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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise and Kandy City Development and Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House of-

(1) the total quantity of the coal supplied to the
Ceylon Electricity Board by the company
named Noble Resources Limited from time
to time;

(if) the total amount of money that has been
paid to the said coal company in payment
of these quantities;

(iii)  the duration for which the operation of the
Norochcholai Coal Power Station was
interrupted for failure on the part of the said
company to supply coal in time; and

(iv) the loss caused to the Ceylon Electricity
Board due to interruption of generators in
this manner?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the local representatives separately in
respect of tenders numbered LCC/09/T/02,
LCC/01 and LCC/13T/01 obtained by the
Noble Resources Limited; and

(ii)  the reasons for awarding the supply of coal
to the said company without following the
procurement procedure?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

& Disaster Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a reservoir will be built in the
Holombuwa area of the Galigamuwa
Electorate;

(if) the number of ancient stupa, vihara and
places of worship with historic significance
that will be submerged in the waters of the
said reservoir including Kotawehera of
Dedigama and rock cave temple of
Sthripura;

(iii)  the number and the names of villages of the
Galigamuwa and Dedigama Electorates that
will be submerged in the waters of the said
reservoir;

(iv) the number of families that will lose their
lands in the aforesaid villages;

(v) whether there is a programme to divert
water to Ma-Oya by a tunnel from
Holombuwa;

(vi) whether he admits that the construction of a
reservoir in an area like the aforesaid area
which is not prone to any natural disaster,
will have immense detrimental effects on
the people of the said area?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

() in terms of Budget Proposal No. 130 of
Budget 2016, whether a half tax holiday
has been provided to the companies that
introduce seeds that produce high yields;
and

(i) whether a list of companies which were
granted with aforesaid tax holiday, will be
submitted?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether a list of machineries which were
exempted from import taxes by 1% January
2015, will be submitted; and

(i) whether a list of machineries which were
exempted from import taxes by 1% January
2016 will be submitted; and

as proposals have been made to raise the import
taxes on agricultural machineries, in terms of
aforesaid Proposal?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluvihare - State Minister of
Agriculture)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

separately, in respect of each Grama
Niladhari Division, the number of small
tanks and weirs which are fed only by rain
water presently, and which are situated in
low elevation of the main canal in the
downstream of 20 kilometres through
Dambulla and Galewela Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions and coming under
the Wayamba Canal project operated by
the Department of Irrigation under the
“Mahaweli  Suraksithatha”  investment
programme;

whether the Wayamba Canal feeds all the
aforesaid tanks and weir systems;

whether plans have been made in that
regard by now;

separately, the names of the tanks that are
fed and not fed by the Wayamba Canal
project;

whether it does not cause an injustice to the
farming communities of Dambulla and
Galewela when water is provided to North
Western Province without feeding the
tanks and weirs that are located in low
elevation of the main canal;

as a remedial action whether plans will be
prepared and implemented in order to
supply water to the tanks that are not fed,
and

if so, the aforesaid date?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management and Law and Order:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the Financial Crimes
Investigation  Division (FCID) was
established;

(if) the total number of complaints that had
been received by the FCID as at
01.08.2017;
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(iii) the number of complaints that have been
referred  to the Attorney  General’s
Department after completing investigations;
and

(iv) separately the details of each complaint and
the date on which each complaint was
referred to  the Attorney  General's
Department?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
and Disaster Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House in respect of the deluge
caused by flooding and rain water in the Colombo
District in May 2016-

(1)  the number of persons died,
(ii) the number of persons disabled;

(iii)  the total amount of compensation paid on
behalf of the government to affected
persons;

(iv) the amount of compensation paid by the
government for a deceased person;

(v) the maximum and minimum compensation
paid to damaged houses;

(vi) whether permanent housing has been
granted to all displaced persons; and

(vii) the nearest date on which a permanent
house was granted to a displaced family?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western

Development:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(1) houses were provided from “ Laksanda
Sevana” apartment complex in Salamulla
on 01.12.2014 for 160 families that lost
their houses as a result of expanding the
garbage dump at Meethotamulla in 2012;
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(i) they were promised the provision of
freehold title deeds by the Urban
Development Authority within two months
from the provision of those houses; and

(iif)  those residents have not been provided with
the title deeds up to now?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the reasons for not providing the freehold
title deeds; and

(ii) the exact date by which freehold title deeds
for these houses could be provided by
resolving any problems that prevail, if there
are any?

(¢c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

)

(ii)

it is admitted that there is a issue when
providing title deeds for plots of land for
commercial purposes within rapidly
developing Embilipitiya town in Ratnapura
District; and

if so, the measures taken to provide title
deeds properly?

Will he also inform this House-

)

(i)
(iif)

whether he is aware, businessmen do not
construct buildings in their business
premises since a Buddhist temple claims
right for the lands of this city;

the actual right pertaining to these lands by
the temple; and

whether measures will be taken to grant the
ownership of the relevant business premises

©

898

in this city to the businessmen who had
possessed them for many years and
facilities will be provided to the business
community to engage in their business
activities?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy
City Development :

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that the tile factory
located in the Oddusudan Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Mullaitiva
District is no longer functioning;

(i) what provision was allocated from the
Budget 2016 for this factory;

(iii)  through whom those funds were spent; and

(iv) the details of the activities carried out using
these funds?

(b) Ifnot, why?

o6 eBEes BBy @wmo
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)

Hon. Minister. I know that some money has already
been allocated for that from this year's Budget.

O YO BEHEE ®wmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We have not allocated any money from the Budget
2016. Your question is, "e®® »&@isim@E® wewo 2016
D¥sed gv Diewsy edr e YiE yBtI® emu®anc?"
You have asked about the allocation from the Budget
2016. But, we have not allocated any money in 2016.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Minister, we are aware that some monies have

been spent supposedly on the allocation made in 2016. In
the final speech of the Minister of Finance during the
Budget 2016, he did mention this factory also and
subsequently, some monies were allocated - not in the
original allocation, but subsequently, some monies were
allocated and some work had been started and later,
stopped. - [Interruption.] The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi
Sriskandarasa says that the work had also been
completed, but the factory has not been made functional.
So, that is the question that is being asked. Why is it not
functioning?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

No. Her question was whether we allocated monies
for that from the Budget 2016. We have not, but if you
say some monies were allocated after that, I will look into
it.

@0 98.8. 30T BSsT Swmn
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Monies were subsequently allocated and the factory
was repaired, but it has not been made operational.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I will look into it.
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Thank you.
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy
City Development :

(@)
)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

W)
(b)

Will he inform this House-

whether he admits that the Employees’
Provident Fund contributions, Employees’
Trust Fund contributions and gratuity
payments deducted from the salaries of the
workers of the estates belonging to the
Janatha Estates Development Board and the
State Plantations Corporation had not been
paid to the workers even at the end of 2016;

the number of workers employed in these
estates and the outstanding amounts to be
paid to them, separately;

whether he admits that a grave injustice has
been caused to the family members of some
of the workers who were to receive the
payments and are now dead, as a result of
not making those payments; and

whether steps would be taken to make those
payments to the workers immediately; and

if so, when?

If not, why?
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(wrer g ysbgls Lglren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
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ppeveuit)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)
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528 BSedde.
TUBSII-
rose.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

OC GrsDeGIwe® wduriest wmo

(omessryfl@ rre2euGrmgwid FIbLIbHS60T)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Sir, as I was telling you, we have been working on the
basis of a consensus in regard to the election of Speaker,
Deputy Speaker and the Deputy Chairman of
Committees. In terms of that consensual arrangement,
Sir, as a Member of the United National Party, you are
the Speaker and we have as the Deputy Chairman of
Committees a Member from the TNA. I would urge that
if the SLFP is proposing a name for the position of the
Deputy Speaker, we accept that name in keeping with the
tradition and work on the basis of consensus. My humble
submission is that in keeping with the healthy tradition
that has prevailed, if there is a proposal by the SLFP in
regard to the position of Deputy Speaker, we bow to that
proposal and accept that on the basis of the consensus of
the whole House.

©0; OBE S8 Ovm (xRS 3w LoBm
yBeFB v gES® »OYH ¢PrsR®0)
(revryfl@ remflev allGarwdnis - LNrsw HewwdFm Csdlw
Q& rerensgar wHNID CUITHATTSTT SVIUVSHET H)HLDFSF(THLD)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs}

29 F 8Se@dcs.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

OO DOIBINBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister.

@G 6B E Bn®&ow Owm

(omessrLyifl@ remiley allsalrwdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, on what the Leader of the Opposition
said, the consensus was that we appoint the Speaker from
the UNP as the Government Group and we have the
Deputy Speaker from the Government Group who is a
SLFP Member and the Deputy Chairman of Committees
from the Opposition, which was different from earlier
times where all three Members were from the
Government Group. So, when the vacancy arose, I think
the first name that the Government Group suggested was
an SLFP Member from the Jaffna District. But some of
the Parties were not willing. Therefore, since there were
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no other backbenchers in the Government Group -they
wanted people with more experience - we have now
taken a backbencher from the UNP and recommended
him as the Deputy Speaker. So, as long as it is from the
Government Group, it does not matter to us. This is the
only name that we have from the Members who sit in the
Government. We want everyone to go along. But
remember that the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker both
were from the Government Group in a system where all
the Members of the UNF and some Members of the SLFP
formed the Government Group and then the position of
Deputy Chairman of Committees went to a Member in the
Opposition. That was all. I mean, there has never been a
situation in which the Government had to take a minority.
Always the Government had two Members and the
Opposition had one Member. I think the first Member
who was suggested from our side with the consensus was
not acceptable to some of the Opposition Parties.
Therefore, now, we have suggested another backbencher
from the Government side, because we are keeping with
the consensus that two Members are from the
Government and one Member is from the Opposition,
which is a new tradition because last time all three
Members were from the Government.

B0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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o6 eBEe ABHEe ©vwm
(oreirLyLfl@ svaagLosir slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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rose.

OO DAIBNBDHR O
(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjeuider)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@O 3IBNWBDRo.

o6 YO BEHEE Owmo

(omessrLyifl@ svgagiostT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O DOIBNIDROB, @®m Wil sxicwn 5O, a8 grfesy
BOB O »3e?

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

That is a requirement. Ballot papers will be kept and
destroyed. I will maintain the secrecy. I will be
responsible for that.

O YO BEHEE ®wmo

(omessrLyif@ svgagiostT SiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

If it is a secret ballot, is it correct for us to sign? I
think it is improper.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

It is a requirement of the Standing Orders.

©0 ety endidm Swmo
(orevrfl@ HCBesrey @ 6vTeumGeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
®OC DANIBNBHDOA, -

@O0 QBNWD O
(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oressryifl@ SCevreis @ swrourHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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OO DOIBIBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

OC 65D 0I8w® wduriesy Onmo

(omessryfl@ rreeuGrmgwid FibLbSe0T)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Sir, I have heard the Hon. Prime Minister - in fact, the
Hon. Prime Minister telephoned and spoke to me some
days ago in regard to this matter. When he suggested the
person he now has in mind, I told him even then that it
may be better for us to agree on a nominee of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party for the post of Deputy Speaker. I
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said that to him. I am stating here in Parliament what I
said to the Hon. Prime Minister a few days ago.

I would urge, Sir, despite the initial thinking of the
Prime Minister, we will reconsider this matter and if the
Sri Lanka Freedom party is proposing a name for the post
of Deputy Speaker, we accommodate that position and
accept that person as the Deputy Speaker.

OO DAIBNBDH O

(LomevsTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I have to act on the decision of the political parties. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Prime Minister.

@G 6B E 8 ®&ew» Owm

(omevsrLyLil@ rewilev allédrdlnids)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, our convention is two
Members from the Government, not two Members from
the Opposition Benches. I mean, I have always
maintained that position and when the Government first
suggested a Member, it was you all who opposed it, not
us. We did not oppose that Member. When the SLFP
Ministers asked me, I said, “All right, we have no
objection. Speak to the others.” So, when you all
objected, we came up with another name. That is all. 1
mean, basically we have to keep it within the Government
ranks - two Members from the Government.

So, I urge the Leader of the Opposition that we work
in the same way because we have all so far worked
together and we have bowed to your wishes in
withdrawing the first candidate; the SLFP withdrew that
candidate. We ourselves have bowed to your wishes. Not
that we went and told the SLFP we do not want that
Member. All we said was that it has to be a backbencher.
So, it was your decision. As a result, now we have no one
from the SLFP backbench in the Government ranks. None
of their Deputy Ministers are willing to resign to take it
over. Therefore, we have no option but to propose
someone from the Government side who 1is a
backbencher. So, I would ask the Leader of the
Opposition to support us in upholding it. That is all that
we are saying.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(Whereupon Division bells were rung under Standing Orders 4.(c).)
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More than one Member having been proposed and seconded, the
House proceeded to elect a Deputy Speaker by ballot.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWSEST SeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Hon. Speaker declared the following results.
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soiaflefl LTaTThgILsTGar 53 surd@smeir

QFvgILIg DD UTEH G 1
The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri 97 votes
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini

Fernandopulle 53 votes

Invalid 1
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

OO BC® 1@BencE Bn®o.

O BR® 8@BBc Owmo

(omevsrL L@ Hlevmis FLoFLIT6)

(The Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala)
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms; to be read a Second time upon
Tuesday, 19th June, 2018 and to be printed; and to be referred to the
relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir,  move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 8 of the
Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 8(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We can debate the Notifications under the Excise
Ordinance for one hour and pass them. After that, we can
take up the Adjournment Motion.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

No, we cannot, because we have five Notifications to
debate, which are important. Those affect the country. So,
we have to debate those.
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The Hon. Minister of Finance and Mass Media cannot
come on Friday. That is the problem.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.13 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 06th June, 2018.
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