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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise and Kandy City Development and Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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oG VYO BEHEE Owmo

(oreirLyfl@ svFagLossr SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO0 ®DOIBNIDBROB, BDE® gL eONEDSY
®® 2016/2017 D8sw wcwo B/ Como ewEedd ©&Iwed
D088 D800 988w WIS,

OO D800 WBHEOG ww 9O BEDC dBm adleen
IO 8500 OB WS BE YW B OO ewldnz WSS.

g E®esz ExY, e es®@» Ses.
aflsorr BISSLILIL B e7PmYS Gl e ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of the
Sectoral ~ Oversight =~ Committee @ on  Economic
Development, I present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development on,
“1990 Suwaseriya Foundation Bill” which was referred to
the said Committee.
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya - Minister of Power and

Renewable Energy)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
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asked Minister of Plantation Industries :
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether a state-private Joint Action
Committee was formed in order to solve the
problems faced by the tea industry
according to Proposal No. 157 of Budget
2016;

208Be®xInd 850

(i) if so, the names of its members;

(iii))  the main problems identified by the said
Committee in 2016 as those faced by the tea
industry; and

(iv)  the measures adopted by the government in
order to solve the problems in the tea
industry in 2016?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. A.D. Premadasa - State Minister of Plantation
Industries)
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@) Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that there is a school

named Dela Tamil Maha Vidyalaya in the
Nivithigala Education Zone in the
Ratnapura District;

(i) the number of students studying in it at
present;

(iii) whether he is aware that there is a severe

shortage of teachers in that school at
present; and

(iv) the steps the Ministry intends to take to
address that shortage of teachers?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply, I ask for two weeks' time to answer that
Question.
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asked the Minister of Post, Postal Services and
Muslim Religious Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that-

(1) the district office of the Superintendent of
Posts in the Mullaitivu District was closed
during the period of war;

(i) though all the other offices have been
recommenced after the resettlement was
started, this office has not been
recommenced up to date;

(iii)  this has caused great inconvenience to the
people in the Mullaitivu District since they
have to get the service of the district post
office in Vavuniya, which was about 100
km away, to present their problems related
to the post; and

(iv) a written request dated 07.07.2017 was
made by me to re-open this office?

(b) If so, will he inform this House whether action
will be taken forthwith to recommence the district
office of the Superintendent of Posts?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Minister, would you like to respond?
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Petroleum Resources
Development, I ask for two weeks' time to answer that
Question.
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Irrigation and Water
Resources and Disaster Management, I ask for two weeks'
time to answer that Question.
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply, I ask for two weeks' time to answer that
Question.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Power and Renewable
Energy, I ask for two weeks' time to answer that
Question.
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
Will he state-

(a)

(b)

@

separately the contributions of the sectors of
agriculture, industries and services, which
are the key components of Sri Lanka’s
economy, to the gross domestic production
of year 2016;

(if)  the contributions of the aforesaid sectors as
percentages;

(iti)  the contribution of the services sector to the
gross domestic production in year 2016 in
millions; and

(iv) the new components that have been added
to the services sector?

Will he inform this House -

(i) separately the price index of the share
market in each year from 2013 to 2016;

(if) the proposals that have been made for year
2017 to prevent the aforesaid index from
dropping further;

(iti) the value of the national consumer price
index in the months of January, June and
September in year 2016;

(iv) the ratio of the labour force participation in
the first half of the years 2015 and 2016;

(v) the employment level in the agriculture

sector; and
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy
City Development:

Will he inform this House-

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)
(vi)
(vii)

whether he is aware that the aviation
services carried out under
Mihin Lanka (Pvt.) Limited have been
acquired by the Sri Lankan Airlines
Limited since 30.10.2016;

the number of Mihin Lanka employees
enrolled to Sri Lankan Airlines Limited in
parallel to it and their names and positions;
the number of Mihin Lanka employees
whose service was terminated and their
names and positions;

the amount paid as compensation to each
employee separately, whose service was
terminated;

the names and positions of the persons who
have been employed after 31.12.2016;

the number of persons who served as
consultants till 31.12.2016;

the group of persons mentioned in (vi)
above, how many have been paid with
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salaries for the upcoming months, the
compensations, wages or allowances paid to
them;

(viii) the number of employees who have
appealed due to not receiving adequate
compensation; and

(ix) whether they will be provided with the
outstanding compensation?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, who will reply?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, we will answer that Question tomorrow.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public Enterprise
and Kandy City Development and Leader of the House of
Parliament)

Sir, I move,

"That the Bill be now read a Second time."
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)
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for some time in certain provinces. I will talk about it later.
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Hon. Speaker, I would like to give you some statistics of
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Sir, I will now speak in English because I want to
mention a couple of names. I would like to refer to one

particular incident. There was heavy rain and, perhaps,
we were driving a little too fast. One of the vehicles spun
out of control and this lady, Ms. Amina Ali, who had
just come to this country, was thrown away 40 feet and
she was like a lump on the road. There was no way in
which we could find an ambulance. She was critically
injured. We had to take her to Kantalai Hospital. But,
there was no way. I recall that there was an army camp
nearby and the soldiers there jumped into a minivan and
came to help us. By that time several others got together
and it was a struggle to save her life. Sir, I want to
mention these two names: a good friend of mine, Mr.
Geethaka Gunawardena, a lawyer during the day, was a
makeshift ambulance driver and his wife, Dr. Ruwani
Gunawardena, currently a Consultant at Nawaloka
Hospital, was an EMT for that day. It was a many hours
journey. We brought her to Colombo, which took about
seven hours, and there was another 14 hour of surgery
done by Dr. Sunil Perera to fix her injured spinal cord and
Amina is today doing perfectly well.
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god @ed)D v5edE Dwed v@:mE8 om eed. 2015
©8n @wed 93I8wied gu®B »edsic e®I8 OB
@000 goo. The Indian PM wished to provide a grant to
Sri Lanka as a token of friendship between the people of
India and Sri Lanka. ¢® ©®@asiQewsy »08 8By
9538w O BB esneeRs Deddmw6 Heg.

At that time, Sir, they requested the Government to
provide some possible options, as to what they could do
to support us and that was when I asked our Prime
Minister whether we could request their support to set up
an ambulance service. Our Prime Minister agreed and
told me, “You had better speak to him and if you can get
him to agree, then you can set it up.” The rest is
history,Sir.

The first phase of the ambulance service we started in
Hambantota and extended it to six other districts through a
grant. e®s @xIewiyy C¥w B8ET A TH @ e®3mon
ethed B8Bwum 7.0 yovew. & GeBs anwed O
e0dsIny gDes vl I Yl »O8 a8 @® 1990 gdewBw
988 Bes’ JO eddw ©0sT offer. 0 wded, ecdm
@8wc0 - for the second phase - the Government of India
gave us another grant. & w6 §eew or0edd. & e
NO® OO BB BNDT. YO OW, mBow ©» SO »nOB,
50 s BBwum 1528 8z Beaxsles’. & amd
9538wz S5 B8BBT BT W SWO e¢m B¢ et cEd 8Bwm
2250 adm ©eBs »O08 a8 1990 g0w8w ne&8 ezl O
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e s05Y ofexy. Along with that grant, we got technical
support from THE GVK EMRI, which is running an
ambulance service in India, to get this service started.

Sir, I wish to place on record my deepest appreciation
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the people of India
for this wonderful gift that they have given us. The people
of Sri Lanka will ever be grateful to you and all those
who are at the Ministry of External Affairs, India for
having helped us to do this. The former Foreign Secretary
of India, Mr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, particularly the
former Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Mr Y. K.
Sinha, the current Indian High Commissioner to Sri
Lanka, Mr. Taranjit Singh Sandhu, the Deputy High
Commissioner, Mr. Arindam Bagchi and the Counsellor,
Mrs. Suja K. Menon need special mention as those who
really supported us to make this happen.

Sir, I found out that this is one of the largest grants
that India has given us outside the support for housing -
the 50,000 houses in the North for tsunami affected areas.
So, this is something that the people of India and the
people of Sri Lanka have really used to build friendship
among our nations. Also my deepest gratitude goes to Dr.
G. V. K. Reddy, Mr. G V Sanjay Reddy, Mr. Karthi
Gajendran, Mr. K. Krishnam Raju and Mr. Subodh
Satyawadi for their assistance in making this happen.
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particularly, to Mr. Priyantha Rathnayake, Mr. Samantha
Bandara and also the lady who handled legal work for us -
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Finance and

Mass Media)

Hon. Speaker, I move Item Nos. 2 and 3 - two
Notifications under the Excise Ordinance.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you may go ahead. He can take that up
during the Debate.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.

[THE HON. SELVAM

0 Bendss m0m e80inBn®

(oreiyflg & uwssallsr rdlg salarert ojsuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Malik Samarawickrama, please commence your
speech.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of

Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I would like to
speak a few words to explain the Regulations under the
Imports and Exports (Control) Act.

Sri Lanka is a signatory body to the World Customs
Organization - WCO since 1967 and hence it is
obligatory to implement the International Convention on
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System.
As per Article 3 of the Convention, the customs tariff and
the statistical nomenclatures shall be in conformity with
the Harmonized System.

The Harmonized System is reformed once in every
four years. The Customs Cooperation Council of WCO
has recommended certain amendments to the existing
Harmonized Codes in six digit levels and introduced sixth
amendment to the Harmonized System -2012. It is
adopted as a new version - 2017 - to ensure that the
Harmonized System is kept up-to-date in the light of
changes in technology and patterns of international trade.
These amendments have been done to cover the
agricultural sector, chemical sector, wood sector, textile
sector, base metal sector, machinery sector, transport
sector and a few other sectors.

Sri Lanka made amendments to the existing National
Harmonized System in eight digit level to comply with
the obligations of the WCO. It is required to publish those
amendments through the Revenue Protection Order as per
Article 3 of the International Convention on Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System. In this
context, the Gazette Extraordinary No.2044/41 dated 09"
November, 2017 and the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2044/40 dated 09™ November, 2017 have been published
covering the abovementioned sectors. However, the
unpublished amendments done according to the Revenue
Protection Order covering those said sectors will be
published through the new Gazette. At the same time, the
Sri Lanka Standards have been revised to fall in line with
the International Electronic Commission -IEC- Standards.
According to the IEC Standards, electric kettles, hotplates
and electric cables standards are revised. I will table* the
relevant table.

Further, the standards of toffees, lozenges, hard-boiled
sugar confectionery, gelatin-based products and pectin-
based products were cancelled and it has been replaced by
the following two standards: specification for hard candy
and specification for soft candy. In addition, new standard

* 0O gdemed 8¢ I .
* o swrullaafipyslulled i’ Herend).
* Produced at end of speech.

has been published to cover instant noodles which is
already covered under the specification for pasta products
in the previous Gazette. Therefore, it is necessary to
amend the Import and Export Control Regulations
(Standardization and Quality Control) published in the
Gazette Extraordinary Notifications No. 1844/49 dated
8™ January, 2014 and No. 2032/10 dated 15" August,
2017 to include amended HS Codes by using new RPO.
Along with the new HS Codes introduced in RPO 2017
version, six Sri Lankan standards have been revised and
included in the new Gazette Notification. Sir, these items
cover soft candy, hard candy, pasta products such as
noodles, instant noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, vermicelli,
electric hotplates, electric kettles and PVC insulated non-
armoured cables. So, according to that requlrement
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1844/49 dated 8" Januaryfl
2014, Gazette Extraordinary No. 2032/10 dated 15
August, 2017 are repealed. We also presented a Cabinet
Memorandum and Gazette Notifications for the above
purpose. I can also submit them.

Thank you very much.

* weeduss @ »dm ¢ Bdce -
FUTLTL_GE6) 06usHLILIL L 9462600TLD.
Document tabled:

00800 ¢oxs Blo v KipEns edEe G@: el
olslmsd o utw eopsar wHQL FiAGEs aTHHE MWES
MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES & INTERNATIONAL TRADE

30 92 e, 3086 RO, ecin cdeg BOEME, emed 01, § Combd.
30 augy 1o, Cuoe CoTYD, 2 o0 auigss W, GaTby 01, BRK®S.
Level 30, West Tower, World Trade Centre, Colombo 01, Sri Lanka.
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CABINET MEMORANDUM

Import and export control regulations (Standardization and Quality Control)
in terms of Import and Export Control Act No.01 of 1969
Extraordinary Gazette Notification No.2064/34 dated 29.03.2018

Sri Lanka is a signatory body to the \Vorld C uslmm ()q,ammuon (WCO) since 1968 and hence it is
obligatory to impl. the i on Ha i Description and Coding
System. As per the Article 3 of the said convention the customs (anﬁ and the statistical nomenclatures
shall be in conformity with Harmonized System.

Harmonized System is reformed once in every four years. Accordingly, Harmonized System-2012 had
been amended as Harmonized System-2017. The Customs Co-operation Council of WCO has

ded certain ds to the existing H: Codes in six (6) digit levels and introduced
sixth amendment to the Harmonized System-2012. It is adopted as new version (2017) to ensure the
keeping Harmonized System (H.S) up to date in the light of the changes in technology and patterns of
International Trade. These amendments have been done by covering the agricultural sector, chemical
sector wood scctor, textile sector, base metal sector, machinery sector, transport sector and few other
sectors.

Sri Lanka made amendments to the existing National Harmonized System in eight digit level to comply
with the obligations of the WCO. Those amendments had been published '.hmugh the Revenuc Prolccuon
Order (RPO) as per the Article 3 of the I ional C on dC ity D
and Coding System.

p

In this context, the Extraordinary Gazette No 2044/41 dated 09* November 2017 and the Extraordinary
Gazette No 2044/40 dated 09" November 2017 have been published covering the above mentioned
sectors dingly. However, the blished done according to the Revenue Protection
Order (RPO) covering those said sectors will be published through the new gazette

At the same time it is necessary to amend and publish the regulations of Import and Export Control
(Standardization and Quality Control) published in Extraordinary Gazette Notification No.1844/49 dated
8" January 2014 and No. 2023/10 dated 15 August 2017 which are including amended HL.S. Code by
using new RPO. Instead of the new HS Codes introduced in RPO 2017 version, it is included the
following six Sri Lanka Standards which have been revised to the new gazette notification.

HS No. Item Description
1704.90.10 | Soft Candy

Previous Standards New Standards
SLS 585 part 1 Specification for | SLS 1575 Specification for

1704.90.90 toffees Soft Candy
SLS 585 part 2 Specification for
J . lozenges 1
=1 - Shacs i ol 2]
h o2 oveees | a20ins :-—«-} onawiz et Bl



891 2018 &8 21 892

SLS 1576 Specification for

1704.90.10 | Hard Candy SLS 585 part 3 Specification for

1704.90.90 hard boiled sugar confectionery | Hard Candy

SLS 585 part 4 Specification for

gelatin based sugar confectionery

products
1902.11 Noodles SLS 420 Specification for Pasta | SLS 420 Specification for
1902.19 | Instant Noodles Products Pasta Products
1902.20 | Macaroni SLS 1534 Specification for
1902.30 | Spaghetti Instant Noodles

Vermicelli

8516.60 Electric Hot Plates | SLS 646 Specification for

Electric Hot Plates

SLS 1495 Specification for
Electric grills, toasters and
similar portable cooking
appliances

SLS 1501 Specification for
Households and similar
electrical appliances for
heating liquids

8516.79.20 | Electric Kettles SLS 630 Specification for

Electric Kettles

8544.49.20 | PVC Insulated non- | SLS 733 Specification for PVC
8544.49.30 | armoured cables with | Insulated non-armoured cables
8544.49.90 | copper conductors with copper conductors for

for electric power electric power and lighting

and lighting and
PVC Insulated
electric flexible cords
for use with
appliances and
equipment intended
for domestic, office
and similar
environment

SLS 1504 Specification for
electric cables low voltage
energy cables of rated
voltages up to and including
4501750 V

As per that requirement, Extraordinary Gazettes No 1844/49 dated 8% January 2014 and No.2032/10
dated 15® August 2017 are hereby repealed.

Accordingly, Extraordinary Gazette No.2064/34 dated 29.03.2018 has been bublished in order to execute
the proposals mentioned above. Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers is sought to table the said Gazette in
the Parliament.

WWMMNQ

Malik Samarawickrama (MP)
Ministry of Development Strategies & International Trade
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bendss m0m e0inBn®

(oreiryllg @ wssallsr rdlg salarert ojsuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?
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(oreirflG warlbsTaThs o|s)seswCs)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(oreiyflg @ uwssallsr rdlg salarert ojsuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(wressryflg Gudsallsst Lrdls sallarart o)surasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(wrarflg (srBd) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, this is a Bill moved by me today. Therefore, I
would like to remind this to the Hon. Shritharan. Hon.
Member, you did not speak even one word of the service
that we are planning to provide. By next month, every
person in Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar, Mullaitivu and
Vavuniya Districts in the Northern Province will have
access to free pre-hospital care ambulance facility. But,
you did not have the courtesy to at least acknowledge that
fact. -[Interruption.] You made a very extremist speech.
The topic under discussion was this. Sir, I waited till he
finished. You criticized a lot and we listened. A lot of
what you said was not accurate. You know that the Army
has been giving lands back to the people. That is a fact.
Hon. Member, you did not have the courtesy to appreciate
this. That is all what I have to say.

@0 Oed. Emosy Swmo
(wrewryflg 8. Apfgyedr)
(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@06 Bewrds 0% 891 ®)

(wressryfl@ Guasallsst Lrdls sallarart o)surasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(omessryLil@ &. Apfgresr)
(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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QleremmsE eThBemest aumLmser? 70 eumLmisear! @)bs
wenrenflGey sy Cumiflwed eurevrm eOHUL (), @)eueuerey
FL0b G| QUTLp
Ulréflensstemwig

LD & (15 LD SISTLIBISH M6 S (PLG-ILITLDEV
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wigweievenevGui! Biiser GleumioGesr -

®G; Bewdss 0% e®InBn®)

(orewryLll@ Gusseflet Urdls sallFreri 9jeuidssr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

@G (80028 w) w&» ¢ B Owmo

(oreryfle (FoTHd) anias & fdeur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, I moved this Bill today. Therefore, I must be able
to reply. Please give me the microphone.

G Bewdss 0% ewInBn®

(orewryLll@ Gusseflet Urdls sallFreri 9jeuidssr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva.

@G (8028 w) w8» ¢ B Owmo

(oreryfle (FTHd) anias & Hdeur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Shritharan, we are referring to a particular
subject today. We are talking about free pre-hospital care
ambulances to 1,061,315 people in the Northern Province.
On the one hand we have entered into a reconciliation
programme and the land is being given back. The issue
under discussion is not that. You made all kinds of
allegations. You could have said one sentence to
appreciate what we are trying to do. It goes both ways.

®G; Bewdss 0% e®InBn®)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(oressryLfl@ 8. AFgresr)
(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. S. Shritharan, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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@0 Bewdes 0% 3918 Bn®)

(wrewryfl@ Gupsseflst Lrdls sallFrari ojsuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

@G (§2008w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(wresryllE (sorHd) aniag 5 Hovsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Is the Hon. Member saying that he does not want this
service? e®m gB530 WAC ©¢» DO 020edB. ©@m
80m 080 oBBe BEac DD, IO Eed
el ambulance @ sE5® BwsIm; dwo 5O den
Bestm. @8 0@ ¢nd sges 8wl yedadEO Cab
@ex0o.

@0 Bewrds 0% 89r1sBn®)

(wressrflg Guasallsst Lrdls sallarart o)surasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.

[12.05 p.m.]

@6 9653 DO Bwmo (& Gess ¢@amun®2)

(wrewryflg  @)rmer  allGSlrwrgesr - BlF  @rreaTmis

O|MLOEFFIT)

The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)

Thank you, Sir. On the 08th of March, 2018, there was
a Debate in this House and during that Debate, the Hon.
Mavai S. Senathirajah expressed some concerns about the
industries in the North and I had to point out on that day
that in a tavern, at the end of the day if there is residue, it
is normally destroyed in the rest of the country. But in
the Northern Peninsula in particular, we allow the residue
to be used either for a distillery or for a bottling plant. The
reason I had to say that is, I must make it absolutely clear
that our Government does not discriminate between the
Northern Province and the rest of the country.

There were also some requests made in terms of
reducing some of the fees that we had imposed and we are
moving those things in the House today. Because, in 2002
- 2004 period, according to a WHO study, Sri Lanka’s
pure alcohol consumption was about 2.2 litres per
individual, which, today, is more than double of that. So,
the intention is basically to regulate the industry. The
illicit liquor industry has also grown and we need to
basically put this in check. Therefore, some of the things
that we have proposed today will apply to the whole
country.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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o6 IR 0Dz Swmo
(orewryfl@ Ldemeiy Courasthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Sir, it is my time.

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(wrarflg (srBd) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Member, the first thing is we are not hiring from
various other places and bringing them to the Northern
Province. We are hiring from the Northern Province. In
the Northern Province, we will start the service before the
end of next month in Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar,
Mullaitivu and Vavuniya. We have hired 60 Emergency
Medical Technicians and 60 pilots.

©0 SR edDimsI Swmo
(wresstyflg Ldere Cgourssthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Are all from that area?

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(T flg (srBd) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Yes. We have hired 120 people from that area and if [
am correct, they have already been trained. All the EMTs
are trained in Hyderabad for a number of weeks and then,
they come back. As I was telling earlier, we are going to
be serving over a million people in the Northern Province
before the end of next month.

©G IR edDimsIc Swmo

(oreiryflg Lasme CseuraThgT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

What about the Eastern Province, Hon. State
Minister?

@G (8028 w) w8» ¢ B Owmo

(oreryfle (FoTHd) anias & Hoeur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

We have still not hired from the Eastern Province. But
let me assure you that the Eastern Province will also be
completed before the end of this year.

©G IR edDimsIco Swmo
(oreiryflg Lasmei CseuraThsgT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Okay. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

©G IR edDamsIco Swmo

(oreiryflg Lasmei CseuraThgT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Please give me two more minutes because the Hon.
State Minister replied during my time. Anyway, I thank
him for that clarification.

@G (§0D28w) wEs ¢ 8D Owmo

(orarryflE (sorBld) anias & Aovaur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Member, one other thing I want to clarify is that
“1990” is common to every language.
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©0 SR edDimsI Swmo
(wresstyiflg Lderey Cgourssthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

I understand that.

@0 (§0028w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo

(T flg (srBd) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

"Suwaseriya" may not be the word in Tamil
translation. But the main thing is “1990”.

©0 IR edDimsI Swmo

(orewryfl@ Ldemeiv Couresthgm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Yes, I appreciate that. Shall I continue with my speech
now, Sir?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes. Wind up your speech within one minute.
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
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Hon. State Minister, please look into that matter.
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Whereupon THE HON. HESHAN WITHANAGE /eft the Chair and
THE HON. SHEHAN SEMASINGHE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, I have to have time, because I
am the one who presented this Bill. 0 gde&d%d &
GRO8. e®ime, 08 ede-
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. State Minister, are you trying to make a
clarification? How long do you want?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Just give me one minute and let me make a
clarification.
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Hon. Deputy Minister, you have only two more
minutes.
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Hon. Deputy Minister, please, wind up now.
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Please, give me one more minute.
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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The next speaker is Hon. Muhammad Ibrahim
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The next speaker is the Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
You have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Sir, before I start my speech I wish to congratulate you
on your appointment as the Deputy Speaker of
Parliament. As Colleagues in Parliament, we are working
closely with you in the Sri Lankan Parliamentarians'
Forum for Evaluation. As its Chairman, you are taking us
to a new stage of the development process of this country,

that we are planning to submit the National Evaluation
Policy to this august Assembly in a few months.

Sir, I am privileged to speak today on the Bill to
establish the 1990 Suwaseriya Foundation. Also, I must
congratulate the Hon. Minister (Dr.) Harsha De Silva. He
must be the happiest man today having presented this Bill
to Parliament, because for the last two years, he has been
criticized in various ways. The Hon. Ajith P. Perera also
mentioned here that the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva faced
so0 many criticism and that he worked hard to bring in this
Bill. T also noticed, in presenting this Bill to Parliament,
how happy he was today. So, I wanted to contact the
Indian High Commission to know how they feel about
what our Hon. Minister did. In response, they have sent
me an e-mail to me. I will quote from that e-mail,
expressing how they are feeling about this service.

"In July 2016, Emergency Ambulance Service was launched in
Western and Southern Provinces of Sri Lanka with an Indian grant
of USD 7.56 million. Under this phase, 88 ambulances were
provided to the Government of Sri Lanka. Considering the success
of this service, Government of Sri Lanka requested its expansion
nationwide. Consequently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi during
his visit to Sri Lanka in May 2017 announced the expansion of
Emergency Ambulance Service nationwide in Sri Lanka. An
agreement to operationalise the service nationwide under an
additional Indian grant assistance of US$ 15.02 million was signed
in January 2018. Under the second phase of this assistance Sri
Lanka will further receive 209 ambulances.

The roll-out of the ambulances will be done in each district in
phases starting July 2018."

That is the e-mail I received from the Indian High
Commission. I must thank the Indian Government too for
facilitating this project and also supporting us. The
previous speaker, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, was
describing all the facilities they get from this ambulance
service, but you get those only in the Western Province.

®0; 38 8. evedc Owvm

(orewsrfl@ oedlg 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

The Western and the Southern Provinces.

®©S OBEF D10 ® BE™CGs Dwmn

(oresryyfl@ wullsveurassTid Flevsrream)

(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Yes, of course, in the Western and the Southern
Provinces.

With the passing of this Bill and according to the
assurance given by the Indian High Commission, we
think that we will get this service islandwide. Then, the
Nuwara Eliya District too will be privileged to get this
service. Hon. Minister, you know that we represent the
vulnerable people of the plantation sector. As you know,
the health services of the plantation sector have still not
come under the health services of the Government, but
are under private RPCs. The Minister of Health, Nutrition
and Indigenous Medicine, the Hon. Rajitha Senaratne,
was supposed to submit a Cabinet Paper to bring all the
health services of the plantation sector under the
provincial health system. Therefore, at this juncture, |
would like to request you to please consider providing the
ambulance service to the plantation sector as a special
case.
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I think there is sufficient justification to provide that
service not only to the Nuwara Eliya District, but to all
the plantation areas too, which include more than nine
districts.

Also, 1 want to thank the Indian Government. ®®
Bedsers’® 9uilwizy 8wl B WO By, 0@ Ded
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G &8 ow». The Indian Government had agreed to
construct 50,000 houses as a humanitarian service under post
-war development with 46,000 houses for the North and the
East and 4,000 houses for the plantation sector. Those 4,000
houses had been initiated to be constructed in 2012, but we
could not start the work till 2016, till our Government came
into power. It was only after the Government of Good
Governance was formed in 2015 that we were able to lay the
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma - Deputy Minister of

Environment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- (Objects of the Foundation.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 5.- (Powers of the Foundation to hold property.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Administration of the Foundation vested in Board.)

oG VLR BEHEE Owmo

(oreirLyfl@ suFagLossr SliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO0 ©BBROB, @ vun weHs’ werddme @eduny

DOB:
"3 o 8geDd, 30 9 ed€w 90 WO svm Wedm eV
Pede DOBIH:-

'Be@®S B ACHE, »E®OB @ 8w
Bootom BBO, BBO wy'";

soewldme BEo» @pw @z game Sdw» &Y, @&
@8®®» Ses.

SlBESLD AHSHLIIL B TS CIBTeiremiLiL L gy.

Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.



1001 2:8Be®xInd

[oc: s BEaE e @wmn]

8 02 dwrYHe, sns ew@send e w;Swd HJw
@9 b8 Bewlo mom 8.

Soyrp surssd &1L apvgglar LGHurs 3)nssGasmrBlelwears
L 1wl L1 gy.

Clause 8 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 9.- ( Disqualification from being a member of the Board.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 10 to 16 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 17.- (Staff of the Foundation.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 17, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 18 and 19 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 20.- (Defence in criminal or civil proceedings.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 20, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 21 and 22 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 23.- (Members, Officers and employees of the Foundation
deemed to be public servants.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 23, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

24 80 26 owz doxF omx ewmdd®send emdess
078w HFes @l HBewsw mom @&

2491 cursss5s0mps) 26241 aurssL UMy FLL (APUGSIIT
LGB B) 1555 Cevsnt(p)eloeorss s 1 swemufl i1 gy.

Clauses 24 to 26 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 27.- (Interpretation.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 27, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 28, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Preamble, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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The term, “Sustainable Development” means if we
lose our environment, our development will not be
sustainable. This concept arose in 1990s but only from
2015, Sri Lanka had Sustainable Development Goals
2030.
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