordinance, becomes to 
payable in respect of such estates, no -. 
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contributions (other than contributions 
already due) shall be payable m n q e d  of 
any of such estates under either of those 
Ordinances, but all branch or estate roads 
in such district which are not declared 
p r inc ipa l  thoroughfares  under  the  
Thoro- -ce, shall be vested m 
and shall be maintainable and repadble by 
the Urban Council. 

235. On and aRer the date on which any 
new rate or  tax imposed by the Urban 
Council of a town under this Ordinance 
becomes payable by the inhabitants of any 
part of the town which is a divisional 
Assistant Government Agent's division or 
part thereof within the operation of the 
Village Councils Ordinance, the Village 
Councils constituted for any area which 
includes that part of the town shall not levy 
a tax, or appropriate or apply any part of 
the h d s  at its disposal, for the purposes of 
the constructon or mahknme of roads m 
that part of the town. 

236. (1) In any case where a townjfor 
which an Urban Council is constituted 
under this Ordinance comprises the whole 
or any part of the admh&rative area under 
the control of any  loca l  author i ty  
established under any repealed enactment, 
the Urban Council shall be the successor of 
such local authority far all pqoses relabng 
to such administrative area or part thereof 
from the date of the constitution of the 
Council. 

(2) With e%ct fiom the date on which an 
Urban Council is constituted for any town 
r e f d  to in subsection (I), there shall be 
deemed to be t r a n s f d  to that Council- 

authority, in so fsr as they date to 
my area within the town 

(3) Except in so far as provision is  
otherwise made by this Ordinance, all 
references in any enactment, or  in any 
order, rule, regulation, or by-law made 
thereunder, o r  in  a n y  document  o r  
instrument executed or issued in pursuance 
themof, to any class of local a u h d b ,  a 
to any particular local authority, shall be 
c o ~ a s ~ ~ w e F e ~ t o  
the Urban Councils constituted under this 
CMmnce, or in the case of a refireace to 
any particular local authority, to the Urban 
Council which is the successor to such local 
authority for the purposes of the matter in 
question as h n  the date of the txmtimion 
OfanysuchCouncilsOrCouncil 

(4) For the purposes of this section and 
the succeeding sections, the expression 
" local authority " means any Municipal 
Camci l ,TownCounciIorViCumci l .  

237. (1) Nothing in this Ordinance shall Saving for 
prejudicially affect any loans raked by a d* 

smuities ancl local authority on the murky of any rate ar of 
tax or of any property by this Ordinance debts. 
transferred to any Urban Council ; and all 
debts so secured, as well as all unsecured 
debts, liabitities, and obligakbs incurred by 
my local aubxity in the aercise of any of 
the powers in relation to  any property 
transferred from such local authority to an 
Urban Council by or under this Ordinance, 
shall be discharged, paid, and satisfied by 
S u c h U I b a u ~  

(2) It shall be the duty of every local 
authority whose powers, duties, and 
l i a b i l i t e s m t o b e ~ t o ~ u r b a n  

(U) 'Uch property, other than the Council by this &hCe to liquids& so 
the lo  authority far as practicable, before the date of such 

referred to in that subsection, as transfer, all cmmt dcbrs and i*bilities 
maybesituatedwithinthetown; i n c u r r e d b y s u c h l o c a i ~ .  

(h) the whole of the funds of that local 
aubrity, or in any case whexe the 
town comprises a part only of the 
administrative area of that 
authority, such part of the funds 
aforesaid as the Minister may 
determine ; and 

(c) all the rights, powers, duties, debts, 
liabilities and obligations of that 

23 8. All such proclamations, orders, ~ l l o c l e a a s ,  
I l o ~ O n s ,  rule& lrg&km, and by* 0-* &a* 

and 
of or affecting any local authority whose ,ti-gns 

powers and duties are trmdkad under this m in 
Ordinance to any Urban Council, as are in m. 
f o r c e a t t h e t i m e o f t h e ~ , s M l , s o h r  
as they relate to or am inpmmmx oftbe 
p o w e r s a n d d u t i e s ~ o r s o f i a a s  
t h e y r e l a t e t o a n y ~ a ~ w i t h i n a n y  
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Saving for 
pending 
actions, 
contracts, &c. 

Officers and 
servants. 

area comprised in the town for which the 
Urban Council is constituted, and so fsr as 
they are not in conflict with the provisions 
of this Ordinance, continue in force as if 
they had been made with relation to or in 
the exercise of the powers of the Urban 
Council under this Ordinance, subject, 
nevertheless, to revocation or alteration by 
theMinisterorbytheUrbanCouucil,asthe 
case may be, and subject also to any 
exceptions or modifications which may in 
pumance of this Ordinance be made at the 
time of, or with m h c e  to, the W e r .  

239. (1) Any action or proceeding, or 
any cause of action or pmxdq, pending 
or existing at the date of the constitution of 
any Urban Council in the interest of or 
against any local authority m mhtkm to any 
powers, duties, liabilities, or property by 
this Ordinance transferred to the Urban 
Council ,  s h a l l  n o t  be  i n  a n y w i s e  
prejudicially affected by reason of the 
constitution of such Urban Council, but 
may be continued, prosecuted and enforced 
by or against such Council as successor of 
the local authority in like manner as it 
would have been continued, pmemted and 
enforced by the local authority as if such 
Council had not been constituted 

(2) All con t r ac t s ,  deeds ,  bonds,  
agreements, notices, or other instruments 
entered into, issued, or made by any local 
authority and subsisting at the time of the 
constitution of an Urban Council for the 
administrative area of such local authority, 
and affecting any such powers, duties, 
liabilities, obligations, or pqmty as are by 
this Ordinance transferred to the Urban 
Council ,shallbeofasfullforceandeffect  
against or m fitvour of the Council, and may 
be enforced or acted upon as fully and 
effectually as if the said Council had been a 
party to or had made or issued such 
contracts, deeds, bonds, agmments, notices 
or other instruments. 

the same terms and cmditi01ls as lnader the 
local authority, and while performing the 
same or the corresponding duties shall as 
nearly as practicable receive not less salary 
or remuneration or allowances and be 
entitled to receive not less pensions and 
ptuities, if any, than they would b e  been 
entitled to mehe the local authority. 

(2) The Urban Council may ctistribPlbe the 
business to be perfbmd by rmy &CQES or 
servantsrefaredtomsubsectian(I)mePlch 
manner as the Council may think just and 
every such officer or servant shall perform 
such duties in relation to that business as 
maybedirec6edbytheCounciL 

241. For the purpose of the eus tment  ~ m t  of 
of salaries, r emundon ,  allowances, &c. 

~ , ~ g r a t u i t i e s , o r o f a n y ~  
or servant referred to in section 240, with 
a view to meeting the new conditions 
consequent upon any transfer of liabilities 
or obligations ref;arnd to m sa%n 239, an 
Urban Council may by resolution make 
s u c h p r o v i s i o n a s i t m a y ~ t o b e j u s t a n d  
equitable in all the circumstances of the 
case : 

Provided that any officer or servant 
aggrieved by any such resolution may 
appeal therefiom to the Commissioner and 
the Commissioner on any such appeal may 
by order make any such provision as rmder 
this section might have been made by the 
Urban Council. 

240. ( i ) The officers and servants of 
every local authority to which any Urban 
Council d t l l t e d  under this oldbance is 
the rmccessor shall, subject to the provisions 
of this d o n ,  upon the d* of the 
Council, become office~s and servants of the 
Council, and shall hold their offices as 
nearly as practicable by the same tenor and upon 

242. Any Urban Council deemed under POW 01 
section 246 to be constituted under this ;z:dM 
-9 - in bdd€ by @ , e l y  
Order of the Governor published in the -VC& 

Gazette, may by resolution declare- by-law& for the 
m of 
psnsio*, &C., 

(a) that any by-law made by tbat Chmcil to &penha@ 
for the provision of pensions or of ~QWNI 

offim or gratuities to the widows, children, 
next  of k in  or  dependants  of  
deceased officers or servants shall 
be applicable nmspechly to the 
case of any deceased officer or 
servant, where the Council is 
satissadthstsuchof3icerorservant 
died while in the service of the 
Council and on a date not earlier 
than the 1st day of January, 1933 ; 
and 
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(h) that any pension granted m pursuance 
of such resolution to the widow or 
children of any deceased officer or 
servant shall be payable with effect 
firm the date of the death of such 
officer or servant. 

Aholit~on of 243. An Urban Council may, upon any 
offices. transfer of liabilities or obligations referred 

to in d o n  239, abolish any office which it 
may ~~~ -===v, sublect to payment 
of such compensation to the holder of the 
office at the time of the abolition, as he 
would have been entitled to receive in the 
like circumstances if his office had been 
abolished by the local authority under 
whom he was employed before the  
cmsthlion of the U h  Council. 

Rates and 
assessments. 

Equitable 
adjustment of 
property. 
debts, &C.. on 
transfer. 

244. (1) All such rates and taxes 
imposed by any local authority to which any 
Urban Council is the successor as may be 
due at the date of the constitution of the 
Council, may be e n f d  and recovered in 
the same manner as the rates and taxes 
imposed by the Council. 

(2) All assessments made or adopted by 
the local authority for the purpose of any 
rate referred to in subsection (1) shall 
contirmeinforceuntilrevisedbytheu1.ban 
Council in manner provided by this 
Ordinance. 

245. (1) Where for the purpose of the 
constitution of any Urban Council or 
Counci ls  under  th i s  Ordinance any 
subdivision is made of the a m  comprised m 
the administrative limits of any local 
authority or authorities to which any such 
Council or Councils are to be the swxessor 
or successors, or any variation is otherwise 
made in the respective boundaries of the 
administrative limits of two or more such 
local authorities assigned to any Urban 
Counci l  o r  Counci ls ,  an equi table  
adjustment shall be made of all matters 
relating to the respective property, rights, 
debts, liabilities, and obligations husfbed 
ftom any such local authority or authorities 
to any such Urban Council, either by 
agreement between the Urban Councils 
affected, or if such agreement shall not 
prove @cable, by by of the Minister. 

* Section 246 is omitted, as it is a savings * provision 
Into Urban Councils. 

(2) Every agreement between two or 
more Urban Councils, and every Order 
made by the Minister under this section, 
shall be published in the Gazette. Every 
Order made by the Minister shall, upon 
such publication, take effect as though it 
had been embodied m this Ordinance. 

$247. h d o n  with the Adjustment of 
arrangements necessary for bringing this 
Ordinance into operation, either generally 
or with reference to any special matter or 
matters, either thwght C e y h  or ia any 
specified place or area, the Minister, by ,  
Order published in the Gazette, may issue 
a l l s u c h ~ a s h e m a y d e e m n e c e e s a r y  
with a view to plodbg for any unfbmcm 
or special circumstances, or to determining 
o r a d j u s t i n g a n y q u e g t M n o r ~ , ~ ~  
determination or adjustment of which no 
provision or no effective provision is made 
by this Ordinance. 

248. The Minister, by Order published Pewer to 
in the Gazette, may declare that any exd& 

.pplk%tiall of specified provision of this Ordinance shall 
not apply, e i k  m whole or in part, within pr"sviri0nSaf 
the administrative limits of any town for Odiwnce 

WirbiaspGcitEsd which an Urban Council is  constituted 
under this Ordinance, or within any 
specif ied area  comprised i n  such 
administrative limits. 

249. (l) In this Ordinance, unless the -on. 
context othetwise lvxpkes 

administrative region means an  
administrative region defined by 
O r d e r m a d e ~ s e c S i a a 2 o f t h e  
Local Government (Administrative 
W-) - ; 

$6 annual value means the annual rent 
w h i c h a ~ n d g h t ~ b e  
expected, taking one year with 
another, to pay for any house, 
building, land, or tenement if tht 
tenant undertook to pay all public 
mtes and taxes, and if the landbni 
undertook to bear the cost of 
insurance, repairs, maintenawe, 
and upkeep, if my, necessary to 
maintain the house, building, land, 
or tenemeat in a state to ammand 
that rent : 

providing for the conversion of Urban District Camcils 
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Provided that in the computation 
and assessment of annual value, no 
allowance or reduction shall be 
made for any period of non-tenancy 
whatsoever ; 

" appointed date " means the 1 st day of 
January, 1940 ; 

" Assistant Chmissioner ", in relation to 
any town, means the Assistant 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L o c a l  
Government for the administrative 
region within which the town is 
situated ; 

" building " includes any house, garage, 
hut, shed, or roofed enclosure, 
whether used for the purpose of a 
human habitation or otherwise, and 
also any wall and in any context 
relating to a thoroughfare which is 
a canal or a river, inch any pier, 
landing-stage or bridge and any 
structure attached the re to  o r  
co~lllected therewilh ; 

" canal " means any public canal, and 
includes the full extent of waterway 
from bank to bank, together with 
t h e  s i d e s ,  t o w i n g  p a t h s ,  
embankments, drains, and ditches 
thereto belonging, and all land 
adjoining such canal which has 
been reserved for its protedim or 
benefit ; 

" Chairman and Vice-Chairman " means 
respectively a Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of an Urban Council 
elected in accordance with the 
provisions of written law for the 
time being applicable m thsrC W, 

* '  C o m m i s s i o n e r  " m e a n s  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L o c a l  
Government  o r  any Deputy 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L o c a l  
Government ; 

" district " means an administrative 
district ; 

" elections officer " means the elections 
officer of a district appointed under 
the provisions of written law for the 

time being applicable in that behalf 
and includes any assistant elections 
officer so appointed ; 

" first general election means a general 
election held for the purpose of 
electing the first members of an 
Urban Council to be coastituted f a  
a town under this Chdbmce ; 

" Government Agent " means the 
G o v e r n m e n t  A g e n t  o f  t h e  
administrative district within which 
any town is situated ; 

" househokh " means the owner, or pat 
owner, or lessee, or principal 
occupant of the house in which a 
person resides ; 

'' i n h b h t  " means a person who, belng 
m Sri Lanka, bm resi&d hmin  & 
~ m o n t h s u r u p w a r d s ;  

" local fund " in relation to any town 
means the fund established by the 
Urban Council of that town under 
section 158 ; 

b b n u i s a n c e " i n c M e s a n y ~ ~ o r  
thing occasioning or likely to 
occasion in jury ,  annoyance,  
offence, harm, danger, or damage 
to the sense of sight, smell, or 
hearing or which is likely to be 
dangerous or injurious to health or 
praperty; 

" owner " inchxies the pasm iix lfic time 
being receiving the rent of the 
premises in connection with which 
the word is used, whether on his 
ownaccountorasagentortrustee 
f o r a n y o t h e r ~ ~ w h o w a r k i  
receive the same if such premises 
were let to a tenaut ; 

" premises includes all v 
buildings, lands, and seTvitudes, 
servitudes being considered to be 
part of the property to which they 
appertain or in connection with 
which they are enjoyed ; 

" principal thoroughfare means any 
thoroughfare declared a principal 
thoroughfare by any proclamation, 
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order or notification under any (4 all waste land which, not being 
enactment dealing with principal private property, lies within a 
thoroughkes, and not cancelled by distance of thirty-three feet 
a subsequent proclamation, order o f  the  cen t re  o f  pub l ic  
or notification ; camageways a n d cartways 

and ten feet of the centre of 
public pathways, the burden 
of proving that such waste 
land is private property lying 
on the person asserting the 
same ; and 

" proper officer " means the officer in 
charge of any work executed or to 
be executed on or in connection 
with any thoroughfare by direction 
of an uhau Couud ; 

" public street " means any street over 
which the public have a right of 
way, which is or has been usually 
repaired or maintained in whole or 
in part by any public authority, or 
which has been conveyed to them 
or has become vested in them mder 
any enactment or by operation of 
law ; 

" repealed enactment " means any 
enactment repealed by the Urban 
Councils Ordinance No. 61 of 
1939 ; 

" river " includes all public navigable 
streams, lakes, estuaries, creeks, 
and inlets of the sea, and all towing 
paths and embankments thereto 
belonging ; 

" road " includes- 

( U )  a l l  pub l ic  ca r r i ageways ,  
cartways, and pathways, as 
well as all bridges, dmins, and 
-a@, -p, and 
d i t c h e s  b e l o n g i n g  o r  . . 

to a road ; 

(e) all public squares, gmm, 
market places, and other 
pub l ic  p l a c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
public buildings ; 

" Secrefary " means the officer appointed 
byanUrbanCounciltobeorQoact 
for the time being as the secretary 
ofthecouncil; 

" street " includes any road, fodway, or 
p a s ( r a % e u s e d o r ~ t o b e u s e d  
as a means of access to two or mare 
houses or sites of houses, whether 
the public have a right o f  way 
thereover or not, and includes all 
c-Is, drains, - sidewalks, 
and  OILS at the side thereof 

" thoroughfare " means any road, canal, 
or river, and indudes a cul- ; 

U town " meam an h area decW to 
beatownforthepqosesofthis  
Ordinance. 

(h) land any (2) In determining for the purposes of [g 3.4 of 1969.1 
which been this Ordinance the annual value of any 
protection or benefit ; p r e m i s e s t o w h i c h t b e W A C t ~ d  

i n a s s e s s i n g t h e ~ r r o t o f d ~  
(C) all land which has been marked for the purposes of such determination, an 

off and reserved for the Udm Council shall not have to the 
lxmsm&on of any road ; provisions of that Act. 
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Form B 

Licence to Maintain a Private Market 

No. ..... Fee of Rs ................ paid 

on the. ............. ., 19.. .... 
. . Name : ., of ., is hereby licensed under section . of the Urban 

Councils Ordinance, to maintain a market in the premises described below, subject to the provisions of the said 
Ordinance and the by-laws made thereunder, and to the special conditions contained overleaf. 

Place 
Date 

.............. Description of Premises :. 
... Special conditions on which this Licence is granted :. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

................ 
Chairman of the Urban Colmcil. 

SI'ANI)ARIIS FOR AI I MARKFTS 1-0 8F ESTABl ISHFD OR I ICFNSED llWDER THIS ORDINANCE 

~ b n f r d  for GmadAdmbdt As, &6d& acloptedfor tk S.lk oj Two a more M 

I .  Every general market must have an area of not less than one-quarter of an acre. 

2. Every general market must be enclosed by a wall or fence not less than 4 feet and not more than 6 &et in 
height, and must be provided with an entrance not less than 12 feet in width. 

3. Every road within the market premises which is intended for the use of vehicles must be not less than I5 feet 
in width, and must have a surface of screened gravel or metal. 

Isr#mn, &r d d d w ~  (;amJ &hb& a Special Markets 
14 ~dmbdt reserved for tk of some a k ~  of G o d )  

4. No new market building or boundary wall or part thereof shall be erected within 25 feet of the centre of any 
road, or within any street line which has been defined by the Urban Council. 

5. Every market site must have a clear space, not less than 7 feet in width and fne 01 buildings, on all sides. 
except any side which abuts on a street. 

6. Between the eaves of any two market buildings within any market premises there Illust be left a minimum 
space of 15 feet. 

7. Every market building must 

1d be constructed of brick, stones, or cabook masonry : 

(h) be at least 7 feet high at its eaves ; and 

(c) have its roof covered with tiles or other material approved by the Chairman 

8. The floor of every market building must be of concrete or of other impermeable material. 

9. All angles and junctions of walls with walls or walls with floors must be roundad off so as to facilitate 
cleansing. 

10. Every market building must be raised at least I foot above the surrounding ground level. 

1 I. Masonry or concrete drains with a proper fall must be provided round all market buildings, and in any 
other parts of the market premises which the Chairman may specify. 

12. All pillars in the market building must be of masonry, iron, or dressed timber. 

XVIII/ 187 
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13. In every market where the sale of meat is to be carried on, there must be set apart one or mon special meat 
stalls or spaces exclusively reserved for the sale of meat. Every such meat stall or space mug (besides conforming 
to the foregoing requirements in respect of buildings) have the inner surface of its walls covered with gllved tiles or 
cemented to a height of not less than 4 feet from the floor, and must be provided with 

(a) a dust-proof ceiling ; 

( h )  beams and hooks for suspending meat ; 

[Section 163.1 
[l 16.42 of 
1979.1 

(I.) fly-proof ventilation in the doors, windows, and walls as the Chairman may require ; 

(4 tables covered with impermeable tops of zinc, marble, or other substance approved by the Chairman ; 

(e) chopping blocks with surfaces smoothed so as to prevent the lodgement of dirt. 

14. In every market where the sale of fresh fish IS to be carried on, there must be set apart and exclusively 
reserved for the purpose a special space which must, besides conforming to the foregoing nquinmcnts in rnpcct 
of buildings, be open on all sides. The drains immediately surrounding such special space must lead to a mevable 
receptacle, and all the washings from such special space must be conducted Into such receptacle. Such special 
space must also be provided with solidly constructed wooden tables with impermeable tops or with masonry tables 
with cemented tops. 

15. Every well in a private market must he constructed in accordance with a plan and specifications and on a 
site, approved by the Chairman. and must in no case be constructed within 100 feet ol a ccjspd or cattle shed. 

16. Every latrine in a private market must be of the dry-earth type. or such other type as may be approved by 
the Chairman, and must be built on a site, and in accordance with a plan and specifications. approved hy the 
Chairman. 

17. Every slaughterhouse within the premises of a private market or used in connection with such premises 
must be provided with a cemented or concrete floor sloped so as to conduct the blood ~ n t o  r movable ncuptaclt. 
A built receptacle must also be provided for the storage of the offal until its removal from the premises. The 
building must be fitted with beams and tackle for suspending carcases. and must either be surrounded bq an 
enclosure or be secured in such a way that the slaughter of animals may not be visibk from outside. 

THIRD SCHEDII1.E 

VEHlCl FS AND ANIMAI S TAX 

For every vehicle other than motor car, motor tricar, motor lorry, motor bicycle, cart. handcart, 
jinricksha. bicycle, tricycle 

For every bicycle or tricycle or bicycle car or cart 

(a) if used for trade purposes 

( h )  if used for other than trade purposes 

For every cart 

For every handcart 

For every jinricksha 

For every horse, pony or mule 

For every elephant 

Children's vehicles the wheels of which do not exceed 26 inches in diameter. wheelbarrows. handcarts U& for 
trade purposes solely within private premises, and handcarts not used for trade purposes arc exempted from 
payment. 

In this Schedule, " trade purposes" includes the carriage or transport, in connection with any business or trade 
and whether for sale or otherwise, of any articles or goods or of any written or printed matter. 



FIFTH SCHEDULE 

STm DIIT1F.S AND FFES ACCORDED TO URBAN COUllClLIl 

L All stamp duties and fees assigned to Urban Councils by 

(a) the Boats Ordinance ; 
(h )  the Butchers Ordinance ; 
(C) the Vehicles Ordinance ; 
(d) any other enactment by which any special provision is made in that behalf. 

2 All sums paid as fees or stamp duties in respect of licences authorizing the exercise of any right or privilege 
within the administrative limits of any Urban Council under 

(a) the Masters Attendant Ordinance ; 
(6) the Petroleum Ordinance ; 
(c) the Poisons, Opium, and Dangerous Drugs Ordinance ; 
(J) the Explosives Act ; 
(e) the Firearms Ordinance. 

3. All stamp duties paid by the inhabitants of a town 

(a) being attorneys-at-law, on certificates of admission under section 40 (2) of the Judicature Act ; 
(h) being notaries, on warrants, certificates, and declarations issued under sections 3, 27 and 28 of the Notaries 

Ordinance ; 
(c) in respect of articles of apprenticeship or upon any contract whereby any person shall first become bound in 

order to qualify himself as a notary. 
(4 as pawnbrokers, on licences issued under section 3 of the Pawnbrokers Ordinance ; 

[Section 158.1 
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FOURTH SCHEDULE 

FlNFS AND PFNAl TIES ACCORDED TO URBAN COUNCI1.S 

All fines and penalties recovered within the administrative limits of the Council 

(a) under this Ordinance or any repealed enactment ; 
(h) in the performance of the duties or exercise of the powers of the Council under this Ordinance or any 

repealed enactment ; 
(c) under the Nuisances Ordinance ; 
(4 under the Housing and Town Improvement Ordinance ; 
(e) under the Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance. 

[Section 158.1 

4. All stamp duties paid under the Stamp Ordinance in respect of transfers, mortgage bonds, gifts and I.arres I$ 17, 42 of 
affecting any land situated within the administsdtive limits of the Urban Council. 1979.1 

SIXTH SCHEDULE 

REPEAl S 

L The Thoroughfares Ordinance, and all enactments passed in amendment thmof. 

2. The Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance, 1892.' and all enactments passed in amendment thereof. 

3. The Local Boards' Ordinance, 1898,' and all enactments passed in amendment thenof. 

4. The Contagious Diseases Ordinance, and all enactments passed in amendment thereof. 

5. The Northern Province Markets Ordinance, No. 19 of 1891.t and all enactment8 passed in amendment 
thereof. 

6. The Municipal Councils Ordinance, and all enactments passed in amendment thenof. 

7. The Village Councils Ordinance, and all enactments passed in amendment thereof. 

8. The Town Councils Ordinance, and all enactments passed in amendment thereof. 

* Repealed by Act No. 54 of 1949. 
+ Vide List of Enactments omitted from the Revised Edition. 


